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I read with interest the paper by Elias and Paradies
on ethical implications of racism and various costs
associated with racism occurring at the institutional
level (Elias and Paradies 2021). The authors should
be commended on their timely and insightful article.
My comments are focused on a less visible form of
racism involving racial exclusion of scholarly cita-
tions in academic publications based on my personal
experience.

I recently reviewed a manuscript for an interna-
tional medical journal. A while later, the journal’s
editor sent out an email to inform me of the final
decision on the manuscript. The email also included
anonymous comments from the other reviewer. |
read those comments with interest. After all, you
would like to know how your peers may scientifically
appraise the same manuscript! I was however very
surprised when I came to the following comment “ ...
in the [XXX] section—why that specific Iranian study
if there are so many [XXX] study examples ... 7’ I
took a pause! I could not understand what was wrong
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with citing a study from Iran when giving a relevant
study example. I started to wonder if the reviewer
would have raised the same comment if a study had
been cited from other countries. I also began to pon-
der how an author, who has been asked to provide
“justification” for citing an “Iranian study,” would
feel the next time s/he might need to cite a paper from
Iran. I wrote back to the journal’s editor and raised
my concerns. He stated that he fully agreed with me
and he apologized for overlooking the comment. He
also suggested anonymously forwarding my concerns
to the corresponding reviewer—a suggestion I com-
pletely supported. Most recently, I found out that the
manuscript was published in another medical journal,
with all the sentences citing the Iranian study totally
removed!

It is so sad to see evidence of racial exclusion in
scholarly citations in a so-called era of “Science with-
out Borders!” (Hodson 2018). It is the responsibility
of the scientific publishing community to strive even
more than before to stay away from any form of racial
bias and discrimination including when it comes to
citation of scholarly articles (Niriella et al. 2020).
Eliminating racial disparities in medicine and health-
care would not be fully possible without addressing
racism in scientific publications and citations.
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