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Abstract The present study examined the effects of gibber-
ellin semi-sensitive reduced height (Rht) alleles on wheat
grain yield and quality under high temperature and drought
stress during booting and anthesis stages. Near-isogenic lines
(NILs) of winter wheat (Rht (tall), Rht-B1b, Rht-D1b, Rht-
B1c, Rht-8c, Rht-D1c, Rht-12) having background of Mercia
and Maris Widgeon cultivars were compared under variable
temperatures (day/night: 20/12, 27/19, 30/22, 33/25, 36/28,
and 39/31 °C) and irrigation regimes. Pots were transferred
to controlled thermal conditions (Saxcil growth chamber) dur-
ing booting and anthesis stages and were maintained at field
capacity (FC) or had water withheld. High temperature
(>30 °C) and drought stress for seven consecutive days during
booting and anthesis stages reduced the grain yield, while
increased nitrogen (N) and sulphur (S) concentrations. A
50 % reduction in grain yield was fitted to have occurred at
37.4 °C for well-watered plants and at 31.4 °C for drought-
stressed plants. The N and S concentrations were higher for
severe dwarfs, whereas no significant differences were ob-
served between tall and semi-dwarfs in Mercia. In the taller

background (Maris Widgeon), N and S concentrations were
significantly higher compared with that in Mercia. In Mercia,
the severe dwarf Rht-D1c had higher Hagberg falling number
(HFN) and sodium dodecyl sulphate (SDS) sedimentation
volume. In both backgrounds, semi-dwarfs and severe dwarfs
had higher HFN. Moreover, the SDS sedimentation volumes
inMaris Widgeon were also higher than that inMercia. Great-
er adaptability and improved grain quality traits suggested that
severe dwarf Rht alleles are better able to enhance tolerance to
high temperature and drought stress in wheat.

Keywords Heat stress . Gibberellin-sensitive alleles . Grain
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Introduction

Crop production and food security are under severe threat
owing to futuristic escalations in frequency of extreme climat-
ic events such as heat waves and drought stress (Semenov
et al. 2014; Hussain et al. 2015). Wheat (Triticum aestivum
L.) is the most prominent cereal food stuff and staple food for
more than one third of the world population. A notable sus-
ceptibility in wheat to thermal and drought stress at booting
and anthesis stages had been observed previously, which are
coincident with meiosis (Barnabás et al. 2008). Due to partial
susceptibility to higher (>30 °C) temperature at booting or
anthesis stages, frequent decline in grain yield and quality
has been reported in wheat. Extreme temperature leads to
sharp reduction in grain set that were associated with impaired
grain viability and functionality of conceptive tissues,
resulting in lower production and yield (Houshmand et al.
2014).

Since Green Revolution, wheat breeders are developing
dwarf and semi-dwarf wheat genotypes containing Rht genes
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in order to produce dwarf stature varieties which enhance
yield and grain quality and also protect plants against heat,
drought, and salt stresses, making them less responsive to
plant growth hormone like gibberellin (GA) (Semenov et al.
2014). Flintham et al. (1997) revealed that GA-insensitive
alleles derived from Norin 10 such as Rht-B1b (Rht1) and
Rht-D1b (Rht2) reduced plant height by 15 % along with
24 % improvement in grain yield. Plant height of wheat can
be reduced up to 30% by introducing Rht-B1c (Rht3) and Rht-
D1c (Rht10) sharing the same loci as Rht-B1b and Rht-D1b
(Addisu et al. 2010). Plant architecture has been modified by
the semi-dwarfing alleles Rht-B1b and Rht-D1b by minimiz-
ing the sensitivity to GA.When introduced to tall background,
these alleles have reduced plant height and improved nutrient
response through decreased lodging and increased grain yield,
quality, and harvest index (Gooding et al. 2012; Uppal 2012).
This increment has been associated with enhanced photo-
assimilate partitioning and translocation to ears and florets of
developing spikes of these alleles (Gooding 2009; Addisu
et al. 2010). Presence of a number of GA-insensitive alleles
at Rht-B1 and Rht-D1 loci has been recognized, and most of
them have been applied in agriculture (Tan et al. 2013). These
researches have illustrated that the influence of these alleles
depends on the varietal background and growing environ-
ment. The Rht alleles improved bread-making quality through
reducing GA sensitivity and alpha-amylase activity and in-
creasing Hagberg falling number (HFN) (Uppal 2012). More-
over, significant yield improvements with dwarf alleles can be
associated with decreased protein concentration of grain, spe-
cific weight, and 1000-grain weight (Triboi et al. 2006). In
UK, the adoption of varieties carrying Rht-D1b in commercial
production between 1974 and 1993 has reduced the concen-
tration of crude protein (Gooding et al. 1999) because of the
genetic selection that was mostly for a higher harvest index
(Gooding and Davies 1997). The GA-sensitive allele Rht12
(reduced height) was associated with a decreased HFN
(Gooding et al. 2012), but the grain nitrogen and sulphur ratio
was not affected by Rht alleles (Addisu et al. 2009).

Wheat grain quality represents the suitability of the grain
for end users and by product manufacturers such as milling,
baking and dough rheology, nutritional value, and storage
capacity (Porter and Semenov 2005; Tajnšek et al. 2010).
Thus, end-use quality together with grain yield is of signifi-
cant importance in defining the value of the world’s wheat
market. Grain quality relies upon several biochemical process-
es in crops which have been dictated by the interaction of a
large number of genes and the environment during crop
growth. Wheat dough and dough-based multiple characteris-
tics are influenced by irreplaceable rheological properties of
grain that have strongly been influenced by the quantity and
type of storage proteins in the grain endosperm (Shewry and
Halford 2002). High-quality wheat for bread-making has a
high protein concentration with other features such as high

specific weight, protein quality (conferring strong doughs)
(Oury and Godin 2007), HFN (indicating lower alpha-
amylase activity) (Smith and Gooding 1996), high sodium
dodecyl sulphate (SDS) sedimentation volume (indicating
gluten strength) (Oelofse et al. 2012), and free of black points
and fungal contamination (Gooding and Davies 1997).

Despite the fact that proteins are the most important com-
ponent representing wheat grain quality, further improvement
in wheat yield is commonly brought at the cost of protein
quality damage (Oury and Godin 2007; Gooding et al.
2007). Genetic, climatic, and agronomic factors are the major
players which control this inverse relationship. A grain quality
estimate may be checked through SDS sedimentation volume
test which derives the amount of gluten and protein quantity as
well as quality (Oelofse et al. 2012). Contrary to SDS sedi-
mentation volume test, grain sulphur (S) concentration as-
sesses the baking quality of cereals more accurately than crude
protein concentration. Grains with S concentration lower than
0.12 % are considered to have low SDS sedimentation
(McGrath et al. 1993). Any genetic or breeding improvement
in grain nitrogen (N) rate is mostly greater than S, therefore
resulting in greater N/S ratio (Kettlewell et al. 1998). In wheat,
higher N/S ratio is related to poor protein quality for baking.
HFN represents the degree of starch breakdown into glucose
and maltose by enzyme activity through viscosity changes
measurement of heated suspension of flour in water (Hagberg
1960). The higher alpha-amylase activity is undesirable for
baking as it causes starch hydrolysis during processing, which
results in poor-quality end product (Gupta et al. 2010;
Hadnađev et al. 2011).

Wheat grain quality and composition are significantly af-
fected by environmental changes (Panozzo and Eagles 2000).
Reduced specific weight at the grain filling stage is one of the
examples of quality disturbance under extreme drought and
heat variations (Saint Pierre et al. 2008). These stresses not
only decrease grain yield but can cause severe quality damage
(Zhao et al. 2007). The high temperature at grain filling stage
may increase the protein content of the grain, but in contrast, it
could decrease protein functionality (Corbellini et al. 1997).
Quantity of heat shock protein production, construction of
complex protein aggregates, and gliding to gluten ratio have
a variable response to temperature streams, and generally
higher temperatures have negatively influenced these proper-
ties (Daniel and Triboi 2000; Skylas et al. 2002). Consequent-
ly, it reduces the dough strength and decreases the time for
flour mixing, which lead to reduced tolerance (Wardlaw
2002). Drought stress applied at anthesis stage significantly
decreased dough resistance, loaf score, and loaf volume
(Randall and Moss 1990). The wheat quality is strongly con-
trolled by genetic factors, but during grain filling period, the
climatic conditions can have considerable additional impacts
(Gooding 2010). Anthesis is the most sensitive stage for heat
or drought stress, which decreased the final yield
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quantitatively and qualitatively (Zhang et al. 2013). There are
a limited number of published reports on the effect of high
heat and drought stress applied separately or collectively on
wheat grain quality at booting and anthesis. Moreover, little
work has been done on the effects of GA-sensitive and GA-
insensitive dwarfing alleles on susceptibility to heat and
drought stress at sensitive growth stages. Therefore, the pres-
ent study was undertaken to investigate the responses of 11
near-isogenic elite lines (NILs) with contrasting Rht alleles to
high heat and drought stress at booting and anthesis stages.
Crop performance under heat and drought stress was investi-
gated in terms of grain yield and quality.

Materials and methods

Site description and crop establishment

Eleven NILs of winter wheat were compared under tempera-
ture and drought stress for grain yield and quality at the Plant
and Environment Laboratory, University of Reading, UK
(51°27′ N latitude, 00°56′ W longitude) during 2010–2011.
Plastic pots having 180 mm diameter and 41 m3 volume were
used. All of the pots were filled with vermiculite/sand/gravel/
compost (2:1:2:0.5) mixed with Osmocote slow-release gran-
ules (2 kg m-3) containing N/P2O5/K2O/MgO in a ratio of
15:11:13:2, respectively. During booting and anthesis stage,
pots were maintained at 100% field capacity (FC) or hadwater
withheld (drought stress). Weight of growing media per pot
averaged 2.60 and 3.05 kg at 0 and 100 % FC, respectively.
Ten seeds were sown in each pot, which were thinned to four
plants at the two-leaf stage. The pots were kept in an open
environment under a net. A fungicide (Prothioconazole+
bixafen) was applied twice to control powdery mildew. Pots
were irrigated daily by an automatic drip irrigation system to
maintain FC. In order to apply heat stress, the pots were trans-
ferred to Saxcil growth chamber cabinets (1.37×1.47 m) at
booting and anthesis stage. Alternate day and night tempera-
ture cycles were repeated for a weak having 16-h day (700mM
photon m−2 s−1, 70±2 % relative humidity, and 350–360 μmol
CO2 M air) and 8-h night cycle (the same conditions as for the

day, but the temperature was 8 °C below the day time) (Saini
and Aspinall 1982).

Plant material

Seeds of 11 NILs varying for dwarf alleles were obtained from
multiplication plots of Crop Research Unit, Sonning, Univer-
sity of Reading, UK. Initially, these seeds were provided by
the John Inns Centre, Norwich from two different back-
grounds (i.e., Mercia and Maris Widgeon). These lines are
comprised of parent lines from different sources such as Norin
10, Tom Thumb, Ai-Bian, Akakomugi, Mara, and Karcagi
522. These lines are Rht tall, semi-dwarf, and severe dwarf
with GA-sensitive and GA-insensitive backgrounds (Tables 1
and 2; Foulkes et al. 2004).

Observations

Ears were tagged at booting stage and harvested at maturity
from each pot separately. Ears and stems were collected and
weighted separately. Spikes were manually threshed and
cleaned by hand, and grains were weighted for yield determi-
nation. Moisture content of 2-g sample from each pot was
determined after drying at 80 °C for 48 h. Fresh flour was
used for grain quality analysis such as HFN and SDS volume
determination. Dried grain samples were used for N and S
concentration analysis. Grain N was determined from 0.20-g
dried flour sample by oxidative combustion using LECO FP-
528, while grain S concentration was measured by using
LECO SC 144DR (LECO Instruments UK). The N (%) and
S (%) presented the grain N and S concentration per pot. N/S
ratio was also computed from these values. The NG (N per
grain) and SG (S per grain) were computed as the ratio of
mean grain weight and percentage of respective element
(N% or S%) per pot and were presented as mg. However,
the NY (N in yield) and SY (S in yield) were presented in g
and depicted the ratio of grain yield weight per pot (g) to the
percentage of respective element per pot.

The SDS volume tests were performed as a rapid method to
assess gluten strength (Axford et al. 1979). Whole-meal flour
was suspended in a solution of SDS containing lactic acid and
was allowed to settle (British Standards Institution 1982).

Table 1 Experimental design and treatments opted in present study

Sowing date Near-isogenic lines Treatments applied in controlled environments Replications

Background Rht allele Stress factors Levels

20/12/2010 Mercia Rht (tall); Rht-B1b, Rht-B1c;
Rht-D1b; Rht-D1c; Rht8; Rht12

Day/night temperature (°C) 20/12 °C, 27/19 °C, 30/22 °C,
33/25 °C, 36/28 °C, 39/31 °C

4

Maris Widgeon Rht (tall); Rht-B1b; Rht-B1c; Rht-D1b Timing Booting; anthesis

Irrigation With; without
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Whole-meal flour equivalent to 6 g (at 15 %moisture content)
from each sample was suspended in 50 ml of distilled water in
a 100-ml cylinder before the addition of 50 ml SDS reagent
(20 g SDS+20 ml diluted lactic acid in a liter of distilled
water) and further suspension. Sediment volume was recorded
after 20 minutes of settling. Alpha-amylase activity was esti-
mated by the HFN test (Perten Instruments Falling Number
1500; ISO 3093:1982). Whole-meal flour (7 g) was
suspended in 25 ml distilled water by shaking in a Viscometer
tube. The Viscometer tube was placed in boiling water, and
after 5 s, plungean agitation was automatically run for 55 s.
After 60 s, the plunger was released and the time taken from
the start of agitation to fall (to a predetermined height) was
recorded in seconds as the falling number.

Experimental design and statistical analysis

The NILs with different backgrounds and allelic combinations
were compared under different temperature and irrigation re-
gimes in a completely randomized design with factorial ar-
rangement replicated four times. All of the data collected were
subjected to Fisher’s analysis of variance using SAS 8.1 (SAS
Institute Inc. Campus Drive, Cary, NC, USA). Treatment
means were compared using SED. Correlation between differ-
ent attributes was also estimated by SAS. Pictorial represen-
tations of the data were drawn by using Origin 9.5.

Results and discussion

Grain yield

Effects of temperature, irrigation, and temperature×irrigation
were highly significant (P<0.001) for wheat grain yield. High
temperature was detrimental for wheat grain yield, and

significant reductions in grain yield were observed when tem-
perature at booting or anthesis stage was increased above 30 °C
(Figs. 1 and 2). At anthesis stage, 50 % reduction in grain yield
was fitted to have occurred at 37.6 °C for well-watered plants
and at 32.2 °C for drought-stressed plants. Nevertheless, at
booting stages, 50 % yield reduction occurred at 37.2 and
30.6 °C for well-watered and drought stressed plants, respective-
ly. Significant variations were observed between both back-
grounds under the influence of temperature×irrigation. TheMer-
cia recorded higher grain yields per pot compared with Maris
Widgeon. The negative effects of high temperature and drought
stress weremore inMarisWidgeon particularly at booting stress.
Semi-dwarfing alleles in Mercia (Rht-B1b, Rht-D1b) had grain
yields but similar to the tall (rht) andRht8c lines. Grain yield was
significantly reduced by severe dwarfing alleles (Rht-B1c in both
backgrounds, Rht-D1c and Rht12 in Mercia). Negative effect of
high temperature particularly under water-limited conditions on
wheat productivity is well evident. Barnabás et al. (2008) pro-
posed that heat and drought severely reduced photosynthesis and
led to subsequent dilution of sucrose in the ear, which were
associated with floret abortion and less grain production. Tem-
perature above 30 °C during meiosis can interfere with division
and leads to abnormal pollen development (Saini and Aspinall
1982). Recently, Stratonovitch and Semenov (2015) have con-
cluded that drought stress was detrimental to grain set and yield
formation in wheat, particularly when combinedwith heat stress.
Previously, Alghabari et al. (2014) stated that higher sensitivity
to heat and drought at booting stagewasmainly due to grains per
spikelet, while at anthesis stage, mean grain weight was more
prone to heat and drought.

N and S concentrations

The effects of temperature, irrigation, and temperature×irriga-
tion were significant (P<0.001) for N (%), S (%), NY, NG,

Table 2 List of 11 NILs with detailed description about their background, allelic code, source, and sensitivity level to gibberellin as affected by high
temperature and drought stress

Lines Background Modern notation of known Rht allele Source Degree of effect Mechanism

Rht (tall) Mercia Depends on locus, e.g. Rht-B1a ‘Wild-type’ 0 GA-sensitive

Rht1 Mercia Rht-B1b Norin 10 Semi Reduced GA sensitivity

Rht2 Mercia Rht-D1b Norin 10 Semi Reduced GA sensitivity

Rht3 Mercia Rht-B1c Tom Thumb Severe Reduced GA sensitivity

Rht8 Mercia Rht8c Akakomugi Semi GA-sensitive

Rht10 Mercia Rht-D1c Ai-Bian Severe Reduced GA sensitivity

Rht12 Mercia Rht12 Karcagi 522 Severe GA-sensitive

Rht(tall) Maris Widgeon Depends on locus, e.g. Rht-B1a ‘Wild-type’ 0 GA-sensitive

Rht1 Maris Widgeon Rht-B1b Norin 10 Semi Reduced GA sensitivity

Rht2 Maris Widgeon Rht-D1b Norin 10 Semi Reduced GA sensitivity

Rht3 Maris Widgeon Rht-B1c Tom Thumb Severe Reduced GA sensitivity
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SY, and SG (Table 3; Fig. 3a–f), except the effect of temper-
ature on NG and irrigation on S%. Increase in temperature
significantly increased the N (%) as well as S (%), while it
decreased the NY and SY. Drought-stressed plants recorded
higher N% and S% compared with well-watered plants when
temperature was between 22 and 36 %. The NYand SY were
higher for well-watered plants at all temperatures (Fig. 3). The
N/S ratio of wheat NILs varied significantly (P<0.001) by the
main effects of temperature and irrigation. However, interac-
tion between these two factors was non-significant (P=0.193).
Increase in temperature as well as drought stress significantly
increased the N/S ratio (Fig. 3). Inclusion of severe dwarfs in
both backgrounds (Rht-D1c and Rht12 in Mercia; Rht-B1c in
Maris Widgeon) enhanced the N% and S%. Nevertheless,

both of these attributes had a negative relationship with grain
yield. Severe dwarfs in both backgrounds recorded lower
grain yields but higher N and S concentrations. In Mercia
background, the highest N% (2.54), S% (0.156), and N/S ratio
(16.2) were observed for Rht12 that was statistically similar
with Rht-D1c. In Maris Widgeon background, Rht (tall) had
the highest N% (2.60) and S% (0.174 %), while Rht-B1b
recorded the highest N/S ratio (16.5). InMercia, severe dwarfs
(Rht-D1c and Rht12) had higher N/S ratio than tall and semi-
dwarfs. However, tall (Rht), semi-dwarfs, and severe dwarfs
were similar with each other for N/S ratio, N%, and S% in
Maris Widgeon.

The response of the studied NILs with reduced height al-
leles to heat and drought stress was dependent on their level of
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stress at booting and anthesis
stage. Fitted curves are logistic;
error bars are 2 S.E.D; open
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Table 3 The effects of different winter wheat NILs having different
backgrounds on N% (N concentration per pot), S% (S concentration per
pot), N/S ratio, NY (N in yield), NG (N per grain), SY (S in yield), SG (S

per grain), HFN (Hagberg falling number), and SDS (sodium dodecyl
sulphate sedimentation volume) under different temperature and
irrigation regimes

Lines N (%) S (%) N/S NY (g) NG (mg) SY (g) SG (mg) HFN (s) SDS (ml)

Mercia

Rht (tall) 2.05 0.139 14.7 0.319 0.79 0.0221 0.0543 230.4 61.99

Rht-B1b 2.08 0.135 15.3 0.310 0.89 0.0205 0.0579 291.8 57.29

Rht-D1b 2.07 0.134 15.3 0.331 0.75 0.0224 0.0497 300.8 61.17

Rht-B1c 2.08 0.136 15.2 0.321 0.78 0.0214 0.0516 351.8 59.17

Rht8c 1.90 0.134 14.2 0.283 0.76 0.0199 0.0540 248.1 62.67

Rht-D1c 2.43 0.149 16.2 0.297 0.93 0.0186 0.0574 368.7 63.08

Rht12 2.54 0.156 16.2 0.322 1.02 0.0201 0.0627 231.6 57.83

Maris Widgeon

Rht (tall) 2.60 0.174 14.9 0.342 0.94 0.0229 0.0632 179.2 77.29

Rht-B1b 2.45 0.150 16.5 0.30 0.86 0.0199 0.0542 234.8 71.19

Rht-D1b 2.16 0.145 14.8 0.338 0.84 0.0235 0.0573 223.2 75.5

Rht-B1c 2.57 0.159 15.9 0.304 0.89 0.0195 0.0564 328.8 64.17

P (line) <.001 <.001 0.002 0.982 0.003 0.938 0.127 <.001 <.001

P (temperature) <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 0.090 <.001 0.015 0.725 0.017

P (irrigation) <.001 0.062 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 0.121 0.869

P (temperature × irrigation) <.001 <.001 0.193 <.001 <.001 <.001 <.001 0.855 0.527

SED (line) 0.1242 0.0069 0.56 0.0402 0.0630 0.00285 0.00432 14.69 1.830

SED (temperature × irrigation) 0.1383 0.0081 0.55 0.0279 0.0573 0.00191 0.00365 28.20 3.47

Data presented are the averages of different temperature and irrigation regimes
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sensitivity. Genotypes which were insensitive to GA (severe
dwarf) resulted in improved grain quality characteristics. The
present study demonstrated that the grain N concentration was
associated with an increase in temperature, which is consistent
with the some recent studies (Haberle et al. 2008; Farooq et al.
2011; Asseng et al. 2014; Tian et al. 2014). Hasanuzzaman
et al. (2013) also found that heat stress during grain filling
increased both N and S concentrations. The present study
focused on the effect of high temperature and drought stress
at booting and anthesis stages in relation to reduction in grain
quality rather than the stress events during grain filling. These
results along with previous studies have demonstrated that the
amount of NG was more stable than the mean grain weight
when plants were exposed to stress (Gooding et al. 2003;
Ihsan et al. 2014). The negative inverse relationship between
grain N concentration and grain yield was found in this exper-
iment. For example, Rht (tall) in Mercia, with the lowest N%,
had the highest grain yields, while severe dwarfs (Rht-B1c in
both backgrounds, Rht-D1c and Rht12 just in Mercia) had the

highest grain N concentration and were associated with lower
grain yield (Figs. 1, 2, and 3; Table 4). Severe dwarfing alleles
had higher N concentration due to reduced dry matter produc-
tion, leading to the concentration of accumulated N. S has a
significant impact on bread-making quality of flour due to the
essential role of disulphide bonds in maintaining gluten func-
tionality (Gooding 2010). The range of S concentrations in
this study was 0.13–0.17 %, which was well above the critical
value (<0.12 %) for S deficiency in wheat crop (Zhao et al.
1999). The severe dwarfs in Mercia (Rht-B1c, Rht-D1c, and
Rht12) have increased grain S concentration. The effects of
semi-dwarfing alleles on grain S were similar to N concentra-
tion; therefore, the N/S ratio did not change (Uppal 2012).

HFN and SDS sedimentation volume

There were no significant effects of temperature (P=0.725),
irrigation (P=0.121), or their interaction (P=0.855) on HFN
(Fig. 3h). However, variations in HFN were observed due to
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GA sensitivity level. In both backgrounds, GA-insensitive
semi-dwarfs (Rht-B1b and Rht-D1b) and severe dwarfs (Rht-
B1c and Rht-D1c only in Mercia) had higher HFN compared
with GA-sensitive alleles (tall (rht) in both backgrounds;
Rht8c and Rht12 just in Mercia). SDS sedimentation volume
was significantly affected by temperature (P=0.017), but there
was no significant effect of either irrigation (P=0.869) or ir-
rigation×temperature (P=0.527) (Table 3; Fig. 3). The SDS
sedimentation volumes were higher in Maris Widgeon than
that in Mercia. In Mercia, tall (Rht), Rht-D1b, Rht8c, and Rht-
D1c had similar SDS sedimentation volumes which were
higher than Rht-B1b. Among the severe dwarfs, Rht12 had
lower SDS volumes.

Correlation matrix estimated a strong positive correlation
of N% to S% and N/S ratio (Table 4). This relationship was
stronger for Mercia and medium to weak for Maris Widgeon.
The N/S ratio was positively correlated to N% and S% for
Mercia background, but negatively associated with S% for
Maris Widgeon. HFN and SDS were strongly correlated for
Maris widgeon (−0.972), but weakly linked for Mercia back-
ground (0.124). A weak negative correlation was studied for
HFN and SDS to N%, S%, and N/S ratio for Mercia back-
ground. The NILs from Maris Widgeon background revealed
weak correlations to other studied traits except NY and SY
that were negatively associated to HFN and positively associ-
ated to SDS sedimentation volume (Table 4).

This study demonstrated that HFN can be affected by Rht
allele, and these effects are dependent on the genetic back-
ground and mechanism of dwarfing alleles (Gooding et al.
2012). Our results confirmed that HFN for GA-sensitive al-
leles (Rht8c and Rht12) did not exceed the highest standard
(>250 s) required for bread-making quality in the UK
(Table 3; Fig. 3h). The effects of Rht-B1b and Rht-D1b on
HFN might be higher in the taller backgrounds (Corbellini
et al. 1997). In the present study, the semi-dwarfing alleles
increased HFN in Mercia background. Gooding et al. (1999)
explained that the new varieties (e.g., Mercia) tend to have
higher HFN than their predecessors (e.g., Maris Widgeon).
In this study, Rht-B1c increased HFN in both backgrounds
(Addisu et al. 2009; Uppal 2012). Increase in HFN in Rht-
B1c can be related to increased grain dormancy in certain
environments (Gooding et al. 2012).

Genotype and environmental and agronomic factors are
known to affect SDS sedimentation volume in wheat (Triboi
et al. 2000). The present study found that semi-dwarfing al-
leles in Maris Widgeon scored SDS volumes more than 65 ml
[the value marked as A (<65 ml) for bread-making quality],
which is consistent with the findings of Corbellini et al.
(1997). There was no reduction in SDS sedimentation volume
by semi-dwarfing alleles in Maris Widgeon (Nazco et al.
2014). Consistent with earlier studies, SDS volume was not
affected by severe dwarfing alleles Rht-B1c and Rht-D1c
(Uppal 2012) (Table 3). The SDS sedimentation volume wasT
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affected by the presence of the severe dwarf Rht12 possibly
because of the shriveled grains, resulting in a high proportion
of bran in the whole meal flour (Addisu et al. 2009). The NIL
Rht8c did not affect SDS sedimentation volume (Table 3),
which is in accordance with Uppal (2012).

Conclusions

High temperature (>30 °C) and drought stress for seven con-
secutive days during booting and anthesis stages reduced the
grain yield, while it increased N and S concentrations in wheat
grain. Our results suggested that the variations among geno-
types regarding their response to high temperature under field
studies are more likely to be due to differences in water avail-
ability, root architecture, and growth stages. A 50 % reduction
in grain yield was noted to have occurred at 37.4 °C under
well-watered conditions and at 31.4 °C under drought stress.
Severe dwarfism was associated with lower grain yield and
higher N% and S%. Variations were apparent between GA-
insensitive and GA-sensitive dwarfing alleles for HFN, and
GA-insensitive dwarfing alleles conferred an advantage for
HFN. The SDS was not affected by the presence of semi-
dwarf Rht8c, but severe dwarf Rht12 increased the SDS sed-
imentation volume.
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