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To the Editor,

We thank Dr. Caroff for his positive comments on our

review and for bringing up the issue of Parkinsonism-

hyperthermia syndrome (PHS).1 We agree that PHS is a

rare but potentially fatal condition seen in patients with

Parkinson’s disease when their dopaminergic medications

are abruptly reduced or stopped. It has also been described

in patients with implanted deep brain stimulators after

battery depletion or device malfunction. In our institution,

we have witnessed a few patients with an implanted deep

brain stimulator for Parkinson’s disease who presented

with symptoms of PHS after complete depletion of the

device’s battery. They often require urgent surgery for

battery replacement. We did not include this point in our

manuscript as it is a rare condition and unlikely to occur in

patients who have the deep brain stimulator temporarily

turned off during the intraoperative period. We agree,

however, that it is an important differential diagnosis to

consider in this group of patients.
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