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W e appreciate Dr. Zhou and colleague’s interest in our
article: “Rising Mortality Rate of Cervical Cancer in

Younger Women in Urban China.”1

Considering the rising statistic of cervical cancer mortality
in recent 10 years in China,1 Dr. Zhou and colleague point out
that it will be a long and arduous task to control the burden of
cervical cancer.2 Dr. Zhou and colleague believe the best
measures to control the epidemic of cervical cancer in China
is population-based screening programs.2 We agree on this
point. Both the Pap test and human papillomavirus (HPV) test
are effective for the purpose of early detection and identifica-
tion of the high-risk population. In our opinion, promotion is
urgently needed in urban China to improve cervical cancer
screening. The awareness of cervical cancer is low in both
rural and urban China. Although the screening service is
available from hospitals, active utilization is minimal in urban
China before the occurrence of symptoms. In rural China,
women aged 35 to 59 years benefit from the National Cervical
Cancer Screening Program in Rural Areas (NCCSPRA),
which provides free screening service since 2009 and contrib-
utes to the control of this epidemic in rural area
HPV is involved in nearly all cervical cancers. Prophylactic

vaccination for HPV should be an effective way. However, Dr.
Zhou and colleague believe HPV vaccination would not out-
perform screening due to low awareness and vaccine uptake.
In our opinion, it is very difficult to achieve a high vaccination
rate among Chinese adolescents in near future, as the aware-
ness and knowledge of HPV vaccine remain low in China.3

And, the intentions to vaccinate do not translate easily into
completion of vaccination
Metformin may play a role in chemoprevention and treat-

ment for cancer.4, 5 However, it is not practical to start

metformin among adolescents for the purpose of cervical
cancer prevention, not to mention that its efficacy has yet to
be established.6, 7

To control the epidemic of cervical cancer in China, screen-
ing is the most feasible and cost-effective method. Promotion
of screening in both rural and urban area is needed.
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