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Abstract: The morphometric analysis was carried out to determine the drainage characteristics of Panamaram watershed
(PW) of  Kabani river basin, Kerala, India with emphasis on fourth order sub-basins (FOSBs) using Geocoded imageries
of IRS-IC LISS III FCCs (1997) of 1:50,000 scale, aerial photographs (1990) of 1:15,000 scale and Survey of India
toposheets (1968) on 1: 50,000 scale. The main idea was to examine the stream properties based on the measurement of
various stream attributes. The different drainage parameters studied and the measurements related to perimeter, area of
sub-basins, basin length and number of rivers were determined by using Map Info 6.5 techniques. The drainage pattern
of the PW is dendritic, a sixth order stream. There are 587, 135, 36 and 12 first, second, third and fourth order Hortonian
streams, respectively in PW. The mean bifurcation ratio indicates that the drainage pattern is not much influenced by
geological structures. The shape parameters reveal the elongation of the basin and sub-basins. The applicability of
Horton’s Laws on Stream numbers, Stream lengths and  Stream areas is tested by using the theory of regression by
estimating theoretically bifurcation ratio, length ratio and area ratio. For the fourth order sub-basins of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 8 of
PW, a second degree polynomial equation seems to be a better model than the Hortonian model.

Keywords: Morphometry, Drainage parameters, Regression analysis, Panamaram watershed, Kerala.

geological and geomorphic history of the drainage basins
can be understood by the morphometric analysis. The
relation of infiltration number on depth to the water table
(DTW), infiltration and run-off in the area are examined.

STUDY AREA

 Panamaram river is a tributary of the Kabani and it rises
from Lakkidi in the Western ghats about 1700 meters above
mean sea level (mamsl). Important tributaries of Panamaram
river are Karanthododu, Venniodupuzha, Karapuzha and
Narasipuzha. Below the confluence of Panamaram river at
Mananthawady, it is known as Kabani river. Kabani is one
among the three east flowing rivers in Kerala, the others
being Bhavani and Pampar. The Panamaram watershed
(Fig. 1) is a sixth order basin covering an area of
465.1 sq.km lying between latitudes 11°30'7"N and 11°45'
56"N and longitudes  75°53'59"and 76°8'38" E. It is a sub-
watershed, and its areal extent is between 10,000 and 50,000
hectares (Anonymous, 1999). The PW is situated in Wyanad
district of Kerala and is bounded by Kozhikode district to

INTRODUCTION

Fluvial landforms are produced by the erosion and
deposition of streams that are connected into networks
(Strahler and Strahler, 2009). The morphometric studies on
river basins were first introduced by Horton (1932) and the
idea was later developed by Coates (1958) and Strahler
(1964). In India morphometric studies were carried out by
Chinnamani and Sakthivadivel (1981) on the Bhavani basin
on the East coast, James and Padmini (1983) on Kuttiyadi
river basin on the Malabar west coast, Joji et al. (2001)
on Vamanapuram river basin and many others. The morpho-
metric analysis of Panamaram watershed (PW) has been
examined with emphasis on fourth order sub-basins (FOSBs)
using remote sensing and GIS techniques. The drainage
parameters studied include drainage pattern, stream order,
stream number, strength length, mean stream length, drainage
pattern, drainage density, stream frequency, stream length
ratio, relief ratio, elongation ratio, bifurcation ratio, form
factor and circularity ratio. Quantitative description of basin
geometry, river characteristics, initial slope or inequalities
in rock hardness, structural controls, recent diastrophism,
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the south and southwest and the remaining portion is in
Wyanad district.

The climate of the area is tropical monsoonal with four
seasons viz. cold weather (December to February), hot
weather (March to May), south-west monsoon (June to
September) and north-east monsoon (October to November).
It is seen that the southern and southwestern areas of Lakkidi,
Padinjarathara (bordering Kozhikode district) receive more
than 3000 mm of annual normal rainfall. The SW (80%)
and NE (11%) monsoons mainly contribute rainfall in the
area. Besides orographic precipitation, pre-monsoon
“mango showers” play a role in rainfall availability in the
area. The area experiences mild weather throughout the
year. The month of march 2004 experienced maximum
average temperature of 33.97 °C and minimum average
temperature of 13.87 °C. The wind velocity is generally low
in the area and ranges between 1.91 and 5.69 km/hr. The
monthly average relative humidity in the morning increases
from 86.94% (08.30 AM) to 96.16 %. The evaporation in
the area is very low during rainy seasons and the monthly
mean evaporation ranges between 1.48 and 4.85 mm per
day.

The area is characterised by different physiographic
zones viz., high ranges with rugged topography, high ranges
with moderately rugged topography, intermontane valley and
flood plains. High ranges with rugged topography include
hill ranges of elevation ranging from 1400 to 2100 m amsl.
This area is occupied by dense mixed jungles of rugged

topography with steep slopes and narrow valleys as well as
hill ranges along the eastern part with isolated hills. In the
high ranges with moderately rugged topography, the
elevation ranges between 1000 and 1400 mamsl, with
moderate slopes. Intermontane valleys are occupied by
colluvium formed by depositional processes. Flood plains
with apparent alluvial thickness of more than 10 m are quite
common and are productive aquifers. The landform units
identified in the area are alluvial plain, flood plain, valley
fill, linear ridge, hillcrest, sloping terrain, rocky slope (scarp
face) and hilly terrain. Flood plains and valley fills are the
major fluvial landforms, whereas, moderately sloping terrain
(S2), strongly sloping terrain (S3), rocky slope (scarp face),
linear ridge and hillcrest are major denudational land-
form units. The flood plains have relatively smooth valley
floors formed by alluviating rivers, which are subject to
overflow. Landform unit with the highest slope (90°)
identified in the study area is scarp face (rocky cliff). Laterite
soil, brown hydromorphic soil, forest loam and riverine
alluvium are the different soil types of the area. The lateritic
soils are reddish brown in colour, formed under tropical
and sub-tropical monsoonal climates with alternate wet
and dry conditions. The forest soils are rich in organic
matter, nitrogen and humus and is dark reddish brown
formed by weathering under forest cover with loamy to
silty loam texture. The brown hydromorphic soils are
mainly seen between undulating topography. The alluvial
soils are found along the banks of the Kabani and its

Fig.1. Location of Panamaram watershed in Wynad district, Northern Kerala.
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tributaries. The major rock types of the PW are charnockites,
migmatites, gneisses and granites.

MATERIALS AND  METHODS

Topographical maps of 1:50,000 scale (SOI, 1968) have
been used for the preparation of base map and drainage map
(Fig.2). Prior to analysis, the map has been projected on
[WGS 84] [EPSG: 4326], digitized, edited and given
annotations by Map Info 6.5 techniques. Digitisation of the
base maps were carried out using Digitiser Drawing
Board III (Calcomp) at theRegional Data Centre of Central
Ground Water Board (CGWB), Govt. of India,
Thiruvananthapuram. The digitized maps were edited.
During editing segment checking like intersection, self-
overlap and dead-end corrections were carried out.
Projection and polygonisation of units followed the editing.
After polygonisation annotations were given for different
polygons and the maps were ready for analysis. Area,

perimeter, length of stream flow and length of different order
Hortonian streams were determined by Map Info 6.5
techniques. The statistical treatments were carried out using
SPSS 16.0 for WINDOWS and Map Info 6.5. Geocoded
imageries of IRS-IC LISS III FCCs (1997) of 1:50,000 scale,
aerial photographs (of 1990) of 1:15,000 scale, Survey of
India (SOI) toposheets 58 A/1, 58 A/2 and 49M/14 of 1968
on 1: 50,000 scale were utilized for the preparation of
lineament map.

Horton (1945) made a quantitative study of some aspects
of watershed geomorphology and introduced several
quantitative physiographic factors to describe the geometry
of river networks. The different factors are the stream order
(w) and its relationships with bifurcation ratio (Rb), length
ratio (Rl) and area ratio (Ra) as they give quantitative
information about the drainage composition. The three
deterministic laws of Horton include:

Horton’s Law on Stream Numbers states that there
exists a geometric relationship between the number of

Fig.2. Drainage map of Panamaram watershed.
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streams of a given order (Nw) and w. The parameter of this
geometric relationship is Rb.

wM
bw RN −= (1)

Horton’s Law of Stream Lengths states that there exists
a geometric relationship between the average length of
streams of a given order (Nw) and w. The parameter of this
relationship is Rl.

1
1

−= w
lw RLL (2)

Horton’s Law of Stream Areas states that there exists
a geometric relationship between the average area drained
by streams of a given order (Nw) and w. The parameter of
this relationship is the so-called Area Ratio, Ra.

1
1

−= w
aw RAA (3)

In the equations (1), (2) and (3) above, w is the order of
the basin, and the over-bar indicates the average value of
the corresponding variable. Taking logarithm to the base 10
on both sides of equations (1), (2) and (3), respectively, linear
relationships in w are obtained. Even though Hortonian laws
are exact mathematical relationships between stream orders
and stream number, stream length and stream area, the
numerical values may not exactly satisfy the three equations
given above due to the outcome of chance factors and hence
the drainage net itself, as a whole, can be regarded as a
consequence of random processes. Therefore, classical
regression analysis can be employed for estimating the slope
and intercept of the linear regression equation from the
sample data. If the theoretically predicted values and the
observed sample values do not differ too much, then
Hortonian laws can be applied to our data also. The
Hortonian model fit can be statistically assessed by
coefficient of determination (R2), which is the simple
correlation between model predicted values and observed
sample data. If we denote m as the slopes of the
corresponding log transformed models in (1), (2) and (3)
respectively, then Rb=1/antilog (m), Rl=antilog (m) and
Ra=antilog (m).

RESULTS AND  DISCUSSION

The different morphometric parameters are examined
in detail. The entire area of a river basin whose runoff drains
into the river in the basin may be considered as a hydrologic
unit (drainage basin/watershed/catchment area) and the
boundary line along a topographic ridge separating two

adjacent drainage basins as a drainage divide. The PW
possesses a leaf shaped catchment with greater flood
intensity due to the comparable length of tributaries and
run-off reaches almost simultaneously to the outlet. Drainage
pattern or drainage arrangement refers to the particular plan
or design, which individual stream courses collectively form,
and is influenced by factors like initial slope, inequalities in
rock hardness, structural controls, recent geologic and
geomorphic histories of the drainage basin (Joji et al, 2001).
The PW possesses dendritic pattern, characterized by
irregular branching of tributaries in many directions,
indicating lack of structural control but controlled by
lithology (Fig.2). The dendritic pattern develops in areas of
massive igneous rocks, on folded or complex
metamorphosed rocks, particularly when imposed upon them
by superposition (Thornbury, 1954) and it reflects near
homogeneous character of the sub-surface lithology. There
are 12 FOSBs in PW (Fig. 3) and their linear and areal
extensions, morphometric parameters and methodology
adopted for various calculations are compiled in  (Table 1,
2 and 3).

Stream  Order

The first order Hortonian streams do not have any
tributary and are the smallest recognisable channels (Chow
et al, 1988). A second order Hortonian stream forms when
two first order Hortonian streams join and a third order when
two second order joins and so on (Strahler, 1964). Where a
channel of lower order join a channel of higher order, the
channel downstream retains the higher of the two orders

Fig.3. Fourth order sub-basins (FOSB) of Panamaram watershed
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and the order of the river basin is the order of the stream
draining its outlet, the highest stream order in the basin
(Chow et al. 1988). The Panamram river is a sixth order
Hortonian stream and the sixth order Hortonian stream is
perennial and other streams are ephemeral except a few fifth
order Hortonian streams. The numbers of first, second, third
and fourth order Hortonian streams in PW are 587, 135, 36
and 12, respectively.

Stream  Number

The order-wise number of streams is known as the stream
number. Table 2 reveals that the number of stream segments
decrease with increase in stream order. When a channel of
lower order joins a channel of higher order, the channel
downstream retains the higher of the two orders (Chow et
al, 1988). There are 770 streams in various FOSBs in PW
and a few losing streams (influent condition). The losing
streams have not been considered for morphometric analysis,
as these have not contributed much to river characteristics.
The main structural disturbances which occurred in the
FOSBs of PW are lineaments (Fig.2).

Stream  Length

Horton’s law of stream lengths states that the mean
lengths of stream segments of each of the successive orders
of a basin tend to approximate a direct geometric sequence
in which the first order term is the average length of segments
of the first order (Horton, 1945). Table 2 shows that in PW,
length of streams generally decreases with increase in order
of segments except for some FOSBs 1, 2 , 3 and 8, the
variation may be due to high relief, or moderately steep
slopes underlain by varying lithology (Singh and Singh,
1997). Mean stream length (Lu) is dimensional, revealing
the characteristic size of the components of a drainage
network and it contributes basin surfaces (Strahler, 1964).

In general Lu increases as the order of segment increases.
For FOSBs Lu ranges between 0.11 and 6.5 km and the
variation in Lu may be due to variation in slope and
topography.

Stream  Length  Ratio (RL)

Stream length ratio is the ratio of mean length of streams
of one order to that of the next lower order that tends to be
constant throughout the successive orders of a watershed
(Horton, 1945). The highest value of length ratio of FOSBs
is 5.1 (indicates lower order sources for the next higher order
streams) and the lowest 0.44 (indicates limited length of
lower order streams). A large number of smaller streams
have developed in the area on less permeable formations of
weathered granites and granitic gneisses, high values of RL
have been found at extreme upstream areas on impermeable
formations of granites, granitic gneisses and charnockites.

Bifurcation  Ratio (Rb)

Bifurcation ratio is the ratio of the number of segments
in an order to the number of segments in the next higher
order (Horton, 1945); the Rb values range between 3 and
5.0 for watersheds in which geometrical structures do not
distort drainage pattern (Chow et al, 1988) and in PW a
theoretical minimum value of 2.0 is obtained in seven cases.
It is a dimensionless ratio, as drainage systems in
homogeneous materials tend to display geometrical
similarity; the ratio shows only a small variation from region
to region. Abnormal high Rb values might be expected in
regions of steeply dipping rock strata where elongated strike
valleys are confined between hogback ridges; and high Rb
values for first and second order streams reflect their origin
from higher levels, and Rb values indirectly reflect the
impact of lithology; and for crystalline rocks they are almost
identical (Gopalakrishnan et al. 1997).

If within a net, bifurcation ratios are equal, it is called
Horton’s net. Horton’s net condition is not present in any of
the FOSBs of PW, the average Rb is 3.66 and lowest 2.00
and highest 8.00 and for FOSBs and the variation is due to
lithological and geological development of FOSBs. The
lower Rb values are characteristics of structurally less
disturbed watersheds without any distortion in drainage
pattern (Nag, 1996) and most of the Rb values range between
2 and 5. Highest Rb value of 8 is reported for FOSB-12.
The lowest number of streams involved in Rb is 3 and the
highest number of streams involved is 146 (FOSB-12). The
lowest value of the product of Rb and the number of streams
is 6 (FOSB 2) and the highest 626.3 (FOSB-3). Mean Rb
value of 3.66 indicates the FOSBs have suffered less
structural disturbances and the drainage pattern has not been

Table 1. Perimeter and areal extent of Fourth order sub-basins (FOSB) of
Panamaram Watershed

FOSB Area, Perimeter, Max. length
km2 km of basin, km

1 24.38 21.38 7.201
2 5.687 11.83 4.18
3 22.96 23.66 7.675
4 9.24 15.14 5.040
5 8.513 12.59 4.942
6 4.463 9.639 3.558
7 19.08 23.36 7.150
8 11.92 18.68 6.11
9 9.853 16.02 3.95

10 7.659 14.21 4.642
11 5.847 10.52 4.123
12 91.92 50.46 19.22

Total 221.522 227.489
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Table 2. Drainage parameters of the of Fourth order sub-basins (FOSB) of Panamaram watershed

Sub- Stream No. of stream Length of Mean Length Bifurcation No. of Product Drainage Drainage Infiltration
basin order  ssegments stream length, ratio, ratio,  Rb streams of Rb & density, frequency, Number

segments, km Order involved no. of km / km2 No/ km2

km in Rb segments

1 1 35 23.64 0.68 2.46 3.9 44 171.11
2 9 9.62 1.07 0.73 3 12 36 2.01 1.97 3.96
3 3 13.13 4.45

5.10 3 4 124 1 2.58 2.56

2 1 22 24.25 1.1 2.69 4.4 27 118.8
2 5 9 1.8 4.5 2.5 7 17.5 6.99 5.28 36.91
3 2 2 1

0.44 2 3 64 1 4.5 4.5

3 1 100 23 0.23 2.88 5.3 119 626.3
2 19 8 0.42 4 6.3 22 139.3 1.52 5.36 8.15
3 3 2 0.67

1 3 4 124 1 2 2                         

4 1 31 16.5 0.53 2.75 4.4 38 168.3
2 7 6 0.86 3 3.5 9 31.5 2.81 4.44 12.48
3 2  2 1

1.33 2 3 64 1 1.5 1.5

5 1 39 20.5 0.53 3.42 4.88 47 229.1
2 8 6 0.75 1.33 4 10 40 4.41 5.87 25.89
3 2 4.5 2.25

0.69 2 3 64 1 6.5 6.5

6 1 14 16.3 1.16 2.17 3.5 18 63
2 4 7.5 1.88 1.25 2 6 12 7.46 4.71 35.14
3 2 6 3

1.71 2 3 64 1 3.5 3.5

7 1 77 13.5 0.18 1.8 3.85 97 373.5
2 20 7.5 0.38 1.67 5 24 120 1.39 5.35 7.44
3 4 4.5 1.13

4.5 4 5 204 1 1 1

8 1 59 29.22 1.01 4.72 5.9 69 348
2 10 6.19 0.21 2.50 3.33 13 33 3.58 6.12 21.91
3 3 2.48 0.86

0.52 3 4 94 1 4.78 0.17

9 1 41 18.57 0.64 2.87 4.56 50 187
2 9 6.47 0.22 1.55 3 12 27 3.23 5.48 17.69
3 3 4.17 0.14

1.60 3 4 94 1 2.60 0.09

10 1 26  8.5 0.33 3.4 4.33 32 138.7
2 6 2.5 0.42 1.25 3 8 24 1.76 4.57 8.04
3 2 2 1

4 2 3 64 1 0.5 0.5                           

11 1 27 10 0.37 4 3.38 35 118.125
2 8 2.5 0.31 1.25 4 10 40 2.61 6.50 16.97
3 2 2 1

2.67 2 3 64 1 0.75 0.75

12 1 116 13 0.11 1.63 3.87 146 564.5
2 30 8 0.27 3.2 3.75 38 142.5 0.27 1.69 0.46
3 8 2.5 0.31

1.67 8 9 724 1 1.5 1.5
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distorted by structural disturbances (Nautiyal, 1994) and
structural control has played a limited role in the
development of drainage. Variation of Rb values is due to
difference in climatic conditions, geology and structure of
rocks, relief and stages of basin development. The Rb values
vary from 2.00 in the flat or rolling basin to 3 – 4 in
mountainous, highly dissected and intensely fragmented
areas (Horton, 1945). It may be concluded that sub-basins
1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 10 and 11 with less Rb values have less structural
disturbances exhibiting less lineament density, whereas,
the sub-basins 3, 7 and 8 are characterised by high values of
Rb with high lineament density.

Drainage  Density (Dd)

Drainage density is the ratio of total length of the streams
in a given drainage basin to area of the drainage basin
(Horton, 1932); the average Dd of FOSBs ranges between
0.27 and 7.46 km/km2. The highest Dd for FOSB 6 with a
value of 7.46 km/km2 and lowest for FOSB 7 with a value
of 1.39 km/km2 are seen. A close perusal of the Dd values
shows that the region with highest rainfall in PW has high
Dd values. The sub-basins having highly resistant or
permeable soil material under dense vegetation cover and
low relief is characterised by low Dd while regions of weak
and impermeable sub-surface material, sparse vegetation and
mountainous relief display high Dd (FOSBs 2, 4 and 6).

Stream  Frequency (Df)

Stream frequency (Df) is the number of stream segments
per unit area (Horton, 1932, 1945); the lowest Df value is
for FOSB 12 and highest for FOSB 9.58% of FOSBs have

stream frequency values more than 5.00 and Df values vary
between 1.69 and 6.5. The variation in Df occurs due to
rainfall, relief, infiltration rate, initial resistivity of the terrain
to erosion, total drainage area of the basin and above all the
Dd of the watershed itself. The low values of Df indicate
poor stream networks and high values indicate denser
networks in the catchment area.

Infiltration  Number (IF)

The infiltration number is the product of drainage density
and stream frequency, and lower values of IF indicate higher
infiltration and low run-off with shallow depth to the water
table/DTW (Das and Mukherjee, 2005). The IF values of
FOSBs range between 0.46 and 36.91. Water level
monitoring has been carried out in selected observation wells
in the PW during 2010-11 along with permanent
groundwater monitoring wells (GWMWs) established by
the CGWB, Kerala region. The observation wells situated
within the sub-basins with less IF values have shown shallow
DTW with meagre water level fluctuation. The lower values
of IF in many of the FOSBs and shallow water level indicate
the possibility of more infiltration and less surface run-off.
The monthly water level variation, DTW fluctuation, pre-
and post-monsoon DTW trends in the observation wells
and GWMWs in PW are compiled (Table 4) and depicted
(Fig. 4).

Relief  Ratio (Rh)

The difference in elevation between the highest and
lowest points in a basin is basin relief and it indicates an
overall steepness of the drainage basin and the intensity of

Table 3. Methodology adopted for computations of morphometric parameters

Aspects Mophometric Parameters Formula Reference

Linear Aspect Stream Order Hierarchical rank Strahler (1964)
Stream Length (L) Length of the Stream Horton (1945)
Mean Stream Length(Lu) Lu = ΣL / Nu, where åL is the total length of the stream of particular order Strahler (1964)

and Nu number of stream segment of that order
Stream length ratio RL RL = L u / Lu-1, where Lu is the mean stream length of order u and Horton (1945)

Lu-1 is the mean stream length of next lower order.
Bifurcation ratio (Rb) Rb = Nu / Nu+1, where Nu is the number of segments in an order u

and  Nu+1 is the number of segments in the next higher order. Horton (1945)

Aerial Aspect Drainage density (D) Dd = ΣL /A, where åL-total length of the streams and A-area of drainage Horton (1932)
basin.

Stream frequency (Df) Df = ΣN/A, where N is the number of stream segments and A drainage area. Horton (1932)

Relief Aspect Relief ratio (Rh) Rh =H / Lb, where H is the total relief and Lb basin length Schumm (1956)

Aerial Aspect Form Factor (Rf) Rf = A / Lb2, where A is drainage area and Lb length of river basin Horton (1932)
Circularity Ratio (Rc) Rc = 4 * Pi * A / P² where, Rc = Circularity Ratio, Pi = 3.14; Miller (1953)

A = Area of the Basin (km2) P² = Square of the Perimeter (km)
Elongation Ratio (Re) Re = 2 * Sqrt (A / Pi) / Lb Where, Re = Elongation Ratio Schumn (1956)

A = Area of the Basin (km2) Pi = 3.14; Lb = Basin length
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the degradation processes operating on slopes of basin
and is the ratio between the total relief to its longest
dimension parallel to the principal drainage line is relief
ratio (Schumm, 1956). The Rh value of PW is 0.405 (Table
5) and low Rh values are the result of resistant bedrock &
less slope; and Rh values usually increases with decreasing
drainage area.

Form  Factor (Rf)

Form factor is the dimensionless ratio of the basin
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Fig.4. Depth to water table (mbgl) variation in Panamaram
watershed.

area to the square of basin length (Horton, 1932); the Rf
value of 0 indicates a highly elongated shape and the
value of 1.0, a circular shape with high peak flows for
short duration but for elongated basin with low Rf with a
flatter peak flows for longer duration. The flood flows of
elongated basins can be easily managed than that of circular
ones. The Rf value of PW is 0.19 showing its elongated
shape and its flood flows can be managed efficiently
than those of the circular basin;  and the Rf values of
FOSBs vary between 0.25 and 0.63, with an average value
of 0.38 (Table 5).

Circularity  Ratio (Rc)

Circularity ratio is the ratio of the area of river basin to
the area of a circle having the same perimeter as the basin
(Miller, 1953). It is a dimensionless ratio to express outline
of basin (Strahler, 1964) and Rc varies between 0.6 and 0.7
for homogeneous rock types, 0.40 and 0.5 for quartzitic
terrain and is influenced by length and Df of streams,
geological structures, vegetation, climate, relief and slope
of the basin. The circularity ratio of PW is 0.6, indicating
that PW is characterized by high relief and the drainage
system is structurally controlled; and that of the sub-basins
ranges between 0.43 and 0.67 with an average value of 0.54
(Table 5).

Table 4. Monthly depth to the water level variation in key wells of Panamaram Watershed

Location Depth to water level, mbgl Fluctuation
(May-Oct, 10), m

May, 10 June, 10 July, 10 Aug, 10 Oct, 10 Nov, 10 Jan, 11 Feb, 11

Lakkidi Gate 3.42 2.91 1.56 2.62 3.66 3.76 4.9 5.08 -0.24
Lakkidi * 1.37 1.11 1.01 1.19 1.33 1.32 1.56 1.6 0.04
Old Vaithiri 4.54 4.38 4.25 4.76 3.61 4.68 4.95 5.15 0.93
 Vaithiri * 6.43 6.78 5.56 5.87 6.48 6.48 7.61 7.68 -0.05
Chundale 2.09 2.25 1.61 1.67 1.83 1.9 2.28 2.5 0.26
Kunnambatta 4.17 4.25 3.86 3.6 3.82 3.85 4.12 4.23 0.35
Kainatti 2.83 2.23 1.27 1.25 1.85 1.51 3.01 3.44 0.98
Pallimukku 16.45 15.89 14.22 12.47 13.3 13.4 14.4 14.8 3.15
Pachilakkad 8.4 8.27 7.31 6.51 7.44 6.83 7.9 8.38 0.96
Echam 13.15 13.03 10.7 6.56 9.62 9.9 12.22 11.64 3.53
Vilambukandam 14.67 13.75 12.01 10.94 12.4 13.06 13.19 14.57 2.27
Thekkumthara 7.02 6.99 6.5 6.24 6.22 6.29 6.56 6.86 0.8
Kottathara 3.8 3.86 3.38 3.39 3.72 3.62 3.73 3.86 0.08
Chennalode 10.34 10.02 6.72 6.08 8.41 8.66 9.39 9.94 1.93
Thariyode 2.08 1.73 1.56 1.47 1.9 1.8 2.18 2.41 0.18
Mothakara 3.65 3.41 3.24 2.76 3.4 3.43 3.77 3.86 0.25
Pinangode 13.58 13.82 9.89 9.67 12.86 12.39 13.81 14.37 0.72
Puzhamudi 2.02 0.9 1.21 0.97 2.01 2.01 1.4 1.73 0.01
Pozhuthana * 6.25 6.33 5.3 1.56 5.88 6.04 6.36 6.43 0.37
Panamaram* 3.69 3.4 3.07 2.89 3.44 2.9 3.52 3.49 0.25
Kambalakkad * 19.49 18.42 17.89 16.41 16.65 16.81 17.78 18.03 2.84
Kalpetta * 1.27 1.18 0.91 0.93 0.95 0.92 1.25 1.53 0.32
Kavumandam * 7.37 7.23 6.73 6.69 6.98 6.88 7.13 7.27 0.39
Padinjarethara* 7.44 7.24 6.26 5.21 6.29 6.25 7.15 7.32 1.15
Taruvana * 5.64 5.44 3.62 2.28 2.47 3.66 3.23 3.67 3.17
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Elongation  Ratio (Re)

Elongation ratio is the ratio of the diameter of a circle
having the same area as of the basin and maximum basin
length (Schum, 1956); and is a measure of the shape of the
river basin and the value generally ranges between 0.6 and
1. The range from 0.6 to 0.8 represents regions of high relief
(many FOSBs of PW) and values close to 1.0 are regions of
very low relief with circular shape (FOSB 9), and are much
more efficient in the discharge of runoff than an elongated
basin because concentration time is less in circular basins.
Thus Re values help in flood forecasting. The elongation
ratio of PW is 0.33, indicating its elongated nature with
high relief and steep slope and that of the sub-basins with
ranges between 0.56 and 0.90 with an average value of
0.69 (Table 5).

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

The collected data was subjected to statistical analysis
using classical regression technique. The results are

presented in Table 6. By examining the values of R2, it is
seen that Horton’s laws, given in equations (1), (2) and (3)
are true for  this data also except for those cases given in
bold face numbers in Table 6. The estimated values of
bifurcation ratio (Rb), length ratio (Rl) and area ratio (Ra)
are also well supported by our findings, since the average
empirical Rb is approximately equal to the estimated Rb
determined from the slope of the regression lines. But R2

values of FOSB 1 and 4 (area), FOSB 2 and 5 (length) and
FOSB 8 (area and length) feebly indicate that Horton’s law
will not be suitable for describing the characteristics of our
data in these sub-basins. In these cases a second degree
polynomial curve is a good model as compared to Horton’s
law (Figs.5 a, b, c, d, e and f). It may also be noted that for
FOSB 4 (area) the polynomial equation is not suitable for
describing the characteristics.

The FOSBs 1, 2, 4, 5 and 8 are situated in regions of
high relief, values of elongation ratio ranges between 0.6
and 0.8 and concentration time for water is less and difficult
to manage run-off. Moreover, the variations shown by these

Table 5. Form factor, circularity ratio and elongation ratio of sub-basins of Panamaram Watershed

FOSB Area, Perimeter, Max. length Form Factor Circularity ratio Elongation ratio
km2  km of basin, km Rf = A / Lb2 Rc = 4πA / P2 Re= 2*√(A / π) ÷ Lb

1 24.38 21.38 7.201 0.47 0.67 0.77
2 5.687 11.83 4.18 0.33 0.51 0.64
3 22.96 23.66 7.675 0.39 0.52 0.70
4 9.24 15.14 5.040 0.36 0.51 0.68
5 8.513 12.59 4.942 0.35 0.67 0.67
6 4.463 9.639 3.558 0.35 0.60 0.67
7 19.08 23.36 7.150 0.37 0.44 0.69
8 11.92 18.68 6.11 0.32 0.43 0.64
9 9.853 16.02 3.95 0.63 0.48 0.90
10 7.659 14.21 4.642 0.36 0.48 0.67
11 5.847 10.52 4.123 0.34 0.66 0.66
12 91.92 50.46 19.22 0.25 0.45 0.56
Mean 18.46 18.96 6.48 0.38 0.54 0.69

Table 6. Slope, Intercept, R2 and Ratios of Number, Length and Area

Number Length Area

Slope Inter- R2 Rb Slope Inter- R2 Rl Slope Inter- R2 Ra
cept cept cept

FOSB 1 -0.51 2.02 1.00 3.24 -0.28 1.66 0.76 0.53 -0.13 0.93 0.12 0.74
FOSB 2 -0.44 1.69 0.97 2.77 -0.28 1.54 0.64 0.52 -0.30 0.74 0.75 0.50
FOSB 3 -0.68 2.64 0.99 4.79 -0.38 1.66 0.90 0.42 -0.37 1.47 0.90 0.42
FOSB 4 -0.50 1.91 0.98 3.18 -0.36 1.52 0.95 0.44 -0.17 0.62 0.25 0.68
FOSB 5 -0.54 2.04 0.97 3.45 -0.16 1.29 0.52 0.69 -0.32 0.92 0.77 0.48
FOSB 6 -0.37 1.45 0.98 2.37 -0.21 1.38 0.96 0.62 -0.23 0.51 0.73 0.59
FOSB 7 -0.64 2.54 1.00 4.32 -0.36 1.57 0.93 0.44 -0.24 1.15 0.73 0.58
FOSB 8 -0.58 2.27 0.98 3.83 -0.28 1.52 0.61 0.53 -0. 23 0.92 0.64 0.59
FOSB 9 -0.53 2.09 0.99 3.40 -0.28 1.47 0.95 0.53 -0. 21 0.84 0.90 0.61
FOSB 10 -0.47 1.80 0.98 2.97 -0.38 1.28 0.94 0.42 -0.37 1.01 0.81 0.42
FOSB 11 -0.49 1.88 0.98 3.09 -0.35 1.26 0.93 0.45 -0.31 0.76 0.67 0.49
FOSB 12 -0.68 2.80 0.99 4.75 -0.33 1.48 0.97 0.47 -0.05 1.42 0.05 0.90
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sub-basins are influenced by length and Df of streams,
geological structures, vegetation, climate, relief and slope
of the basins.

CONCLUSION

Morphometric studies carried out in the Panamaram
Watershed with emphasis on FOSBs reveals that the basin
is an elongated one and its flood water flows may be managed
efficiently. The main structural disturbances occurred in PW
are demonstrated through lineaments. Horton’s Laws on
Stream Numbers, Stream Lengths and Stream Areas are
statistically fitted by using the theory of regression; and from
the fitted Hortonian model theoretically estimated the
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Fig.5. Polynomial and Hortonian fitted models with fitted equations.

bifurcation ratio, length ratio and area ratio. For the FOSBs
1, 2, 4, 5 and 8, a second degree polynomial equation seems
to be a good model rather than the Hortonian Model. It is
revealed that the infiltration number values of FOSBs range
between 0.46 and 36.91 from the observation wells which
are situated within the sub-basins with less IF values having
shallow DTW and meagre water level fluctuation.

Acknowledgements: The authors are grateful to Nanda-
kumaran P, Regional Director, CGWB, Kerala Region for
all the encouragement given during the course of the work.
Thanks are also to Beenu Kumar Panicker, Dept. of Geology,
University College, Thiruvananthapuram for editing the
manuscript and to Deepa K Krishnan for the data entry.

References

ANONYMOUS (1999) Watershed Based Development. Kerala State
Planning Board, Thiruvananthapuram, 85p.

CHINNAMANI, S. and SAKTHIVADIVEL, R. (1981) An Integrated Study
of Hydrology of the Bhavani Basin. Perarignagar Anna
University of Technology, Madras, Pt 1.

COATES, D. R. (1958)  Quantitative Geomorphology of Small
Drainage Basins of Southern Indiana.  Department of Geology,
Columbia University, Tech. Report 10.

CHOW, V.T., MAIDMENT, D.R. and MAYS, L.W. (1988) Applied
Hydrology. McGraw-Hill Book Company, New York.

a b

c d

e f



JOUR.GEOL.SOC.INDIA, VOL.82, OCT. 2013

378 V.  S. JOJI AND  OTHERS

DAS,A.K. and MUKHERJEE, S. (2005) Drainage Morphometry using
satellite Data and GIS in Raigad District, Maharashtra. Jour.
Geol. Soc. India, v.65, pp.577-586.

GOPALAKRISHNAN, K.S., SAKTHIVEL, M.  and SUNIL KUMAR, R. (1997)
Geomorphometric study of the Kodayar River Basin in Western
Ghat Regions of Kanyakumari District, Tamil Nadu.  National
Geographical Jour. India, v.43(4), pp.295-306.

HORTON, R.E. (1932) Drainage Basin Characteristics. Trans. Amer.
Geophys. Union, no.13.

HORTON, R.E. (1945) The erosional development of streams and
their drainage basins, hydrophysical approach to quantitative
morphology. Bull. Geol. Soc. Amer., pp.275-370.

JAMES, E.J. and PADMINI, V. (1983) Quantitative geomorphologic
Studies of the Kuttiyadi river basin on the Malabar Coast.
Jour. Institution of Engineers, v.63, pp.266 – 271.

JOJI, V.S., NAIR, A.S.K. and CHANGAT, M. (2001) Morphometric
Analysis of Fourth Order Sub-Basins of Vamanapuram River
Basin, Southern Kerala, India. The Indian Jour. Geomor., v.6
(1&2), pp.59-74.

MILLER, V.C. (1953) A Quantitative Geomorphologic Study of
Drainage Basin characteristics in the Clinch Mountain Area,

Virginia and Tennessee. Department of Geology – Columbia
University, Tech. Report 3.

NAG, S.K. (1996) Morphometric analysis using remote sensing
techniques with Chaka Sub-Basin, Purilia district, West
Bengal. Jour. Indian Remote Sensing, v.26(1&2), pp.69-76.

NAUTIYAL, M.D. (1994) Morphometric Analysis of Drainage basin
using areal photographs: A case study of Khairkuli basin,
District Dehradun, Uttar Pradesh. Jour Indian Soc.  Remote
Sensing, v.22(4), pp.251-261.

SCHUMM, S.A. (1956)  Evolution of drainage systems and slopes
in badlands at Perth Amboy, New Jersey. Bull. Geol. Soc. Am.,
v. 67, pp.597-646.

SINGH, S. and SINGH, M.C. (1997) Morphometric analysis of
Kanhar river basin. National Geographical Jour. India, v.43(1),
pp.31-43.

STRAHLER, A.N. (1964) Quantitative geomorphology of drainage
basins and channel networks. Section 4-II.  In: V.T. Chow
(Ed.), Handbook of Applied Hydrology,  McGraw-Hill, New
York.

THORNBURY, W.D. (1954) Principles of Geomorphology. John Wiley
&Sons, Inc, New York.

(Received: 17 February 2012; Revised form accepted: 18 June 2012)



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 215
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.04651
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 215
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.04651
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 600
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




