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The first record of Drymonema dalmatinum from the northern
Alboran Sea (western Mediterranean)
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The large scyphozoan jellyfish Drymonema dalmatinum
was first described by Haeckel (1880) from material col-
lected off the Dalmatian coast of the Adriatic Sea (east-
ern Mediterranean) . In 1882, Haeckel renamed
D. dalmatinum as D. victoria, describing the species in
more detail and adding a single partial sample from ma-
terial collected by the HMS Challenger expedition in
1873, near Gibraltar, considering this medusa as a
deep-water species. Since then, there has been no report
of D. dalmatinum in the western Mediterranean. Based
on genetic and morphological data, Bayha and Dawson (2010)
established a new semaeostome family, Drymonematidae, to
accommodate three valid Drymonema species (Bayha
and Dawson 2010): the rare D. dalmatinum Haeckel,
1880 from the Mediterranean, D. larsoni Bayha and
Dawson 2010 from the Caribbean, and D. gorgo Müller
1883 from the Brazilian region. Recently, Malej et al.
(2014) reported an increased frequency of sightings of
D. dalmatinum in the last 15 years from the Adriatic
and eastern Mediterranean Sea.

We report the sighting of single specimen observed on
April 30, 2013, at the dive location known as Marina del
Este, La Herradura, southern Spain (36.720278°N,
3.728333°W) by scuba divers (see Fig. 1). The jellyfish
was found near the sea floor at a depth of 12 m, with a
bell diameter of approximate 70 cm, the orientation of
the umbrella was upwards, with its tentacles trailing be-
low and accompanied by many small fishes. The sea
temperature and salinity were 14.97°C and 35.082,
respectively.

From the photographic material taken in situ, it can be
determined that the specimen belongs to D. dalmatinum
showing the following morphological characters: the bell
is milkish-white, shield-shaped and flatly rounded with a
thicker central part (Fig. 1a). The numerous tentacles are
longer than the diameter of the bell and of unequal
lengths and thickness and are not grouped in separated
clusters (Fig. 1b). It is to be noted that the exumbrellar
markings seen in some Mediterranean animals are not
visible in this individual, but may be imperceptible
because of the quality of the photographic material
(Fig. 1c). Figure 1d shows the complexly folded
veil-like oral arms, which are almost as long as the bell
diameter. The genus Drymonema is distinguished from
Cyanea and Desmonema by the fact that its tentacles
arise from the middle zone of the subumbrella and not
in separated clusters.

Haeckel’s finding from the Strait of Gibraltar has
been questioned by Mayer (1910) and being such a rare
medusa, i t seemed important to document this
occurrence.
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Fig. 1 Drymonema dalmatinum
from La Herradura, NE Alboran
Sea, photographed on April 30,
2013. a, b Side view. c Aboral
view. d Close-up of the oral arms
(Photographic credits: S.
Bellamy)
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