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Preface

Six years ago, when the first CBRATEC (Congresso Brasileiro de Analise Térmica e
Calirometria) was organised by the Brazilian Association of Thermal Analysis and Calo-
rimetry in Pocos de Caldas — MG — Brazil in 1998, none of us knew, how many confer-
ences will follow the first one. That time the Scientific Committee has decided to organise
such a conference in every second year. So we reached the Il CBRATEC in April, 2002,
which was held in Pogos de Caldas — MG, Brazil, too.

The third conference meant tradition with regard to the following aspects:

- All conferences were held in Pogos de Caldas — MG, in a tiny mine-town, which is
located in a small valley and ideal to hold conferences.

- All the participants could enjoy the hospitality of the local inhabitants and the facili-
ties of ‘Palace Casino’, where the opening and closing ceremonies and all other scientific
events were held.

- Despite of the domestic feature of the conference, all of them have been organised
with an international participation, when scientists from Europe and the United States
were invited.

- The Conference Organisers promoted the participation of the young generation,
especially the undergraduates, graduating and Ph.D. students, who represent the new
wave among thermal analysts in the near future. Furthermore, their number is continu-
ously increasing.

- At last, but not at least, a nice number of selected papers have been published in
the Journal of Thermal Analysis and Calorimetry after all conferences.

What was the difference during Il CBRATEC, compared to the previous ones?

This was the first time, when the President of ICTAC (Prof. Rouquerol) had been invited,
and also that was the first time, when five foreign researchers (J. Rouquerol, M. Jaroniec,

D. Burlett, A. Riga and Cs. Novak) the Honorary Membership status of ABRATEC was being
awarded.

During the conference the new Staff of ABRATEC was elected. The mandate of Prof.
Lazaro Moscardini - who was the first President of ABRATEC - has expired and as second
President, Prof. Antonio Gouveuia de Souza was elected.

By the time, Readers hold this issue in their hands, we are strongly preparing for the
IV CBRATEC, which will be held traditionally in Pogos de Caldas — MG, Brazil, between
11-14 April, 2004. Naturally, we would like to continue with all above written ‘traditions’.
On behalf of the Organising Committee, everybody cordially invited.
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