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Abstract
Purpose of Review  Idiopathic intracranial hypertension (IIH) typically affects women of childbearing age, is associated with 
recent weight gain, and can result in debilitating headache as well as papilledema that can cause vision loss. There have been 
advances in the medical and surgical treatment of affected patients with IIH that can improve outcomes and tolerability of 
therapy.
Recent Findings  Medical treatment with agents that lower intracranial pressure through pathways other than carbonic anhy-
drase inhibition are being developed, and medically-directed weight loss as well as bariatric surgery now may be considered 
as primary therapy. New surgical options including venous sinus stenting have shown efficacy even with cases of severe 
vision loss.
Summary  Our treatment options for IIH patients are becoming more diverse, and individualized treatment decisions are now 
possible to address specific components of the patient’s disease manifestations and to lead to IIH remission.

Keywords  Papilledema · Intracranial Pressure · Headache · CSF Diversion · Optic Nerve Sheath Fenestration · Venous 
Sinus Stenting

Introduction

 Idiopathic intracranial hypertension (IIH), a disorder of ele-
vated intracranial pressure (ICP) without an identified cause, 
may cause pressure-related headache and papilledema, 
either of which can cause significant morbidity [1]. This 
disorder represents a subset of patients with pseudotumor 
cerebri syndrome, the umbrella term for disorders of high 
ICP [2]. IIH may occur at any age but is most common in 
women between 15 and 45 years of age. Although IIH occurs 
equally in pre-pubertal males and females, it has a strong 

female predominance after puberty [3]. IIH has a general 
incidence of 2.1 per 100,000, and it may occur in as many 
as 20 per 100,000 persons at highest risk [4, 5]. Elevated 
body weight and recent weight gain have been found to be 
strongly associated with IIH development, and forthcoming 
data (abstract presented at the annual meeting of the Ameri-
can Academy of Ophthalmology in November 2023) suggest 
that the rise in overweight and obesity rates in the United 
States has led to increased IIH incidence. While obesity is 
the most consistently identified risk factor, other contributors 
to the development of IIH include minocycline and related 
antibiotics as well as excess vitamin A intake [6–8]. At one 
time, oral contraceptive (OCP) use was suggested to be a 
potential risk factor for IIH development, and more recent 
work has demonstrated that modern OCPs, with hormonal 
doses much lower than in the past, do not appear to increase 
the occurrence of IIH [9•]. In children, mastoiditis and other 
middle ear disorders may lead to IIH [10], although it is not 
clear that these cases do not represent occurrences of cer-
ebral venous sinus thrombosis and thus not a truly idiopathic 
high ICP disorder.
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Diagnosis

Patients may be diagnosed with IIH because they present 
with symptoms of elevated ICP such as positional headache 
(often worst upon awakening), transient visual obscurations, 
pulse-synchronous tinnitus, diplopia, or peripheral or central 
vision loss. Others are found to have papilledema on rou-
tine eye examination and have a paucity or even absence of 
symptoms [11, 12]. In either case, the diagnostic criteria for 
IIH (Table 1) must be satisfied by clinical examination and 
further testing to exclude alternative causes of ICP elevation 
(tumor, venous sinus thrombosis, CSF inflammation, etc.) 
[3]. In most cases, the patient must have papilledema for 
a definite diagnosis of IIH to be given [3]. When bilateral 
optic disc edema is present and especially when vision loss 
is out of proportion to the degree of swelling (i.e. central 
vision loss should not occur with mild optic disc edema), 
other entities like autoimmune optic neuritis must be consid-
ered. MRI in these cases may show optic nerve enhancement 
unlike in IIH, and opening pressure on LP is typically nor-
mal [2]. Confirmation of a correct diagnosis of IIH should 
occur, especially when a diagnosis has been given based 
upon radiographic features (empty sella turcica, optic nerve 
sheath abnormalities, putative posterior globe flattening, and 
others that are associated with but not specific for elevated 
ICP) or clinical symptoms of headache or pulse synchronous 
tinnitus alone [13•,14,15,16•]. Analysis of brain MRI done 
for reasons other than suspected IIH showed that 30% of 
such patients have one or more of these abnormal findings, 
yet papilledema was present only when 3 or more of these 
signs were present [16•,17]. Lumbar puncture (LP) open-
ing pressure also should be obtained, with cerebrospinal 
fluid analysis being performed to exclude an inflammatory 
or infectious cause of raised ICP. If the opening pressure 
is normal but papilledema is present, a diagnosis of IIH 
may be given tentatively. Repeat LPs rarely are indicated to 

confirm a diagnosis or to confirm IIH recurrence when new 
symptoms occur. Published evidence shows that LP open-
ing pressure may remain elevated in some patients even 
after remission of clinical symptoms and signs, including 
papilledema [18].

Medical Management

Acetazolamide and Topiramate

Once the diagnosis of IIH is made, treatment is instituted 
to address both papilledema, which can lead to permanent 
vision loss, and headache, which can be disabling and have 
a negative impact on quality of life and daily functioning. 
Strategies to manage headache and to reduce papilledema 
are used in parallel, as the approach to each concern may 
be independent of the other. In mild cases with mild or no 
vision loss, medical therapy to lower intracranial pressure 
often is used in concert with weight loss. A prospective, 
randomized, double-masked placebo-controlled clinical 
trial comparing the efficacy of acetazolamide versus pla-
cebo when combined with weight loss in patients with mild 
vision loss from IIH showed that patients using acetazola-
mide had a greater improvement in visual field mean devia-
tion as well as more rapid resolution of papilledema [19–21]. 
Lumbar puncture after 6 months of treatment confirmed that 
ICP was lower in patients treated with acetazolamide [21]. 
However, headache outcomes were comparable between the 
groups and did not demonstrate that acetazolamide was an 
effective headache therapy in these subjects with IIH [22•]. 
This observation, as well as clinical experience, has led to 
the co-management of patients with IIH by neuro-ophthal-
mologists and headache specialists so that the papilledema 
and headache may be addressed most effectively and, often, 
independently.

Table 1   Diagnostic criteria for idiopathic intracranial hypertension (IIH)

Adapted from ref. 3

Required criteria when papilledema is present A. Normal neurological exam (cranial nerve abnormality 
allowed)

B. MRI/MRV without findings of mass/structural lesion, 
hydrocephalus, or pathologic enhancement

C. Elevated CSF opening pressure (for age) on lumbar 
puncture

D. Normal CSF composition
Required criteria with unilateral or bilateral sixth nerve palsy Same as for papilledema
Suggestive MRI criteria that support diagnosis in the absence of papilledema or 

sixth nerve palsy (must have ≥ 3)
Same criteria as above for papilledema plus:
A. Empty sella turcica
B. Posterior globe flattening
C. Enlarged perioptic subarachnoid space (w/wo tortuosity)
D. Distal transverse venous sinus stenosis
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In some cases where papilledema is mild, vision loss is 
minimal or absent, and headache is the primary concern, 
topiramate may be prescribed as a sole medical therapy 
that can be effective for headache management and lead 
to weight loss that will reduce papilledema. The weak car-
bonic anhydrase inhibition produced by this medication is 
probably insufficient to reduce ICP sufficiently to have a 
therapeutic effect, although no direct evidence to support 
or reject this hypothesis exists. An open label study com-
paring clinical outcomes in a series of IIH patients treated 
with either acetazolamide or topiramate found that subjects 
in both groups had improved symptoms and signs with no 
statistical difference; however, the patients taking topiramate 
experienced greater weight loss [23].

Other Medications

In cases where maximally tolerated doses of acetazola-
mide (up to 4 g daily, divided) are insufficient to treat the 
papilledema and vision loss, furosemide and other diuretics 
have been used as second line agents [24]. The efficacy of 
these agents is variable, and the mechanism of action in a 
disorder of ICP elevation is not clear. A physician must be 
cautious in prescribing acetazolamide and furosemide simul-
taneously, as significant hypokalemia may occur through 
augmented diuresis and potassium excretion.

Animal studies have shown that glucagon-like receptor 
1 (GLP-1) receptor agonists can lower intracranial pres-
sure by reducing CSF production independent of carbonic 
anhydrase inhibition. In a model of chemically-induced 
ventricular scarring and destruction of arachnoid outflow 
pathways, the GLP-1 agonist exenatide prevented ventricular 
enlargement while control animals developed hydrocephalus 
[25]. GLP-1 agonists, which as a class are primarily indi-
cated for the treatment of type II diabetes, also have been 
observed to promote weight loss through appetite reduction 
and early satiety [26]. Since weight loss is expected to lead 
to IIH improvement in most patients, this effect was poten-
tially confounding in terms of therapeutic efficacy and out-
comes. However, these data suggested that exenatide could 
lower ICP through a direct pathway rather than indirectly 
from weight loss, and a phase 3 clinical trial of an exenatide 
formulation (Presendin, Invex Therapeutics, Sydney, Aus-
tralia) for IIH treatment was initiated [27]. This trial was 
suspended shortly after its global initiation because recruit-
ment was limited by very stringent inclusion and exclusion 
criteria. A recent open label comparative case series of IIH 
patients given treatment with the GLP-1 agonist semaglutide 
or liraglutide in additional to usual medical care (including 
weight loss counseling and acetazolamide) found that sig-
nificant (≥ 10% of body weight) weight loss was much more 
common in the semaglutide/liraglutide treated patients vs. 
control patients receiving usual care [28••]. Mean headache 

days also were fewer in the semaglutide/liraglutide group, 
while papilledema improvement occurred in both cohorts 
and was not different between them [28••].

Medical therapy to lower ICP by increasing CSF outflow 
also is being studied and developed. CSF outflow occurs 
through both the arachnoid granulations and the nasal lym-
phatic vessels [29–31], and the latter drainage pathway 
may be especially important in patients with elevated ICP. 
Lymphatic contractility can be enhanced with a number of 
pharmaceutical agents, and prostaglandin analogues are par-
ticularly effective in some cases. Preclinical research on the 
use of topical prostaglandin analogues used in glaucoma 
treatment demonstrated enhanced nasal recovery of a CSF 
tracer molecule with both acute and longer-term nasal drug 
application [32]. Human clinical trials are being planned to 
evaluate the safety and efficacy of intranasal latanoprost in 
reducing ICP.

Surgical Treatment

Invasive procedures typically are reserved for cases in which 
maximally tolerated medical therapy, usually acetazolamide, 
is inadequate to halt vision loss and to improve papilledema. 
However, there has been increasing recognition and accept-
ance of the need to perform urgent surgery in patients who 
present with rapid disease onset. This manifestation of IIH 
has been termed “fulminant,” and the precise definition of 
how rapidly the disease is progressing or what the initial 
severity must be to warrant immediate surgery remains 
subjective and unsupported by prospective evidence. Case 
reports and small case series have supported the use of any 
of the three surgical procedures discussed below. Indeed, 
there is a dearth of evidence demonstrating superiority of 
one surgical method over another in general. In other cases, 
the urgency for surgical is lessened, although timing again 
remains controversial and is often determined by other fac-
tors such as surgeon or facility availability, patient prefer-
ence, and regional practice patterns. The decision to pursue 
surgery is based upon severity of visual field loss on perim-
etry (automated perimetry more reproducible than kinetic in 
most cases), loss of central visual acuity not attributable to 
macular edema (optical coherence tomography often helpful 
in these cases), and the rate of progression in either of these 
measures [2, 33–38].

“Fulminant” IIH

It is estimated that fewer than 5% of IIH patients will pre-
sent with rapidly progressive vision loss, often with severe 
headache, that can lead to irreversible optic nerve injury if 
not treated quickly. When patients present in this manner, 
it is essential that secondary causes of elevated ICP such 
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as cerebral venous sinus thrombosis, CSF inflammation or 
infection, and intrathecal malignancies among others be 
excluded, as that can affect the timing and choice of avail-
able treatments. Once the diagnosis of IIH is confirmed 
and vision loss is documented clinically (augmented by 
perimetry as well as fundus photography and/or optical 
coherence tomography), surgical intervention is under-
taken as quickly as feasible [7, 33–39]. In some cases, 
inpatient lumbar CSF drainage may be used as a temporiz-
ing measure to reduce ICP before surgical treatment is per-
formed [36, 40, 41]. Even with timely intervention, visual 
outcomes in patients with fulminant IIH remain mixed, 
with numerous case reports and series demonstrating per-
manent vision loss even to the level of no light perception 
despite early surgical and medical interventions being per-
formed [33, 42].

Optic Nerve Sheath Fenestration

Creating a dural opening in the retrobulbar optic nerve 
sheath to relieve papilledema has been a surgical option 
for over 150 years, first described by DeWecker in 1872 
[43]. CSF that is normally trapped within the optic nerve 
sheath complex is released into the orbit and reabsorbed 
by the tissues through ill-defined pathways. Surgery can 
be performed via several approaches, with the medial 
transconjunctival approach being most popular in a recent 
survey of oculoplastic surgeons [44]. Access to the optic 
nerve also can be obtained via an incision through the 
superomedial eyelid crease; anatomically, this approach 
may be more direct although it involves retraction of the 
superior ophthalmic vein and eyelid fat pads [45]. A lat-
eral orbitotomy approach also may be used, either with 
or without creating a bone flap; this technique is not used 
frequently by most surgeons since it requires more super-
ficial and deep dissection [46]. A superomedial transcon-
junctival approach was described recently in a large case 
series in which it appears to be quicker than the typical 
medial approach (because extraocular muscles are not 
disinserted) and safe [47•]. No head-to-head comparison 
of the techniques has been performed, and choice of a 
particular procedure is dependent upon surgeon experience 
and preference.

Outcomes of optic nerve sheath fenestration have been 
compared to outcomes of CSF diversion/shunting (see 
below) with no significant difference found for improvement 
in either visual acuity or visual fields [48, 49]. The fenestra-
tion may close over time, and techniques such as applying 
mitomycin C to the nerve sheath prior to incision have been 
described [50] but not widely adopted. Repeat fenestration 
may be performed but can be challenging because of scar-
ring from the initial surgery.

CSF Diversion/Shunting

Both lumbar and ventricular shunts are used in the treat-
ment of IIH patients with the goal of lowering intracranial 
pressure and improving both papilledema and headache. 
CSF is drained either into the peritoneal space (either 
lumbar or ventricular) or into the pleural cavity or right 
atrium (ventricular), and flow may be regulated through 
placement of a fixed or adjustable valve [51–53]. Antisi-
phon devices also may be used to prevent overdrainage 
of CSF and symptoms of low CSF pressure. Historically, 
lumboperitoneal (LP) shunts were favored because of rela-
tive ease of placement and potentially lower morbidity 
than ventricular placement in a patient with normal or 
small ventricles. Improved intraoperative surgical navi-
gation tools and surgeon experience have increased the 
popularity of ventriculoperitoneal (VP) shunt placement, 
and there are conflicting data regarding the relative failure 
rates and need for revision when comparing VP and LP 
shunts [54, 55]. The peritoneal end of either shunt may 
become occluded by fat or other abdominal structures, 
and shunt revision for this occurrence or for disconnection 
along the shunt tubing pathways is not uncommon. Recent 
evidence suggests that having a shunt placement protocol 
in place to ensure appropriate patient selection, valve use, 
and surgical technique especially for distal catheter place-
ment results in a greater success rate, lower infection rates, 
and a lesser need for subsequent shunt revision [56–58].

It has been theorized that optic nerve sheath fenestra-
tion may lead to a more rapid resolution of papilledema 
than shunting can, but there are no prospective data to 
demonstrate if this is true or not. In fact, the use of tempo-
rary external lumbar drainage for fulminant IIH as noted 
above would indicate that lowering CSF pressure remote 
to the optic nerves may still relieve pressure within the 
nerve sheath and at the optic nerve head. In a subset of 
patients, CSF trapping or sequestration within the optic 
nerve sheath may occur and prevent pressure equalization 
with the rest of the CSF space [59, 60]. In these cases, 
optic nerve sheath fenestration may be required even after 
shunt placement [61]. Conversely, shunting after failure of 
papilledema to improve with ONSF has been reported to 
lead to papilledema resolution [62].

Cerebral Venous Sinus Stenting

The most recent innovation in the treatment of patients 
with IIH involves endovascular treatment of cerebral 
venous sinus stenoses that are believed to be pathogenic 
in many IIH patients. A focal narrowing of the distal trans-
verse sinus can be seen in more than 90% of patients with 
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IIH and does not occur merely because of obesity [63, 64]. 
The stenosis may occur initially because of elevated CSF 
pressure itself causing collapse of the venous sinus wall, 
often adjacent to an arachnoid granulation. Some stenoses 
thus appear to be reversible by lowering the intracranial 
pressure (i.e. by short term lumbar puncture or drainage or 
by CSF shunting), but many persist despite CSF pressure 
reduction and represent a fixed stenosis that will increase 
cerebral venous pressure and thus intracranial pressure as 
well [65]. As with ONSF and shunting, venous sinus stent-
ing should be reserved for patients whose IIH cannot be 
controlled with medical therapy and/or weight loss. It is 
tempting to consider venous sinus stenting as a lower risk 
procedure because it does not involve open surgery; how-
ever, it is still an invasive procedure that may infrequently 
cause vascular occlusion or intracranial hemorrhage [66]. 
Treated patients also must take dual antiplatelet therapy 
for several months post procedure and typically remain on 
aspirin (or another antiplatelet agent if aspirin is not tol-
erated) for life. The results of venous sinus stenting have 
been reported in a number of retrospective studies [67–79] 
and at least one prospective study [39] of IIH patients 
needing a surgical intervention. A randomized clinical 
trial has been initiated in the United States to compare the 
efficacy of venous sinus stenting versus shunting in IIH 
patients who have moderate to severe visual field loss and 
active papilledema without uncontrolled headache. Venous 
sinus stenting may be an adjunctive treatment after ONSF 
if papilledema does not improve as quickly as anticipated 
[37, 80]. Since patients must be on antiplatelet therapy for 
months after stenting, it can be difficult to perform a sec-
ondary surgical procedure (ONSF or shunt) after stenting 
is done, and a team-based approach to the management of 
IIH patients who may need procedural intervention will 
ensure that an individualized decision is made for each 
patient [38].

Surgical Weight Loss

Bariatric surgery for IIH has been used clinically for many 
years after a small retrospective case series reported that 
signs and symptoms of the disease improved or remitted 
post-surgery [81]. More recently, a randomized clinical trial 
of 66 IIH patients with BMI ≥ 35 kg/m2 who received either 
standard medically-directed weight loss or bariatric surgery 
showed that weight loss and ICP reduction were greater 
in the surgery group and that quality of life measures had 
larger levels of improvement in the surgery group [82••]. 
The improvement in both objective and patient-reported 
measures was more durable with surgery than conventional 
weight loss. A recent systematic review reinforced these 
findings and proposed that all women with IIH who have 
a BMI ≥ 35 kg/m2 be considered for bariatric surgery to 

address their IIH related symptoms and to reduce the likeli-
hood of disease recurrence [83, 84].

Conclusions

IIH prevalence has continued to rise globally in concert 
with obesity rates in adult and pediatric populations. While 
the threshold weight/body mass index after which IIH rates 
increase may vary in different parts of the world, the disease 
manifestations do not vary significantly. The areas of con-
cern for both patients and their physicians are the disabling 
features of the associated headache and the potential for per-
manent vision loss from papilledema. A number of treatment 
options exist (Table 2), and selection is primarily guided 
by the severity of papilledema and the visual status. The 
majority of IIH patients can achieve relief of symptoms and 
resolution of papilledema with weight loss (with or with-
out medication to lower ICP in the short term), and recent 
data would favor proceeding to bariatric surgery in patients 
with higher BMI. When papilledema worsens and vision 
loss is occurring, then surgical treatment of the elevated ICP 
directly (ONSF, CSF shunting) or indirectly (venous sinus 
stenting) should be pursued to protect the optic nerve from 
permanent injury. The timing and urgency of surgical inter-
vention has not been defined clearly in the literature, with a 
general medical consensus holding that sooner intervention 
is favored once vision loss is confirmed. There is still a lack 
of prospective data comparing the relative efficacy of medi-
cal and surgical techniques in the treatment of vision loss 
from IIH, and in the absence of such data, clinicians must 
use judgement and multidisciplinary consultations (neuro-
ophthalmology, neurology, ophthalmology, neurosurgery, 
interventional neuroradiology, and others) to determine the 
appropriate treatment for a given IIH patient.

Table 2   Treatment options for papilledema in idiopathic intracranial 
hypertension (IIH)

Medical Acetazolamide
Methazolamide
Topiramate
Furosemide
Other thiazide diuretics

Surgical Optic nerve sheath fenestration
Ventriculoperitoneal shunt
Ventriculoatrial shunt
Lumboperitoneal shunt
Bariatric surgery

Neurointerventional Cerebral venous sinus stenting
In development GLP-1 agonists

Intranasal prostaglandin analogues



270	 Current Neurology and Neuroscience Reports (2024) 24:265–272

Author Contributions  PSS was the sole author of this work and made 
substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the 
acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of data; or the creation of new 
software used in the work; drafted the work or revised it critically for 
important intellectual content; approved the version to be published; 
andagree to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that 
questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work 
are appropriately investigated and resolved.

Data Availability  No datasets were generated or analysed during the 
current study.

Declarations 

Competing Interests  Dr. Subramanian reports grants and personal fees 
from Invex Therapeutics, outside the submitted work; In addition, Dr. 
Subramanian has a patent Intranasal application of latanoprost to lower 
intracranial pressure pending.

References

	 1.	 Thaller M, Homer V, Hyder Y, Yiangou A, Liczkowski A, Fong 
AW et al. The idiopathic intracranial hypertension prospective 
cohort study: evaluation of prognostic factors and outcomes. J 
Neurol. 2022;1–13.

	 2.	 Dave SB, Subramanian PS. Pseudotumor Cerebri: an update on 
treatment options. Indian J Ophthalmol. 2014;62(10):996–8.

	 3.	 Friedman DI, Liu GT, Digre KB. Revised diagnostic criteria for 
the pseudotumor cerebri syndrome in adults and children. Neurol-
ogy. 2013;81(13):1159–65.

	 4.	 Shah VA, Kardon RH, Lee AG, Corbett JJ, Wall M. Long-term 
follow-up of idiopathic intracranial hypertension: the Iowa experi-
ence. Neurology. 2008;70(8):634640.

	 5.	 Durcan FJ, Corbett JJ, Wall M. The incidence of pseudotumor 
cerebri. Population studies in Iowa and Louisiana. Arch Neurol. 
1988;45(8):875–7.

	 6.	 Bababeygy SR, Repka MX, Subramanian PS. Minocycline-Asso-
ciated Pseudotumor Cerebri with severe papilledema. J Ophthal-
mol. 2009;2009:203583.

	 7.	 Fraser CL, Biousse V, Newman NJ. Minocycline-Induced Fulmi-
nant Intracranial Hypertension. Arch Neurol. 2012;69(8):1067–
70. http://​archn​eur.​ama-​assn.​org.​ezpro​xy.​welch.​jhmi.​edu/​cgi/​
conte​nt/​full/​archn​eurol.​2012.​144v1.

	 8.	 Kesler A, Goldhammer Y, Hadayer A, Pianka P. The outcome of 
pseudotumor cerebri induced by tetracycline therapy. Acta Neu-
rol Scand. 2004;110(6):408-411. http://​onlin​elibr​ary.​wiley.​com/​
doi/https://​doi.​org/​10.​1111/j.​1600-​0404.​2004.​00327.x/​abstr​act.

	 9.	 •Kilgore KP, Lee MS, Leavitt JA, Frank RD, McClelland CM, 
Chen JJ. A Population-Based, Case-Control Evaluation of the 
Association Between Hormonal Contraceptives and Idiopathic 
Intracranial Hypertension. Am J Ophthalmol. 2019;197:74–9. 
This study used a large population cohort and was able to dem-
onstrate a lack of association between modern hormonal contra-
ception and development of IIH.

	10.	 Malem A, Sheth T, Muthusamy B. Paediatric idiopathic intracra-
nial hypertension (IIH)—A review. Life. 2021;11(7):632.

	11.	 Thaller M, Homer V, Mollan SP, Sinclair AJ. Asymptomatic idi-
opathic intracranial hypertension: prevalence and prognosis. Clin 
Exp Ophthalmol. 2023;51(6):598–606.

	12.	 Vosoughi AR, Margolin EA, Micieli JA. Idiopathic intracranial 
hypertension: Incidental Discovery Versus Symptomatic Presenta-
tion. J Neuro-Ophthalmol. 2022;42(2):187–91.

	13.	 •Mallery RM, Rehmani OF, Woo JH, Chen YJ, Reddi S, Salz-
man KL et al. Utility of Magnetic Resonance Imaging Fea-
tures for Improving the Diagnosis of Idiopathic Intracranial 
Hypertension Without Papilledema. J Neuro-Ophthalmol. 
2019;39(3):299–307. Well-designed study showing that hav-
ing at least 3 specific MRI changes are predictive of IIH without 
papilledema.

	14.	 Maralani PJ, Hassanlou M, Torres C, Chakraborty S, Kingstone 
M, Patel V et al. Accuracy of brain imaging in the diagnosis of 
idiopathic intracranial hypertension. Clin Radiol. 2012;67(7):656–
63. http://​linki​nghub.​elsev​ier.​com/​retri​eve/​pii/​S0009​92601​20002​
7X.

	15.	 Kelly LP, Saindane AM, Bruce BB, Ridha MA, Riggeal BD, 
Newman NJ et al. Does bilateral transverse cerebral venous sinus 
stenosis exist in patients without increased intracranial pressure? 
Clin Neurol Neurosurg. 2013;115(8):1215-1219. http://​eutils.​ncbi.​
nlm.​nih.​gov/​entrez/​eutils/​elink.​fcgi?​dbfrom=​pubme​d&​id=​23219​
404&​retmo​de=​ref&​cmd=​prlin​ks

	16.	 •Chen BS, Meyer BI, Saindane AM, Bruce BB, Newman NJ, 
Biousse V, Prevalence of Incidentally Detected Signs of Intrac-
ranial Hypertension on Magnetic Resonance Imaging and Their 
Association With Papilledema. JAMA Neurol. 2021;78(6):718–
25. Work demonstrating a high prevalence of MRI findings such 
as empty sella and lack of predictive value for IIH unless at least 
3 findings are seen.

	17.	 Aung AB, Chen BS, Wicks J, Bruce BB, Meyer BI, Dattilo M, 
et al. Presumptive idiopathic intracranial hypertension based on 
neuroimaging findings: a Referral Pattern Study. J Neuro-ophthal-
mol. 2023;43(1):55–62.

	18.	 Corbett JJ, Mehta MP. Cerebrospinal fluid pressure in normal 
obese subjects and patients with pseudotumor cerebri. Neurol-
ogy. 1983;33(10):1386-1388. http://​eutils.​ncbi.​nlm.​nih.​gov/​
entrez/​eutils/​elink.​fcgi?​dbfrom=​pubme​d&​id=​66842​40&​retmo​
de=​ref&​cmd=​prlin​ks

	19.	 Friedman DI, McDermott MP, Kieburtz K, Kupersmith M, 
Stoutenburg A, Keltner JL et  al. The Idiopathic Intracranial 
Hypertension Treatment Trial: Design Considerations and Meth-
ods. J Neuro-ophthalmol. 2014;34(2):107. http://​eutils.​ncbi.​nlm.​
nih.​gov/​entrez/​eutils/​elink.​fcgi?​dbfrom=​pubme​d&​id=​24739​
993&​retmo​de=​ref&​cmd=​prlin​ks

	20.	 Wall M, Kupersmith MJ, Kieburtz KD, Corbett JJ, Feldon SE, 
Friedman DI et  al. The Idiopathic Intracranial Hypertension 
Treatment Trial: Clinical Profile at Baseline. JAMA Neurol. 
2014;71(6):693–701. http://​eutils.​ncbi.​nlm.​nih.​gov/​entrez/​eutils/​
elink.​fcgi?​dbfrom=​pubme​d&​id=​24756​302&​retmo​de=​ref&​cmd=​
prlin​ks

	21.	 Committee NIIHSGW, Wall M, McDermott MP, Kieburtz KD, 
Corbett JJ, Feldon SE et al. Effect of Acetazolamide on Visual 
Function in Patients With Idiopathic Intracranial Hypertension 
and Mild Visual Loss: The Idiopathic Intracranial Hypertension 
Treatment Trial. JAMA. 2014;311(16):1641–51. http://​eutils.​ncbi.​
nlm.​nih.​gov/​entrez/​eutils/​elink.​fcgi?​dbfrom=​pubme​d&​id=​24756​
510&​retmo​de=​ref&​cmd=​prlin​ks

	22.	 •Friedman DI, Quiros PA, Subramanian PS, Mejico LJ, Gao S, 
McDermott M et al. Headache in Idiopathic Intracranial Hyper-
tension: Findings From the Idiopathic Intracranial Hypertension 
Treatment Trial. Headache. 2017;57(8):1195–205. Demonstration 
that acetazolamide showed no significant benefit for headache 
control when compared to placebo despite reduced ICP.

	23.	 Celebisoy N, Gökçay F, Sirin H, Akyürekli O. Treatment of idi-
opathic intracranial hypertension: topiramate vs acetazolamide, an 
open-label study. Acta Neurol Scand. 2007;116(5):322 327. http://​
onlin​elibr​ary.​wiley.​com/​doi/https://​doi.​org/​10.​1111/j.​1600-​0404.​
2007.​00905.x/​abstr​act.

	24.	 Phillips PH. Pediatric Pseudotumor Cerebri. Int Ophthalmol Clin. 
2012;52(3):519–xii.

http://archneur.ama-assn.org.ezproxy.welch.jhmi.edu/cgi/content/full/archneurol.2012.144v1
http://archneur.ama-assn.org.ezproxy.welch.jhmi.edu/cgi/content/full/archneurol.2012.144v1
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1600-0404.2004.00327.x/abstract
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S000992601200027X
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S000992601200027X
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=23219404&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=23219404&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=23219404&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=6684240&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=6684240&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=6684240&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=24739993&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=24739993&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=24739993&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=24756302&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=24756302&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=24756302&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=24756510&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=24756510&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=24756510&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1600-0404.2007.00905.x/abstract
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1600-0404.2007.00905.x/abstract


271Current Neurology and Neuroscience Reports (2024) 24:265–272	

	25.	 Botfield HF, Uldall MS, Westgate CSJ, Mitchell JL, Hagen SM, 
Gonzalez AM et al. A glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonist 
reduces intracranial pressure in a rat model of hydrocephalus. 
Sci Transl Med. 2017;9(404):eaan0972.

	26.	 Webster CM, Mittal N, Dhurandhar EJ, Dhurandhar NV. Poten-
tial contributors to variation in weight-loss response to liraglu-
tide. Obes Rev. 2023;24(7):e13568.

	27.	 Yiangou A, Mollan SP, Sinclair AJ. Idiopathic intracranial 
hypertension: a step change in understanding the disease mecha-
nisms. Nat Rev Neurol. 2023;19(12):769–85.

	28.	 ••Krajnc N, Itariu B, Macher S, Marik W, Harreiter J, Michl 
M et al. Treatment with GLP-1 receptor agonists is associated 
with significant weight loss and favorable headache outcomes 
in idiopathic intracranial hypertension. J Headache Pain. 
2023;24(1):89. Open label study showing the benefit of weight 
loss from GLP-1 agonists in IIH patients, supporting other 
data that GLP-1 agonists may also lower intracranial pressure 
through an independent mechanism.

	29.	 Silver I, Kim C, Mollanji R, Johnston M. Cerebrospinal fluid 
outflow resistance in sheep: impact of blocking cerebrospinal 
fluid transport through the cribriform plate. Neuropathology 
and Applied Neurobiology. 2002;28(1):67-74. https://​www.​
ncbi.​nlm.​nih.​gov/​pubmed/​11849​565.

	30.	 Johnston M. The importance of lymphatics in cerebrospinal 
fluid transport. Lymphat Res Biol. 2003;1(1):414–discussion45.

	31.	 Nagra G, Li J, McAllister JP, Miller J, Wagshul M, Johnston 
M. Impaired lymphatic cerebrospinal fluid absorption in a rat 
model of kaolin-induced communicating hydrocephalus. Am J 
Physiol Regul Integr Comp Physiol. 2008;294(5):R1752–9.

	32.	 Pedler MG, Petrash JM, Subramanian PS. Prostaglandin analog 
effects on cerebrospinal fluid reabsorption via nasal mucosa. 
PLoS ONE. 2021;16(12):e0248545.

	33.	 Thambisetty M, Lavin PJ, Newman NJ, Biousse V. Ful-
minant idiopathic intracranial hypertension. Neurology. 
2007;68(3):229–32.

	34.	 Abbasi HN, Brady AJ, Cooper SA. Fulminant idiopathic intracra-
nial hypertension with malignant systemic Hypertension—A Case 
Report. Neuro-ophthalmology. 2013;37(3):120–3.

	35.	 Mukherjee N, Bhatti MT. Update on the Surgical Management 
of idiopathic intracranial hypertension. Curr Neurol Neurosci. 
2014;14(3):438.

	36.	 Bouffard MA. Fulminant idiopathic intracranial hypertension. 
Curr Neurol Neurosci. 2020;20(4):8.

	37.	 McCluskey PJ, Lam D, Ang T, Todd MJ, Halmágyi GM. Optic 
nerve sheath fenestration for treating papilloedema in the era of 
cerebral venous sinus stenting. Clin Exp Ophthalmol. 2023.

	38.	 Miri S, Moghekar A, Carey AR, Gailloud P, Miller NR. Develop-
ing a fast-track strategy for Interventional Management of patients 
with idiopathic intracranial hypertension. Front Ophthalmol. 
2022;2:923092.

	39.	 Dinkin MJ, Patsalides A. Venous sinus stenting in idiopathic 
intracranial hypertension: results of a prospective trial. J Neuro-
ophthalmol. 2016;37(2):113.

	40.	 Dotan G, Cohen NH, Qureshi HM, Rootman MS, Nevo Y, Ker-
shenovich A. External lumbar drainage in progressive pediat-
ric idiopathic intracranial hypertension. J Neurosurg: Pediatr. 
2021;28(4):490–6.

	41.	 Gates P, McNeill P. A possible role for Temporary lumbar drain-
age in the management of idiopathic intracranial hypertension. 
Neuro-Ophthalmol. 2016;40(6):277–80.

	42.	 Interlandi E, Pellegrini F, Luca MD, Cerullo G, Falco AD, 
Marco RD et al. Complete bilateral ophthalmoplegia in malig-
nant intracranial hypertension in a child. Eur J Ophthalmol. 
2020;112067212096656.

	43.	 DeWecker L. On incision of the optic nerve in cases of neuroreti-
nitis. Rep Int Ophthalmol Cong 1872;4:11–4.

	44.	 Sobel RK, Syed NA, Carter KD, Allen RC. Optic nerve sheath 
fenestration: current preferences in Surgical Approach and Biopsy. 
Ophthal Plast Reconstr Surg. 2015;31(4):310.

	45.	 Pelton RW, Patel BC. Superomedial lid crease approach to 
the medial intraconal space: a new technique for access to the 
optic nerve and central space. Ophthal Plast Reconstr Surg. 
2001;17(4):241253.

	46.	 Tse DT, Nerad JA, Anderson RL, Corbett JJ. Optic nerve sheath 
fenestration in pseudotumor cerebri. A lateral orbitotomy 
approach. Arch Ophthalmol. 1988;106(10):14581462.

	47.	 •Melson AT, Warmath JD, Moreau A, Farris BK. Superonasal 
Transconjunctival Optic nerve sheath decompression: a simpli-
fied technique for safe and efficient decompression. J Neuro-
ophthalmol 2020;Publish Ahead Print(1):e16–21. Large study 
showing efficacy of optic nerve sheath fenestration with minimal 
complications.

	48.	 Fonseca PL, Rigamonti D, Miller NR, Subramanian PS. Visual 
outcomes of surgical intervention for pseudotumour cerebri: optic 
nerve sheath fenestration versus cerebrospinal fluid diversion. Brit 
J Ophthalmol. 2014;98(10):bjophthalmol–2014.

	49.	 Subramanian PS, Fonseca PL, Rigamonti D, Miller NR. Improve-
ment on automated perimetry after surgery for idiopathic intracra-
nial hypertension: comment. J Neuro-ophthalmol. 2015;35(3):332.

	50.	 Spoor TC, McHenry JG, Shin DH. Long-term results using 
adjunctive mitomycin C in optic nerve sheath decompression for 
pseudotumor cerebri. Ophthalmology. 1995;102(12):2024–8.

	51.	 Brazis P. Clinical review: the Surgical treatment of idiopathic 
pseudotumour Cerebri (idiopathic intracranial hypertension). 
Cephalalgia. 2008;28(12):1361–73.

	52.	 Sinclair AJ, Kuruvath S, Sen D, Nightingale PG, Burdon MA, 
Flint G. Is cerebrospinal fluid shunting in idiopathic intracra-
nial hypertension worthwhile? A 10-year review. Cephalalgia. 
2011;31(16):1627–33. http://​eutils.​ncbi.​nlm.​nih.​gov/​entrez/​eutils/​
elink.​fcgi?​dbfrom=​pubme​d&​id=​21968​519&​retmo​de=​ref&​cmd=​
prlin​ks

	53.	 Tarnaris A, Toma AK, Watkins LD, Kitchen ND. Is there a differ-
ence in outcomes of patients with idiopathic intracranial hyperten-
sion with the choice of cerebrospinal fluid diversion site: A single 
centre experience. Clin Neurol Neurosurg. 2011;113(6):477–9. 
http://​linki​nghub.​elsev​ier.​com/​retri​eve/​pii/​S0303​84671​10004​48.

	54.	 Abubaker K, Ali Z, Raza K, Bolger C, Rawluk D, O’Brien D. Idi-
opathic intracranial hypertension: lumboperitoneal shunts versus 
ventriculoperitoneal shunts – case series and literature review. 
Brit J Neurosurg. 2011;25(1):94–9. http://​eutils.​ncbi.​nlm.​nih.​gov/​
entrez/​eutils/​elink.​fcgi?​dbfrom=​pubme​d&​id=​21323​404&​retmo​
de=​ref&​cmd=​prlin​ks

	55.	 Brune AJ, Girgla T, Trobe JD. Complications of Ventriculo-
peritoneal Shunt for idiopathic intracranial hypertension: a 
single-Institution Study of 32 patients. J Neuro-ophthalmol. 
2020;41(2):224–32.

	56.	 Sweeney J, Zyck S, Tovar-Spinoza Z, Krishnamurthy S, Chin L, 
Bodman A. Evidence-based Perioperative Protocol for Ventriculo-
peritoneal Shunt Infection Reduction at a single Institution. World 
Neurosurg. 2019;128:e814–22.

	57.	 Karsy M, Abou-Al-Shaar H, Bowers CA, Schmidt RH. Treat-
ment of idiopathic intracranial hypertension via stereotac-
tic placement of biventriculoperitoneal shunts. J Neurosurg. 
2018;130(1):136–44.

	58.	 Tsermoulas G, Thant KZ, Byrne ME, Whiting JL, White AM, Sin-
clair AJ, et al. The Birmingham standardized idiopathic intracra-
nial hypertension shunt protocol: technical note. World Neurosurg. 
2022;167:147–51.

	59.	 Killer HE, Subramanian PS. Compartmentalized cerebrospinal 
fluid. Int Ophthalmol Clin. 2014;54(1):95.

	60.	 Hao J, Pircher A, Miller NR, Hsieh J, Remonda L, Killer HE. Cer-
ebrospinal fluid and optic nerve sheath compartment syndrome: 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11849565
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11849565
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=21968519&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=21968519&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=21968519&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0303846711000448
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=21323404&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=21323404&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=21323404&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks


272	 Current Neurology and Neuroscience Reports (2024) 24:265–272

a common pathophysiological mechanism in five different cases? 
Clin Exp Ophthalmol. 2020;48(2):212–9.

	61.	 Subramanian PS, Miller NR. Optic nerve sheath fenestration: does 
it still have a role in treating patients with elevated intracranial 
pressure? Clin Exp Ophthalmol. 2023;51(4):287–8.

	62.	 Wilkes BN, Siatkowski RM. Progressive Optic Neuropathy in Idi-
opathic Intracranial Hypertension after Optic nerve sheath fenes-
tration. J Neuro-ophthalmol. 2009;29(4):281.

	63.	 Bateman GA, Subramanian GM, Yap SL, Bateman AR. The inci-
dence of obesity, venous sinus stenosis and cerebral hyperaemia 
in children referred for MRI to rule out idiopathic intracranial 
hypertension at a tertiary referral hospital: a 10 year review. Fluids 
Barriers CNS. 2020;17(1):59.

	64.	 Zhao K, Gu W, Liu C, Kong D, Zheng C, Chen W, et al. Advances 
in the understanding of the Complex role of venous sinus stenosis 
in idiopathic intracranial hypertension. J Magn Reson Imaging. 
2022;56(3):645–54.

	65.	 Corbett JJ, Digre KB. Idiopathic intracranial hypertension: an 
answer to, the chicken or the egg? Neurology. 2002;58(1):5-6. 
http://​eutils.​ncbi.​nlm.​nih.​gov/​entrez/​eutils/​elink.​fcgi?​dbfrom=​
pubme​d&​id=​11781​394&​retmo​de=​ref&​cmd=​prlin​ks

	66.	 Nicholson P, Brinjikji W, Radovanovic I, Hilditch CA, Tsang 
ACO, Krings T, et al. Venous sinus stenting for idiopathic intrac-
ranial hypertension: a systematic review and meta-analysis. J Neu-
rointerv Surg. 2019;11(4):380.

	67.	 Smith KA, Peterson JC, Arnold PM, Camarata PJ, Whittaker TJ, 
Abraham MG. A case series of dural venous sinus stenting in idi-
opathic intracranial hypertension: association of outcomes with 
optical coherence tomography. Int J Neurosci. 2016;1–9.

	68.	 Kumpe DA, Bennett JL, Seinfeld J, Pelak VS, Chawla A, Tier-
ney M. Dural sinus stent placement for idiopathic intracranial 
hypertension. J Neurosurg. 2012;116(3):538-548. http://​eutils.​
ncbi.​nlm.​nih.​gov/​entrez/​eutils/​elink.​fcgi?​dbfrom=​pubme​d&​id=​
22149​379&​retmo​de=​ref&​cmd=​prlin​ks

	69.	 Fields JD, Javedani PP, Falardeau J, Nesbit GM, Dogan A, Helseth 
EK et al. Dural venous sinus angioplasty and stenting for the treat-
ment of idiopathic intracranial hypertension. J Neurointerv Surg. 
2013;5(1):62–8. http://​eutils.​ncbi.​nlm.​nih.​gov/​entrez/​eutils/​elink.​
fcgi?​dbfrom=​pubme​d&​id=​22146​571&​retmo​de=​ref&​cmd=​prlin​
ks

	70.	 Matloob SA, Toma AK, Thompson SD, Gan CL, Robertson F, 
Thorne L, et al. Effect of venous stenting on intracranial pres-
sure in idiopathic intracranial hypertension. Acta Neurochir. 
2017;159(8):1429–37.

	71.	 Zehri AH, Lee KE, Kartchner J, Arnel M, Martin T, Wolfe SQ, 
et al. Efficacy of dural venous sinus stenting in treating idiopathic 
intracranial hypertension with acute vision loss. Neuroradiol J. 
2021;35(1):86–93.

	72.	 Donnet A, Metellus P, Levrier O, Mekkaoui C, Fuentes S, 
Dufour H, et al. Endovascular treatment of idiopathic intracranial 
hypertension: clinical and radiologic outcome of 10 consecutive 
patients. Neurology. 2008;70(8):641–7.

	73.	 Higgins JNP, Cousins C, Owler BK, Sarkies N, Pickard JD. Idi-
opathic intracranial hypertension: 12 cases treated by venous sinus 
stenting. J Neurol Neurosurg Psychiatry. 2003;74(12):1662.

	74.	 Oyemade KA, Xu TT, Brinjikji W, Cutsforth-Gregory JK, Lanzino 
G, Kallmes DF, et al. Improved Ophthalmic outcomes following 

venous sinus stenting in idiopathic intracranial hypertension. 
Front Ophthalmol. 2022;2:910524.

	75.	 Bussière M, Falero R, Nicolle D, Proulx A, Patel V, Pelz D. Uni-
lateral transverse sinus stenting of patients with idiopathic intrac-
ranial hypertension. Am J Neuroradiol. 2010;31(4):645–50 http://​
www.​ajnr.​org/​cgi/​conte​nt/​full/​31/4/​645.

	76.	 Higgins JNP, Owler BK, Cousins C, Pickard JD. Venous sinus 
stenting for refractory benign intracranial hypertension. Lancet. 
2002;359(9302):228230.

	77.	 Radvany MG, Solomon D, Nijjar S, Subramanian PS, Miller NR, 
Rigamonti D, et al. Visual and neurological outcomes following 
endovascular stenting for Pseudotumor Cerebri Associated with 
transverse sinus stenosis. J Neuro-ophthalmol. 2013;33(2):117.

	78.	 Patsalides A, Oliveira C, Wilcox J, Brown K, Grover K, Gobin 
YP, et al. Venous sinus stenting lowers the intracranial pressure in 
patients with idiopathic intracranial hypertension. J Neurointerv 
Surg. 2019;11(2):175.

	79.	 Elder BD, Goodwin CR, Kosztowski TA, Radvany MG, Gailloud 
P, Moghekar A, et al. Venous sinus stenting is a valuable treat-
ment for fulminant idiopathic intracranial hypertension. J Clin 
Neurosci. 2015;22(4):685–9.

	80.	 Kalyvas A, Neromyliotis E, Koutsarnakis C, Komaitis S, Drosos 
E, Skandalakis GP, et al. A systematic review of surgical treat-
ments of idiopathic intracranial hypertension (IIH). Neurosurg 
Rev. 2021;44(2):773–92.

	81.	 Sugerman HJ, Felton WL, Sismanis A, Kellum JM, DeMaria EJ, 
Sugerman EL. Gastric surgery for pseudotumor cerebri associ-
ated with severe obesity. Ann Surg. 1999;229(5):634. discussion 
640-2.

	82.	 ••Mollan SP, Mitchell JL, Ottridge RS, Aguiar M, Yiangou 
A, Alimajstorovic Z et al. Effectiveness of Bariatric Surgery 
vs Community Weight Management Intervention for the Treat-
ment of Idiopathic Intracranial Hypertension. JAMA Neurol. 
2021;78(6):678–86. Clinical trial evidence for using aggressive 
weight loss management strategies like bariatric surgery to treat 
IIH patients and reduce the risk of recurrence.

	83.	 Aguiar M, Frew E, Mollan SP, Mitchell JL, Ottridge RS, Alima-
jstorovic Z, et al. The Health Economic evaluation of bariatric 
surgery Versus a Community Weight Management Intervention 
Analysis from the idiopathic intracranial hypertension weight trial 
(IIH:WT). Life. 2021;11(5):409.

	84.	 Abbott S, Chan F, Tahrani AA, Wong SH, Campbell FE, Par-
mar C et al. Weight Management Interventions for Adults With 
Idiopathic Intracranial Hypertension: A Systematic Review and 
Practice Recommendations. Neurology. 2023. https://​doi.​org/​10.​
1212/​WNL.​00000​00000​207866.

Publisher’s Note  Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

Springer Nature or its licensor (e.g. a society or other partner) holds 
exclusive rights to this article under a publishing agreement with the 
author(s) or other rightsholder(s); author self-archiving of the accepted 
manuscript version of this article is solely governed by the terms of 
such publishing agreement and applicable law.

http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=11781394&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=11781394&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=22149379&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=22149379&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=22149379&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=22146571&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=22146571&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://eutils.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/eutils/elink.fcgi?dbfrom=pubmed&id=22146571&retmode=ref&cmd=prlinks
http://www.ajnr.org/cgi/content/full/31/4/645
http://www.ajnr.org/cgi/content/full/31/4/645
https://doi.org/10.1212/WNL.0000000000207866
https://doi.org/10.1212/WNL.0000000000207866

	Novel Approaches to the Treatment of Idiopathic Intracranial Hypertension
	Abstract
	Purpose of Review 
	Recent Findings 
	Summary 

	Introduction
	Diagnosis
	Medical Management
	Acetazolamide and Topiramate
	Other Medications

	Surgical Treatment
	“Fulminant” IIH
	Optic Nerve Sheath Fenestration

	CSF DiversionShunting
	Cerebral Venous Sinus Stenting
	Surgical Weight Loss

	Conclusions
	References


