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The Qinghai-Tibet Expressway is a major strategic project planned by China that will be built along the Qinghai-Tibet
Engineering Corridor. At present, important traffic line projects, such as the Qinghai-Tibet Railway, have been built within this
narrow corridor, particularly at the blown sand sections. How to ensure that the wind speed and its flow field between the new
expressway and existing railway subgrades are not affected by each other is a priority to prevent breaking the dynamic balance of
the blown sand movement of the existing subgrade, thereby avoiding aggravating or inducing new blown sand hazards and
ensure the safe operation of the existing Qinghai-Tibet Railway. Therefore, defining the minimum distance of the wind speed and
its flow field, which are not affected by each other, between the subgrades become a scientific problem that should be solved
immediately to implement the construction of the Qinghai-Tibet Expressway. For this purpose, the minimum safe distance
between the subgrades of the Qinghai-Tibet Expressway and Qinghai-Tibet Railway was investigated from the perspective of
blown sand by making subgrade models for conducting wind tunnel experiments and combining the observation data of the local
field. Results indicated that the minimum safe distance between the two subgrades is 45-50 times the subgrade height when the
Qinghai-Tibet Expressway is located at the downwind direction of the Qinghai-Tibet Railway, and 50 times the subgrade height
when the former is located at the upwind direction of the latter. These results have guiding significance for the route selection,
survey, and design of the Qinghai-Tibet Expressway at the blown sand sections and for the traffic line projects in other similar
sandy regions.
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Introduction Tibet Plateau, which is characterized by high elevation, cold

Blown sand has constantly been an important factor per-
plexing the route selection, survey, design, construction, and
safe operation of traffic line engineering in sandy regions
[1-3]. Owing to the unique environment of the Qinghai-
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temperature, and blown sand [4-9], the blown sand hazards
along the Qinghai-Tibet Railway are severe [10—12]. The
Qinghai-Tibet Expressway is from Golmud to Lhasa, with a
total length of approximately 1100 km, which is bound to be
built along the existing Qinghai-Tibet Engineering Corridor
(QTEC) because of limitations in the natural environment
and construction conditions [13—15]. This narrow corridor is
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only a few kilometers in its wide region and only a few
hundred meters in its narrow region [16]. The existing pro-
jects, which are densely distributed within this corridor,
mainly include the Qinghai-Tibet Railway, Qinghai-Tibet
Highway, Qinghai-Tibet transmission and transformation
lines, Qinghai-Tibet oil pipelines, and Lanzhou-Xining-
Lhasa communication optical cables; among these projects,
the Qinghai-Tibet Railway is the most remarkable and also
the most important [17-19] (Figure 1). As the width of the
expressway subgrade reaches 26 m and the pavement
thickness is about 3 times that of the ordinary highways after
it is built, the subgrade will significantly disrupt the original
blown sand movement within the corridor and considerably
change the near-surface blown sand flow field and conditions
of transportation and accumulation [20]. If the distance is
considerably close, then the expressway will also interact
with the wind speed and flow field of other existing traffic
lines within the corridor, particularly the subgrade of the
Qinghai-Tibet Railway. Consequently, this situation will
generate potential hazards. Accordingly, the distance of the
proposed Qinghai-Tibet Expressway from the existing Qin-
ghai-Tibet Railway should be determined before the con-
struction of the expressway. At present, the relevant research
in China and abroad mainly shown in these aspects, such as
the law of blown sand accumulation over railway subgrade
[21], the effect of railway bridge on wind-sand movement
[22], the airflow field of opencut tunnel along railway [23],

Figure 1 (Color online) Schematic map of the Qinghai-Tibet Railway
(the base map comes from ref. [12]; Figure 1 is a modified drawing based
on this base map).
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wind erosion control of expressway embankment sideslopes
[24], influence of dust emission on highway safety [3],
blown sand-induced performance deficiencies of the railway
and its prevention techniques [25], etc. These researches
focus on the blown sand and its flow field of a single railway
or highway line, many studies also have been conducted on
the wind speed and flow field of a single-line subgrade of the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau [2,20,26]. However, only a few stu-
dies have been conducted on the wind speed and its flow
field between the two line subgrades that interact with each
other. Moreover, the definition of the safe distance of blown
sand has yet to be reported. Therefore, by making subgrade
models for conducting wind tunnel experiments, the authors
attempted to define the minimum safe distance of blown sand
between the Qinghai-Tibet Expressway and Qinghai-Tibet
Railway.

2  Layout of wind tunnel experiment and
methods

Experiments were conducted in a field mobile wind tunnel of
the Key Laboratory of Desert and Desertification, Chinese
Academy of Sciences (CAS). The wind tunnel has a test
section that is 6 m in length and 0.63 m x 0.63 m cross-
section. This tunnel is a direct current closed-blowing wind
tunnel, and the wind speed could be continuously adjusted
within the range of 0-20 m s'. The Qinghai-Tibet Railway is
a class I single-track heavy railway based on the Design
Specifications for Railway Subgrade (TB10001-2005, Chi-
na). The top width of the subgrade is 3.5 m and the slope
ratio is 1:1.75 (slope is 30°). According to the Highway
Engineering Technique Standard (JTG B01-2014, China),
the minimum top width of the subgrade of the proposed
Qinghai-Tibet Expressway should be 26 m and the slope
ratio should be 1:1.75 (slope is 30°). The subgrade models of
the wind tunnel experiment were made in the proportion of
1:100. The size of the subgrade models are shown in
Figure 2. The embankment of Qinghai-Tibet Railway is
generally as high as 5-8 m due to need the cooling effect of
crushed-rock interlayer [27,28], therefore, the height of the
models is 8 cm and the length is 62 cm (Figure 2), the block
ratio of the model is 12.5%.

The subgrade wind tunnel experiments were divided into
two conditions: the expressway located at the downwind and
upwind directions of the railway.

When the expressway was located at the downwind di-
rection of the railway, the distance between the two sub-
grades was set as six groups: 10H, 20H, 30H, 40H, 50H, and
60H, where H represents the height of the subgrade model.
An observation position was set every SH distance between
the two subgrades, and the wind speed at 10 different heights
was measured using a pitot tube. The pitot tube was arranged
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Figure 2 (Color online) Expressway and railway subgrade models.

at the center of the bottom plate of the wind tunnel, and the
obtained heights were 0.6, 0.7, 1.3, 2.1, 8.3, 12.2, 16.4, 20.2,
24.2, and 28 cm after the experimental wind speed stabilized.
Wind speed was measured once every 2 s for 30 consecutive
times (i.e., 1 min), and the average value was taken as the
result. Experimental wind speed is the wind speed at the
center of the entrance of the experimental section of the wind
tunnel. According to the observations of the local field, the
sand-moving wind speed in the sandy region along the
Qinghai-Tibet Railway is 5.7 m s [29,30]. Therefore, the
experimental wind speed was set as 6, 9, 12, 15, and
18 ms . When the expressway was located at the upwind
direction of the railway, the layout of the wind tunnel ex-
periment was the same as that when the expressway was
located at the downwind direction (Figures 3 and 4).

First, the initial wind speed profile without subgrade model
in the wind tunnel (i.e., wind speed profile in the middle
position of the wind tunnel experimental section under the
five groups of the experimental wind speed) was measured
before starting the subgrade wind tunnel experiment
(Figure 5(a)). Wind speed at above 8.3 cm in height is stable,
but that below 8.3 cm in height conforms to the logarithmic
distribution law of wind speed with height on a uniform bed
[31], which is expressed as follows:
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where u is the wind speed at height z (m s"); x is the Kaman
constant (0.4); u« is the frictional wind speed (m sﬁl), and z, is
the aerodynamic roughness (m).
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where 7 is the shear force or friction force between the
ground and fluid (N m ) and p is the air density (kg m ).
The fitted coefficients of wind speed profiles (below 8.3 cm)
according to the eq. (1) were shown in Table 1.

Second, the initial sand transport rate without subgrade
model in the wind tunnel (i.e., sand transport rate at the outlet
of the wind tunnel experimental section under the five groups
of the experimental wind speed) was measured (Figure 5(b)).
The setting of the wind tunnel experiment to measure the
sand transport rate is as follows: the sand bed was laid at the
entrance of the experimental section of the wind tunnel, with
a length of 3.6 m and a thickness of 5 cm; the middle is the
expressway and the railway subgrade with a spacing of 10H,
which is divided into two situations, i.e., the expressway
located at the upwind and downwind directions of the rail-
way; the sand collector was set at the outlet of the experi-
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Figure 3 (Color online) Schematic the wind tunnel experiment layout.
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Figure 4 (Color online) Layout photograph of the wind tunnel experi-
ment.

mental section of the wind tunnel (located at a distance of
10H away from the downwind direction of the downwind
subgrade). The sand transport rate was measured 3 con-
secutive times, and the average value was taken as the result.
The sand collector is a multi-channel flat mouth, an intake
was set every 1 cm height with a total of 50 heights.

When the wind speeds in at least two observation positions
(i.e., SH distance) are equal and have been restored in the
experimental results, the wind speed and its flow field be-
tween the two subgrades do not affect each other. Moreover,
the corresponding subgrade spacing minus the distance of
wind is speed equal and restoration is the minimum safe
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distance.

3 Results and analysis

3.1 Expressway located at the downwind direction of
the railway

When the expressway was 60H away from the downwind
direction of the railway, the variation of the wind speed at the
downwind direction of the railway was obviously, the more
close to the railway, the wind speed varies more obvious
(Figure 6(a), (c), (e), (g), (1)), from the view of wind speed at
each height, the wind speed decreased significantly when the
height was less than and equal 12.2 cm, and the wind speed
increased significantly when the height was greater than
12.2 cm. The wind speed of each height at the two ob-
servation positions of 35H and 45H had minimal difference,
and the average values of the wind speed at the 10 heights
were nearly the same (Figure 6(a), (¢), (e), (g), (i), Table 2).
Evidently, the wind speed between 35H and 45H was stable
and had basically returned to the initial state. The flow field
diagram indicates that the wind flow field between 35H and
45H was also basically restored (Figure 7). Therefore, the
minimum safe distance should be 60H minus the 10/, which
is 50H.

When the expressway was 50H away from the downwind
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Figure S (Color online) Initial wind speed profile and sand transport rate. (a) Initial wind speed profile; (b) initial sand transport rate.
Table 1 The fitted coefficients of wind speed profiles (below 8.3 cm) according to the eq. (1)
Experimental wind speed (m sfl) Frictional wind speed u« (m sfl) The aerodynamic roughness z, (mm) R
6 0.23 0.0027 0.987
9 0.34 0.0020 0.991
12 0.43 0.0013 0.992
15 0.53 0.0011 0.990
18 0.62 0.0007 0.990
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Figure 6 Wind speed of each observation point within the distance of 604 and 504 when the expressway is located at the downwind direction of the
railway. (a) 60H distance, 6 m s '; (b) 50H distance, 6 m s '; (c) 60H distance, 9 m s ; (d) 50H distance, 9 m's '; (e) 60H distance, 12 m s '; (f) 50H distance,
12ms '; (g) 60H distance, 15ms '; (h) 50H distance, 15ms ; (i) 60H distance, 18 ms '; (j) S0H distance, 18 m's '
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Experimental wind

The average values of the wind speed at the 10 heights of each observation point (m sfl)

Position Pacing speed (m s ')
5H 104 15H 20H  25H  30H 35H 40H  45H  50H  55H
6 3.4 3.7 45 4.6 49 5.0 53 52 5.2 5.3 5.3
9 5.1 5.6 6.8 7.1 7.4 7.6 8.0 7.9 8.0 8.1 8.1
60H 12 6.9 72 9.0 9.5 9.8 101 10,6 105 106 107 108
15 8.7 9.2 113 119 124 128 134 132 134 136  13.6
Expressway at 18 10.3 10.7 13.4 14.1 14.8 152 160 157 160  16.1 16.2
(10wn_wmd
d“éff;ﬁ’;‘y‘)f 6 33 37 48 49 51 50 51 52 52 - -
9 49 5.5 6.9 7.4 7.8 7.7 7.8 8.0 7.9 - -
50H 12 6.5 7.1 9.1 9.8 103 103 104 107 106 - -
15 8.0 8.9 114 123 130 130 131 135 134 - -
18 9.6 105 135 145 155 154 156 161  16.0 - -
6 4.0 48 49 48 5.0 49 5.1 5.1 5.1 52 5.1
9 6.1 7.2 7.4 7.2 7.4 7.5 7.8 7.6 7.7 7.9 7.6
60H 12 8.2 9.7 9.8 9.7 9.9 100 105 102 103 105 102
15 103 123 124 121 125 126 132 129 130 132 129
Expressway at 18 124 146 148 145 148 150 156 153 155 157 153
upwind direction
of railway 6 4.1 4.7 4.9 5.0 5.1 5.0 5.1 5.1 5.1 - -
9 6.2 7.0 7.4 7.5 7.8 7.6 7.7 7.8 7.7 - -
50H 12 8.2 9.3 9.9 100 103 101 103 104 102 - -
15 104 116 124 125 130 127 129 13.0 128 - -
18 124 138 148 150 155 152 154 155 152 - -

direction of the railway, the variation of the wind speed at the
downwind direction of the railway was similar to that of the
60H distance (Figure 6(a), (c), (e), (g), (1)). The wind speed
of each height at the two observation positions of 40H and
45H had minimal difference, and the average values of the
wind speed at the 10 heights were nearly the same (Figure 6
(b), (d), (f), (h), (j), Table 2). Evidently, the wind speed
between 40H and 45H was stable and had basically returned
to the initial state. The flow field diagram indicates that the
wind flow field between 40H and 45H was also basically
restored (Figure 8). Therefore, the minimum safe distance
should be 50H minus the 5H, which is 45H.

3.2 Expressway located at the upwind direction of the
railway

When the expressway was 60H away from the upwind di-
rection of the railway, the variation of the wind speed at the

downwind direction of the expressway was obvious, parti-
cularly when the height was less than 8.3 cm, the more close
to the expressway, the wind speed decreased more obvious
(Figure 9(a), (c), (e), (g), (1)). The wind speed of each height
at the two observation positions of 35H and 45H had mini-
mal difference, and the average values of the wind speed at
the 10 heights were nearly the same (Figure 9(a), (¢), (e), (g),
(i), Table 2). Evidently, the wind speed between 35H and
45H was stable and had basically returned to the initial state.
The flow field diagram indicates that the wind flow field
between 35H and 45H was also basically restored (Figure
10). Therefore, the minimum safe distance should be 60H
minus the 10H, which is 50H.

When the expressway was 50H away from the upwind
direction of the railway, the variation of the wind speed at the
downwind direction of the expressway was obvious, parti-
cularly when the height was less than and equal 8.3 cm, the
more close to the expressway, the wind speed decreased
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Figure 7 Wind flow field when the expressway is 60H away from the downwind direction of the railway.

more obvious (Figure 9(b), (d), (f), (h), (j)). The wind speed
at each height of each observation position had a certain
difference, particularly when the experimental wind speed
was 6ms . The wind speed at a height of 28 cm (i.e., near
the center of the experimental cross section of the wind
tunnel) had a significant variation, and the wind speeds at
other heights also had certain degrees of variations. The
average values of the wind speed at the 10 heights of the two
observation positions of 35H and 40H were nearly the same
(Figure 9(b), (d), (f), (h), (j), Table 2). Clearly, the wind
speed between 35H and 40H has yet to achieve full stability
but considerably approximates the initial state in general.
The flow field diagram indicates that the wind flow field
between 35H and 40H was also near restoration (Figure 11).

The wind speed at the 10 heights and wind flow field
between the two subgrades have remarkable difference

compared with the initial state when the distances between
the two subgrades were 10H, 20H, 30H, and 40H. This result
holds regardless of whether the expressway was located at
the downwind or upwind direction of the railway. The wind
speed was unstable, and the wind flow field varied sig-
nificantly. No case indicated that the wind speed at any two
observation positions were approximately equal, the wind
flow field did not return to its initial state, and the minimum
safe distance was not within the range of 40H. Unfortunately,
these aspects will not be discussed in this paper.

4 Discussion

Observations of the locale field indicate that the dominant
wind direction along the Qinghai-Tibet Railway is westerly
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Figure 8 Wind flow field when the expressway is 50H away from the downwind direction of the railway.

[2], and the Qinghai-Tibet Railway (Golmud to Lhasa sec-
tion) exhibits an approximately north-south trend (Figure 1).
Therefore, the trend of the railway and proposed expressway
is approximately perpendicular to the dominant wind direc-
tion [9]. The experiment setting of the wind tunnel is con-
sistent with the reality from the view of the relationship
between the dominant wind direction and line trend. The
experimental results indicate that when the expressway is
60H away from the downwind direction of the railway, the
wind speed of the 10H distance from 35H to 45H regained
stability. However, the section where the wind speed re-
gained stability was larger than the length of the 10, and the
corresponding safety distance was less than 50H. While
when the expressway is S0H away from the downwind di-

rection of the railway, the wind speed of the 5H distance
from 40H to 45H regained stability. However, the section
where the wind speed regained stability was less than the
length of the 5H, and the corresponding safety distance was
greater than 45H. The section less than SH was not observed
because the interval distance between the observation posi-
tions is SH, which can also be confirmed by the wind speed
and its flow field diagram of each observation position
(Figures 6-8). By considering these two results compre-
hensively, the minimum safe distance between the two sub-
grades should be between 45H and 50H when the
expressway was located at the downwind direction of the
railway. Similarly, when the expressway was located at the
upwind direction of the railway, the minimum safe distance
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Figure 10 Wind flow field when the expressway is 60H away from the upwind direction of the railway.

between the two subgrades was 50H. In addition, when the
expressway was 60H and 50H away from the upwind di-
rection of the railway, the surface roughness of the railway
subgrade located at the downwind direction is considerably
large. This result has an evident weakening effect on the
wind speed near the ground. Hence, the outcome is a sig-
nificant decrease in wind speed near the ground (particularly
at height below 2.1 cm) at 55H and 45H (i.e., —5H upwind
direction of the railway) away from the downwind direction
of the expressway. Meanwhile, the blocking and weakening
effects on wind was strong and part of the wind energy was
consumed because of the wide expressway subgrade located
at the upwind direction. Consequently, the average value of
the wind speed at the 10 heights at the observation positions
of 35H, 40H, and 45H was lower than the corresponding
average value when the expressway was located at the

downwind direction (Table 2). Moreover, the wind speed
fluctuation at each height was evident. Therefore, the needed
distance for wind speed and its flow field to return to the
stable initial state is longer when the expressway is located at
the upwind direction of the railway compared with the
downwind direction. Accordingly, the minimum safe dis-
tance when the expressway located at the upwind direction of
the railway is slightly longer than that of the minimum safe
distance when the expressway is located at the downwind
direction of the railway.

According to the measurement results of the sand transport
rate at the outlet of the experimental section of the wind tunnel,
the sand transport rate under the 5 groups of the experimental
wind speed when the expressway is 10H away from the
downwind direction of the railway were 2.89, 35.89, 139.96,
237.30, 363.48 gcm ~min ', respectively, and the sand
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Figure 11 Wind flow field when the expressway is S0H away from the upwind direction of the railway.

transport rate under the 5 groups of the experimental wind
speed when the expressway is 10H away from the upwind
direction of the railway were 1.91, 41.34, 113.03, 201.36,
303.86 g cm ~min ', respectively. The sand transport rate
when the expressway is 10H away from the downwind di-
rection of the railway is generally higher than that of the sand
transport rate when the expressway is 10H away from the
upwind direction of the railway (Figure 12). This finding
shows that the passing rate of the blown sand flow when the
expressway located at the downwind direction is high, and
the disturbance intensity to the blown sand movement is
lower than that of the upwind direction.

5 Conclusions

The following conclusions can be drawn under the experi-
mental conditions.

The minimum safe distance between the two subgrades is
45-50 times of the subgrade height when the Qinghai-Tibet
Expressway is located at the downwind direction of the
Qinghai-Tibet Railway, and 50 times of the subgrade height
when the Qinghai-Tibet Expressway is located at the upwind
direction of the Qinghai-Tibet Railway.

Several traffic lines can only pass through the same cor-
ridor in some regions, such as QTEC, South Tibet Alpine



Xie S B, et al.  Sci China Tech Sci
Expressway is 10H 1
50 “i‘{downwmd of Railway Wind speed (m ™)
L ¥ ——56
45
40
35 k "
. Y I
£ 30 “w., * i
5 v C
= Ty, S
c 25 P e «
2 ]” > e
T 20 e
<
| or —“1 e
15 . e Wind speed (m s-)
| - -
A
10 «  Expressway is 10H —9
F upwind of Railway ——e—12
5 ——15
e Y
OB v "0 v Sy

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12
Sand transport rate (g cm2 min-')
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Valley, and Hexi Corridor, with the rapid development of the
construction of the traffic line project in the sandy regions
owing to the limitations of the natural environment and
construction conditions [32]. Thus, urgent scientific pro-
blems should be solved to avoid aggravating or inducing new
blown sand hazards. Among these problems are related to
surveying and designing a new traffic line project within the
same corridor or valley where existing lines are densely
distributed in the blown sand regions, and ensuring that wind
speed and its flow field between the line subgrades are not
affected by each other. The minimum safe distance of blown
sand between the proposed expressway and existing railway
within QTEC was defined clearly by the aforementioned
experimental results and analysis. This research has im-
portant significance for the route selection, survey, and de-
sign of the Qinghai-Tibet Expressway at the blown sand
sections and of traffic line projects in other similar sandy
regions.
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