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Abstract

Introduction Because of the increasing use of phosphate in industries worldwide, especially in Togo, it is interesting to
investigate the potential radioactivity exposure of phosphate ores, especially in the one being exploring in Togo nowadays.
Material and methods The contents of natural radionuclides (40K, 226Rq, 232Th, 235U and 238U) were assessed in phosphate
soil samples from Kpogamé, Dagbati and Kpémé in the maritime region of Togo by using gamma spectrometry-based Broad
Energy Germanium detector (BEGe6530). Since no study was made prior to the exploitation, the samples from the control
area of Anfoin-Kpota far away from the three others were considered as reference.

Results and discussion The results are discussed and compared with the data from other countries. The activity concentration
of 0K, 226Ra, 232Th, 233U and 238U are between (59.45 and 129.99), (20.19 and 779.93), (16.81 and 121.42), (2.26 and 52.03)
and (16.66 and 841.14) Bq kg~!, respectively. The values obtained shows that the exploitation sites (Dagbati and Kpogamé)
and treatment site (Kpémé) have a very high level of radioactivity than the control area (Anfoin-Kpota). The Kpogamé and
Dagbati exploitation and Kpémé waste discharging phosphate deposit sites were found to have higher activity concentration
than many others exploited phosphate sedimentary deposits around the world. The average annual effective dose of the above
studied sites is 0.36, 0.24 and 0.48 mSv year™!, respectively. The value related to the discharge waste site is about 2% of the
1.0 mSv year~! recommended by the International Commission on Radiological Protection as the maximum annual dose to
the public.

Conclusions The obtained result of both radioactivity and radiological level in the studied areas will be considered as a
pre-operational baseline to estimate the possible radiological impacts due to mining and processing phosphate industrial
activities.

Keywords Phosphate - Gamma spectrometry - BEGe6530 detector - Soil - Radiation hazard

Introduction

Evaluation of radioactivity level in geological material is of
great interest not only to control radiological exposure to
naturally occurring radioactive material (NORM) for work-
ers and public but lost for geochemist to characterize the
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type of rocks present in the study site [1-4]. There are two
main contributors to natural radiation exposures: high-energy
incident cosmic ray particles on the earth’s atmosphere and
radioactive nuclides that originate from the earth’s crust
and are present throughout the environment, including the
human body [4-6]. In addition, industrial processes involv-
ing NORM can also carry an associated radiological risk and
therefore identifying, quantifying, evaluating and managing
any such risks are important nowadays [3, 7-10].
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The natural radioactivity level in geological environment
varies from one point to another. The natural radioactiv-
ity of geological sample such as soil, rock and sediment
depends on their formation and transportation processes that
were involved since soil formation; chemical and biochemi-
cal interactions influence the distribution patterns of uranium
and thorium and their progenies [4, 11-16]. It results that
thorium and uranium may be redistributed during igneous,
sedimentary and metamorphic cycles of geological evolu-
tion, which might have resulted in small concentrations of
deposits under favorable geological processes [17]. Study on
the radioactivity levels and radionuclides distribution in soil
provides vital radiological baseline information and under-
standing of the radiological implication of these elements due
to the gamma-ray external exposure. Available information
indicates that the deposits of monazite on the coastal areas
(Kerala and Tamil Nadu) are formed due to the weathering
of rocks (Western Ghats) [17].

According to the estimation of IFG (International Fertil-
izer Group), the treatment of phosphate at Kpémé (southern
Togo) emits about 3.5 million tons of phosphate mining waste
(containing Cd and Pb) in the coastal waters of Togo [18].
During mining and processing of phosphate rock and soil, the
waste containing radionuclides (uranium and thorium series)
are discharged into the environment. The primary potential
environmental radiation problem associated with phosphate
mining and processing is related to processing waste prod-
ucts. While these materials do not present a direct radiation
hazard, their use might create exposure problem: occupa-
tional exposure mainly occurs during mining, processing and
transportation of phosphate-resulted product [4].

Because of the increasing use of phosphate in industry
worldwide, especially in Togo, it is interesting to investi-
gate the potential radioactivity exposure of phosphate ores.
The scope of the present study is to analyze the natural
radionuclides in the Dagbati, Kpogamé and Kpémé phos-
phate exploitation and deposit sites in Togo and to assess the
environmental implications resulting from mining and pro-
cessing of the rock and soil phosphate. In addition, >*°Ra,
235 U, 88U, 232Th and 4°K activity concentrations were used
to evaluate the potential radiation exposure to the occupa-
tional public and workers.

Materials and methods
Overview of the study area
The field of experiment is carried out on the Hahotoé phos-
phate mining site located in the southeast of Togo, in the
Maritime Region, and more precisely in the prefecture of Vo

located at 6°21’55”N and 1°23'26"E as described in Fig. 1.
The geological structure of the investigated sites consists
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of shale, phosphatic shale, quartz, limestone and phosphatic
limestone. The relief is characterized by a vast plateau of bar
ground. The zone is located on the coastal sedimentary basin
of the Atlantic. Altitude of the study area varies between 51
and 75 m according to the position of landscape [19, 20].
This area of exploitation is discontinuous due to erosion and
subdivided into three so-called spots, especially in the south
the Aveta-Kpogamé spot; in the center the spot Hahotoé-
Akoumapé; and in the north spot Dagbati (Table 1) [18].

Sample collection and preparation

Composites of eleven samples were randomly chosen from
the four localities to cover the area and observe a significant
local spatial variation in terrestrial radioactivity. Each com-
posite sample was a mixture of five samples collected within
an area of 5 m?. Each sampling point was marked using a
Global Positioning System (GPS). Four samples were col-
lected at the edges and one at the center. These five samples
collected at a depth of approximately 20 cm from the top
surface layer were mixed thoroughly to form a composite
sample and packed into a polyethylene bag. The number of
sample per site was dependent of the surface of the area and
activity intensity. For that reason, 04 points were marked at
Kpogame (20 samples), 03 at Kpeme (15 samples) and 02 at
Dagbati (10 samples) and 02 at Afoin Kpota (10 samples).
The vertical or near vertical surface was dressed to remove
smeared soil. This was necessary to minimize the effects
of contaminant migration interferences due to smearing of
material from other levels.

Samples were labeled accordingly and were transferred
to the laboratory. At the laboratory, the samples were pre-
pared and stored in 120-ml cylindrical beakers for a period
of thirty (30) days to reach secular equilibrium, following the
rules describe by authors such as Guembou et al. [21] and
Dabayneh [22]. Sample mass measurements were made with
the OHAUS brand scale which has an uncertainty of 0.1 g
with 8.2 kg maximum scale.

Instrumentation and calibration of the detector

The activity concentration of 226Rq, 232Th, 40K, 235U and
238U in soil samples was measured using a high-resolution
gamma-ray spectrometric system. The system is consisted of
a characterized broad energy germanium (BEGe) detector,
BE6530 model, shielded with lead to reduce background.
The active volume of the detector is about 6500 mm?> with
a relative efficiency of 60% at 1.33 MeV of 60Co line [23].
The detector is placed in a low-level Canberra Model 747
lead shield with thickness of 10cm. The resolution of this
detector is 0.5keV at 5.9keV for >°Fe, 0.75keV at 122keV
for 37Co and 2.2 keV at 1332 keV for %°Co as described by
Guembou et al. [24].
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Fig. 1 Different sample sites: site of Kpogamé, site of Dagbati, site of Kpémé and site of Anfoin-Kpota

The energy calibration of the system was done using dif-
ferent point sources of 231 Am, 57Co, 99Co, 137Cs, 3Fe and
155Eu. The absolute efficiency of the system was performed
using ISOCS/LabSOCS mathematical calibration software
inbuilt with Monte Carlo as described by Ndontchueng et al.
[5, 6] and Venkataraman et al. [25]. To avoid the influ-
ence of the decay scheme of nuclides, the sample geometry
and composition, and the detector features on the activity
concentrations of primordial radionuclides in sample, the
cascade summing and auto-absorption effects were auto-
matically corrected using the peak to total (P/T) curve and
auto-absorption correction factors, respectively [26]. After
measurement and subtraction of the background, the activity
concentrations of the real sample were calculated.

Measurements of activity concentration
and assessment of radiological parameters

e Activity concentration

Each sample was counted for 24 h, and spectra were ana-
lyzed using Genie 2000 software from Canberra Version
V.3.2 based on the equation presented by Guembou et al.
[21, 23], Aoun et al. [27].

Assuming a state of secular equilibrium between 233U and
232Th and their respective decay daughter products, the fol-
lowing relatively intense gamma-ray transitions were used to
measure the activity concentrations for the above-mentioned
radionuclides [5, 14].

(a) 22Ra concentration was calculated as a weighted mean
of the activity concentrations of the gamma rays of
214pb (295.1 keV, 351.9 keV), 21Bi (609.3 keV and
1120.29 keV) and its specific gamma ray at 186.2 keV.
Interference correction due to the presence of 185.7 keV
energy peak of 23U has been taken into account and
subtracted accordingly.

(b) The gamma-ray photopeaks used for the determination
of the 232Th contents were 338.4 keV, 911.2 keV and
969.11 keV of 2! Ac and 238.6 keV of 2!2Pb.
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Table 1 Geographical coordinates of sampling points
Sampling site Samples Latitudes Longitudes
codes
Site of exploitation (Kpogamé) KPO1 06°17'24.26"N 01°18'39.83"E
(06°18"30"N; 01°21'32"E) KPO2 06°17'20.44"N 01°18'55.97"E
KPO3 06°17'22.87"N 01°19'00.49"E
KPO4 06°17'30.53"N 01°19'16.24"E
Site of exploitation (Dagbati) DAG1 06°28'46.23"N 01°31'41.22"E
(06°28'60"N; 01°30'00"E) DAG2 06°28'46.36"N 01°31'41.70"E
Site of dischargement (Kpémé) KPE1 06°12'39.41”"N 01°31'12.76"E
(06°12/53"N; 01°30'40"E) KPE2 06°12/'41.22"N 01°31'11.42"E
KPE3 06°12'41.67"N 01°31'31.44"E
Control site (Anfoin-Kpota) TEM1 06°19'16.11"N 01°36'34.76"E
(06°19'55”N; 01°36/33"E) TEM2 06°19'16.08”"N 01°36'35.15"E

(c) *°K was directly determined by using 1460.8 (10.7%)
gamma ray.

e The radium equivalent activity (Raeq)

Radium equivalent (Raeq) index in Bq kg~ ! is a widely used
radiological hazard index. It is a convenient index to com-
pare the specific activities of samples containing different
concentrations of 22°Ra, 232Th and 4°K.. It was defined on the
assumption that 10 Bq kg~! of *Ra, 7 Bq kg~! of 23>Th
and 130 Bq kg~! of *°K produce the same gamma dose rate.
It is calculated using Eq. (1) [28]:

Ragq(Bq kg™') = Aga + 1.43A1, +0.07Ak 1)

where ARra, Ath and Ay are the activity concentrations of
226Ra, 232Th and *°K in Bq kg~ !.

e External gamma dose rate

In order to assess radiological risk, external exposure to radi-
ation arising from naturally occurring radionuclides can be
determined in terms of the absorbed dose rate in air at 1 m
above the ground surface. The mean activity concentrations
of 2?6Ra, *Th and “°K (in Bq kg™ ') in soil samples were
used, applying the conversion factor given by UNSCEAR [4]
and Beretka and Mathew [28] as follows:

D, (nGy h_1> — 0.462ARq + 0.604A1, +0.04174;  (2)
where D), is the absorbed dose in nGy h~l.

e Annual effective dose associated with the radioactivity of
the mine waste.
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To assess exposure to radiation due to naturally occurring
radioactive material from the studied soil samples, external
annual outdoor equivalent effective dose was estimated and
expressed in mSv year~!. The conversion coefficients from
absorbed dose in air to effective dose received by adults con-
sidered was that of UNSCEAR [4].

(AEDR)oy = (nGy h™") x 0.7(Sv Gy™ 1)
x 0.2 x 8760 (hy ') x 107° (3)

The values of those parameters used in the UNSCEAR
report [4] are 0.70 Sv Gy~ for the conversion coefficient
from absorbed dose in air to effective dose received by adults,
0.20 for the outdoor occupancy factor and 8760 is the con-
version factor for year to hours (number of hours per years).

Results and discussion
Specific activity concentration

Evaluation of primordial radionuclide of 23>Th, “°K, 238U,
235U and *2°Ra (daughter radionuclide of 2381) was carried
out in soil samples of the two phosphate exploitation sites in
Togo (Kpogamé and Dagbati) and the discharge waste site
during treatment (Kpémé) using a characterized gamma-ray
spectrometry-based broad energy germanium (BEGe6530)
detector. In addition, soil samples from the control area of
Anfoin-Kpota were also analyzed and used as reference to
evaluate contamination of the population living around the
phosphate exploitation site. To determine specific activity of
the primordial radionuclide in soil sample as seen in Table 2,
efficiency calibration of the broad energy germanium detec-
tor was done using LabSocs mathematical software inbuilt
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Table 2 Mean values of activity

concentrations of 26Ra. 22Th, Site/05 samples K-40 Ra-226 Th-232 U-238 U-235
40 238 235
K, “Uand “*U of KPO1 78 +4 4741 44+1 58417 3.7140.93
radionuclides in the different
zones (st table for individual KPO2 654 862 2841 115421 7.434+0.83
sample per site and in the 2nd KPO3 9046 679410 369422 981+ 68 55.46+£2.61
table, the range and average KPO4 79+4 5241 45+1 49+18 5.8940.48
values per site) DAGI 11846 493+8 5942 58550 36.35+1.86
DAG2 14247 24144 4942 294433 14.95+£1.44
KPE1 100+6 802412 83+3 831462 50.19£2.39
KPE2 11146 831412 88+2 886459 54.08+£2.35
KPE3 9346 707 +11 7942 806456 51.81+£2.22
TEMI1 6543 241 1941 8+13 2.26+0.36
TEM2 5443 1941 1541 25413 2.254+0.35
Sampling Number of Specify activity (Bq kg~!)
site sampling
point
Ra-226 Th-232 K-40 U-238 U-235
KPOGAME 20 47.17-678.62 28.10-369.41 64.64-90.31 49.20-981.39 3.72-55.47
(exploitation (215.91) (121.42) (78.23) (300.88) (18.13)
site)
DAGBATI 10 241.11-492.99 49.33-59.45  118.31-141.66 294.12-585.44 14.96-36.35
(exploitation (367.04) (54.39) (129.99) (439.78) (25.65)
site)
KPEME 15 707.1-831.13 78.56-87.56 93.25-110.66 806.19-886.32 50.20-54.08
(discharge (779.93) (82.94) (101.23) (841.14) (52.03)
waste site)
ANFOIN- 10 18.58-21.80 14.87-18.74 53.81-65.09 7.94-2538 225226
KPOTA (20.19) (16.81) (59.45) (16.66) (2.26)
(site of
reference)
Worldwide - 40 30 400 - -
value

with Monte Carlo method. It can be seen that specific activ-
ity of the primordial radionuclide in soil from the studied
sites varies from one site to another. This variation in spe-
cific activity concentration is associated to the non-uniform
distribution of naturally occurring radioactive material in the
environment.

The average specific activity of >2°Ra, 232Th, “°K and
238U was 215.91, 121.42, 78.23 and 300.88 for Kpogamé
phosphate site, 367.04, 54.39, 129.99 and 439.78 for Dag-
bati phosphate site and 779.93, 82.94, 101.23 and 841.14
for Kpémé discharge waste site, respectively. The average
activity concentrations of 226Ra, 2327, 40K and 238U in the
studied soil of Anfoin-Kpota site used as reference data were
20.19, 16.80, 59.45 and 16.66 Bq kg~!, respectively. Follow-
ing the observed average specific activity of the primordial
radionuclide in the soil of both phosphate exploitation and
the discharge waste site as presented in Table 2, the average
specific activity of 233U was observed to be higher followed

by 2%°Ra. This is obvious that the main radioactivity con-
tent in soil from phosphate mining zone is due to 2¥U and
its decay products [29]. In addition, variation in activities
of 238U and its decay product of *2°Ra in the investigated
soil of phosphate mining exploitation sites and the treatment
site could be associated to the high percentage of P>Os in
the phosphate ore and the uranium solubility under oxidiz-
ing conditions [29-32]. This variation in specific activity of
226Ra and 238U as compared to that of >>>Th and “°K may be
associated to the type of rocks in the studied sites. The geolog-
ical structure of the investigated sites (both phosphate mining
exploitation sites and the discharge waste) is consisting of
shale, phosphatic shale, quartz, limestone and phosphoric
limestone [20]. The 233U average specific activity observed
in soil of both phosphate exploitation sites and the discharge
waste site were lower than that of 233U, These low activity
concentrations of 23U are connected with the abundance of

@ Springer
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both isotopes in the entire earth, i.e., 235y (0.72%) and 238y
(99.27%) [2].

Radioactivity level of the primordial radionuclide in soil
of both Dagbati and Kpogamé phosphate mining sites is
slightly different even though the geological structure is
the same. This difference is associated to the non-uniform
distribution of radioactivity in the environment [4, 5]. The
observed radioactivity level in soil of the discharge waste
site is relatively higher compared to both phosphate min-
ing sites (Fig. 2). In the purification process, the changes
in radioactivity contents could be due to mechanical separa-
tion of radionuclides between the wet rocks and the different
rejects and/or solubility of radionuclides [29, 33].

The low level of radioactivity in soil of Anfoin-Kpota is
obvious because this study is located out of the phosphate
mining and exploitation sites. As a result, no contamination
of this site can be observed as far as the activity concentra-
tions of 226Ra, 232Th, 40K and 238U obtained are comparably
lower than the worldwide average values.

Table 3 presents the comparison of radioactivity levels
of primordial radionuclide of 226Rqa, 232Th, 238U and K
observed in the investigated soil samples from both phos-
phate ores deposit and the discharge waste with the available
data from other countries and the reported range of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency in its technical report 419
series [8]. The type of phosphate in the studied sites is sed-
imentary phosphate with relatively high level of naturally
occurring radioactive materials. The observed average values
of 22°Ra and 28U were comparably varied with the reported
range of IAEA [8] for different phosphate types.

The observed average activity concentrations of 22°Ra in
soil of the phosphate mining exploitation sites (Kpogamé and
Dagbati) are lower than those reported in the soil of some
other countries, with the exception of Finland and Egypt,
reported by Uosif and El-Taher [34] and Khan et al. [35] as
shown in Table 3. The observed 232Th-specific activity in
soil of Kpogamé and Dagbati is relatively higher that those
reported values in some other countries as seen in Table 3
except that of Tanzania published by Makweba and Holm
[38]. The reported values of 40K in soil of the studied sites are
within the reported average values published by researchers
in some other countries. Similar comparison was done with
the obtained average values of primordial radionuclide in soil
of the discharge wastes site of Kpémé with the reported val-
ues in some other countries as seen in Table 3. It was noticed
that the observed average values of 226Rq, 232Th, 233U and
40K vary within the reported values. It is widely believed that
the radioactivity related with phosphate rocks of sedimentary
origin is formed by adsorption and co-precipitation of ura-
nium with calcium [29, 31]. This variation in terms of activity
concentration of the primordial radionuclide as compared to
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other reported values is associated to the source of phosphate
rock, the depth of sampling and the migration rate (erosion)
of radionuclide in soil [39-41].

Radiological study

To assess radiological exposure to natural occurring radioac-
tive materials (NORMs) in soil of the studies sites, radio-
logical safety parameters such as radium equivalent activity,
the radiation-absorbed dose rate in air and the external expo-
sure outdoor equivalent effective dose are estimated based on
some assumptions as defined by UNSCEAR [4] and reported
in Table 3. As seen in Table 3, the average radium equivalent
activity in soil from the studied sites was 395.57 Bq kg~!
for Kpogamé phosphate site, 454.83 Bq kg~! for Dag-
bati, 906.33 Bq kg~! around the plant of Kpémé site and
48.80 Bq kg~ ! for the reference site of Anfoin-Kpota. The
observed values of radium equivalent activity in both phos-
phate mining deposit sites and the treatment plant site are
comparably higher than the reported average worldwide val-
ues of 370 Bq kg~! while the observed values in soil from
Anfoin-Kpota known as reference site is approximately eight
times lower than the recommended safe values of UNSCEAR
[4]. The Raeq values were much higher in the terrestrial envi-
ronment, mainly because of the phosphates rocks, which is
rich in potassium and contains significant concentrations of
the uranium, thorium, radium and their decay products [29,
30].

The estimated gamma-absorbed dose expressed in
nGy h~! received by the workers ranged from 52.35 to 538.22
with an average of 175.95 in Kpogamé phosphate mining site,
from 141.73 to 254.97 with an average of 198.35 in Dag-
bati phosphate exploitation site, between 357.96 and 417.64
with a mean of 392.31 in Kpémé treatment plant and dis-
charge site and from 20.11 to 24.52 with a mean of 22.32
in Anfoin-Kpota known as a reference site. These values are
comparably higher than the recommended safe value of 90
nGy h™!, except the reference site of Anfoin-Kpota.

According to UNSCEAR [4], on technologically
enhanced naturally occurring radioactive material, workers
in phosphate mines and treatment site are being exposed
to radiation via two pathways such as external exposure
to gamma radiation and inhalation exposure due to radon
daughters associated with dust particles. The focus in this
study was on the external gamma radiation exposure, consid-
ering that workers are exposed to both outdoor and indoor for
a working period of 1820 h per year. The estimated average
external exposure outdoor annual equivalent effective dose
expressed in mSv year~! received by workers in the phos-
phate mines and the treatment site was 0.36, 0.24 and 0.48 for
Kpogamé, Dagbati and Kpémé site, respectively (Table 4).
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Fig.2 Comparison of the mean 1000 ¢
specific gamma activities of 3
Ra-226, Th-232, K-40, U-238,

U-235 and Ragq in soil from 100 L
different studied sites E

10

1

uKPOGAME (exploitation site)
uDAGBATI (exploitation site)
uKPEME (dischargement waste)
4 ANFOIN-KPOTA (controle site)

A(Ra-226) A(Th-232) A(K-40)

A(U-238) A(U-235)Raeq (Bg/Kg)

Table 3 Activity concentration

226 232 40 -1
of 226Ra, 22Th, VK, (Bq kg~!) Country Ra Th K Raeq (Bqkg™) References
and radium equivalent Racg Egypt(Abu- 117.6 65 126 219.5 [34]
(Bq kg™") in phosphate rocks Tartur)
from different tri
rom citferent countries Finland 10 10 110 36 [35]
Jordan 1044 2 8 1047 [36]
Morocco 1600 20 10 1629.4 [31]
Pakistan 440 50 207 527.4 [35]
(Hazara)
Sudan (Uro) 4131 7.5 62.3 414.7 [37]
Tanzania 5022 717 286 6069 [38]
(Arusha)
USA (Florida) 1600 20 NF 1029 [31]
Togo 21591 121.42 78.23 395.57 This work
(Kpogamé)
Togo (Dagbati) 367.04 54.39 129.99 454.83 This work
Togo (Kpémé) 779.93 82.94 101.23 906.33 This work
Worldwide 40 30 400.00 370 [4]
value
NF denotes to data not found in this reference
Tab]efl Mean values of Sample number  Raeq Dose rate AEDR ¢
radiation hazard parameters of Ba ke—! (nGy h~1) (mSv year—1)
phosphate from Kpogamé, (Bakg™) Y Y
ii%:f;fkl(gf;“}sng KPOGAME 20 115.46-1213.83  52.35-538.22 0.06-0.66
pota, 1og (exploitation site) (395.57) (175.95) (0.36)
DAGBATI 10 322.55-587.10 141.73-254.97 0.17-0.31
(exploitation site) (454.83) (198.35) (0.24)
KPEME 15 826.61-964.86 357.96-417.64 0.44-0.51
(discharge waste (906.33) (392.31) (0.48)
site)
ANFOIN-KPOTA 10 43.99-53.61 20.11-24.52 0.02-0.03
(reference site) (48.80) (22.32) (0.02)
Worldwide value - 370 80 1

These observed average values are comparably lower than the
reported safe limit of 1 mSv year~! for the public. As shown
in Fig. 3, it can be seen that the estimated annual equivalent
effective dose is comparably far below the recommended safe
values for workers in which there is no threshold below which
there would be no effect [42]. However, any additional expo-
sure source to ionizing radiation may increase in the chance
of the health effect. The observed total annual effective dose

presents no significant radiation dose to staff from external
gamma radiation in soil.

The observed total annual equivalent effective in soil of
the reference site of Anfoin-Kpota is comparably lower than
the recommended value of 1 mSv year™! [4]. This means no
contamination as a result of mining is observed in the Anfoin-
Kpota zone used as reference site in this investigation.

@ Springer
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Fig. 3 Comparison of the mean 1000
radiation hazard parameters of

phosphate from Kpogamé, 100
Dagbati, Kpémé and
Anfoin-Kpota, Togo
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Conclusion

The activity concentration of 2387y, 235y, 226Rq, 232Th and
40K has been measured in soil samples from phosphate
mining areas in Togo using gamma spectrometry-based
broad energy germanium (BE6530) detector. A total of two
exploitation sites, one discharge waste site and one refer-
ence site, have been assessed. The recorded mean values of
226Ra and 232Th are both higher than the worldwide average
reported by UNSCEAR in all the investigated sites except
that of the reference site, but lower than the reported value
of mineral phosphate ore deposit zone in many countries
reported in the IAEA technical report [8]. Only activity
concentration of 4°K is lower than the worldwide average
value of 370 Bq kg~!. Considering the non-uniform distri-
bution of radioactivity in soil matrix, rocks and sediment,
the radium equivalent activity was calculated and observed
to be comparably higher than the recommended safe value of
370 Bq kg~ ! reported by UNSCEAR. Both activity concen-
tration of investigated radionuclides and radium equivalent
activity calculated in this work are in the range of the values
obtained in other countries by studying phosphate mining
exploitation site.

Absorbed gamma dose rate and the corresponding exter-
nal annual effective dose (outdoor) were estimated to assess
external exposure to gamma radiation from soil in the study
area. The obtained values were comparably higher than the
recommended safe limits by UNSCEAR except those values
related to the control site. Nevertheless, the obtained average
values of external annual effective dose (outdoor) are lower
than the recommended safe professional exposure limit of
20 mSv year‘l [4], which outcomes the interpellation of
the regulatory authority for public and professional exposure
on the investigated area. This work is a preliminary inves-
tigation on these areas of phosphates mining in Togo. It is
expected that the results obtained may be used as baseline
data for future work in the area of Kpogamé and Dagbati, the
exploitation sites, and Kpémé, the discharging waste site.

@ Springer

DAGBATI KPEME ANFOIN- Worldwide
KPOTA value
MRaeqBq/kg ® Doserate (nGy/h) BWAEDRout (mSv/year)

Acknowledgements The authors wish to express their deep appreci-
ation and gratitude to the IAEA for awarding the fellowship, without
which this work would have been impossible; and the Director General
of the National Radiation Protection Agency of Cameroon, Dr. Augustin
SIMO for the laboratory support. The authors also appreciate the com-
munity of Hahotoé-Kpogamé for the understanding during sampling
period. They also wish to thank Dr. Michel WARNAU, Programme
Management Officer for IAEA to Togo for his understanding and avail-
ability to this work. We also wish to address special thanks to Col.
MANZI Pidalatan, National Liaison Officer of Togo and project coor-
dinator of IAEA TC Project Number: TOG/0/002 provided in granting
access to the facilities to successfully complete this study.

References

1. J.F. Beyala Ateba, Ateba P. Owono, G.H. Ben-Bolie, Abiama P. Ele,
C.R. Abega, S. Mvondo, Natural background dose measurements
in south Cameroon. Radiat. Prot. Dosim. 140(1), 81-88 (2010)

2. E.J.M. Nguelem, M.M. Ndontchueng, O. Motapon, S.C.J. Guem-
bou, E. Darko, Radiological monitoring and statistical approach
of primordial and anthropogenic radionuclides in surface soil of
Mami-water site in the Western Cameroon. Environ. Earth Sci. 76,
612 (2017). https://doi.org/10.1007/s12665-017-6951-8

3. D.R. Rangaswamy, M.C. Srilatha, C. Ningappa, E. Srinivasa, J.
Sannappa, Measurement of natural radioactivity and radiation haz-
ards assessment in rock samples of Ramanagara and Tumkur
districts, Karnataka, India. Environ. Earth Sci. 75, 373 (2016).
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12665-015-5195-8

4. United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effect of Atomic Radi-
ation (UNSCEAR). Report to the General Assembly. Annex B:
Exposures from Natural Radiation Sources (2000)

5. M.M. Ndontchueng, E.J.M. Nguelem, O., Motapon, R.L. Njinga,
A. Simo, J.C.S. Guembou, B. Yimele (2015) Radiological haz-
ards in soil from the bauxite deposits sites in Dschang Region of
Cameroon. Br. J. Appl. Sci. Technol. 5(4). ISSN: 2231-0843

6. M.M. Ndontchueng, E.J.M. Nguelem, R.L. Njinga, A. Simo, J.C.S.
Guembou (2014) Gamma Emitting Radionuclides in Soils from
Selected Areas in DOUALA-BASSA Zone, Littoral Region of
Cameroon. Hindawi Publishing Corporation, vol. 2014. ISRN
Spectroscopy. Article ID 245125. http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2014/
245125

7. A. Baeza, J.A. Corbacho, J. Guillén, A. Salas, J.C. Mora, Anal-
ysis of the different source terms of natural radionuclides in a
river affected by NORM (naturally occurring radioactive mate-
rials) activities. Chemosphere 83(7), 933-940 (2011). https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2011.02.042


https://doi.org/10.1007/s12665-017-6951-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12665-015-5195-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2014/245125
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2011.02.042

Preliminary assessment of natural radioactivity and associated radiation hazardsin a...

Page9of10 16

8.

10.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

20.

21.

22.

TAEA TRS 419 (2003) Extent of Environmental Contamination by
Naturally Occurring Radioactive Material (NORM) and Techno-
logical Options for Mitigation. http://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/
publications/PDF/TRS419_web.pdf

. O. Rosskopfova, M. Galambos, P. Rajec, Determination of 63Ni

in the low level solid radioactive waste. J. Radioanal. Nucl. Chem.
289, 251-256 (2011). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-011-1071-5
G. Xhixha, M. Baldoncini, I. Callegari, T. Colonna, F. Hasani, F.
Mantovani, F. Shala, V. Strati, Kaceli M. Xhixha, A century of oil
and gas exploration in Albania: assessment of Naturally Occur-
ring Radioactive Materials (NORMs). Chemosphere 139, 30-39
(2015). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2015.05.018

. E. Agbalagba, R. Onoja, Evaluation of natural radioactivity in soil,

sediment and water samples of Niger Delta (Biseni) flood plain
lakes, Nigeria. J. Environ. Radioact. 102(7), 667-671 (2011)

E.O. Agbalagba, G.O. Avwiri, Y.E. Chad-Umoreh, Gamma-
spectroscopy measurement of natural radioactivity and assessment
of radiation hazard indices in soil samples from oil fields envi-
ronment of Delta State, Nigeria. J. Environ. Radioact. 109, 64-70
(2012). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvrad.2011.10.012

European Council for Nuclear Research (ECNR), Safety Guide for
Experiments at European Council for Nuclear Research. Part I1I-
Advice 40, lonizing Radiation (1995)

M.M. Ndontchueng, R.L. Njinga, E.J.M. Nguelem, A. Simo, Anal-
ysis of 238U, 235U, 137Cs, and 133Xe in soils from two campuses
in university of douala-cameroon. Appl. Radiat. Isot. 86, 85-89
(2014)

E.J.M. Nguelem, M.M. Ndontchueng, O. Motapon, E.O. Darko, A.
Simo, Determination of 220Ra. 232Th. 4°K and 233U in soil samples
from bauxite core deposits in western Cameroon. Radioprotection
51(3), 199-205 (2016). https://doi.org/10.1051/radiopro/2016029
Saidou, Mesure de la Radioactivité naturelle environnementale par
Spectrométries y et f3 et calcul de la dose au publique: application a
larégion uranifere de poli. Theése de doctorat; Université de Douala.
Faculté des sciences. Centre de Physique Moléculaire Atomique Et
Optique quantique (CEPAMOQ) (2008)

P. Manigandan, C.B. Shekar, Evaluation of radionuclides in the
terrestrial environment of Western Ghats. J. Radiat. Res. Appl. Sci.
7(3), 310-316 (2014). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrras.2014.04.001

. MEREF, National Report on Cadmium and Lead Environment Direc-

torate (Ministry of Environment and Forest Resources, Togo, 2005)

. E. Bouka, P. Lawson-Evi, K. Eklu-Gadegbeku, K. Aklikokou,

M. Gbeassor, Heavy metals concentration in soil, water, Mani-
hot esculenta tuber and Oreochromis niloticus around phosphates
exploitation area in Togo. Res. J. Environ. Toxicol. 7, 18-28 (2013).
https://doi.org/10.3923/rjet.2013.18.28

G.H. McClellan, S.J.V. Van Kauwenbergh (1990) Mineralogy of
sedimentary apatite, in Phosphorite research and development, ed.
by A.J.G. Notholt, I. Jarvis, Geological Society of London Special
Publication, vol. 52, pp. 23-31. https://doi.org/10.1144/GSL.SP.
1990.052.01.03

C.J. Guembou Shouop, M. Ndontchueng Moyo, G. Chene, E.J.
Nguelem Mekongtso, O. Motapon, D. Strivay, Assessment of
natural radioactivity and associated radiation hazards in sand build-
ing material used in Douala Littoral-Region of Cameroon, using
gamma spectrometry. Environ. Earth Sci. 76, 164 (2017). https://
doi.org/10.1007/s12665-017-6474-3

K. Dabayneh, Radioactivity measurements in different types of
fabricated building materials used in Palestine. Arab. J. Nucl. Sci.
Appl. 40(3), 207 (2007)

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

G.S.C. Joel, S. Penabei, M.M. Ndontchueng, G. Chene, E.J.N.
Mekontso, A.N. Ebongue, M. Ousmanou, S. David, Precision mea-
surement of radioactivity in gamma-rays spectrometry using two
HPGe detectors (BEGe-6530 and GC0818-7600SL models) com-
parison techniques: application to the soil measurement. MethodsX
4, 42-54 (2017). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mex.2016.12.003
S.C.J. Guembou, M.N. Moyo, E.J.N. Mekongtso, O. Motapon, D.
Strivay, Monte Carlo method for Gamma spectrometry based on
GEANT4 toolkit: efficiency calibration of BE6530 detector”. J.
Environ. Radioact. 189, 109-119 (2018). https://doi.org/10.1016/
jJjenvrad.2018.03.015

R. Venkataraman, F. Bronson, V. Atrashkevich, M. Field, B. M.
Young (2003) Improved detector response characterization method
in ISOCS and LabSOCS, in Methods and Applications of Radio-
analytical Chemistry (MARC VI) Conference

A.M. Ababneh, M.M. Eyadeh, Coincidence summing corrections
in HPGe gamma-ray spectrometry for Marinelli-beakers geometry
using peak to total (P/T) calibration. J. Radiat. Res. Appl. Sci. 8(3),
323-327 (2015). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrras.2015.05.003

M. Aoun, O. El Samad, Khozam R. Bou, R. Lobinski, Assessment
of committed effective dose due to the ingestion of 21°Po and 2!Pb
in consumed Lebanese fish affected by a phosphate fertilizer plant.
J. Environ. Radioact. 140, 25-29 (2015)

J. Beretka, P.J. Mathew, Natural radioactivity of Australian build-
ing materials industrial wastes and by-products. Health Phys. 48,
87-95 (1985)

A.G.E. Abbady, M.A. Uosif, A. El-Taher, Natural radioactivity and
dose rate assessment of phosphate rocks from Wadi El-Mashash
and El-Mahamid mines. Egypt. J. Environ. Radioact. 84(1), 65-78
(2005). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvrad.2005.04.003

A. Abbady, A.M. El-Arabi, A.G.E. Abbady, S. Taha, Gamma
ray measurements of natural radioactivity in cultivated and
reclaimed soil, Upper Egypt, in International Conference on
Radioecology and Environmental Radioactivity, Norway, 15-20
June 2008. https://inis.iaea.org/collection/NCLCollectionStore/_
Public/38/092/38092971.pdf

R.J. Guimond (1990) Radium in fertilizers. The Environmental
Behavior of Radium. Technical (Vienna: International Atomic
Energy Agency) Report, vol 310, pp. 113-128

M. Ivanovich, R.S. Harmon, Uranium-Series Disequilibrium:
Applications to Earth, Marine, and Environmental Sciences, 2nd
edn. (Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1982)

A.E. Khater, R.H. Higgy, M. Pimpl, Radiological impacts of natural
radioactivity in Abu-Tartor phosphate deposit, Egypt. J. Envi-
ron. Radioact. §5,255-267 (2001). https://doi.org/10.1016/S0265-
931X(00)00193-4

M.A M. Uosif, A. El-Taher, Radiological assessment of abu-tartur
phosphate, Western Desert Egypt. Radiat. Prot. Dosimetry. 130(2),
228-235 (2008)

K. Khan, H.M. Khan, M. Tufail, A.J.A.H. Khatibeh, N. Ahmad,
Radiometric analysis of Hazara phosphate rock and fertilizers in
Pakistan. J. Environ. Radioact. 35(1), 7-84 (1998)

M. Olszewska-Wasiolek, Estimates of the occupational radi-
ological hazards in phosphate fertilizers industry in Poland.
Radiat. Prot. Dosim. 58, 269-276 (1995). https://doi.org/10.1093/
oxfordjournals.rpd.a082624

A.K. Sam, M.M.O. Ahmad, F.A. El Khngi, Y.O. El Nigumi, E.
Holm, Radiological and assessment of Uro and Kurun rock phos-
phates. J. Environ. Radioact. 24, 65-75 (1999)

@ Springer


http://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/publications/PDF/TRS419_web.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10967-011-1071-5
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chemosphere.2015.05.018
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvrad.2011.10.012
https://doi.org/10.1051/radiopro/2016029
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrras.2014.04.001
https://doi.org/10.3923/rjet.2013.18.28
https://doi.org/10.1144/GSL.SP.1990.052.01.03
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12665-017-6474-3
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mex.2016.12.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvrad.2018.03.015
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrras.2015.05.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvrad.2005.04.003
https://inis.iaea.org/collection/NCLCollectionStore/_Public/38/092/38092971.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0265-931X(00)00193-4
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordjournals.rpd.a082624

16

Page 10 of 10

E.Hazou et al.

38.

39.

40.

M.M. Makweba, E. Holm, The natural radioactivity of the rock
phosphates, phosphatic products and their environmental implica-
tions. Sci. Total Environ. 133, 99—110 (1993)

J.P. Bolivar, R. Garcia-Tenorio, M. Garcia Ledn, Fluxes and dis-
tribution of Natural Radionuclides in the Production and Use of
Fertilizers. Appl. Radiat. Isot. 46, 717-718 (1995)

J.P. Bolivar, R. Garcia-Tenorio, J.L. Mas, Radioactivity of phos-
phogypsum in the south—west of Spain. Radiat. Prot. Dosim. 76,
185-189 (1998)

@ Springer

41.

42.

C. Dueifias, M.C. Fernandez, S. Cafiete, M. Pérez, Radiological
impacts of natural radioactivity from phosphogypsum piles in
Huelva (Spain). Radiat. Meas. 45(2), 242-246 (2010)

ICRP PUBLICATION 60, Recommendations of the International
Commission on Radiological Protection. Ann. ICRP 21(1-3)
(1991)



	Preliminary assessment of natural radioactivity and associated radiation hazards in a phosphate mining site in southern area of Togo
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Materials and methods
	Overview of the study area
	Sample collection and preparation
	Instrumentation and calibration of the detector
	Measurements of activity concentration and assessment of radiological parameters

	Results and discussion
	Specific activity concentration
	Radiological study

	Conclusion
	Acknowledgements
	References




