
Vol.:(0123456789)

https://doi.org/10.1007/s12187-021-09893-2

1 3

Childhood Geography: a study about Children’s Satisfaction 
with Housing in Buenos Aires Province, Argentina

Graciela Tonon1   · Claudia Mikkelsen2

Accepted: 30 November 2021 
© The Author(s), under exclusive licence to Springer Nature B.V. 2021

Abstract
This article presents the study of the characteristics and infrastructure of houses 
inhabited by children and their satisfaction with them. It embraces a sample of 
580 12-year-olds children, living in the district of General Pueyrredón (PGP), an 
area located in the Southeast of the Province of Buenos Aires, Argentina. This sur-
vey was carried out in the framework of the research project acknowledged by the 
LOMASCyT Program of the National University of Lomas de Zamora, Argentina 
and developed by the UNICOM-Institute of Social Studies, of the School of Social 
Sciences. Specifically the core of this research considered the study and analysis 
of the following variables of children’s lives, namely: the number of rooms in their 
houses, the number of bathrooms in their houses, the accessibility to own or shared 
room and own or shared bed for sleeping, having a space of their own to study, hav-
ing water service, light and sewers in their houses, and the level of satisfaction with 
the house they inhabit.

Keywords  Childhood · Housing · Infrastructure · Level of satisfaction

1  Introduction

In the field of Childhood Geography, it is possible to point out that the issues 
addressed turn around three large units; the geography of everyday life; the physical 
and material characteristics of places, and the function of the body as the first tool of 
space exploration (Malatesta & Granados Sanchez, 2017). Within this framework, 
and in circumstances of confinement such as those that humanity currently goes 
through related with COVID-19 Pandemic, it is essential to consider housing as a 
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second territory, a shelter, a space of support, and also where difficulties, abuses and 
the first difficulties in childhood are made invisible.

The aim of this article describes the study of the characteristics and infrastruc-
ture of children’s houses and their satisfaction with them. At the methodological 
level, we worked with a non-probabilistic, intentional sample of 580 12-year-olds- 
children living in the district of General Pueyrredón (PGP), an area located in the 
Southeast of the Province of Buenos Aires, Argentina.

The survey was carried out in the framework of the research project acknowl-
edged by the LOMASCyT Program of the National University of Lomas de Zamora, 
Argentina and developed by the UNICOM- Institute of Social Studies of the Faculty 
of School of Social Sciences. Specifically, the core of the research considered the 
description and analysis of the following variables of children’s lives, namely: hav-
ing water service, light and sewers in their houses, the number of rooms in their 
houses, the number of bathrooms in their houses, the accessibility to own or shared 
room and own or shared bed for sleeping, having their own space to study in their 
houses and the level of satisfaction with the house they inhabit.

2 � Children’s Satisfaction with Housing

Although the field of child well-being has been 50 years in the making (Ben-Arieh, 
2010), the field of Childhood Geography in relation with children’s satisfaction with 
the places where they live did not have the same level of development. Working on 
children’s lives would contribute to recognize, identify and understand the territorial 
gaps and inequalities that boys and girls meet as protagonists, focusing on the identi-
fication of situations of spatial injustice of these groups (Tonon & Mikkelsen, 2021).

The concept of satisfaction refers to a judgmental process in which individual 
asses the quality on the basis of their own unique set of criteria (Shin & Johnson, 
1978 quoted by Pavot & Diener, 1993, p. 164). In this sense, analyzing children’s 
satisfaction with their housing allows us to capture children’s desires, aspirations 
and conflicts with the spaces where they live. As Clair (2018) pointed out, studies 
on the influence of housing on children have been limited and have been related 
more to the concerns of adults.

Since children live in places that are specific geographical cuts, it is necessary to 
understand their satisfaction with the houses they live in. In this sense, the concept 
of territory becomes relevant, as a social and historical construction visible in the 
materialization of human activities, as an appropriate space for a certain social rela-
tionship which shapes it and maintains it initiated from a form of power. Consider-
ing the territory as a social product implies recognizing in it diverse, supportive and 
at the same time conflicting social representations.

Lopes de Souza (1995) points out that the territory is fundamentally a space 
defined and delimited by and from power relations. The main issue here is not, cer-
tainly, to show what are the geo-ecological characteristics and natural resources of a 
certain area, what is produced or who produces in a given space, but which are the 
affective and identity links between a social group and its space (López de Souza, 
1995).
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In this sense, the territory should be treated as a fundamental factor in the study 
and understanding of children’s well-being, as well as the families of which they are 
members, taking care of it in a multi-scale approach in the locality, the neighbor-
hood and/or housing.

Housing takes a central role in people’s lives as it enables the satisfaction of the 
basic needs of families and society as a whole, as well as being the material center 
where the first skills for the social and cultural development of children are set up 
and learned. For example, the role of education is guaranteed and enhanced, since in 
the family-school link housing has a role of shelter and the possibility of returning 
home and developing there the activities assigned by teachers. Likewise it will be in 
the house where children carry out playful and/or sporting activities. It is in hous-
ing that children must receive the care of responsible adults, which care affects their 
physical and emotional health that results in critical long-term affective, warming 
and restraint benefits (Caramelo, 2018).

The importance of housing in children lives has been considered in reports from 
the UNICEF, the UN and the OCDE. Different authors studied the relation between 
housing and well-being, Evans, Saltzman and Cooperman (2001), Harkness and 
Newman (2005), Bradshaw and Richardson (2009), Coley, Leventhal, Lynch and 
Kull (2013), Rees and Bradshaw (2017).

In Latin America, the first studies on children´ satisfaction with housing were 
developed in the twenty-first century. In the case of Argentina this topic has not been 
practically explored. In reference to the well-being of children in relation to their 
house, the neighborhood they live in and their satisfaction with them, we can men-
tion the work of: Tonon and Mikkelsen (2019) who analyzed the concept of place 
through the eyes of children; Mikkelsen on the social space in which children live 
(2019); Tonon (2018) about the opinions, life experiences, and definitions of chil-
dren in the province of Buenos Aires; Rees, Tonon, Mikkelsen and Rodriguez de la 
Vega (2017) about urban-rural variations in children’s lives and subjective wellbe-
ing, in which the authors measured the responses of children 8 and 10  years old 
with residence in the province of Buenos Aires, connecting two dimensions: hous-
ing/home and neighborhood, along with the gender variable; Tonon and Mikkelsen 
(2017) about the neighborhood as a social space from the eyes of children living in 
cities of the province of Buenos Aires; the work of Tonon, Mikkelsen, Rodriguez de 
la Vega and Toscano (2017) about neighborhood and housing as explanatory scales 
of children’s quality of life and Tonon and Mikkelsen’s work (2016) on housing 
inhabited by children in localities in the inner Buenos Aires province.

Children live in spaces, in precise geographical cuts, and this brings us closer to 
understanding studies on quality of life also in relation to the particular contexts of 
residence of the subjects studied. In this sense it is necessary to remember that the 
nearby territory, which became a place, in theoretical terms, implies a basic primary 
spatial unit. A specific position in the geographic space where a series of spatial 
interactions operate and define not only the physical environment, but also the iden-
tity of the subjects in it. The site participates in the construction of memories and 
projects a durability of time into the future (Clerc, 2004). In this sense, housing is 
a basic component of the quality of life of the subjects, defined by its configuration 
it is the place of refuge, family gatherings, enjoyment of life, a meeting place and a 
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space for daily experiences (Lucero, Mikkelsen, Sabuda, Ares, Ondartz & Aveni, 
2008).

Housing is one of those places, it is the first place and the second territory. The 
body is the first territory, it is the closest that every person possesses and it is shaped 
from birth. The second territory comprises the family and those bodies that coex-
ist within the framework of the house. This second territory refers to this domestic 
space where most primary activities are carried out, such as eating, sleeping and liv-
ing with the family group. The house is the transition between body and community, 
while it is a unit on its own. The house is the basic unit of the neighborhood, town 
or city. From the housing groups a community is built, which would become a third 
level of the territory (Ramírez Velázquez & López Levi, 2015).

Houses must protect their inhabitants from exposure, as well as provide thermal 
comfort and protection against substances or vectors that cause health risks. A house 
that does not meet the minimum requirements, in terms of materials, dimensions 
and sanitation, is associated with higher morbidity rates. In this way, the conditions 
of unhealthiness in the dwellings contribute negatively to the health of its inhab-
itants (Mikkelsen, Ares, Gordziejczuk, Picone & Bruno, 2020). The possibility of 
access to housing should be understood as a human right recognized in international 
law as an integral element of the right to an adequate standard of living. In this 
regard, the work of Mitchell, Macció and Mariño Fages (2016) analyzed the effect 
of slum dwellings on the well-being of its inhabitants in Greater Buenos Aires.

Lack of access to housing in marginalized population groups is a central concern 
linked to lack of employment and stable income, which concurrently result in lack 
of basic services, promiscuity, overcrowding and various health impacts. Issues that 
also have a direct impact on the rest of the dimensions of the quality of life of sub-
jects are Health, Education, Safety, Employment (Prieto, 2007).

It is important to remark that the materials used in the construction of the houses, 
the design of the houses and the spaces available therein, vary depending on the 
geographical space of their location, according to the culture and lifestyles of its 
inhabitants (Moreno Olmos, 2008).

There are many and different optics of analysis about the house, prevailing – usu-
ally – those readings that emphasize the physical or material aspect of it. However, 
and following García García (2014), it would be worth reflecting here on the notion 
of housing by rescuing its most subjective characteristics, understanding it as that 
environment in which family practices are accomplished, in which subjects learn 
and rehearse the family roles, values and customs of their community, and where the 
spheres of public and private life are defined. In other words, housing can be under-
stood as a platform of intermediation between the individual (with his family circle) 
and the enlarged society.

Thus, the appeal to “lived-conceived space” (Lindón, Hiernaux and Aguilar, 
2006, p. 12) appears as a more fruitful notion to refer to housing, managing to focus 
mainly on the point of view of subjects and their articulation with the various uses 
and representations achieved around housing as a specific and unique place.

Within the house, the home takes place, because it arranges the activities of 
family and personal life. It also provides different basic services such as privacy, 
identity, environmental satisfaction or security (Ares, 2008). This close aspect of 
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housing is what links it to the notion of home, underlining its potential to locate sub-
jects in the world (Lindon (2005) in Ares, 2008).

Housing, then, assumes a clear role in this process, because in and through it, the 
contents of commonly appropriated daily knowledge is shared, departing from the 
most mundane problems of linking relationships. That is, in the space of housing 
the everyday becomes observable and there it is possible that the experiences of life 
inherited from the predecessor generations materialize.

3 � Methodology

It is a descriptive cross-sectional study, developed by quantitative method, apply-
ing a questionnaire containing questions about housing and sociodemographic data 
of the participants. The questionnaire include one single question in Likert Scale 
mode (from 0 to 10 points where 0 is “Not satisfied at all” and 10 “Completely satis-
fied”), addresses children’s level of satisfaction with the houses in which they live 
with their families.

The questionnaire was applied to children who attend public and private schools 
located in the District of General Pueyrredón.

In line with the ethical standards established by the current regulations in Argen-
tina for research with persons, and especially with children attending school estab-
lishments, prior authorization was required from Education supervisors, as well as 
informed written consent from parents or guardians of each participating child. We 
respect the Code of Ethics established in the National Personal Data Law 25,326 
(2000). The information that children provided was treated confidentially, with 
the corresponding ethical safeguards. The names of the participants are not used 
respecting the statistical secrecy.

Similarly, secondary data from the National Institute of Statistics and Census 
(INDEC, 2010) were consulted and analyzed in reference to population data, by 
houses and households of the witness sites considered for this research.

The sample consisted of 580 12-year-olds children-, living in different geographi-
cal areas (urban and rural) of General Pueyrredón district. This means a level of rep-
resentation of the above-mentioned age group of 6.4%. The different questions used 
in relation with housing are shown in Table 1.

SPSS 22.0 was used for data analysis: frequencies, percentages, means and cross-
over of variables were calculated. The Geographic Information System (GIS) was 
applied to construct thematic mapping, using the information that arises from the 
questionnaires and the official systematized information of the country.

The Geographic Information System (GIS) selected for map construction, is an 
open code system and it is called QGis, version 2.14.3. GIS is a tool that allows 
measurements and calculations of geo-referenced variables applied to analyze the 
selected dimensions, prioritizing individual characterization and then comparison, 
obtaining a set of synthetic thematic maps as final outcome. This, allowed us to gen-
erate geolocation maps referring to the areas involved in the study, giving spatial 
visibility and geographic context.
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4 � Results

The study was carried out in localities of General Pueyrredón District (Map 1) which 
is located to the southeast of the province of Buenos Aires and amounts, according 

Table 1   List of questions

Source made by the authors

How many rooms does your house have?
How many bathrooms does your house have?
Does your house have electricity?
Does your house have running water?
Does your house have a toilet?
Do you sleep in your own room or share the room?
Do you have your own bed?
Is there a place in your house where you can study quietly?
How satisfied are you with the house where you live?

Map 1   General Pueyrredon District, Localities. (Source: made by the authors)
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to INDEC data for 2010, to 618,989 inhabitants: 21.5% comprise the 0 to 14 year 
group, 64.2% bring together the potentially active population, i.e. 15 to 64 years of 
age, and 14.2% are ultimate passive population, i.e. they have more 65 years old. 
The PGP brings together 9066 children aged 12 years, 4641 are male and 4425 are 
female.

General Pueyrredón is a district characterized by its high urban concentration 
(98%), organized in the agglomerate Mar del Plata-Batán-Camet, to which small 
towns (less than 5000 inhabitants) are added, and with significant population-hous-
ing growth in recent decades (Sagua, 2004, 2008; Ares & Mikkelsen 2009; Ares, 
Mikkelsen, & Sabuda 2011). These locations are consolidated as areas of residence 
not without problems, especially due to lacks in public services and distancing from 
Mar del Plata, a city with the greatest supply of activities and services. It should 
be noted that the qualifier of small or smaller cities is associated with the number 
of inhabitants that each town has and, therefore, with the range/size ratio to the 
agglomerate Mar del Plata-Batán-Camet.

General Pueyrredón district provides a wide range of activities and services 
related to tourism, extraction and transformation in relation to the primary resources 
associated with agriculture, livestock, fisheries, and horticulture. In its nearby terri-
tory, it exerts leadership roles over a set of population centers of lower rank and their 
respective areas of influence, with regard to educational, health, administrative and 
other services (Mikkelsen et al., 2013).

Specifically about the size of the PGP to be considered, in 2010 it contained 
306,509 private homes, according to INDEC, of which 50.47% had satisfactory con-
struction quality; 51.14% were built with construction quality 1, this meant that the 
house had resistant and solid materials both on the floor and on the ceiling, and had 
a ceiling; and 53.02% of the houses had sufficient quality in connecting to basic 
services. In terms of systems of tenure, 65.52% of the households owned the house 
and the land, 20.40% were tenants; 7.26% were occupants per loan; 2.89% owned 
only the house, not the land; 1.65% were job occupants; and 1.99% referred to other 
situations.

In the context of the general characterization of the PGP indicated above, in order 
to reply to the intention set out in this article, public and private educational insti-
tutions in the local territory were used as a space for meeting the subjects under 
investigation. From all the educational institutions present in the PGP, given the age 
group selected for this research, secondary institutions, which are those that provide 
education from 12 years of age onwards as established by law in the national con-
text, were due to be consulted. The survey was applied in ten (10) selected public 
and private educational institutions of the larger group pursuing the geographical 
representativeness of different sectors of the party (Map 2).

4.1 � Access to running water

In General Pueyrredón, 92.56% of households have water supply by public grid. 
Regarding the supply of running water, 462 children (80%) stated that they have this 
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service in their homes, 43 (7%) said no, 64 (11%) expressed to be not sure and 11 
(2%) did not respond.

4.2 � Access to electricity

According to the children sample considered, 559 children (96%) show that they 
have electricity in their houses, 18 (3%) show that this service sometimes allows for 
provisioning difficulties, and 3 (1%) didn’t report anything about it.

4.3 � Bathrooms in the house and possession of toilet in the house

Within the framework of the district under study it is possible to establish that 97.7% 
of households have a bathroom for exclusive use. And of that set 95.06% has chain and 
water drag to the public grid. The overall average of bathrooms in the houses of the 
children studied is 2 (two), which is a high value. Regarding the provision of toilet pans 

Map 2   Spatial location of surveyed high schools. PGP. 2018. (Source: made by the authors)
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in houses in the survey attained, 531 children (92%) pointed out that their houses had 
toilet pans, only 3 indicated no, 6 were not sure and 40 did not know/answer.

4.4 � Rooms in the house, room for private use and possibility of own bed use

On average, the number of rooms in the houses where the children studied reside is 4 
(four). When consulted for privacy and the possibility of having their own rooms, the 
values obtained are quite stable since 246 children (42%) point out that they sleep alone 
in a room so arranged for them, 329 (57%) indicate that they share a room with another 
person, generally their siblings. While perceiving a low number of children (5) who 
preferred not to answer (Fig. 4).

Within the rooms, the possibility of having a bed for private use is in direct relation 
to overcrowding, in this sense, on the fact of having bed to sleep and rest, a high major-
ity answered affirmatively 547 cases, i.e. 94%, 27 children, i.e. 5%, indicated that they 
should share their bed and 4 children (1%) preferred not to answer.

4.5 � Place to study in the house

With regard to having in the house a suitable space provided with what is necessary to 
study and develop schoolwork, we find that 412 children (71%) have a place in their 
houses available for the execution of tasks demanded from educational institutions, 64 
children (11%) do not have the aforementioned space, 99 children (17%) are not sure, 
and 5 (1%) did not answer. This data contributes to the understanding of the functional-
ity of the house as the perception they have about whether the housing spaces and the 
facilities of the house are appropriate for family life (Landáruzi & Mercado, 2004).

4.6 � Satisfaction with house of residence

This question addresses the level of satisfaction of the interviewed children regard-
ing the houses in which they reside with their families. This is a question in Likert 
Scale mode from 0 to 10 points where 0 is “Not satisfied at all” and 10 “Completely 
satisfied”.

While the mean at the satisfaction level is high: 8.885, it has a standard deviation of 
1.840, which shows a high level of responses dispersion, Table 2.

Graphic 1 shows a high number of responses with level of satisfaction of 10 points, 
we can precisely point out that 52% of the children in the sample point to this value in 
their replies.

Table 2   Means

Source made by the authors

N Mean Standard deviation

580 8.85 1.840
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5 � Discussion

Housing is a fundamental need for the development of a dignified life together with 
healthy eating and the possibility of suitable clothing, in addition to accessing edu-
cation and health (Leventhal & Newman, 2010).

As established by WHO (1990) the means used by society to meet this need are 
diverse in terms of the materials employed for construction, site of placement, cli-
mate comfort, income, among other issues. In this sense, the geographical space-
society link is essential since both condition each other on the decisions applied in 
terms of housing construction. As for the forms of housing tenure also the possibili-
ties are wide (purchase, rent, loan, session, among others). In addition, the eventual-
ity of accessing a household is directly linked to the job of its inhabitants, that is, the 
economic activity that they develop and consequently their level of income. Previ-
ous studies point to the importance of housing ownership for children as it promotes 
adolescents’ achievement if compared with renting (assisted or unassisted) because 
it provides greater stability and possible access to higher quality schools (Pribesh & 
Downey, 1999; Coley et al., 2013).

Considering each of the indicators evaluated, the relevance of achieving the con-
struction of other indicators stands out, referring to the different forms of access to 
water supply (public network, pump, well, rain among others) and the various uses 
of electricity (heating, power, use of electrical appliances) identifying the specifici-
ties that appear both in contexts of urbanity and rurality, since the accessibility con-
ditions in each of these contexts are different. Likewise, inquiring into the character-
istics of home habitability, the number of rooms, the functions that these rooms have 
for the domestic unit, the needs that are covered in those spaces of the house and the 
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Graphic 1   Satisfaction with house of residence, children 12 years of age PGP. 2018. Source: made by the 
authors on primary data survey 2018
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difficulties that arise, understanding that houses not only define a material environ-
ment of equipment but they are also the environment that provides support for the 
harmonious development of children.

Water consumption attains a substantial role in human survival, therefore it is 
essential for our sustenance and also for the performance of numerous activities. 
Having water supply per pipe within the house is not only beneficial but also neces-
sary for the achievement of good health quality of the population, therefore it is pos-
itively valued in their well-being. Added to this situation, the form of supply of this 
water, i.e. the fact that it comes from a public network or from motor pump drilling, 
increases benefits to the health of the residents in the houses (Mikkelsen, Ares, Gor-
dziejczuk, Picone & Bruno, 2020). Having some infrastructure linked to the provi-
sion of water, the elimination of excreta and drains are important contributions in 
the prevention and fight against certain diseases, essentially in vulnerable groups 
such as children and the elderly. In the context of the PGP, data show favorable cir-
cumstances in the households in which children live with their families regarding 
the provision of safe water. As Caceres and Rodríguez-Bilella (2014) state, water 
is a key element in meeting the basic needs of society, a decisive factor for human 
progress and a fundamental aspect to ensure a dignified life. However, the United 
Nations (UN) report on the millennium development goals set for 2015 reveals that, 
despite improvements in access to safe drinking water, a large proportion of the 
world’s population and especially children are still lacking water supplies through 
pipes. Difficulties in accessing safe water are directly related to the risk of intestinal 
and stomach diseases. Access to safe water is a primary right since in childhood its 
lack can obstruct the appropriate human, physical and cognitive development.

Closely related to the indicators previously considered, the possibility of access-
ing electric light in the context of modernity today also becomes a fundamental ele-
ment in terms of the quality of life of residents in housing. The United Nations and 
the World Bank emphasize the importance of accessing the use of electricity as key 
indicators in order to reduce poverty and improve the living conditions of the world 
population (UN 2010). Our life turns around the use of technological devices that 
demand for its operation the use of electric energy. It is interesting to reflect on com-
munication as a right. In this regard, Kenny, Navas-Sabater and Qiang warn that 
ICTs (Information and Communication Technologies) provide access to information 
that can create opportunities to generate income, improve access to basic services, 
or increase the impact of interventions on education and health. ICT also gives the 
poor a voice to demand support and changes from the government (Kenny et  al., 
2000). In this sense, connectivity in children is increasingly a right that all children 
should have, as well as the provision of electricity for the development of their edu-
cational and recreational work, and as the use of safe and non-polluting energies for 
food processing and heating, and to access the use of new ICTs.

Having a bathroom in the house is a requisite of living conditions in general and 
for the health of its residents in particular. The presence of a room defined as a bath 
tells about the possibility of having connection to safe water and to the sewage net-
works that allow the withdrawal of the sewage. In this sense, it refers not only to the 
possibility of access to housing but to the role that the State must play in bringing to 
its citizens basic services such as water and sewers, specifically in urban areas. As 
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Velázquez et al. (2020) expresses, the lack of such a basic element as the toilet pan 
highlights the lack of housing equipment. This element depends on the individual 
situation of the family and the house and, unlike others such as water supply or sew-
erage, is independent of its location within respect to a network established for such 
a purpose.

The availability of rooms in the house is in direct association to the overcrowding 
of the members of the household depending on the rooms available in the house. As 
stated by Velazquez et al. (2020), the link between the number of residents in the 
house and the number of rooms shows a significant aspect: the housing deficiency 
in relation to the number of its inhabitants. Overcrowding in households implies 
a number of difficulties, as it contributes to disease transmission and is related, in 
turn, to violence (World Health Organization, 1990). In the PGP, INDEC reports by 
2010, 14.18% of households are overcrowded (2 or more people per room). These 
are comparatively low values of critical overcrowding.

In greater detail, the inquiry allowed information to be recovered on the possi-
bility of having a bed for private use in the rooms arranged as bedrooms. The fact 
that there is a bed for private use is also directly associated with experiencing over-
crowding or not, and with problems of diseases, promiscuity and lack of privacy.

In addition to the possibility of possessing a house, and that it includes essential 
services for the development of a dignified life, it is important to refer to the design 
and size of the houses. So it is not only about owning a house but also ensuring 
minimum comfort and habitability. Habitability is the attribute of the spaces built 
to meet the objective and subjective needs of the individuals and groups that inhabit 
them (Landáruzi & Mercado, 2004), refers to the necessary link between the house 
and its inhabitants, between the design given to the house and the use that its mem-
bers make of it.

In this sense, data on overcrowding and certain equipment was recovered, with 
this indicator the emphasis is placed on reflecting on the importance for children to 
have within the house an appropriate space in which to study and perform school-
work. This data contributes to the understanding of the functionality of the house 
understood as the perception felt about whether the housing spaces and the facilities 
of the house are appropriate for family life (Landáruzi & Mercado, 2004).

Housing satisfaction aims to capture the influence of one’s dwelling characteristics 
on subjective well-being. In the 90s Davis and Fine Davis (1991) found that hous-
ing satisfaction is positively associated with life satisfaction. The authors identified the 
factors associated with housing satisfaction which are: the construction quality, plan, 
and design of the house; the dwelling size; the adequacy of interior space; the housing 
amenities; and the price of the dwelling. After three decades, the results of Morautidis 
study (2020) showed that housing satisfaction is significantly associated with subjec-
tive well-being and it is an indicator of livability and quality of life within cities.

In our study it is stimulating to find that the level of satisfaction with housing is 
high, although it also presents a high level of dispersion. In an earlier study with 
children aged 8 and 10 in the Province of Buenos Aires (Tonon & Mikkelsen, 2016), 
in which a Likert scale of 0 to 4 points was worked on, corresponding 4 to “totally 
satisfied” and 0 to “totally dissatisfied”, 80.5% of 8-year-olds (N 590) answered to 
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the totally satisfied option; percentage that decreased in the 10-year-olds (N 472), of 
whom 71.7% chose this option of answer.

6 � Conclusions

Considering that in Latin America the first studies on the lives of children in relation 
to their houses were developed as of the twenty-first century, it was a challenge for 
us to address the opinions of children in relation to the houses they inhabit; like-
wise, the important contribution that a discipline such as Geography can make was 
revealed.

The most significant results of our study showed that 97.7% of the houses inhab-
ited by the children have a bathroom for exclusive use, 92.56% have water supply 
through the public network and 96% have electricity, 42% of the children state that 
they sleep in their own room, 94% have their own bed and 71% have a place in the 
house for the development of schoolwork. These values ​​make it clear that the habit-
ability conditions of the houses occupied by boys and girls do not show characteris-
tics of overcrowding. Likewise, it is important to mention that, although the average 
level of satisfaction with the home is high: 8.885, the standard deviation is 1.840, 
which showed a high level of dispersion in the responses.

The set of results obtained in this study showed the intellectual need to continue 
advancing and deepening on the study of the housing dimension in the larger field 
of studies on child well-being. Therefore, it is imperative to approach the study of 
housing in a comprehensive manner, simultaneously evaluating the different aspects 
that promote or inhibit specific family arrangements.

The right to decent housing for society as a whole, but for children in particular, 
guarantees the possibility of growing up healthy, cared for, having better school per-
formance, potentially ensuring their future job placement and their development as 
a responsible and empathetic citizen. Housing is the first place of socialization, it is 
the second territory, which provides the skills to approach life in community and in 
society.
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