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Abstract Agraphene-based metamaterial with tunable elec-
tromagnetically induced transparency is numerically studied
in this paper. The proposed structure consists of a graphene
layer composed of H shape between two cut wires, by break-
ing symmetry can control EIT-like effects and by increasing
the asymmetry in the structure has strong coupling between
elements. It is important that the peak frequency of trans-
mission window can be dynamically controlled over a
broad frequency range by varying the chemical potential of
graphene layer. The results show that high refractive index
sensitivity and figure of merit can be achieved in asym-
metrical structures which is good for sensing applications.
We calculated the group delay and the results show we
can control the group velocity by varying the S parameter
in asymmetrical structure. The characteristics of our sys-
tem indicate important potential applications in integrated
optical circuits such as optical storage, ultrafast plasmonic
switches, high performance filters, and slow-light devices.
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Introduction

Electromagnetically induced transparency (EIT) is a quan-
tum effect that enhances light transmission over a narrow
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spectral region [1–3]. Modification of the dispersive proper-
ties of the medium along with this enhancement of transmis-
sion leads to a slowing down of the incident light [4–7]. EIT
has many applications such as ultraslow light propagation
[4], light storage [6, 8], dissipation-free light transmission,
and nonlinear optics.

Recently, attention has been paid to the fact that EIT-
like effects in classical systems such as micro resonators
[9], electric circuits [10], and metallic structures [11] are
observed. Theoretical predictions of plasmon-induced trans-
parency have been supported by experimentally observed
Fano resonances within an absorption band at optical fre-
quencies [12, 13]. Because of the broad linewidth of these
resonance applications such as slowing down light, which
requires an abrupt change in dispersion over a narrow
spectral range, is not possible [14].

By controlling the resonant elements of the metamaterial
structures, it is possible to dynamically control their optical
response and hence expand the range of their applications.
By reconstructing the geometries of the metamaterial struc-
ture or modifying the supporting substrate, it is possible
to achieve tuning of the transparency window. Integrat-
ing metamaterials with materials with tunable permittivity,
such as graphene, has been recently investigated for plas-
monic devices [15]. Graphene is a very good candidate
for designing and fabrication of tunable devices because
its conductivity can be controlled by tuning its Fermi level
energy from −1 to 1 eV by doping [16] or electrostatic gat-
ing [17]. Graphene can strongly interact with light over a
wide frequency range and it is suited for the mid-IR fre-
quency range because it has strong plasmonic response as
well as having a small loss.

Up to now, the research of EIT in metamaterials has
focused on two main approaches: the bright-bright mode
coupling [18] and the bright-dark coupling [19, 20]. Becker
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Fig. 1 a Schematic of the metamaterial design. b Cross-section view
and the incident light polarization. The geometric parameters are p =
500 nm, w1 = 30 nm, L = 280 nm, w1 = w2 = 30 nm,
L1 = 150 nm, L2 = 130 nm

et al. calculated sensitivity of gold nanorods from plas-
mon resonance of metal nanoparticles shifts upon refractive
index changes [21]. Ding et al. demonstrated a graphene
ribbon array and square closed ring resonator separated
by a dielectric substrate that by decreasing the thickness

of substrate controls EIT effects [22]. Hu et al. achieved
high sensitivity by using symmetry breaking [23]. Huang
et al. used plasmonic-induced transparency based on stub
waveguide with nanodisk resonator and achieved the group
index over 88 [24]. Liu et al. demonstrated multispectral
sharp plasmon-induced transparency in a hybrid waveguide
plasmon system that has a high figure of merit [25].

This paper is organized as follows. In the “Proposed
Design” section, we explain the geometrical parameters in
the proposed metamaterial. In the “Interaction of Incident
Light with Nanostructures” section, we investigate the cou-
pling between incident light and plasmonic modes (dark and
radiative plasmonic modes) shown in Fig. 3. Moreover, we
illustrate the electric field distribution for better understand-
ing of underlying physics. In the “Asymmetrical Structure
and EIT-Like effects” section, we perform a detailed study
of the EIT effect in suggested structure with broken sym-
metry. Furthermore, we illustrate the magnetic field distri-
bution for better understanding of underlying physics. In the
“Influence of Refractive Index on EIT-Like Effects” section,
we investigate the influences of the refractive index on the
observed EIT phenomenon. We investigate the sensitivity
of the structure. In the “Influence of Chemical Potential on
EIT-Like effects” and “Influence of Asymmetry on Sensitiv-
ity” sections, we show the highest Q factor in the pro-
posed metamaterial. Finally, in the “Group Delay” section,
we analyze the group delay. A dramatic reduction factor for
the group velocity has also been achieved via EIT in this
structure, which is the highest value for the reduction fac-
tor reported to date in lossy plasmonic metals with using
graphene in the proposed metamaterial. Main results are
summarized in the “Conclusion” section.

Fig. 2 Electric field near the
nanostructure at transmittance
peak
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Fig. 3 Transmission spectra of the dark, radiative mode in symmetric
and asymmetrical structure

Proposed Design

The unit cell of the graphene-based EIT metamaterial pro-
posed here is shown in Fig. 1a [26]. The graphene layer
and the substrate are illustrated in gray and blue, respec-
tively. This nanostructure is composed of three graphene
bars printed on a substrate. The dielectric constant of the
substrate is 2.4025. Figure 1a displays the top view of a unit
cell of the structure; the two parallel bars which are shown
in red are the dark elements and the H-shape bar shown in
yellow is the bright element. The unit cell with dimension of
p×p is composed of a graphene H shape and two graphene
cut wires (CW) and is attached to a substrate and the sub-
strate is in the x-y plane. The H shape contains two identical
arms with length of L2 and a width of w2 and a base with a

length of L1 and a width of w1. The CWs have a length of
L and width of w1. The H shape and CW elements are sym-
metrically aligned and separated from each other by S. the
designed devices are investigated in the infrared frequency
range at around 1 ∼ 30 THz.

All the designed graphene-based tunable metamaterial
structures with EIT-like transparency windows are numer-
ically studied by commercial package CST Microwave
Studio. The optical conductivity of graphene consists of the
intraband and interband contributions and is related to the
chemical potential [27], through
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e, kB , and � are the charge of electron, the Boltzmann con-
stant, and the reduced Planck constant, respectively. We
assume an electron scattering life time τ = 3 ps and a
room temperature of T = 300 K in Eq. 1. We can see from
Eq. 1 that changing the chemical potential μc enables the
control of the propagation characteristics of the graphene
plasmons. The dielectric constant of graphene can be cal-
culated through ε = 1 + jσ

ε0ωd
, where d is the thickness

of graphene layer in modeling and simulation. We adopt
d = 1 nm throughout our simulations.

Fig. 4 Calculated a
transmission, b reflectance, and
c absorption in asymmetrical
and symmetrical cases
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Fig. 5 Magnetic field near the nanostructure at transmittance peak

Interaction of Incident Light
with the Nanostructures

In this section, we investigate the interaction of light with
the nanostructures. This interaction is investigated for cases

of bright element only, dark elements only, bright and dark
elements in the symmetric case, and bright and dark ele-
ments in the asymmetric case. As shown in Fig. 2a, the
incident light has no interaction with the dark element and
hence no resonance is observed for this interaction; there-
fore, this element is called a dark mode. We now consider
the interaction of the incident light with the H-shape bar.
As shown in Fig. 2b, the interaction of the incident light
with this element induces a dipole in this bar and oscillation
of this dipole causes a resonance for this element which is
shown in Fig. 3. By inserting the H-shape bar between the
two parallel bars and hence keeping the symmetry of the
nanostructure (S = 0), the interaction of the incident light
with this structure is studied. As shown in Fig. 2c, a strong
electric interaction is induced in bright element but because
the electric fields are equal in opposite sides of the H bar
element, they cancel each other out and only a single reso-
nance is observed. If we now break the symmetry and as it
is observed in Fig. 2d, electric fields in opposite sides of the
H bar element are no longer equal and this leads to the cre-
ation of a quadrupole in the two parallel bars. As a result of
the destructive coupling of this quadrupole with the dipole,
an EIT phenomenon is observed. Hence, EIT phenomenon
is due to creation of the quadrupole in the two parallel bars
and a destructive interaction of this quadrupole with the
dipole.

Asymmetrical Structure and EIT-Like Effects

As it is mentioned before, EIT is due to a destructive inter-
action in the system. In this part, we investigate the effect of
asymmetry and interaction of electric fields in the structure.
First, we consider the symmetric structure (S = 0 nm)
that was not predicted to lead to the EIT. Since many para-
metric studies of EIT systems have been reported [28], we
will not discuss all the optimization parameters here but
instead focus on the new regimes of the EIT enabled in this

Fig. 6 Calculated transmittance
spectra of the proposed
metamaterial structure in air and
immersed in n = 1.21,
n = 1.44, n = 1.55, respectively
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Fig. 7 Sensing characteristics
of EIT-based sensor. a
Sensitivity of the proposed
sensor. b FOM of the proposed
sensor. c Relation between the
transparency peak shift �λ and
the refractive index variation �n

of the surrounding medium

structure. If the structure is symmetric, a single resonance
is observed which is shown in Fig. 4a which is due to the
existence of the dipole in the H-shape bar shown in Fig. 5a.
By breaking the symmetry in the structure, a quadrupole is
induced in the two parallel bars which is shown in Fig. 5b,
as a result of destructive interaction between them leading to
EIT shown in Fig. 4a. As is shown in Fig. 4a, by increasing

the S parameter the transmission increases and absorption
and reflection decrease at the resonance frequency which
are shown in Fig. 4b, c, respectively. The reason for the
increase in transmission and decrease in reflectance is the
stronger coupling between the dark and bright elements.
For plotting the absorption spectrum, we used the relation
A = 1 − R − T .

Fig. 8 a Transmission, b
reflectance, and c absorption
spectra of the metamaterial EIT
for various chemical potentials



68 Plasmonics (2018) 13:63–70

Influence of Refractive Index on EIT-Like Effects

One of the characteristics of metamaterials is their use for
the design of refractive index-based sensors in which by a
change of the refractive index of the surrounding medium
the resonance frequency of the sensor changes [29]. In these
materials, it is possible to investigate the sensitivity of the
sensor to refractive index changes between 1 to 1.55 as well
as their figure of merit (FOM). Figure 6 shows transmittance
versus the refractive index and as is shown the resonance
peak has a shift towards lower frequencies. For example, by
considering the refractive index of the substrate to be 1, the
resonance peak occurs at a frequency of 27.64 THz. By
changing the refractive index to a value of 1.21 and 1.55,
the resonance peak shifts to 23.2 and 20.38 THz, respec-
tively. This is due to the fact that the resonance peak shifts
to lower frequencies for higher refractive index of the sur-
rounding medium [29]. For investigating the sensitivity, we
define it as the amount of frequency shift over the refractive
index change (RIU). As it is shown in Fig. 7a, the sensi-
tivity versus the refractive index change and the sensitivity
maximum is equal to 6000 nm/RIU. Since EIT occurs in an
asymmetric structure and this depends on the S value, we
use the definition of FOM and plot it against the S parame-
ter. This is shown in Fig. 6b and also in Fig. 7c by increasing
the refractive index change the amount of frequency change
increases. As it is seen, a value of 12.5 is obtained for a value
of S = 45 nm. This value is much higher than for the sen-
sors based on resonance surface plasmons using nanobars
having a value of FOM = 5.3 [30] and nanoparticles having
FOM = 1.3 [31].

Influence of Chemical Potential on EIT-Like
Effects

One of the interesting features of graphene is the tunability
of its dielectric constant which depends on four parame-
ters such as frequency, temperature, chemical potential, and
electron scattering life time. Chemical potential is of course
a more important parameter [32–34]. In fact, by chang-
ing the chemical potential, the electron density in graphene
changes which leads to a frequency shift of the spectral
response [35]. Therefore, by controlling the dielectric con-
stant of the graphene, it is possible to obtain a tunable
frequency range for the occ urrence of EIT using a graphene
layer in the nanostructure. As is shown in Fig. 8a, the trans-
mittance spectrum is plotted for an asymmetric structure and
a frequency shift from 11.6 to 20.14 THz is obtained by
changing the chemical potential from 0.3 to 0.9 eV. This
tunability of the frequency change has many applications
such as in switches and modulators.

Influence of Asymmetry on Sensitivity

In this section, we investigate the effect of change in the
symmetry of the structure on spectral response of the sys-
tem. Fig. 9a shows the Q factor versus the S parameter. As is
shown, the Q factor decreases by increasing the S parameter.
This is due to an increase of the full width half maximum
(FWHM) with an increase of the S parameter which is
shown in Fig. 9b. It is also shown that by an increase of the
S parameter, the peak height increases which is shown in

Fig. 9 Influence of structural
asymmetry on properties of
transparency window. a
Q-factor. b FWHM. c Amplitude
of the transmittance peak
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Fig. 9c. For calculating the Q factor, we have used the def-
inition of frequency over the full width half maximum. For
example, the value of Q factor for S = 15 nm is 63.135
and the peak transmittance is 0.87 while the Q factor is
15.01 for S = 90 nm and the peak transmittance is 0.99.
Fig. 9a, c shows that an inverse relation exists between the
Q factor and the transmittance peak.

Group Delay

One of the results of the EIT effect is slowing down of the
light velocity. This has an important role in optical infor-
mation. In fact, the positive and negative value of the group
velocity is related to slowness of the light [4, 36]. In this
part, we investigate the effect of EIT in a structure based
on graphene on the speed of light. We can define the group
velocity as follows:

Vg = C

ng

= L

τg

(3)

where L is the thickness of the medium through which light
passes, C is the light velocity, and ng and τg are the group
index and group delay, respectively. Figure 10a shows the
change in group delay for three different chemical potentials

Fig. 10 Group delay spectra of the graphene EIT structure under
normal incidence at different chemical potentials

[9, 37]. An investigation of the group delay in graphene for
symmetric and asymmetric structures is shown in Fig. 10b.
As we predicted, the EIT effect could lead to a decrease of
the group velocity in the structure. As this diagram shows,
wherever the EIT effects are observed in this structure, the
group velocity has changed by a factor of 300. Therefore,
the group velocity decreases drastically in the frequency
range where the EIT effect occurs.

Conclusion

In conclusion, we show that using a graphene layer com-
posed of H shape between two cut wires can lead to EIT-like
effects by asymmetrical structures or we can say coupling
between dark-bright modes created EIT-like effects. We
show that we have a structure based on refractive index sens-
ing that have high sensitivity about 6000 nm/RIU with
good applications for biochemicals. An important feature
is that by varying the chemical potential, we can tune the
transparency peak over a broad frequency range. The results
showed that by increasing the S parameter, the Q factor
decreased and the transmittance peak amplitude increased.
The high transmittance peak amplitude is over 99.5%. We
calculated the group delay and showed that by varying the
S parameter, we can control the group velocity and we can
have slow light about an order of 300 that is valuable for
slow light applications.
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