
1

Vol.:(0123456789)

Scientific Reports |        (2023) 13:19856  | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-46846-x

www.nature.com/scientificreports

Development of an advanced 
velocity modulator for a portable 
Mössbauer spectrometer
Joanne Yoon 1, Jaegi Lee 2, Sung‑Joon Ye 1 & Young‑bong Bang 3,4*

Mössbauer spectroscopy is a nuclear spectroscopic technique that measures changes in energy on 
an atomic scale. In a Mössbauer spectrometer, a velocity modulator oscillates a radioactive source 
to vary the energy of gamma rays. Conventional velocity modulators use wires primarily as motion 
guides; however, the tension state of these wires may change over time. Membrane springs are thus 
used as an alternative to wires; however, they also present certain challenges related to their design, 
manufacturing, and assembly. Instead of wires or membrane springs, this study used a linear bearing 
with preloaded compression springs. The advantage of this mechanism is that permanent deformation 
or changes in spring stiffness minimally occur during spring assembly and operation. The developed 
velocity modulator is compact and light, making it ideal for portable applications. A digital controller 
is used to easily modify and customize control parameters and the supporting algorithm, which is not 
easily achieved with conventional analog controllers. Moreover, by applying a switching amplifier, 
low‑power operation is also achieved. Feedforward control values are calculated by an iterative 
learning method that is robust to the control of repeated motion. Using finite element method 
simulations and experiments, the performance of the developed prototype was evaluated. The 
velocity signal demonstrated linearity with a correlation with a straight line of approximately 0.996 for 
a triangular velocity profile (satisfactory performance).

Mössbauer spectroscopy is a technique based on the Mössbauer effect, which involves resonant and recoil-free 
emission and absorption of gamma radiation by atomic nuclei bound in a  solid1. Using Mössbauer spectros-
copy, small changes can be measured in the chemical environment of Mössbauer nuclei (e.g., 57-Fe)2, 3. There 
have been many applications of Mössbauer spectroscopy in analytical chemistry and materials science, such as 
determining the chemical states and crystal structures of iron compounds in cultural assets without damaging 
them (a.k.a. nondestructive testing)4–7.

Figure 1a shows the typical configuration of a Mössbauer spectrometer, which comprises three primary 
components: a radioactive source, a collimator that filters out nonparallel gamma rays, and a photon  detector3, 8. 
In Mössbauer spectral measurements, the radioactive source is oscillated by a linear motor in a specific velocity 
range to generate a Doppler effect. This process allows gamma rays to be shifted by amounts proportional to the 
velocities of the radioactive source, so gamma ray energy can be scanned over a specific range, and a Mössbauer 
spectrum can be  obtained3, 9. A subsystem for driving the gamma ray source is called a velocity modulator, and 
it generally consists of a linear motor, a linear sensor, and a dedicated servo controller. Since Mössbauer spec-
troscopy depends on the motion of the gamma ray source, the velocity modulator must be designed for precise 
and stable motion control.

The basic concepts of the velocity modulator, including a structure with dual coils (driving coil and sensing 
coil) and its operating principle based on electromagnetic phenomena, were established decades  ago10–12. The 
driving coil realizes motion based on the Lorentz force. This actuation unit, also called the voice coil motor 
(VCM), has a fast response and simple structure. The sensing coil is an analog linear velocity transducer (LVT). 
It is based on Faraday’s law of induction and outputs a voltage signal proportional to the speed. In applications 
where precise speed control is required in short strokes, such as velocity modulators, a LVT offers great advan-
tages. Measuring the speed with a digital linear encoder used in a general servo system requires numerical dif-
ferentiation. In this process, the resolution of the encoder and the limitations of the sampling period may reduce 
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the accuracy of the speed measurements. For the abovementioned reasons, the VCM and LVT are suitable mecha-
nisms for velocity modulators. Therefore, many related  studies10–15 and commercial  products16–18 have adopted 
similar structures. This study investigates the VCM and LVT as the basic components of the velocity modulator.

In conventional velocity modulators, wires or strings (Kapton wires nylon wires, etc.) are commonly used as 
motion guide  springs11. Wire-based methods are easy to install, ighten the moving part, and greatly reduce the 
friction it experiences. Despite the effectiveness of such methods, the tension of the wires or strings may change 
over time, which reduces the ability to keep the performance of the velocity modulator stable. To address this 
issue, membrane springs (or thin-plate springs) have been introduced as alternatives to wires or  strings10, 13–15. 
Even though membrane springs can maintain tension for a longer period than the wire-based method, it is 
not simple to design its geometry or pattern so that it has the required stiffness. It is also difficult to precisely 
machine the designed membrane pattern. Moreover, special care must be taken when assembling these systems. 
In the early stage of this study, thin-plate springs were considered. However, when springs were installed, they 
were too prone to torsion, buckling, or permanent deformation. This limit causes nonlinear characteristics that 
adversely affect speed control. Consequently, this study investigated a linear bearing as a motion guiding part 
and preloaded compression springs as position returning springs, a method that is clearly different from previous 
mechanisms (wires or membrane springs).

On the other hand, most studies consider the development of velocity modulators have addressed improve-
ment of the controller as the main topic rather than the mechanical structure. In early velocity modulators, 
analog controllers using operational amplifiers (op-amps) were usually  applied10–12. Analog controllers provide 
high-resolution and fast signal processing speed, but they are vulnerable to noise and require changes in circuit 
design to modify control parameters and algorithms. Therefore, more recent studies have used a digital control-
ler with a high-speed  processor13, 15, 19–22. The digital controller can modify and customize control algorithms 
through software programming. For example, an algorithm was reported that automatically tuned the values of 
the control parameters based on a digital  controller21, 22. However, linear amplifiers were still used as the motor 
driving  circuit20, 21. In contrast, a switching amplifier was used in this study. A switching amplifier has better 
energy efficiency than linear types, and it generates less heat, so it is advantageous for long-term use.

This study presents a high-performance velocity modulator for a portable Mössbauer spectrometer. A portable 
Mössbauer spectrometer is required to handle samples that cannot be brought into the laboratory environment 
or cultural objects that must not be damaged. It should be a back-scattering type, where a velocity modulator 
and a gamma-ray detector are integrated into a single housing (Fig. 1b). Therefore, the smaller and lighter the 
velocity modulator is, the greater the mobility of the Mössbauer spectrometer. Most commercially available 
velocity modulators are large and heavy (Table 1) because they are made for general purposes that can drive 
heavy samples at high speed and mainly target transmission configuration. Therefore, a task described herein 
is the design of a velocity modulator that is more compact and lighter than those used in existing commercial 

Figure 1.  Mössbauer spectrometer. (a) Schematic  diagram8. (b) Two types of  configurations6.

Table 1.  Performances of commercial velocity  modulators16–18.

Product Size (mm2 ) and weight (kg) Max. speed (mm/s) Resonance frequency (Hz) Velocity sensitivity (mV per 1 mm/s)

MA-250 �108× 178 , 5.2 200 25 30

MA-260S �108× 200 , 3.9 300 25 25

MVT-1000 �108× 138 , 4.5 300 25 25
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products. For this study, a prototype velocity modulator was developed, which has good performance and dis-
tinguishable features from existing devices.

Methods
Design requirements
The design requirements for this study were based on the typical operating conditions of a Mössbauer spectrom-
eter targeting 57-Fe samples. A driving velocity range of approximately ±10 mm/s can cover the appropriate 
energy shifting range of the gamma ray for 57-Fe  samples13. As Table 1 shows, the maximum speed of com-
mercial products is greater than 10 mm/s for general purposes including samples other than 57-Fe and their 
corresponding sources. This study targeted only 57-Fe, so there is no need to provide a wide range of speeds 
similar to commercial products.

When a velocity modulator oscillates the radioactive source, a cyclic triangular waveform is typically the target 
velocity  profile23–25. This profile offers the advantage of a shorter dead time at the velocity transition point, where 
the movement is  nonlinear13. In the case where the frequency is set to 25 Hz and the amplitude is set to 10 mm/s 
in the triangular velocity profile, the required stroke is calculated as 100 µm, and the acceleration is 1 m/s2. The 
scanning rate, which is the frequency of the velocity profile, is typically set close to the resonance frequency of 
the velocity modulation system to maximize energy  efficiency26. If the scanning rate increases, then the required 
stroke decreases, but the required acceleration increases. Conversely, if the scanning rate decreases, then the 
required acceleration decreases, but the required stroke increases. Therefore, when designing a mechanical sys-
tem and the VCM, it is essential to consider a sufficient margin for both the moving stroke and the acceleration 
performance (i.e., power) of a linear motor.

For the LVT, the higher the voltage output ratio to the velocity, the higher the sensitivity, and thus the higher 
the signal-to-noise ratio, which is advantageous for precise control. Here, a design goal has been established for 
the LVT, which aims to achieve higher sensitivity than commercial products (Table 1).

Mechanical system design
Figure 2a illustrates the structure and major components of the proposed velocity modulator. A linear motion 
guide is essential for reducing friction in the driving direction and for supporting lateral forces. This design used 
a commercial linear bearing of the ball-slide type (BSGM6-25, Misumi) as a linear motion guide, rather than 
wires or membrane springs. The selected linear bearing has low friction and stable movement. Although it makes 
moving parts slightly heavier than those made with wires or membrane springs, it is more mechanically durable.

The mechanical structure can achieve better stability when two linear bearings are employed and symmetri-
cally installed with respect to the moving shaft. However, if the axes of motion of the two guides are not accurately 
aligned with each other and along the moving axis, the design may result in an increase in frictional resistance 
to the moving part. Therefore, in this study, one linear bearing is utilized.

To limit the position range of the moving part and to prevent position drift during velocity control, com-
mercial compression springs (WF3-10, Misumi) were used as returning springs. Compared to wire or membrane 
springs, compression springs offer a longer lifespan, a reduced risk of permanent deformation during assembly, 
and minimal change in spring stiffness. Furthermore, compression springs are commercially available with a 
variety of specifications, so they are easy to use and replace.

The compression springs are installed on both sides of the linear bearing, each slightly preloaded to prevent 
easy disassembling. Due to the restoring force from the preload of the springs, the position of the moving part 
is maintained at the center without drifting toward either end of the stroke, in the idle state.

The stationary parts of the VCM and LVT are fixed to the base frame, and both components have a hollow 
structure, through which the moving shaft passes at their centers. The movable parts of the VCM and LVT are 
securely connected to either end of the shaft, moving as a single rigid body. Additionally, the shaft is connected 
to the carrier of the linear bearing through link plates, and the rail of the linear bearing is fixed to the base frame.

Figure 2.  Designed velocity modulator. (a) Structure and components. (b) Mössbauer  source27.
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A radioactive source is installed on the moving shaft via the M4 thread. An example of an available Mössbauer 
source is shown in Fig. 2b. For this study, a stainless-steel (SUS304) dummy source using the same dimensions 
and weight as the source in Fig. 2b was constructed and used in the “Experiment” section.

Electromagnetic system design
The structures of the VCM and LVT are designed in similar geometries, as shown in Fig. 3. Unlike many existing 
velocity modulators that use axially magnetized permanent magnets in the magnetic core; in this study, radially 
magnetized magnets are employed to minimize magnetic leakage and reduce energy losses. For this purpose, 
bar-shaped neodymium permanent magnets (N35, 15× 5× 2 T) are attached to the inner surface of each yoke 
(a low carbon steel, SS400) and arranged in the circumferential direction for magnetic flux (as shown in Fig. 3a) 
to pass through in a radial direction. Use of a circular array of bar-shaped magnets is a cost-effective and feasible 
alternative to a toroid magnet with a rectangular section and radial magnetization.

The dimensions d1 , d2 , and h as indicated in Fig. 3b are important parameters in the magnetic circuits of 
both the VCM and LVT, as they influence the magnetic flux density within the air gap. These parameters are 
correlated with the number of elements in their magnet arrays, as well as the dimensions and the number of 
turns in their solenoid coils.

Several constraints existed in the design of the yoke. First, d1 needed to have some dimensional margin 
compared to the outer diameter of the solenoid coil to prevent interference with the mechanical movement of 
the solenoid coil. In this study, a coil winding jig with a diameter of 20.2 mm was employed for both the VCM 
and LVT to reduce coil manufacturing costs. Consequently, the flexibility to adjust d1 was limited. Second, the 
dimension of d2 had to be determined based on the number of bar-shaped magnets that could be arranged on 
the yoke in the circumferential direction. Third, the value of h had to be based on the height of the magnet.

Solenoid coils
The determination of coil turns should be approached distinctly for VCM and LVT systems, depending on 
their respective requirements as actuators and sensors. In the case of a VCM, increasing the number of coil 
turns can lead to higher force output, even with a reduced coil current, which effectively increases the force 
constant (force-to-current ratio). However, as the number of coil turns increases, the coil resistance increases 
correspondingly, which may necessitate a higher supply voltage to maintain the same current value. Therefore, 
achieving a comprehensive balance between VCM coil turns, resistance, and supply voltage is crucial. In this 
study, electromagnetic (EM) static analysis was used to estimate the force constant of the VCM depending on 
the coil parameters (Flux 2D, Altair).

For an LVT, increasing the number of coil turns within the same volume can lead to an increase in the coil 
voltage output for the same coil velocity, effectively enhancing the measurement sensitivity. Therefore, a copper 
wire of thin diameter was selected to increase the number of turns in a limited space. In this study, EM transient 
analysis was used to estimate the sensitivity of the LVT depending on the coil parameters and coil movement 
(Flux 2D, Altair).

Table 2 summarizes the design parameters for the VCM and LVT, identifying the appropriate parameter 
values through trial and error. Considering the size of the yoke and magnet thickness, there was a slight margin 
in the diameters of the solenoid coils for both the VCM and LVT. The coil heights were adjusted to be less than 
the height of the permanent magnet, thereby increasing the utilization rate of the magnetic flux in the air gap.

Electromagnetic analysis
In EM analysis of a VCM, it is possible to estimate the permeance line of the magnetic core, determine the oper-
ating point of the permanent magnets and calculate the resulting flux density in the air gap. Subsequently, the 
force and force constant of a VCM can be computed using the formula for the Lorentz force:

Figure 3.  Structure of the VCM and LVT. (a) Exploded view. (b) Cross section.
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The EM analysis for the designed VCM are shown in Fig. 4. At the middle position of the air gap through which 
the VCM coil passes, the magnetic flux density is distributed as shown in Fig. 4b. The force in the direction of 
motion (i.e., the Y-axis in Fig. 4a) is related to the X-axis component of the magnetic flux density. As shown in 
Fig. 4b, the X-axis component of the magnetic flux density is relatively uniform in the range of the VCM coil. 
The force constant of the VCM is calculated to be approximately 9 N/A (Fig. 4c). Therefore, even when the VCM 
coil current is 1 A, it can generate an acceleration of 1 m/s2 with a moving mass of up to 9 kg. The moving part 
consists of various mechanical components, including the coil assemblies, shaft, link plates, carrier of a ball-slide 
bearing, bolts, and nuts. The total mass of this moving part has been designed to be as small as several tens of 
grams (at most); thus the designed VCM can handle a substantial range of accelerations.

For a LVT, like a VCM, after the permeance line of the magnetic core is determined, the operating point of 
the permanent magnets and the flux density in the air gap can be estimated, it becomes possible to calculate the 
induced electromotive force by coil movement and velocity-to-voltage ratio (measurement sensitivity) for a LVT. 
This calculation is based on Faraday’s law of electromagnetic induction:

The results of the EM analysis for the designed LVT are presented in Fig. 5. The output voltage of the LVT was 
simulated while controlling the coil velocity to follow a triangular profile (± 10 mm/s, 25 Hz), with both ends of 
the coil maintained open (i.e., 0 A). At the middle position of the air gap through which the LVT coil passes, the 
magnetic flux density is distributed as shown in Fig. 5b. The coil voltage generated for the speed in the moving 
direction (i.e., the Y-axis in Fig. 5a) is related to the X-axis component of the magnetic flux density. As shown 
in Fig. 5b, the X-axis component of the magnetic flux density in the range where the coil installed is uniform 
except for both ends. The sensitivity for 10 mm/s is estimated at aproximately 0.58 V (Fig. 5c,d) (Supplemen-
tary Figs. 4 and 5).

(1)�F =

∫
i(d�l × �B)

(2)ε =

∫
(�v × �B) · d�l

Table 2.  Design parameters of the EM system.

Parameter Value Unit

VCM

 Coil diameter 0.25 mm

 Coil turns 305 –

 Coil resistance 8 �

 Coil dimension 23.8× 20.2× 13 mm3

 Yoke dimension ( d1 × d2 × h) 19× 29× 15 mm3

LVT

 Coil diameter 0.1 mm

 Coil turns 2288 –

 Coil resistance 368 �

 Coil dimension 25.8× 20.2× 13 mm3

 Yoke dimension ( d1 × d2 × h) 19× 31× 15 mm3

Figure 4.  Results of EM analysis of the VCM. (a) Magnetic flux density distribution. (b) Magnetic flux density 
in the line region of interest (middle of the air gap). (c) Force–displacement property.
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Magnetic shielding
Minimizing magnetic interference between the VCM and LVT is advantageous for reducing noise in the LVT and 
achieving precise control of the VCM. As depicted in Fig. 2a, the yokes of the VCM and LVT are arranged such that 
they open in opposite directions. This configuration was determined through EM analysis to evaluate leakage flux 
and magnetic interference between them. The EM analysis results (Fig. 6) demonstrate that the yokes of the VCM 
and LVT function as a type of metal barrier, effectively limiting the interference of magnetic flux between these 
components. The magnetic flux density at the intermediate position between the VCM and LVT is illustrated in 
Fig. 6b, with the average magnitude of the magnetic flux density measuring less than 2 mT (Supplementary Fig. 6).

Control system design
An overview of the proposed control system is shown in Fig. 7. The LVT signal pair is input into the differential 
instrumentation amplifier (amplification gain: 2 × ). Low-pass filters are used to reduce the signal noise of the 

Figure 5.  Results of EM analysis of the LVT. (a) Magnetic flux density distribution. (b) Magnetic flux density in 
the line region of interest (middle of the air gap). (c) Imposed velocity for simulation. (d) Simulated LVT signal.

Figure 6.  Simulation result of magnetic shielding. (a) Magnetic flux density distribution. (b) Magnetic flux 
density in the line region of interest (VCM–LVT middle line).
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LVT signal pair before entering the instrumentation amplifier. The output signal of the instrumentation ampli-
fier is then input into the main controller (STM32G431KB, STMicroelectronics), where it is converted into a 
12-bit digital value.

The analog-to-digital conversion (ADC) is configured to be triggered and synchronized with a pulse-width 
modulation (PWM) signal, sampling at the midpoint of the pulse width rather than at the edge of the PWM 
signal. This approach helps decrease signal contamination caused by switching noise. During each sampling, 
the ADC processes oversample eight times at a high rate and average these eight samples. Oversampling and 
averaging are employed to reduce the influence of impulse noise.

An H-bridge switching amplifier (DRV8876, Texas Instruments) was used as the motor driving circuit. The 
control signal for the switching amplifier is the PWM signal, and the control resolution of the switching ampli-
fier is dependent on the PWM resolution. The PWM signal was generated with 16 times increased resolution by 
employing the dithering technique, which enabled more precise control of the motor supply voltage. The PWM 
signal has a high frequency of 85 kHz to minimize the VCM coil current ripple and is configured in complemen-
tary mode. This complementary PWM mode enables smoother transitions in the voltage applied to the motor 
compared to a normal PWM mode.

The control algorithm was based on proportional feedback control. The performance of target tracking was 
improved by adding a feedforward controller based on an iterative learning algorithm. In the Mössbauer velocity 
modulator, repetitive motions are performed with a constant velocity profile, and there is not much variation 
in load. Therefore, an iterative learning method was applied that works well under these  conditions28, based 
on calculating the feedforward value that adds the control output of the previous iteration to the new control 
output. The iterative learning-based feedforward calculation formula is shown in (Eq. 3), and the final control 
value is calculated using feedforward and feedback control methods in (Eq. 4). All control gains were tuned 
through trial and error.

Motion profile design
As mentioned in the “Design requirements” section, the triangular velocity profile is commonly used as the ref-
erence of the velocity modulator control. However, the original triangular profile may cause large control errors 
because the acceleration changes discontinuously near the vertex. Therefore, the basic triangular velocity profile 
was modified by restricting abrupt acceleration changes (jerk limitation) so that the changes were made to be 
smooth and continuous (Fig. 8). This enables improved control performance and reduce unwanted vibrations 
and noises during motion  control29.

Experiment
Figure 9 shows the prototype and the experimental setup for evaluating its performance. The specifications of 
the prototype are summarized in Table 3. The prototype is compact and lightweight compared to commercial 
products (Table 1). To assess the control performance, the displacement of the moving shaft and dummy source 
was directly measured using an inductive proximity sensor (E2CA, Omron). This position sensor was employed 
solely as a verification tool in this study and was not used during the actual operation of the prototype. A dif-
ferential probe (TA057, Pico Technology) was utilized to monitor the output signal of the position sensor on an 

(3)uff [k] = K1 · uff [k − 1] + K2 · u[k − 1]

(4)u[k] = Kp · (r[k] − y[k])+ uff [k]

Figure 7.  Block diagram of a control system.
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oscilloscope (DPO4014B, Tektronix). By differentiating the measured displacement, the actual velocity of the 
moving shaft can be estimated. The reference signal r[k] and error signal e[k] of the controller were converted 
into analog signals using a digital-to-analog conversion (DAC) and then simultaneously measured on an oscil-
loscope with the position sensor signal.

Frequency response
Frequency response (Fig. 10) of the developed prototype (with the dummy source) was measured by stimulat-
ing the VCM with a sinusoidal signal with 50 mV of amplitude, provided by a wave generator (EDU33212A, 
Keysight). The signal induced in the LVT was recorded with the oscilloscope (DPO4014B, Tektronix). As shown 
in Fig. 10, the resonance is close to 30 Hz (Supplementary Fig. 10).

Figure 8.  Reference motion profile with jerk limitation.

Figure 9.  Prototype and experimental setup.

Table 3.  Specification of a prototype.

Parameter Value Unit

Moving mass (without dummy) 66.1 g

Total mass (without circuit and dummy) 568.6 g

Mass of a dummy source 4.5 g

Mass of a circuit 25.6 g

Moving stroke (mechanical) ±1 mm

Dimension (with dummy) 53× 61× 93 mm3

Spring constant 1 ( = 0.5× 2ea) N/mm

Power consumption (avg.) 0.55 W
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Velocity control performance
To evaluate the sensitivity of the LVT and the control performance of the VCM, profile tracking motion is moni-
tored using a triangular velocity profile with jerk limitation as the target profile, as described in the “Motion 
profile design” section. To facilitate a direct comparison between the experimental results and the previous EM 
analysis and simulation results, the amplitude and frequency of the reference profile were configured to match 
the values used in the EM analysis and simulation (as shown in Fig. 5c,d).

In Fig. 11a, the calculated velocity signal was obtained by differentiating the displacement signal measured 
from the position sensor. A moving average filter was also applied to reduce high-frequency noise (where the filter 
conditions include a moving average span: 300 samples; oscilloscope signal sampling period: 10 microseconds; 
total number of samples: 10,000). When comparing the calculated velocity signal with the velocity reference 
signal in Fig. 11a, data show that the actual velocity of the moving part closely matches the target profile. When 
comparing the calculated velocity signal in Fig. 11a with the LVT signal in Fig. 11b, it is observed that the LVT 
generates a voltage of approximately 0.38 V at 10 mm/s (Supplementary Fig. 11).

Results and discussion
There is a slight difference between the LVT sensitivity obtained from the experiment (Fig. 11a,b) and the results 
of the EM analysis and simulation (Fig. 5c,d). This difference may be related to variations in magnetic flux density 
between them. In the EM analysis, since the geometry of the LVT is assumed to be axisymmetric (toroid magnet 
with a rectangular section and radial magnetization), the magnetic flux density is calculated to be slightly higher 
than that of the circular array of bar-shaped magnets (Fig. 3a), resulting in a higher velocity-to-voltage ratio. 
This is a predictable result and is not a problem that causes degradation of control performance. In fact, the 
performance of the prototype is not inferior to that of commercial products (Table 1).

Linearity within the increasing or decreasing sections of the actual velocity signals was assessed through a line 
fitting, as shown in Fig. 12. This evaluation helps verify the precision and stability of the control over the actual 
velocity of the moving part while excluding the influence of noise present in the signals. The line fitting process 
was performed on the two signals; The first was calculated velocity from the displacement signal measured by 
an inductive proximity sensor; the second is the LVT signal. The data used for fitting were extracted within the 
constant acceleration range (0.41–0.59 s) of the experimental results.

Figure 10.  Frequency response of the prototype.

Figure 11.  Experimental results. (a) Feedback control result. (b) LVT signal.
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In the case of the calculated velocity signal, its correlation with a straight line (R-squared) was approximately 
0.940 (Fig. 12a). For the LVT signal, the correlation with a straight line was approximately 0.996 (Fig. 12b). These 
results mean that the developed velocity modulator has good linearity of velocity. In other words, this implies 
that the velocity control performance of the developed prototype is stable and precise.

When analyzing the causes of errors and noise in both signals, the following conclusions are made. In the 
former case, the noise is mainly caused by numerical differentiation. In the latter case, the results were affected 
by the noise induced by the amplifier of the position sensor.

Conclusion
Here, an advanced velocity modulator was designed and constructed for a portable Mössbauer spectrometer. The 
developed velocity modulator is more compact and lightweight than previous ones. In addition, it has several 
distinguishing features as follows:

• Linear bearing with per-loaded springs as linear motion guide and position-limiting mechanism.
• Digital feedback and feedforward control with iterative learning algorithm for improved target tracking 

performance.
• Switching amplifier with high energy efficiency, which is suitable for portable and long-term operations.

A velocity profile with smooth transitions through jerk restriction was used as a velocity reference. Satisfactory 
results were reported in terms of target tracking performance and excellent linearity of velocity signals based on 
the experimental results (i.e., there was a high correlation with the linear fit).

This paper presents a detailed description of how the proposed system was designed by component, which can 
be used as a valuable reference in the development of velocity modulators for Mössbauer spectrometers. In the 
future, this prototype will be integrated with a gamma ray detector based on Si-PIN modules and a multichannel 
analysis system, to fablicate a fully portable Mössbauer spectrometer.

Data availability
All data generated or analyzed during this study are included in this article and its supplementary file.

Received: 17 February 2023; Accepted: 6 November 2023

References
 1. Yoshida, Y. & Langouche, G. Mössbauer spectroscopy, Vol. 10, 978–983 (Springer, Berlin, 2013).
 2. Greenwood, N. N. Mössbauer spectroscopy (Springer Science & Business Media, 2012).
 3. Fultz, B. Mössbauer Spectrometry, 1–21 (John Wiley & Sons, Ltd, 2012).
 4. Cohen, R. Mössbauer spectroscopy: Recent developments: The current status of mössbauer spectroscopy is reviewed, emphasizing 

materials science applications. Science 178, 828–835 (1972).
 5. Bitossi, G., Giorgi, R., Mauro, M., Salvadori, B. & Dei, L. Spectroscopic techniques in cultural heritage conservation: A survey. 

Appl. Spectrosc. Rev. 40, 187–228 (2005).
 6. Dyar, M. D., Agresti, D. G., Schaefer, M. W., Grant, C. A. & Sklute, E. C. Mössbauer spectroscopy of earth and planetary materials. 

Annu. Rev. Earth Planet. Sci. 34, 83–125 (2006).
 7. Longworth, G. The use of mössbauer spectroscopy in non-destructive testing. NDT Int. 10, 241–246 (1977).
 8. Gütlich, P. Fifty years of mössbauer spectroscopy in solid state research-remarkable achievements, future perspectives. Zeitschrift 

für anorganische und allgemeine Chemie 638, 15–43 (2012).
 9. Cohen, R. L. Applications of Mössbauer spectroscopy (Academic Press, 2013).

Figure 12.  Curve fitting results for a constant acceleration range (0.41–0.59 s). (a) Calculated velocity 
(R2

= 0.940 ). (b) LVT signal (R2
= 0.996).



11

Vol.:(0123456789)

Scientific Reports |        (2023) 13:19856  | https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-46846-x

www.nature.com/scientificreports/

 10. Wit, H., Hoeksema, G. & Niesen, L. A multi-purpose velocity transducer for mössbauer spectrometers. Nucl. Instrum. Methods 
141, 515–518. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1016/ 0029- 554X(77) 90646-2 (1977).

 11. Evdokimov, V. et al. Mini and micro transducers for mössbauer spectroscopy. Nucl. Instr. Methods Phys. Res. Sect. B Beam Interact. 
Mater. Atoms 95, 278–280 (1995).

 12. Kankeleit, E. Feedback in electromechanical drive systems. In Mössbauer effect methodology, 47–66 (Springer, 1965).
 13. Novák, P., Procházka, V. & Stejskal, A. Universal drive unit for detector velocity modulation in mössbauer spectroscopy. Nucl. 

Instr. Methods Phys. Res. Sect. A Accel. Spectr. Detect. Assoc. Equip. 1031, 166573 (2022).
 14. Velásquez, A., Carmona, A., Velásquez, D. & Ángel, L. Design and construction of an electromechanical velocity modulator for 

mössbauer spectroscopy. Hyperf. Inter. 202, 63–71 (2011).
 15. Navařík, J. Advances in mössbauer spectroscopy instrumental architecture. Hyperf. Inter. 242, 1–9 (2021).
 16. FAST ComTec. Operating manual mössbauer drive system 351 (MA-250 / MR-351). https:// www. fastc omtec. com/ ftp/ manua ls/ 

ma250- mr351. pdf (2000). [Online; accessed 29-December-2022].
 17. WissEl. Mössbauer velocity transducer, MA-260S. http:// www. wissel- gmbh. de/ index. php? option= com_ conte nt& task= view& id= 

14& Itemid= 36 (2007). [Online; accessed 29-December-2022].
 18. WissEl. Mössbauer velocity transducer, MVT-1000. http:// www. wissel- gmbh. de/ index. php? option= com_ conte nt& task= view& id= 

15& Itemid= 34 (2007). [Online; accessed 29-December-2022].
 19. Kohout, P., Kouřil, L., Navařík, J., Novák, P. & Pechoušek, J. Optimized linear motor and digital pid controller setup used in möss-

bauer spectrometer. In AIP Conference Proceedings, Vol. 1622, 50–57 (American Institute of Physics, 2014).
 20. Kohout, P., Kouřil, L., Opíchal, A., Kohoutová, A. & Pechoušek, J. Mössbauer spectrometer with advanced modulation of gamma 

ray energy utilizing real-time industrial computer. IEEE Trans. Nucl. Sci. 68, 1869–1875 (2021).
 21. Zekhtser, M. Y., Revyakin, A. & Sarychev, D. Self-adjusting control system of the electrodynamic velocity transducer for mössbauer 

spectrometer. Nucl. Instr. Methods Phys. Res. Sect. B Beam Inter. Mater. Atoms 381, 45–51 (2016).
 22. Procházka, V., Novák, P., Vrba, V., Stejskal, A. & Dudka, M. Autotuning procedure for energy modulation in mössbauer spectros-

copy. Nucl. Instr. Methods Phys. Res. Sect. B Beam Inter. Mater. Atoms 483, 55–62 (2020).
 23. El Nimr, M., Kamel, M., Amer, M., Saafan, S. & Atlam, A. A detailed design of a lab-built modulator driver for a mössbauer spec-

trometer. Instr. Sci. Technol. 41, 638–650 (2013).
 24. Mashlan, M. et al. Mössbauer spectrometer with resonant detector. Nucl. Instr. Methods Phys. Res. Sect. B Beam Inter. Mater. Atoms 

243, 241–246 (2006).
 25. Pechousek, J., Novák, P., Navarik, J. & Machala, L. Moessbauer spectroscopy system with increased performance and flexibility-

utilization in material research. In Proceedings of the 19th international conference on applied physics of condensed matter, Vol. 48, 
302 (2013).

 26. Gütlich, P., Bill, E. & Trautwein, A. X. Mössbauer spectroscopy and transition metal chemistry: Fundamentals and applications 
(Springer Science & Business Media, 2010).

 27. RITVERC JSC. Mössbauer resonance on 57Fe. https:// ritve rc. com/ en/ produ cts/ sourc es- scien tific- appli cation/ mossb auer- sourc es/ 
57co (2007). [Online; accessed 29-December-2022].

 28. Bristow, D. A., Tharayil, M. & Alleyne, A. G. A survey of iterative learning control. IEEE Control Syst. Magaz. 26, 96–114 (2006).
 29. Veiga, A. et al. Smooth driving of mössbauer electromechanical transducers. Hyperfine Interact. 202, 107–115 (2011).

Acknowledgements
This work was supported by the National Research Foundation for Korea under Grants 2022M2A2A6A0508285424 
and 2023R1A2C100660811.

Author contributions
All authors performed investigations, analyzed data, wrote the main manuscript text, and prepared all figures and 
tables. Especially, Y-b.B. proposed and designed the mechanism, and reviewed the manuscript. J.Y. developed 
the control system and performed experiments and electromagnetic analysis.

Competing interests 
The authors declare no competing interests.

Additional information
Supplementary Information The online version contains supplementary material available at https:// doi. org/ 
10. 1038/ s41598- 023- 46846-x.

Correspondence and requests for materials should be addressed to Y.B.

Reprints and permissions information is available at www.nature.com/reprints.

Publisher’s note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and 
institutional affiliations.

Open Access  This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or 

format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the 
Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this 
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the 
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from 
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http:// creat iveco mmons. org/ licen ses/ by/4. 0/.

© The Author(s) 2023

https://doi.org/10.1016/0029-554X(77)90646-2
https://www.fastcomtec.com/ftp/manuals/ma250-mr351.pdf
https://www.fastcomtec.com/ftp/manuals/ma250-mr351.pdf
http://www.wissel-gmbh.de/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=14&Itemid=36
http://www.wissel-gmbh.de/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=14&Itemid=36
http://www.wissel-gmbh.de/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=15&Itemid=34
http://www.wissel-gmbh.de/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=15&Itemid=34
https://ritverc.com/en/products/sources-scientific-application/mossbauer-sources/57co
https://ritverc.com/en/products/sources-scientific-application/mossbauer-sources/57co
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-46846-x
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-46846-x
www.nature.com/reprints
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Development of an advanced velocity modulator for a portable Mössbauer spectrometer
	Methods
	Design requirements
	Mechanical system design
	Electromagnetic system design
	Solenoid coils
	Electromagnetic analysis
	Magnetic shielding

	Control system design
	Motion profile design

	Experiment
	Frequency response
	Velocity control performance


	Results and discussion
	Conclusion
	References
	Acknowledgements


