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Abstract
The usage of waste for the development of sustainable building materials has received an increasing attention in socio-eco-
environment spheres. The rice husk ash (RHA) produced during burning of rice husk and the ever-increasing plastic wastes 
are useless causing detrimental effects on the environment. This research supports the idea of sustainability and circular 
economy via utilization of waste to produce value-added products. This research explores the potential of waste plastics, 
RHA, and silica sand as thermoplastic composite materials. The different composite samples were prepared through waste 
plastics which includes low- and high-density polyethylene and polypropylene with incorporation of RHA and silica sand 
in proportions. The study investigates the effect of filler/polymer in 30/70, 20/80, and 10/90 (wt. %) on the workability of 
the developed composite materials. The workability of the composites was found to improve with filler reinforcement. The 
experimental results showed the maximum density of 1.676 g/cm3 and mechanical strength of 26.39, 4.89, and 3.25 MPa 
as compressive, flexural, and tensile strengths, respectively. The minimum percentage of water absorption was 0.052%. The 
wear tests resulted in a minimum abrasive and sliding wear rate of 0.03759 (cm3) and 0.00692 × 10−6 kg/m. The correlations 
between wear mechanisms and responses were morphologically analyzed. The developed composites verify the feasibility 
of RHA and plastics waste as a cost effective and environmentally competent product. The results and discussions provided 
a direction for the future research on sustainable polymeric composite materials.
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Introduction

Rice is considered a staple crop across several countries 
of the world. The United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) had projected the global production of rice to 
about 499.37 million metric tons for the year 2018/2019 
and it further projects for the year 2019/2020 to 499.31 
million metric tons. The global production of rice paddy 
and rice husk ash (RHA) for the year 2017 is shown in 
Table 1. The milling of per kilogram of rice leaves about 
0.28 kg of rice husk and thus generates a massive quantity 
of rice husk which is considered an agro-industrial waste, 
and due to its low bulk density, i.e., 90–150 kg/m3, it occu-
pies a large dry volume. The rough and abrasive surface 
of rice husk is highly resistant to natural degradation, 
making the effective treatment of rice husk a challenge 
to the global countries. The rice husk is being utilized in 
incineration in several industries and also in the prepa-
ration of the silica-based catalysts (Rosdin et al. 2021). 
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The developed methods of energy recovery from rick husk 
through combustion and gasification release toxic gases 
due to the incomplete combustion of carbon particles and 
cause serious environmental problems. Further, it also 
results in wastage of resources besides generating a huge 
quantity of RHA. (Liang et al. 2019; Pode 2016; Yaseri 
et al. 2019). The ratio of husk/paddy is 0.1 by weight and 
the complete combustion of rice produces 20–25% RHA. 
A part of the RHA produced is utilized as fertilizing agent 
while the rest is dumped as landfills which accumulates 
a considerable quantity of RHA in the environment (Sid-
dika et al. 2018). The utilization of rice husk resources 
sustainably is a challenge to the nation (Soni et al. 2022). 
The increasing problem of rice husk ash disposal, concern 
for environment pollution, and the need of conserving the 
natural resources had drawn the attention of researchers 
towards the development of an effective treatment meth-
ods for rice husk (Hossain et al. 2021; Vigneshwari et al. 
2018; Zhang et al. 2021a, b). The studies had revealed the 
potential of RHA as a mineral admixture with remark-
able performance and promoted the sustainable utilization 
of RHA. The application of RHA for the development of 
value-added materials is beneficial from different points 
of view. A number of resources are being utilized over 
the life cycle of construction which are responsible for 
worsening the condition of the surroundings and the peo-
ples. The European Commission reports about half of the 

total resources and energy consumption are accounted for 
the construction and building application; this drew the 
attention of authorities and researchers towards sustainable 
building materials (European Economic and Social Com-
mittee and the Committee of the Regions 2014). Further-
more, the studies had suggested the incorporation or recy-
cling of waste materials as one of the viable approaches to 
reduce the consumption of resources for building construc-
tion (Anuardo et al. 2022; Mulya et al. 2022). The resto-
ration of agriculture waste can advance the sustainability 
of agricultural sector and assist to improve the environ-
ment condition (Maheshwari et al. 2022). In another side, 
plastics are well known for their notable properties. The 
distinguishing characteristics of plastics make it a wor-
thy material for application in diverse engineering fields 
(Jacobsen et al. 2022; Khalid et al .2021; Li et al. 2021; 
Ojeda 2021). The growing application of plastic products 
in the technologically driven era is the requirement for pol-
ymer-based composite materials with effective properties. 
Over the past few years, the usage of polymer composites 
has expended expeditiously due to its efficient properties 
and economic. The synergy of fillers in polymer-based 
composite material has gained its importance in research 
for composite manufacturing industries  (Sharifianjazi 
et al. 2021). The properties of the developed materials 
were found to improve significantly with the incorporation 
of fillers (Dhir et al. 2022; Ding et al. 2022; Kishi et al. 

Table 1   Rice paddy, potential 
of rice husk, and ash production 
in the 20 highest rice-producing 
countries, 2017

S. no Country Rice, paddy 
production in 
2017 (t)

Percentage of total 
paddy production 
(%)

Husk produced 
(20% of total) (t)

Potential ash produc-
tion (18% of husk) (t)

1 China 21,01,00,000 29.645 4,20,20,000 75,63,600
2 India 16,53,00,000 23.324 3,30,60,000 59,50,800
3 Indonesia 7,42,00,000 10.469 1,48,40,000 26,71,200
4 Bangladesh 5,33,00,000 7.520 1,06,60,000 19,18,800
5 Vietnam 4,40,00,000 6.208 88,00,000 15,84,000
6 Thailand 3,33,00,000 4.698 66,60,000 11,98,800
7 Myanmar 2,83,00,000 3.993 56,60,000 10,18,800
8 Philippines 1,86,00,000 2.624 37,20,000 6,69,600
9 Brazil 1,19,00,000 1.679 23,80,000 4,28,400
10 Japan 1,07,00,000 1.509 21,40,000 3,85,200
11 Pakistan 1,03,00,000 1.453 20,60,000 3,70,800
12 Cambodia 97,00,000 1.368 19,40,000 3,49,200
13 USA 91,00,000 1.284 18,20,000 3,27,600
14 Egypt 2,00,000 0.451 40,000 7,200
15 South Korea 55,00,000 0.776 11,00,000 1,98,000
16 Nepal 54,00,000 0.761 10,80,000 1,94,400
17 Nigeria 53,00,000 0.747 10,60,000 1,90,800
18 Laos 40,00,000 0.564 8,00,000 14,400
19 Madagascar 35,00,000 0.493 7,00,000 12,600
20 Sri Lanka 30,00,000 0.423 6,00,000 10,800
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2022; Lin et al. 2022). The incorporation of agricultural 
waste as reinforcement in polymer-based composite mate-
rials evolved out prosperous results mainly in mechanical 
properties (Barczewski et al. 2019; Boopalan et al. 2013; 
Mazur et  al. 2022). The promising accomplishments 
of agricultural waste as a natural filler extensively encour-
aged the researcher to articulate advanced polymeric com-
posites, with improved mechanical performance in an eco-
nomic manner (Chandramohan and Kumar 2017; Patel and 
Rawat 2017; Rout and Satapathy 2012; Vinayagamoorthy 
and Rajmohan 2018). The studies report the potential of 
agro-waste in improving the properties of polymer-based 
composite material. Amid the agro-waste RHA, it could 
be a potent natural material as filler. The wear resistance 
was found to improve with reinforcement of grewia optiva 
fiber filled with rice husk composites. The higher values 
of tensile and flexural strength for polymer composites are 
achieved by reinforcing 5% and 15% of rice husk respec-
tively (Kumar et al. 2017; Zafar and Siddiqui 2018). It is 
up to the best of the author’s understanding that there is no 
such work conducted which demonstrates the development 
of sustainable polymer-based composites by using waste 
materials and investigates the effects of compositions in 
different proportions on the workability of the developed 
product. The research demonstrates the development of 
eco-friendly thermoplastic composite materials as floor 
tile. The objective was to enhance the economic viabil-
ity of the waste products and bring sustainability in the 
sector of building construction. The study is imperative 
from socio-eco-environment point of view. The different 
composite samples are fabricated by utilizing RHA and 
silica sand as fillers and waste plastics of low- and high-
density polyethylene and polypropylene as matrices. The 
evaluations for the physical, mechanical, and tribological 
performance are carried out. Moreover, the morphologi-
cal investigations for the worn surfaces are carried out to 
explore the possible wear mechanisms. The relationship 
is provided between the wear behavior and mechanical 
properties.

Experimental

The present study involves several key parameters that can 
affect the workability of the developed thermoplastic com-
posite materials. The experimental research is carried out 
which involves the development of composites with vary-
ing filler/polymer ratios; physical characterizations include 
density and surface structure analysis and evaluation of the 
physical, mechanical, and tribological properties, i.e., water 
absorption, compressive strength, flexural strength, tensile 
strength, sliding wear, and abrasion wear.

Materials

The raw materials as compositions comprise of matrix 
and fillers. Three distinct forms of plastics such as LDPE, 
HDPE, and PP are taken as the matrices while rice husk 
ash and silica sand are the filler materials. The grain size 
of the silica sand is 600 µm with specific gravity and bulk 
density of 2.65 and 1730 kg/m3 respectively at atmos-
pheric conditions. The images of raw materials are shown 
in Fig. 1a-e. The typical properties of the plastics are listed 
in Table 2. The physical properties and chemical com-
positions of rice husk ash are listed in Tables 3 and 4 
respectively.

Development of the composites

Figure 2 shows the flow chart of the steps adopted for 
the development of composites. The process starts with 
the collection of raw materials. The collected raw mate-
rials are mixed as per the proportions given in Table 5. 
The compositions are melted at an elevated temperature 
up to their semi-solid state and continuously mixed until 
a homogenous mixture of plastic, silica sand, and rice 
husk ash is obtained. The samples were casted through 
the static compaction technique under a constant pressure 
of 20.7 MPa. Once the mold is obtained, its surface is 
finished, and the required dimensions are prepared for the 

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)

Fig. 1   Images of the raw materials: a rice husk ash, b sand, c LDPE, d HDPE, e PP
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evaluations. Figure 3a-i show the photographic images of 
the developed composite samples.

Physical characterizations

The density of a composite plays an important role in 
determining the dimensional stability and is the measures 

Table 2   Properties of waste plastics

S. no Material Coefficient of linear 
thermal expansion 
(in/°F × 10−5)

Tensile 
strength 
(Psi)

Specific gravity Tensile 
elongation 
(%)

Hardness 
durometer 
shore D

Flexural modulus 
of elasticity (Psi)

Heat deflection 
temperature 
(°F)

1 LDPE - 1400 0.92 500 55 30,000 122-
2 HDPE 9.0 4000 0.96 600 69 200,000 172-
3 PP 5.0 5400 0.94 - 75 225000 210-

Table 3   Physical properties of 
RHA

S. no Grinding time 
(minute)

Mean particle 
size (µm)

Specific gravity 
(gm/cm3)

Fineness: passing 
45 µm (%)

Specific 
surface area 
(m2/g)

1 - 3.80 2.06 99 36.47
2 - 6 2.1 - 2.33
3 90 63.8 - - -
4 180 31.3 2.11 - -
5 270 18.3 - - -
6 360 11.5 - - -

Table 4   Chemical compositions 
of RHA

S. no Chemical constitutes (weight %)

SiO2 Al2O3 Fe2O3 CaO MgO SO3 Na2O K2O Others Loss in ignition

1 87.32 0.22 0.28 0.48 0.28 - 1.02 3.14 - 2.10
2 89.61 0.04 0.22 0.91 0.42 - 0.07 1.58 - 5.91
3 82.6 0.4 0.5 0.9 - 0.1 0.1 1.8 - 11.9
4 92.95 0.31 0.26 0.53 0.55 - 0.08 2.06 0.12 1.97
5 91.3 1.4 0.6 2.4 2.1 - 0.3 1.9 - -
6 93.44 0.21 0.18 0.76 0.43 0.16 0.05 1.98 - 1.27
7 94.0 1.2 0.37 2.93 0.60 0.30 - 0.50 - -
8 91.56 0.19 0.17 1.07 0.65 0.47 0.16 3.76 - -
9 87.89 0.19 0.28 0.73 0.47 - 0.66 3.43 - 4.36
10 91.71 0.36 0.90 0.86 0.31 - 0.12 1.67 - 3.13
11 86.81 0.50 0.87 1.04 0.85 - 0.69 3.16 - 4.6
12 87.86 0.68 0.93 1.30 0.35 - 0.12 2.37 - -
13 77.19 6.19 3.65 2.88 1.45 - - 1.82 - 5.43
14 87.22 0.70 1.68 2.12 1.18 0.04 0.20 1.12 0.46 1.06

Fig. 2   Process flow chart for 
sample preparation

Collection of 
raw materials 

Preparation 
of 

composition 
Melting  of 

mixture
Static 

compression 
molding
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of the porosity. The mechanical performance of compos-
ites is also influenced by the density of composite materi-
als (Beaumont et al. 2018). The density of the developed 
composite samples was determined according to ASTM 
D792 (ASTM standards for density and specific gravity 
of plastics). The resulted density of the samples is listed 

in Table 6 and plotted as Fig. 4. The mixture homogeneity 
of the developed samples was examined through structural 
analysis with the help of optical microscope of Leica DMI 
3000 B. The surface images of the samples are shown as 
Fig. 5a-i. The obtained images showed that the fillers are 
completely encapsulated and mechanically bonded into 

Table 5   Composition of the 
developed composites

S. no Sample designation LDPE (Wt. %) HDPE 
(Wt. %)

PP (Wt. %) RHA (Wt. %) Sand (Wt. %)

1 LD70R15S15 70 - - 15 15
2 LD80R10S10 80 - - 10 10
3 LD90R5S5 90 - - 5 5
4 HD70R15S15 - 70 15 15
5 HD80R10S10 - 80 - 10 10
6 HD90R5S5 - 90 - 5 5
7 PP70R15S15 - - 70 15 15
8 PP80R10S10 - - 80 10 10
9 PP90R5S5 - - 90 5 5

Fig. 3   Images of prepared 
specimens: a LD70R15S15, b 
LD80R10S10, c LD90R5S5, d 
HD70R15S15, e HD80R10S10, 
f HD90R5S5, g PP70R15S15, h 
PP80R10S10, i PP90R5S5

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

(e) (f)

(g) (h)

(i)
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the polymer matrix. The existence of a high concentra-
tion of fillers was observed for the samples with 70% of 
the matrix as shown in Fig. 5a, d, and g. Furthermore, 
observations for the samples with 80% of matrix showed 
a decrease of fillers (in Fig. 5b, e, and h) which further 
decreases with 90% of the matrix as shown in Fig. 5c, 
f, and i. The polymer segregation was more pronounced 
with increased fractions of fillers as shown in Fig. 5a, 
d, and g. The matrix fills up the surface irregularities and 
holds the filler particles together by forming a substantial 
interfacial bond. Moreover, as no holes are visible over 
the surfaces, it clears the complete encapsulation of filler 
particles with the matrix and provides a good strength at 
the optimized composition (Sengwa and Dhatarwal 2022). 
The results of the mechanical failure is attained due to its 
viscoelastic behavior (Wang and Meng 2021). The behav-
ior is analogous to a study made for elastomeric systems 
in which the fillers reinforced the matrix by diverting the 
path of rupture, thus increasing the required energy for 
crack propagation (Li and Zhou 2021; Ning et al. 2022).

Experimental evaluations

The workability of a floor tile is determined by different 
physical, mechanical, and tribological properties. The water 
absorption is a measure of moisture content and is an impor-
tant to determine the suitability for use under conditions of 
wet, dry, or moisture. The mechanical strength as compres-
sive, flexural, and tensile indicates the response of a floor 
tile against external compressive, bending, and tensile load, 
respectively. The wear resistance of floor tile indicates the 
ability to resist material loss, and the floor tiles are subjected 
to sliding and abrasion wear during application (Yu et al. 
2021; Zhang et al. 2021a). This section discusses the pro-
cedure and method followed for evaluations of the different 
properties of the developed floor tile.

Water absorption

The water absorption indicates the moisture content of the 
material. The test identifies the suitability of thermoplastic 
composite for its application in different ambient conditions 
(whether wet or dry). It is given by the difference between 
the wet and dry weight relative to the dry weight multiplied 
by 100 to express it as percentage. The sample was kept in 
an oven for 24 h at 110 °C and allowed to cool. After cool-
ing, the sample is weighted using the Mettler balance; this 
gives the dry weight of the specimen. The specimen is then 
submerged in fresh water for 24 h to ensure no formation 
of bubbles. The specimen was taken out and was cleaned 
with a cloth then reweighted; this gives the wet weight of 
the sample. The water absorption (Wa) is calculated as in 
Eq. (1) according to ASTM D570 (Standard Specification 

Table 6   Density and water absorption

S. no Sample designation Density (g/cm3) Water absorption (%)

1 LD70R15S15 1.07051 0.19960
2 LD80R10S10 0.99737 0.28653
3 LD90R5S5 0.96 0.53418
4 HD70R15S15 1.67632 0.052383
5 HD80R10S10 1.23511 0.29090
6 HD90R5S5 1.33009 0.23952
7 PP70R15S15 1.33893 0.68434
8 PP80R10S10 1.17145 0.16366
9 PP90R5S5 1.19251 0.11223

Fig. 4   Density of the compos-
ites
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for Concrete Roof Tile 2016). A similar procedure is fol-
lowed for the calculation of water absorption of the prepared 
samples.

Compressive strength

In order to study the response of the prepared samples 
against an external load, the compressive strength of the 
developed composite samples was determined as per ASTM 
D695 by using a compression testing machine as shown in 
Fig. 6a. The specimen was made to places over the flat sur-
face at the center of the pressure plate. The target specimen 
is loaded gradually as the fracture initiates the value of the 
load, which is noted. The compressive strength is deter-
mined by using the formula given in Eq. (2)

(1)

Water absorption(%) =
Wet weight − Dry weight

Dry weight
× 100

(2)�c =
PC

Ac

where σc is the compressive strength (N/mm2), Pc is the 
maximum load on the sample (N), and Ac is the cross-sec-
tional area (mm2).

Flexural strength

The evaluation of flexural strength was carried out according 
to the standard ASTM C1186-08 (Standard Specification 
for Flat Fiber-cement Sheets2016). The three-point flexural 
load was applied to the specimen with the help of UTM of 
HL 59020. The values for initial and final load and central 
deflection were recorded. The flexural strength was evalu-
ated using the given Eq. (3). A similar process is repeated for 
evaluations of flexural strength of all the specimens:

where S is the flexural strength (N/mm2), W is the maximum 
load in Newton, L is the length in millimeters, b is the width 
in millimeters, and t is the thickness in millimeters.

(3)S =
3WL

2bt2

Fig. 5   Optical micrographs 
of the developed poly-
meric composite surfaces: a 
LD70R15S15, b LD80R10S10, 
c LD90R5S5, d HD70R15S15, 
e HD80R10S10, f HD90RS5, g 
PP70R15S15, h PP80R10S10, i 
PP90R5S5

(a) (b) (c)

(d) (e) (f)

(g) (h) (i)

      50 µm          50 µm         50µm

       50 µm        50 µm     50 µm

     50 µm        50 µm       50 µm

RETRACTED A
RTIC

LE



124573Environmental Science and Pollution Research (2023) 30:124566–124584	

1 3

Tensile strength

The tensile strength is an indicative of the tolerance of strain 
before failing and resistance to crack and is an important 
characteristic of cracking potential. It is evaluated as per 
ASTM D638 standard test for tensile strength. The cylindri-
cal specimen is having a diameter of 100 mm. The specimen 
was kept with both the ends fixed and is stretched until fail-
ure due to splitting was observed. The tensile strength was 
determined using the given Eq. (4).

where σt is the tensile strength (N/mm2), Wt is the tensile 
load in newton (N), b is the breadth in millimeters, and t is 
the thickness in millimeters.

(4)�t =
Wt

bt

Sliding wear

The sliding wear rate was evaluated using Pin on disc Tribo 
tester built by Ducom Instruments Pvt. Ltd. as shown in 
Fig. 6b. The specimen ball used is of 100 Cr steel having a 
diameter of 6 mm. The sliding wear evaluation is conducted 
under the given load of 5 kgf. The rotation of disc is constant 
at 200 rpm for the test duration of 30 min. The loss in weight 
loss is obtained by taking the difference between the initial 
and final weights. The wear rate (kg/meter) is expressed as 
the weight loss (kilogram) for unit sliding distance (meter).

Abrasion wear

Dry Abrasion Tester TR-50 build by DUCOM Instruments 
Pvt. Ltd. (an ISO: 9001:2008 certified company) was used 
for the calculation of abrasive wear and is schematically 
illustrated in Fig. 6c. The apparatus is based on the ASTM 

Fig. 6   a Compression testing 
machine, b pin on disc appa-
ratus, c schematic illustration 
dry abrasion tester, d specimen 
during abrasive wear

(a) (b)

(c) (d)
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G65 standard test for abrasive wear (standard test method 
for measuring abrasion using the dry sand/rubber wheel 
apparatus, 2004) whose design is proposed by Stevenson 
and Hutchings (Stevenson and Hutchings 1996). The loss 
of volume gives the values of abrasion wear. The silica sand 
of grade AFS 60 (250 µm) with values of density and knop 
hardness of 2.6 g/cm3 and 875 respectively is used as abra-
sive particles. The specimen (76 × 25.4 × 12.7 mm) was fixed 
in the sample holder as shown in Fig. 6d and the abrasive 
sand particles were made to flow over the rotating abrasive 
wheel of diameter 228.6 mm during the test duration of 60 s. 
The value of the applied load was evaluated by using the 
given Eq. (5)

The volume loss (square centimeter) as abrasion was 
obtained by using Eq. (6) under the load of 5.8 kgf keep-
ing rotational speed of wheel constant at 30 rpm which is 
equivalent to the sliding speed of 0.3592 m/s.

Results and discussions

Water absorption

The resulted values of water absorption for the developed 
composite samples are listed in Table 6 which illustrates 
the values of water absorption (%) for the samples as 
LD70R15S15, LD80R10S10, LD90R5S5, HD70R15S15, 
HD80R10S10, HD90R5S5, PP70R15S15, PP80R10S10, 

(5)
Load on wheel = (dead weight × loading lever ratio + initial load)

(6)Loss in volume(mm3) =
Weight before test −Weight after test(gm.)

Density(gm.∕cm3)
× 1000

and PP90R5S5 to be 0.1996, 0.28653, 0.53418, 0.05238, 
0.2909, 0.23952, 0.68434, 0.16366, and 0.11223. Fig-
ure 7 indicates that for the prepared LDPE composite 
samples, the water absorption increases with the frac-
tion of plastic whereas irregular behavior for the water 
absorption with replacement of plastic was noticed for 
the HDPE and PP composites. The change in density and 
void ratio of the composites due to properties of plastic 
and mixture homogeneity could be the possible cause of 
such behavior. Moreover, the minimum and maximum 
values for the water absorption (%) were found to be 
0.05283 and 0.68434 for the samples as HD70R15S15 
and PP70R15S15 respectively. It was observed that for 
the LDPE composites, density improves with incorpora-
tion of fillers as Fig. 4 depicts which decreases the values 
of water absorption. The decrease in the water absorption 
with density is agreeable to the earlier studies (Arman 
et al. 2021; Atiqah et al. 2017). It is established that the 
rate of porosity to water depends on the granulometry of 
fillers and plastic/filler ratio and for the small filler granu-
lometry tends to reduce the porosity (Alam et al. 2018); 
hence, for the LDPE and HDPE composite samples, the 
water absorption (%) is minimum for 30% as filler with 
values to 0.1996 and 0.05283 respectively, whereas the 
contrary was found for the PP composites due to increase 
void ratio and enhancement in hydrophilic nature of fabri-
cated material that drastically increases the water absorp-
tion (%) for PP70R15S15 to 0.68434. The smaller the pore 
size, the greater the ability to absorb water and moisture by 
capillary action. Hence, the water absorption and moisture 
absorption of the composite increase with higher content 
of plastics which could be the probable cause for higher 
water absorption at higher fractions, i.e., 80% of LDPE, 
HDPE, and PP. The porosity to water reduces with the 

Fig. 7   Water absorption of the 
composites
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increase of plastic content; indeed, sand has a high poros-
ity relative to plastics that is why the addition of plastic 
makes the porosity to fall for the sample as PP90R5S5 and 
decreases the water absorption to 0.11223%. The accept-
able value of water absorption for conventional ceramic 
floor tiles as per BIS is less than 3%; hence, the developed 
composite samples satisfy the limit of water absorption. 
It establishes that the incorporation of RHA reduces the 
absorptivity of polymeric composites and also the fineness 
of RHA and pozzolanic activity are the significant factors 
that ensure the porosity (Agarwal et al. 2019; Nayak et al. 
2016). Albano reported that the replacement of the natu-
ral aggregate by plastics creates a distinct porosity with 
uniform distribution (Albano et al. 2009).

Mechanical strength

The mechanical strength is imperative to withstand the 
physical forces. The section investigates the compressive, 
flexural, and tensile strength of the prepared samples.

Compressive strength

Compressive strength has shown its dependency on density, 
mixture homogeneity, nature of aggregate, and composition. 
The refinement and loading fraction of filler are the primary 
factors which affect the compressive strength of the filler-
reinforced polymer composites due to their influence on the 
encountering forces. The values of compressive strength 
for prepared composite samples are given in Table 7 which 
indicates the prospect of improvement in the compressive 
strength of plastic-based composite material with incorpo-
ration of suitable fillers. The maximum values of compres-
sive strength for the LDPE, HDPE, and PP composites are 
found to be 7.5015, 13.2151, and 26.3944 (MPa) for the 
specimens as LD70R15S15, HD90R5S5, and PP70R15S15 
respectively. The plot for the compressive strength is given 
as Fig. 8 that shows the compressive strength for developed 
samples is influenced by the content and characteristic of 
filler and is agreeable to the earlier investigations (Vick-
ers 2017). The weaker strength of the interfacial transition 
zone between the LDPE and fillers increases the air content 
and decreases the compressive strength for the LDPE sam-
ples. Since plastics have almost no porosity, hence the air 
accumulates at the interfacial transition zone, which ulti-
mately increases the porosity and reduces the strength of 
compression (Gao et al. 2021; Liu et al. 2022). An improve-
ment in compressive strength with matrix replacement could 
be attributed to the strength of adhesion between the matrix 
and surfaces of neighboring fillers; this subsequent increase 
in surface area improves the compressive strength. The 
replacement of LDPE by fillers enhances the compressive 
strength as a result the specimen as LD70R15S15 gives the 

maximum value of the compressive strength. Furthermore, 
for the developed HDPE composite samples, the compres-
sive strength decreases slightly with decrease of fillers from 
30 to 20% and significantly from 20 to 10%. The lower 
strength of the polymers as compared to filler is the cause 
for the reduction of the compressive strength. Moreover, the 
observations are agreeable to the earlier studies (Chen et al. 
2019; Shin et al. 2022; Xue et al. 2019; Zhong and Zhang 
2021). The decrease in compressive strength with fraction 
of plastics (LDPE, HDPE, and PP) from 70 to 80 wt. % is 
attributed due to (i) weaker strength of the matrix as com-
pared to the filler and (ii) poor bonding between the matrix 
and filler (Deo et al. 2010; Khatib and Bayomy 1999).

Flexural strength

The flexural strength is defined as the bending strength 
required to obtain the crack resistance capacity. The 
resulted value of the flexural strength is shown in Table 7 
and is given as Fig. 9. The ranges of flexural strength 
for LDPE, HDPE, and PP specimens were found to be 
0.65535–1.12665, 1.02037–1.88975, and 3.5516–4.89543 
(MPa) respectively. The earlier studies had showed the 
dependency of flexural deformation on the properties of 
the mixture and bonding strength of the compositions. The 
enhancement in intermolecular bonding of the constitu-
ents could be the possible cause for the improvement in 
flexural strength (Yao et al. 2018). This can be described 
by the development of polymeric film around the aggre-
gate. Moreover, the polymer fibers act as an obstructing 
element for crack propagation. It was observed that the 
propagation of crack can be considerably restricted by the 
development of crack in mass. The results show the reduc-
tion in the flexural strength with fraction of plastics, i.e., 
LDPE, HDPE, and PP, from 70 to 80%; the lower values of 
density are the possible cause for the behavior (Patil et al. 
2014). Moreover, the plastics being softer material when 

Table 7   Mechanical strengths of the composites

S. no Sample designa-
tion

Compressive 
strength (MPa)

Flexural 
strength 
(MPa)

Tensile 
strength 
(MPa)

1 LD70R15S15 7.5015 1.07269 0.86333
2 LD80R10S10 3.5714 0.65535 0.41713
3 LD90R5S5 5.4166 1.12665 0.70903
4 HD70R15S15 8.5327 1.68477 1.12076
5 HD80R10S10 7.1343 1.02037 0.82106
6 HD90R5S5 13.2151 1.88975 1.52092
7 PP70R15S15 24.7933 4.89543 3.25659
8 PP80R10S10 19.3548 3.55160 2.26064
9 PP90R5S5 26.3944 4.18667 3.02420
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compared with fillers thus decrease the flexural strength. 
Additionally, the low strength of the interfacial transi-
tion zone increases the air content and brings down the 
flexural strength (Choi et al. 2005; Ismail and Al-Hashmi 
2010). The observation is similar to Aslani (2016) which 
reveals that the flexural capacity reduces with increased 
fraction of the matrix. The study had reported the decrease 
in flexural performance of the concrete with the incorpo-
ration of polymeric matrices due to smooth texture of the 
polymers and weak bond strength (Ismail and Al-Hashmi 
2010). In the present study, an improvement in flexural 
strength with replacement is noticed due to improved 
elasticity of the specimen with plastic content. Moreover, 
under the equal fraction of fillers, the flexural strength 

improves with HDPE which further improves with PP due 
to the mechanical strength of the plastics. The observation 
matches well with the study where the flexural capacity 
of concrete enhanced considerably with incorporation of 
RHA (Liang et al. 2022; Reddy et al. 2018).

Tensile strength

The tensile strength is correlated with the compressive 
strength. Therefore, the behavior for the tensile strength 
with fraction of fillers is like the behavior of the compres-
sive strength. The values of the tensile strength are given 
in Table 7 which gives the maximum values of the ten-
sile strength for the LDPE, HDPE, and PP samples to be 

Fig. 8   Compressive strength of 
the composites
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Fig. 9   Flexural strength of the 
composites
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0.8633, 1.52092, and 3.25659 (MPa) for the specimens 
as LD70RS15, HD90R5S5, and PP70R15S15 respec-
tively, whereas the minimum values were found to be 
0.41713, 0.82106, and 2.26064 (MPa) for the specimens 
as LD80R10S10, HD80R10S10, and PP80R10S10 respec-
tively. Figure 10 indicates that tensile strength of poly-
meric composites significantly influences the composition. 
Moreover, for a given mix category, the replacement level 
depends on the nature of materials and mixture homogene-
ity (Andersons and Joffe 2011; Vignesh et al. 2018). The 
improved compactness due to filling effect of RHA enhances 
the tensile strength of the developed samples (Kartikeya 
et al. 2020). The optimum tensile strength for the developed 
samples at suitable composition attributed to the significant 
adhesion at filler-matrix interface.

Tribological properties

Friction and wear are critical issues for the polymers and 
polymer-based composites. The section covers the tribologi-
cal behavior of the developed composites. The evaluations 
are made for abrasive wear and sliding wear.

Abrasion wear

The calculated values of volume loss (square centimeter) 
as abrasion wear are listed in Table 8 and plotted as Fig. 11 
which indicates a non-linearity for wear. The wear of the 
HDPE samples increases with wt. % fraction of fillers 
whereas invariably is observed for LDPE and PP composite 
samples. Moreover, wear response is influenced significantly 
by the composition and loading condition which is in tune 
with the literature (Bandaru et al. 2021; Satti et al. 2017; 
Umesh et al. 2022). The minimum and maximum values 

for the volume losses are found to be 0.03759 and 0.09341 
(cm3) for the specimens as HD90R5S5 and LD70R15S15 
respectively due to the characteristics of the plastics. The 
results suggest the incorporation of 10 wt. % of fillers with 
90 wt. % of HDPE as a suitable composition for the develop-
ment of composites. The specimen as LD70R15S15 shows 
the maximum wear due to the insufficient matrix and lesser 
strength of LDPE compared to HDPE and PP; the combined 
effect of these factors makes the composite brittle and is 
likely to crack under stress. The ranges of volume losses as 
abrasion for LDPE, HDPE, and PP composites are found as 
0.05013–0.09341, 0.03759–0.08948, and 0.07446–0.08536 
(cm3) respectively. The suitable fraction of fillers provides 
a better adhesion and enhances wear resistance. The energy 
barrier increases with reinforcement of filler (Bijwe et al. 
1990). The increase in brittleness of the samples due to 
the inherent brittle nature of RHA indicates fracture as the 
probable wear mechanism and results in an increased wear 
rate with wt. % of RHA. Reaction-free interface and good 

Fig. 10   Tensile strength of the 
composites
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Table 8   Wear of the composites

S. no Sample designation Three-body abra-
sive wear (cm3)

Sliding wear 
(10−6 kg/m)

1 LD70R15S15 0.09341 0.01291
2 LD80R10S10 0.05013 0.00692
3 LD90R5S5 0.05208 0.00719
4 HD70R15S15 0.08948 0.02212
5 HD80R10S10 0.05482 0.02655
6 HD90R5S5 0.03759 0.05311
7 PP70R15S15 0.07446 0.01840
8 PP80R10S10 0.08536 0.04134
9 PP90R5S5 0.08385 0.11846
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bonding between the matrix and filler are the responsible 
factors for abrasive wear (Kumar et al. 2022; Sharma et al. 
2019). The wear behavior of the samples matches well with 
the mechanical properties and their behavior under complex 
forces. The improvement in the wear performance of filler-
reinforced polymeric composites attributes to the incorpora-
tion of fillers which restricts the development of furrows and 
improves the surface hardness (Hrabě and Müller 2016). The 
factors favor the plowing and improve the cutting resistance.

Sliding wear

The obtained values for sliding wear rate (kg/meter) are 
listed in Table 8 and are given as Fig. 12 which illustrates 
that the prepared samples exhibit a good wear resistance 

with irregular behavior for the wear rate. The ranges of 
sliding wear rate for LDPE, HDPE, and PP samples were 
obtained as 0.00692–0.01291, 0.02212–0.05311, and 
0.0184–0.11846 (10−6 kg/m) respectively. Moreover, the 
minimum and maximum values for the sliding wear rate 
were found to be 0.00692 and 0.11846 (10−6 kg/m) respec-
tively. The decreased fraction of filler with significant loads 
provides a sufficient contact pressure for adhesion which 
pulled out the fillers from the surface and causes a high 
wear rate for the specimen as PP90R5S5 (Lin et al. 2020), 
whereas for the specimen as LD80R10S10, the sufficient 
amount of fillers provides a complete encapsulation by 
matrix which improves the hardness of the composites and 
favors the condition for minimum wear (Fan et al. 2020). 
It was observed for the HDPE samples that the wear rate 

Fig. 11   Three-body abrasive 
wear of the composites
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Fig. 12   Sliding wear of the 
composites
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increases with the matrix content; the decreased hardness 
with reduced fraction of sand could be the cause for such 
behavior (Chang et al. 2013; Wright and Kukureka 2001). 
Furthermore, under the equal fraction of fillers, the wear 
rate for the PP samples was found comparatively higher than 
HDPE and LDPE samples. Moreover, in LDPE samples, the 
particles are welded back due to elasticity rather than being 
removed from the contact area which gives the low wear 
rate for the specimens as LD70R15S15, LD80R10S10, and 
LD90R5S5.

It is observed that under the condition of high load, i.e., 
5 kgf, the wear rate is proportional to the fraction of matrix 
and establishes a good correlation with the previous report. 
The study revealed that wear increases with loads but the 
behavior is influenced by material characteristics and inter-
actions of internal forces (Saikia and de Brito 2014). Inves-
tigations for the influence of hardness on wear showed that 
wear decreases significantly with hardness (Li et al. 2006). 
The macroscopic hardness is characterized by strong inter-
molecular bonds. The incorporation of silica sand in plastics 
increases the hardness because of the reinforcement capabil-
ity of silica sand and decreases sliding wear rate. The wear 
behavior of a material is complex as the hardness is further 
influenced by other characteristics (Tseng and Chen 2004).

Morphology of abrasion wear

The combination of the processes such as micro-cutting, 
micro-plowing, deboning, and fiber peelings is responsible 
for abrasion wear, thus making the interaction of the abra-
sive particle and target specimens a complex (Alam et al. 
2021). The relative motion between the tested surface and 
abrasive particle is observed as rolling, sliding, and extru-
sion. Moreover, a few of the abrasive particles were intended 
to the tested surface layer. The contact area and the force 
over the abrasive medium affect the wear response of the 
specimens. The irregular trends for wear rate with applied 
loads agree to earlier studies (Ning et al. 2022; Pu et al. 
2022). Figure 13a-c show the images of worn surfaces for 
LDPE specimens at a different fraction of fillers at load of 
5.8 kgf. The infusion followed by sliding of abrasive parti-
cles over the LDPE specimen’s surfaces results in plowing, 
plastic deformation, formation of grooves, surface fracture, 
etc. Figure 13a reveals the plastic deformation and presence 
of deep grooves with increased fraction of plastic. Moreover, 
the surfaces show plastic formation and some ribbon-like 
elongated chips due to the micro-cutting and micro-plowing 
of the abrasive particle. Furthermore, decreasing the fraction 
of LDPE drastically reduces the micro-cutting and micro-
plowing; hence, the grooves become shallower, and frag-
ments were observed in Fig. 13b-c. Moreover, the smoothest 
surface for the LD80R10S10 sample supports the lowest 
wear among the three composites as shown in Fig. 13c. The 

typical parallel grooves were observed over the worn sur-
faces of PP samples at the given load conditions and less 
removal of fiber with micro-plow as shown in Fig. 13e-g 
which supports the reason for lesser variation for abrasive 
wear in PP samples. Moreover, under the maximum fraction 
of fillers, the wear rate for LDPE samples was consistently 
higher than the PP and HDPE samples. The examination for 
the worn surfaces of the three polymers under the maximum 
fraction filler is shown in Fig. 13b, d and e that illustrate 
substantial damage, i.e., debonding of fibers and removal 
of fillers. The abrasive was found to deeply penetrate the 
surface of the samples. Moreover, the micrographs show 
that there exists a relatively higher removal of material in 
HDPE samples as compared to PP and LDPE samples and 
support Fig. 11.

Morphology of sliding wear

The morphological analysis of the worn surfaces due to 
sliding wear is carried out to investigate the possible wear 
mechanism due to sliding wear. Figure 14a–i show the 
microscopic images for the worn surfaces of the developed 
composite materials. Sliding, plowing, and wedge forma-
tions are the possible wear mechanism. The ductility and 
elongation of the fiber significantly improve the sliding 
wear performance of the samples. The severity of the slid-
ing wear decreases with the increase of filler content due to 
the increased number of hard phases; moreover, as the wear 
proceeds, the damaging action is restricted by the fillers 
(Wang et al. 2020). The addition of sand particles improves 
the bonding strength due to the sufficient surface area and 
reduces sliding wear rate (Azhary and Wildan 2022). The 
micro images of the wear surface do not reflect ductility, 
and brittleness is observed at a higher proportion of sand as 
shown in Fig. 14a–c and further reduces with the decrease of 
filler content. The morphological analysis of the worn sur-
faces of Fig. 14d–f observed fibers with lesser cavities com-
pared to Fig. 14a–c. The worn-out specimens in Fig. 14d–f 
show deboning in large surfaces with the presence of fiber 
and wear increases due to early deboning. The specimen 
with a minimum fraction of fillers softens and deforms 
easily; hence, the surface is relatively smooth as shown in 
Fig. 14g–i. The good adhesion between the matrix-fiber 
interfaces is exhibited by the LD80R10S10 specimen; also 
the plastic deformation and pulling out of the fibers being 
almost negligible as shown in Fig. 14b thus provide the 
minimum wear rate. The observation establishes that hard 
sand particles allow less wear and fiber breakage; hence, the 
resultant worn surface is relatively rough with maximum 
micro-cracks and voids as shown in Fig. 14a–c.
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Conclusions

The study successfully demonstrates the utilization of agro-
by-products and recycling of plastic wastes as an admixture 
in reinforced polymeric composites as floor tile in terms 
of physical, mechanical, and tribological performance. The 
study is pivotal to reduce the hazardous effect of RHA and 
waste plastics to the environment and consumption of raw 
materials in building construction. The study provides a 
novel building material and offers sustainable, environmen-
tal, and energy-saving alternatives to conventional materials. 
Furthermore, it also explores the potential of recycling for 
the development of building materials. Within the param-
eters of the study, the significant conclusions drawn are as 
follows:

1.	 A comparatively better response for water absorption 
with incorporation of fillers was observed. The den-
sity of the material and void ratio were found as the 
important factors which significantly influence the water 
absorption. The incorporation of RHA after a certain 
limit may increase the absorptivity because of the hydro-
philic attributes of RHA in the polymeric composites.

2.	 The microstructure showed that a homogeneity in the 
mixture with fillers is completely encapsulated by the 
matrix which indicates a good interfacial adhesion and 
provides a uniformity over the crack path, and thus 
improves the fracture toughness.

3.	 The result for mechanical properties establishes the 
workability of the developed composites as floor tile 
and illustrates the prospects of improvement in the 
mechanical properties of polymeric composites with the 
incorporation of RHA and sand. The optimum values for 

(a) (b)  (c)

(d) (e) (f)

(g)

   50 µm   50 µm      50 µm

     50 µm      50 µm     50 µm

    50 µm

Fig. 13   Composites at 5.8 kgf: a LD90R5S5, b LD70R15S15, c LD80R10S10, d HD70R15S15, e PP70R15S15, f PP80R10S10, g PP90R5S5
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compressive, flexural, and tensile strength were obtained 
as 26.3944, 4.89543, and 3.25659 (MPa) respectively.

4.	 The tribological characteristic as abrasion wear and slid-
ing wear showed that the fabricated composites are hav-
ing potential as a low-cost polymeric composite material 
for application in tribological conditions.

5.	 Sliding, extrusion, and rolling of the sand particles occur 
during relative motion of the abrasive sand and target 
surface. The combined effect of micro-cutting, micro-
plowing, plastic deformation, fiber peelings, and inter-
facial deboning forms the wear mechanism.

6.	 The morphological analysis of the worn surfaces is car-
ried out to investigate the wear characteristics of ther-
moplastic composites. The wear responses show a good 
correlation with mechanical properties and support with 
the wear morphologies.
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Fig. 14   Optical images of the 
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