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Abstract—A group is said to be homomorphically stable with respect to another group if the union
of the homomorphic images of the first group in the second group is a subgroup of the second
group. A group is said to be homomorphically stable if it is homomorphically stable with respect
to every group. It is shown that a group is homomorphically stable if it is homomorphically stable
with respect to its double direct sum. In particular, given any group, the direct sum and the direct
product of infinitely many copies of this group are homomorphically stable; all endocyclic groups are
homomorphically stable as well. Necessary and sufficient conditions for the homomorphic stability
of a fully transitive torsion-free group are found. It is proved that a group is homomorphically stable
if and only if so is its reduced part, and a split group is homomorphically stable if and only if so is
its torsion-free part. It is shown that every group is homomorphically stable with respect to every
periodic group.
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All groups are assumed to be Abelian. Recall that a torsion-free group G is said to be rigid if its
endomorphism ring E(G) is a subring of the field Q of rational numbers; a subset H of a group A is said
to be fully invariant if f(H) ⊆ H for every f ∈ E(A). Let N denote the set of positive integers. Given a
cardinal number α and a group A, by A(α) we denote the direct sum of α copies of A; the corresponding
direct product is denoted by Aα. In particular, if n ∈ N, then A(n) = An.

A group A is said to be homomorphically stable with respect to a group B if the fully invariant
subset

H =
⋃

α∈Hom(A,B)

Imα(A)

is a subgroup of the group B [1]–[3], i.e.,

H =
∑

α∈Hom(A,B)

Imα(A).

If a group A is homomorphically stable with respect to a group B, then A and B are also said to form
a homomorphically stable pair (A,B). Clearly, a group A is homomorphically stable with respect to a
group B if and only if, for every a ∈ α(A) and b ∈ β(A), where α, β ∈ Hom(A,B), there are a c ∈ A and
a γ ∈ Hom(A,B) with the property γ(c) = a+ b. A group homomorphically stable with respect to every
group is said to be simply homomorphically stable. The homomorphic stability of periodic groups was
mentioned in [4, Chap. VIII, Sec. 43, Exercise 11 (a)]; ibidem (Exercise 11 (b)), an example of groups
which are not homomorphically stable is given, and, in [5] and [6], noncommutative homomorphically
stable groups were studied.

In [1]–[3], the problem of the homomorphic stability of direct sums of groups was considered (see
Theorem 1), the homomorphic stability of groups with respect to direct products was investigated, and
the homomorphic stability of divisible, periodic, separable, etc. groups was shown.

We give the following simple example of homomorphically stable groups.
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Example 1. (1) Every group containing a direct summand isomorphic to the group Z of integers is
homomorphically stable.

(2) Every group A with unbounded reduced p-component is homomorphically stable with respect to
every p-group.

(3) Every group is homomorphically stable with respect to the direct product (direct sum) of arbitrarily
many copies of the group Z.

Proof. (2) For every n ∈ N, a group A satisfying the conditions in (2) contains a cyclic direct summand
of order ≥ pn. Therefore, every element of a p-group B is the image of some homomorphism A → B.
Clearly, A is homomorphically stable with respect to B.

The proof of assertion (1) is similar.

Assertion (3) follows from the observation that if there is a nonzero homomorphism of a group A to
the group Zα or to the group Z(α) for a cardinal α ≥ 1, then A has a direct summand isomorphic to the
group Z.

The class of homomorphically stable groups is closed with respect to taking direct sums.

Theorem 1 ([1, Theorem 1]). If {Ai}i∈I is a family of groups homomorphically stable with respect
to B, then the pair of groups (

⊕
i∈I Ai, B) is homomorphically stable.

The following theorem gives a criterion for homomorphic stability.

Theorem 2. For a group A, the following conditions are equivalent:

1) A is homomorphically stable with respect to A2;

2) A is homomorphically stable;

3) for any a, b ∈ A, there exists a c ∈ A and α, β ∈ E(A) such that α(c) = a and β(c) = b.

Proof. (1) ⇒ (3). By assumption, there is a γ ∈ Hom(A,A2) and a c ∈ A such that γ(c) = (a, b). If π
and θ are the projections of the group A2 to the first and the second summand, respectively, then

πγ, θγ ∈ E(A), πγ(c) = a, θγ(c) = b.

(3) ⇒ (1). Suppose that u = (x, y) ∈ Imα and v = (z, g) ∈ Imβ for some α, β ∈ Hom(A,A2).
Then u+ v = (a, b), where a = x+ z and b = y + g. By assumption, we have ϕ(c) = a and ψ(c) = b.
Therefore,

(ϕ,ψ) ∈ Hom(A,A2), (ϕ,ψ)(c) = u+ v.

(3) ⇒ (2). Suppose that a = α(x) and b = β(y), where α, β ∈ Hom(A,B) and x, y ∈ A. By
assumption, we have x = γ(z) and y = δ(z) for some z ∈ A and γ, δ ∈ E(A). Hence

(αγ + βδ)(z) = a+ b, αγ + βδ ∈ Hom(A,B).

Corollary 1. (1) Every group A with the property A2 ∼= A is homomorphically stable.

(2) For every group G and any cardinal number α ≥ ℵ0, the groups G(α) and Gα are homomor-
phically stable.

Note that, in [1, Theorem 7], the equivalence of assertions (1) and (2) of Theorem 2 was proved for
rigid groups.

Proposition 1. If A = C ⊕G is a homomorphically stable group, where the subgroup G is fully
invariant in A, then the group C is homomorphically stable as well.
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Proof. Take a ∈ α(C) and b ∈ β(C), where α, β ∈ Hom(C,C2). Since A2 = C2 ⊕G2, we may assume
that α, β ∈ Hom(A,A2). By assumption, we have

a+ b = γ(c1) + γ(c2) for some γ ∈ Hom(A,A2), c1 ∈ C, c2 ∈ G.

Hence if π : A2 → C2 is the projection, then a+ b = πγ(c1), where π(γ | C) ∈ Hom(C,C2).

All divisible [3, Theorem 4] and periodic [2, Corollary 2] groups are homomorphically stable; thus, the
corollary given below follows from Theorem 1 and Proposition 1.

Corollary 2. (1) A split group A = T ⊕G is homomorphically stable if and only if its torsion-free
part G is homomorphically stable.

(2) An arbitrary group is homomorphically stable if and only if its reduced part is homomor-
phically stable.

Note that the if part in assertion (2) of Corollary 2 follows also from the fact that if the reduced part
of the group A is homomorphically stable with respect to a group B, then so is the entire group A [3,
Theorem 7].

Proposition 2. If G 
= 0 is a homomorphically stable group with commutative ring E = E(G) all
of whose nonzero elements are monomorphisms of G, then the rank of the module EG is equal
to 1.

Proof. Let 0 
= x, y ∈ G be elements independent over E. For α, β ∈ Hom(G,G2), there exists a c ∈ G
and a γ ∈ Hom(G,G2) such that γ(c) = α(x) + β(y). Passing to coordinates, we obtain

δ(c) = ζ(x) + η(y), ϑ(c) = ξ(x) + λ(y),

where δ, ζ, η, ϑ, ξ, λ ∈ E(G), α = (ζ, ξ), β = (η, λ), and γ = (δ, ϑ). Hence

(ϑζ − δξ)x+ (ϑη − δλ)y = 0,

and therefore ϑζ = δξ and ϑη = δλ, i.e., ξη = ζλ, which contradicts the arbitrariness of the homomor-
phisms α and β.

In particular, any homomorphically stable rigid group has rank 1 [1, Theorem 7].
Recall that a group A is said to be n-endogenerated if A is an n-generated E(A)-module. A

1-endogenerated group is also said to be endocyclic.

Example 2. If A is an n-endogenerated group for some positive integer n, then the group An is
homomorphically stable. In particular, every endocyclic group is homomorphically stable.

Proof. Let

a = α(x), b = β(y),

where α, β ∈ Hom(An, B), x = (x1, . . . , xn), y = (y1, . . . , yn) ∈ An, c1, . . . , cn are generators of the
E(A)-module A, and

xi = ϕi1(c1) + · · ·+ ϕin(cn), yi = ψi1(c1) + · · ·+ ψin(cn),

where ϕij , ψij ∈ E(A) and i, j = 1, . . . , n. Then

ϕ = (ϕij), ψ = (ψij) ∈ E(An), x = ϕ(c), y = ψ(c),

where c = (c1, . . . , cn) ∈ An and a+ b = (αϕ + βψ)c.

Remark 1. A direct summand of a group homomorphically stable with respect to a group B need not
be homomorphically stable with respect to B. Indeed, every group is homomorphically stable with
respect to itself; however, a rigid group G of rank > 1 is not homomorphically stable with respect to
G⊕G. Further, according to Example 1, the group Z⊕G is homomorphically stable for every (not
necessarily homomorphically stable) direct summand G. As far as the direct summands of the group B
are concerned, the following fact holds: if a group A is homomorphically stable with respect to B, then A
is homomorphically stable with respect to every direct summand of B [1, Theorem 2].
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Example 3. If a group A has a direct summand isomorphic to a group B, then A is homomorphically
stable with respect to B.

Proof. Indeed, in this case, for every b ∈ B, there is an a ∈ A and a homomorphism A → B taking a
to b.

Recall that a torsion-free group A is said to be fully transitive if, for any elements 0 
= a, b ∈ A,
the condition χ(a) ≤ χ(b) on their characteristics implies that α(a) = b for some α ∈ E(A). A
generalization of this class of groups was studied in [7].

Theorem 3. A fully transitive torsion-free group A is homomorphically stable if and only if,
given any types t1 and t2 in the set T (A) of types of all nonzero elements of the group A, there is
a τ ∈ T (A) such that τ ≤ t1, t2.

Proof. Necessity. By Theorem 2, for any a, b ∈ A, there exists a c ∈ A and α, β ∈ E(A) such that
α(c) = a and β(c) = b. In particular, for the types of these elements, we have

t(c) ≤ t(a), t(b).

Sufficiency. Let

a = α(x), b = β(y),

where α, β ∈ Hom(A,B), x, y ∈ A, and t(x), t(y) ≥ τ ∈ T (A). There is an element z of type τ such
that χ(z) ≤ χ(x). Let n ∈ N be the least number for which χ(z) ≤ χ(ny); we have z ∈ nA, because n
is minimal. If nz0 = z, then

χ(z0) ≤ χ(x), χ(z0) ≤ χ(y).

By assumption, we have ϕ(z0) = x and ψ(z0) = y for some ϕ,ψ ∈ E(A). Hence

(αϕ + βψ)(z0) = a+ b.

A group A is said to be finitely homomorphically associated with a family of groups {Bi}i∈I if, for
every finite subset J ⊆ I and any homomorphisms αj ∈ Hom(A,Bj) and elements aj ∈ A, there exists
an element a ∈ A and a family of homomorphisms βj ∈ Hom(A,Bj) such that αj(aj) = βj(a) for every
j ∈ J . Note that the notion of a homomorphically associated group (without the finiteness condition)
was introduced in [1] to study homomorphic stability with respect to direct products of groups.

Theorem 4. Let B =
⊕

i∈I Bi. A pair of groups (A,B) is homomorphically stable if and only if
every pair (A,Bi) is homomorphically stable and A is finitely homomorphically associated with
the family of groups {Bi}i∈I .

Proof. The only if part is obvious due to the aforementioned property of direct summands of the groupB
in Example 1.

Sufficiency. Let

a = α(x), b = β(y),

where α, β ∈ Hom(A,B) and x, y ∈ A. If πi : B → Bi are the projections, then πiα ∈ Hom(A,Bi) and

a =
∑

j∈J
πjα(x), b =

∑

j∈J
πjβ(y) for a finite set J ⊆ I.

By assumption, we have πjα(x) + πjβ(y) = γj(cj) for some γj ∈ Hom(A,Bj) and cj ∈ A. If
δj(c) = γj(cj), then

δ =
∑

j∈J
δj ∈ Hom(A,B), δ(c) = a+ b.

The following technical assertion is valid.
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Corollary 3. Every group A is finitely homomorphically associated with any family {Bp}p∈Π of
p-groups Bp, where Π is a set of primes.

Proof. Let p1, . . . , pn be a finite family of distinct primes, and let bi = αi(ai), where αi ∈ Hom(A,Bpi).
We set si =

∏
j �=i p

mji

j , where each p
mji

j is the order of αj(ai). Note that every number si is coprime
to pi. Therefore, uisibi = bi for some integer ui. Since αj(uisiai) = 0 for j 
= i, it follows that

αj(u1s1a1 + · · ·+ unsnan) = αj(ujsjaj) = bj.

Note that the proof uses only the finiteness of the orders of the bi and does not use the condition
αi ∈ Hom(A,Bpi).

As mentioned above, all periodic groups are homomorphically stable; the following assertion also
holds.

Proposition 3. Every group A is homomorphically stable with respect to every periodic group B.

Proof. By virtue of Corollary 3 and Theorem 5, we may assume that B is a p-group and the group A
is reduced. Take a ∈ α(A) and b ∈ β(A), where α, β ∈ Hom(A,B), and let pk be the order of the
element a+ b. If the group A contains a cyclic direct summand of order ≥ pk with a generator c, then
γ(c) = a+ b for some γ ∈ Hom(A,B). If the group A has no such summands, then its p-component
is a bounded group for which the orders of all elements are < pk and, therefore, this p-component is a
direct summand of A: A = Ap ⊕G. The periodic part of the group G is contained in the kernel of every
homomorphism A → B; thus, we may assume that G is a torsion-free group. Since at least one of the
elements a and b is of order ≥ pk, it follows that this element is an image of an element of A of infinite
order, and since pk−1Ap = 0, it follows that pG 
= G. Hence the element a+ b is a homomorphic image
of some element of the quotient group G/pkG and, therefore, a homomorphic image of some element of
the group A itself.

Corollary 4. Every group A is homomorphically stable with respect to any direct sum B of cyclic
groups.

Proof. If there are homomorphic images of A which are not contained in the periodic part of B, then,
since the torsion-free part of B is a free group, it follows that the group A has a direct summand
isomorphic to the group Z. In this case, in view of Example 1, the group A is homomorphically stable.
If B is a periodic group, then the assertion follows from Proposition 3.

Proposition 4. Every group A is homomorphically stable with respect to any group B of rank 1.

Proof. A group of rank 1 is either a periodic group isomorphic to a subgroup of a quasicyclic group for
some prime p or a torsion-free group isomorphic to a subgroup of the group of rational numbers. Every
group is homomorphically stable with respect to any divisible group [3, Theorem 4] and with respect to
any cyclic group (Corollary 4). Therefore, suppose that B is a torsion-free group of rank 1 and

0 
= α ∈ Hom(A,B), b = α(x) 
= 0.

We may assume that A is a torsion-free group of rank 1. If 0 
= g ∈ B, then nb = mg for some coprime
integers n and m. Let q be a prime divisor of m. If x = qy for some y ∈ A, then α(y) = z, where qz = b.
If x /∈ qA, then γ(x) = z for some γ ∈ Hom(A,B). Arguing by induction, we see that there is an a ∈ A
and a δ ∈ Hom(A,B) for which δ(a) = b/m. Hence

δ(ma + na) = b+ g.

Proposition 5. A pair of groups (A,B) is homomorphically stable if and only if the group A is
homomorphically stable with respect to the reduced part of B.
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Proof. The only if part holds because every group homomorphically stable with respect to B is
homomorphically stable with respect to every direct summand of the group B [1, Theorem 2]; in turn,
the reduced part is a direct summand of the group.

Sufficiency. All periodic and divisible groups are homomorphically stable [2, Corollary 2] and [3,
Theorem 4]. Further, if the reduced part of A is homomorphically stable with respect to B, then A is
homomorphically stable with respect to B [3, Theorem 7]. Therefore, we suppose that A is a reduced
mixed group, α, β ∈ Hom(A,B), and x, y ∈ A. We have B = D⊕G, where D is the divisible part and G
is the reduced part of B. If π : B → D and θ : B → G are the projections, then, by assumption, we have

γ(z) = a for some γ ∈ Hom(A,G), z ∈ A,

where a = θα(x) + θβ(y). If the element z is of infinite order, then

δ(z) = πα(x) + πβ(y) for some δ ∈ Hom(〈z〉,D).

Since the group D is injective, we may assume that δ ∈ Hom(A,D). Then

γ + δ ∈ Hom(A,B) and (γ + δ)(z) = α(x) + β(y).

Therefore, it remains to show that the element z in the equation γ(z) = a can be chosen to be of infinite
order. This is the case if at least one of the elements θα(x) and θβ(y) has infinite order.

Now, suppose that θα(x) and θβ(y) are contained in the periodic part of the group G. Considerations
similar to those in the proof of Corollary 3 show that it sufiices to consider the case in which these
elements belong to some p-component. Let pk denote the order of the element a. The order of the
element z is ≥ pk. Since the group A is reduced, it follows that the p-component of A contains a cyclic
direct summand 〈g〉 of order ≥ pk. For some η ∈ Hom(〈g〉, G), we have η(g) = a. Let us extend η
to a homomorphism A → G by setting the action of the homomorphism on the complementary direct
summand 〈g〉 to be equal to 0. If c is an element of infinite order in the complementary direct summand,
then λ(c) = 0 and, therefore, λ(c+ g) = a.

Proposition 5 was proved in [3, Theorem 6] for torsion-free groups. Before passing to Corollary 5,
we state Theorem 5, which was stated in [3] for the case in which A is a torsion-free group; however, its
proof remains valid for an arbitrary group A. Corollary 5 was also proved in [3, Corollary 10] in the case
of torsion-free groups.

Theorem 5 ([3, Theorem 8]). A pair of groups (A,B) is homomorphically stable if and only if the
reduced part of A is homomorphically stable with respect to the group B.

Proposition 5 and Theorem 5 imply the following corollary.

Corollary 5. A pair of groups (A,B) is homomorphically stable if and only if the reduced part
of A is homomorphically stable with respect to the reduced part of B.

In conclusion, we pose two open problems.

Problem 1. Study the homomorphic stability of pairs of groups (An, Am), where n,m ∈ N

and n < m < 2n.

Problem 2. Study those homomorphically stable groups A for which there are groups not
homomorphically stable with respect to A.
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