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Abstract Rowleyella Lewis, 1971, established for a 
genus of fleas, was found to be a junior homonym of 
the brachiopod genus Rowleyella Weller, 1911 and is 
therefore replaced by Waynella nom. nov., a substi-
tute that preserves the meaning of the original name. 
The four previously included nominal species, viz., 
Rowleyella arborea Lewis, 1971 (type-species), R. 
gongshanensis Gong and Duan, 1989, R. nujiangen-
sis Lin and Xie, 1990 and R. fugongensis Gong and 
Li, 2020, are accordingly now to be called Waynella 
arborea (Lewis, 1971) n. comb., W. gongshanensis 
(Gong and Duan, 1989) n. comb., W. nujiangensis 
(Lin and Xie, 1990) n. comb. and W. fugongensis 
(Gong and Li, 2020) n. comb., respectively.

Introduction

The flea genus Rowleyella (Siphonaptera: Ceratophyl-
lidae) was first erected by Dr. Robert E. Lewis (1971) 
in connection with his description of the type species 
Rowleyella arborea, Lewis, 1971, which had been 
collected from squirrels in Nepal. Three other spe-
cies of Rowleyella have been described since then: R. 
gongshanensis Gong and Duan, 1989, R. nujiangensis 

Lin and Xie, 1990 and R. fugongensis Gong and Li, 
2020 (Gong and Duan, 1989; Lin and Xie, 1990; 
Gong and Li, 2020).

Although still in current use as a valid, accepted 
name (e.g., Gong and Li, 2020), Rowleyella Lewis, 
1971 is a junior homonym of Rowleyella Weller, 
1911 (Athyridida: Meristidae), a name applied to a 
genus of fossil meristelloid athyridid brachiopods 
(Weller, 1911; Alvarez and Brunton, 1995; Copper, 
1996). Because it has no available and potentially 
valid synonyms, Rowleyella Lewis, 1971 requires 
a new replacement name, or nomen novum, under 
Article 60.3 of the International Code of Zoologi-
cal Nomenclature (ICZN; International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature, 1999). Dr. Lewis, the 
original describer of this genus of fleas, died in 2017 
(Eckerlin, 2017), so it is not possible to apply para-
graph 3 of the ICZN’s Appendix A (Code of Ethics) 
and extend to him the courtesy of coining the needed 
nomen novum. Instead, a suitable replacement name 
is established here. According to Lewis’ (1971) origi-
nal description of the genus, the name Rowleyella 
honors his esteemed colleague Dr. Wayne A. Rowley. 
To preserve this meaning, the new replacement name 
Waynella nom. nov. is proposed here by the author. 
It is derived by eliding Dr. Rowley’s first name, 
Wayn(e), with the original generic name’s Latin femi-
nine suffix ‘-ella’.

M.-S. Li (*) 
Department of Veterinary Medicine, College of Veterinary 
Medicine, National Chung Hsing University, Taichung, 
Taiwan
e-mail: s109038144@mail.nchu.edu.tw; bob910215@
yahoo.com.tw

http://orcid.org/0009-0000-9803-5575
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1007/s11230-023-10112-5&domain=pdf


632 Syst Parasitol (2023) 100:631–632

1 3
Vol:. (1234567890)

Acknowledgement The author is deeply indebted to the 
editorial board for its kind assistance and to the anonymous 
reviewer for revising the manuscript.

Author contributions M-S L completed the manuscript as a 
single author.

Funding The author did not receive any financial or non-
financial support from any organization for the submitted work.

Declarations 

Conflict of interest The author has no competing interests to 
declare that are relevant to the content of this article.

References

Alvarez, F., & Brunton, C. (1995). Rowleyellinae, a new sub-
family of Lower Carboniferous meristelloid athyridid 
brachiopods, endemic to North America. Journal of Pale-
ontology, 69(3), 605–606. https:// doi. org/ 10. 1017/ S0022 
33600 00350 22

Copper, P. (1996). Brachiopods (1st ed.). CRC Press. https:// 
doi. org/ 10. 1201/ 97813 15138 602

Eckerlin, R. (2017). Robert Earl Lewis 1 December 1929 – 18 
January 2017. Proceedings of the Entomological Society 
of Washington, 119(4), 670–677. https:// doi. org/ 10. 4289/ 
0013- 8797. 119.4. 670

Gong, Z. D., & Duan, X. D. (1989). A new species of 
Rowleyella from Yunnan, China (Siphonaptera: Cerato-
phyllidae). Endemic Diseases Bulletin, 4(4), 30–32.

Gong, Z. D., & Li, S. Q. (2020). A new species of the genus 
Rowleyella Lewis (1971) from northwestern Yunnan and 
a revision of the genus characters (Siphonaptera: Cerato-
phyllidae). Acta Parasitologica et Medica Entomologica 
Sinica, 27(1), 52–56. https:// doi. org/ 10. 3969/j. issn. 1005- 
0507. 2020. 01. 009

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 
(1999). International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. 
Fourth Edition. The International Trust for Zoological 
Nomenclature.

Lewis, R E. (1971). Rowleyella arborea, a new genus of squir-
rel llea from Nepal (Siphonaptera: Ceratophyllidae). The 
Journal of Parasitology, 57(6), 1349–1353. https:// doi. 
org/ 10. 2307/ 32779 97

Lin, J. B., & Xie, B. Q. (1990). The first record of the genus 
Rowleyella Lewis, 1971 from China with description 
of a new species (Siphonaptera: Ceratophyllidae). Acta 
Zootaxonomica Sinica, 15(3), 373–376.

Weller, S. (1911). Genera of Mississippian loop-bearing bra-
chiopoda. The Journal of Geology, 19(5), 439–448. 
https:// doi. org/ 10. 1086/ 621866

Publisher’s Note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard 
to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional 
affiliations.

Springer Nature or its licensor (e.g. a society or other partner) 
holds exclusive rights to this article under a publishing 
agreement with the author(s) or other rightsholder(s); author 
self-archiving of the accepted manuscript version of this article 
is solely governed by the terms of such publishing agreement 
and applicable law.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022336000035022
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022336000035022
https://doi.org/10.1201/9781315138602
https://doi.org/10.1201/9781315138602
https://doi.org/10.4289/0013-8797.119.4.670
https://doi.org/10.4289/0013-8797.119.4.670
https://doi.org/10.3969/j.issn.1005-0507.2020.01.009
https://doi.org/10.3969/j.issn.1005-0507.2020.01.009
https://doi.org/10.2307/3277997
https://doi.org/10.2307/3277997
https://doi.org/10.1086/621866

	Waynella nom. nov. (Siphonaptera: Ceratophyllidae), a new replacement name for Rowleyella Lewis, 1971, a junior homonym of Rowleyella Weller, 1911 (Brachiopoda: Meristidae)
	Abstract 
	Introduction
	Acknowledgement 
	References




