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Abstract A ZnMn2O4 catalyst has been synthesized via
a sucrose-aided combustion method and characterized by
various analytical techniques. It is composed of numerous
nanoparticles (15–110 nm) assembled into a porous
structure with a specific surface area (SSA) of
19.1 m2$g–1. Its catalytic activity has been investigated
for the degradation of orange II dye using three different
systems, i.e., the photocatalysis system with visible light,
the chemocatalysis system with bisulfite, and the photo-
chemical catalysis system with both visible light and
bisulfite. The last system exhibits the maximum degrada-
tion efficiency of 90%, much higher than the photocata-
lysis system (15%) and the chemocatalysis system (67%).
The recycling experiments indicate that the ZnMn2O4

catalyst has high stability and reusability and is thus a
green and eximious catalyst. Furthermore, the potential
degradation mechanisms applicable to the three systems
are discussed with relevant theoretical analysis and
scavenging experiments for radicals. The active species
such as Mn(III), O2

�–, h+, eaq
–, SO4

�– and HO� are proposed
to be responsible for the excellent degradation results in the
photo-chemical catalysis system with the ZnMn2O4

catalyst.

Keywords ZnMn2O4, photo-chemical catalysis, bisulfite,
dye degradation

1 Introduction

Water pollution has been a major issue of concern due to

the serious impact on all living creatures [1]. It has already
been reported that the major organic compounds, which
contribute to environmental danger are the textile as well
as other industrial dyes [2]. Many dyes are nontoxic by
themselves but when they are mixed with water, they easily
form highly toxic complexes in wastewater and this
wastewater can pollute water sources if improperly
discharged to the environment. To suppress or alleviate
the increasingly worsening problem of water contamina-
tion, advanced oxidation processes (AOPs) are intensively
being developed as innovative water treatment technolo-
gies. Among various AOPs, heterogeneous photocatalysis
has been shown to have a great potential as a low-cost,
environmentally friendly and sustainable treatment tech-
nology to tally with the “zero” waste scheme in the water/
wastewater industry [3].
The performance of catalysts is a critical factor affecting

photocatalytic efficiency. A great number of semiconduc-
tor materials have already been tested as photocatalysts to
degrade pollutants. The transition metal oxides not only
have semiconductor properties, but also have excellent
redox properties owing to unfilled valence d-orbitals that
lose or seize electrons easily, making them superior metal
oxide catalysts. As a II–VI semiconductor with thermal
stability, ZnO exhibits sensitive response to both ultravio-
let (UV) and visible light [4], and is widely applied in
many fields, such as manufacture of lasers and UV light-
emitting-diodes. Moreover, in the chemical industry, ZnO
is widely used as a heterogeneous catalyst for the
production of many chemicals such as methanol [5].
However, the catalytic efficiency of ZnO is restricted by its
low adsorption ability, fast electron-hole recombination
and limited reusability [6]. Manganese is an active and
common metal that is easily oxidized in nature. Due to rich
redox and catalytic properties, manganese and different
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forms of manganese oxides are known to play an important
role in catalyzing numerous organic reactions [7,8]. In
addition, transition metal composite oxides often have
better properties than a single oxide, in the fields such as
electronics, optics, and magnetics. Transition metal
composite oxides also have good stability, corrosion
resistance, high temperature resistance, high hardness
and other characteristics. Compared with common sin-
gle-metal oxides, the spinels AB2O4 (A, B = metal) are
more attractive by virtue of electron hopping between
different valence states of metals in O-sites and also supply
necessary surface active metal centers for redox reaction
[9–12]. Among the spinels, zinc manganese oxides have
attracted much attention owing to their tremendous
technological importance as catalyst, solid electrolyte
[9,13], and so on. Khaksar et al. [14] synthesized
Zn1–xMnxO nanoparticles by a polyethylene glycol sol-
gel method and applied them as a catalyst along with H2O2

as the oxidant to degrade methylene blue completely.
Qiu et al. [15] used Fenton-like catalysts and H2O2 to
degrade methyl violet, and found that the synthesized
ZnMn2O4 nanorod exhibited much better catalytic perfor-
mance than ZnMnO3 nanorods, because the t2g

3eg
1 electron

configuration of Mn(III) in ZnMn2O4 could facilitate the
dissociation of oxygen-containing radicals (HO� and
HOO�/O2

�–). Nevertheless, not much research has been
done on the photocatalytic activity of zinc manganese
oxides. Borhade et al. [16] used mechanochemical method
to prepare the hexagonal nanocrystalline ZnMnO3 powder
and found that the ZnMnO3 exhibited a pronounced
photocatalytic activity under UV-visible light irradiation
and could almost degrade Erioglaucine dye completely. Li
and Xu [17] adopted the method composed of electro-
spinning technique and subsequent calcination to fabricate
Zn-Mn-O heterostructures with unique morphologies and
applied them in degradation of methylene blue. The results
indicated that the catalytic performance of the samples
followed the sequence: ZnMnO3/ZnMn2O4> ZnO/
ZnMnO3>ZnMn2O4. It was pointed out that the hetero-
structures of ZnMnO3/ZnMn2O4 with fan-like side mor-
phology had a loose porous surface which facilitated the
interaction/reaction between samples and organics, result-
ing in their higher photocatalytic activity [17].
With further developments of photocatalysis, it has been

shown that the addition of small quantities of oxidants such
as H2O2 leads to an increase in the formation of hydroxyl
radicals. The combination of photocatalyst and oxidants
has the capability of oxidizing several highly refractory
compounds [4]. However, some oxidants such as O3 and
H2O2 that are commonly used to produce strongly
oxidizing hydroxyl radicals may be limited in application
due to cost-intensive production of oxidants, transport and
storage of H2O2, pH adjustments, and sludge generation
[18]. Compared to HO� (1.8–2.7 V vs NHE, pH
dependent), sulfate radical (SO4

�–) is a very strong one-

electron oxidant (2.5–3.1 V) [19], and is expected to
degrade most of the environmentally toxic chemicals in a
wide pH range (2.0–8.0) [20]. In addition, on account of
the convenience of storage and transport, pH-tolerance and
stability [21], sulfate radical-based AOPs are garnering
broad attention as one of the most promising ways for the
destruction of organic contaminants in water [20,22].
Persulfate (peroxymonosulfate (PMS, HSO5

–) and perox-
ydisulfate (PDS, S2O8

2–)) are commonly used as pre-
cursors of sulfate radicals and can be activated to generate
SO4

�– by using heat [23], UV [23,24], base [25,26],
transition metals [27,28], electrochemical means [29,30] or
other ways [31,32]. However, intensive energy input,
which is required for activation, high costs of oxidants and
risks of secondary pollution represent the main practical
constraints for persulfate pilot-scale application. Consider-
ing the fact that sulfite and bisulfite (BS) may be relatively
cheap and easy to obtain and can be finally oxidized to the
harmless sulfate ion, it is possible to use sulfite or BS to
enhance the degradation of organic contaminants in water
[33].
Sun et al. [34,35] studied the activation of manganese

oxidants with BS, and proposed the influencing factors and
reaction mechanism of permanganate/BS (PM/BS) pro-
cess. These researchers found that soluble Mn(III)
generated in the activation of permanganate/BS could
oxidize organic contaminants rapidly and the fraction of
Mn(III) effective for decomposing organic contaminant
could be decreased by the presence of excessive BS or by
the rapid disproportionation of Mn(III) at pH≥7.0 [36].
The PM/BS process may lead to a new category of
advanced oxidation technologies based on contaminant
oxidation by reactive Mn(III), rather than hydroxyl and
sulfate radicals [34].
Herein we report the synthesis of ZnMn2O4 nanoparti-

cles via a sucrose-aided combustion method and their use
as a catalyst to degrade orange II in three different systems,
i.e., photocatalysis, chemocatalysis, and photo-chemical
catalysis. The influences of material composition, mor-
phology and chemical environment on the degradation
process is investigated. Furthermore, the stability and
recyclability of the ZnMn2O4 sample is also investigated.

2 Experimental

2.1 Materials

Mn(NO3)2$4H2O, sucrose, NaHSO3, MeOH, ethylenedia-
minetetraacetic acid disodium salt (EDTA-2Na) were
supplied by the Shanghai Titan Scientific Co., Ltd.
(Shanghai, China). Zn(NO3)2$6H2O, tert-butanol (TBA)
and p-benzoquinone (BQ) were purchased from the
Shanghai Aladdin Bio-Chem Technology Co., Ltd.
(Shanghai, China). NaNO3 and orange II sodium salt
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were obtained from the Sinopharm Chemical Reagent Co.,
Ltd. (Shanghai, China). All the chemicals for this study
were at least of analytical grade and were used as received.
Deionized water was used throughout the experiments.

2.2 Synthesis of ZnMn2O4

The ZnMn2O4 sample was prepared by a straightforward
sucrose-aided combustion method [37] with the initial
formation of Zn/Mn-sucrose composite and subsequent
decomposition. Firstly, 1.1156 g Zn(NO3)2$6H2O,
1.8826 g Mn(NO3)2$4H2O and 0.5990 g sucrose were
dissolved in a small amount of distilled water under stirring
at room temperature. Then, the solution was heated at
120°C for about 20 min under stirring. Upon further
heating, the material dried up and started to swell due to the
evolution of gases generated during thermolysis of the
reagents, resulting in a foamy mass. After a few minutes,
the mass started to burn up spontaneously without flame,
yielding the precursor Zn/Mn-sucrose composite which
was a very light and fluffy black powder. Finally, the
obtained composite was heated by a muffle furnace in air at
600°C for 4 h with a heating rate of 5°C$min–1.

2.3 Characterization

The crystallinity, crystalline phases and phase purity of the
catalyst were analyzed by powder X-ray diffraction (XRD)
using a Rigaku D/Max-2500 PC X-ray diffractometer with
Cu Kα radiation. The morphology of the catalyst was
characterized by the JSM-6360LA scanning electron
microscope (SEM, JEOL, Japan). The BETspecific surface
area was recorded on a nitrogen-adsorption system (ASAP
2010C, USA). The distribution of each element was
studied by X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS)
performed on a Thermo Scientific, Escalab 250Xi spectro-
meter with monochromatic Al X-ray source (Al Kα, hn =
1486.7 eV). Ion chromatography (Dionex ICS-1100) was
used to detect the sulfite and sulfate ions.

2.4 Catalytic degradation of orange II

The catalytic activities of the as-obtained ZnMn2O4 sample
were tested for the degradation of orange II in three types
of systems, i.e., photocatalysis, chemocatalysis and photo-
chemical catalysis which is a combination of the former
two systems. The photocatalysis system was used with
visible light irradiation, using a home-made photoreactor
containing 5 � 24 W LED lamps. The chemocatalysis
system was set up in the presence of NaHSO3. The photo-
chemical catalysis system was a combination of both
visible light irradiation and sodium BS. All experiments
were conducted in a 100 mL vessel containing a solution of
orange II (6 ppm) at room temperature. For each
experiment, 0.1 g of the as-synthesized ZnMn2O4 sample
was added into the orange II solution and its catalytic

performance in different systems was evaluated using
various factors. With the continuous magnetic stirring,
samples were taken out at regular time intervals from the
suspension during the 120-min reaction process. The
collected suspensions were centrifuged to filter out the
ZnMn2O4 nanocrystals and then the nanocrystal free
solution was analyzed using a UV-Vis spectrophotometer
(UV-2450, Shimadzu, Japan).
To examine the stability and recyclability of the

ZnMn2O4 catalyst, recycling experiments were conducted.
The used catalyst was collected by filtration after each
cycle followed by washing with deionized water and
ethanol several times and drying at 60°C overnight. The
dose of the catalyst and other reaction conditions remained
the same in each run.

3 Results and discussion

3.1 Characterization

The XRD pattern of the ZnMn2O4 catalyst is shown in
Fig. 1. The characteristic diffraction peaks for the sample
were detected at 2q angles of 18.2°, 29.3°, 31.2°, 33.0°,
36.4°, 38.9°, 44.7°, 50.7°, 51.9°, 54.4°, 56.7°, 59.0°, 60.8°,
65.1°, 70.9°, 75.0°, 77.3° and 78.6°, which are consistent
with (101), (112), (200), (103), (211), (004), (220), (204),
(105), (312), (303), (321), (224), (400), (305), (413), (422)
and (404) crystal planes of tetragonal ZnMn2O4 (JCPDS
file No. 77-0470), respectively. No characteristic peak
from any impurities could be detected.

Typical SEM images of the ZnMn2O4 catalyst are shown
in Fig. 2. The ZnMn2O4 catalyst exists in the form of
nanoparticles of 15–110 nm in size (Figs. 2(a) and 2(b)). At
higher magnification (Figs. 2(c) and (d)), some thick, very
loose plate-like structures with many macropores on their
surfaces were observed. The precursor Zn/Mn-sucrose
composite was very fluffy before heating at 600°C and as

Fig. 1 XRD pattern of the ZnMn2O4 catalyst.
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the sucrose decomposed during the calcination process, a
loose and porous structure of the ZnMn2O4 catalyst was
formed because of the escaping gases.
The ZnMn2O4 catalyst prepared by the sucrose-aided

combustion method, however, has a low surface area of
19.1 m2$g–1 for the powder annealed at 600°C in air.

3.2 Performance of the ZnMn2O4 catalyst for orange II
degradation

As shown in Fig. 3(a), orange II was used as a model
contaminant to evaluate the catalytic activities of the
ZnMn2O4 sample under different conditions. As an anionic
azo dye, orange II is refractory with good stability [38].
After 120 min of visible light irradiation, the concentration
of the orange II solution hardly changed, suggesting that
there is no photobleaching of pure orange II dye. The blank
tests showed that in the absence of the catalyst, sodium BS
could degrade the dye to some extent (26%), and the
degradation efficiency improved to 37% after adding
illumination, indicating that some active species were
generated in the BS solution. However, more active
substances were produced under light irradiation, which
increased the degradation efficiency further. Because the
degradation experiments were performed in open air, BS
could be oxidized by oxygen to produce SO4

�– (Eq. 1) [39].
Then, HO� would appear after SO4

�– reacts with OH– (Eq.
2) [40]. As a weak electrolyte, HSO3

– was partially ionized
in water to give H+ and SO3

2–. When HSO3
– solution is

irradiated with light, sulfite radicals (SO3
�–) and hydrated

electrons (eaq
–) are produced by sulfite photolysis (Eq. 3)

[41]. Hydrated electron (eaq
–) is a powerful reducing

species which can reduce and decolorize the dye molecule
[42].

2HSO –
3 þ O2↕ ↓SO� –

4 þ SO2 –
4 þ 2Hþ (1)

SO� –
4 þ OH –

↕ ↓SO2 –
4 þ HO� (2)

SO2 –
3 þ hν↕ ↓SO� –

3 þ e –aq (3)

Less than 3% of the dye was adsorbed on ZnMn2O4

under dark condition and hence, the role of adsorption
appears to be very limited. However, the degradation
results of orange II with the ZnMn2O4 catalyst varied
widely among different systems. In the photocatalysis
system, the orange II removal was about 15% in the
presence of the ZnMn2O4 catalyst alone under visible light
irradiation, suggesting that ZnMn2O4 could be activated by
visible light. When the ZnMn2O4 catalyst interacted with
BS, 67% of the dye was destroyed within 120 min in the
chemocatalysis system. However, with the ZnMn2O4/Vis/
BS combined system, namely photo-chemical catalysis
system, the reaction rate was much faster than the above
two cases and a dramatic orange II degradation of 90%was
achieved during the experimental period. To investigate the
concentration of sulfate ions in the solutions, several
solutions after reaction were analyzed by ion chromato-
graphy, and deionized water was also applied as the blank
group. As shown in Fig. 3(b), the sulfate ion concentration
of the deionized water is about 0.66 mg$L–1, and
the concentration of the orange II solution with BS is
2.84 mg$L–1, whereas the sulfate ion concentration is about
4.18 mg$L–1 for the solution either in the chemocatalysis

Fig. 2 SEM images of the ZnMn2O4 catalyst.
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system or the photo-chemical catalysis system, indicating
that BS is easily oxidized to sulfate and the ZnMn2O4

catalyst promotes the transformation. The above result
suggests that the combined effect of homogeneous and
heterogeneous photocatalytic oxidation induced by BS and
ZnMn2O4, respectively, is responsible for the increased
orange II degradation.

3.3 Stability

The recyclability of catalyst is an important factor to
estimate stability of the catalyst and long-term use in
practical applications. As shown in Fig. 4(a), after three
successive degradation cycles of orange II in photo-
chemical catalysis system, the used ZnMn2O4 still shows
high activity similar to the fresh material, which degrades
nearly 90% dye in 120 min. Furthermore, the XRD
patterns of the catalyst after different recycling runs shows
no significant change in the structure compared with that of
the original catalyst (Fig. 4(b)). These results suggest that

the as-synthetized ZnMn2O4 sample is a green and
eximious catalyst with high stability and excellent
recyclability, which are propitious for the potential
environmental applications.

3.4 Mechanisms of degradation

3.4.1 Photocatalysis mechanism

In the photocatalysis system, only 15% orange II is
removed through the activation of the ZnMn2O4 catalyst
by visible light, possibly due to the relatively small active
surface. According to the photocatalysis mechanism, when
a photon with energy greater than or equal to the bandgap
energy of ZnMn2O4 is illuminated onto the surface of
ZnMn2O4, the lone electron is photoexcited to the empty
conduction band in femtoseconds. The photonic excitation
generates an empty unfilled valence band and the electron-
hole pair (Eq. 4) [43]. The holes can remove orange II by
direct oxidation or formation of HO� via the reaction with

Fig. 3 (a) Orange II degradation in different systems, and (b) sulfate ion concentration in different systems. Conditions: orange II
6 mg$L–1, ZnMn2O4 1.0 g$L–1, and NaHSO3 1.2 g$L–1.

Fig. 4 (a) Recycling runs for the degradation of orange II in the photo-chemical catalysis system (Conditions: orange II 6 mg$L–1,
ZnMn2O4 1.0 g$L–1, and NaHSO3 1.2 g$L–1); (b) XRD patterns of the ZnMn2O4 after different recycling runs.
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the surface-adsorbed OH groups (Eqs. 5 and 7) [38].
Moreover, radiolysis in aqueous solutions causes the
charged species to become hydrated within a very short
interval of time ([44]. Then, the hydrated electrons are
captured by O2 to form the superoxide radicals (O2

�–) (Eq.
6) [42,45], which can also degrade the dye (Eq. 7).
Unfortunately, it is difficult to effectively utilize the photo-
generated electron–holes because of their rapid recombi-
nation. Therefore, the photocatalytic activity is relatively
low in the ZnMn2O4/Vis system.

catalystþ hν↕ ↓e – þ hþ (4)

hþ þ OH –
↕ ↓HO� (5)

e –aq þ O2↕ ↓O� –
2 (6)

hþ=O� –
2 =HO�=e –aq þ dyes↕ ↓products (7)

3.4.2 Chemocatalysis mechanism

In the chemocatalysis system, the ZnMn2O4 sample was
used as the catalyst and BS was used as the oxidant to
degrade orange II under the dark condition. The degrada-
tion process was monitored by UV-visible spectrometry to
verify the fast-chemical destruction of azo bond in orange
II. As shown in Fig. 5, the intense absorbance of orange II
at wavelength of 484 nm decreases rapidly in the first
40 min and eventually to 33% of the initial value after
120 min. In the presence of BS, the ZnMn2O4 catalyst
shows a good catalytic ability, indicating that the ZnMn2O4

catalyst is activated by BS and some active species
produced during the process are propitious for degradation.
Driven by the ZnMn2O4 catalyst, BS is oxidized to SO3

�–

(Eq. 8) [46]. Under aerobic atmosphere, the generated
SO3

�– rapidly reacts with oxygen and gave rise to the

formation of the oxygen-centered PMS (SO5
�–) and sulfate

(SO4
�–) anion radicals through subsequent reactions (Eqs.

9 and 10) [47]. As described in Eq. 2, hydroxyl radicals are
produced from the redox reaction between SO4

�– and OH–.
As highly reactive radicals, both HO� and SO4

�– accelerate
the breakdown of the dye (Eq. 11).
To cast more light on the reaction mechanism, the

relative contributions of the active species mentioned
above should be assessed by adding corresponding radical
scavengers. Therefore, TBA was selected as the HO�

scavenger because it has high reactivity toward HO� (k =
6.0 � 108 L∙mol–1$s–1 ) and much lower reactivity toward
SO4

�– (k = 8.0 � 105 L∙mol–1$s–1) [48], whereas MeOH
was chosen as an effective quencher for both SO4

�– and
HO� due to its high rate constants with SO4

�– (k = 2.5� 107

L∙mol–1$s–1) and HO� (k = 9.7 � 108 L∙mol–1$s–1).
Furthermore, SO3

�– and SO5
�– are relatively inert to

alcohols. As shown in Fig. 6, after adding TBA, the
degradation rate of orange II is reduced to 20%, and even
lower in the presence of MeOH. However, the inhibition of
TBA is more significant, so HO� is the main active
substance in the chemocatalysis system.

catalystþ HSO –
3 ↕ ↓SO� –

3 (8)

SO� –
3 þ O2↕ ↓SO� –

5 (9)

SO� –
5 þ SO2 –

3 ↕ ↓SO� –
4 þ SO2 –

4 (10)

HO�=SO� –
4 þ dyes↕ ↓products (11)

3.4.3 Photo-chemical catalysis mechanism

In the photo-chemical catalysis system, where both visible
light irradiation and BS were present, the ZnMn2O4 sample
exhibited excellent catalytic capability. Representative

Fig. 5 UV-Vis spectra during the degradation of orange II for the
chemocatalysis system. Conditions: orange II 6 mg$L–1, ZnMn2O4

1.0 g$L–1, and NaHSO3 1.2 g$L–1

Fig. 6 Orange II degradation in the chemocatalysis system.
Conditions: orange II 6 mg$L–1, ZnMn2O4 1.0 g$L–1, and
NaHSO3 1.2 g$L–1.
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changes in UV-Vis spectra during orange II decolorization
in the photo-chemical catalysis system are depicted in
Fig. 7. The main absorption band at 484 nm drastically
diminishes within 120 min, indicating almost complete
destruction of the dye. The removal of orange II in the
photo-chemical catalysis system is 90%, which is much
higher than that in the photocatalysis system (15%) and
higher than that in the chemocatalysis system (67%). This
result indicates that the ZnMn2O4 catalyst is activated by
BS and visible light, and they interact with each other to
produce some unique active species, rather than due to a
simple addition of the respective effects.

To further understand the confinement and synergistic
effects of ZnMn2O4 catalyst in the heterogeneous reaction,
XPS was applied to evaluate the chemical composition of
active species for the fresh and used ZnMn2O4. The survey
spectrum indicates the presence of Mn, Zn, O and C
elements on the catalyst surface (Fig. 8(a)). Owing to
hydrocarbon contaminants, small amount of C is present in
the XPS spectra, which is a common feature of XPS
analysis. The high resolution spectrum of each element is
corrected using the standard correction factor C 1s (284.8
eV). In Fig. 8(b), the Mn 2p spectra featured two strong
spin-orbital peaks of Mn 2p3/2 centered at 641.8 eVandMn
2p1/2 at 653.7 eV. Gaussian-Lorentzian curve fitting of Mn
2p3/2 and Mn 2p1/2 was carried out to describe the
oxidation states of the ZnMn2O4 catalyst. For Mn 2p3/2,
two peaks at 641.4 and 642.8 eV were obtained, which can
be assigned to Mn(II) and Mn(III) oxidation states with a
ratio of 0.35:0.65. After the reaction, the area ratio of
Mn(II)/Mn(III) is changed to a lower value of 0.25:0.75.
The obvious change of Mn valence indicates that Mn
species on catalyst surface participate in the heterogeneous
catalytic reaction. Mn(II) provides electrons and partially
contributes to the increase of Mn(III). For the XPS

spectrum of Zn shown in Fig. 8(c), the binding energies
at 1021.4 and 1044.5 eV for 2p3/2 and 2p1/2 correspond to
Zn(II) states, and the Zn 2p3/2 spectrum of Zn oxide is free
from multiplet splitting and other complicating effects. In
the case of O 1s spectra (Fig. 8(d)), two oxygen species can
be seen, i.e., the surface lattice oxygen species (Olatt) at
529.9 eV, which is the dominant component of the
catalysts, and the surface adsorbed oxygen species (Oads)
at 531.1 eV that could be the most active oxygen species
during the surface catalytic reaction. Compared with the
ratio of the peak area before reaction, the relative content of
Olatt is reduced from 60% to 49% after the reaction,
whereas Oads content increases from 40% to 51%. The
increased ratio of Oads is ascribed to the formation of M-
OH (M =Mn or Zn) groups or O2– adsorbed on the catalyst
surface. From the above analysis, the ZnMn2O4 catalyst
appears to experience an oxidation process and thus,
leading to increased relative contents of Mn(III) and Oads

found on the surface of catalyst.
As described in the chemocatalysis system, when the

catalyst reacts with BS, BS is oxidized to SO3
�– and

converted to SO4
�– through a series of reactions (Eqs. 8 to

10), whereas Mn(III) on the surface of the catalyst is
reduced to Mn(II) (Eq. 12) [46]. Mn(II) is supposed to
change to Mn(III) after trapping holes generated under
illumination (Eq. 13) [49] but quickly return to Mn(II) after
oxidizing OH– is adsorbed on the surface to form HO�

(Eq. 14) [50]. Such shallow trapping could thus separate
e–/h+ pairs at the surface to greatly reduce their
recombination on the surface of ZnMn2O4, making some
contribution to the superior degradation effect in the photo-
chemical catalysis system. As a strong and important
oxidant for one electron transfer reactions, Mn(III) could
rapidly degrade the organic contaminants and promote the
reaction process (Eq. 15) [34]. Furthermore, O2

�–, h+,
SO4

�–, HO� and other active species generated in the
reaction also contribute to the ultimate efficient degrada-
tion (Eq. 16).

MnðIIIÞ þ HSO –
3 ↕ ↓MnðIIÞ þ SO� –

3 þ Hþ (12)

MnðIIÞ þ hþ↕ ↓MnðIIIÞ (13)

MnðIIIÞ þ OH –
↕ ↓MnðIIÞ þ HO� (14)

MnðIIIÞ þ dyes↕ ↓MnðIIÞ þ products (15)

O� –
2 =hþ=SO� –

3 =HO�=e –aq þ dyes↕ ↓products (16)

To delve into the contributions of some possible active
species involved in the photo-chemical degradation
process, scavenging experiments of hydrated electrons,
holes, superoxide radicals, hydroxyl radicals and sulfate
radicals were conducted. Figure 9 shows the inhibition
effects of the corresponding scavengers on the degradation

Fig. 7 UV-Vis spectra during the degradation of orange II for the
photo-chemical catalysis system. Conditions: orange II 6 mg$L–1,
ZnMn2O4 1.0 g$L–1, and NaHSO3 1.2 g$L–1.
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of orange II in the ZnMn2O4 catalyst/Vis/BS system. As a
scavenger for hydrated electrons, 20 mmol∙L–1 nitrate was
added into the solution; when compared to the efficiency

without scavenger (90%), its inhibition effect is negligible,
suggesting that the reaction between eaq

– and orange II
might occur to a small extent in the photo-chemical
catalysis system. Moreover, the possibility of superoxide
radicals reacting with orange II was studied using BQ as a
superoxide radical scavenger. Figure 9 shows that the
addition of 2 mmol∙L–1 BQ has significant effect on orange
II photo-chemical degradation compared to that without
BQ. This result implies that O2

�– makes a substantial
contribution to the BS-assisted enhancement in photo-
catalysis. According to Eq. 6, O2

�– is formed through the
capture of eaq

– by O2. However, the reaction rate of eaq
–

with O2 (k = 1.8 � 1010 L∙mol–1$s–1) [51] is higher than
that of eaq

– with nitrate (k = 9.7 � 109 L∙mol–1$s–1) [41].
Therefore, most of eaq

– in the relaction is captured to form
O2

�–, leading to a large amount of O2
�– and a small amount

of eaq
– in the solution, which is consistent with the

experimental results that BQ could inhibit 63% degrada-
tion while nitrate could only inhibit 9%. Besides, after
adding 2 mmol∙L–1 EDTA-2Na to quench the effect of
holes, the removal rate of orange II is reduced to 64%. This
result confirms that h+ plays a role in the degradation
process, including assisting in the generation of HO� and

Fig. 8 XPS spectra of ZnMn2O4 catalyst before and after reaction: (a) survey, (b) Mn 2p, (c) Zn 2p, and (d) O 1s.

Fig. 9 Orange II degradation in the photo-chemical catalysis
system. Conditions: orange II 6 mg$L–1, ZnMn2O4 1.0 g$L

–1, and
NaHSO3 1.2 g$L–1.
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reacting directly with the dye. However, the addition of
TBA reduces the degradation rate to 71%; this suppressive
effect is slightly lower than that of EDTA-2Na, because
TBA only captures HO� in the process, while the holes on
the catalyst surface still survive to further generate free
radicals. When MeOH is included in the reaction, only
54% of the dye is removed, indicating that HO� and SO4

�–

are involved in the reaction at the same time. These
experimental results confirm the existence and promoting
effects of O2

�–, h+, SO4
�–, HO� and eaq

– species in the
orange II degradation process.

4 Conclusions

A ZnMn2O4 catalyst has been prepared by a sucrose-aided
combustion method. It can be activated by visible light
irradiation (photocatalysis sytem) or BS (chemocatalysis
system) to degrade orange II but the removal rate of orange
II is the highest (90%) in the photo-chemical catalysis
system where visible light and BS coexist. Recycling
experiments confirm that the ZnMn2O4 catalyst has
excellent stability and recyclability. Based on the results
of characterization and radical scavenging experiments, the
rational degradation mechanisms of the three different
catalytic systems are proposed. Some active species such
as Mn(III), O2

�–, h+, eaq
–, SO4

�– and HO� may be
responsible for the degradation acceleration of orange II.
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