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1. I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Urban ci t izenship entails f reedom to move,  use and express iden t i ty  in the 
city. Violence is an extreme ins tance  of the cur ta i lment  of these  rights.  It 
impairs  a sense of safety and restricts choice.  In gay mythology,  the city 
embodies  an accept ing cosmopol i t an  l ifestyle.Young gay m e n  and lesbians 
are drawn to Johannesburg  from smal ler  towns  wi th in  South  Africa and 
from o ther  African cities as far afield as Harare ,  W i n d h o e k ,  Gaba rone ,  
Kampala ,  Accra and Dar -es -Sa laam.  They are a t t rac ted  to the p romise  of a 
more  tolerant  society. South  Africa s tands a lone in Africa in terms of its 
const i tut ion,  which  expressly protects  the  r ights  of lesbian and gay citizens. 
Johannesburg  offers we l l -deve loped  social ne tworks  and a n u m b e r  of gay 
public spaces. And yet there  is an u n d e r c u r r e n t  of ext reme vio lence  and 
t rauma in the city. 

In a cl imate of pervasive crime and p ro found  fear, hate  cr imes are hid-  
den wi th in  broad statistics. The South  African g o v e r n m e n t  does  not  keep 
specific statistics on xenophobic ,  racist and h o m o p h o b i c  crime. This has 
the effect of increas ing the invisibility of gay m e n  and lesbians.  H o m o p h o -  
bic vict imisat ion is endemic  in violent ,  mascu l ine  cul tures  and  has exten-  
sive implicat ions for gay m e n  and  lesbians.  It p rofoundly  affects the way in 
which  the city is used in terms of m o v e m e n t  and  the use of social spaces.  
However ,  few research efforts exist a round  these  issues in South  Africa and 
those that  do deal pr imari ly  with  gay whi te  men .  The scope of this research  
is thus  w i d e - r a n g i n g  providing an overview of exist ing work  on v io lence  
and b roaden ing  this body of l i terature  to inc lude  the exper iences  of those  
who  have not  been  a c k n o w l e d g e d  in research  efforts in the past.  This pa-  



1 O0 URBAN FORUM 

per places h o m o p h o b i c  violence on the agenda  of u rban  policy makers  as 
well  as in forming  future research a round  violence,  fear and safety. 

Theorising Homophobic Violence in an Urban Context 

Valent ine  (1993) poin ts  out  tha t  whi le  mos t  peop le  feel tha t  sexual i ty  
belongs  to the private space of the home,  most  public spaces are coded  to 
be heterosexual .  Fur thermore ,  she points  out that  most  feel that  they have 
"no object ion to homosexua ls  as long as they did not  f launt  their  sexuali ty 
in public" (Valentine, 1993: 396). She draws on Foucaul t  (1988) and Butler 
(1990) to argue the opacity of he terosexual  codif icat ion of public space. 
The power  of this codification is to normal ize  a he terosexual  h e g e m o n i c  
order to the extent that  lesbians often feel the need  to"pass"as heterosexual  
by con fo rming  to a femin ine  iden t i ty  (ibid.). The essence  of Valentine 's  
posi t ion is whereas"he te rosexua l s  take for granted  their  f reedom to express 
their  sexuality publicly and therefore  t ranscend  the so-cal led publ ic-pr ivate  
d ichotomy",  the onus is on lesbians and gay men  to mainta in  the separat ion.  
The separa t ion  is subver ted  th rough  the a t t endance  of a publicly codified 
gay space (such as a gay and/or  lesbian night  club or a gay cruising ground)  
or th rough  the overt  assumpt ion  of signifiers of gay identity.  

To be gay, therefore, is not only to violate norms about sexual behaviour and 
family structure but also to deviate from the norms of'natural'masculine or femi- 
nine behaviour. These norms change over space and time, and hence sexuality is 
not defined merely by sexual acts but exists as a process of power relations. 
(Ibid.: 396) 

Gay-bash ing  is an instance whe re  gays and lesbians are pun i shed  for 
subver t ing  the t aken- fo r -g ran ted  he te rosexual i ty  of the public. The major-  
ity of gay-bash ing  incidents  occur in the public realm. Of the forty w o m e n  
Valentine in terviewed,  75 percent  had  been  verbal ly assaul ted  at least once 
and three  had been  chased,  t h r ea t ened  and/or  physically assaul ted.  In most  
cases w o m e n  repor ted  that  the incidents  had been  t r iggered by a display of 
affection or by a lack of response  to male sexual overtures.  H o m o p h o b i c  
violence is, hence ,  formula ted  in relat ion to the subvers ion of norms,  par- 
t icularly norms  a round  masculinity.  Namas t e  (1996) fur ther  explores the 
re la t ionship  b e t w e e n  gende r  subvers ion  and gay-bash ing .  Her  research  
finds that  men  and w o m e n  who  assume signifiers of the opposi te  gender ,  
for example t h rough  dress and speech,  are at increased risk of gay-bash-  
ing. 

Skel ton (1995: 267) locates her  work on h o m o p h o b i c  e lements  in Jamai- 
can r agga"wi th in  wider  discourses  that  debate  race, sexuality and mascu-  
linity". Drawing  on hooks  (1992), Collins (1991) and Harpe r  (1993), she (p. 
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277) refers to the".. .subject of black masculinity and its linkage with a lack 
of power within racist/sexist societies". In this formulation, Skelton (ibid.) 
argues that homophobia is related to the need to assert power through the 
trajectory of masculinity. Homophobia,  in this case calls for the'crucifixion' 
of homosexuals, acts as "proof positive of their masculinity". This hypoth- 
esis relates closely toVogelman's (The Star, 23 February 1995) formulation 
of violence in post-Apartheid South Africa (see Dirsuweit, this issue). He 
argues that the previous lack of full citizenship under apartheid left people 
with a deep sense of d i sempowerment .  Coupled with an increasingly 
s t ra ined  economy and high levels of u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  this sense  of 
disempowerment  has reached new depths. The desire to gain control and 
recognition motivates violence. In addition, South Africa is a sexist society 
and so violence is used to strengthen the one area in which men feel they 
have more power, their masculinity. This is exacerbated by the perceived 
threat of women's  increased empowerment  in contemporary South Africa. 

Hate crimes directed at socially excluded groups are endemic to most 
societies. Statistics from governmental  agencies such as the police are sub- 
ject to some inaccuracy due to underreport ing and the classification of hate 
crimes under headings such as grievous bodily harm and rape. In 1995, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation reported 1 019 incidences of crime directed 
towards homosexual people with 1 266 offenses, I 347 victims and 1 273 
known offenders. The majority of these crimes were against gay men. Ca- 
nadian statistics (Multiculturalism, 1998) report a total of 60 000 hate crimes 
for the year 1998. Eleven percent of these were committed against gay men 
and lesbians. The most staggering statistics are reported in the London Free 
Press (4 March 2000). In this report, 83 percent of respondents (aged 14-25 
years) reported that they had been gay bashed. Interestingly, many of the 
perpetrators were not strangers, but family members and others known to the 
victim. In terms of perpetration, Franklin found that 25 percent of students 
surveyed reported that they had harassed people considered gay or lesbian. 
Of the men surveyed, 18 percent admitted to assaulting or threatening gays 
or lesbians and 32 percent had verbally abused gays and lesbians. 

Valentine and other urban commentators insert the question of gay iden- 
tity politics as part of a"New Urban Politics" (Brown, 1995). In this formu- 
lation, the politics of the body dominate discussions of sexuality. Young 
(1990a) contextualises homophobic violence within urban politics. She clas- 
sifies homophobic crime as systemic violence and argues that it disallows 
gay men and lesbians full participation in the city. Ingram et al. (1999: 92) 
expand the point: 

How are denied access and limited freedom of expression enforced?...One of 
the most effective means of control is the threat of violence. For example, the 
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threat of dyke and gay-bashing has had a tremendous impact on where we choose 
to live and to socialise... 

Young (1990b: 320) proceeds  to call for the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f "d i scourse  
and ins t i tu t ions  for br inging  differently ident i f ied groups  toge the r  w i thou t  
suppress ing  or subsuming  the difference".  This call is par t icular ly pert i -  
nen t  to u n d e r s t a n d i n g  the different  exper iences  of h o m o p h o b i c  violence 
along the axes of race, ethnicity,  age and gende r  in Johannesburg .  To speak 
of the aet iology and the effects of hate  crime o n " t h e  gay c o m m u n i t y " i s  to 
bury the exper iences  of those w h o  do not  fit into the more  vocal whi te  and 
male g rouping  in Johannesburg ' s  gay culture.  

2. HOMOPHOBIC VIOLENCE IN SOUTH AFRICA 

Historical Context 

The Second World War saw a prol iferat ion of bars f r equen ted  by gay m e n  in 
the city cent re .  It also p rov ided  new cru i s ing  oppor tun i t i e s .  With this 
proliferation of gay spaces came homophob ic  violence.  In 1941 an impor tan t  
case received considerable  publicity: Two soldiers accompan ied  a gay man  
to his flat. He was later found severely bea ten  and s t rangled.  He had also 
been robbed.This  was one of the first cases in which  the"homosexua l  panic" 
defence  was used successfully and the assai lants  were  given a s u s p e n d e d  
sentence .  The j u d g e m e n t  was clearly indicat ive of gross h o m o p h o b i a  and 
serves as an early marker  of the antagonis t ic  re la t ionship  be tween  law and 
securi ty services and the gay c o m m u n i t y  in Johannesbu rg  which  was to 
cont inue  th rough  the apar the id  years.  

There was a dramatic  t u rna round  in 1996 w h e n  South  Africa adop ted  a 
const i tu t ion  that  ou t lawed  discr iminat ion  on the basis of sexual or ienta-  
tion. Political t ransformat ion  ex tended  to the police force and a draft policy 
d o c u m e n t  compi led  by the minis ter  of safety and securi ty  in 1994, h igh-  
l ighted the need  for the police to"assis t  in foster ing a h u m a n  rights cul ture 
and in provid ing  the cl imate wi th in  which  d e v e l o p m e n t  and recons t ruc-  
t ion can take place" (Minister of Safety and Security, Sep tember  1994: 28). 
In a g round-break ing  speech,  the Gau teng  Member  of the Executive Council  
for Safety and Security, Jesse Duarte,  called for bet ter  re la t ionships  be tween  
the police and the gay communi ty .  She a n n o u n c e d  that  ins tead of harass-  
ing gay men,  the police would  patrol  and protect  w e l l - k n o w n  cruising ar- 
eas in Johannesburg .  In the mid-1990s,  the South  African Police Services 
career -p lanning  depa r tmen t  in t roduced  a diversity t ra ining p rog ramme that  
inc luded sexual o r ien ta t ion  as well  as racism and sexism. 
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The promise of political transformation was accompanied by an unprec-  
edented growth of gay and lesbian political activism and social organisation. 
Never before had gay people been so visible in South Africa. In 1990, a few 
months after the release of Nelson Mandela, the first Gay and Lesbian Pride 
March took place through the streets of Johannesburg,  accompanied by 
extensive media coverage. By 1995 the national umbrella body formed to 
lobby for the retention of sexual orientation in final constitution, the Na- 
tional Coalition for Gay and Lesbian Equality (NCGLE), boasted some 78 
affiliated organisations, many of these based in Johannesburg and its sur- 
rounds. In the 1990s there was a proliferation of diverse communi ty  groups 
such as gay netball clubs, lesbian soccer teams, gay church communit ies ,  
catering groups and lesbian social clubs. There was also a growth in public 
visibility through political activism and public events such as the annual  
gay and lesbian film festival, clubs, parties and gay beauty pageants.  The 
media paid considerable attention through radio and television talk shows, 
documentaries and news items. Print media ran stories in magazines and 
newspapers on a regular basis. Books on gay and lesbian issues in South 
Africa started to be published, and for a few years there were three main 
gay publications produced in Johannesburg and distributed country-wide.  
Increased visibility, the political climate of the time and the promise of 
equality enshrined in the constitution, created an environment  conducive 
to"coming out"and many people did so, sometimes in the full glare of the 
public eye. 

It appears that increased visibility may have had another  consequence,  
in the form of growing levels of gay bashing. It is difficult to gauge the 
exact extent of this violence as, despite fundamental  changes in the law, 
underreport ing of gay-bashing continues and it is estimated that in 1996, 
91 percent of lesbians and gay victims of hate crimes did not report  them 
to the police (Bonham et al., 1996). Reasons for underreport ing were given 
as being in the closet; police indifference and hostility; and fear of sensa- 
tional public disclosure. In 1994, a memorandum signed by twenty organi- 
zations was presented to the regional minister of safety and security, Sydney 
Mufamadi. The memorandum included the recommendation to institute an 
"anti-hate crimes"Act that included gay-bashing and to establish a formal po- 
lice liaison to the gay community. In 2000, the"Promotion of Equality and Pre- 
vention of Unfair Discrimination Act" was promulgated. This Act is read in 
conjunction with the Constitution and precludes hate speech and the harass- 
ment based on"prohibited grounds, 'which includes sexual orientation. 

Research on Homophobic Violence in South Africa 

In 1995, the  AIDS Law Pro jec t ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of the  W i t w a t e r s r a n d ,  
commiss ioned  the H u m a n  Science Research Counci l  to comple te  an 
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investigative report  on South  African public a t t i tudes  on issues conce rn ing  
gays, lesbians, and AIDS. The survey took place at a t ime w h e n  the inclusion 
of 'sexual o r ien ta t ion ' in  the const i tut ion was a hot ly  contes ted  issue, serving 
as a rallying point  for the South  African lesbian and gay c o m m u n i t y  and 
galvanis ing the small but vociferous Chris t ian r ight  under  the banne r  of 
the African Christ ian Democra t ic  Party. The report  was based on a na t ional  
survey (n = 2163).The study was the first nat ional  poll of its k ind .The  results 
were  both predictable  and surprising; predictable  in that  the public were  
opposed  to grant ing  equal  rights to gays and lesbians,  surpr is ing in that  a 
majori ty of South Africans wan ted  homosexual i ty  decriminal ised.  Surpris ing 
too, in the nar row margins  be t ween  those  in favour and those opposed  to a 
n u m b e r  of issues concern ing  homosexua l i ty  in South  Africa. Public op in ion  
was more  evenly split than  was perhaps  to be expected in a country  w h e r e  
homosexua l i ty  had been  seen both as a threat  to whi te  civilization by the 
Na t iona l  Party g o v e r n m e n t  and  a s " u n - A f r i c a n "  by m a n y  in the  pos t -  
a p a r t h e i d  order .  In the  su rvey  41 p e r c e n t  of Af r i cans  t h o u g h t  t h a t  
homosexual i ty  was un-African.  The public were  split on giving homosexuals  
equal  rights in the const i tu t ion,  wi th  44 percent  against  and 38 percent  in 
favour. However ,  some 46 pe rcen t  of the public  opposed  c r imina l i z ing  
consensua l  gay sex be t ween  adults,  while  38 percent  wan ted  it illegal. On 
an at t i tude index over all 8 quest ions,  48 percent  of the public was rated 
'ant i-gay' ,  34 percent 'p ro-gay ' ,  and 18 percent  in the middle .The  differences 
be tween  the anti-  and pro-gay  groups were  found  to be soc io -economic  
and religious, more  than  racial or political. 

The study also provided rare insight  into public percept ions  of gay-bash-  
ing. A m o n g  the general  public 5 percent  had seen homosexuals  assaul ted,  
and 10 percent  verbal ly insul ted.  According  to the report ,  those likeliest to 
have wi tnessed  abuse were  tert iary educa ted ,  city dwellers ,  and whites .  The 
propor t ion  who  had seen gays abused  were  substant ia l ly  greater  a m o n g  
those  who  actually k n e w  homosexuals .  In this group, 11 percent  had seen  
gays or lesbians physically assaul ted and some 28 percent  (or over one in 
four) had seen them verbally insul ted.  Roughly  half of the sample  (49%) 
though t  that  if a gay or lesbian is bea ten  up, police will give t hem the same 
help as others,  however  just over one fourth (28%) though t  that  h o m o -  
sexuals would  receive less help, while  one fifth (20%) were  not  sure. 

Other  quanti tat ive research shows a dis turbing relat ionship be tween  gay- 
bash ing  and sexual assault  in South  Africa. Theron  (1994) reports  that  22 
percent  of gay hate  cr imes involved the rape of the victim (see Table 1). 
Theron 's  sample  is p r e d o m i n a n t l y  whi te .  Theun inck  (2000) presents  the 
results of his surveys of whi te  gay men  u n d e r  the rubric of pos t - t r aumat ic  
stress disorder.  Part of his a r g u m e n t  is that  gay m e n  th rough  various forms 
of gay bashing,  ranging  from verbal to physical,  exper ience a fairly con-  
stant  state of t rauma.  This has impl icat ions  in terms of the l i terature on 
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Table 1 

Two S o u t h  Afr ican  s u r v e y s  c o m p a r e d  to the  a v e r a g e  o f  s e v e n  s u r v e y s  
c o n d u c t e d  in the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b e t w e e n  1988-1991  

Study 

N 

Men 

Women 

Type of victimisation 

Verbal Abuse 

Threats of Violence 

Property Violence 

Objects thrown 

Followed or chased 

Spaton  

Punched, hit and/or  kicked 

Average of 
seven surveys 
conducted in 
United States 
1988-1991 

397 

333 

230 

85% 

44% 

19% 

25% 

32% 

12% 

19% 

South African 
survey 
(Theron, 1992) 

611 

565 

45 

67% 

39% 

15% 

12% 

32% 

4% 

22% 

South African 
survey 
(Theuninck, 
200o) 

329 

329 

75% 

33% 

16% 

18% 

31% 

8% 

22% 

Weapon assault 8% 8% 9% 

Sexual assault 7% 22% 17% 

Victimised by police - 4% 

fear  of cr ime.  Pain (2000) a r g u e s  tha t  l o w e r  level  f o rms  of  v i o l e n c e  such  as 
h a r a s s m e n t  p r o m o t e  a h i g h e r  d e g r e e  of  fear  w i th  d e b i l i t a t i n g  e f fec t s  on  
the  m a n n e r  in w h i c h  p e o p l e  use  the  city. 

N o  quan t i t a t i ve  su rveys  have  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  w i t h i n  b lack,  c o l o u r e d  and  
As ian  c o m m u n i t i e s .  Qua l i t a t i ve  ev idence ,  h o w e v e r ,  s u g g e s t s  tha t  gay  b a s h -  
ing and  the  p r o m i n e n c e  of rape  is n o t  u n c o m m o n  (Shelver ,  in te rv iew,  2002; 
Vimbela ,  1994). 

P h u m i  M t e t w a ,  an i n t e r im  execu t ive  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r  of  the  N a t i o n a l  
Coa l i t ion  for Gay  and  L e s b i a n  Equa l i t y  w h o  g r e w  up  in K w a - T h e m a ,  re-  
f l ec ted  on  gay and  l e sb i an  e x p e r i e n c e s  of  v i o l e n c e  in f o r m e r  t o w n s h i p s :  

Rape is quite common in the townships  . . . .  The law might be promising us equal- 
ity, but you're dealing with grassroots level radicals who don't  know or care 
about  the law. It is very hard for black lesbians to come out  openly because  of 
African culture. Once a group of boys suspects  so -and-so  is a lesbian she be- 
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comes  a target,  o f ten  for gang - r ape  . . . .  If you  are afraid to tell you  m o t h e r  you ' r e  
a lesbian,  h o w  can you  tell your  s tory  to a male  po l i ceman .  (Exit, 70, 1995) 

In  S o w e t o ,  B e v e r l e y  Di t s i e ,  t h e  f i rs t  l e s b i a n  to  p u b l i c l y  a c k n o w l e d g e  h e r  
s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  r e c o u n t s  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  c o m i n g  o u t  in  h e r  d o c u -  
m e n t a r y ' S i m o n  a n d  I ' .  

Tha t  first [Gay] Pr ide [March] was one  of the bes t  days of my life, bu t  I was on  
TV that  night .  It was a rel igious show and  the pr ies t  was s a y i n g , " t h e s e  p e o p l e  
shou ld  be ki l led".  All of a sudden  I was ge t t ing  fu n n y  looks  f rom p e o p l e  in the  
street .  Oh  o h . . . W h a t  have I d o n e . . . t w o  days la ter  I was s i t t ing in my ro o m w h e n  
I hea rd  voices  ou ts ide  call ing my name.  I ran  into the l ounge  and  my g ra n n y  
o p e n e d  the door  and  told me to hide.  Abou t  t w e n t y  angry  m e n  were  s u r r o u n d -  
ing our  house ,  d e m a n d i n g  that  I come  wi th  t h e m  so they  could  teach  me a les- 
son. The wors t  th ing  was that  they  t h r e a t e n e d  to take my g r a n d m a  if I d idn ' t  go 
with t hem. . . I  was angry  but  mos t ly  at myself ,  I shou ldn ' t  have ma d e  that  speech .  
N o w  I pu t  my who le  family in danger .  I was so ter r i f ied  I cou ldn ' t  leave the  
house  for w e e k s . . . I n  te rms of sexual  v io lence  and  v io lence  agains t  w o m e n  and  
the way w o m e n  are t r ea ted  here.  As soon  as you ' re  anywhere ,  you  got  a danger -  
ous e l e m e n t  r ight  there .  You're always look ing  out  for yourse l f ,  because  any-  
th ing  could  h a p p e n  anyt ime.You know, rape,  be ing  bea t  up, just  be ing  t r ea t ed  
like shit, you k n o w  things.  But coming  out  as a lesbian is even  ha rde r  because  
you  are pu t t i ng  yourse l f  in the f ir ing line . . . .  Any  angry  ma n  will use his ma-  
chismo to try and prove  to you that  you  are s t ra ight  a l t h o u g h  he 's  p rov ing  abso-  
lu te ly  no th in g . . . I  felt that  the gay men,  especia l ly  wi th in  G L O W  were  no t  real ly  
car ing very  m uch  abou t  wha t  became  big lesbian issues like lesbian rape  which  
increased  at a point ,  you know. Where  lesbians  would  be t a rge ted  for rape . . . I  
was living that  life of be ing  afraid to be in the  s treets ,  to go anywhere .  

S imi la r ly ,  M a m a k i  (1993:  1) r e c o u n t s  a t e e n a g e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  f e a r  a n d  
h u m i l i a t i o n  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a g a n g  of  y o u n g  m e n  in  S o w e t o :  

Being a girl in Sowe to  you play safe, f ind safe s t ree ts  to use,  and  I had  mine  just  
like mos t  girls. On  my way to school  and  f rom school  I t u r n e d  a co rne r  w h e r e  
mos t  gangs  h a n g e d  out,  but  for me it was still safe ' cause  I k n e w  some  of the  
guys and it was near  my p lace . . .But  a t ime came w h e n  it was the  mos t  danger -  
ous corner  for me to tu rn  and tha t  was af ter  one  of the guys p r o p o s e d  to me,  
and after  a long  a r g u m e n t  I told h im I was gay. I k n e w  I sh o u l d n ' t  have  said it, 
but  the who le  th ing  was ge t t ing  scary. The fo l lowing  day my lover and myse l f  
t u rn ed  tha t  co rne r  just  to hear  our  n a m e s  and  i m m e d i a t e l y  they  laid eyes on  us 
it s o u n d e d  as if a casse t te  of insul ts  was be ing  played.  Some  were  p ro mi s i n g  to 
rape  us and o the r s  were  p romis ing  to bea t  us up . . . I t  was no t  very  long  after-  
wards  tha t  I was on my way h o m e  f rom school  and I saw six boys I k n e w  h o l d i n g  
sticks. And  s o m e h o w  I k n e w  they  were  co mi n g  for bo th  of us. But I was a lone,  
my lover was still at school  p lay ing  chess.  They  came and  m a d e  a r ing a r o u n d  
me and s ta r ted  us ing  the sticks they  were  hold ing ,  and they  were  swear ing .  I 
d idn ' t  cry for he lp  ' cause  I knew that  n o b o d y  was there  for a ' s i n n e r '  and  an 
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'Aids-bringer', as we were called. I didn't  even try to fight or run. I just stood in 
the circle with tears running down from my eyes. 

Bongie  (Chan  Sam, 1994) a m e m b e r  of the  lesb ian  f o r u m  of the  Gay and  
Lesb ian  Organ i sa t i on  of the  Wi twa te r s r and  (GLOW) descr ibes  s o m e  of the  
t r a u m a  of c o m i n g  out  of the  closet  in Soweto .  

I do wish for lesbians to come out and say,'Yes, we are here! ' I 'm scared to do it 
for myself, but I see many young girls being confused and I want to help. But 
how? Sometimes these tsotsis (gangsters) and these Jackrollers (a notorious 
Soweto gang) go out in gangs and rape women.  The Jackrollers go particularly 
for lesbians, and when they catch one they say,'We'll put you right. 'So it's really 
dangerous for a young woman living in the townships to be open as a lesbian. 

3. TOWARDS AN UNDERSTANDING OF HOMOPHOBIC VIOLENCE 
IN JOHANNESBURG AND ITS SURROUNDS 

Methodology 

It is exceedingly  difficult to do research on h o m o p h o b i c  v io lence  par t icular ly  
in the  context  of a cul ture  of v io lence .  Black gays and  lesb ians  are unde r -  
r e p r e s e n t e d  in v io lence  research.  In in te rv iews  wi th  staff f rom the  Lesb ian  
and  Gay Equali ty Project,  this re luc tance  to repor t  was ascr ibed to the  bel ief  
t h a t  po l i ce  off ic ia ls  are o f t e n  c o m p l i c i t  w i t h  t he  p e r p e t r a t o r s ,  if n o t  
pe rpe t r a to r s  themse lves .  This was born  ou t  in a w o r k s h o p  on g a y - b a s h i n g  
in K w a - T h e m a  where  d i scuss ions  a r o u n d  s econda ry  v ic t imisa t ion  ind ica t ed  
that  hospi ta l  and  pol ic ing staff of ten r idiculed gay -bash ing  vict ims and  m a d e  
der is ive  c o m m e n t s  abou t  the i r  sexuali ty.  In t e rv i ews  were  h e l d  w i t h  key 
i n f o r m a n t s  f rom the  Equal i ty  Project  and  wi th  the  fo rmer  c o - o r d i n a t o r  of 
the  Equal i ty  Project ,  (who  was  also the  c o n v e n e r  of t he  P i n k  P a n t h e r s  
c o m m u n i t y  po l ic ing  group) .  Cases  r e p o r t e d  to the  Equal i ty  Projec t  were  
rev iewed by Equali ty Project  staff. G e n e r a l i s e d  survey q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  we re  
u sed  to m a i n t a i n  the  a n o n y m i t y  of the  c o m p l a i n a n t s .  N e w s p a p e r  r epor t s  
in the  gay and  m a i n s t r e a m  press  were  rev iewed.  Finally, w o r k s h o p s  a r o u n d  
h o m o p h o b i c  v i o l e n c e  in K w a - T h e m a  w e r e  a t t e n d e d  a n d  f o l l o w  up  
in terv iews were  c o m p l e t e d  wi th  11 a t t endees .  Ten m o r e  in te rv iews  were  
c o m p l e t e d  in Soweto .  Both  sets of in te rv iews  were  c o m p l e t e d  in is iZulu,  
seSotho ,  and  Engl ish  wi th  the  he lp  of two research  ass i s tan ts  w h o  were  
par t  of t he  lesb ian  and  gay c o m m u n i t i e s  in each  area. W h e r e  r equ i red ,  



108 URBAN FORUM 

interviews were  t rans la ted  into English. The interviews were  then  g rouped  
into themes .  

The Statistics 

The South  Afr ican Police Service does  no t  collect  s tat is t ics  w i th in  the  
categories  of homophobic ,  xenophobic  or racially mot iva ted  hate  cr imes 
( Ina  du  P l e s s i s ,  C r i m e  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  A n a l y s i s  C e n t r e ,  e - m a i l  
comm u n ica t i on ) .  Survey ques t i onna i r e s  (see table 2) c o m p l e t e d  by the  
Equality Project for the years 2001 and 2002 indicate  a h igher  level of sexual 
assault  as an e l emen t  of homophob ic  violence.  An analysis of these  statistics 
mus t  come with  two caveats a t tached.  Firstly, many  of the communi t i e s  
most  affected by violence do not  report  to the Equali ty Project because  they 
are afraid of making  any formal complaint ,  hence  the interviews in township  
areas. Second,  the sample  size is small and therefore  cannot  be general ized.  
The statistics do open  up an agenda  for ongo ing  research of h o m o p h o b i c  
violence in South Africa. 

There were  a total of 25 inc iden t s  wi th  42 victims (see table 2a). Most  of 
these  were  pe rpe t ra ted  against  a single victim, but a substant ia l  p ropor t ion  
(44%) involved two or more victims (table 2b). The n u m b e r  of perpe t ra tors  
and victims in the incidents  were  evenly dis t r ibuted be tween  the catego-  
ries of one perpe t ra tor  to one victim; and mult iple  perpet ra tors  to mult iple  
victims. Slightly more  cases were  repor ted  with  more  than one perpe t ra tor  
and 40 percent  of the incidents  involved four or more  perpetra tors .  This 
would  suggest  that  gay bash ing  often occurs in the context  of gang  vio- 
lence. The bulk of victims were  w o m e n  (table 2f). The perpe t ra tors  of these  
incidents  are p r edominan t ly  men  (table 2h). The fol lowing most  d o m i n a n t  
ca tegory is w o m e n  on w o m e n  violence (20%). The in te rv iewees  did not  
men t i o n  violence be tween  women .  This requires  fur ther  research a t tent ion.  
Contrary  to t rends in other  countr ies ,  v iolence be tween  m e n  accounts  for 
only 12 percent  of the sample.Violence against  t r ansgendered  people  makes  
up 20 percent  of the incidents .  

The major i ty  of cases took place  in the  cen t ra l  bus ines s  d is t r ic t  of 
J o h a n n e s b u r g  ( table  2j) and  in s u b u r b a n  a reas  (all a reas  o u t s i d e  of 
Johannesburg  not  located in townships) .  Whi le  many  (28.6%) of the inci- 
dents  took place at gay bars (table 2k) or in a space which  was overtly iden-  
tified as having  gay people  in it, a s ignif icant  n u m b e r  (35.7%) of the cases 
occurred in spaces familiar to the victim; their  own home  or their  family's 
home.  The next impor tan t  locat ional  ca tegory is public space. Interest ingly,  
none  of the incidents  were  reported in the tradit ional  cruising areas of Delta, 
Emmarent ia ,  Zoo Lake and Rhodes  Park. The statistic of 7.1 percent  of the 
inc idents  taking place in the perpetra tor ' s  h o m e  reflects a f lagrant  disre- 
gard for any legal consequence .  
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In m o s t  cases there  were  mu l t ip l e  fo rms  of v io lence  p e r p e t r a t e d  aga ins t  
the  vic t im (table 21). The form of v io lence  in m o s t  cases was verbal  abuse  
(92%). Scuff les ,  i n c l u d i n g  the  pu l l i ng  of  c lo thes ,  s l a p p i n g  and  the  pu l l i ng  
of hai r  m a d e  up  40 p e r c e n t  of  the  cases .  O b j e c t s  w e r e  t h r o w n  in 20 p e r c e n t  
of the  cases  and  se r ious  phys ica l  a s sau l t  t o o k  p lace  in 20 p e r c e n t  of  the  
cases .  Dis tu rb ing ly ,  32 p e r c e n t  of  the  ca se s  i nvo lved  sexua l  assau l t .  O n e  of  
t h e s e  cases  was  p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t  a m a n .  

Tab le  2 

A n a l y s i s  of  S u r v e y  o f  C a s e s  R e p o r t e d  to  t h e  E q u a l i t y  
P r o j e c t  2001 /2002  

!Table 2a: N u m b e r  of incidents  and victims 
Total number of incidents 25 

I Total number of victims 42 

Table 2b: N u m b e r  of victims 
1 2 3 4 .. 5 
14 7 3 0 1 

Table 2c: Gender  
Male % 
5 11.9 

of victim 
Female % 
31 73.8 

Transgendered % 
6 14.3 

TOTAL 

42 

Table 2d: Race of victim 
Black % White % 
20 47.6 10 23.8 

Asian % Coloured % TOTAL 
3 7.1 9 21.4 42 

Table 2e: N u m b e r  of perpe t ra tors  
1 2 3 4 
11 2 1 5 

>4<10 Unknown 

5 1 

Table 2f: Gender  of perpe t ra to  r 

Male I °/o Female % ] TOTAL 
50 78.1 14 21.9 64 

Table 2g: Race of perpe t ra tor  
Black % White % Asian % 
23 35.9 24 37.5 0 0.0 

Coloured 
17 

% 

26.6 

TOTAL 

64 
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Table 2h: G e n d e r e d  c o m p o s i t i o n  of v io lence  
Female victim - male perpetrator  
Female victim - female perpetrator  
Male victim - male perpetrator  
Transgendered victim - male perpetrator  
Transgendered victim - female perpetrator  
Total number  of incidents 

12 48.0% 
5 20.0% 
3 12.0% 
4 16.0% 
1 4.0% 
25 100.00% 

Table 2i: N u m b e r  of v ic t ims  and  p e r p e t r a t o r s  
Single victim - single perpetrator  
Single victim - multiple perpetrators  
Multiple victims - multiple perpetrators 
Multiple victims - single perpetrator  
Multiple victims - unknown  number  of perpetrators  
Total number  of incidents 

10 40.0% 
4 16.0% 
9 36.0% 
1 4.0% 

25 
4.0% 

100.0% 

!Table 2j: Loca t ion  
Johannesburg CBD 
Former township 
Suburb 

11 

10 

44.0% 
16.0% 
40.0% 

TOTAL 25 100.0% 

Table 2k: Type of loca t ion  
A gay bar 
Del ta /Emmarent ia /Zoo Lake/Rhodes Park 
Another  park 
A place frequented by gay people other than a bar? 
Another  public space 
At victim's home 

25.0% 

At family home 

0.0% 
3.6% 
3.6% 

25.0% 
6 21.4% 

At perpetrator 's  home 2 7.1% 
4 14.3% 
28 TOTAL (2 cases multiple location) 100.0% 

Table 21: Type of a t tack  
Type of violence 

Verbal abuse 
Throwing objects at victim 
Scuffle (pulling clothing and/or hair) 
Robbery 
Physical assault 

No. of 
incidents 

23 

10 

Percentage of 
overall number 
of incidents of 
violence (n = 55) 

41.8% 
9.1% 

18.2% 

Percentage of 
total number 
of cases 
(n = 25) 
92% 
20% 
40% 

3 5.5% 12% 
9.1% 20% 5 

Rape 8 14.5% 32% 
Murder 1 1.8% 5% 
TOTAL 55 100.0% 
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Cruising for a Bruising: Gay Bashing in the Press 

The relat ionship be tween  cruising in certain parks and gay -bash ing  is wel l -  
d o c u m e n t e d  in p o p u l a r  gay p u b l i c a t i o n s  and  the  g e n e r a l  p ress .  The 
combinat ion  of casual sex and violence provides the mater ial  for sensa t ional  
stories. For example,  the gay publ icat ion,  Exit (2001) no t ed  that  about  ten  
cases of gay-bash ing  a m o n t h  were  repor ted  to the Parkview Police Station,  
a figure that  is seen  to be grossly inaccura te .  Accord ing  to the h e a d  of 
commun i ty  policing in the prec inc t :"They are easy prey and 99.9 percen t  of 
cases are not  repor ted"  (Exit, 70, 1995: 8). 

Two w e l l - k n o w n  cruis ing sites, the Zoo Lake and Emmaren t i a  Dam fall 
wi th in  the jur isdict ion of the Parkview Police Station.  Many  m e n  w h o  fre- 
quent  these areas are marr ied  or o therwise  ident i fy  themse lves  not  as gay, 
but as 'men  w h o  have sex wi th  men ' .  These m e n  are the 'soft targets '  w h o  
are most  susceptible to extort ion and least  likely to repor t  an assaul t  for 
fear of being 'exposed ' .  Three t hemes  emerge  in these  articles: firstly, gay 
men  are vulnerable  to crime. Criminals  view gay m e n  as easy targets  be-  
cause they are regarded  as weaker  and are less likely to report  the  cr ime as 
it will publicly out  them.  Secondly,  there  are very few aff luent  peop le  in 
Johannesburg  who  would  f requent  isolated areas after d a r k - - g a y  m e n  thus  
become  lucrative targets for robbery. While  these  kinds of at tacks are spe- 
cifically di rected at gay men,  they are not  necessar i ly  p red ica ted  by ho-  
mophobia .  Thirdly, it shows the c o m m i t m e n t  of certain police s ta t ions  to 
the gay communi ty .  There have, however ,  been  vicious gay -bash ing  inci- 
dents  in these areas, inc luding  the murde r  of gay men.  

Cruising, Cottaging and Renting 

Articles in the gay press in the last decade  serve as warn ings  and,  in some 
instances,  moral i ty tales about  the risks of engag ing  in sex in public wi th  
s t rangers .  S i m u l t a n e o u s l y  they  g l amor i s e  and  erot ic ise  d a n g e r  " . . . t h e  
e l e m e n t s  of d a n g e r  and  d i scove ry  s e e m  to inc i te  such  r isqu6 sexua l  
behaviour"  (Exit, 132: 5) ."With the cr ime rate at the level it is, f r equen t ing  
dark and unsafe areas is pu t t ing  not  only your  hea l th  at risk, but  also your  
life. However ,  boys will be boys" (Exit, 131: 1). 

Articles are often accompan ied  by erotic pictures  or i l lustrated wi th  sto-  
ries that have a salacious edge.  As journal is t  Karen  Lotter  admi ts  about  her  
own article ent i t led"Boys  of the Night" :  

This story may sound like some sensationalistic piece of garbage dished up for a 
gay porn magazine. (Gay SA, 3: 3). 
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Photographs of men in provocative poses are juxtaposed with grim headlines 
such as"Gay Murders areYou Next? ' ,"Death Rap: Cruising Turns to Bruising" 
and "When is 'Rent'  Safe?" 

In addition, implicit in the articles is a judgement  about the closeted 
nature of many men who frequent public spaces in search of sex. "What 
these men will have to live with, however, is the idea of having abandoned 
someone who may very well have suffered greatly because of their neglect" 
(Exit, 132: 5). 

The gay press in South Africa has a predominantly white, male reader- 
ship. The emphasis on cruising precludes a detailed analysis of the prob- 
lem from different perspectives. Firstly, the focus on the relat ionship 
between public spaces and violent attacks by strangers denies the frequency 
of attacks by family and acquaintances. Furthermore, the problem of do- 
mestic violence is concealed. According to the Equality Project domestic 
violence is increasingly reported to them. Second, gay men cruise in 
Johannesburg and so the targeting of lesbians remains under-reported in 
the press. The emphasis on a particular readership reinforces the culture of 
silence in lesbian circles and in black gay communities. 

Bashings in Kwa-Thema 

Kwa-Thema, a township on the outskirts of Springs, east of Johannesburg 
has an established anti-apartheid and gay activist history. According to 
Paddy Nhlapo (Archival Source AM2894; Gay and Lesbian Archives of South 
Africa; Historical Papers; UWL), a gay man and youth activist during the 
height of apartheid, 

Some of the guys from the liberation movement  wanted to start some 
kind of gay bashing campaign and I had to go through a harsh time of 
convincing people and lobbying people. 

Paddy and other gay and lesbian activists who worked in political struc- 
tures were able to convince the 'comrades'  in the area that this would be 
counter  productive.  By the early 1990s the local gay communi ty  had 
organised itself into the strongest and most active branch of the Gay and 
Lesbian Organisation of the Witwatersrand (GLOW). The organisation 
aligned itself with the anti-apartheid movement.  However, subsequently 
an elder of the local gay community, British Sgxabai, was killed by a family 
member in a homophobic attack.Violence against lesbians and gay men in 
the area escalated until, in 2001, a public meet ing was called by local gay 
and lesbian activists to address the problem. The local branch of the Afri- 
can National Congress, the South African Communist  Party, the local gay 
and lesbian organisation, parents, representatives of community structures 
and social organisations met in the Kwa-Thema community hall to discuss 
the problem and seek solutions. Concerns raised at the meeting dealt with 
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lack of commun i ty  support ,  i nadequa te  social services and hea l th  care, po- 
lice complici ty and problems exper ienced  by the parents and families of gay 
men. Ten attendees of the meet ing were subsequently interviewed in depth. 

Sexual Assault 

A high n u m b e r  of the in te rv iewees  descr ibed their  exper iences  of rape and 
a t t empted  rape. W h e n  leaving a tavern, A (a gay man)  was fo l lowed by 
three  men  who,  a rmed  wi th  knives,  accosted him. They not iced  that  he was 
wear ing  unusua l  shoes ," . . ,  un fo r tuna te ly  my shoes  were  ladies shoes . 'They  
made  h im strip to check w h e t h e r  he was a stabane. He was subsequen t ly  
bea ten  and raped by all three  perpet ra tors .  As a survival strategy, the victim 
convinced two of the perpet ra tors  to engage  in th igh  sex. The third rapist  
insis ted on anal sex, but chased  the others  away. 

In South  Africa, the major i ty  of sexual v iolence is pe rpe t ra t ed  by some-  
one k n o w n  to the victim (Rape Crisis, 10 April 2002). This statistic was re- 
flected in the interview with  B (a gay man) who  was raped by a ch i ldhood  
acquain tance  dur ing  the day. As in the first case, the victim was leaving a 
tavern. The perpet ra tor  offered to walk home  wi th  h im and severely as- 
saul ted and raped him. Despi te  knowledge  of the perpe t ra tors  identi ty,  B's 
case was not  taken seriously." ...I took fur ther  steps because  I k n e w  w h e r e  
he was staying. I knew his parents ,  I knew everything.  Then it h a p p e n e d  
that  w h e n  I took fur ther  steps it was  like I am playing or I am jok ing . . . t he  
pol ice . . . took  it very light, very l i gh t . 'C  (a gay man)  was also assaul ted  and 
raped by someone  k n o w n  to him. While visiting the perpet ra tor  at his home,  
he was locked in, bea ten  with  an iron rod and raped in the bedroom.  The 
victim only repor ted  the inc ident  to the police after he had been  raped 
several t imes and the same man  had raped his friend. The victim explains 
his re luctance to repor t , " . . . a f te r  he f inished to rape me, I wen t  to my place.  
I was scared to tell t hem wha t  happened .  I saw myself. I don ' t  be long  to 
the boy's life. What  he did, it was nice that  t i m e . ' T h e  victim exper ienced  
confusion a round  the perpe t ra tor ' s  culpabil i ty as he felt a degree  of physi-  
cal pleasure in the rape and subsequen t ly  came out  to himself  as be ing  gay. 
F met  a man  at a party and wen t  home  with  him. The man  tr ied to rape 
him, 'but  he was not  that  successful ' .  The next day he escaped and  w e n t  to 
the police. 

Gang Violence 

Lesbians are often vict imised by gangs. D (a lesbian) had  also been  dr ink ing  
alcohol at a shebeen  (tavern). She was walk ing  h o m e  wi th  a f r iend w h e n  
they were  at tacked by a group of th i r teen  men.  Her  fr iend was hit on the 
head  and she was raped by twelve of the men.  The th i r t een th  took her  to 
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his house,  but  did not  rape her. As in A's exper ience  there  is an e l emen t  of 
gender  subvers ion involved in the mot iva t ion  for the attack. D s ta ted that  
the perpe t ra tors  had called her  a"soccer  p layer"which  has the conno ta t ion  
of a " m a s c u l i n e - l o o k i n g "  w o m a n .  E (a lesbian)  r e p o r t e d  tha t  she had  
i n t e r v e n e d  in an i n c i d e n t  w h e r e  a n o t h e r  w o m a n  was  be ing  sexua l ly  
harassed.  The harasser  r e tu rned  with  a group of m e n  who  called t h e m  
stabane, hit her  over the head  with a brick, beat  her  fr iend with a gun and 
physically assaul ted both  of them.  

Police and Health Services Responses 

Police responses  in most  of the cases were  u n s y m p a t h e t i c  and are best  
descr ibed  as s econda ry  vic t imisat ion.  Some r e s p o n d e n t s  do not  r epor t  
incidents  to the police because,  based on wha t  they  have heard  about  o ther  
people 's  experiences,  they  did not  expect  to be taken  seriously: 

Interviewer: Why didn't you tell the police? 
A: Who was going to believe that? 

G [a gay man]: We didn't think of going to the police. It's just that the police 
don't take us seriously, they think that we are playing or that 
we look stupid. 

H [a lesbian]: When you tell the police that you are gay, they don't help us, 
they just laugh at us. 

The in terviewees  also repor ted  that  they  feared reprisal from the perpe-  
trators if they  repor ted  the crime to the police. In the case of E, she felt that  
the assailants would  accost her  at school if she spoke about  the incident .  

B describes a typical case of secondary  vict imisat ion.  In the wake of a 
violent  rape, the police in the charge office subjected the compla inan t  to 
public ridicule: 

B: The other one say to another one; hey come this side, come listen to this. 
'Oh! This is funny, repeat again what you have just said to me. 'And that one 
went to fetch other police to come listen to this...Ja, you know when I left 
that police station, it was like I didn't know whether I had been raped or 
not...it was fun to them... 

C had a similar experience after repor t ing his exper ience of r epea ted  rape 
to the police: 

C: I just blamed myself. Why did I go there in the first place? After I left the 
place, they were laughing at me and making jokes about me. 

In the case of F, who repor ted  an a t t emp ted  rape, the police though t  that  
he was lying and the case was not  fol lowed up. At the public mee t i ng  an 
activist summar i s ed  the difficulties of report ing:  
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We have four cases of rape at the moment .  At the police station they just take 
your case and if you ask for privacy to report your case, they do not grant it to 
you. The way they assess your s tatement is that they ask if you are gay. If you say 
you are lesbian they ask you, 'why do you want to be a man?'  

In one  case a y o u n g  m a n  w h o  h a d  b e e n  r aped  h a d  ini t ial ly had  a s imilar  
exper ience  wi th  male  pol ice  officers. He s u b s e q u e n t l y  s o u g h t  ou t  a w o m a n  
inspec to r  w h o  took  his case se r ious ly  and  s u p p o r t e d  h im.  

Hea l th  service r e s p o n s e s  to rape as soc ia ted  wi th  g a y - b a s h i n g  are dis-  
turb ing .  There  is a h igh  HIV risk w i th  v ic t ims  r e p o r t i n g  tha t  n e i t h e r  lubri-  
cants  nor  c o n d o m s  were  used .  At  the  K w a - T h e m a  publ ic  m e e t i n g  it was  
r epo r t ed  tha t  ant i - re t rovi ra l  m e d i c a t i o n  was  no t  m a d e  available to v ic t ims  
at hospi ta ls .  Many  of the  v ic t ims s h o w  a lack of awarenes s  of the  p s y c h o -  
logical effects of the  t r a u m a  they  have  expe r i enced .  In in terv iews,  however ,  
these  effects were  appa ren t .  Many  of the  v ic t ims  were  re luc tance  to tell 
a n y o n e , " I t  was  like I d idn ' t  even  tell anybody,  I was  so a s h a m e d " .  E still 
feels the  physical  effects of he r  a s sau l t , " . . . a s  s o o n  as I got  in jured ,  maybe  I 
am mad .  Because it's like I 'm  crazy. So tha t ' s  w h y  s o m e t i m e s  I get  pa ins . "  

Responses 

B charac ter i ses  the  resi l ience of m a n y  of the  v ic t ims  of v io lence .  After  b e i n g  
sco rned  by the  police,  B r econs t ruc t s  h imse l f  as a s t r onge r  pe r son .  "No  
ins tead  I was  s t rong.  I b e c a m e  a real w o m a n  in a cer ta in  way".  A m o r e  
posi t ive  exper ience  of the  pol ice  was r e p o r t e d  w h e n  one  of the  v ic t ims  was  
acc ompa n ie d  by a ve te ran  gay activist. Lesbians  have fo rmed  s u p p o r t  g roups  
and  in s o m e  cases have f o r m e d  defens ive  t eams  (Exit 70, 1995). In several  
cases of a t t e m p t e d  assault ,  gays and  lesb ians  have  f o u g h t  back physical ly.  
In one  case, a w o m a n  beat  he r  t o r m e n t o r  on  the  h e a d  wi th  a brick after  
be ing  called a stabane. Two lesbians  w h o  ran a gay f r iendly  s h e b e e n  t h w a r t e d  
an at tack by three  m e n  w h o  had  h i d d e n  in their  house  by bea t ing  and  f in ing  
t h e m  five h u n d r e d  rand  in exchange  for no t  r e p o r t i n g  t h e m  to the  police.  
W h e n  asked  why  they  d idn ' t  r epo r t  the  case to the  police,  t hey  repl ied,  
" . . .we  be t te r  f ight  for ourse lves" .  

Bashings in Soweto 

In the  late 1980s the  first d i scuss ions  a r o u n d  the  f o r m a t i o n  of an inc lus ive  
gay and  lesbian o rgan i sa t ion  were  he ld  a t ' M h l a n g a  Rocks ' ,  a gay - f r i end ly  
s h e b e e n  in Soweto .  Today Sowe to  has  b e c o m e  h o m e  to a n u m b e r  of gay 
and  lesbian  g roups  and  social spaces  such as lesb ian  soccer  clubs and  gay 
netbal l  teams;  shebeens ;  ca te r ing  g roups  and  lesbian  poli t ical  o rgan i sa t i ons  
such as Nka teko .  Soweto  also has  a level of v io l en t  cr ime m a n i f e s t e d  in 
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h igh  rates  of v io lence  aga ins t  w o m e n .  As no r e sea rch  has  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  
on the  effect  of d o m e s t i c  and  s t r ange r  v io lence  aga in s t  w o m e n  on fear  of 
c r ime ,  it is d i f f i cu l t  to s i t u a t e  t he  r e s u l t s  o f  th i s  r e s e a r c h .  H o w e v e r ,  
h o m o p h o b i c  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w o m e n ,  c a n n o t  be s e p a r a t e d  f rom o t h e r  
v io lence  aga ins t  w o m e n .  The i n t e n s e  a n d  pervas ive  fear  of v io lence  t h a t  
m o s t  w o m e n  exper i ence  is c o m p o u n d e d  by sexual  iden t i ty :  

W h e n  you  are a l e sb ian  y o u  fear  as b o t h  a w o m a n  a n d  a gay w o m a n  (Q). 

Rape 

Bev Dits ie  c o m m e n t s  t ha t  at one  t ime  l e sb ians  were  speci f ica l ly  t a r g e t e d  
for sexual  assaul t .  As in the  K w a - T h e m a  in te rv iews ,  l e sb ians  in S o w e t o  in-  
d i ca t ed  tha t  the re  was a h igh  level of t h r ea t s  of rape,  a t t e m p t e d  rape  a n d  
rape in i nc iden t s  of h o m o p h o b i c  v io lence .  

M: ...I met three men. They greeted and I responded. They offered to take me 
halfway, but I refused. One said I was being cheeky. One walked faster to 
overtake me. The other two were behind me. One burnt me with a cigarette 
on my arm while the other two were holding my hands tightly. They closed 
my mouth  and started raping me. They all took turns. When they were fin- 
ished, they walked away... Two weeks before my rape, I was on TV on the 
Take 5 talk-show. So many people in the location saw me and many people 
know that I am lesbian. So I believe these boys knew about me because they 
don't  stray far away from home. 

Whi le  t rave l l ing  on a t rain f rom J o h a n n e s b u r g  to Soweto ,  th ree  l e sb i ans  
and  a gay m a n  were  c o n f r o n t e d  by a k n i f e - w i e l d i n g  gang.  K na r r a t e s  the  
story:  

K: Here in the township, mostly boys have a problem. They test us, by propos- 
ing love to us. They want to see our reaction . . . .  He called me a bitch. I was 
hurt, I asked him, who's a bitch? He said we annoy him because we think we 
are boys. They said they were going to kill the gay man and rape us . . . .  These 
boys saw us by our dress code that we are lesbians and the gay man had a 
hairstyle... 

J: ...I visited my girlfriend. In the streets she wanted to kiss me and I stopped 
her. I knew that people were probably looking at us. Two guys approached 
us. I told my girlfriend to go back to her home. One of the guys said he was 
going to punish me because I think I am a boy . . . .  I escaped. I ran back to my 
girlfriend's home. I fought because I promised myself that if I ever get raped 
again, I will kill myself. 

H: He was drunk and determined to prove a point. We started fighting. When 
things got hotter, I realised that I was being overpowered by the boys. I was 
hopeless because they are boys and they were may. Fortunately 10111 (po- 
lice rescue) showed up and I ran away. 
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Lesbians as a Threat to Masculinity 

A cen t r a l  t h e m e  e m e r g e s  f r o m  the  i n t e r v i e w s ,  boys  a n d  m e n  p e r c e i v e  
l esb ians  as t h r e a t e n i n g  to the i r  mascu l in i ty .  This m a n i f e s t e d  in two  ways:  
(1) sexual  r ivalry and  (2) p u n i s h m e n t  [ lesbians  were  p u n i s h e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
are more  m a s c u l i n e - l o o k i n g  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  are sexua l ly  unava i l ab le ] .  

H: In my location, a group of boys call themselves the ' top  bouncers ' .  They have 
a problem about me dating girls.They propose any girl they think I 'm dating. 
They are always after my case, but I ignore them. 

N: When I was at school I was punched by a boy who thought  I was 
going out with his girlfriend 

J: One of the guys said that he was going to punish me because I think I am a 
boy. 

L: . . . they say I have two sexual organs 
Q: Then he found out that I was a lesbian. And then he started, you know how 

men are, when they find out that  you are a lesbian, especially straight men, 
when they find out that you are a lesbian, then they'll  start saying things 
that, urn, they can show you how you should be treated and then if you want  
the real thing and all that. Those are insult ing statements.  And they say you 
don't  know what you are missing. Which they don't  unders tand  that you re- 
ally don't  need that. 

R: This guy walks in he's a gangster he's a car thief, right. He comes directly to 
me and says to me and I don' t  even know him, okay. He says ,"No I must  
speak to you right now, come. 'We go outside, we sit in front of the door, he 
says to me."Why don't  you leave my girlfriend the fuck alone? Because my 
girlfriend is the one you are with right now" . . . .  [Later] I walked to the bal- 
cony [on the eleventh floor] . . .and he comes out onto the balcony and he 
says that this is going to be very painless. I am not going to shoot you, I am 
just going to ask you to jump. 

Public Reaction 

Sexual  v io lence  is so pervasive,  in m a n y  c o m m u n i t i e s  it is n o r m a l i s e d .  M a n y  
of the  i n t e rv i ewees  c o m m e n t e d  on publ ic  a p a t h y  and  c o m p l i c i t y  w i t h  the  
a t t ackers .  

J: I tried to run away to the taxis but one woman told the driver to leave me 
because I knew the guy [the attacker]. He tore my sweater and hit me with a 
fist. 

K: They said they were going to kill the gay man and rape us.They left the coach. 
When they came back they were six. They took knives out, people left to the 
next coach. Nobody interfered or stopped them. 

At t imes,  however ,  the  v ic t ims  were  a s s i s t ed  by the  publ ic .  J m a n a g e d  
to escape  t e m p o r a r i l y  w h e n  a p a s s e r b y  d i s t r ac t ed  he r  a t tacker .  K's exper i -  
ence  was  i n t e r r u p t e d  w h e n  an  a r m e d  civil ian b o a r d e d  the  t ra in  a n d  in ter -  
vened .  
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Police Responses 

Police were  v i ewed  by all of the  w o m e n  in t e rv i ewed  in Sowe to  wi th  d e e p  
m i s t r u s t  a n d  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  t h o u g h t  to be i n e f f i c i e n t ,  u n c a r i n g  a n d  
h o m o p h o b i c :  

H: Police are the last people we think of in the location. They do not do their 
job. Even if you report a case, nothing will be done about it. 

M had  a mixed  r e sponse  wi th  secur i ty  services. She  called e m e r g e n c y  
services after be ing  raped  by th ree  men ,  bu t  they  failed to r e spond .  Her  
pas to r  took  her  to a specia l i sed  rape uni t  in the  inner -c i ty  the  next  day and  
they  a t t e n d e d  to the  case. However ,  t hey  were  unab le  to p rov ide  her  w i th  
ant i - re t rovira l  med ica t ion  and  she was advised to pu rchase  it f rom the phar-  
macy. The s tate  does  no t  provide  ant i - re t rovi ra ls  to w o m e n  w h o  have b e e n  
raped  and  has  act ively d i s cou raged  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  o rgan i sa t ions  f rom 
d i s t r ibu t ing  ant i - re t rovi ra ls  to rape vic t ims in s tate  hospi ta ls .  She was un -  
able to afford the  med ica t ion .  

Perhaps  the  m o s t  te l l ing r e sponse  was  Q's: 

]Incredulous silence; raucous laughter throughout] Of course not! I go to the police 
and the police are going to make a joke about me. And they would just see that 
we are two woman, and they will say that we are wasting their time [more laugh- 
ter]. So I never. You see with the system and still if you go to report the case 
you'll find two [police]men probably they'll be homophobic  too, they'll be like 
lots of people are very homophobic,  so they will not take your case. 

Responses 

The w o m e n  r epor t ed  four  r e sponse s  to the  h igh  inc idence  of g a y - b a s h i n g  
in Sowe to .  M a n y  took  re fuge  in the i r  family.  O t h e r s  s u g g e s t e d  c o p i n g  
s t ra tegies  such as wa lk ing  in g roups  at n ight .  In k e e p i n g  wi th  the  r e s p o n s e s  
of K w a - T h e m a  gays and  lesbians,  m a n y  called for publ ic  educa t ion .  Lastly, 
s ince the  pol ice  were  v iewed  as w e a k  and  ineff icient ,  a few of the  w o m e n  
car r ied  or w a n t e d  to carry w e a p o n s .  We focus  on  two of t h e s e  c o p i n g  
s t ra tegies  in more  detail:  

Family 

Many  of the  w o m e n  r epor t ed  tha t  the i r  famil ies  were  very suppor t ive .  
An u n k n o w n  g u n m a n  sho t  at L and  she was lucky to escape  wi th  her  life 
w h e n  the  gun  j a m m e d .  She be l ieved  tha t  the  m o t i v a t i o n  for the  u n p r o -  



Understanding Systemic Violence 119 

voked attack was her sexuality. Her  g randfa the r  is a t radi t ional  hea ler  and  
she believes that  he pro tec ted  her. 

L: My grandfather said he is the one who made the gun jam and I was saved...I 
did get support from my family, because I am the only child my mother has. 
She loves, protects and treasures me. 

H m e n t i o n e d  that  he r " fami ly  suppor ted  me as always. They never  b lame 
it on me".  J's family had a mixed response .  On the one h a n d  they said tha t  
the incident  was a result  of going out at night .  On the o ther  hand,  she 
reports  t h a t " t h e y  were hur t  that  it happened .  They never  t hough t  of coun-  
selling or talking to me about  it". While there  was some suppor t  for vic- 
tims, there was also blaming.  Q reports  that  her  sister r e s p o n d e d  by saying 
that  she should be extra careful and that  she should  k n o w  bet ter  t han  to 
f launt  her  sexuality in public. 

Public Education 

Public educa t ion  was seen  by the major i ty  of the i n t e rv i ewees  f rom 
Soweto  and Kwa-Therna as a panacea.  

H: People must be taught about gay and lesbian lifestyles and issues. 
K: People should not discriminate against us, we are human too...They need to 

learn acceptance and know that we are here to stay. 
M: The community must be taught about lesbians. We have a right to live. Con- 

stitutional rights are just in papers, people do not know anything about them. 
There should be more education on TV and radio. 

L: The community should be taught about gay and lesbian lifestyles and they 
should know that we are created by God. 

O: The hate crimes piss me off. People need to be educated. 

There has been an unp receden ted  proliferation of media  coverage of sexu- 
ality in general  and gay and lesbian issues in particular.  While  a n u m b e r  of 
gay people  are positive in their  response  to television and radio talk shows,  
w h e t h e r  these have the effect of fur ther  s t igmat is ing gay m e n  and lesbians 
t h rough  a sensa t ional i sed  o the r ing  or w h e t h e r  they  are beneficial  public 
educa t ion  forums is debatable .  While talk shows  are of ten  cited as a cata-  
lyst for coming out to family members ,  one of the r e s p o n d e n t s  was gang  
raped short ly after appear ing  on a magaz ine  p r o g r a m m e  on gay and  les- 
bian youth.  

Policing Hate Crimes in South Africa 

In 1993, Glen Retief pa in ted  a bleak picture of gay -bash ing  in re la t ion to 
gay men.  Until  1998, a host  of legislat ion conce rn ing  same-sex  activity was 



12 0 URBAN FOR UM 

on the South  African statute  books. The most  extensive powers  ves ted  in 
the police were  in their  deal ings with  the crime of sodomy. Sodomy was 
inc luded as a Schedule  1 offence in terms of the Criminal  Procedures  Act 
(51 of 1977), a long with  murder ,  rape and fraud. In terms of Schedule  1 
offences police were  pe rmi t t ed  to arrest, w i thou t  a warrant ,  any pe r son  
suspec ted  of commi t t ing  sodomy. Most  chillingly, it also au thor i sed  the 
killing of a person  reasonably  suspected of having commi t t ed  sodomy w h e n  
that  person  could not  be arrested or p reven ted  from fleeing. 

Gays and lesbians not  only had to con tend  wi th  a police force that  wou ld  
charge t hem if they repor ted  a gay-re la ted  incident ,  but  they were  often 
subjected to police raids. Police were  also k n o w n  to f requent  w e l l - k n o w n  
cruising areas and to make  arrests if propos i t ioned.  Gay m e n  were  often 
told that  if they did not  admit  guilt, they  would  be exposed in the media .  In 
the eighties,  the South African media  served to create a par t icular ly ho-  
mophob ic  cl imate wi th  a n u m b e r  of homosexua l  paedoph i l e  stories. Fi- 
nally, the use of t h e " h o m o s e x u a l  p a n i c ' d e f e n c e  in several cases of m u r d e r  
of gay m e n  and the subsequen t  len iency of judges  serves as an indicator  of 
the degree  to which  homophob i c  discourses  were  normal i sed  at the t ime. 

In 1998 the Const i tu t ional  Court  declared all laws that  cr iminal ized sex 
be tween  m e n  uncons t i tu t ional .  In this pos t - apa r the id  period,  three dis- 
t inct narrat ives about  the police emerge  in the media  and interviews with  
gay activists and people  who  have been  gay-bashed .  

The Police as Heroes 

"Join gay pol ic ing  s t ruc tu res"  u rged  GAY SA in 1997, a n n o u n c i n g  the  
format ion of two formal gay and lesbian structures wi thin  the South  African 
Police Services. When  a de lega t ion  of lesbians and gay police officers from 
the South  African Gay and  Lesbian Police N e t w o r k  par t ic ipa ted  in the 
annual  gay and lesbian Pride Parade in 1996, Priscilla (gay lingo for police) 
seemed to be finally r edeemed  in the eyes of the gay and lesbian community .  
No longer  moni to r ing  the march  from the sidelines,  they were  par t ic ipat ing 
in the parade,  in uniform, as openly  lesbian and gay police officers. In 2000 
Exit newspape r  proc la imed that  "In one of the most  positive examples  of 
the spirit and f reedom of the new South Africa, the SAPS and the lesbian 
and gay c o m m u n i t y  are taking defini te  steps to tackle increas ing  number s  
of cr imes commi t t ed  in well k n o w n  cruising spots" (Issue 124, 2000: 1). 

Hero  s ta tus  was acco rded  to the  h a r d w o r k i n g  pol ice officers of the  
Parkview Police Stat ion unde r  the head l ine"S t r a igh t  C o p - - G a y  H e r o " a n d  
there was much  press interest  in the launch  of Pink Panthers.  In a front 
page adver t i sement  in Exit, cruisers were  urged to join this initiative,"And 
if you are into Orn i tho logy  whi le  at the same t ime doing  you bit for the 
communi ty ,  join the Pink P a n t h e r s . . . " A n o t h e r  police stat ion s tepped  up 
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patrols in Rhodes Park in the eas tern  suburbs  of Johannesbu rg  and u n d e r  
the pho tograph  of a h a n d s o m e  b londe  and a un i fo rmed  police officer was 
the capt ion:"Sgt .  Dennis  Adriao s t ressed in a c o m m e n t  to Exit that  m e n  
cruising should  not  be wary of the police patrols which  were  m e a n t  only to 
ensure  their  safety" (Issue 86, 1997: 1). 

Recently, the Sunday  papers  carried the story of a police s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
w h o  had gone under -cover  to a p p r e h e n d  a serial hi- jacker,  ' the  car-jack 
q u e e n ' w h o  had targeted  gay m e n  at Emmaren t i a  and Zoo Lake (both wel l -  
k n o w n  cruising sites). The inves t igat ing officer en l i s ted  his wife 's  expert ise 
and emerged  with  " sk in - t igh t  clothes,  big buckle  rubber  shoes  and  coy 
c o m e - o n  lines to attract the g u n m a n "  (Sunday Times, 18 February 2001). 
While  the story was sensa t iona l i sed  by the media ,  it s h o w e d  that  at a sta- 
t ion level, an in par t icular  the Parkview police stat ion,  extensive effort is 
be ing  made  to in tervene  in gay- re la ted  crime. In one of the in terviews it 
was deeply  ironic that  the uncons t i tu t iona l  sodomy  legis lat ion was used  to 
prosecute  the rapists of a male  victim who  had  been  raped before 1998. 

The Police as Victimisers 

At the workshop  held in Kwa-Thema ,  the issue of secondary  vic t imisat ion 
was ra ised on several  occas ions .  In m a n y  of the  in te rv iews  d i s c u s s e d  
p rev ious ly ,  po l i ce  r e s p o n s e  to h o m o p h o b i c  v i o l e n c e  was  e x t r e m e l y  
humi l ia t ing  for the victim and a m o u n t e d  to secondary  vict imisat ion,  wh ich  
was often equally or more  t raumat ic  than  the initial incident .  Moreover ,  
serious problems have been  ident i f ied wi th in  the police services r ega rd ing  
the repor t ing  of rape. A report  comple t ed  by H u m a n  Rights Watch (1995) 
summar ises  the situation: 

Widespread reports of police mistreatment of rape survivors contributes to the 
low percentage of reported rapes. Raped women frequently have to relate their 
experience over the counter to busy, indifferent and often judgmental police 
officers in a crowded charge office...beliefs about rape victims include the as- 
sumption that rape is a"natural" masculine response.. .and that women must 
have done something to provoke such an attack. 

In many  cases police i n c o m p e t e n c e  and cor rupt ion  has led to low of- 
fender  convictions. Under  these  c i rcumstances  it is not  surpr is ing that  many  
of the victims felt that  they  wou ld  not  repor t  the inc ident  because  it in- 
volved both rape and sexual identity.  Head l ines  such as"Police shie ld  gay's 
assai lants" (Exit, 1997) and"Wipe  out the lesbians!"  (Exit, 1997) po in t ed  to 
a more  sinister unde rcu r r en t  wi th in  the police force. W h e n  lesbian m o t h e r  
Mrs Smith was assaul ted by three  m e n  in her  home ,  she w e n t  to the local 
police s tat ion in Carltonville (a min ing  t own  west  of Johannesburg)  to re- 
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port the incident. She was told "If I ever see you lesbians in this police 
station, I will kick you so hard under your arses that you will not find your 
way back to Carltonville.You are sick people and you disgust us" (Issue 84, 
1997: 1). "Is this the ' transformed' SAPS?" asked the writer of the article, 
activist Zackie Achmat. 

The Police as Perpetrators 

With exceptions, police have traditionally viewed homosexuality with deep 
contempt. Despite diversity training, an acrimonious culture towards gay 
men and lesbians persists. The Equality Project reports a recent incident in 
a J o h a n n e s b u r g  c o m m u n i t y  where  gays and lesbians  r eques t ed  an 
intervention from the Equality Project with the local police who had been 
victimising them for some time. S (a white gay man), reported an incident 
where he had been beaten in the parking lot of an inner-city gay club by a 
group of men  who drove away in a police vehicle ( identif ied by the 
registration number). He reported the case to the police services with the 
registration number, but was told that the investigation had dead-ended.  
The vict im felt that  not  e n o u g h  had been  done  to a p p r e h e n d  the 
perpetrators (interview, 2002). 

Policy Issues 

Several policy issues emerged in the research. The most primary and urgent 
is the free provision of anti-retroviral medication in cases of homophobic 
rape. This medication also needs to be administered promptly and efficiently. 
Police are not adequately trained to handle homophobic violence and rape 
is not receiving enough attention. Measures to alleviate the trauma of 
reporting, such a private space for statement-taking, are being ignored. 
There is clearly a need for further diversity training. In a similar vein to the 
specialised rape repor t ing centres, specific police stat ions should be 
identified as gay-friendly particularly in former townships. While attempts 
have been made to a t tend to these issues, many of these efforts are 
p r o f o u n d l y  mi sd i r ec t ed .  Whi le  p o s t - a p a r t h e i d  South  Africa has 
sophisticated policy and legislation around sexual choice, these are not 
imp le men te d  with any consistency. For example, the lack of specific 
categories for hate crime repor t ing  in nat ional  statistical surveys is 
disturbing. Furthermore, it is the task of government and gay and lesbian 
organisations to actively educate the public around issues of masculinity, 
rape and sexuality. Currently, there are no gay counsell ing services in 
Johannesburg. There are, however, a number of organisations that offer 
support services. Gay and lesbian groups should co-ordinate with these 
structures to ensure that they are widely utilised. 
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4. CONCLUSION 

This research has much  in c o m m o n  with  the work  of Valentine (1993) and 
Namas te  (1996). A more  public homosexua l  l andscape  has been  enab led  
th rough  the pos t - apa r the id  const i tu t ion,  which  subverts  the he te rosexua l  
landscape of Johannesburg.  Gay men  and lesbians are vict imised in response  
to this subversion.  Lesbians who  adopt  mascu l ine  signifiers in dress and 
m a n n e r  are actively t a rge ted  and  p u n i s h e d  for this subvers ion  t h rough  
sexual violence.  This v io lence  is i n t e n d e d  t o " t e a c h " t h e m  wha t  it is to be a 
w o m a n  and is a reasser t ion of mascul ine  power .  This is in keep ing  wi th  
Namas te ' s  (ibid.) c o m m e n t s  on the e l emen t  of g e n d e r  subvers ion  in her  
analysis of gay-bash ing  pat terns .  

There are also impor t an t  d i f ferences  from the work  of Valent ine  and  
N a m a s t e .  Firstly, i n t e r v i e w s  i n d i c a t e  t ha t  ha t e  c r i m e s  c o m m i t t e d  in 
Johannesburg  are except ional ly  violent.  In compar i son  to in te rna t iona l  fig- 
ures, inc idence  of h o m o p h o b i c  rape is much  higher .  This points  to a differ- 
ence in spatial context.  Without  essent ia l i s ing  or genera l i s ing  mascu l ine  
identi t ies,  the results of in terviews suggest  l inkage to Skel ton (1995) and 
Vogelman's  (ibid.) work  re la t ing a lack of social and  economic  power  to the 
need  to assert  mascul ine  identity.  Drawing  on c o m m e n t s  made  in inter- 
views, we hypothes ise  that  the reason  rape is more  f requent  in h o m o p h o -  
bic hate crime in Johannesburg  is that  rape is the re inforcement  of mascul ine  
dominance .  Lesbians are seen as threats  to mascu l ine  power,  wh ich  in the 
context of poverty, t ransi t ion and structural  inequal i ty  is the only  power  
that  many  men  feel they have at their  disposal.  It is clear, however ,  that  
conf igurat ions  of mascul in i ty  require  fur ther  inves t igat ion in a South  Afri- 
can context.  Johannesburg  faces the cha l lenge  of tu rn ing  a round  an en-  
demic culture of violence.  This requires  fur ther  ref lect ion on mascu l in i ty  
and its re la t ionship to sexual violence.  

Fur thermore ,  m e n  w h o  are ef feminate  in dress and  speech  are v iewed  as 
w o m e n  and are thereby re lega ted  to an inferior posi t ion.  Ironically, in evi- 
dence  emerg ing  in research on South  African sexual ident i ty  (Reid, 2000), 
gay men  with a s t rong femin ine  ident i ty  are often more  in tegra ted  wi th in  
local communi t ies .  However ,  this status does not  protect  t h e m  from vio- 
lent at tacks exper ienced by many  w o m e n .  I ndeed  their  g e n d e r e d  ident i ty  
as w o m e n  relegates  t hem to an inferior  posi t ion and  they are thus  equal ly  
vulnerable  to mate violence.  Future  research on percep t ions  of the rela-  
t ionship be tween  gender  ident i ty  and sexuali ty in Africa will serve to ex- 
plicate these findings. 

M, a y o u n g  Sowetan  cap tured  the complex irony of the public space tha t  
has opened  up for lesbians and gay men  in the wake  of political t ransi t ion:  
"Const i tu t ional  rights are just in papers,  people  do not  know anyth ing  about  
them. There should  be more  educa t ion  on TV and radio".  On the one  h a n d  
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there is a high level of legal protection and public visibility, on the other 
there remains a high level of violence. M reflects on the failure of the con- 
stitution to protect citizens, particularly in terms of the Bill of Rights. Yet 
she retains a belief in education, despite being gang raped shortly after 
appearing in a television talk show on gay and lesbian youth. 

Despite the enormous legislative and social gains made by lesbians and 
gay men in South Africa, Johannesburg remains a homophobic landscape. 
This is evident in existing research and in the gay media. However, within 
this landscape of exclusion tie the further peripheralised experiences of less 
vocal communities. Extensive research which actively embraces difference 
is required for a detailed analysis of the many forms of homophobic vio- 
lence in Johannesburg without drawing on"clich6d notions of victim and 
hero" (Ingrain, 1999: 30). Rather these investigations need to be embedded 
in discussions of the complexity and suppleness (ibid.) of gay urban poli- 
tics in Johannesburg. 
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