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Abstract
Uncontrolled bleeding is an important cause of traumatic death in wartime and peacetime. Despite the significant advances in
hemostatic research, it is still challenging to develop safer and more effective hemostatic agents or dressings for emergency
hemostasis application. Herein, we present a mesoporous silica particle (MSP) with large mesopores (12 nm around) through a
facile and relative mild approach using dual silica source. The whole blood clotting time of MSP was about 23.13% shorter than
that of Celox™ Granules (chitosan powder, a famous hemostatic agent) in vitro. To further facilitate the practical use in
emergency hemostasis, MSP was fixed on cotton fibers by in-situ synthesis to form the composites of mesoporous silica-
cotton (MS-C). The mass fraction of mesoporous silica reached 12.05% in MS-C, and the MSP are firmly anchored onto the
cotton surface with < 5% leaching after 10 min of sonication. Both MSP and MS-C showed excellent biocompatibility in
cytotoxicity tests of L-929 cells. Finally, the practical hemostatic effect of these mesoporous silica materials was preliminarily
tested on the mouse tail truncation hemorrhage model, MS-C showed even shorter blood clotting time (86.00 s) and less blood
loss (0.02 g) than that ofMSP (172.30 s, 0.07 g), besides the less residue and a cleaner wound surface. It was probably that MS-C
had great potential for emergency hemostasis applications.
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1 Introduction

Uncontrolled bleeding and its serious complications were
the leading cause of battlefield casualties and civilian
trauma deaths [1–2]. Timely pre-hospital hemostasis will
directly affect the infection rate and mortality rate.
Therefore, various hemostatic agents or dressings had
been developed for early and efficient control of the
life-threatening hemorrhage. The ideal hemostatic dress-
ing for pre-hospital applications should meet the follow-
ing criteria[3–4]: (1) It can be directly used on bleeding
wounds and can control the bleeding of large arteries
and veins within 2 min; (2) No mixing or other prepara-
tions are required before use; (3) Easy to use, even non-
medical personnel can use it skillfully; (4) Lightweight
and durable; (5) It can still maintain stable properties in
a wide temperature range (-10 ~ 50 ), long-term storage
(at least 2 years of validity); (6) No risk of infection or
tissue damage; (7) The price is economical, and it is easy
to equip in large quantities.

Overall, domestic and foreign hemostatic agents or dress-
ings can be divided into two categories: polymer and

inorganic. Polymer hemostatic materials mainly include chi-
tosan, cellulose, collagen and gelatin, fibrinogen [5–9]. The
Celox series products are representative for polymer hemo-
static materials based on chitosan. The common coagulation
components of inorganic materials are zeolite, kaolin, and
montmorillonite. QuikClot Combat Gauze (CG, kaolin-
coated gauze) [10–12] and WoundStat (WS, smectite mineral
powder) were the second-generation products recommended
by the Committee on Tactical Combat Casualty Care
(CoTCCC) for use in pre-hospital situation to minimize hem-
orrhage. WS appears to be the most efficacious agent, follow-
ed closely by CG and Celox. It seemed that the hemostatic
efficiency and environmental adaptability of inorganic hemo-
static materials are better than that of polymer materials.
Although these products showed more significant hemostatic
efficiency than the classical medical cotton gauze, they have
some adverse side effects that cannot be neglected, such as
abnormal foreign-body reactions, thermal tissue injuries, and
so on [13].

Generally, the sudden trauma after the emergency he-
mostasis treatment pre-hospital needs a further debride-
ment latter, which is different from the hemostatic
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operation finished in operating room. Hence the hemo-
static agents or dressings for emergency hemostasis ap-
plication should not only be effective for use, but also
safe and easy to remove. There are kinds of powder type
hemostatic materials [14] successfully used for control of
hemorrhage. However, most of them were easy to cause
unclean wounds and residual problems, even the danger-
ous thrombosis once transferred in the blood vessels, all
of which would lead to secondary damages [15–19].

Recently, mesoporous silica materials [20–22] with
controllable composition and similar microstructures
have drawn the close attention of many scholars, and it
has shown infinite potential for pre-hospital hemostatic
applications [23]. Malmberg et al. [24] reported that ex-
posure of blood to materials with varying pore sizes in
the micrometer regime greatly affects subsequent cellular
adhesion and growth. Xv et al. [25] compared the hemo-
static performance and exothermic reaction law of the
mesoporous material HW with different pore diameters
and the microporous material ZSM-5, and believed that
the mesoporous material HW has faster hemostatic per-
formance and lighter radiation than the microporous ma-
terial ZSM-5. Baker et al. [26]. have determined that
material cell-window size variations in the nanometer
range greatly affect the clotting activity. It has been re-
ported that mesoporous silica materials with larger pore
diameters had better blood coagulation effects [27]. In
the typical synthesis route of mesoporous silica, different
templates were commonly used to form desired
mesopores, and the high-temperature calcination method
is commonly used to remove the template [28–31]. The
calcination treatments dictated that it was difficult for
mesoporous silica to bind with other flexible support
materials through in-situ synthesis.

Cotton is most commonly processed into sterile gauze as a
clinical sanitary consumable, attributing to its superiorities of
strong adsorption, flexible structure, good biological safety
and low cost. Cotton is almost entirely composed of cellulose
[32], and cross-linked cotton fibers could form a flexible 3D
mesh matrix with a strong water-absorbing surface [33]. The
cellulose is a polyol [34], each of its structural units contains
three unbound OH groups with different chemical activities,
which form hydrogen bond chains between cellulose. And the
hydrogen bonds in the cellulose recently were used to bind
mesoporous single-crystal chabazite zeolite onto the surface
of cotton fibers [35]. Hence mesoporous silica particle (MSP)
has similar microporous structure to zeolite [36], but superior
biocompatibility and functional scalability [37], it is likely to
be a more desirable choice to combine MSP with cotton as an
effective emergency hemostatic dressing. In this work, MSP
was prepared through a facile and relative mild approach
using dual silica source. To further facilitate the practical use
in emergency hemostasis, MSPwas loaded on cotton fibers by

in-situ synthesis to form the composites of mesoporous silica-
cotton (MS-C). The physical and chemical properties of MSP
and MS-C were detected by TEM, SEM, XRD, FITR, TG,
BET etc. The hemostatic properties were also studied by dif-
ferent in vitro blood clotting tests and preliminary animal trau-
ma model trials.

2 Experiment

2.1 Chemical and reagents

All materials were analytical grade and used as received
without further purification. Tetraethoxysilane (TEOS)
was purchased from Kermel, sodium silicate solution
(20% of SiO2, 6% of Na2O) was procured from
Macklin. Triblock poly (ethylene oxide)-poly (propylene
oxide)-poly (ethylene oxide) co-polymer Pluronic P123
(Mav = 5800, EO20PO70EO20) and other reagents were
obtained from Sigma-Aldrich Company. Medical absor-
bent cotton was purchased from Winner Medical Group.
Celox™ Granules was purchased from Union Medical
Supplies Company. QuikClot Combat Gauze (CG) was
purchased from commercial source.

2.2 Preparation of mesoporous silica particle (MSP)

The mesoporous silica was prepared using P123 as the
template, TEOS and sodium silicate as a mixed silica
source [38]. In a typical synthesis, P123 and ethanol
were dissolved in HAc-NaAc buffer solution (pH 4.4)
at 25 under vigorous stirring. The ethanol/P123 molar
ratio is 213. And then sodium silicate was added to the
above solution. 10 min latter, TEOS was added. The
molar ratio of the resulting gels was 100 SiO2: 1.02
P123:85.2 acetic acid: 44.5 sodium acetate. The mixture
was stirred at 40 for 20 h and followed a 24 h hydro-
thermal aging at 100 . Finally, the template in the prod-
uct was washed by Soxhlet extraction [39] and dried to
obtain MSP. The extracted MSPs were denoted as
(NaSi)100−xEx, where x (x=30, 50) is the molar percent
of TEOS/ (Na2SiO3 + TEOS), NaSi refers to Na2SiO3,
and E refers to TEOS. By adjusting the initial molar ratio
of TEOS/ (Na2SiO3 + TEOS) from 0 to 0.5, the pore size
of the mesoporous silica can be adjusted.

2.3 Preparation of mesoporous silica-cotton (MS-C)

An in-situ synthesis method [40] was used to prepared
composites of MS-C. The medical absorbent cotton was
impregnated in acetone under ultrasonic conditions for a
period of time and dried under 60 . Then the preprocessed
cotton was directly put into the precursor gel which was
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the same to that of MSP. After fully immersion, the cot-
ton and precursor gel were transferred into a Teflon-lined
stainless-steel autoclave. The same hydrothermal treat-
ment and Soxhlet extraction were carried out to obtain
the final MS-C. For contrast, the same process was car-
ried out on the medical absorbent cotton without pretreat-
ment, and the final product was named MS-C0. The sili-
con source ratio of the precursor gel used in the above
two samples was 1:1.

2.4 Characterization

2.4.1 Physical and chemical properties

FEI Tecnai F30 transmission electron microscope (TEM)
was used to observe the morphology and pore structure
of the sample. Zeiss Merlin Compact scanning electron
microscope (SEM) was used to observe the particle load
on the cotton fiber and the particle morphology. The
samples were dried and sprayed with gold before testing.
X-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns were recorded by the
Bruker D8 Advance powder diffraction system, scanning
from 0.5° to 10° at a speed of 0.5°/min. The nitrogen
adsorption/desorption isotherms were performed on a
Kantar autosorb-1 system at a temperature of 196 °C.
The BJH (Barrett-Joyner-Halenda) method was used to
calculate the pore size distribution curve of the
adsorption/desorption branch. A Nicolet 380 infrared
spectrometer from American Thermo Company was used
for infrared spectroscopy analysis (FITR) with a resolu-
tion of 0.09 cm−1 and a scanning range of 4000-
400 cm−1. STA449F3 thermogravimetric (TG) analyzer
was used to detect the loading rate of mesoporous silica
particles on cotton fibers. The samples were heated to
800 °C from room temperature 5 °C/min under a dynam-
ic oxygen flow. The sonication treatment was used to
evaluate the binding strength between solid content and
fabric by an ultrasonic cleaner (BUG25-06, Branson).
The samples were added into deionized water and treated
with sonication at different time intervals.

2.5 Determination of clotting activity in vitro

Blood samples came from New Zealand white rabbit (3-4 kg)
which was collected and mixed with 3.8% trisodium citrate
solution in a ratio of 9:1. This anticoagulated whole blood was
kept at 4 for further use.

The clotting blood tests (CBT) [41] is a basic hemostatic
test which can directly reflect and evaluate the hemostatic
ability. CBT was started by adding 10 mg sample into 5 mL
siliconized glass tubes and followed by incubating at 37ºC for
5 min. The control group added nothing. Then 1 mL citrated
rabbit blood was mixed with the sample, and then continued

for incubation at 37ºC for 3 min. After that, 500 µL of
0.025 mol/L CaCl2 aqueous solution was added into the tube
to trigger the coagulation pathway. Once the test tube was
tilted up to 90° and there was no blood flow, the blood clotting
time of each group was recorded. Each sample was repeatedly
measured 3 times.

The clinical standard coagulation tests (prothrombin time
(PT) and activated partial thromboplastin time (APTT)) [42]
were performed using Mindray C2000-4 semi-automatic
blood coagulometer. APTT can reflect the intrinsic coagula-
tion pathway while PT is associated with extrinsic pathway.
After centrifuging the anticoagulated whole blood at a speed
of 3000 r/min for 10 min, the upper layer of plasma was taken
for APTT and PT tests.

The sample and plasma were fully mixed according to
the ratio of 2.5 mg sample to 100µL plasma. The APTT
reagent and 50 µL supernatant were mixed and incubated
at 37 for 5 min. After that, the 50 µL, 0.025 mol/L CaCl2
solution was added to concentration, recording the time
of plasma coagulation. Each sample was repeated 3
times.

Mixing the sample and plasma thoroughly in the same ratio
as APPT. After standing, the 50 µL supernatant was incubated
at 37 for 3 min. Recording the plasma clotting time after 50
µL PT reagent was added. Each sample was repeated 3 times.

Thromboelastograph Analyzer (TEG, CFMS LEPU-
8800, China) was applied to assay the in vitro hemostatic
activity of samples [42]. Before testing, the samples were
dried at 80ºC to remove moisture. 10 mg of sample were
added into 1 mL citrated rabbit whole blood. Using the
vortex mixer to get the homogeneous mixture and then
340 µL of the mixture was added to the coagulation cup
at 37ºC. Then after 20 µL of 0.2 mol/L CaCl2 was also
added to the coagulation cup, the coagulation cups were
immediately tested to obtain the relevant parameters.
Citrated rabbit whole blood without sample was used as
a blank control group, and each group of samples was
tested repeatedly three times.

2.6 Biocompatibility evaluation of mesoporous silica
materials

The growth status of mouse fibroblast L-929 under different
concentrations of sample conditions was used to analyze the
impact of different doses of samples on cell biological safety.
As to MSP, the high concentration of 100 µL, 640 µg/mL
samples and the low concentration of 100 µL ,320 µg/mL
samples were set. A normal culture control group and a sol-
vent control group were setted up at the same time. As to MS-
C and MS-C0, the cytotoxicity was evaluated by examining
the extract of samples in culture medium. All samples were
soaked in the culture medium for 24 h, and then the extract
solutions were diluted to different concentrations (100%, 50%
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and 10%). After 24 h in a carbon dioxide incubator, 10 µL of
CCK-8 solution was added. After incubating at 37 for 2 h,
draw 100 µL of CCK-8-containing medium was drawn. The
absorbance intensity was detected at 450 nm with the micro-
plate reader.

The cell survival rate was calculated after the cells exposed
to different concentration of extract solutions for 24 h. The
other experimental steps were performed the same to that of
MSP.

Staining of dead/live cell : The cells and the medium
concentration were set in the same way. After discarding
the original culture medium and washing the cells twice
with PBS, the final concentration of 2 μ M Calcein AM
and 4μ M EthD-I were added and mixed with 10ml PBS
staining working solution respectively. 200μ L working
solution was added to each well and incubated for 15 min
in the dark at room temperature; Images of live (green
fluorescence) and dead (read fluorescence) cells were ob-
tained with the fluorescence microscope.

For MS-C type samples, the cell survival rate was calculat-
ed after the cells exposed to different concentration of extract
solutions for 24 h. The other experimental steps were perform-
ed the same to that of MSP.

2.7 Hemostasis in Mouse tail truncation model

Mice (15, 33–39 g, male) [43] were randomly divided into 5
groups and used as mouse tail amputation model assay. The
mice were anesthetized by intraperitoneal injection of 2 wt%
lidocaine hydrochloride (50 mg/kg) and fixed on the surgical
board. After the tail was sterilized, 2/3 of its length was cut
down using surgical scissors. Free bleeding lasted for 3 s to
ensure normal blood loss. Then, different samples were used
to cover the wound, and the powder sample was covered with
gauze. The successful hemostasis point was defined as no
active bleeding within 10 min after the external force was

removed. Record the corresponding hemostasis time and
blood loss.

3 Results and Discussion

3.1 Mesoporous silica particle (MSP)

Through the TEM the pore size and structure of MSP can
be seen directly through the TEM (Fig. 1). (NaSi)50E50

and (NaSi)70E30 showed highly ordered pore structure in
the TEM images. As to (NaSi)50E50-426, it could see the
rod-shaped particle structure and disordered pore struc-
ture, probably forming in the process of hole expansion
that the orderly structure in the middle was destroyed.
The mesoscopic structure of powder was characterized
by XRD method (Fig. 2). All samples had diffraction
peaks at 0.8°-2° and sharp peaks at 0.8°. These charac-
teristic peaks could be indexed to the hexagonal symme-
try lattice [44]. It is further proved that the mesoscopic
structure of as-synthesized samples belongs to the two-
dimensional hexagonal structure, which is the character-
istic of typical mesoporous molecular sieves.

FTIR was used to detect the surface functional groups
of samples. The Fourier infrared spectrum of the sample
with three raw material ratios was shown in Fig. 3. The
three groups of MSP samples have a broad absorption
peaked at 3420 cm−1, which was attributed to the
stretching vibration peak of Si-OH and O-H in the
adsorbed water. There were typical absorption vibration
peaks of Si-O-Si bond at 1080 cm−1, 806 cm−1, and
461 cm−1.

Nitrogen adsorption was used to characterize the pore size,
specific surface area and pore volume of samples. Figure 4
showed the nitrogen adsorption/desorption isotherms of
((NaSi)50E50, (NaSi)70E30 and (NaSi)50E50-426. All the iso-
therms were all typical IV adsorption lines [45], indicating

Fig. 1 TEM images of MSP with different raw material ratios: (a) (NaSi)50E50, (b) (NaSi)70E30, (c) (NaSi)50E50-426
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that the samples contained a large number of mesopores.
Table 1 showed the pore size and other data of three samples,
it can be seen clearly that under the same conditions of the
solvent system, when the silica source ratio is 1:1, the sample
pore size, specific surface area and pore volume were larger
than the others. When the ratio of the silica source is the same,
changing the ratio of the solvent system can increase the pore
size. But in consideration of the TEM results, the group of
(NaSi)50E50 has relatively large pore size and a stable
microstructure.

The hemostatic performance of experimental samples
in vitro was visually reflected through the CBT, as shown in
Fig. 5. Compared with the blank control group (307.70 ±
12.50 s) and CeloxTM (253.70 ± 10.02 s), all MSP samples
can effectively shorten the hemostasis time and verify the
excellent hemostatic performance of mesoporous silica mate-
rials; The CBT result of (NaSi)50E50 was 195.00 ± 2.60 s,
which was about 23% shorter than that of Celox™

Granules. (NaSi)50E50 with large pore size and stable structure
showed the least hemostasis time in CBT, again indicating
that the larger the pore size, the better the hemostatic effect
of MSP.

APTT and PT are the two basic clinical coagulation tests
in vitro. APTT reflects the endogenous coagulation pathway,
while PT reflects the activation state of the exogenous coagu-
lation pathway. The APTT and PT results were shown in
Fig. 6. The APTT results showed that only (NaSi)50E50-426
(39.27 ± 2.54 s) had a significantly longer APTT value than
the blank control group (21.90 ± 0.05 s), indicating that the
endogenous coagulation factors in plasma were reduced and
the procoagulant effect was not so good, which may be related
to the broken mesoporous structure. The experience groups
had no significant difference compared with the blank control
group, which indicated that they had no significant effect on
the endogenous coagulation pathway. The PT value of each
group of samples decreased significantly compared with the
blank control group (17.03 ± 1.26 s), indicating that the exog-
enous coagulation factors increased and the blood was in a
hypercoagulable state, and mesoporous silica could activate
the exogenous coagulation pathway. It was speculated that
MSP could upregulate the expression of TF (Tissue Factor)
[46, 47], which increases the blood viscosity and shortens the
PT value.

TEG is an instrument for judging the effect of blood
clotting by monitoring the changes in shear force during
blood clotting. R, Angle and MA are the three most im-
portant parameters. The R value represents the time to
start clotting, the Angle represents the coagulation rate,
and the MA value represents the coagulation strength.
Figure 6 showed the thromboelasticity diagrams of each
group, and Table 2 showed the R, Angle and MA values
detailly. It was clear that (NaSi)50E50 had the shortest
time for blood coagulation initiation, the fastest coagula-
tion rate and the nearly strongest blood clot intensity in
all samples. Though the other two MSP samples also had
shorter time for blood coagulation initiation, CeloxTM

showed its superiorities in faster coagulation rate and
stronger blood clot intensity. The TEG results were main-
ly consistent with that of CBT, which not only showed
the excellent hemostatic performance of mesoporous sil-
ica materials, but also verified again that the large meso-
porous pore size can improve the hemostatic effect of
MSP.

The ideal hemostatic material should have good biocom-
patibility. In this work, CCK-8 cytotoxicity tests and cell
staining were used to detect the biocompatibility of different
doses of MSP on L-929 mouse fibroblasts. According to re-
ports [48], we used 320 µg/mL and 640 µg/mL as the low and
high doses of MSP exposure, and 24 h as the exposure time.
Figure 7 showed the cell survival curve of fibroblasts co-

Fig. 3 FTIR images of MSP with different raw material ratios

Fig. 2 XRD images of MSP with different raw material ratios
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cultured with different doses of MSP for 24 h. Both high and
low doses had a certain inhibitory effect on cell growth. The
cell survival rate of (NaSi)50E50-426 was a little weaker than
the other two MSP samples. But the inhibition rate was con-
sidered acceptable, and all the cell survival rates were above
80%. It meant that MSP samples can meet the requirements of
biological safety. The images of stained dead/live cells (Fig. 8)
also showed clearly that there were more live cells (green)
both at high and low doses for sample (NaSi)50E50 and
(NaSi)70E30.

3.2 Mesoporous silica-cotton (MS-C)

SEM was used to visually examine the microstructure of as-
prepared MS-C. It was found that the mesoporous silica par-
ticles were successfully loaded on cotton fibers, though the
particle sizes were not regular. It was obviously that there

were more particles on the cotton fibers that pretreated with
acetone, comparing with that of sample MS-C0 (Fig. 9).

The load percentage of MSP in MS-C was roughly evalu-
ated by TG tests under a dynamic oxygen flow. As the trend
shown in Fig. 10, MS-C had a relatively high load percentage
of 12.05%, but the load percentage of MS-C0 was 4.79%. The
results of TG tests were consistent with the above SEM
observation.

Table 1 The pore size, pore volume and specific surface area of MSP

Sample BET surface area
(m2g−1)

Pore diameter
(nm)

Total pore volume
(cm3g−1)

(NaSi)50E50 391.1 12.39 1.22

(NaSi)50E50-426 440.4 17.48 1.64

(NaSi)70E30 310.2 7.80 0.71

Calculated using the Barrett–Joyner–Halenda (BJH) model based on the
desorption branch of the isotherm

Fig. 5 In vitro clotting blood tests (CBT) of MSP with different raw
material ratios, * and # indicate significant differences compared to the
blank control group and the Celox group (**P<0.01)

Fig. 4 (a) Nitrogen adsorption isotherms of MSP with different raw material ratios, (b) cumulative pore volume, (c)(d)(e) pore size distribution graphs
measured by BJH method

10526 Silicon (2022) 14:10521–10534



As previously stated, it was a potential risk for the
residues of powder type hemostatic materials in the
wound. Here the binding strength between MSP and cot-
ton fiber was evaluated by sonication treatment deionized
water. The results showed there was less than 5%
leaching MSP leached out from MS-C after 10 min son-
ication, but more than 80% of the kaolin particles leached
out from the gauze. It revealed that the MSP particles
were tightly bound onto the cotton fibers. The trend
was shown in Fig. 11.

The nitrogen adsorption/desorption isotherm was used
to characterize its microporosity and pore size (Fig. 12).
The nitrogen adsorption isotherms of MS-Cs were all
typical type IV isotherms of mesoporous structure, indi-
cating that the particles on the cotton fibers had a meso-
porous structure. Using the BJH method to calculate from
the desorption distribution curve, the MSP pore size on
MS-C0 was 12.27 nm, while the MSP pore size on MS-C
was 12.28 nm, which were closed to that of the pure
MSP. The results of nitrogen adsorption tests showed that
pretreatment of acetone did not affect the nucleation pro-
cess of mesoporous silica.

The CBT in vitro had been used to intuitively reflect the
hemostatic performance of the experimental sample (Fig. 13).
The hemostatic time of MS-C (170.00 ± 9.16 s) was

significantly shorter than that of MS-C0 (224.00 ± 18.52 s).
The results concluded that pretreatment of acetone can make it
easy for mesoporous silica precursor gel to nucleate on the
cotton fibers, thereby enhancing the hemostatic performance
of MS-C.

The CCK-8 cytotoxicity results were shown in Fig. 14.
There was no significant difference in cells survival rate of
samples with different extract concentrations. Nearly all the
results were above 90%, confirming the excellent biocompat-
ibility of MS-C and MS-C0. With careful examination and
comparison (Fig. 16), it could be found that cytotoxicity of
MS-C0 was nearly not affected by the concentrations, and
even it had a certain promotion effect on cell proliferation.
As to MS-C, there was likely a bit inhibition effect on cell
survival, which was conjectured that it may be related to the
pretreatment using acetone. However, the cell survival rate
could meet the biological safety requirements of hemostatic
dressings.

Fig. 6 The APTT and PT value of MSP with different raw material ratios, * indicates a significant difference from the blank control
group(*P<0.05,**P<0.01)

Table 2 R, Angle, and MA values of the thromboelastogram (TEG)
results

R/min Angle/deg MA/mm

Blank 12.4� 0.95 36.6� 5.00 55.9� 11.41

Celox 6.7� 1.10 57.7� 7.27 73.5� 2.21

(NaSi)50E50 3.4� 1.06 65.1� 10.1 69.8� 8.08

(NaSi)70E30 3.7� 1.15 50.3� 5.29 55.1� 4.35

(NaSi)50E50-426 3.3� 0.56 51.0� 4.42 46.0� 6.29 Fig. 7 Thromboelastogram (TEG) results of MSP with different raw
material ratios
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3.3 Mouse tail truncation model

The mouse tail truncation model was established to intu-
itively evaluate the performance of MSP and MS-C in
hemostasis. In the experiment, the hemostatic perfor-
mance of each group was characterized by the cleanli-
ness of the wound surface, the hemostasis time, and the
amount of blood loss (shown in Fig. 15 and 18). After
the bleeding being stopped, there was still powder resi-
dues found on the wound surface with treatment of MSP,
while the wounds treated with MS-C and MS-C0 were
obviously cleaner. The average hemostatic time for MS-
C (86.00 ± 36.76 s) and MS-C0 (156.70 ± 15.63 s) were
shorter than that of MSP (172.30 ± 4.16 s). As shown in
Fig. 16, the average blood loss for MS-C0 (28.10 ±
2.70 mg), MS-C (18.83 ± 3.60 mg) were significantly
lower than MSP (67.90 ± 29.60 mg). It was concluded
that MS-C with a large load of mesoporous silica

Fig. 8 Cell survival rate of different MSP at low(320 μg/mL) and
high(640 μg/mL) concentration

Fig. 9 Stained images of dead and living cells with different MSP at low(320 μg/mL) and high (640 μg/mL) doses
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particles could not only bring about clean wounds, but
also high hemostatic efficiency and excellent hemostatic
effect.

4 Conclusions

In consideration of the complementary advantages of
mesoporous silica and cotton, we prepared MSP with
large mesopores through a facile and relative mild ap-
proach using dual silica source, and further MSP was
fixed on cotton fibers by in-situ synthesis to form the

composites of MS-C. The pore size of MSP was adjusted
by the ratio of the two silica sources and the solvent
system. MSP could activate the exogenous blood coagu-
lation pathway, and the whole blood clotting time of
MSP was about 23.13%, which was shorter than f
CeloxTM in vitro. The mass fraction of mesoporous silica
reached 12.05% in MS-C, and the MSP are firmly an-
chored onto the cotton surface with < 5% leaching after
10 min of sonication which was better than the CG
(>80%). Both MSP and MS-C showed excellent biocom-
patibility in cytotoxicity tests of L-929 cells. The mouse
tail truncation hemorrhage model tests revealed that MS-

Fig. 10 SEM images of different samples: (a) cotton, (b) MS-C0, (c) MS-C. The inserted image is a partial enlargement

Fig. 11 Thermogravimetric (TG) analysis curves of different samples
Fig. 12 The relative residual weight of hemostatic components onMS-C,
MS-C0, CG after different ultrasonic time

Silicon (2022) 14:10521–10534 10529



C showed even shorter blood clotting time and less blood
loss than that of pure MSP, besides the less residue and a
cleaner wound surface. The effective combination of
mesoporous silica and cotton, high-specific surface area
and porous structure of MSP, the flexibility and adsorp-
tion of cotton, all together contributed to the final excel-
lent hemostatic performance of MS-C, besides improving

the residual problem of hemostatic powder. Comparing
with conventional hemostatic materials, MS-C has advan-
tages of excellent hemostatic performance, strong adsorp-
tion, flexible structure, good biological safety and low
cost. It was probably that MS-C had great potential for
emergency hemostasis applications in the future.

Fig. 13 (a) nitrogen adsorption isotherm of different samples, (b) cumulative pore volume, (c) (d) pore size distribution measured by BJH method

Fig. 14 In vitro clotting blood tests (CBT) of different samples, *
indicates a significant difference from the blank control group, #
indicates a significant difference between composite cotton and
composite cotton-acetone (*P<0.05)

Fig. 15 Cell survival rate of different samples at leach liquor of 100%,
50% and 10%
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Fig. 16 Stained images of dead and living cells at leach liquor of 100%, 50% and 10%

Silicon (2022) 14:10521–10534 10531



Fig. 17 Photos of various wounds and blood loss in a mouse tail
truncation model: (a) Creation of the disturbance model of mouse, (b)
Blank group after hemostasis, (c) Hard bleeding state after application of
MSP, (d) Wound treated with MSP after hemostasis, (e) Wound treated

with Cotton after hemostasis, (f) Wound treated with composite cotton
after hemostasis, (g) Bleeding loss of wound treated with cotton, (h)
Bleeding loss of wound treated with MS-C0, (i) Bleeding loss of
wound treated with MS-C

Fig. 18 The hemostatic time (a) and the blood loss (b) of different samples in the rat tail truncation model, * indicates a significant difference from the
blank control group, # indicates a significant difference from the pure cotton group (*P<0.05,**P< 0.01)
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