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Abstract Silver nanoparticles (SNPs) were synthesized on
the basis of exopolysaccharides (low and high molar mass)
of diazotrophic Bradyrhizobium japonicum 36 strain. The
synthesis of SNPs was carried out by direct reduction of silver
nitrate with ethanol-insoluble (high molar mass, HMW) and
ethanol-soluble (low molar mass, LMW) fractions of
exopolysaccharides (EPS), produced by diazotrophic strain
B. japonicum 36. SNPs were characterized using UV-vis spec-
troscopy, transmission electron microscopy (TEM), X-ray dif-
fraction (XRD), and Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy
(FTIR). SNPs synthesized on the basis of LMWEPS absorbed
radiation in the visible regions of 420 nm, whereas SNPs
based on the HMW EPS have a wavelength maximum at
450 nm because of the strong SPR transition. Moreover, the
antibacterial and antifungal activities of the SNPs were exam-
ined in vitro against Escherichia coli, Staphylococcus aureus,
and Candida albicans. SNPs synthesized on the basis of
LMW EPS were active than those synthesized on the basis
of HMW EPS. Besides, UV-visible spectroscopic evaluation
confirmed that SNPs synthesized on the basis of LMW EPS

were far more stable than those obtained on the basis of HMW
EPS.

Introduction

Recent advances in nanotechnology have enabled us to pro-
duce pure silver as nanoparticles, which are more efficient
than silver ions (Lara et al. 2010), and because of their surface
plasmon resonance properties, silver nanoparticles (SNPs)
have become the focus of extensive research due to their wide
range of applications, such as in medicine, agriculture, catal-
ysis (Hebeish et al. 2013), colorimetric sensors, optical
encoding, and metal-enhanced fluorescence (Shafer-Peltier
et al. 2003; De Cremer et al. 2010; Aslan et al. 2005).
Conventionally, SNPs are synthesized using chemical reduc-
ing agents in the presence of stabilizers (Kanmani and Lim
2013a, b). Except chemical methods, some green methods
have been documented for the biosynthesis of SNPs. Some
bacteria (Lactobacillus rhamnosus (Kanmani and Lim
2013a), Bacillus licheniformis, Staphylococcus aureus
(Kalimuthu et al. 2008; Nanda and Saravanan 2009), and fun-
gi (Alternaria alternata, Aspergillus flavus, Penicillium
(Gajbhiye et al. 2009; Jain et al. 2011) have been successfully
studied for the biosynthesis of SNPs. Furthermore, SNPs have
received the greatest attention due to their wide spectrum of
antimicrobial activities towards many Gram-positive and
Gram-negative bacteria, fungi, and viruses (Lara et al. 2010;
Hebeish et al. 2013; Shafer-Peltier et al. 2003).Microbe-based
biosynthesis of SNPs has several advantages such as simplic-
ity, cost effectiveness, and compatibility for biomedical and
pharmaceutical applications as well as for large-scale com-
mercial production (Filippo et al. 2010). This has opened up
whole new strategies to use pure silver against a wide range of
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pathogens, particularly multiresistant pathogens, which are
hard to treat with available antibiotics. One of the microbial
reducing and stabilizing agents are exopolysaccharides and
they are increasingly being used to synthesize silver nanopar-
ticles. These macromolecular biopolymers contain many hy-
droxyl groups that strongly associate with metal ions leading
to greater control of shape, size, and particle dispersion.
Moreover, polysaccharides have other valuable functions such
as mucoadhesion, which provides a greater neutral coating
with low surface energy and restricts nonspecific protein re-
ceptor recognition (Santander-Ortega et al. 2012).
Exopolysaccharides (EPS) are long-chain polysaccharides
containing branched and repeating units of sugar molecules,
such as glucose, mannose, fructose, or rhamnose (Kanmani
et al. 2012). These natural biopolymers have been widely used
as viscosifying, bioflocculating, stabilizing, gelling, and
emulsifying agents. The lack of microbe-based synthesis
of SNPs is due to low solubility of bacterial polysaccha-
rides and instability of produced SNPs, once silver ions
were reduced and stabilized on a bacterial EPS matrix. To
our knowledge, this can be explained by long molecular
chain of bacterial EPS and due to the collision between
small nanoparticles, which lead to particle growth (Dang
et al. 2011). All data documented in the literature on
synthesis of SNPs was obtained by relatively high molar
mass EPS of bacteria, but there is no report on using low
molar mass EPS for SNPs synthesis, despite the fact that
synthesis of low molar mass EPS occurs along with syn-
thesis of high molar mass EPS in cells of some bacterial
species. Low molar mass forms of EPS have previously
been identified in Sinorhizobium meliloti cultures
(Battisti et al. 1992), and ethanol-soluble low molar
mass EPS in Bradyrhizobium japonicum been reported
by Louch and Miller (2001). Recently, studies of SNPs
synthesis through silver reduction and stabilization on
water-insoluble EPS, with high molar mass, of
B. japonicum 36 strain was reported (Rasulov 2014),
but SNPs synthesis using low molar mass EPS was
not still researched.

In this study, we studied the synthesis of silver nano-
particles by direct reduction of silver nitrate with
ethanol-insoluble (high molar mass) and ethanol-soluble
(low molar mass) EPS, produced by diazotrophic strain
B. japonicum 36. The synthesized SNPs were character-
ized using UV-vis spectroscopy, transmission electron
microscopy (TEM), X-ray diffraction (XRD), and
Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR).
Moreover, the antibacterial and antifungal activities of
the SNPs were examined in vitro. Throughout the re-
search, high molar mass (HMW) EPS and SNPs synthe-
sized on its basis were used for comparative study to
estimate SNPs, synthesized on the basis of low molar
mass (LMW) EPS.

Materials and methods

Materials and microbial strains

The exopolysaccharide-producing diazotrophic strain
B. japonicum 36 (strain’s collection number SDK 276), de-
posited at the Culture Collection of Industrial Microorganisms
(860, CCIM) at the Institute of Microbiology, Uzbekistan
Academy of Sciences, was used. The pathogenic strains
Candida albicans ATCC10231, Escherichia coli
ATCC11229, and S. aureus ATCC6538 were obtained from
the Culture Collection of State Key Laboratory Basis of
Xinjiang Indigenous Medicinal Plants Resource Utilization,
Xinjiang Technical Institute of Physics and Chemistry, CAS.

All solutions were made of using ultrafiltered high-purity
deionized water. Reagents and chemicals used in this study
were of analytical grade.

Extraction of EPS from B. japonicum 36

EPS-producing B. japonicum 36 was cultured in a 2 L conical
flask containing 1 L of B79^ broth at 30 °C. After 3 days
incubation, the cultured broth was heated to 100 °C for
15 min to inactivate the EPS-degrading enzymes.
Subsequently, the treated culture broth was centrifuged at
6000 rpm for 10 min at 4 °C to separate the probiotic cells
and debris. The cell-free supernatant was collected and mixed
with a double volume of ice-cold ethanol (95 %) and main-
tained at 4 °C overnight to complete the precipitation of EPS.
After centrifugation at 12,000 rpm for 15 min, the precipitated
EPS pellet was washed twice with distilled water and recov-
ered by adding 20 mL of water (Rasulov et al. 2013). The
concentration of EPS in the solution was quantified by the
phenol-sulfuric acid method (Dubois et al. 1956).

Fractionation and analysis of low molar mass
exopolysaccharide from B. japonicum 36 culture
and thin-layer chromatography

B. japonicum 36 strain was cultured in 500 mL of 79 medium
at 30 °C until reaching an optical density of 0.6 at 650 nm. The
cells were harvested (13,000 g for 10 min), and culture super-
natants were obtained. The culture supernatants were concen-
trated 25-fold by rotary evaporation. High molar mass EPS
were precipitated from concentrated supernatants by adding
three volumes of ice-cold ethanol, and the precipitate was
removed from concentrated supernatants by centrifugation at
12,000 g for 10 min. Low molar mass ethanol-soluble poly-
saccharide was then purified from concentrated supernatants
using gel permeation chromatography as described below.

Concentrated supernatants containing ethanol-soluble, ex-
tracellular low molar mass polysaccharide was concentrated
under vacuum. Samples were applied to a Sephadex G-25
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column (1 cm×52 cm) which was eluted at room temperature
with 0.15 mol/L ammonium acetate (pH 7.0) containing 7 %
propanol (vol/vol) at the rate of 15 mL/h. Fractions (1 mL)
were collected and assayed for carbohydrate content (Dubois
et al. 1956). Thin-layer chromatography (TLC) was per-
formed using aluminum-backed silica gel 60 plates and a
butanol-ethanol-water (5:5:4) solvent system.

Synthesis of SNPs using EPS

The solution of EPS (100 mL) was mixed with 10 mol/L
aqueous solution of AgNO3 prepared freshly in deionized
water with continuous stirring. The mixture was stored at
room temperature for 2 months. After 24 h incubation, the
solution turned yellow and after a while dark brown, which
confirmed the formation of SNPs (Kanmani and Lim 2013a).

Characterization of silver nanoparticles

UV-visible spectroscopy analysis

EPS reduction of Ag+ ions in aqueous solution was monitored
for 12 h, 5 days, 10 days, and 2 months by measuring the
ultraviolet–visible absorbance spectrum of the solution using
a UV-visible spectrophotometer (TU-1901, Beijing Purkinje
General Instrument Co., Ltd.) in the range of 300–800 nm
(Kanmani and Lim 2013a).

Transmission electron microscopy

TEMmicrographs were obtained on a HITACHI H-600 trans-
mission electron microscope (Hitachi, Japan) operating at an
accelerating voltage of 100 kV (Kanmani and Lim 2013a).

Analysis of the XRD and FTIR spectra

The phase composition and crystal structure of the SNPs was
determined using XRD (Bruker D8 Advance). For this analy-
sis, the dried sample was prepared by placing on the micro-
scopic glass slide and the diffractogram was recorded using
Cu-Kα radiation and a nickel monochromator filtering wave
at voltage and current of 40 kVand 30 mA, respectively. The
FTIR spectrum of the EPS-stabilized SNPs was analyzed
using FTIR spectroscopy (JASCO FTIR 460, Daejon, South
Korea) operated at resolution of 4/cm. For the measurement of
FTIR spectrum, the dried sample was powdered by grinding
with KBr pellets and pressed into a mold. The spectrum was
recorded at a frequency range of 500–4000/cm (Li et al.
2012).

Antibacterial and antifungal activities of SNPs

Incubation of pathogenic strains

All bacterial strains were cultured following manufacturers’
culturing guidelines. Typically, E. coli ATCC11229 and
S. aureus ATCC6538 strains were cultured in Luria-Bertani
(LB) culture medium (10 g/L tryptone, 5 g/L yeast extract,
10 g/L NaCl) at 37 °C. In all the experiments, the concentra-
tions of bacteria were determined by optical density at
600 nm.

C. albicans ATCC10231 was cultured in culture medium
comprising glucose 40 g/L and peptone 10 g/L (Bankura et al.
2012).

The agar well diffusion method

The antibacterial and antifungal activities of the EPS-
stabilized SNPs were measured using the agar well diffusion
method. Bacterial and fungal pathogens such as E. coli,
S. aureus, and C. albicans were used as indicator strains for
this analysis. The bacterial and fungal strains were aseptically
inoculated into respective broth and then incubated at 37 °C.
Samples from the culture liquids of respective pathogen plated
on petri plates and wells were made using an agar well borer.
Different concentrations of SNPs were added to these wells,
and the plates were incubated at 37 °C for 24 h. The zone of
inhibitions was estimated by measuring the diameter of the
bacterial growth inhibition zone. The values were averaged
from the three independent experiments (Bankura et al. 2012).

Kill-curve experiments (I)

The overnight bacterial cultures were diluted in fresh LB me-
dia, supplemented in different concentrations of SNPs both in
colloidal and powder forms and incubated at 37 °C for 1 week.
The culture liquids were analyzed for cell number by counting
colony forming units on each incubation day (Kim et al.
2011).

Kill-curve experiments (II)

SNPs were added in different concentrations, in a powder (μg/
mL) and colloidal (mL) forms, to the two days old bacterial
cultures (CFU not less than 109 cells per mL), and incubated at
37 °C for next days. From the third day of incubation (the day
after SNPs addition), the cell number of the strains was eval-
uated via plating corresponding serial dilutions of the bacterial
cultures. Estimations continued until seventh day of incuba-
tion (Kim et al. 2011).
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Results

UV-vis spectrophotometer

The synthesis of SNPs in the solution was monitored by UV-
visible absorption spectra. As it was mentioned before, SNPs
were synthesized by reducing Ag+ to Ag0 with addition of
LMW and HMW EPS in a solution of AgNO3 and then the
samples were left in the dark. In order to obtain the maximum
productivity of SNPs by EPS, different ratios of reducer and
the silver nitrate (1:1, 2:1) were assessed. Visually, synthesis
of SNPs was estimated by formation of yellowish brown color
in colorless solution. In our experiments, SNPs were synthe-
sized on the basis of LMW EPS absorbed radiation in the
visible regions of 420 nm, whereas SNPs on the basis of
HMW EPS—450 nm because of the strong surface plasmon
resonance (SPR) transition (Fig. 1a). The appearance of the
SPR transition in this region confirmed the production of
SNPs (Bankura et al. 2012; Pandey et al. 2012). Further eval-
uation of concentration dependence showed that with increas-
ing both EPS (in our experiments, LMW) and silver nitrate
concentrations, the formation of SNPs enhances (Fig. 1b). The
increasing the concentration of silver nitrate added to the EPS
solution resulted in a substantial increase in the SPR bands
and reached its maximum when 10 mol/L silver ions were
used.

Morphological and structural characterization
of EPS-stabilized SNPs

The morphological properties of EPS-stabilized SNPs, i.e.,
the size and shape, were analyzed with help of TEM. The
TEM images of SNPs are presented in Fig. 2. As TEM
observations revealed, the SNPs varied in size and shape,
despite constant reaction conditions and initial concentra-
tions of the substrates (both LMW and HMW EPS). As in
Fig. 2, the SNPs are rod- and oval-shaped structures, with
an average diameter of 5–50 nm. This may be explained
by the collision between small nanoparticles, which leads
to particle growth (Dang et al. 2011). In both cases, the
LMW and HMW EPS matrixes synthesized absolutely
identical SNPs in shape and size. This evidence may be
explained with a number of repeating monomers in LMW
and HMW EPS of B. japonicum species. Here we con-
cluded that not the overall chemical structure of bacterial
EPS takes part in reducing the silver ions and stabilizing
them, but certain monomers of hydrocarbon nature play a
crucial role in the formation of nanoparticles.

The higher concentration of initial compounds’ molecules
also resulted into potential agglomeration ofmany small nano-
particles. The obtained results are in agreement with those by
other researchers.

Analysis of the XRD and FTIR spectra

XRD analysis provided significant information on the struc-
ture of SNPs, obtained on the matrixes of LMW and HMW
EPS. In both cases, XRD spectra of the SNPs exhibited four
peaks (Fig. 3a, b), which confirmed the presence of elemental
silver in nanoscale. Out of the four peaks, three at 47.5, 55.5,
and 64.5 were intensive in the 2 theta region. As it was doc-
umented by Pandey et al. (2012), these typical peaks occur
due to the presence of a face-centered cubic (FCC) structure of
SNPs.

FTIR estimation was carried out to investigate the possible
functional groups and chemical bonds of EPS-reduced and
EPS-stabilized SNPs. The FTIR spectra of SNPs, obtained
by reducing and stabilization on the EPS of B. japonicum
36, exhibited various characteristic peaks with ranges from
3420 to 800/cm (Fig. 4). The broadest and strongest peak
was observed at 3420/cm due to a stretching vibration of hy-
droxyl groups (O–H). The broad peaks at 1236–1063/cm cor-
respond to C–O–C and C–O stretching, whereas the intense
peak at 995/cm confirms the presence of carbohydrates.
Furthermore, the weak absorption peaks at 820–972/cm were
observed, which confirmed the linkages that had occurred
between monosaccharides. The small peak at 1387/cm might
be due to the influence of SNPs.

Antimicrobial activity

The agar well diffusion method

The antibacterial and antifungal activities of SNPs, synthe-
sized by reducing Ag+ ions with bacterial EPS, were investi-
gated against the pathogen bacterial strains E. coli
ATCC11229, S. aureus ATCC6538, and pathogenic fungi
C. albicansATCC10231 using the agar well diffusion method
and via measuring the radial diameter of inhibition zones. The
results revealed that all pathogens were inhibited after treat-
ment with SNPs and the inhibition rate was proportionally
depended on concentration (dilution) of SNPs. The radial di-
ameters of inhibition zones are shown in Fig. 5. In high doses
of SNPs, there were observed high inhibition zones, which
could be due to the amount of silver ions, released from the
SNPs–the reservoirs for silver ions (Feng et al. 2000).

Some researchers have documented antifungal activities of
SNPs. Panacek et al. (2009) and Kanmani and Lim (2013a)
reported growth inhibition of fungi Candida, Aspergillus, and
Penicillium genera. A similar result was obtained by Panacek
et al. (2009), who studied the antifungal activity of SDS-
stabilized SNPs against various pathogenic strains of
Candida. All strains were inhibited after treatment with
SNPs. In our researches, the pathogenic strain C. albicans
ATCC10231 inhibited by SNPs applied and formed 8-mm
clear zone.
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Kill-curve experiments (I)

The antibacterial activity of SNPs was studied also in liquid
medium; low (0.25–2.5 μg/mL) and high (up to 50 μg/mL)
concentrations of SNPs, synthesized on the matrixes of LMW
and HMW EPS, were evaluated against E. coli and S. aureus
(Fig. 6). The pathogens were incubated in liquid medium, and
their relative cell viabilities were estimated in different time

intervals, i.e., for low concentrations of SNPs–up to third day
incubation, whereas for high concentrations–within 12 h. In
all the experiments, SNPs synthesized on the matrix of LMW
EPS was far more active than that of HMWEPS. Treated with
SNPs synthesized on the matrix of LMW EPS, it was ob-
served that the relative cell viabilities were sharply reducing
in early hours, and the remaining live cells after 12 h were at
about 1.2×104–1.5×105 CFU/mL (Figs. 7 and 8). S. aureus

Fig. 1 a UV-vis spectra of SNPs,
synthesized with EPS of
Bradyrhizobium japonicum 36
(curves 1, 2–SNPs, synthesized
on the matrix of LMW EPS;
curves 3, 4–SNPs, synthesized on
the matrix of HMW EPS; curves
1, 3–EPS and AgNO3 in 1:1 ratio;
curves 2, 4–EPS and AgNO3 in
1:2 ratio). b UV-vis spectra of
peaks produced by silver
nanoparticles at different
concentrations of EPS and silver
nitrate at room temperature
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ATCC 6538 was considerably sensitive than E. coli
ATCC11229, and the pathogens failed to support normal
growth in all tested concentrations. In 2.0 and 2.5 μg/mL
concentrations of SNPs, 70–75 % of the cells of S. aureus
ATCC 6538 were dead after 12 h incubation (Fig. 8). After

the second and third days of incubation, all cell biomass were
dead and precipitated into the bottom of the test tubes.

To obtain high efficiency of SNPs against the tested path-
ogens within a short period of time (from 0 to 12 h), high
concentrations of SNPs (>2.5 μg/mL) were evaluated in the

Fig. 2 TEM micrographs of
EPS-reduced SNPs at different
magnifications

Fig. 3 a X-ray diffraction pattern
the SNPs, synthesized on the
matrix of HMW EPS. b X-ray
diffraction pattern the SNPs,
synthesized on the matrix of
LMW EPS
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other set of experiments. Awide range of SNPs concentrations
were estimated, from 5 to 50 μg/mL; and in hourly basis, the
relative cell viability was calculated. Increasing the SNPs’
concentration resulted in shortening the time of SNPs’ effi-
ciency against the pathogens. After treatment with high con-
centrations of SNPs, the relative cell viability began to drop
after 2 h of incubation.

Discussion

Since UV-visible absorption is a proven technique to analyze
SNPs (Sastry et al. 1997), their formation can be confirmed by
visual observation and measuring the surface plasmon reso-
nance (SPR) band using UV-visible spectroscopy. The collec-
tive oscillations of conduction electrons at the surface of

Fig. 4 FTIR spectrum of SNPs

Fig. 5 Dose-dependent
inhibition of the strains’ growth
by SNPs
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nanosized metal particles absorb visible electromagnetic
waves; the phenomenon is known as SPR (Dang et al.
2011). The SNPs usually reveal unique and tunable optical
properties due to their strong SPR transition (Hebeish et al.
2013). Moreover, it is important to note that the synthesis and
stability of SNPs in various methods depend on the concen-
tration of the reducers (in our case, the EPS), Ag+ ions in
solution, and incubation period of the reaction mixture
(Hamedi et al. 2012; Kanmani and Lim 2013a). It is worth
mentioning that the SPR of metal nanoparticles is greatly a
size-dependent phenomenon. The electron-scattering en-
hancement at the surfaces of nanoparticles increases band-
width and decreases the particle size. Hence, variations in
bandwidth and shifts in resonance are very important param-
eters in characterizing the nanosized regime metal particles
(Dang et al. 2011).

Colloidal SNPs are known to exhibit UV-visible absorption
maximum in the range of 390–420 nm (Vigneshwaran et al.
2006). But EPS-stabilized SNPs showed strong SPR peak at
400–550 nm with a broad band due to the shape and size of
colloidal SNPs (Kanmani and Lim 2013a, b). These two cases
(absorption maximums) were observed in our experiments,

when SNPs was synthesized on the matrixes of LMW and
HMW EPS (Fig. 1a; curves 1, 2, 3, and 4). It helped to con-
clude that overall EPS (both LMW and HMW) of
B. japonicum 36 can form two types of SNPs with absorption
maximum at 420 nm (Fig. 1; curves 1 and 2) and absorption
maximum at 450 nm (Fig. 1a; curves 3 and 4). Obtained data
helped to make conclusion that LMW and HMW EPS of
B. japonicum 36 and AgNO3 form SNPs, which at the same
time differ due to morphology, size, and stability. An analog-
ical data was documented in the literature (Kanmani and Lim
2013a). This evidence might be due to the chemical structures
of EPS of B. japonicum. As it was documented by Louch and
Miller (2001) that B. japonicum also synthesizes a low molar
mass-form extracellular EPS, along with high molar mass-
form EPS (Quelas et al. 2006), which are different according
to the physical and chemical properties.

Besides, it is clear that the EPS concentration is playing an
important role in the reduction and stabilization of SNPs. The
similar results were reported by Bankura et al. (2012) and
Kanmani and Lim (2013b), who researched dose-dependent
synthesis and stabilization of SNPs. Kanmani and Lim

Fig. 6 Average diameter of
inhibition zones of bacterial
strains

Fig. 7 Growth of E. coli ATCC11229 in low concentrations of SNPs Fig. 8 Growth of S. aureus ATCC6538 in low concentrations of SNPs
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(2013b) reported that increasing initial concentrations of
pullulan and silver nitrate resulted in a substantial increase in
the SPR bands, and maximum absorption peak was observed
by adding 12 mol/L of silver nitrate. Similar results were ob-
tained in our research, when 10 mol/L AgNO3 was applied. In
this concentration, synthesized SNPs gave a broad band at
420 nm (Fig. 1b).

In our experiments, nanoparticles size varied from 5 to
50 nm, when TEMmicrographs were taken from overall sam-
ples of SNPs. But SNPs, synthesized with HMW EPS (ab-
sorption maximum at 450 nm), formed a big size particles
(20–50 nm), whereas on the matrix of LMW, EPS formed
relatively small (about 5–20 nm) SNPs with absorption max-
imum at 420 nm. Dang et al. (2011) explained the formation
of different size nanoparticles with a collision between them,
which leads to nanoparticles’ growth. We think that it might
be also due to chemical structures of polysaccharide chain and
physical properties of SNPs containing solutions. As conclud-
ed by Hamedi et al. (2012), utilization of starch and β-D-
glucose in the synthesis of SNPs resulted in the formation of
smaller particles to those obtained with help of extracts of
microbial cultures. Average size of particles, synthesized with
polysaccharides, varied between 20 and 30 nm, whereas in
other studies, the size and shape differed. Kanmani and Lim
(2013b) report pullulan-mediated SNPs with sizes of 2–
40 nm, Bankura et al. (2012) with 5–10-nm-sized particles,
after stabilization the silver ions with dextran. Furthermore,
Yen et al. (2009) investigated SNPswith 3–25 nm size, where-
as Abdel-Mohsen et al. (2014)–6 nm and Haiza et al. (2013)–
15.63 to 26.05-nm-sized SNPs.

XRD analysis confirmed the presence of atomic Ag at 47.5,
55.5, and 64.5 in the 2 theta region. Comparison of the XRD
spectra of both types of SNPs, synthesized with the help of
LMWand HMW EPS, showed that peaks’ position was sim-
ilar in all samples. It can be explained, as documented above,
by the presence of the same monomeric units in both LMW
and HMW EPS of B. japonicum. Besides, FTIR also gave
substantial evidence that silver nanoparticle influenced the
stretching in the IR spectra. An analogical data was
documented by Kanmani and Lim (2013a) at 1384/cm with
pullulan-stabilized SNPs (Kanmani and Lim 2013a). The
presence of peak at 1236/cm discriminates the bacterial poly-
saccharides from other polysaccharides (Kanmani and Lim
2013a, b). These observations suggest a strong interaction of
Ag with the EPS (Fig. 4).

We investigated dose-dependent inhibition of the tested
strains, E. coli ATCC11229 and S. aureus ATCC6538, in both
agar media and broth. Dose-dependent antimicrobial effects of
SNPs are reported for pathogens such as E. coli, Bacillus cereus,
Streptococcus pyogenes (Yoksan and Chirachanchai 2010;
Priyadarshini et al. 2013), Pseudomonas aeruginosa (Hebeish
et al. 2013; Kora and Arunachalam 2011), Bacillus subtilis
(Wei et al. 2012), Salmonella typhus (Morones et al. 2005),

S. aureus, Mycobacterium tuberculosis (Hebeish et al. 2013;
Song et al. 2006), Klebsiella pneumoniae, Listeria
monocytogenes (Kanmani and Lim 2013a, b). The Gram-
negative bacterial pathogens were highly suppressed by the
SNPs compared to Gram-positive bacterial pathogens
(Kanmani and Lim 2013a). This explains that the Gram-
positive bacteria are composed of a three-dimensional thick pep-
tidoglycan (∼20–80 nm) layer compared to that of Gram-
negative bacteria (∼7–8 nm). The peptidoglycan layer possessing
linear polysaccharide chains is cross-linked by more short pep-
tides and thus forms complex structure leading to difficult pene-
tration of SNPs into the Gram-positive bacteria compared to that
of Gram-negative bacteria (Priyadarshini et al. 2013).

Some authors reported treatment with low concentrations
of SNPs. Kora and Arunachalam (2011) report 4 μg/mL SNPs
against P. aeruginosa and Wei et al. (2012) 9 μg/mL SNPs
against B. subtilis and E. coli. Increasing the SNPs’ concen-
tration resulted in high inhibition zones. For instance, Bankura
et al. (2012) reported that in 200 μg/mL concentration of
SNPs, the inhibi t ion zone diameters of E. col i ,
P. aeruginosa, B. cereus, and B. subtilis were 21, 24, 28, and
32 mm, respectively. Analogical results were obtained in our
researches, when the SNP concentrations ranged from 0.25 to
2.5 μg/mL. Depending on the SNP (synthesized on the LMW
EPS) concentrations, the inhibition zones of the pathogens
differed from 16 to 32 mm, and maximal activity was ob-
served with 2.5 μg/mL SNP (Figs. 5 and 6). When HMW
EPS-stabilized SNPs were applied, the inhibition zones varied
between 6 and 22 mm, respectively. We explain the difference
in antibacterial activity with solubility of SNPs applied. The
higher the solubility of the SNPs, the higher activity was ob-
served in our experiments.

In all treated with SNP cases, a substantial decrease in
relative cell viability was observed. But it is necessary to point
out that SNPs’ antibacterial activity depended on chemical
structure and physical properties of matrix used for silver re-
duction and stabilization. SNPs, synthesized on the matrix of
LMW EPS, highly suppressed cell -population than that of

Fig. 9 Influence of SNPs on the cell viability of E. coli ATCC11229 in
high concentrations of SNPs
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synthesized on the matrix of HMW EPS. The results of kill-
curve experiments showed that the pathogens were sensitive
even to relatively low concentrations of SNPs, synthesized via
reducing with LMW EPS; but in low concentrations, the effi-
ciency of SNPs was noticeable within 3 days of incubation. In
some concentrations, after the second and third days of incu-
bation, a substantial part of bacterial cells formed dead bio-
mass in the bottom of the test tubes, turning the thick liquid
into transparent liquid. The most effective concentration of
SNPs was 30 μg/mL. In higher concentrations of SNPs
(>30 μg/mL), the results were the same as in the case of
30 μg/mL (Figs. 9 and 10). After 6 h of incubation with 30,
40, and 50 μg/mL SNPs, more than 95 % of the bacterial cell
population was killed.

When SNPs were applied, synthesized on the matrix of
HMW EPS, the antibacterial activity was lower than that of
synthesized on the matrix of LMW EPS.

Similar results were reported by many authors with differ-
ent concentrations of SNPs. Kanmani and Lim (2013b) report-
ed that more than 50 and 70 % of cells of P. aeruginosa were
dead after 2 h long incubation with 70 and 100 μg/mL SNPs,
respectively. After 6 h no cell viability was observed.
According to Mohanty et al. (2012), 98 % of the cell popula-
tion of S. aureus, P. aeruginosa, Shigella flexneri, and
Salmonella typhiwas killed at 2 μMof SNPs after 4 h, where-
as Shukla et al. (2012) documented a significant reduction in
the cell viability of Bacillus pumilus in the presence of
500 μM SNPs (Shukla et al. 2012).

In conclusion, LMW and HMW EPS of the diazotrophic
strain B. japonicum 36 can reduce Ag+ from AgNO3 and syn-
thesize SNPs with separate absorption maximums at 420 and
450 nm. Interesting to note that the nanoparticles’ size and
shape differed in these samples, ranged between 5 and 50 nm.
Besides, SNPs, synthesized on the matrix of LMW EPS, suc-
cessfully demonstrated itself as an antimicrobial agent against
some pathogens, compared with HMW EPS, such as E. coli,
S. aureus, and C. albicans. LMW EPS of B. japonicum 36 was
recommended for synthesis and application of SNPs with high
antimicrobial activity. After treatment with high concentrations

of SNPs (LMW EPS), the relative cell viability began to drop
after 2 h of incubation. The most effective concentration of
SNPs was 30 μg/mL. The above-discussed kill-curve experi-
ments confirmed the strong antibacterial properties of SNPs,
synthesized on the matrix of LMW EPS, both in a powder
and colloidal forms.
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