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Abstract
The main objective of the AtmoFlow experiment is the investigation of convective flows in the spherical gap geometry.
Gaining fundamental knowledge on the origin and behavior of flow phenomena such as global cells and planetary waves
is interesting not only from a meteorological perspective. Understanding the interaction between atmospheric circulation
and a planet’s climate, be it Earth, Mars, Jupiter, or a distant exoplanet, contributes to various fields of research such as
astrophysics, geophysics, fluid physics, and climatology. AtmoFlow aims to observe flows in a thin spherical gap that are
subjected to a central force-field. The Earth’s own gravitational field interferes with a simulated central force-field with the
given parameters of the model which makes microgravity conditions of g < 10−3 g0 (e.g. on the ISS) necessary. Without
losing its overall view on the complex physics, circulation in planetary atmospheres can be reduced to a simple model of a
central gravitational field, the incoming and outgoing energy (e.g. radiation) and rotational effects. This strongly simplified
assumption makes it possible to break some generic cases down to test models which can be investigated by laboratory
experiments and numerical simulations. Varying rotational rates and temperature boundary conditions represent different types
of planets. This is a very basic approach, but various open questions regarding local pattern formation or global planetary
cells can be investigated with that setup. A concept has been defined for developing a payload that could be installed and
utilized on-board the International Space Station (ISS). This concept is based on the microgravity experiment GeoFlow,
which has been conducted successfully between 2008 and 2016 on the ISS. This paper addresses the scientific goals, the
experimental setup, the concept for implementation of the AtmoFlow experiment on the ISS and first numerical results.
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Introduction

In a first approximation planetary atmospheres are confined
fluid layers between two spherical shells. Hence, the fluid
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flow is determined by the boundaries of the system, which
are the inner and outer shell. The inner shell represents
the planetary surface or deep, blocking atmospheric layers
of e.g. gas giants. The outer shell represents the upper
boundary of the climate-relevant atmosphere or, in case
of the gas giant, a region, where the gas concentration
decreases significantly. This simplified setup makes it
possible to break some generic cases to test models, which
can be investigated in laboratory experiments and numerical
simulations. The main advantage of such an experiment is
the reproducibility and the ability to resolve scales, which
are parameterized by semi-empirical closure models, see
e.g. Scolan and Read (2017).

However, such laboratory experiments are difficult to
establish. Earth’s gravity field would dominate or at
least significantly contribute to any radial force field of
a spherical experiment, which makes it very difficult
to deduce meaningful results because of the relative
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magnitude. The centrifugal force can be used as radial force
field to mimic buoyancy. However, this works only for the
fast rotating case, see e.g. Busse and Carrigan (1976), and
needs an inverted thermal gradient (outer shell heated, inner
shell cooled) to establish a convectively unstable system.
This setup cannot be used to investigate non-rotating cases
and fluid flows with complex boundary conditions. The
projection of a hemisphere onto a cylinder is one way to
overcome some of the the problems e.g. to make use of a
baroclinic wave tank (Borcia and Harlander 2013; Vincze
et al. 2015), though various phenomena such as equatorial
waves cannot be investigated with this setup. The most
promising solution is to set up a spherical gap experiment
with a radial force field in a microgravity environment. By
applying laterally varying temperature boundary conditions
and differential rotation it is possible to simulate a deep
planetary atmosphere, where features like planetary waves
and complex pattern formation can be studied. Indeed, the
main advantage of the experiment proposed in this paper is
the full sphere setup, which allows investigating equatorial
zonal flows and also allows to distinguish equatorially
symmetric and antisymmetric contributions.

Various experiments under microgravity conditions have
been performed in the scope of fluid dynamics and
convection. The half-dome experiment by Hart et al.
(1986) on SpaceLab mission in 1986 was the first
microgravity experiment utilizing the dielectrophoretic
effect (DEP). Hart’s experiment used lateral heating
sources, corresponding to planetary atmosphere boundary
conditions. Additionally, the experiment was mounted on
a rotating table. They investigated columnar cells and their
interaction with mid-latitude waves. Even spiral waves and
non-axisymmetric convection zones were observed.

Channel flow experiment were conducted by Smirnov
et al. (2004), where a Hele-Shaw cell was exposed to micro-
gravity conditions on parabolic flight campaigns. They
investigated the displacement of viscous fluid and showed
that the increase of the viscosity ratio between two miscible
fluids increases the fingering instability. Flow rate limita-
tions in single phase and two phase open capillary channel
flows were examined in an experiment setup on the ISS
in addition to examining the effect of the geometry of the
channel on the stability of the free surface (Canfield et al.
2013; Conrath et al. 2013). The investigators also focused
on bubble formation (Canfield 2018), surface-tension driven
bubble migration, and passive phase separation (Jenson
et al. 2014). The mission lasted multiple months and yielded
video material for thousands of data points within a wide
range of parameters (Bronowicki et al. 2015).

The first german experiment investigating convective
flows in microgravity conditions was conducted on a
parabolic flight campaign in 1991, Liu et al. (1992). In the
following, similar experiments had been performed on the

TCM Volna ballistic rocket, see e.g. Egbers et al. (1999),
Kuhl et al. (2005). During the flight of this rocket the
experiment was able to be conducted for about 20 min under
microgravity conditions. Based on this first experiment the
spherical gap experiment GeoFlow (geophysical flow) was
developed in the early 2000s and successfully run on the ISS
between 2008 and 2016, (Egbers et al. 2003; Beltrame et al.
2003; Travnikov et al. 2003; Ezquerro Navarro et al. 2015).
The GeoFlow experiment was designed to study convective
flows whilst applying a radial temperature gradient. Two
missions were successfully completed in the scope of this
experiment, GeoFlow I (GFI) and GeoFlow II (GFII).

Both experiments have been conducted on the ISS
within the Fluid Science Laboratory (FSL) of the Columbus
module, but, with differing working fluids. The main
advantage of GeoFlow is its full sphere geometry, where
basic features of iso-viscous convection (GFI: Futterer et al.
(2008); Jehring et al. (2009)) and flows with temperature-
dependent viscosity (GFII: Futterer et al. (2013); Zaussinger
et al. (2017, 2018b); Travnikov et al. (2017)) have been
studied.

Besides the GeoFlow experiments, an experimental setup
dedicated to parabolic flight campaigns (PFC) has been
developed, too, see Futterer et al. (2016) and Meier et al.
(2018). Based on the same physical mechanism, thermo-
electric convection is studied inside a cylindrical annulus
(Meyer et al. 2017, 2018). Between 2016 and 2018,
four campaigns successfully displayed the occurrence of
convective instability caused by DEP-force during low
gravity phases (22 sec of 10−2 g0) with different fluids,
aspect ratios and control parameters.

While thermo-electric convection in a cylindrical gap is a
simplified model for the GeoFlow and AtmoFlow spherical
geometries, it has also direct applications such as cylindrical
heat exchangers for electronic devices, see e.g. Evgenidis
et al. (2011), Lotto et al. (2017).

The proposed experiment AtmoFlow differs much from
the previous GeoFlow-setups. First, the inner and the outer
boundaries will both be heated/cooled locally. Additionally,
a differential rotating unit is foreseen, to simulate deep
shells, as they occur in giant planets. Figure 1 depicts
such a simplified atmosphere, where incoming radiation
and rotation lead to global cell formation. These cells
(Hadley cell, Ferrel cell or mid-latitude cell, polar cell) are
well known from the Earth and co-responsible for global
atmospheric dynamics. In contrast to Hart’s experiment,
AtmoFlow is designed as a (nearly) full sphere. The
advantage of this design is apparent, when equatorial flows
and global patterns are investigated. AtmoFlow will be the
first experiment under microgravity conditions, which will
be able to study simplified global fluid flows, planetary
waves and complex patterns in the full spherical shell
geometry under atmospheric-like boundary conditions.
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Fig. 1 Simplified planetary atmosphere as found on the Earth. Not to
scale.

The empirical study of planetary waves, global cell
formation and fluid dynamical instabilities are in the focus
of the experiment. The experiment results will provide
benchmark data for a rich variety of numerical problems,
which are still a challenge for scientific research in various
fields.

This paper is structured as follows. Section “Objectives
and Scientific Program” gives an overview of the objectives
and the scientific program of the AtmoFlow experiment. A
brief description of the experiment is presented in Section
“Brief Description of the Experiment”. The experimen-
tal methods and diagnostics are presented in Section
“Experimental Methods and Diagnostics”. This includes a
g0 testing facility on ground, where g0 = 9.81 m/s2. The
physics of thermo-electro hydrodynamics and the dielec-
trophoretic effect are described in Section “Thermo-Electro
Hydrodynamics”. Results from accompanying numerical
simulations are presented in Section “Numerical Simu-
lations”. We summarize the content of our findings in
Section “Conclusions and Outlook”.

Objectives and Scientific Program

The AtmoFlow experiment makes it possible to investi-
gate flows, which are driven by internal heating, boundary
temperature difference, rotation or complex boundary con-
ditions. It will enable deep insights into EHD driven fluid
flows, which can be used for validating simple convection

models of planetary atmospheres. The extension of semi-
empirical parameterizations of unresolved atmospheric pro-
cesses, e.g. large-scale / small-scale coupling will be inves-
tigated, too. Furthermore, precise parametrization of cell
formation will be tested with respect of e.g. Rhines scal-
ing, Read et al. (2004); Heimpel et al. (2005). This includes
the investigation of the heat transfer from the tropics to
the stably stratified mid-latitudes, Scolan and Read (2017).
In addition, the findings of AtmoFlow are expected to be
of benefit for validation and development of models that
deal with climate change. Various initial temperature dis-
tributions will be tested to investigate connections between
external forcing and climate variability.

The main goal is the elucidation of basic aspects of
convection in the rotating spherical shell. This allows the
testing of linear stability analysis regarding base flows,
convective onsets and bifurcation scenarios in rotating and
non-rotating scenarios. Planned applications are presented
subsequently:

Non-Rotating Case

The non-rotating case is mainly used to test physical
models of electro-hydrodynamics. Especially, the role of
mixed heating (internal heating and temperature difference
across the gap) is not well understood in the spherical
gap geometry, see .e.g. Vilella and Deschamps (2018).
Even though the non-rotating case has no direct geo- or
astrophysical counterpart, it is of importance for planned
technical applications. The construction of optimized heat
exchangers, EHD-based pumps and nozzles will profit from
this research. Furthermore, the enhancement of convective
heat transfer in absence of gravity (e.g. on space stations or
spacecrafts) will benefit from from a deeper understanding
of EHD driven fluid flows.

Rotating Case

AtmoFlow captures only a small range of realistic geo-
and astrophysical parameters. Here, we refer to Section
“Thermo-Electro Hydrodynamics” where all dimension-
less numbers are defined. The size and weight of the
payload limits the Rayleigh number to Ra < 106, the Taylor
number to Ta < 107, the Ekman number to 10−2 < Ek <

10−3, the Prandtl number to Pr = 8 and the Rossby number
to |Ro| < 4. However, many rotating flows can be studied
with this setup. In the following, typical applications,
limitations and the parameter regimes for proposed research
scenarios of rotating AtmoFlow experiments are presented:

– Convection, more precisely the convective onset,
transitions to the turbulent regime and symmetry-
breaking bifurcations (Mamun and Tuckerman 1995;
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Feudel et al. 2015) are compared with linear stability
analysis and numerical simulations in the super-critical
range of Ra/Racrit < 20 and the entire given Taylor
number regime. These experiments will be conducted
either with internal heating and/or a temperature
difference across the gap.

– Torsional oscillations and resulting radial equatorial
jets (Vorontsov et al. 2002; Hollerbach et al. 2002)
can be investigated in the entire parameter range for
Re > 100. Such experiments depend only on inner
sphere dynamics and not on the thermal distribution.

– Several questions arise in the scope of zonal wind sys-
tems like those found on Jupiter or Saturn. AtmoFlow
represents a deep-seated experiment with geometric
properties and Ekman numbers comparable to early 3d-
simulations by e.g. Christensen (2001) and laboratory
experiments e.g. Manneville and Olson (1996). The
direction of the jets (super-rotation and retrograde equa-
torial flows) are found to correlate with the convective
Rossby number RoT = √

Ra/Pr Ek. According to defi-
nitions by Julien et al. (2012) and Gastine et al. (2013a),
the AtmoFlow experiment ranges between 10−1 <

RoT < 10. The lower limits of RoT cover roughly
flow regimes as found on planets of our solar system
(Wang and Read 2012) e.g. RoT = 0.5 on Jupiter’s
surface, (Gastine et al. 2013a). Hence, the basic inves-
tigation of zonal winds and the role of RoT regarding
super-rotation as found on Jupiter or Saturn (Gastine
et al. 2013b) as well as retrograde equatorial jets known
from Uranus and Neptune (Dietrich et al. 2017) can be
conducted by AtmoFlow.

Differential Rotating Case

The basic spherical Couette flow consists of a rotating
inner shell and a fixed outer shell. In the context of this
setup the excitation of inertial modes (Kelley et al. 2010;
Rieutord et al. 2012) will be studied for the Rossby number
range of −4 < Ro < 4. Limitations are only given
by high Ekman numbers, which are caused by the small
outer radius. In geophysics, differential rotation plays an
important role, when a solid planetary core rotates with a
different rate than the surrounding atmosphere or mantle.
It produces internal mixing, which proceeds on dynamical
time-scales, Maeder (1995). For instance, the inner core
of the Earth is assumed to super-rotate with 1◦ per year,
Waszek et al. (2011). Comparable situations are found
in Mercury, Jupiter, Earth’s moon and Galilean moons.
Hereby, the Richardson criterion (Ri > 0.25) parameterizes
the condition whether the shear instability is dominant over
e.g. buoyancy driven instabilities, or not. For the case of

thermo-EHD this criterion is not tested and still an unsolved
problem.

Brief Description of the Experiment

The development of the AtmoFlow experiment benefits
from the heritage of the GeoFlow experiments that were
performed between 2008 and 2016 in the Fluid Science
Laboratory on the ISS. Similarities in the setup are apparent,
such as the rotating spherical gap geometry, the central
dielectrophoretic force field, and various diagnostic and
analytical methods. In particular, AtmoFlow will utilize
the same visualization techniques as GeoFlow albeit with
some additional and/or modified functionalities. Currently,
as of 2018, the AtmoFlow experiment payload is in Phase
A/B and the focus of the development work is on the
systematic identification and assessment of requirements
and consolidation of the concept. The current development
baseline assumes accommodation of the payload within the
European Drawer Rack Mk II (EDR2, see Fig. 2 and www.
esa.int), which should be launched to the ISS and installed
in the European Columbus module in the near future.

The ISS provides a microgravity environment that
is adequate for the purpose of this experiment. Other
microgravity platforms (e.g. drop tower or sounding
rockets) are not considered as it is expected that the duration
of a single experiment point must last around an hour, which
corresponds to the double of a thermal time scale. EDR2
provides interfaces for payloads in terms of mechanical
accommodation, access to the stations water cooling loop,
various data communication methods, power supply, etc.
The concept for the AtmoFlow payload currently consists of
a hermetically sealed payload that contains the entire setup
including auxiliary systems that are required to perform the
experiment. The core of the payload is the fluid cell (see
Fig. 3), which is composed of an inner sphere (diameter
0.0378 m), an outer sphere (diameter 0.054 m) and a cooling
shell.

The gap between the inner sphere and the outer sphere
is filled with the test liquid 3MTMNovecTM 7200 and
represents the region of interest for the acquisition of
science data. Local temperature boundary conditions are
imposed on the poles by cooling plates in the outer shell
and at the equator of the inner shell. The mean temperature
in the intermediate regions is obtained by a thermalization
circuit. Figure 4 depicts the temperature distribution at both
shells. A detailed list of all geometrical aspects and the fluid
properties is presented in Table 1.

Sensors are located throughout the fluid cell to monitor
the temperatures of the thermalization zones and within
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Fig. 2 a accommodation of
AtmoFlow payload in EDR2, b
payload with rotating carousel
(red) and spherical gap unit
(purple). source: Airbus Defence
and Space

the gap between the cooling shell and the outer sphere.
The inner sphere and the outer sphere also function as
the electrodes for alternating high voltage electrical field,
which generates the dielectrophoretic force on the liquid in
the spherical gap to simulate a planet’s gravity. Here, we
refer to Section “Thermo-Electro Hydrodynamics” where
details about the radial force generation are presented.
The entire fluid cell is supported by a rotating carousel
that imposes the rotational velocity �2. In addition, the
inner sphere can be rotated by a separate drive unit
(�1) to impose a differential rotation boundary condition.
Visualization of the fluid phenomena is performed using
shearing interferometry, see e.g. Zaussinger et al. (2017).
The entire optical setup co-rotates with the outer sphere and
observes the test section in a circular region between the
polar region of the upper hemisphere and the equator of
the inner sphere. The field of view stretches across 80◦ of
the northern hemisphere. The metallic surface of the inner
sphere acts as a mirror in the optical path while the outer
sphere and the cooling shell are transparent in the field
of view. Local temperature gradients cause changes in the
refractive index of the liquid in the optical path which in turn
are visualized as fringes in the resulting interferograms. A
dual camera setup including a beam splitter and dedicated
Wollaston prisms allows for simultaneous interferometry
in perpendicular planes. In addition to the fluid cell,
the payload must accommodate all subsystems that are
required to perform the experiment such as avionics and
power distribution, cooling and thermalization, mechanical
structure and mechanisms, optical diagnostics, actuators and

drives, etc. A data downlink function ensures that the images
acquired by the interferometer cameras and data acquired
by the various sensors within the experiment setup are
transferred to ground for analysis.

Geometry and Thermal Boundary Conditions

The experimental cell, depicted in Fig. 3, will rotate as a
complete assembly and the inner sphere will be equipped
with an additional drive unit to rotate relative to the
experimental cell. The geometry and dimensions of the
experiment cell are defined to fulfill the objectives stated in
Section “Objectives and Scientific Program”. The radius of
the outer sphere R2 is determined by the size and weight
of the optical setup as well as the optical accessibility. This
trade-off leads to a radius of outer sphere at R2 = 0.027 m,
a radius of inner sphere at R1 = 0.0189 m, resulting in a
radius ratio of η = R1/R2 = 0.7. The radius of the inner
sphere is further chosen to reach a radius ratio in between
thin and thick atmospheres.

The key feature of AtmoFlow is the thermal boundary
condition. Realistic atmospheric boundary conditions are
very complex, however, it is possible to break them down to
follow three regions: a) a solar-heated equatorial region with
absorption of re-radiated infrared radiation; b) heat sinks
in the upper atmosphere of the poles and mid-latitudes, c.f.
Chan and Nigam (2009); c) moderate temperature regions
between the polar and the equatorial regions. Imposing these
idealized boundary conditions results in a global circulation,
which is convectively unstable in the tropics and stable in
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Fig. 3 Vertical cut through the AtmoFlow experiment. Blue lines
depict the cooling loop, red lines show the heating circuit. Inner and
outer rotation is labeled by �1 and �2, respectively. The maximum
temperature is found at the equator T1, the minimum temperature at
the poles T2.

the mid-latitudes. Hence, the heat transfer from the tropics
to the stably stratified mid-latitudes and sub-tropics can be
investigated with this setup. A baroclinic wave tank with
the same specifications has been investigated by Scolan and
Read (2017). They observed the interaction and coexistence

of convective and baroclinic zones. Hence, this experiment
can be used as validator to study equilibrium processes
as they occur in planetary atmospheres. For AtmoFlow
the thermal boundaries are imposed by heating plates and
cooling loops, which results in Dirichlet type boundary
conditions as depicted in Fig. 4. Convection is controlled
by varying the temperature at the outer shell. Dielectric
heating (see Section “Dielectric Heating”) does not change
the temperature at the boundaries as it acts only on the
fluid in the spherical gap and not in the cooling loops. The
temperatures at the boundaries are controlled by thermal
sensors. See Section “Temperature Measurement” for a
detailed description of the thermal measurements.

The idealized thermal boundary condition used for the
numerical simulations represents a conductive solution,
when the equator is heated, the upper polar region cooled
and the mid-latitudes are insulated. It’s the same approach
as found in Scolan and Read (2017). Figure 4 depicts these
regions in terms of the temperature as function of the lateral
angle θ for the maximum temperature difference between
the poles and the equator of 20 K, which are used for the
accompanying numerical simulations. The imposed thermal
distribution at the surface Tin and the upper shell Tout can
be approximated by,

Tout(θ) = Thot + Tcold

2
+ Thot − Tcold

2
sinn(θ) (1)

Tout(θ) = Tcold + Thot − Tcold

2

cosh(A cos(θ)) − cosh(A)

1 − cosh(A)
.

(2)

Here, θ = 0◦ is the north pole and θ = 180◦ is the south
pole. The constant factor A = 50 increases the tempera-
ture at the poles from Tcold to Thot−Tcold

2 within θ = 10◦, see
Fig. 4 regions 1a, 1b. In the following, the reference temper-
ature is defined at the equator, Tref = Thot = 313 K. All

Fig. 4 Imposed thermal
boundary conditions used for
the numerical simulations of the
AtmoFlow experiment for a
maximum temperature
difference of 20 K. Tin specifies
the temperature at the inner
shell, Tout at the outer shell

Microgravity Sci. Technol. (2019) 31:569–587574



Table 1 Geometrical
parameters and fluid properties
for 3MTMNovecTM 7200 (at
313 K , 105 Pa and 104 Hz
frequency

parameter symbol unit value

inner radius R1 m 1.89 × 10−2

outer radius R2 m 2.7 × 10−2

radius ratio η - 0.7

min. temperature Tmin K 293

max./ref. temperature Tmax, Tref K 313

temperature difference � T K (Tmax − Tmin)/2

rotation rate �1,2 Hz 0-2

max. voltage U V 104

high voltage frequency fHV Hz 104

kinematic viscosity ν m2/s 3.68 × 10−7

thermal conductivity k W/(mK) 6.61 × 10−2

spec. heat capacity c J/(kg K) 1.241 × 103

thermal diffusivity κT m2/s 3.83 × 10−8

thermal exp. coefficient αT 1/K 1.6 × 10−3

electric exp. coefficient@10.000Hz αE K−1 1.383 × 10−3

density ρ kg/m3 1.389 × 103

boiling point Tboil K 349

relative permittivity εr F/m 7.4

loss factor tan δ - 9.73 × 10−2

refractive index@293K n - 1.281

dimensionless numbers refer to this value. The reference
length scale is the gap width d = 0.0081 m, the reference
temperature difference �T = Tref −Tm, where the interme-
diate temperature is defined as Tm = Thot−Tcold

2 . The width
of the temperature peak at the equator Thot is controlled by
the factor n=100 and covers 20◦, see Fig. 4 region 3a, 3b.
Regions except the poles (outer shell regions 2a, 3a, 3b, 2b)
and except the equator (inner shell regions 1a, 2a, 2b, 1b) are
thermally insulated (dT/dr = 0), see Fig. 4. Due to the insu-
lating regions, the gradient of the permittivity has a non-zero
value, which enables the dielectrophoretic force field every-
where in the fluid cell. The specific thermalization of the
fluid is realized by two individual cooling/heating circuits,
which are integrated in the experimental container.

Working Fluid

The working fluid plays a crucial role and has to ful-
fill various functions. First, the electric permittivity needs
to be as high as possible. This benefits the acceleration
based on the dielectrophoretic effect as the voltage can
be lowered. Second, the viscosity needs to be low which
supports comparisons with realistic atmospheres and water
tank experiments. The test liquid requires specific properties
especially when used onboard of the ISS in a high voltage envi-
ronment. It has to be non-flammable, non-toxic, insulating
and thermally and chemically stable. Next to silicone oils,
per-fluorinated compounds are possible candidates satisfy-
ing these requirements. The primary candidate is 3MTM

NovecTM 7200 (ethoxy-nonafluorobutane) C4F9OC2H5. It
is a clear, colorless and low-odor fluid. Furthermore, the
viscosity is comparable to water Pr(40 ◦C) = 9.61. Water
would be also a candidate with its much larger permittiv-
ity as 3MTM NovecTM 7200. However, it is not suitable for
long-duration TEHD-experiments since even small amounts
of ions coming from e.g. the fluid loop materials dissolute in
the ultra-pure water and increase the electrical conductivity
drastically.

Experimental Methods and Diagnostics

Interferometry

The direct data analysis methods will be based on the
interferograms (Dubois et al. 1999; Egbers et al. 2003;
Zaussinger et al. 2017) and telemetry data (Jehring et al.
2009) and consist of the following aspects:

– Tracking and recognition of convective flow pattern
using image processing tools.

– Calculation of the mean temperature field using two
perpendicular orientated interferometric images.

The indirect analysis methods are based on a comparison
of the experimental results with numerical simulations.
Hereby, numerical simulations are performed with identical
conditions, whose results can be converted into artificial
interferograms. If the interferograms match qualitatively,
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the flow state can be analyzed in much more detail with
respect to the determination of the temperature field and the
three dimensional velocity field, including cell-formation,
turbulence, interaction of planetary waves, statistics and
extreme value analysis.

The methods described above have already been devel-
oped and applied to the GeoFlow experiment data with great
success (Egbers et al. 2003; Zaussinger et al. 2017) and
is being modified and applied to the AtmoFlow parame-
ters in a separate scientific program funded by DLR Space
Administration.

To investigate the flow in the gap between the inner
and outer sphere, a Wollaston Shearing Interferometer
(WSI) shall be used, which co-rotates with the outer
sphere. As minimum field of view, an angular region of
80◦ between the north pole and the equator is required.
To enable measurements of the density gradient in two
perpendicular directions simultaneously, the illuminated
flow shall be recorded with two cameras each outfitted
with a dedicated Wollaston prism. The cameras should
have a minimum image acquisition frequency of 1 fps
(exposure time 1/500 s), a minimum image dynamic range
of 8 Bit grayscale and a minimum optical resolution of
1024x1024 px, which leads to 10 px per fringe in the
interferograms.

The triggering of the cameras will be synchronized with
the inner sphere, which therefore would require an image
acquisition frequency higher than 1 fps. As the cameras
are co-rotating with the outer sphere, markers are required
on the inner sphere within the field of view, to determine
the relative position of the inner and outer sphere in
the recorded images. This allows to track and measure
convective structures in post processing tools.

The illumination of the flow shall be realized by a laser
light source, whose intensity will be variable by command
uplink and whose wavelength has to be optimized for use
with the materials in the optical path. A possible solution
is a wavelength of 532 nm. Further, the Wollaston prisms
will allow to record two interferograms simultaneously.
The sensitivity of the interferometer strongly depends on
the temperature gradient inside the field of view and
has to be determined within ground experiments, see
Section “Laboratory Experiments”.

Experimental Runs and Data Handling

To capture the whole parameter space, experimental points
are defined. They can be divided into one non-rotating
scenario, three rotation scenarios (15 values solid body
rotation, 10 values differential rotation at low rotation,
10 values differential rotation at high rotation) and by
20 different electric Rayleigh numbers RaE. In total, 12

experimental runs are defined which account for 720
experimental points. Each run has a duration of 60 min
which results in 10242 × 1byte × 1fps × 3600s × 720 EP =
2.7 TB of image data. The amount of telemetry data is low
compared to images and does not contribute much to the
total amount of data.

Temperature Measurement

In the AtmoFlow experiment, temperature measurements
are needed to monitor the thermal boundary conditions.
Therefore, the temperature has to be recorded near the poles
of the outer sphere, near the equator of the inner sphere and
in the southern or northern half sphere of the cooling liquid
volume outside the field of view of the optical diagnostics.
In the latter case, three sensors at θ = 22.5◦, θ = 45◦
and θ = 67.5◦ are sufficient. In addition, the temperature
is monitored in the outflow region of the cooling liquid
volume. The installed temperature sensors will have a
temperature range of 283 K − 353 K, an accuracy of 0.2 K
(poles and equator), 0.5 K (north or south hemisphere) and
a frequency of 1 Hz.

Velocity Measurement

Common techniques to measure fluid velocities are digital
holographic velocimeter (Prodi et al. 2006), Particle Image
Velocimetry (Meier et al. 2018) and Laser Doppler
Anemometry. However, particles for these methods need
special treatment or would require the involvement of
astronautical staff members. Furthermore, difficulties in
connection with tracer based diagnostics in a high voltage
environment are assumed. In summary, no direct velocity
measurements will be performed. The velocity field will be
reconstructed by comparing interferograms with numerical
simulations. This has been performed successfully for
GeoFlow II as demonstrated in Zaussinger et al. (2018b).

AccelerationMeasurement

Long time scale and diffusion driven experiments under
microgravity conditions depend on the g-jitter. Trajectories
show loops and can cause trembling, see e.g. Shevtsova
et al. (2004). To capture these uncertainties acceleration
measurements are required. The ISS provides two systems,
the Space Acceleration Measurement System II (SAMS-
II) and the Microgravity Acceleration Measurement System
(MAMS), see e.g. Jules et al. (2004) and Rice et al. (1999),
respectively. However, to capture acceleration events near
the payload these measurements will be done independently
from the mentioned accelerometers near by the experiment
in three directions with an accuracy of 10−5 g0 and an
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acquisition rate with at least doubled image acquisition
frame rate. Hereby, a frequency range of 5 to 100 Hz
is covered. The acceleration amplitude is averaged over a
duration of one second. The quality of microgravity shall be
better than 10−3 g0 during the collection of the science data
at all experimental data points.

Laboratory Experiments

Within the AtmoFlow project, a laboratory experiment is
planned in the so-called ‘baroclinic wave tank’ facility at
the BTU Cottbus-Senftenberg, which can give reasonable
results for the flow in the mid-latitudes of a spherical
shell (Vincze et al. 2015). Thereby, basic flow phenomena
like the baroclinic instability can be analyzed on Earth.
While the space experiments are restricted to the use of the
Wollaston Shearing Interferometry (WSI), in the wave tank
setup, we can combine the WSI technique together with
Infrared-thermography (IR). Accordingly, the aim of the
experiments in the baroclinic wave tank is to characterize
specific interference pattern in the parameter space of the
AtmoFlow project. Especially interferograms of waves are
in the focus of this experiment. So far, only convective
patterns like sheet-like upwellings or steep downdrafts
can be identified clearly in the with Wollaston shearing
interferometry, Zaussinger et al. (2017). The baroclinic
wave tank gives the possibility to develop post-processing
routines which can be used to identify waves and related
wave numbers. Furthermore, interferograms depicting the
interaction of convection and waves can be identified clearly
using further imaging methods. The tank will also be
used to calibrate the interferometry unit for AtmoFlow.
Interferograms of the GeoFlow experiment showed many
artifacts, which increased the post-processing. Testing the
interferometry unit on the baroclinic wave tank will reduce
the risk of interferograms with reduced quality.

Table 2 Geometrical and experimental parameters of the baroclinic
wave tank experiment

parameter symbol unit value

radius inner cylinder R1c m 0.45
radius outer cylinder R2c m 0.12
fluid height H m 0.135
angular velocity � rpm 0.1-30

A database of common flow patterns consisting of
IR images, interferograms and numerical simulations is
planned. This database will be the basis for the post-
processing phase of AtmoFlow, where machine learning
algorithms are trained on reference patterns. Furthermore,
an algorithm will be developed to reconstruct the average
temperature field from the interference images by use of
the additional IR data. The proposed ground experiment is
depicted in Fig. 5.

The baroclinic wave tank consists of two concentric
cylinders, which are mounted on a rotation table. The
measurement gap between the cylinders is filled with
distilled water, which has comparable Prandtl number of
the AtmoFlow working fluid 3MTM NovecTM 7200. The
inner cylinder is made of anodized aluminum and the outer
one of borosilicate glass. While the bottom end of the
experiment is enclosed by an opaque end plate, the top
side has a free surface. The outer cylinder is surrounded
by a second borosilicate glass cylinder, which is filled with
distilled water and equipped with heating coils. Thus, the
outer cylinder can be heated. Further, the inner cylinder
features cooling channels and is cooled via a thermostat.
Therefore, a radial temperature gradient adjusts with an
accuracy of ±0.1 K/m. The angular velocity of the rotation
table as well as the temperatures of the cylinders are
controlled by LabView©. The geometrical parameters of the
baroclinic wave tank are summarized in Table 2. To enable

Fig. 5 Sketch of the g0
experiment ‘baroclinic wave
tank’ and the planned set up of
the measurement technique,
which is considered in the
AtmoFlow experiment
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simultaneous measurements of WSI and IR thermography,
the experiment is revised. The upper end of the experimental
gap is enclosed by an IR transparent top plate, to prevent
possible surface waves, which would distort the interference
images. Furthermore, the IR camera as well as the WSI
components are mounted with a stiff connection to the turn
table of the experiment in order to measure in a co-rotating
frame. Data and power supply connections are realized by
means of a slip ring.

The WSI set up consists of a laser beam (λ = 532 nm),
which is expanded to cover a circular area of 80 mm2, and
enters into the measurement gap through the top plate. At
the bottom of the experiment the laser beam is reflected and
split into two beams. These two light beams are captured
by two cameras, each equipped with orthogonal oriented
Wollaston prisms and a polarizer. The Wollaston prisms
cause an interference of light rays, separated by the distance
e. The focal length f of the lens collimating the light beam
at the prism and the separation angle of the prism α define
the ray distance ftan α. The light intensity distribution I of
the interference images is a function of the local gradient of
refractive index n in the direction s of the Wollaston prism
orientation which is strongly temperature dependent. The
intensity variations in s-direction are obtained by

�I

I
= cos

(
2 π e

λ

∂n

∂s

)
. (3)

In the following, we demonstrate the reconstruction of the
temperature field by the usage of two perpendicular WSI

units. This example is based on a temperature measurement
of the baroclinic wave tank with a gap width of 0.1 m, at
214 rpm and a temperature difference of 9 K between the
inner and outer shell, see Fig. 6. Numerical interferograms
are calculated by Eq. 3 for the x-direction and the y-
direction, see Fig. 6a and b, respectively. Combining both
interferograms reveals the global structures as found in
the temperature field, see Fig. 6c, d. The same approach
is considered for the AtmoFlow experiment, where two
interferograms will be captured simultaneously.

Thermo-Electro Hydrodynamics

Dielectrophoretic Effect

The force F of the electric field exerting on the fluid is given
by the Coulomb force FC, the electro-strictive force FES and
the dielectrophoretic force FDEP,

F = ρVE︸︷︷︸
FC

+ ∇
[

1

2
ρ

(
∂ε

∂ρ

)
T
E2

]
︸ ︷︷ ︸

FES

− 1

2
E2∇ε︸ ︷︷ ︸
FDEP

. (4)

The working fluid 3MTM NovecTM 7200 does not carry
free charges, resulting in FC = 0. Furthermore, the electro-
strictive pressure force FES = ∇pES does not contribute
to the flow field in the incompressible formulation and is
combined with the pressure, Castellanos (1998), Mutabazi

Fig. 6 Numerical
interferograms calculated for the
temperature distribution in a
baroclinic wave tank in a the x-
direction and b the y-direction. c
combination of both
interferograms, d experimental
temperature distribution used for
the calculations. Data provided
by Früh (2018)
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et al. (2016). The dielectrophoretic force of a spherical
capacitor with hot inner shell and cold outer shell is mainly
radial directed r. Horizontal components are about five
magnitudes smaller than the radial component and are
neglected in the following. This enables a radial acceleration
field called electric gravity,

gE = αE

ρ0αT
∇

(
ε0εrE2

2

)
. (5)

For homogeneously thermalized boundaries (T1 inner shell,
T2 outer shell) it has (or assumes) its maximum |gE| = 3.82
m/s2 for Urms = 5 kV at the inner shell and its minimum
|gE| = 0.15 m/s2 for Urms = 1.0 kV at the outer shell,
respectively, see Fig. 7a. The magnitude of the acceleration
gE depends on the electric properties of the fluid and the
geometry. The direction of the electric gravity is mainly
determined by the gradient in the temperature dependent
electric permittivity ε = ε0εr , where ε0 is the vacuum
permittivity and εr is the relative permittivity εr(T) = A ·
T2 + B · T + C and A = 7.1429 × 10−4, B = −5.1103 ×
10−1 and C = 9.7467 × 102. This function is a second
order polynomial approximation to a measurement provided
by Airbus Defense and Space. The electric expansion
coefficient αE and the thermal expansion coefficient αT
are available by measurements, too. The direction of the
electric gravity coincides with the temperature gradient in
the defined temperature regime.

Microgravity conditions are required due to the low
acceleration at the outer shell, which is much lower than
the Earth’s gravity. The corresponding electric Rayleigh
number is obtained by,

RaE = αT gE �T d3

νκT

. (6)

where �T = (Tref − Tmin)/2 and d = R2 − R1.
This Rayleigh number is defined for R1 = 0.0189 m
at constant equatorial temperature of Tref = 313 K. It
covers about three magnitudes, 2.47 × 103 < RaE <

6.17 × 106, see Fig. 7b. All transitions between conductive,
laminar and turbulent flows are observed in this parameter
range. Additionally, the parameter range is accessible by
accompanying direct numerical simulations.

Furthermore, two dimensionless numbers corresponding
to rotation are introduced. The Taylor number,

Ta =
(

2�d2

ν

)2

(7)

ranges between 2 × 101 < Ta < 2 × 107, see Fig. 8a. The
Rossby number is a dimensionless number parameterizing
differential rotation,

Ro = �1 − �2

�2
(8)

and ranges between −3.59 < Ro < 3.59, see Fig. 8b.

Dielectric Heating

Dielectric heating plays a crucial role for the fluid flow
which is under the influence of an a.c. electric field.
The microwave stove is based on this physical process
causing water molecules to rotate and releasing heat at a
frequency of 2.45 GHz. The same situation occurs for the
polar working fluid 3MTM NovecTM 7200. The heating as
function of the electric field strength is higher at the inner
shell than at the outer shell. It scales with the square of the
electric field strength and linearly with the frequency of the
electric field, see e.g. Zaussinger et al. (2018b). The rate of
dielectric heating SDH [K/s] is obtained by,

SDH = 2π fHVε0ε
′ tan δ|E|2

ρCp
. (9)

where ε′ is the real part of the relative permittivity and
tan δ is the dielectric loss rate. Both values are obtained
by measurements. In the following, we show the impact of
dielectric heating on the temperature distribution in the case
where the boundaries are kept isothermally (Fig. 9a), for an

Fig. 7 a electric gravity gE as
function of high voltage at the
inner shell and out shell,
respectively. b electric Rayleigh
number RaE as function of
temperature difference
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Fig. 8 a Taylor number Ta as
function of inner shell rotation
rate �2. b Rossby number Ro as
function of the rotation rates �1
and �2

applied temperature contrast (Fig. 9b) of �T = 10 K and
various high voltages Urms. The temperature profile in the
stationary case can be described by a parabola shape, where
the peak value is in the bulk and not at the boundaries. The
parabola profile of the temperature distribution reaches its
final shape within one thermal time scale (τ = 1713 sec).
It is found that the peak value is stationary as depicted
in Fig. 10 for various voltages. The boiling point of the
working fluid is 349 K. This allows a maximum difference
between the reference temperature and the maximum of
the temperature due to dielectric heating of |?? − ??ref| =
|249 − 313| = 36 K . The highest temperature found with
dielectric heating is |T − Tref| = 29 K for Urms = 5.0 kV.
This is seven degrees lower than the boiling temperature.
In case of isothermally heated boundaries the maximum
temperature due to dielectric heating is about 20 degrees
below the boiling point. Based on these calculations it is

considered to limit the voltage to Urms = 5000 V and the
frequency to f≤ 104 Hz.

Numerical Simulations

Accompanying numerical simulations are performed for
the AtmoFlow experiment. They are used to reconstruct
the velocity field, which is not accessible by measurement
techniques used in AtmoFlow. The reconstruction is
based on a comparison of experimental and numerical
interferograms. Matching structures in both interferograms
correlate with similar temperature and velocity fields. Based
on this assumption, the three-dimensional fluid flow gets
accessible. However, drift velocities of convective structures
are used to support the comparison. Drift rates are calculated
directly from interferograms by identifying markers and

Fig. 9 Conductive thermal distribution in the spherical gap under the influence of dielectric heating for fHV = 10.000 Hz and Tref = 313 K for
the case of a an iso-thermal case and b a temperature contrast of 20K between the inner and the outer shell
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Fig. 10 Temporal evolution of
the thermal peak value Tmax
near the middle of the gap for
fHV = 10.000 Hz and
T0 = 313 K. (inlet) temperature
peak Tmax as function of voltage

slowly moving convection cells. They have to be identical
in the numerical simulations and in the experiment. In
principle, the parameter range of AtmoFlow can be captured
by direct numerical simulations. However, they cannot
replace the experiment. This is based on the thermo-EHD
model, which has still many open questions, Mutabazi et al.
(2016). It is e.g. unclear if the Boussinesq approximation
is valid for dielectrophoretic driven convection, when
temperature differences exceed 3 K. Additionally, dielectric
heating has been identified as important term in the model,
which is under active research. AtmoFlow shall be used as
validator for physical models of EHD regarding convection
and internal heating. The governing equations are based
on the EHD model presented in Section “Thermo-Electro
Hydrodynamics” and the conservation equations of fluid
mechanics (Platten and Legros 2012). A comprehensive

∇ · u = 0 (10)

ρ0
∂u
∂t

+ (u · ∇)u = −∇p + ∇ · ¯̄σ − 2ρ0� × u

−ρ(T)� × (� × r) + ρFDEP (11)
∂T

∂t
+ (u · ∇)T = κT∇2T + SDH (12)

∇ · (ε(T)∇φ) = 0 (13)

∇φ = E (14)

∇ × E = 0. (15)

Here, u is the velocity field, � is the angular velocity vector,
r is the position vector, p is the pressure, ¯̄σ is the viscous
stress tensor, ρ = ρ(T ), ρ0 is the reference density, FDEP

is the dielectrophoretic force, T is the temperature, κT is the
thermal diffusion coefficient, SDH is the dielectric heating
term and ε is the permittivity. Fluid properties are provided
in tabulated form. The electric field is expressed in terms of
the scalar potential φ,where φ(R1) = 0 and φ(R2) = Urms.
This relation results in a non-linear Helmholtz equation
which is solved iteratively in each numerical time step,

∇ · (ε(T)∇φ(T)) = 0 (16)

The governing equations are solved numerically with the
finite volume method (FVM) using the open source soft-
ware suite OpenFOAM, Weller et al. (1998). A cubed
spherical grid with 4 × 106 cells is used for all sim-
ulations, where the radial resolution is 60 cells. The
velocity boundary conditions are kept no-slip. The ther-
mal boundaries are of Dirichlet type, according Eq. 2.
The code solves the governing equations dimension-
ally in 3D with the PIMPLE algorithm. This algo-
rithm is based on the SIMPLE approach for the
solution of incompressible flows, but iterates the pressure
loop several times to increase the precision of the solution.
The time integration is performed with an implicit Crank-
Nicolson method, the space derivatives are approximated in
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second order. Turbulent cases in the high Rayleigh number
regime are modeled with the one-equation turbulence model
‘dynamic-k’. The accuracy of the results is guaranteed by
the velocity residual of < 10−6. We refer to Zaussinger
et al. (2018b) for a detailed description of the numerical
setup. The main numerical study consists of 72 numerical
simulations which are located in the RaE −Ta−Ro parame-
ter space. In the following, three representative simulations
with a temperature difference of 20 K between the equa-
tor and the poles are presented. The high voltage is set to
Urms = 2800 V in all cases. Additionally, all fluid properties
are interpolated from the fluid’s data sheet and tempera-
ture dependent. Here, the maximum electric gravity gE =
1.2 m/s2 is found at the inner sphere and the minimum gE =
0.2 m/s2 at the outer sphere. The corresponding Rayleigh
number is RaE = 1.9×106. Rotation is applied in the solid-
body rotation case with a rate of �1 = �2 = 0.8 Hz. In
case of differential rotation the inner shell rotates with �1 =
0.88 Hz and the outer shell with �2 = 0.8 Hz, respectively.
This results in Ta = 3.2×106 and Ro = 0.1. Hammer-Aitoff
projections are calculated using the interpolation program
TOMS661 (Renka 1988). Hereby, the Cartesian grid of
OpenFOAM is interpolated onto a grid in spherical coordi-
nates with the same amount of data points. For reasons of
visibility the temperature and radial velocity are averaged
along the radius. The artificial interferograms are calculated
by superimposing two orthogonal interferograms, one in

x-direction and one in the z-axis, respectively. The intensity
I of the interferograms is calculated according Eq. 3 with
fluid properties of the working fluid and specifications of
the optical path which have been used for GeoFlow.

Non-Rotating Case

The non-rotation case is depicted in Fig. 11. Besides the
equatorial up-welling region and the polar down-welling
plumes, the overall temperature field is dominated by small,
local plumes. These plumes are spread in a band-like
structure along the latitudes. The Hammer-Aitoff projection
Fig. 11a and especially the thermal contour lines of the
radially averaged temperature highlight this global cell
formation. Interestingly, the numerical interferogram in
Fig. 11b shows these plumes as alined ’string of pearls’
structure. A closer look on the velocity field (not depicted)
shows many small vortices spread irregularly over both
hemispheres. The only up-welling region is found around
the equator. This results in a well mixed temperature field
with low gradients.

Solid Body Rotation Case

Figure 12 depicts a representative solid body rotation case.
This case reveals new fluid structures, which are based on
rotational effects. The overall temperature distribution is

Fig. 11 Numerical simulations
of the non-rotation case at time
stamp t=5650 sec for
RaE = 1.9 × 106: a radially
averaged temperature field as
Hammer-Aitoff projection, b
superposition of two orthogonal
artificial interferograms

Microgravity Sci. Technol. (2019) 31:569–587582



Fig. 12 Numerical simulations
of the solid body rotation case at
time stamp t = 2180 sec for
RaE = 1.9 × 106 and
Ta = 3.2 × 106: a radially
averaged temperature field as
Hammer-Aitoff projection, b
superposition of two orthogonal
artificial interferograms

Fig. 13 Numerical simulations
of the differential rotation case
at time stamp t=420 sec for
RaE = 1.9×104, Ta = 3.8×105

and Ro = 0.72: a radially
averaged temperature field as
Hammer-Aitoff projection, b
superposition of two orthogonal
artificial interferograms
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dominated by broad up-welling and down-welling regions at
the equator and the poles, respectively. However, in contrast
to the non-rotating case only a few large vortices are visible.
Local plumes are not found, except in the polar region. The
equatorial region reveals a dominant planetary wave with
mode m = 9. This wave is visible in the velocity field, the
Hammer-Aitoff projection and in the interferogram, too.
Hence, this specific simulation can be used as benchmark
test for the comparison between the numerical model and
the experiment. The poles are characterized by cold fronts
reaching deep into the mid-latitudes. These ’fingers’ are
not symmetrically arranged over both hemispheres, which
emphasize the time-dependent and turbulent character of
this fluid flow. The interferogram shown in Fig. 12b reveals
all mentioned flow structures. Concentric rings at the poles
indicate the polar plumes and cold fronts are clearly visible
as fringes, too. The equatorial wave can be identified clearly
in distorted fringes.

Differential Rotation Case

Figure 13 depicts the case when the inner shell rotates
40% faster than the outer shell. For inner shell rotation
f1 = 0.278 Hz and outer shell rotation f2 = 0.2 Hz
the Rossby number is Ro = 0.72. The temperature
difference of �T = 0.2 K and the low voltage if Vrms =
2800 V results in an electric Rayleigh number of RaE =
19400. Small temperature difference across the gap and low
Taylor/Rossby numbers originate in band-like structures
and zonal flows as known from gas giants. This specific
structure is based on dielectric heating (see temperature
legend in Fig. 13a) which dominates the thermal distribution
in the bulk. Strong convective flows, aligned with the
rotation axis result from the internal heating process.
Boundary driven convection is secondary and does not
contribute much. The meridional velocity field shows two
global thermal plumes in each hemisphere. Furthermore,
the interferogram depicted in Fig. 13b reveals these cells.
One broad belt in the tropics and one narrow belt in the
mid-latitudes.

Conclusions and Outlook

In summary, this paper gives an overview of the current sta-
tus of the AtmoFlow experiment development. AtmoFlow
has been planned for long-term investigation of thermal
convection in rotating spherical shells under the influence
of a central force field with complex boundary condi-
tions. This setup represents a simplified deep atmosphere as
found in giant planets. Microgravity conditions e.g. on the
ISS are needed to overcome superpositions of the Earth’s
gravity and the radial acceleration by the dielectrophoretic

effect. The experiment consists of three main parts: a) two
concentric spherical shells filled with the test liquid and
thermalized by atmospheric like boundary conditions. b) a
rotation tray with two perpendicular co-rotating visualiza-
tion units, and c) high voltage supply for the radial force
field. The payload will be designed for accommodation in
the European Drawer Rack Mk II.

Based on the presented parameter space and test matrix,
it is intended to investigate approximately 720 individual
experiment data points during the scientific test campaign.
The data generated from the experiment will be exploited
for the following scientific purposes which are related to
meteorology, geophysics, astrophysics and engineering:

– The stability of the basic flow states and its transitions
with and without rotation

– Interaction of free convection and global wave modes.
– The characteristics of the convective flows and in

particular their symmetries.
– Atmospheric cell formation as function of rotation and

temperature.
– The critical Rayleigh numbers and wave numbers,

which denote linear stability and marks the onset of
thermal convection.

– The stability diagram for the different flow states.

The development of AtmoFlow is accompanied by a labora-
tory experiment and numerical simulations. The baroclinic
wave tank experiment is used to evaluate the double inter-
ferometry unit and to create a reference database with
patterns as they are found in convective fluid flows. Numer-
ical simulations are needed to reconstruct the velocity field,
which is not directly accessible by the experiment. Hereby,
experimental and numerical interferograms are compared
automatically in the post-processing phase of the mis-
sion. Stability analysis helps to expound the parameter
space, especially the critical dimensionless parameters as
the Rayleigh number, the Taylor number or the Rossby
number.

Understanding and controlling fluid flow in a spher-
ical geometry under the influence of rotation will be
useful in a variety of engineering applications, such
as improving spherical gyroscopes, bearings, and cen-
trifugal pumps. Furthermore, study of effects related to
the electro-hydrodynamic force, which serves to simulate
the central gravity field, will find applications in high-
performance heat exchangers, and in the study of electro-
viscous phenomena e.g. dielectric heating. Even though
fluid properties, geometry and boundary conditions dif-
fer in industrial applications, the AtmoFlow experiment
may provide useful fundamental research in the dynamics
of rotating thermo-EHD devices. It will help to under-
stand the motion of liquids in industrial applications,
where e.g. injected ions are a source of charge, e.g. in
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EHD-pumps, EHD nozzles, electrostatic precipitators or
ion-drag pumps. In summary, it is expected that this exper-
iment will deliver results in fluid mechanics, engineering,
geophysics, astrophysics, meteorology and fluid transport.

The AtmoFlow experiment payload is currently in
development for operation on the ISS.
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