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Abstract

We prove that for a certain class of n dimensional rank one locally symmetric spaces,
if f € LP,1 < p < 2, then the Riesz means of order z of f converge to f almost
everywhere, for Rez > (n — 1)(1/p — 1/2).
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1 Introduction and Statement of the Results

In this article we study the almost everywhere convergence of the Riesz means on
quotients of rank one noncompact symmetric spaces over a proper subgroup of isome-
tries. Recall that noncompact rank one symmetric spaces are the real, complex and
quaternionic hyperbolic spaces, and the octonionic hyperbolic plane. We extend the
results obtained on rank one symmetric spaces in [15] to a class of rank one locally
symmetric spaces. To state our results, we need to introduce some notation.

Let G be a semi-simple, noncompact, connected Lie group with finite center and let
K be amaximal compact subgroup of G. Consider the symmetric space of noncompact
type X = G/K. Let dim X = n. Denote by g and ¢ the Lie algebras of G and K,
respectively. We have the Cartan decomposition g = p @ €. Let a be a maximal abelian
subspace of p and let a* be its dual. If a = R, then we say that X has rank one. From
now on, we assume that rankX = 1.
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Denote by p the half sum of positive roots counted with their multiplicities, which
is just a positive constant depending on the structure of X. Fix R > p? and z € C
with Rez > 0, and consider the even and bounded non-negative function

A%+ p?

s;(x)z(l— )l,/\ea*%R. (1
+

Denote by «j, the inverse spherical Fourier transform of s in the sense of distributions
and consider the Riesz means on X to be the convolution operator S%:

S%(f)(x) = fG GO fdy, f e CEX). )

Let I" be a discrete and torsion free subgroup of G and consider the locally sym-
metric space M = I'\X = I'\G/K. Then M, equipped with the projection of the
canonical Riemannian structure of X, becomes a Riemannian manifold.

To define Riesz means on M, we first observe thatif f € C 80 (M), then the function
S% f defined by (2) is right K -invariant and left I"-invariant. So S}, can be considered
as an operator acting on functions on M, which we shall denote by S}.

Denote by d(-, -) the Riemannian distance on X and let

P(x,y) =) e W5 >0, Vx,y € X, 3)
yel

be the Poincaré series. Note that Pg(-, -) can be both viewed as a function on X x X
ason M x M. The critical exponent §(I") is defined by

S(I') =inf{s > 0: Ps(x,y) < 400},
and is independent of the choice of x, y € X. It may also be defined by

6(I") = lim sup w, Vx,ye X,
R—+o00 R

where Ng(x,y) = #{y € T'| d(x, yy) < R} denotes the orbital counting function.
Using the fact that in rank one symmetric spaces, the volume growth at infinity is
exponential, i.e., forall x € X and R > 1, |B(x, R)| < ¢2?R [22], it can be shown
that §(I") € [0, 2p], see [25, Section 1.6] for real hyperbolic space, generalized for
arbitrary rank symmetric spaces in [24, Section 2].

We say that a rank one locally symmetric space M = I'\G/K belongs in the class
(R) if

@ 8(T) < p,
(i1) SUP, yex Ps(x,y) < 400, forany s > ('), and
(iii) M has bounded geometry.
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We say that a manifold M has bounded geometry if its Ricci curvature is uniformly
bounded below (always true for complete locally symmetric spaces) and if its injec-
tivity radius is bounded away from zero. Conditions (ii) and (iii) hold for instance for
convex cocompact groups. Recall that I" is called convex cocompact if I'\Conv(Ar)
is compact, where Conv(Ar) be the convex hull of the limit set A of I'.

Our main result is the following, which extends the results of [15] for rank one
noncompact symmetric spaces, in the class (R) of rank one locally symmetric spaces.

Theorem 1 Let 1 < p <2.If M € (R) and Rez > (n — 1)(% — 1), then
lim §;f(x) = f(x), a.e., for f € LP(M). 4
R—+o00

The Riesz means operator has been extensively studied in the case of R” ([6, 7, 13,
27]). The case of Lie groups and Riemannian manifolds of non-negative curvature is
treated in [1] and the case of elliptic differential operators on compact manifolds in
[5, 8, 16, 21, 26]. For the case of rank one noncompact symmetric spaces see [15],
for SL(3,H)/Sp(3) see [31] and for a general result on symmetric spaces (although
not optimal) see [14]. Note that as in the euclidean case of R", [27], as well as in rank
one symmetric spaces, [15], we obtain that (4) is valid for Rez larger than the critical
index zo(n, p) = (n — 1) (% - %).

Unlike the euclidean case, or for instance Riemannian manifolds of non-negative
curvature, [1], where (4) follows from L? continuity of a Riesz means maximal oper-
ator, even the problem of L” boundedness of §%, p # 2, is ill posed on noncompact
symmetric spaces. Indeed, for rank one, s} is compactly supported so it does not
extend to a holomorphic function in any complex strip containing the real line, an
extension that would be a necessary condition, [9].

Instead, one could use L” — L" mapping properties of the maximal operator
S5 f(x) = supgs 2 |S% f(x)], based on estimates of the kernel k. More precisely,
the approach pursued in [15] for rank one symmetric spaces, is to show that if Rez >
(n—1)/2,then SZf(x) < Mj f(x)+c|f|*k(x), where M; is the Hardy—Littlewood
maximal function over the balls of radius less than 1, and k is a kernel in L9 for every
q > 2. The required almost everywhere convergence follows from mapping properties
of My and xk, and complex interpolation.

In the present setting which deals with the class (R) of locally symmetric spaces,
condition (i) allows firstly to transform estimates of /{IZe on X to kernel bounds on
M, thus defining an integral Riesz means operator 3‘\% on M. Next, we decompose the
corresponding maximal operator 3’;{ to alocal part and a part at infinity. The assumption
of bounded geometry (iii) (and conditions (i), (ii), via a heat kernel argument) ensures
that all balls of the same small radius behave like their euclidean counterparts. Thus,
the local part of §,§ can be also controlled by the Hardy-Littlewood maximal operator.
The part at infinity can be viewed as an integral operator on M, with a kernel belonging
toall LY(M), g = qo(M), where go(M) is large enough, but finite. Assumption (ii)
on the uniform bound of Poincaré series turns out to be crucial in both parts.

This paper is organized as follows. In Sect. 2 we present the necessary preliminaries,
and in Sect. 3 we prove Theorem 1.
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Throughout this article, the different constants will always be denoted by the same
letter c.

2 Preliminaries

In this section we recall some basic facts about symmetric spaces. For more details
see for example [19, 20].

2.1 Symmetric Spaces

Let G be a semisimple Lie group, connected, noncompact, with finite center and let
K be a maximal compact subgroup of G. We denote by X the noncompact symmetric
space G/K. In the sequel we assume that dimX = n. Denote by g and € the Lie
algebras of G and K. Let also p be the subspace of g which is orthogonal to ¢ with
respect to the Killing form. The Killing form induces a K -invariant scalar product on
p and hence a G-invariant metric on G/K . Denote by d(., .) the Riemannian distance
and by dx the associated Riemannian measure on X.

Fix a a maximal abelian subspace of p and denote by a* the real dual of a. If
dima = /, we say that X has rank /. We also say that ¢ € a* is a root vector, if

g“={Xeg:[H,X]=a(H)X, forall H € a} # {0}.

Denote by p the half sum of positive roots, counted with their multiplicities.

From now on, we assume that rankX = 1. Then, X is one of the following: real
hyperbolic space H"(R), complex hyperbolic space H" (C), quaternionic hyperbolic
space H"(H) or the octonionic hyperbolic plane H>(Q). The constant p is, respec-
tively, (n — 1)/2,n, 2n + 1 and 11. We have the Cartan decomposition

G = Kexpatk, (5)

where at = [0, +00). On X = G /K, the decomposition K expa_+ corresponds to
polar coordinates. Therefore, each element g € G is written as g = k(exp H)k’, where
the component H > 0 is unique. Define |g| = H. Viewed on X = G/K, |g| is the
distance d(x, 0) of x = gK to the origino = K.

We identify functions on X = G/K with functions on G which are K -invariant
on the right, and hence bi-K -invariant functions on G with functions on X that are
K -invariant on the left. In the rank one setting, that simply means radial.

2.2 The Spherical Fourier Transform

Denote by S(X)* the Schwartz space of radial functions on X. The spherical Fourier
transform H is defined by

HL)O) = fG F@@ ) dx. AeR, feSX,
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where ¢, are the elementary spherical functions on G. Let S(R) be the usual Schwartz
space on the real line and let S(IR)¢V*" be the subspace of even functions in S(R). Then,
by a celebrated theorem of Harish-Chandra, 7 is an isomorphism between S(X)* and
S(R)eve". Its inverse is given by

dxr

W’ xeG, feS®R™",

(H™' f)(x) = const. /R fO)-s(x)
where ¢()) is the Harish-Chandra function.

2.3 The Class (R)

As mentioned earlier, the present setting concerns the class (R) of locally symmetric
spaces M = I'\X = I'\G/K, where (i) the critical exponent §(I") < p, (ii) Poincaré
series is uniformly bounded for any s > §(I"), and (iii) M has bounded geometry. In
this subsection, we recall some known results concerning the assumptions above.

It is well known by various results by Elstrodt, Patterson, Sullivan and Corlette
that when §(I") < p, the bottom of the L>-spectrum of the Laplace-Beltrami operator
—Ajp on M is equal to ,02, as on X, see for instance [24] and the references therein.
The latter implies that M is of infinite volume, [23].

Poincaré series, thus its pointwise estimates, arises naturally in the study of locally
symmetric spaces. For the class (R), we require a uniform upper bound,

sup Ps(x,y) < C(s) <400, Vs> ¥§). (6)
x,yeX

Such a uniform upper bound is true, for instance, in the case of convex cocompact
groups. More precisely, in [30, Lemma 3.3] it was proved that if I is convex cocompact,
then there exists a constant C > 0 such that for all x, y € X, and every s > §(I'),
it holds Ps(x, y) < C Ps(0, 0), where 0 = eK denotes the origin in X. The subject
of convex cocompact groups has been of extensive study. Without any intention to
exhaust the vast literature, we refer to [10, 25, 29, 30] for associated characterizations
and interesting results.

Finally, let us comment on the assumption of bounded geometry. To begin with,
recall that the standard notion of injectivity radius on Riemannian manifolds, in the
case of M = I'\ X boils down to inj(M) = inf;¢,s inj(x), where

inj(x) = %inf{d(x, yx): yeI~\{id}, x € @)

Here, 7 : X — I'\ X denotes the canonical projection. It follows that I" cannot contain
parabolic elements. For convex cocompact groups, the injectivity radius is bounded
away from zero (this was pointed out to us by J.-Ph. Anker). Furthermore, bounded
geometry implies some control on the volume growth of M. For an upper bound, recall
that a ball of radius » on M has volume less or equal than the corresponding ball on
its universal cover X. It follows, using the Cartan decomposition (or see [2, p.647]),
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that there is a constant ¢ > O such that forall x € M, r > 0,
|B(X,r)| <cre®’. (7

For a lower bound concerning volume growth for M in the class (R), we make use of
the Faber—Krahn inequality.

2.3.1 Faber-Krahn Inequality

Given anon-negative non-increasing function A on (0, +00), we say thata Riemannian
manifold M satisfies the Faber—Krahn inequality with function A if, for any non-empty
relatively compact open set 2 C M,

Amin(§2) = A(I€2]),

where Amin(€2) is the first eigenvalue of the Dirichlet problem in 2 for the Laplace-
Beltrami operator — Ay and |2| = vol(€2), [18, Section 14.2].

Denote by A, the heat kernel on a Riemannian manifold. Then, for any v > 0, the
following conditions are equivalent:

(a) The on-diagonal estimate 4, (x, x) < C t_%, forallt > O0and x € M.
(b) The Faber—Krahn inequality with function A(v) = ¢ v’% where ¢ > 0,

[18, Corollary 14.23]. Note that a Faber—Krahn inequality with function A(v) = cv -3
implies that, for any relatively compact ball B(x, r),

|B(x,r)| = c(w)r?, ®)

[18, p.371]. In the case of bounded geometry, geodesic balls are indeed relatively
compact sets, see [18, pp.312-313].

There is a very rich and long literature concerning heat kernel estimates in various
geometric contexts, [18]. In particular, optimal estimates of the heat kernel have been
obtained in [12] for real hyperbolic spaces, generalized in [2] for Damek-Ricci spaces
(which include all rank one noncompact symmetric spaces) and finally in [3] and [4]
for arbitrary rank noncompact symmetric spaces.

More precisely, the heat kernel /; on rank one symmetric spaces is a radial function,
that is h,(x,y) = h,(d), where d = d(x, y) is the geodesic distance on X. The
following (upper and lower) estimate holds:

n—=3

k 1+d)\ 2 2
h,<d>xz—3<1+d>(1+%> e PP1—pd=5 ©)

Note that (9) implies the upper bound

hi(d) < c(e)t " 2e P94 forallt,d > 0, (10)
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forany 0 < ¢ < p.
The heat kernel h{” on M = I'\ X is given by

WG 5) =Y hi(x, ),

yell

[10]. Therefore, when §(I") < p, we have by (6) and (10) that

W (R, 5) < c(e)17 Yy e PTEYY < o(e, p) 172,
yel

taking ¢ small enough so that p — ¢ > §(I").

Thus, according to the equivalent conditions (a) and (b), the locally symmetric space
M = I'\ X in the class (R) satisfies the Faber—Krahn inequality with A(v) = ¢ v_%.
Hence, the lower bound (8) holds for v = n.

It follows from (7) and (8) for v = n that, for locally symmetric spaces in the class
(R), small balls are essentially euclidean:

|By (%, r)| <r", forallx e M and0 <r < 1. (11D

3 Proof of Theorem 1

As mentioned earlier, our goal is to derive results for M, analogous to the ones obtained
in ([15]) for the covering space X.
For that, in this section we study the boundedness of the maximal operator

Sif(x) = sup [Sif ()], for feLP(M), 1<p=<2. (12)
R>p?

Our aim is to prove that §§ maps L (M) to (LY + L") (M), forall r = r(M) large
enough, which is our main result in Theorem 4. Then, taking into account the L2(M )
boundedness result of Lemma 3, Theorem 1 follows by intepolation and well-known
measure theoretic arguments, see for example [17, Theorem 2.1.14].

The Riesz means kernel «j on X is given by

M+

V4
R ))(epo), reR, HeR,.
+

Kb(exp H) = H™! <<1

Using this formula and the expression of the inverse spherical Fourier transform 7!
in the case of rank one symmetric spaces, Giulini and Mauceri in [15, Corollary 3.7]
obtained the following estimate of « j:

lici(exp H)| < c(2)R*(1 + VRH) RE=HED2 () o gyn=D2e=pH - (13)
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where c(z) is some constant which grows at most exponentially in Imz when Rez is
in a bounded subset of (0, +00).

Recall now that the Riesz means operator on M is initially defined as a convolution
operator on G,

(S'\fef)(x) :/;;Kf?(y_lx)f(y)dy, f e Cy(M). (14)
Setkj(x,y) = Kf’e(y_lx) and

R 5) =Y rhlx. vy, (15)
yell

where X = (x) and 7 : X — M denotes the covering map. We shall first prove the
following result.

Proposition 2 [fM € (R), then the series (15) converges and the Riesz means operator
Sy on M is given by

SpHE) = /Mffe(i,i)f(i)di- (16)

Proof Use the Cartan decomposition and write (yy)~'x = kexp Hyk;,. Note that
d(x,yy) = H,. Then, since kj is K-bi-invariant, we have Kfe((yy)_lx) =
Ky (exp H,). The distance on M is defined by
du(x,y) = inf d(x, yy). 17
yel

Recall that §(I") < p. Then, estimate (13) implies that forany 0 < ¢ < p — §(I"),

[R5, ) < c@R"Y (1 + VRHy) R D2 (1 4 H,)=D2empHy - (18)

yel
< R Y (1 + VRHy) R +D/2=0=e) 1
yell
S C(Z)Rn/2(1 + \/EdM(i, j}*))*ReZ*(H+1)/2 Zef(pfs)HV (19)

yell

where we used (17). Thus, it remains to prove (16). Since "Ize and f are right-K -
invariant, from (14) we get that

5 )00 = /X & (x, ) f ().
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Finally, since f is left I"-invariant, by Weyl’s formula we find that

Saf)) = /X K50 ) F Oy = /F AT mron |as

yell

_ f 2 V5.
M

Next, we proceed as in [15, Lemma 4.1], and we prove the following lemma.
Lemma3 If f € L%(M) and 7 € C withRez > 0, then ||:S‘:§f||2 <c@Ifla-

Proof Let Hy = eR®M be the heat semigroup on M, where Ay is the Laplace-
Beltrami operator on M. By the spectral theorem and the fact that the bottom of the
spectrum on M € (R) is p?, it holds “ﬁR”Lz(M)aLZ(M) ——a < 1. Thus, by
[28,Chapter III, MAXIMAL THEOREM], the heat maximal operator f — H, f =
SUPR=0 |ﬁ = f| is bounded on L%(M). Thus, it suffices to prove the boundedness of
(§Z —H )«. Using the spectral theorem for Aj; and the Mellin transform we have

(§§ ~Hp)f = /RC(Z,S)R_is(—AM)”de, (20)

where |c(z, 5)| < c(z)(1 + |s|)~Rez+D [15]. So, the integral in (20) converges. Since
LZ(M ) is a complete Banach lattice, from [11], we can write

(§* = H)uf = sup (5% — Hr) f1 < ¢(2) /Ra + s~ ReEED Ay flds.

Thus, since by the spectral theorem [|(—A 7)™ l2(my—12(m) < 1, we obtain

157 — HDafll 2oy < €@ FIl2a0)-

O
Our main result is the following, corresponding to [15, Lemma 4.2].

Theorem4 Let Rez > (n — 1)/2 and M € (R). Consider gy = qo(M) = 2p/e,
where 0 < & < p — 8(I'). Then, forall 1 < p < g, the operator 3’:{ maps Lp(]\:l\)
continuously into (L? + L")(M) for every r € [qop’/(p’ — q0), +00]. Moreover, St
maps LY (M) continuously into (L' + L")(M) for every r € [qo, +00].

Proof We have
S5 = /M?,é(i, )

— f R ) f )T + / B fG)T = I + b,
By (x,1) By (X,1)¢
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Estimates for 1. Let Ny, denote the maximal operator

Ny f&E) = sup ¥(t) lfIldy, @ =1t", 1>0. 2n

Recall the kernel estimate (19), which holds for any 0 < ¢ < p — §(I'). Using the
uniform estimate of Poincaré series (6), it follows that for some ¢ = ¢(z, p, ) that

i 5/ RE(E )L fGld5
By (x,1)
<R / (1 + VRdy (7. §) R D2 £(5)(d5
By (X,1)

(VRdy (%, 3))"

=c du (X, )" (3)ldy
/BM()E,I) My (1+ﬁdM(JZ,y))Rez+(n+1)/z|fy| Y
0 ~ ~
.o (VRdy (%, )" o
=3 G s )IdS
Do Y2 <dy (R ) <2 (1 + VRdy (&, 3))Rez+ it/
0
R2V n
<X | g LR F I3
pem—oo V2" <dy (7,5)<2 (1 + +/R2v—1)Rez+(n+1)/2
0
(VR2")" o
<c (21) d
U:z_:oo (1+ﬁ2v—1)Rez+<n+1)/z‘” ) dM(i,y)52v|f(y)| y
0
R2\) n
<cNyf® Y (VR2) ’ )

a+ \/Ezv—l)Rez+(n+1)/2'

V=—00

where for the last two lines we used (21). Let 2k <« /R < 2K*! for some k € Z.
Thus, VR = 2]“”, for some s € (0, 1]. Then, note that

0 (ﬁzU)n B 0 (2k+v+5)n
Z (1 + +/R2V—1)Rez+(n+1)/2 - Z (1 + 2k+v—1+s)Rez+(n+1)/2

V=—00

V=—00

+0o (2€+s)n

= Z (1+2£—1+S)Rez+(n+l)/2

{=—00

0 ~+00
c Z (2@)}1 _}_CZ(ZK)*RGZ*F(W*I)/Z < C,
{=—00 =0

IA

(23)
provided that Rez > (n — 1)/2. Combining (22) and (23), it follows that

11| < c()Ny f(X). (24)
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By (11), we have that ¥ () behaves like |Bys(x, N~ ast — 0F. Thus, |;] is
dominated by the Hardy-Littlewood maximal function over the balls of radius at most
1. A standard covering lemma shows that the maximal operator Ny, is of weak type
1 — 1 and is bounded on L” (M) for every 1 < p < oo.

Estimates for I. Firstly, note that when djys (X, y) > 1, we have d(x, yy) > 1 for
all y € I'. Then, we can control (1 + ~/Rd(x, yy))~! above by 2(1 + +/R)~'(1 +
d(x,yy))"Vif R > 1, and by ﬁ‘l(l +d(x,yy))~"if R < 1. Therefore, in both
cases, when Rez > (n — 1)/2, the kernel estimate (18) yields

i, ) < c@) Y (1 +d(x, yy) Relemrdry

yel
< c@U +dy R, 7)Y ey oy (7, §) > 1.
yell
Therefore,
s [ RGE DI
By (x,1)¢
<c@) (I +dp (%, 5) TN " e dCrD| £(5)d5

By (%,1)° s

<c(2) / R DI G5,
M
where

RE 7) = (1 +dyuE, 7)) "2 e rder) g 5 e M.
yell

Note that this kernel is uniformly bounded on M x M by (6). Thus, |I3| is dominated
by an integral operator with kernel &, acting on | f|. To conclude, it suffices to show
that for all g large enough,

sup [K(X, lLany < +oo and  sup |[K(-, ) llLaary < +00.
xeM yeM

By symmetry, we may restrict to the first norm. Then, for every 0 < ¢ < p — 6(I'),
we have

q

[ ®G w5 = [ @ du gy (e ) s
M M s

q

5/(1+dM();,9))fq(n+1>/2efqedm,y> S oot | gz
M
yell
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<Clp—¢) / (1+dy (%, 5) 10D 2emaedn G0 g5,
M

by the uniform bound (6). Therefore, using the volume growth estimate (7), the last
integral can be estimated by

+00
/ (1 4+ dy (%, §)) "1+ D/2g=qedu (%5 g5
v=0 v<dpy (¥,y)<v+1
+00
=c Z(l 4+ v)T4OFD2 (] yynemaev ey,
v=0

which is finite, if ¢ > go(M) = 2p/¢. An application of Young’s inequality finishes
the proof. O

Remark The result at infinity for 3:{ is less precise than the one in [15, Lemma 4.2]
for SZ, where g > 2 in the rank one case.

Using complex interpolation, we have the following result.

Theorem 5 Let M € (R) and consider gy = qo(M) = 2p /e, where0 < ¢ < p—8(I").
Then, forall 1 < p <2andRez > (n— 1)(% - %), the following mapping properties

0f§,§ hold: for every f € LP(M), 1 < p <2,

ISEfllcer+rryomny < c@INfllLe,

forallr € [pgo/(2 — p + pqgo — qo), 00). For every f € L'(M), it holds
ISZ £ lzrw s Lryany < c@IFI L)

for everyr € [qo, 00].

As a corollary of Theorem 5 and standard measure-theoretic arguments, Theorem 1
follows.
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