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mmm Top News of the Month |
Mercedes-Benz Scraps
Electrification Plan

Mercedes-Benz has rejected the plan for
an exclusively all-electric generation of
models from 2028. Accordingly, production
is to be flexibly set up for combustion and
electric drives. “Handelsblatt” had previ-
ously reported on the development stop

of a new platform for electric models. The
manufacturer did not initially comment
specifically on the platform, but announced
that both electric drives and combustion
engines are to be produced until the 2030s.
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mmm [nfographic of the Month | These Electric Car Models are the Most Popular

The Tesla Model Y is currently the most popular Link to the related article:
electric car model in Germany. It is followed at a https://www.springerprofessional.de/
considerable distance by German manufacturers. en/link/27113532

New Registrations of Passenger Cars with Electric Drive in Germany by Model from January to April 2024
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mmm |n a Nutshell |
Which is the Best Electric Motor?

Various electric motor concepts are competing for
market share. But which technology is best for which
application? An overview of the advantages and dis-
advantages of different types of electric motors.

Link to the related article:

https://www.springerprofessional.de/en/link/27145624

mmm [n the Spotlight |
Natural Gas Cars in Crisis

According to the ADAC, the natural gas car is at risk
of being a total economic loss. No new CNG-powered
cars are currently available. But does gas mobility
have a chance in heavy goods vehicles?

Link to the related article:
https://www.springerprofessional.de/en/link/27137720
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Hybrid Powertrains —
A New Opportunity

The Chinese New Energy Vehicle strategy transformed
China some time ago into the leading market for alter-
native powertrain solutions. Unlike the European BEV-
only strategy, which is combined with a ban on the sale
of cars with combustion engines, China’s technology-
neutral industrial policy has resulted not only in technol-
ogy leadership in the field of electric vehicles, but also
in obvious market acceptance. As a consequence, the
sales figures of local manufacturers now exceed those
of the global suppliers which previously played a domi-
nant role. The success and the technology leadership of
these affordable BEV platforms on the domestic market
have encouraged or even pushed the manufacturers into
selling their products worldwide, in part because the
local market for BEVs is now reaching saturation point.

Another success story for Chinese manufacturers in the
context of the NEV strategy is the introduction of new
PHEV solutions, which were presented at Auto China
2024 in Beijing. Electric ranges of 100 km or more
combined with combustion engines newly developed

in China result in total ranges of over 1000 km, which
in future could be CO,-neutral, if the engines are run
on synthetic fuels. At the International Vienna Motor
Symposium, Aurobay announced the start of produc-
tion of hybrid powertrains with serial range extenders.

Will the success of PHEVs in China affect the variety
of hybrid vehicles available in Europe? Because of the
lack of a strategic political focus on the continent, the
emphasis up until now has been on the end of the avail-
ability of affordable HEV variants, despite the fact that
PHEVs and range extenders in combination with syn-
thetic fuels could lead to technology and market leader-
ship for European producers.

Intelligent technological diversity from a political and
industrial perspective and with a focus on the market
will promote competition, innovation, and economic suc-
cess and accelerate the global benefits for the climate.
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