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Abstract To optimize a bioreactor callus culture system for
Rhodiola sachalinensis, several physicochemical factors af-
fecting callus growth and bioactive compound accumulation
were studied using a 3-L, balloon-type airlift bioreactor sys-
tem. A bioreactor with a sparger size of 3.5-cm diameter was
optimal for the callus culture of R. sachalinensis. Suitable
light intensities for R. sachalinensis callus growth and biosyn-
thesis of various kinds of bioactive compounds (salidroside,
polysaccharides, phenolics, and flavonoids) were different.
Maximum productivity of all bioactive compounds was found
at a light intensity of 30 μmol m−2 s−1. Callus growth and
production of salidroside, polysaccharides, and flavonoids
were stimulated with sucrose at a concentration of 30 g L−1,
but 50 g L−1 was favorable for the production of phenolics.
Salidroside accumulation was promoted when MS medium
salt strength increased to 1.5×MS, 1×MS was best for the
production of polysaccharides and flavonoids, and 0.5×MS
was proper for phenolic production. A kinetics study indicated
that a culture duration of 20–25 d was appropriate for the mass
production of bioactive compounds from R. sachalinensis cal-
lus in a bioreactor system. Callus culture in a bioreactor can be
an alternative method for producing materials from
R. sachalinensis for commercial drug production.

Keywords Balloon-type airlift bioreactor . Sparger size .

Light intensity . Medium condition . Kinetics

Introduction

In recent decades, plant cell, tissue, and organ cultures have
provided alternatives to whole-plant cultivation for producing
valuable metabolites. Tissue culture can offer higher yields
and more consistent quality of bioactive compounds (Hahn
et al. 2003). Bioreactors have been configured and used for
large-scale production of effective metabolites. Cells (Ahmad
et al. 2008), adventitious roots (Cui et al. 2013), shoots
(Varsha et al. 2011), and embryos (Shohael et al. 2005) have
been successfully cultured in bioreactors. During bioreactor
culture, bioactive compound accumulation is affected by var-
ious factors such as the efficiency of oxygen transfer, shear
forces, hydrodynamic forces, and control of the physicochem-
ical environment (Paek et al. 2005). Consequently, studies
have focused on controlling these parameters to enhance the
yields of biomass and bioactive compounds during bioreactor
culture (Ahmad et al. 2008; Varsha et al. 2009).

Rhodiola sachalinensisA. Bor. (Crassulaceae) is a precious
perennial, herbaceous plant that is widely used in traditional
Chinese medicine. Its roots and stems contain various bioac-
tive compounds, including salidroside, polysaccharides, phe-
nolics, flavonoids, glycosides, and coumarin. Salidroside is
the most important active compound of R. sachalinensis and
has proven effective in treating patients suffering from anoxia,
microwave radiation, and fatigue (Li et al. 2014).
Polysaccharides from R. sachalinensis can regulate immunity,
blood glucose and lipids, and improve viral resistance (Cheng
et al. 1993). Flavonoids in R. sachalinensis also have antiox-
idant, anticancer, and anti-inflammatory functions (Song et al.
2003; Choe et al. 2012). However, natural sources of
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R. sachalinensis are endangered because of over collection.
Field cultivation is limited because of the temperature-
sensitive nature of the plant and frequent occurrence of root-
rotting diseases (Meng et al. 1994). Investigations of
R. sachalinensis indicated that bioactive compound produc-
tion by cell suspension cultures is a possible alternative (Xu
et al. 1999; Wu et al. 2003). However, most of these studies
have used small-scale flask culture. Only two studies on callus
culture of R. sachalinensis in bioreactors are known to exist:
compact callus aggregates of R. sachalinensis were success-
fully cultured in a 5-L airlift bioreactor by Xu et al. (1998),
and the effects of air volume, inoculation density, medium pH,
and methyl jasmonate on callus growth and accumulation of
salidroside and polysaccharides in 3-L airlift bioreactors were
investigated by Li et al.(2014). However, there still are many
factors that have not been studied and that can affect callus
bioreactor culture for the high-efficient production of
R. sachalinensis bioactive compounds.

During bioreactor culture, the yield of secondary metabo-
lites in the cultures can be increased by controlling the culture
media and environmental conditions, such as plant growth
regulators, carbon sources, mineral or organic nutrition, tem-
perature, and light. At present, though several culture condi-
tions have been investigated during bioreactor callus culture
of R. sachalinensis, many other factors that may affect bioac-
tive compound accumulation remain to be studied.

To optimize the bioreactor callus culture system of
R. sachalinensis, the present study used 3-L, balloon-type
airlift bioreactors to investigate physicochemical factors
(sparger diameter, light intensity, sucrose concentration, and
medium salt strength) affecting callus biomass and accumula-
tion of bioactive compounds (salidroside, polysaccharides,
phenolics, and flavonoids). Furthermore, the kinetics of callus
growth and bioactive compound accumulation were studied.

Materials and Methods

Plant material and maintenance of callus culture Grainy,
fragile calluses of R. sachalinensis were induced according to
Li et al. (2014) and used as the experimental material.

Effect of sparger diameter on biomass and bioactive com-
pound accumulation Three-liter, balloon-type airlift bioreac-
tor immersion system with 2-L working volume was used for
all experiments. Sparger diameters were 2.0, 2.5, or 3.5 cm,
and had 30-μm pores. Each bioreactor contained Murashige
and Skoog (Murashige and Skoog 1962) (MS) medium (Jinan
Plant Bio-Tech Co., Ltd., Jinan, China), supplemented with
13.32 μM benzylaminopurine (BA) (Jinan Plant Bio-Tech
Co., Ltd.), 1.61 μM α-naphthalene acetic acid (NAA) (Jinan
Plant Bio-Tech Co., Ltd.), and 30 g L−1 sucrose (Jinan Plant
Bio-Tech Co., Ltd.). The pH of the medium was adjusted to

5.8 before autoclaving, and the medium was autoclaved for
20 min at 121°C and 130 kPa. Each bioreactor was inoculated
with 10 g L−1 of calluses (fresh weight, FW), aerated with
filtered air (0.2 μm) at 100 mL min−1, and maintained at 25
±2°C with a 16-h photoperiod under white fluorescent light
(Opple Lighting Electronic (Zhongshan) Co., Ltd.,
Zhongshan, China) of 15 μmol m−2 s−1 intensity. After 25 d
of culture, callus FWand dry weight (DW)were recorded, and
the amounts of salidroside, polysaccharides, phenolics, and
flavonoids are determined. In addition, the initial volumetric
oxygen transfer coefficient (kLa) was measured before callus
culture in the experiment of sparger diameter.

Effect of light intensity on biomass and bioactive com-
pound accumulation Based on the results of the sparger di-
ameter study, bioreactors with sparger diameters of 3.5-cm
diameter were used to determine the effect of light on biomass
and bioactive compound accumulation. Except for varying
light intensities (15, 30, or 45 μmol m−2 s−1), experimental
conditions were as described above.

Kinetics of callus growth and bioactive compound
accumulation To assess callus growth and bioactive com-
pound accumulation, experimental conditions were as de-
scribed above, with sucrose at 30 g L−1 and light intensity at
30 μmol m−2 s−1. Samples of callus and culture medium were
obtained from the bioreactors at 5-d intervals over a 30-d
culture period. Callus biomass, specific growth rate (μ), and
doubling time (Td) were recorded. The specific oxygen uptake
rate (SOUR), bioactive compound content (salidroside, poly-
saccharides, phenolics, and flavonoids), pH, and electrical
conductivity (EC) in the culture medium were determined.

Measurement of the initial volumetric oxygen transfer co-
efficient (kLa) value The kLa value was determined by the
conventional dynamic gassing-out method (Taguchi and
Humphery 1966) before inoculation of calluses. Nitrogen
was injected at a certain time (T0) to minimize the dissolved
oxygen (DO) value in the medium. The bioreactor was then
resupplied with constant air to increase DO value. The DO
value was determined with a DO probe (SG6, Mettler
−Toledo Instrument Co., Ltd., Shanghai, China). kLa was
calculated by using the following formula:
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Optimization of the sucrose concentration and salt
strength of MS medium To examine the effect of sucrose
and salt strength on bioactive compound accumulation of
R. sachalinensis culture tissue, the experimental conditions
were as described above except as follows. Medium was sup-
plemented with various concentrations of sucrose (10, 20, 30,
40, or 50 g L−1) and various concentrations of MS salts (0.5×,
1.0×, 1.5×, or 2.0×). The light intensity was 30 μmol m−2 s−1.



dC=dt ¼ kLa C*−Cð Þ
where C* is the value of saturated DO (mol O2 L

−1), and C is
the DO value (mol O2L

−1).

Determination of biomass, specific growth rate (μ), and
biomass of calluses FWand DWwere determined by passing
calluses through a stainless steel sieve and washing them
twice or thrice with tap water to remove the medium. FW
biomass was measured after blotting away the surface water.
DW was recorded after drying at 50°C for 48 h.

μ value of the calluses is defined as:

μ ¼ 1=X ⋅dX=dt

where X is the callus FW (g L−1), t is the time (d), and μ is the
specific growth rate (per d). The doubling time (Td) of the
calluses is defined as Td= In2/μ=0.693/μ.

Determination of the specific oxygen utilization rate
(SOUR) SOUR was measured according to the method de-
scribed by Jeong et al. (2006). Calluses (10 g FW) was added
to a 340-mL chamber with air-saturated water. A DO probe
was quickly inserted (SG6, Mettler−Toledo Instrument Co.,
Ltd.) and sealed with a rubber cap. The calluses were kept in
suspension by mixing with a magnetic stirring bar. The de-
crease in the DO level was then recorded and the oxygen
uptake rate (OUR) was estimated from the slope of DO against
time, whereas SOUR was calculated from OUR and DW.

Determination of pH and EC in culture medium Media
samples (10 mL) were collected and filtered through a
0.2-μm membrane filter before measurement of pH
(HI8424N, Hanna Instruments, Padova, Italy) and EC (Leici
DDS-30, Shanghai Precision & Scientific Instrument Co.,
Ltd., Shanghai, China).

Determination of salidroside content Salidroside was
extracted and measured according to Li et al. (2014) with
slight modification. Dry callus (0.5 g) was soaked with
10 mL of methanol. The suspension was ultrasonically
(THC, Jining Tianhua Ultrasonic Electronic Instrument Co.,
Ltd., Jining, China) treated at 125 W for 30 min and then
placed in a 75°C water bath for 5 h. The suspension was then
filtered through a 0.22-μm membrane filter, and the filtrate
(10 μL) was injected into a high-performance liquid chroma-
tography (HPLC) system. The HPLC analysis used a C18
reverse phase column (4.6 × 250 mm, 5 μm, Thermo
Scientific, Waltham, Massachusetts, USA) and a UV detector
(SPD-15C, Shimadzu Corporation, Kyoto, Japan) at 275 nm.
A mobile phase mixture of water (85%, v/v) and methanol
(15%, v/v) was used at a flow rate of 1.0 mL min−1. The
retention time of salidroside was 11.8 min. Salidroside content

was determined by using an external standard method with the
peak height as the quantitative parameter. Salidroside standard
was provided by Chengdu Must Bio-Technology Co., Ltd.,
Chengdu, China.

Determination of total polysaccharide content Total poly-
saccharides were extracted according to Li et al. (1990). Dried
calluses were powdered, and 0.1 g of the powder was soaked
in 90% (v/v) ethanol for 6 h at 25°C. The precipitate was
collected and mixed with 90% (v/v) ethanol to discard the
interfering compounds (monosaccharides, oligosaccharides,
and glycosides). Twenty milliliters of distilled water was
added to the extract and after 30 min of ultrasonic treatment,
the extract was filtered, and the filtrate was collected. The
remaining residue was soaked in water and ultrasonically
treated at 125 W for 30 min thrice. All filtrates from a single
sample were pooled. The polysaccharides were quantitatively
determined spectrophotometrically (UV-2600, Shimadzu
Corporation) at an absorbance of 490 nm according to the
phenol-sulfuric acid assay (Dubois et al. 1956) with glucose
(Tianjin Kemiou Chemical Reagent Co., Ltd., Tianjin, China)
as a reference standard.

Determination of total phenolic content Powdered calluses
(0.1 g) were incubated at 80°C for 2 h with 10mL of 80% (v/v)
methanol in a thermostatic water bath (HH − S, Jintan
Hengfeng Instrument Manfacturing Co., Ltd., Jintan, China).
After filtration and centrifugation (Himac CR22G, Hitachi
Instruments Co., Ltd., Shanghai, China) at 4000×g for
10 min, the supernatant was collected and adjusted to 25 mL
with 80% (v/v) methanol. The total phenolic content in the
extract was determined by using the Folin−Ciocalteu method
(Singleton et al. 1999). Two milliliters of each extract was
added to test tubes containing 0.2 mL of 10% (v/v) Folin
−Ciocalteu reagent and 1 mL of sodium carbonate (2%,
w/v). The tubes were thoroughly shaken and allowed to stand
in the dark for 1 h. Total phenolic content was measured spec-
trophotometrically (UV-2600, Shimadzu Corporation) at an
absorbance of 760 nm. Gallic acid (Tianjin Kemiou
Chemical Reagent Co., Ltd.) was used as standard to obtain
a calibration curve.

Table 1 Effect of sparger diameter on initial kLa and callus biomass of
R. sachalinensis after 25 d of bioreactor culture

Sparger diameter
(cm)

Initial kLa
(h−1)

Fresh weight (g L−1) Dry weight
(g L−1)

2.0 6.2 191.2 ± 10.32b 7.0 ± 0.54b

2.5 6.6 198.1 ± 11.07b 7.4 ± 0.62b

3.5 7.5 248.0 ± 9.31a 8.3 ± 0.43a

Data are presented as the mean ± SD (n= 3). Different letters within a
column indicate significant differences between the means (P< 0.05)
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Determination of total flavonoid content Powdered calluses
(0.1 g) were digested in 10 mL of 70% (v/v) ethanol at 60°C

for 3 h and filtered through filter paper. The filtrate was cen-
trifuged at 4000×g for 10 min. Subsequently, the supernatant
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compound accumulation of
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bioreactor culture. Data are the
mean ± SD (n= 3). Different
letters indicate significant
differences between the means
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was adjusted to 25mLwith 70% (v/v) ethanol. Total flavonoid
content was determined by using the aluminum chloride col-
orimetric method (Wu et al. 2011). One milliliters of extract
was placed in a test tube, after which 0.3 mL of 5% (w/v)
sodium nitrite, 0.3 mL of 10% (w/v) aluminum nitrate, and
2mL of 4% (w/v) sodium hydroxide were added at intervals of
6 min. The reagents were mixed and incubated at a room
temperature (∼25°C) for 15 min. Rutin (Tianjin Kemiou
Chemical Reagent Co., Ltd.) was used as the standard to pre-
pare the calibration curve. The absorbance was measured at
510 nm spectrophotometrically (UV-2600, Shimadzu
Corporation).

Experimental design and data analysis Data were collected
from three experimental replicates. In the sparger diameter,
light intensity, sucrose concentration, and MS medium
strength experiments, the mean values were subjected to
Duncan’s multiple-range test by using the SAS program
(SAS Institute, Inc., Cary, North Carolina, USA) using
P<0.05. In the kinetics study experiment, the results are pre-
sented as mean± standard deviation (SD).

Results and Discussion

Effect of sparger diameter on biomass and bioactive com-
pound accumulation Sparger type is an important consider-
ation because the sparger controls oxygen transfer efficiency
(Kim et al. 2005). In general, initial kLa is affected by several
factors, including bioreactor type, cell density, medium
strength, and air volume (Kato et al. 1975), which is particu-
larly important in air supply conditions (Pan et al. 2000).
Table 1 shows that the kLa value increased as sparger diameter
increased, with a maximum of 7.5 h−1 when a 3.5-cm sparger
diameter was used.

Callus biomass and bioactive compound accumulation
were affected by initial kLa. The maximum callus biomass
was found at an initial kLa of 7.5 h−1, where callus FW and
DW reached 248.0 and 8.3 g L−1, respectively. These values
were significantly higher than in bioreactors with sparger di-
ameters of 2.0 and 2.5 cm (Table 1).

Larger sparger diameter also increased the content and pro-
ductivity of salidroside or phenolics Fig. 1. Total polysaccha-
ride content was significantly enhanced with increasing sparg-
er diameter, but both 2.5 and 3.5-cm diameter spargers
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Figure 3 Effect of sucrose
concentration on callus biomass
and bioactive compound
accumulation of R. sachalinensis
after 25 d of bioreactor culture.
Data are the mean± SD (n= 3).
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supported the highest levels. Flavonoid content was not affect-
ed by sparger diameter, but the maximum productivity was
observed at 3.5 cm.

Very few reports on the effect of sparger size on culture
growth and metabolite accumulation during bioreactor culture
have been published. Kim et al. (2005) investigated the effect
of sparger diameter on the adventitious root growth of Panax
ginseng during bioreactor culture and reported results that
were similar to those of the present study. The present study
indicated that the sparger diameter controlled initial kLa value,
which subsequently affected callus biomass and bioactive
compounds during bioreactor culture of R. sachalinensis.
These results suggested that selecting a bioreactor with a suit-
able sparger is critical for cell and organ cultures and must be
considered when designing an airlift bioreactor.

Effect of light intensity on biomass and bioactive com-
pound accumulation Light is important for the production
of metabolites in plant cell culture. In the present study, callus
biomass reached the highest FWand DW values of 263.4 and
9.2 g L−1, respectively, under a light intensity of

30 μmol m−2 s−1. This was significantly higher than what
was observed under l igh t in tens i t ies of 15 and
45 μmol m−2 s−1 Fig. 2. The highest values for salidroside
content (0.85 mg g−1 DW) and productivity (7.84 mg L−1)
were also found under 30 μmol m−2 s−1 of light intensity.
Polysaccharide content was not affected by light intensity,
but maximum productivity was found at 30 μmol m−2 s−1.
The highest contents of phenolics and flavonoids were obtain-
ed from calluses grown under the highest light intensity
(45 μmol m−2 s−1), but their productivities did not differ from
those obtained from calluses grown under 30 μmol m−2 s−1 of
light intensity.

In a number of plant species, light intensity strongly affect-
ed callus growth and metabolite biosynthesis during cell and
tissue culture. Wen et al. (2007) found the callus growth and
resveratrol content of Polygonum cuspidatum was optimal
under low light intensity (nearly 30 μmol m−2 s−1). Ouyang
et al. (2003) reported that callus biomass and production of
phenylethanoid glycosides in Cistanche deserticola was
highest under 24 μmol m−2 s−1 light intensity. The present
study found that a light intensity of 30 μmol m−2 s−1 was
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suitable for obtaining the maximum productivity of all bioac-
tive compounds in R. sachalinensis.

Optimization of the sucrose concentration and salt
strength of MS medium Most cultured plant cells, tissues,
and organs require an exogenous source of carbohydrates be-
cause they do not support photosynthesis. Callus FWand DW
increased with increasing sucrose concentration from 10 to
30 g L−1, but decreased at higher sucrose concentrations
Fig. 3. Salidroside and flavonoid accumulation patterns were
similar. The highest contents of salidroside and flavonoids
were obtained with sucrose at 30 g L−1, whereas the highest
contents of polysaccharides and phenolics were obtained with
sucrose at 40 and 50 g L−1, respectively. The highest produc-
tivities of salidroside, polysaccharides, and flavonoids were
found at a sucrose concentration of 30 g L−1. However, the
maximum productivity of phenolics was found at the highest
sucrose concentration of 50 g L−1. The importance of sucrose
concentration as a critical regulating chemical factor on me-
tabolite production has been reported in several plant species.
In cell suspension cultures, optimal values for cell biomass
and accumulation of withanolide A in Withania somnifera
(Nagella and Murthy 2010) and of ginsenoside in P. ginseng
(Lian et al. 2002) were found at 30 g L−1 of sucrose. Cell
growth rate of Perilla frutescen increased when the initial
sucrose level in the culture medium was increased up to
60 g L−1 (Zhong and Yoshida 1995). In callus cultures of
Calendula officinalis, a sucrose concentration of 60–
70 g L−1 resulted in maximum carotenoid content (Legha
et al. 2012). For R. sachalinensis, Xu et al. (1999) demon-
strated that 40 g L−1 of sucrose was favorable for increasing
salidroside production, which differed from the results of the
present study. During plant cell and tissue culture, culture
growth and metabolite accumulation are affected by many
factors and their interactions. The varied results of sucrose
experiments between Xu et al. (1999) and the present study
for R. sachalinensismay be due to an interaction effect among
the factors. Xu et al. (1999) used compact callus aggregates to
conduct the suspension culture in Erlenmeyer flasks, whereas
in the present study, grainy, fragile calluses were cultured in
bioreactors. Thus, the effect of initial sucrose concentration on
plant cell growth and metabolite accumulation depended on
several factors, such as plant species, cell lines, culture
methods, and metabolite types.

Optimum nutrient concentration is an important determi-
nant in controlling culture growth and metabolite accumula-
tion (Rao and Ravishankar 2002). In the present study, the
highest FW and DW of the calluses were found at 1×MS
Fig. 4. This finding can be explained by the lack of nutrients
at the 0.5×MS and high osmotic stress in the 1.5×MS (Yin
et al. 2013). MS salt strengths affected the contents of bioac-
tive compounds Fig. 4. The maximum content of salidroside
was found in 1.5×MS, of polysaccharides in 1×MS, of phe-
nolics in 0.5×MS, and of flavonoids in 0.5×MS or 1×MS.
The highest productivity of salidroside was found in 1.5×MS,
of polysaccharides and flavonoids in 1×MS, and of phenolics
in 0.5×MS.
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Figure 6 Changes of callus biomass (a) and SOUR (b) and EC and pH
(c) during bioreactor culture of R. sachalinensis. Data are the mean± SD
(n = 3).



Previous studies reported inconsistent results with respect
to the suitability of MS salt strength in promoting culture
growth and metabolite production. Lian et al. (2002) reported
that 0.5×MS and 1×MSwere equally suitable for cell growth
and ginsenoside productivity in cell suspension cultures of
P. ginseng. Nagella and Murthy (2010) described that
1 ×MS favored the accumulation of cell biomass and
withanolide A production in W. somnifera. Shim et al.
(2010) obtained the highest cell biomass in 1×MS, whereas
accumulation of anthraquinone, phenolics, and flavonoids
reached maximum values in 2×MS. MS medium has high
levels of nitrogen, potassium, and some micronutrients
(Cohen 1995) and is commonly used in plant tissue culture
because of the favorable reaction of most plant cultures to this
medium. However, this nutrient medium is not always optimal
for all culture growth and metabolite accumulation. Therefore,
the salt strength of the MS medium should be properly regu-
lated to optimize the production of metabolites in medicinal
plant cell, tissue, and organ culture.

Kinetics of callus growth and bioactive compound
accumulation FW and DW of R. sachalinensis calluses cul-
tured in 3 L balloon− type airlift bioreactors increased simi-
larly and gradually during culture to 220.9 and 9.1 g L−1, re-
spectively, at 20 d Figs. 5 and 6a. The specific growth rate, μ,
of calluses changed during culture, with the peak rate of

0.450 at 10 d and Td of 0.312 d (Table 2). The callus biomass
remained stable from 20 to 25 d, whereas μ decreased. After
25 d, calluses in the middle of bioreactors turned brown,
which resulted in the rapid decline of biomass and μ. This
result was similar to the findings of Wu et al. (2003) that
showed maximum biomass of compact callus aggregates in
R. sachalinensis after 25 d in an Erlenmeyer-flask suspension
culture.

SOUR is a measurement of oxygen mass transfer capabil-
ity. In the present study, SOUR increased quickly from 5 to
10 d and reached the peak at 10 d. SOUR sharply dropped to
almost zero after 20 d of culture Fig. 6b. A similar behavior
was found in the bioreactor cell culture of Glycyrrhiza
uralensis (Wang et al. 2013). SOUR is related to OUR, but
the relationship between SOUR and biomass cannot be clearly
explained (Wang et al. 2013). The medium EC decreased
from 4.28 to 2.04 ms cm−1 during culture Fig. 6c. EC is in-
versely correlated with callus growth because of the uptake of
inorganic ions by plant cells (Hahlbrock and Kuhlen 1972). A
similar phenomenon has been reported in the cell bioreactor
culture of P. ginseng (Thanh et al. 2006). Culture medium pH
value increased with prolonged bioreactor culture from pH 5.1
to pH 6.1 Fig. 6c. The increase in culture medium pH value in
the present study can be explained by McDonald and
Jackman’s theory (McDonald and Jackman 1989), i.e., that
nitrate uptake by cultures increases media pH.

Similar trends were observed for the accumulation of
salidroside, polysaccharides, phenolics, and flavonoids. The
contents of bioactive compounds decreased in the first 15 d,
whereas productivity slightly increased. Content and
productivity peaked at 20 d for salidroside and phenolics
and at 25 d for polysaccharides and flavonoids. A decrease
in bioactive compound accumulation was observed in the
succeeding days Fig. 7. The decrease of bioactive compound
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Table 2 Specific growth rate (μ) and doubling time (Td) of
R. sachalinensis callus grown in 3-L bioreactors with 2-L working
volume

Days 5 10 15 20 25

μ Td= In2/μmax (day) 0.174 0.450 0.312 0.239 0.130 0.001
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contents within the first 15 d was possibly due to greater
catabolism during the first 15 d than anabolism. Catabolism
provides the carbon skeleton and energy needed to promote
cell growth. After 15 d of culture, anabolism was enhanced,
thereby dramatically increasing the contents of bioactive
compounds. However, Wu et al. (2003) reported that
salidroside content of R. sachalinensis peaked at 5 d and then
decreased. These differing results may be a result of studying
different cell lines.

Conclusion

Physicochemical factors can regulate callus biomass and bio-
act ive compound accumulat ion in the culture of
R. sachalinensis. Sparger size is suitable at 3.5 cm for the 3-
L, balloon-type airlift bioreactor. Calluses need to be cultured
in full-strength MS medium supplemented with 30 g L−1 su-
crose under a light intensity of 30 μmol m−2 s−1. However,
factors can be slightly adjusted according to the type of bio-
active compound. In addition, the bioactive compound accu-
mulation can be improved by studying the effects of specific
treatments, including the use of elicitors, in the future.
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