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Abstract

This paper investigates the effects of the spot underlying commodity price, stochastic
convenience yield, interest rate and counterparty credit risk on the pricing of the
commodity-linked bonds. The stochastic factors or state variables in the model are
the spot price of the underlying commodity follows geometrical Brownian motion
process with a stochastic drift, the net convenience yield and the short-term interest
rate are formulated as a mean-reverting Ornstein—Uhlenbeck stochastic process and
the value of the firm issuing the bonds follows a geometrical Brownian motion process.
Furthermore, we develop the two- and three-factor(I, II) pricing models for valuing
the commodity-linked bonds. Closed-form pricing formulas of the commodity-linked
bonds are derived based on the Mellin transform techniques, which are simply provided
with standard (bivariate) normal cumulative distribution function so that the pricing
and hedging of the commodity-linked bonds can be computed very accurately and
rapidly. At last, numerical analysis compares the results of this four pricing models
with realistic parameter values and demonstrates how the spot underlying commodity
price, convenience yield, interest rate and counterparty credit risk affect the values of
the commodity-linked bonds.
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1 Introduction

Although relatively little research has focused on the pricing of commodity-linked
bonds, efficient modeling and computation of commodity derivatives have been stud-
ied for decades. In a seminal paper, Schwartz (1982) provides a general framework for
valuing the commodity-linked bonds based on the option pricing framework as pio-
neered by Black and Scholes (1973) and extended by Merton (1973) and Cox and Ross
(1976). This very general valuation framework considers the spot commodity price
risk, default risk, and interest rate risk, along with interest payments and dividends,
and takes the form of a second-order partial equation in four variables which governs
the value of the commodity-linked bonds at any point in time, but not to derive the
closed-form solution subject to certain boundary condition. Schwartz states that the
solution to general problem is difficult even by numerical methods. To derive a closed-
form pricing formula, Carr (1987) assumes that a default-free unit discounted bond
follows a third-order geometric Browian motion without referring to any interest rate
dynamics, and by restricting the values of certain parameters in the formula, results
given previously by Schwartz (1982) arise as special cases. Ignoring the default risk,
Yan (2002) gives a closed-form solution for commodity-linked bond under stochastic
volatility and jumps. Rajan and Mundial (1988) apply the binomial model to price
a commodity bond is an effective way in the presence of commodity price risk and
default risk. However, in Schwartz (1982), Carr (1987) and Rajan and Mundial (1988)
pricing models, there are no costs of carrying or convenience yield for the underlying
commodity.

The convenience yield of a commodity is defined as the stream of benefits received
by holding an extra unit of the commodity in storage rather than buying the unit from
the futures market. This stream of benefits comes from the fact that holding commodity
in storage enables the holder to respond flexibly and efficiently to supply and demand
shocks. Kaldor (1939) first gives this definition for the convenience yield of a com-
modity in the economic literature, and it is an instructive concept for understanding the
theory of storage in the context of financial markets, because it serves to quantify the
benefit accrued in the form of an incentive to buy and store certain commodities. Fama
and French (1987), Fama and French (1988), Brennan (1991), Miltersen and Schwartz
(1998) and Schoene and Spinler (2017) have proved that the convenience yield play a
central rule in commodity price modeling as it derives the relationship between futures
and spot prices of many commodities. Empirically, several studies have also found
the convenience yield to have economic and statistical significance, such as Gibson
and Schwartz (1990), Schwartz and Smith (2000), Almansour (2016), Lai and Mellios
(2016), Mellios et al. (2016), Ewald et al. (2019). Ingersoll (1982) points out that the
convenience yield is a portion of the return on the commodity (asset) not reflected in
the price change and should be considered when pricing the commodity-linked bonds.
Therefore, Miura and Yamauchi (1998) extend the Schwartz (1982) and Carr (1987)
models to include stochastic continence yield and take the approach of Gibson and
Schwartz (1990) and Bjerksund (1991) to express the price change of the reference
commodity in relation to its convenience yield.

In the commodity-linked bonds, the bondholders are exposed to potential credit
risk due to the possibility of their counterparty being unable or unwilling to make the
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necessary payments at exercise date, in case of default occurs, and the bondholders
receives a smaller or zero payment. So expectations of possible future losses due
to counterparty credit risk by bond issuer should be reflected from bonds prices. To
model the effect of credit risk when pricing contingent claims, structural approach has
extensively been used in previous studies, in which credit events is assumed to take
place once the value of the assets of the firm is less than some boundary, for example,
Black and Scholes (1973), Merton (1974), Black and Cox (1976), Lee (1981) and
Chance (1990), and many others. The structural approach is intuitive because it links
the default risk to the firm’s economic fundamentals. Based on the default model of
corporate bonds proposed by Merton (1974) and Johnson and Stulz (1987) obtain
a pricing formula under the assumption that the option holder will receive the total
assets of the option writer in default at the expiration date and that the option could be
treated as the only liability in the option writer’s capital structure. Schwartz (1982),
Carr (1987), Johnson and Stulz (1987) and Miura and Yamauchi (1998) adopt the
same approach to modeling the effect of credit risk on bonds prices. But this approach
implies a variable default boundary equal to the value of the option upon the exercise
date, and may not properly measure the credit risk in most business situations. Later,
a more realistic assumption is made in Klein (1996), where the final payout in default
depends on the terminal market value of assets as well as the amount of other equally
ranking liabilities of the writer. By incorporating this more realistic default condition,
the Klein model is able to measure the credit risk more consistent with those observed
in corporate debt markets. Subsequently, many extensions and variants of the models
used by Johnson and Stulz (1987) and Klein (1996) have been proposed, such as Klein
and Inglis (1999, 2001), Hung and Liu (2005), Liao and Huang (2005), Niu and Wang
(2015) and Wang et al. (2017).

Up to now, to find the analytic formula for the valuation of financial derivatives,
most of the previous literature has used mainly probabilistic techniques. However,
the pricing of a given financial derivatives with probabilistic approaches requires the
complexity of the calculation. To solve this problem, the Mellin transform approach
has been used to obtain the pricing formulas of the various financial derivatives, we can
refer to Panini and Srivastav (2004), Yoon and Kim (2015), Jeon and Kim (2019), Li
and Rodrigo (2017) and Ma et al. (2020). The Mellin transform is an integral transform,
which is regarded as the multiplicative version of the two-sided Laplace transform. In
particular, the Mellin transform approach exploits the properties of this transform to
reduce the pricing PDE into an ODE that can be solved easily. The option price is then
recovered by the convolution property. Therefore, this method will help us to obtain the
analytic integral formula of the commodity-linked bonds with stochastic convenience
yield, interest rate and counterparty credit risk more easily and effectively.

In this paper we consider the four sources of uncertain, the spot underlying com-
modity price risk, the instantaneous convenience yield, the spot interest rate and
counterparty credit risk, related to the value of the commodity-linked bonds in terms
of their implication with respect to the valuation of other financial and real assets,
and present the two- and three-factor(I, II) commodity-linked bonds pricing models.
The first model is a simple one-factor model in which the spot price of the underlying
commodity is only uncertain factor and assumes that it follows a geometric Brownian
motion process. In the two-factor model we consider another uncertain source is the
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convenience yield of the underlying commodity and it is assumed to follow a mean
reverting process and positively correlated with the spot underlying commodity price.
! The third model we consider is a variation of the three-factor Miura and Yamauchi
(1998) model. In this three-factor model, the value of the firm issuing the bonds is also
assumed to follow a geometrical Brownian motion process, and a model of expected
credit loss is replaced by Klein (1996). In the fourth model, we consider interest rate
risk in the three-factor model and allow for stochastic interest rate by specifying the
dynamics of interest rates in Vasicek (1977). For these four models, we derive the
corresponding closed-form solutions for pricing the commodity-linked bonds in each
model using the Mellin transform techniques, which are simply provided with standard
(bivariate) normal cumulative distribution function so that the pricing and hedging of
the commodity-linked bonds can be computed very accurately and rapidly.

The remainder of this paper is structured as follows. Section 2 gives a one-factor
commodity-linked bond model incorporates with the only uncertain source is the spot
underlying commodity price risk. In Sect. 3, we consider the two uncertain risk factors
are the spot underlying commodity price and stochastic convenience yield, derive a
two-factor closed-form pricing formula for valuing the commodity-linked bonds. A
three-factor(I) pricing model together with closed-form solution to the valuation of
the commodity-linked bonds is derived in Sect. 4. Section 5 considers interest rate
risk in the three-factor model and derives a three-factor(Il) pricing model with con-
stant convenience yield for valuing the commodity-linked bonds. Section 6 presents
numerical examples to examine if the underlying commodity price, stochastic conve-
nience yield and counterparty credit risk have significant impacts on the values of the
commodity-linked bonds. Finally, Sect. 7 concludes this paper. The detailed proofs
are shown in the “Appendix”.

2 One-factor commodity-linked bonds value model

This section gives a one-factor model of the commodity-linked bonds. The stochastic
factor or state variable in the model is the spot price of the underlying commodity.
To develop the one-factor model, we first assume that the spot price of an underlying
commodity, S(t), proposed by Brennan and Schwartz (1985), satisfies the following
stochastic differential equation (SDE, hereafter):

dSl = MSS[dt + O'SS[thS, (1)

where o represents the volatility of proportional price changes, wy denotes the

expected rate of price changes, d W/ is the increment to a standard Wiener process.
To obtain the risk-neutral processes for the spot price of the underlying commodity,

Brennan and Schwartz (1985) substitutes wg by the risk free interest rate » deducts

1 Schwartz (1997) states that the positive correlation between changes in the spot price underlying com-
modity and changes in the convenience yield of the underlying commodity is induced by the level of
inventories. When inventories of the underlying commodity decrease, the spot price should increase since
the underlying commodity is scarce and the convenience yield should also increase since futures prices will
not increase as much as the spot price, and vice versa when inventories increase.
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the net convenience yield 8 as the risk adjusted drift of the commodity price process.?

Therefore, the stochastic process for the spot price under the equivalent martingale
measure can be expressed as:

dS; = (r — 8)Sdt + o3 S;:dW;, 2)

where d W/ is the increment to a standard Wiener process, r is the risk-free interest rate
and 6 represents the current marginal net rate of convenience yield(assumed constant),
defined as convenience yield minus physical storage costs, and the convenience yield
can be interpreted as the flow of services that accrues to the holder of the physical
commodity, but not to the owner of a commodity-linked bond contract for future
delivery of the commodity.

This paper makes a similar assumption of Carr (1987) that there are no payouts
from the firm to bondholders before the maturity date of the bond, that is to say no
dividends and coupons. Then commodity-linked bonds have promised payment of the
bond is equivalent to the face value of a bond F for sure plus a call option, which gives
the bearer an option to buy the reference commodity bundle at a pre-specified exercise
price K. This payoff structure is an important characteristic of the commodity-linked
bonds. Therefore, the payoff of a commodity-linked bond at maturity 7 is defined as
follows:

h(St) = F 4+ max{Sr — K, 0}, 3)
where F and K are constants.

By the risk neutral pricing rule, the no-arbitrage price of a commodity-linked bond
at the time to maturity v under measure Q can be written as

B(S, 1) = e "TELN(ST) | S = S, 4)

satisfies a PDE given by
a2
8 = 3028208 +(r —8)S%5 —rB, (5)

with t = T — t and the terminal condition B(T, S) = h(S7).

In this model the underlying commodity is treated as an asset that pays a continuous
dividend at a rate equal to the underlying commodity price S times the net convenience
yield §. Thus, based on the diffusion in Eq. 2, Black and Cox (1976) solve for the
commodity option price and obtains the well-known one-factor cost-of-carry formula
as follows:

C(S, 1) =e"SN(d)) — e ""KN(dp), (6)

where N is the standard normal cumulative distribution as

d
N = \/% ﬁw e_%xzdx,

2 Expressing convenience yield as a fraction of the commodity price, i.e. convenince yield = §5;, see
Brennan and Schwartz (1985).

3 See Brennan (1991) and Brennan and Schwartz (1985).
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where d; and d; are given by

B In() + (r + o2 — &)t
1= P~ )
o In() + (r — 102 = 8)t
2= o5\/T '
Then, we give a closed-form formula for the one-factor commodity-linked bonds

price. The price of the one-factor commodity-linked bonds, defined by Eq. 4, is
expressed by

B(1,8) = e TSN (d)) —e " KN (dy) + e '°F, )

where d1, dy and A are given by Eq. 6.

3 Two-factor commodity-linked bonds value model

In this section, we adopt a two-factor model of commodity prices analyzed in Schwartz
(1997) is based on the model developed in Gibson and Schwartz (1990) and derive the
corresponding formula for valuing the commodity-linked bonds. The stochastic factors
or state variables in the model are the spot price of the underlying commodity follows
a geometrical Brownian motion process with a stochastic drift* and the instantaneous
convenience yield is formulated as a mean-reverting Ornstein—Uhlenbeck stochastic

pI'OCGSS.5

3.1 The model formulation

To stat with, we define our stochastic variables and deduce a PDE for valuing the
commodity-linked bonds. Let S; be the spot price of the underlying commodity, §;
represents instantaneous net marginal convenience yield rate. Under the equivalent
martingale measure, the joint stochastic process of the two state variables in Schwartz
(1997) is given by

dS; = (s — 8:)S,dt + o5S, dW}S, 3
ds; = k(0" — 8,)dt + asdW;?, )

where o and o5 are constant volatility, ¥ > 0 is the speed of adjustment, 6* =
60— )“;ﬂ is the long-run mean yield, As are the market prices of risk for the convenience

4 Gibson and Schwartz (1990) show that the assumption of constant convenience yield is very restrictive.

5 Empirical studies find that the convenience yield should be specified by a mean-reverting process, for
example, see Fama and French (1988) and Brennan (1991).

6 Since convenience yield risk cannot be hedged, the market price of convenience yield risk has to be
incorporated in the risk neutral process of convenience yield.
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yield, and dW;** and dW;* are correlated increments to standard Browian processes
and dW;*d W,*‘S = pssdt. pgs denotes the positively correlation coefficient between
the two Browian motions. From the no-arbitrage condition, the risk-adjusted drift of
the price process is r — 8.’

Commodity-linked bonds have the same payment structure as the one-factor model.
Therefore, by the risk neutral pricing rule, the no-arbitrage price of acommodity-linked
bond at the time 7 under measure Q can be written as

Bi(1.5,8) = e "EZ[h(ST) | S, = S], (10)

satisfies a PDE given by

8B+1 2523219+1 282B+ SazB
gt 2757 a5 T 2% a5 T P90 ens
9B . 0B
(= 8)S5 + k(0" = 8)~2 = rB. (11)

with T = T — t and the terminal condition B(T, S, §) = h(St).

3.2 Derivation of two-factor price formula

In this subsection, we derive the closed-form formula of the two-factor commodity-
linked bonds price B;(t, S, §) by solving the PDE (11) through the Mellin transform
technique. Then, by using Proposition 1, reported in “Appendix A”, Eq. 11 yields

B 1 , . .
—5- Throse@+ 1) — (A +o)r +8wlB + k(0 —9)
]aé Ll , 9B 0 (12)
— o —_— — _—
Pss0s05W 35 205 982 ’

with B(0, w, 8) = h(w) which is the Mellin transform of /(S).
To simplify (12), we let

B(t, ) = exp { Bafw(w + 1)} 1:} fr,w,96), (13)

then Eq. 12 is transformed into the following PDE for f

: A A .
—3 (L 4 w)r — 801 + k(6 — 8) — pysososw] L + 02T —0,  (14)

with £(0, w, 8) = B(0, w, §) = h(w).

7 See Gibson and Schwartz (1990) and Hilliard and Reis (1998).
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To solve Eq. 14, we let f(t,w,8) = h(w)L(t, w)e HO+0)r=0) ith terminal
condition f (0, w, §) = h(w). By substituting this function form into (14), we get the

following ODEs with respect to L(7, w) and H (7)

IL * 2 1 5 9.0
—— 4+ [k07w — pysos0s0w” — k(1 + w)r]HL + ana) H“L =0,
T

oH
—+kH-1=0,
T

15)

where L(0, ) = 1 and H(0) = 0. By solving (15), we have

2
o
L(t, w) = exp {i‘sz(r — H(r) — %Hz(r))w2 + [6%w — y10°

(I +wrl(r — H(r))] ,

— e KT

1
H(r) = T,

where y; = £2%5% Then, by substituting L(t, ), H(t) and f(z, w, 8) into (13), we

have
B(t,w,8) = h(w) exp{Q(z, w, §)}, (16)
where
N 1
0(t,w,8) = M(1)w* + Easza)(a) + DT+ (00w — y10?)(t — H(1))
—(14+w)tr +SwH(7),
o5 T Y)
M(t) = ﬁ(r —H(v) - EH (7).
Therefore, the price of the two-factor commodity-linked bonds is given
1 ctico R
Brw.d) =5 [ @ ew@ .85 do. an
270 Je—ico
Let
1 c+ioo R
@(t,8,0) = 5— exp(Q(t7, w,8))S “dw
270 Je—ico
1 c+ioo " Gz(l’) ,
= — E ——) 15 Ydw, 18
el e expf (f)(w+2E(t)) } w (18)
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where
E(r) = M(f)+ 50 JT—yi(t— H(1)),
Gy(t) = l T+9 (t—H(r))+38H(t) — 7r,
oo (Gz(r>)2
)y =——"""——
4E(7)
By setting

62(t) = 0] = 2550505 H(t) + 05 H* (1),

we then have

1 rA 1 T 1 — ¥t l_e—Ktz
5/ 61 (tdt = 5/ 03 — 2ps5050s - +052( ) dt
0 0

K2

= M(t) + lazr —yi(t — H(1))
= E(1)

1 T 1 — —Kt 2
Z—/ <05—05¥> dt >0
2 0 K

holds for 7 > 0. Therefore, by using Proposition 4, reported in “Appendix A”, we

have
Gy s _(n 5)2

S 2%E@ & TaEwD (19)

o(t, S,9) =

ﬂE(

Because /1 (w) and exp{ Q (7, w, 8)} are the Mellin transforms of 4 (S) and ¢(z, S, §),
respectively. Applying Proposition 2, reported in “Appendix A”, we have the following
result:

% S
B(z, S, 5):/ hwe(t, =, )u""du
0 u
o0 S K S
=/ (F+u—K)(p(r,—,5)u_ldu+f Fo(t, =, 8)u"'du. (20)
K u 0 u

Now we give a closed-form formula for the two-factor commodity-linked bonds
price.

Theorem 1 The price of the commodity-linked bonds, defined by Eq. 10, is expressed
by
B(z,S,8) = P(t,8)SN(d) —e ""KN(d2) + e "*F, (21)

where N is the standard normal cumulative distribution as

1 d
J\/d:—/ b
(d) G 70062

@ Springer



56 Z.Maetal.

and
P(7,8) = A(t) exp(—3d H (1)),
‘752 ‘762 2
A(r) =exp 1 (0" +y1 — >5)(H(t) —71) — = H (1) ¢,
2K 4k
62(v) = 0} — 2ps50505H (v) + o H (1),
1 —e™*°
H(t) = ——,
K
__ Ps30803
] - P 9
p () +rt+ 3 [ 62()dt +In(P(z, 8))
1= s
\ /fOT 62(s)ds
p In(£) +r7 — 3 [y 62()dt + In(P(z. §))
2 = .
\ /for 62(s)ds
Proof See “Appendix B”. O

4 Three-factor commodity-linked bonds value model under constant
interest rate

This section presents a three-factor model of the commodity-linked bonds. The
stochastic factors or state variables in the model are the spot price of the underly-
ing commodity, the value of the firm and the instantaneous convenience yield. Given
that our proposed three-factor model can be seen as a reformulated version of the Miura
and Yamauchi (1998) model by replacing a model of expected credit loss proposed
by Klein (1996) in this paper.

4.1 The model formulation

Let V; designate the total value of the assets of the firm issuing the bonds and follow a
geometrical Brownian motion process. Then the joint stochastic process for the factors
S;, Vi and §; under the equivalent martingale measure can be expressed as:

dS; = (s — 8,)Sidt + o5 S dW, (22)
ds, = k(0" — 8,)dt + osdW;?, (23)
dV, = (y — Myoy) Vedt + oy Vi d W, (24)

where og, o5 and oy are constant volatility, A, is the market prices of risk for the
value of the firm, 6* is the long-run mean yield, and W;*,W;¥ and W,*‘S are the
stand Wiener processes and their correlation are such that dW;dW;¥ = psdt,
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dWSdW® = pgsdt and AW dW¥ = ps,dt. Also, the correlation coefficients py,,
pss and pg, are constant parameters satisfying

0<pw<1,0<ps<1,0<ps <1, Pszv + 10s28 + ng — 2psupsspsy — 1 < 0.
(25)
Commodity-linked bonds have the promised payment on the bonds at the maturity
such that the bondholder has right to receive, in case of no default, the face value F
of the bonds plus an option to buy the reference commodity bundle at a pre-specified
exercise price K. The promised payment can only be made if the value of the firm
Vr at maturity is greater than that amount D*. Otherwise, in case where the default
is considered, following Klein (1996), a credit loss occurs if the value of the firm at
maturity is less than some amount D*. This amount is not set to the value of the bond
but roughly corresponds the amount claims D outstanding at maturity. D* may be
less than D due to the possibility of a bond issuer continuing in operation even while
Vr is less than D. Once a credit loss occurs at maturity, the recovery rate is %
where a Vr represents the deadweight costs due to the bankruptcy or reorganization,
and the remaining value of (1 — ) Vr is paid to the bondholders and other liabilities.
The payoff of a commodity-linked bond at maturity is defined as follows:

bl

(F + max{St — K, O})[l{VTZD*} + 1{VT<D* (1701)VT]

h(St, Vr) }
(1—Q?VT
max{F + St — K, F}{[1v;>px + lyvy<pr)—p "1,

(26)

where F and K are constants.
By the risk neutral pricing rule, the no-arbitrage price of a commodity-linked bond
at the time to maturity T under measure Q can be written as

B(t,S,V,8) = e*”ElQ[h(ST, Vr) | Si =8, Vi =V, 8 =4l, 27
satisfies a PDE given by

B _ 1 _2@29*B | 1, 2v29°B | 1_203°B 2°B
ot =295 g5t T 200V + 2% G + P0souSVagy
9B 92B 9B 9B
+ 5505058 2ebs + psy0s0y Vs + (r — 8)S2E + (r — Ayo)VIE (28)

+r(0* — 8)58 —rB,

with t = T — ¢ and the terminal condition B(T, S, V, ) = h(Sr, Vr).

4.2 Derivation of three-factor price formula

In this subsection, we derive the closed-form formula of the commodity-linked bonds
price B;(z, S, V, §) by solving the PDE (28) through the double Mellin transform
technique. Then, by using Proposition 1, reported in “Appendix A”, Eq. 28 yields

—98 4 [Lolwi(@1 + 1) + psuosovwi0 + J02wa(wr + 1) — (1 + w1 + w)r

A 5 25
+801 + Ayoyw2] B + [k (0% — 8) — pysosos0) — psyosouwa]BE + %632%75 =0,
(29)
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with B(0, @1, w2, 8) = h(wy, w) which is the double Mellin transform of (S, V).
To simplify Eq. 29, we let

B(z, 01, m,8) = eXP{[ olwi (w1 + 1) + pspos0p0102

(30)
+302wy(wy + DI} f (7, 01, 2. 8),
then Eq. 29 is transformed into the following PDE for f
———[(1+a)1+w2)r—8a)1 —A O'Ua)z]f+ [(k(0* — &) 31)

29
—Pss0sO5W1 — PSUUSUUCUﬂﬁ 505 33]; =0,

with £(0, w1, w2, 8) = B0, w1, w2, 8) = h(wi, w).

To solve (31), we let f(t wi, w7, ) = h(a)1 w2)L(T, w1, w2)
e~ HO((torto)r—3wi—hove) with terminal condition £ (0, w1, w2, 8) = h(wi, w2).
By substituting this function form into (31), we get the following ODEs with respect

to L(t, w1, wp) and H (1)

oL
e + [K0* 01 — PssTsOsWT — PsuTsTLOI )
—k(1 +w; 4+ w)r + kryoyr]|HL + 20560% H2L =0, (32)
oH

— +xkH —-1=0,
at *

where L(0, w1, wp) = 1 and H(0) = 0. By solving the ODEs (32), we have

052 K. 2 * 2
L(t, w1, w2) = exp 2/<_2(T — H(t) — EH (M) +[07w1 — 107
—pwiw — (1 + w1 + w2)r + Ayoyw2](t — H(T))} ,

1 —e*7
H(r) = —

where y| = pvms‘” and y» = '05”25””. Then, by substituting L(t, w1, @), H(t) and
f(t, w1, @2, 0) 1nto (30), we have

B(t, w1, w2, 8) = h(wi, w2) exp(Q(, w1, w2, ), (33)
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where

R 1 1
O(z, w1, w2, 8) = M(t)w} + [zaé o1(@1+ 1) + puosororo + S0 2wy (0 + 1)]

+ [0%01 — 1] — poi] (T — H(T)) = (1 + o) + w))tr
+ Aoyt + Swi H (1),

M(z) = 02 (1’ —H(t)— sz(r)>

Therefore, the price of the three-factor commodity-linked bonds is given

c1+ioco c2+ioo N
B(z,5,V,8) = / h(wy, w2) exp(Q(t, w1, @2, 8)S™ ' V™2 dwidw,.
(27”) c1—ioo Jep—ioo
(34)
Let
c1+ioo c2+i00 N
o(t, S, V,8) = (2m) / ~exp(Q(t, w1, w2, NS~V 2dwidw,
ci—ioco Jep—ioo
1 c+ioco . c1+ioo G G 2
_ — ‘ P / . exp{ E(0) (o + 2(7) + G(T)wn
@ri)* Jey—ico c1—ioco 2E(7)
S_wlda)lj| V™2 dw,, (35)
where

1
E(r)=M®) + Eofr —yi(r — H®)),
G(1) = psu050,T — y2(T — H(7)),
Gy(t) = lcr T4+ 0"(t—H())+8H(t) — 17,

) __(Gz(r)+G(r)wz)2 1, 5, (1
(1) = 1E D) oo m2+<

26” + AyOoy —r) Tw).

Because E(r) > 0 holds for ¢ > 0, so by using Proposition 4, reported in
“Appendix A”, we have

c1+ioo 2
/ l exp :E(r) (a)l + Ga0) + Glr)en G(T)m) } S~ dw;

|—ico 2E(7)
1 Gy+G@wy _ (nS)?
— ST2E® e  HEM®
27 E(T)
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then Eq. 35 becomes

_(n8)?

(0.8, 8 = 0 _sSg L [T e g yag (36)
7,8,V,0) = E( - e E( ).
¢ 2T E(T) 2mi K|i00 2
Let
1 c2+i00 ot S
Y(r,V,8) = e S 25w V=2dw,
27Tl cr—ioo
1 cptioo G2
= ec(f)—./ exp {(Gl(r) — ﬂ)[a)z
270 Jey—ioo 4E(7)
G](T)+G3(T)— GO (Ga(r)=InS) -2
+ 2O } }v-%z, (37)
2Gi(r) — &)
where

1 2
Gi(r) = —cr T,
Gi(t) = ()Lvo'v — )T,
2
G2 (61 +Gs(m) - COGOh)

4E(t) 4(Gy(r) — sz“%)

C(r)=—

In order to apply inverse Mellin transform of exponential function, the condition

(G1(r) — fE(?) > 0 needs to be guaranteed. Therefore, we first introduce the fol-

lowing lemma Wthh is useful in our analysis.

Lemma 1 If psy, pss and ps, are constants satisfying conditions (25), then G1(t) —

2
ngi > 0 is satisfied for T > 0.

Proof See “Appendix C”. O

Therefore, using Proposition 4, reported in “Appendix A”, we have

expl B (In V)2 l G (r>+63<r>—%§3_ms)
2
(T, V,8) = eC® <G””‘4E< i) 2(610-523 ) (38)
E) £ - .

z/n( g2m)

@ Springer



Pricing commodity-linked bonds with stochastic convenience... 61

Combining (34), (36) and (38) together, we obtain the following explicit result of
(p(rs Sv Vs 5)

G(1)(Ga(1)=In S) 2
G (1)+G3(1)— # B (nV)
G20 261 (-0 -kt (Gl(” 45((”))
o(t,8,V,8) =eCOsED YV ! 4E(r) e
2T E(T) 2(r)
2 ﬂ(Gl(T)_4E(T))
(39)

Because ﬁ(a)l, wy) and exp{Q(r, w1, wy, 6)} are the double Mellin transforms
of h(S,V) and ¢(7, S, V,d), respectively. Applying Proposition 3, reported in
“Appendix A”, we have the following result

0o poo SV o
B(t,S,V,§) = / / h(u, w)p(t, —, —, Hu w dudw
0 0 u w

=/ C(Fru— K@ =, — 3)u*‘ “ldudw

f / Fgo(r == 5) “w  dudw
D*

1— D* sV
- / / w(F +u— K)o, 2, —, &u" w dudw
K 0 u w

1—a (K D7 SV
+ a/ / wF(p(t,—,—,S)uflwfldudw. (40)
D 0 0 u w

Setting

G3(1)
n=-tr— ,
4E(7)

2
G(1)(Ga(v)—In(5
(cl(r) +Ga(r) — TG ““”)
91 (M) = - B )
4Gi(1) — §53)
2
G0 (Gy(m)—In( 3 ) (¥
G0 G](r)+02(r)*7( 2E@ ( )) 7(1n(%>) exp{_(()(;)z(r)}
6 (u, w) = (E)me (K) 2AG ()~ 45(13’ e T 4(01(1)7%(”)
’ u w 2«/7TE(T) \/ G2(1) '
2 rr(Gl(r)— alt )
(r)

Then Eq. 40 yields

B(t,S,V.,8) =e" [ [pe " (F +u— K)oh(u, wu'wdudw
+e fOK Jpe €O F0(u, wyu'w dudw
+el =% 17“ foo fD eENWy(F +u — K)Oz(u, wyu twldudw
tenlze "‘fo f "Wy FO (u, wyu'w 'dudw

=15(S,V,8, z)+1§(s,v,5, T) + I3(S, V,8,7) + I4(S, V,8, 7).
(41)
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Now we give a closed-form formula for the three-factor commodity-linked bonds
price.

Theorem 2 The price of the commodity-linked bonds, defined by Eq. 27, is expressed
by

B(z,8,V,8) = P(r, )SNa(a}, b}, p) + "™ (F — K)Na(dh, b, p)
+e"TF Ny (=), dy, —p)
UL (P8, 1) Selr oo oI NG (e — f, —p)  (42)
+eTOT(F — K)N2(€y, — f, —p)
+ G e TN (=g). . ),

where N> is the standard bivariate normal cumulative distribution as

x2=2pxy+y?)
Na(a, b, p) = / / e e dxdy,
2m+/1 —
and
o (0sv050y — ¥2)T + 2 H(T)
w/ Jo 62(s)dst
. In(2 )+lnP(8 r)+rr+2f0 A2(s)ds
al -
VS 62(s)ds
b — In (%) + (I” + Psv050y — Y2 — Ayoy — )T + VZH(T)
= ou/T
;o In(2)+mPE. 1)+ — 5 [y 62(s)ds
a2 = )
Vo 62(s)ds
%
bé:ln(ﬁ)—i_( )\UU—QUU)T

ov/T
/ In (%) +1In P'(8, ) + (r + psp050)T + > fO AZ(S)dS

T ,/fo 62(s)ds
. In(3%) + (7 + psv0soy — v2 — Aoy + 302) T+ J/zH(‘L')
= e
¢ = In (%) +1InP/'(8, 1) + (r + psy0,0,)T — %for 852(s)ds’
Vo 83s)ds
Pe In(3) + (r — hyoy + 30D)T

ovﬁ

/o /gt ro_ ! gl
=ay,dy=Dby, 8 =e),hy = f,.
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Proof See “Appendix D”. O

5 Three-factor commodity-linked bonds value model under
stochastic interest rate

This section investigates the effect of stochastic interest rate on commodity-linked
bonds prices. The model given in the three-factor model is extended to a world with
stochastic interest rate, but it assumes a constant convenience yield. Therefore, the
stochastic factors or state variables in the model are the spot price of the underlying
commodity, the value of the firm and the interest rate. To allow for random interest
rate in the model, the short-term riskless interest rate r is assumed to evolve according
to a Vasicek type of mean-reverting process under the equivalent probability measure:

dr = q(m* —r)dt + o, dW;", (43)

where g, m* and o, are positive constant parameters, W, is a standard Wiener process.
In the Vasicek (1977) framework, the price of a default-free unit discount bond is
expressed by

B*(r, 1) = ¢(0)e ",

= ) (e — 1) — T
C(r)—GXPKm —2q2> () -t "1 s
1—e 9"
s(1) = ——,
q
Oy
m*=m— —x,,

where A, represents the market prices of risk for the interest rate and is assumed
to be constant. The relationship between dW;*, dW;*" and dW;*" are as follows:
dWrdWr = pgdt, AW dW" = psdt and dW}"dW;" = p.,dt. Also, the
correlation coefficients py,, psr and p,, are constant parameters satisfying

O<pow<l,—l<py<l,—-1<py<l, ,0521, +:0szr + przv — 2050 psrprv — 1 < 0.

(44)

By the risk neutral pricing rule, the no-arbitrage price B(z, S, V, r) of acommodity-
linked bond at the time to maturity T under measure Q can be written as

B(S,V.r,1) = TELIN(ST, Vi) | S =S, Vi =V, r =], (45)
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satisfies a PDE given by
5 + 2323—{—,0 oaSV;’z—B+p 050, S LB
2 9V 2 r arz svYsYuv 9SoV SrYsvr aSor
+prvarovV3rav + =S+ — 10)VIE + g(m* — )38 —rB,
(46)
with the boundary conditions B(z,0,V,r) = 0 and B(0, S, V,r) = h(St, V1) =
max{F + St — K, F}[1{v;=p+ + Ly, <pr) T=9VL], where h(St, Vr) is defined in
Eq. 26.
Now we follow the same procedure as described above, by applying the dou-
bly Mellin transform techniques, we get a closed-form formula for the three-factor
commodity-linked bonds price under stochastic interest rate.

BB_ 2S23 2‘/23

5 T30

Theorem 3 The price of the commodity-linked bonds, defined by Eq. 45, is expressed
by

B(z,S,V,r) = e "SNa(a}, b}, p) + B*(r, 1) (F — K)Na(ab, bh, p)
+B*(r, 1) FN2 (=5, dy, —p)
+ a Ot)V (B*(I’ ) ef()r ﬂxu”x"v_}\vﬂ'v—(s‘f‘(pxrasar"!‘Prv”r‘7v>§<5)ds_/‘\/'2(e/l7 _fl/’ _p)
+e~ )‘”G"T(F K)Na(es, = f5, —p))
+ U et FNG (=g, —h). p).

47)
where N3 is the standard bivariate normal cumulative distribution as

x2=2pxy+y?)

Na(a, b, p) = T dxdy,

2m+/1 — / /
and
62(1) = 07 — 2pg030,5(1) + 0757 (1),
62(1) = 0 — 2pr0,0,5 (1) + 07 6% (T),
(fo Psv0s0y + (Psr 050y + Prp0roy) 5 (s) + 0r2§2(s)ds

p= ,
\/ I &3(s)ds\/ I 62(s)ds

o = In(2) —InB*(r,7) — 8t + % [y 62(s)ds

,/for &Sz(s)ds
h,l _ In (%) —InB*(r,7) — ; Az(?)ds' + fo Psv0s0y — AyOy + (0570507 + Pry0r0y) G (s)ds

fo 62(s)ds

o= In(£) —InB*(r,7) — 6t — % [y 62(s)ds

Vo 62($)dS
b = In (%) —InB*(r, ) — Ayoyy T — %for &Uz(s)ds

‘/for 62(s)ds

In (%) —InB*(r,7) + % f()r 6-52(5)d5 + f(; Psv0s0y — 8 + (050507 + PrvOr0y) G (s)ds

Vo 62(s)ds
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In (%) —InB*(r,7) + %for 62(s)ds + fof Psv0sTy — AyOy + (057050 + pro0roy)c(s)ds

fi=
Jo 62(s)ds
3/2 _ In (%) —InB*(r, 1) — % f()I 63(s)ds + f()r Psv0s0y — 6 + (05050, + Pry0r0y) G (8)ds
,/fot 62(s)ds
= In (%) —InB*(r, t) — Ayop,T + % for 62(s)ds

\/ fo 62(s)ds

/ ’ ! / / / ’ !
cy=ay,dy=Dby, g, =¢hy, = f).

6 Numerical analysis

In this section, numerical examples are presented to examine if the underlying com-
modity price, convenience yield and counterparty credit risk have significant impacts
on the prices of the commodity-linked bonds. As a reference point of numerical results,
based on the values reported by Klein (1996), Miura and Yamauchi (1998), Chen
(2010) and Lai and Mellios (2016), the parameter values for the base case are listed in
Table 1 whenever they are required to be specified throughout the numerical analysis.
The issuer of the commodity-linked bonds has the business of producing and selling
the commodity which is the underlying asset of the commodity-linked bonds. The cor-
relation coefficients pgy, Oss, Psv» Psr and pyy need to satisfy condition (25), (44) and
|p| < 1. Without loss of generality, we set bond with face value F = 100 and the time
to maturity t of 5 years. The initial interest rate is assumed to be equal to 4% per year.
The spot prices of the underlying commodity S; is 20. The strike price K is set equal
to the price of the underlying commodity S; at the time of issuance. Ingersoll (1982)
points out when handling the convenience yield is to use the futures price of the com-
modity rather than the spot price(if one with a sufficiently long maturity is available).
Therefore, to set the initial values of the parameters of the process of the commodity
prices and the net marginal convenience yield, we use the parameter estimates for the
WTIlight sweet crude oil data presented in Lai and Mellios (2016). In their paper, based
on all weekly observations of futures contracts traded prices on ICE from 2001/01/05
to 2010/12/31 for West Texas Intermediate (WTI) light sweet crude oil, they estimated
the parameters of the process S; and §; for WTI crude oil. The estimated parameters
were such that:x = 0.729,6 = 0.080, o, = 0.399,05 = 0.227, As = 0.251 and
pss = 0.728. We set the current level of the convenience yield rate §; is 0.02. Now we
turn to focus on the parameters for the commodity-linked bonds issuer’s assets. The
instantaneous volatility is set to be o, = 0.3 and default barrier D* = D(outstanding
claims) is assumed to be 75 percent of the initial value of the issuer’s assets V; is
200 which consists of this commodity-linked bonds and the equity. Chen (2010) finds
that bonds have recovery rate of around 0.60 across nine different aggregate states.
We set the deadweight costs « = 0.40. Because we suppose this issuing company
sells this commodity to the market, the value of this issuer is positively correlated to
the changes of this commodity prices and the convenience yield. So the underlying
commodity prices and the value of the issuer is set to behave with correlation coeffi-
cient pgy 1s 0.3. Also, we set the correlation parameter between the value of the issuer
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Table 1 Preference parameters in the base case

Parameters Values Parameters Values
Volatility oy = 0.399 Volatility oy =0.3
Volatility or = 0.009 Volatility o5 = 0.227
Outstanding claims D =150 Default barrier D* =150
Market price of risk Ar = —0.513 Strike price K =20
Market price of risk Ay = 0.05 Deadweight cost a=04
Market price of risk rs = 0.251 Time to maturity T=>5
Correlation coefficient pss = 0.728 Correlation coefficient psy = 0.3
Correlation coefficient psy = 0.66 Correlation coefficient pro=0.5
Correlation coefficient psr = 0.051 Interest rate ro = 0.04
Initial value Vo = 200 Initial value 80 = 0.02
Magnitude of mean-reverting force q=0.027 Initial price So =20
Magnitude of mean-reverting force Kk =0.729 Face value F =100
Long-run mean yield 6 = 0.080 Long-run mean value m = 0.057

and the convenience yield ps, is 0.66. In the following tables and figures, we change
one or more of the parameter values to investigate the impacts of the spot underly-
ing commodity price, stochastic convenience yield and counterparty credit risk on
the commodity-linked bonds prices with other variables taking on the values listed in
Table 1.

Table 2 compares the one-, two- and three-factor(I, II) commodity-linked bonds
prices for different parameter choices of the underlying commodity price, convenience
yield, interest rate and counterparty credit risk. The one-factor theoretical commodity-
linked bonds prices are calculated by uncertain commodity prices price model in
Eq. 7, where the net convenience yield rate is fixed through the life of the commodity-
linked bonds contract. The two-factor commodity-linked bonds prices are computed
by uncertain commodity price and stochastic convenience yield by Eq. 21. The three-
factor commodity-linked bonds pricing formula in Eq. 42 which involves stochastic
commodity price, stochastic convenience yield and counterparty credit risk. The val-
uation of the three-factor commodity-linked bonds with a constant convenience yield
in Eq. 47 which considers stochastic interest rate in the three-factor commodity-linked
bonds model.

As can be observed in Table 2, increasing the standard deviation on the return
on the underlying commodity increases the value of the commodity-linked bonds in
Panel 2. This because a higher standard deviation on the return on the underlying
commodity causing a higher premium portion of the commodity-linked bonds. In
addition, we can understand the effect of Sy in the same way. What’s more, the values
of the three-factor(I) commodity-linked bonds with increase with pg, and decrease
with pgs and ps, as shown in Table 2. A higher value of correlation coefficient py,
ensures that the values of the underlying commodity S; and the issuer V; tend to move
in line with pg,. We can also find that the values of the three-factor(I, IT) bonds are
smaller than those of the one- and two-factor bonds, which results from the default
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Fig. 1 Values of commodity-linked bonds against spot convenience yield. Baseline parameter values are
given in Table 1, unless otherwise noted

risk of the counterparty, there is the largest reduction in the value of commodity-linked
bonds, as shown in Panel 17(—45.1027 and —41.8915), implying that the probability
the bond writer will default increases when the standard deviation of the return of
the issuer’s asset increases. Conversely, a higher value of the issuer’s asset, there is
the smallest reduction in Panel 12(—18.5792, —16.5654). In addition, we find that
the one-factor commodity-linked bonds prices are higher than those of the two-factor
bonds prices due to the lower convenience yield in the one-factor model. Based on the
results of Table 2, these findings show that the parameter variables of the underlying
commodity price, stochastic convenience yield, stochastic interest rate and the vale of
the issuer play important roles in valuing the commodity-linked bonds. These results
are expected and consistent with previous studies, such as Hilliard and Reis (1998).
And what’s more, such a conclusion seems more clear in Figs. 1, 2, 3,4,5,6,7,8,9,
10, 11, 12, 13 and 14.

Figure 1 graphs how the values of commodity-linked bonds changes with the spot
convenience yield. Not surprising, the bonds price is decreasing in the convenience
yield. As can be seen in Fig. 1, when the initial level of convenience yield approaches
the long-run value 6(0.08), the one- and two-factor commodity-linked bonds prices
are not significantly different. With 89 deviation from the long-run value 6, the dif-
ference in price between the one-factor and the two-factor bonds models increases,
and the difference between the three-factor(I) and the three-factor(II) bonds price also
increases.
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Fig. 10 Values of commodity-linked bonds against correlation coefficient between the return of the under-
lying commodity and the return on the issuer’s asset. Baseline parameter values are given in Table 1, unless
otherwise noted
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Figure 2 indicates the sensitivity of the commodity-linked bonds price with respect
to the time to maturity. On the whole, the commodity-linked bonds price decreases as
the time to maturity increases, no matter which model is applied. It can be seen that
the gap in prices between the one-factor and the two-, three-factor models increases
as the time to maturity rises. A longer time to maturity has three different effects on
bonds values: first, it is well known that the value of a bond decreases with the time
to maturity due to the time value of money; but second, convenience yield decreases
with 7 and tends to higher bonds value, this is because the longer the time to maturity,
the lower is the average of the convenience yield and the higher the commodity-linked
bonds price; on the other hand, the possibility of default by the issuer also increases
with 7 reduces option portion of bonds price.

Figures 3 and 4 suggest how the ratio of the underlying commodity value to strike
price, S/K, and debt ratio, D/V, affect the values of the commodity-linked bonds.
In Fig. 3, increasing the ratio of the underlying commodity value to strike price S/K
increases the value of the commodity-linked bonds. This can also be seen from Eqgs. 7,
21,42 and 47, where it is clear that the commodity-linked bonds value increases with
S/K . Figure 4 shows that the impact of default risk on the value of the commodity-
linked bonds in the three-factor model is more apparent if the debt ratio approaches
to one. This means that if default becomes more and more possible, the decrease in
the prices of the commodity-linked bonds becomes more rapidly. The value of the
commodity-linked bonds decreases as the issuer is leveraged over a 15% debt ratio.
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The greater the default risk, the greater the reduction in the value of the commodity-
linked bonds.

Figure 5 displays that a smaller speed of adjustment k makes the bonds prices higher
than that of a larger speed of adjustment «. This means that the premium portion of
bonds prices decrease as the speed of adjustment ¥ becomes large. As expected, it can
be observed that the difference in prices between the one-factor and the two-, three-
factor(I) models increases first and sequently decreases as the speed of adjustment «
increases.® This is because with a high speed of adjustment, the convenience yield
returns to its higher long-run level 6 faster. As we know, commodity option portion
is decreasing function of the convenience yield rate, keeping the convenience yield
at a higher level leads to a lower option price, and the standard (bivariate) normal
cumulative distribution simultaneously increases with the convenience yield increases,
causing a higher bond price. However, in the one-factor model, the convenience yield
is fixed and maintained at a lower level through the entire life of the commodity-linked
bonds contract. In summary, as in the result of Fig. 5 indicates that a fixed convenience
yield in the one-factor and three-factor(I) model can lead to significantly different
bonds prices relative to those obtained by a stochastic convenience yield in the two-
and three-factor(I) model. In Fig. 6, increasing the level of long-run yield decreases the
commodity-linked bonds value in the two- and three-factor models. The effect of the
deadweight cost, «, is shown in Fig. 7. Clearly, it follows from (42) and (47) that the
deadweight cost « affects only the recovery when default event occurs. Therefore, the
commodity-linked bonds prices in the three-factor model is a linear decrease function
with respect to «.

Figures 8, 9 and 10 illustrate how the commodity-linked bonds price under the
one-, two- and three-factor models changes with the correlation between the return
of the underlying commodity and the return of the convenience yield pys5, between
the return of the convenience yield and the return of the issuer’s asset ps,, between
the return of the underlying commodity and the return of the issuer’s asset py,. Not
surprisingly, the commodity-linked bonds price is increasing with respect to pg, in
the three-factor model and decreasing with respect to pgs in the two- and three-factor
models, and decreasing with respect to ps, in the three-factor model. Figure 8 plots
the effect of varying degrees of correlation pys. It is evident that the spot commodity
price and the convenience yield have opposing effect on bonds values. This is because
the premium portion of bonds prices increase as the spot commodity prices increase,
but the spot commodity prices decrease as convenience yields increase. In Fig. 9, the
effect of ps, can be explained in a similar way. Figure 10 shows the effect of the
correlation pg,. Since there are no counterparty credit risk in the one- and two-factor
models do not vary with py,. In the case of a positive correlation between the return
on the underlying commodity and the return on the issuer’s asset in the three-factor
model, if the issuer’s asset increases, there is a tendency for the underlying commodity
to increase and for the value of the commodity-linked bonds to increase. Therefore a
stronger positive correlation between the return on the underlying commodity and the
return on the issuer’s asset in the three-factor model corresponds to a smaller effect of

8 Notice that the result has a little discrepancy with these Miura and Yamauchi (1998) display in their
Fig. 2. They just suggest that a smaller level of x makes the bond prices higher than that of a larger level of
K.
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Table 3 Sensitivity analysis for the commodity-linked bonds prices

Parameters Effect on the Effect on the Effect on the Effect on the
one-factor two-factor Three-Factor three-factor
Bond price Bond price Bond price(I) Bond price(Il)

T _ _ _ _

So + + + +

K - - - +

oy + + + +

8o - - - -

[% No - - No

[ef) No U-shaped U-shaped No

Pss No - - No

K No U-shaped U-shaped No

Psv No No - No

Vo No No + +

D No No - -

D* No No - -

Psv No No + +

o No No - -

oy No No — —

q No No No —

m No No No —

Psr No No No -

Prv No No No +

oy No No No -

credit risk on the commodity-linked bonds. However, from Fig. 10 we also can see that
the three-factor model prices are less than the one- and two-factor commodity-linked
bonds prices. As Schwartz (1997) points out that most of default risk comes not from
the firm being unable to pay the face value of the commodity-linked bonds, as is the
case for regular bonds, but from the firm being unable to pay the value of the option
for high commodity prices, even under substantial increases in the value of the firm.
Figures 11, 12, 13 and 14 reveal how the price of the commodity-linked bonds
are affected by the standard deviation of the return of the underlying commodity,
the convenience yield, the issuer’s asset and the interest rate. It can be seen that oy
impose a positive effect on the values of the commodity-linked bonds in the one-,
two-, and three-factor models, and o5 impose a positive effect on the values of the
commodity-linked bonds in the two- and three-factor models. On the contrary, o,
impose a negative effect on the values of the commodity-linked bonds in the three-
factor model. Figure 11 depicts the effect of the standard deviation of the return of the
underlying commodity on the value of the commodity-linked bonds. A higher standard
deviation of the return of the underlying commodity has two contrary effects on the
values of the commodity-linked bonds: first, it is obviously that the option portion of
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bonds prices increases with the standard deviation of the underlying commodity; and
second the possibility of default also increases with oy, this tends to a lower bonds
prices. The former effect is shown to dominate the latter effect during the life of the
commodity-linked bonds contract. The U-shaped curves for o5 in the two- and three-
factor(I) models are illustrated in Fig. 12. Figure 13 implies that when the standard
deviation of the return of the assets of the issuer is increased, the possibility of default
also increases. Consequently, the value of the commodity-linked bonds decreases as
oy increases. The effect of o, can be explained in a similar way depicted in Fig. 14.

In conclusion, the effects of different parameters on the value of the commodity-
linked bonds vary significantly, depending on the parameter considered. The effects
of the parameters considered in the one-, two- and three-factor(l, IT) models are sum-
marized in Table 3.

7 Conclusion

This paper presents the two- and three-factor(I, II) commodity-linked bonds pricing
models where the spot underlying commodity price dynamics follow a geometrical
Brownian motion process with a stochastic drift, the dynamics of the net convenience
yield are formulated as a mean-reverting Ornstein—Uhlenbeck stochastic process and
the dynamics of the value of the issuer’s assets are given by a geometrical Brownian
motion process. Based on the Mellin transform techniques, we obtain the closed-form
pricing formulas of the commodity-linked bonds to study the impact of the underlying
commodity value, convenience yield, interest rate and counterparty credit risk on bonds
values. These formulas are simply provided with standard (bivariate) normal cumu-
lative distribution function so that the pricing and hedging of the commodity-linked
bonds can be computed very accurately and rapidly. We conduct the numerical evalu-
ations of sensitivity analysis for the commodity-linked bonds, and we use tables and
graphs to illustrate the significant movements of the prices with respect to parameters
of the commodity-linked bonds. From the results, we could find out how conve-
nience yield, interest rate and counterparty credit risk have a significant effect on
the commodity-linked bonds prices.

Acknowledgements This work was supported by the National Natural Science Foundations of China (Nos.
71431008 and 71790593), National Natural Science Innovation Research Group of China (No. 71521061),
the Hunan Provincial Science & Technology Department of China (No. 2018GK1020), the China Schol-
arship Council (CSC, File No. 201608440451), the social science and humanity on Young Fund of the
Ministry of Education, China (No. 15YJC790074) and the Natural Science Foundation of Guangdong
Province, China (Nos. 2014A030310305 and 2020A1515010863).

Declarations

Conflict of interest The authors declare that they have no conflict of interest.

@ Springer



Pricing commodity-linked bonds with stochastic convenience... 81

Appendix A: Review of the Mellin transform

To obtain help in solving the PDE (11), (28) and (46) with given terminal condition, we
first summarize the definition and some basic properties of without proof for readers
who are unfamiliar with the double Mellin transforms. The interested reader can refer
to Erdelyi et al. (1954) and Sneddon (1972) as well.

Definition 1 (Definition of the Mellin transform and inverse transform) The Mellin
transform g(w) of a complex-valued function g(x) defined over positive reals is

Milg(x); 0] :i= g(w) = /(; g(x)x“’_ldx,

with @ is complex number. Then the function g(x) can be recovered from its Mellin
transform by the inverse Mellin transformation formula

R 1 c+ioo R 3
g0 = M) = 5— / g o,

witha < Re(w) and a < ¢| < b exist.

Definition 2 (Definition of the double Mellin transform and inverse transform) The
double Mellin transform g (w1, wy) of a complex-valued function g(x, y) defined over
positive reals is

o0 0
M ylg(x, y); w1, wa] i= g(wi, w2) = / / g, »x1 'y xdy,
0 0

with @1 and w, are complex numbers. Then the function g(x, y) can be recovered
from its Mellin transform by the inverse Mellin transformation formula

. c1+ioco c2+i00
gx,y) =My [g(wr, )] = / g(wr, w)x™ 'y " dwidw,,
C

(2 c1—ioo 2 —i00

with a < Re(w1), Re(wy) < banda < ¢y, co» < b exist.
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Proposition 1 (Basic properties of the Mellin transform) Suppose that there exists a
double Mellin transform of f (x, y). Then the following relations hold:

9 3
Mx)y (xaf(xa }’)7 w1y, 61)2) = _w]f(wlv wZ)’

0? .
Mx,y( oy —f(x,y); wl,wz) = —w f(w1, »2),
2

My (xy fx,y); 01, wz) = wj f (01, ),

axady

92 .

My (xzﬁf(x, y); w1, wz) = wi(w) + 1) f(o1, @),
92 .

My ( za—yzf()ﬂ y); w1, wz) =w (w2 + 1) f(w1, w2).

Proposition 2 (Convolution of the Mellin transform) Let f(x) and g(x) be locally
integrable functions on positive reals. f (w) and g(w) are two Mellin transforms of
the functions f(x) and g(x), respectively. Then, the Mellin convolution is given by the
inverse Mellin transform of f (w1)&(w1) as follows:

c+ioo

f(@)§(@)x®dw

270 Je—ioo
/Ooof (g)g(x)%‘”.

Proposition 3 (Convolution of the double Mellin transform) Let f(x, y) and g(x, y)
be locally integrable functions on positive reals. f (w1, w3) and g(wi, wy) are
two double Mellin transforms of the functions f(x,y) and g(x,y), respectively.
Then, the double Mellin convolution is given by the inverse Mellin transform of
f(a)l , w2)g (w1, @) as follows:

f)vegh):

c1+ico  per+ioco

Fy) v,y = 72/ f@1, 0281, w)x™ "y~ dwidew,
@)= Je

1—i00 cp—i00

dwi dwy
/ / f(f f)g(x )——

Proposition 4 (Inverse Mellin transform of exponential function) Given complex
numbers o and B with Re(a) > 0, let f(x) = 271” fft’;o f(s)x_‘ds where
f(s) = 6B Then

(Inx)2
xﬁe_ 4o

1
fo =5 —

holds.
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Appendix B: Proof of Theorem 3.1

1 S
Proof First of all, let x = \;227(2 By applying the change of variable from « to x ,
Eq. 20 becomes

1 - 12, G@®
B S0 ==z ) (Se™V2E@x 4 F k)" T T VEm dx
2 2E(D)
ln<%)
* 1.2 Gy (1)
1 O +dex
A/ 27'[ o0
(i) o
S me%(ﬁ“i ;T’L’“) HE(M=Gar)tr /JW
A/ 27 —00
1 Gr(t) \? 00 1 Gy(7)
e §<x74/22E(r)) “dx + L/l 5 eié( T/zzEm) U ix
(S
Var J s

ln(i

S
= P(r, S)S—/m ~ja ey —e—”KL/IJngé%
V21 Joos
e_%(x 6225(2) dx + ¢ UF. )
Here
P(z,8) = L@ G2(0)—r
= g(a*ﬂ/l_%>(H(’)—f)—§H2(r)—5H(r)
= A(7) exp(—8H (1)),
where

2
A7) =exp{<6*+y1 - 20—) (H(x) —1) — Hz(r)}

1 _ e—KT

H(r) =

Then, B(S, ) is given by the formula

iy (3

VE@) _1 2 _ «/212(:
B(S,7) = P(x, 5)5—/ 100D gy — ”K—/
N2

In

e_%(xé) dx +e "F
= P(1t,8)SN(d) —e ""TKN(d)) + e "°F, 49)

@ Springer



84 Z.Maetal.

where d; and d; are given by

In(£)+rt+ 1 [y 62()dt +1In(P (8, 1))

d1 = = ,
g (£)+rT—3 [y 62()dt +In(P (8, 1))
2 = .

Vo 62(s)ds

|
Appendix C: Proof of Lemma 4.1
Proof For > 0, because E(t) > 0, so the inequality Gi(t) — Gg(g >0 &
4E(1)G1(v) > GX(1). And E(1) = § [; 62(1)dt and G (1) = Jolt = 1 [} oldt.

From the Cauchy—Schwartz inequality, we have

2 2

. 2
(/ Oy (t)avdt>
0

T 2
= </ \/01;2(052 — 2pss050s H(1) + G,ngz(t))dt> )
0

1 A2 1 2 1 ! 2
4E(T)G (7)) = - fwdizolt =2 | ol
0 0

A%

and we also know G (1) = 05050, T — 2 (T — H(T)) = [ psv050y — psvosoy, H (1)d1.
Therefore 4E ()G () > G2(7) is satisfied if and only if

2
V =02 (07 = 200,05 H(1) + 07 H(1)) = (o0 — pruoson H (D))
= 02 [(1 = PR IOEHW) + 2psupsy — pss)asos HD) + (1 = pl)ol ]| = 0.

If we consider V as a quadratic equation of o5 H (), then V > 0 is satisfied if and
only ifav2 >0,1— P(%u > 0 and

A = Q(psuPsv — p58)05)> — 4(1 — p3,)(1 — p2)o?
=402 [ 02, + P2, + %5 — 205005005 — 1] < 0

are satisfied. Because GUZ > (0 for t > 0 is satisfied, and according to conditions (25),

2
the two later conditions are obviously true. Consequently, G{(t) — fEEE; > 0 has
been verified. O
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Appendix D: Proof of Theorem 4.1

In( £ .
«/% and p = 3 J% By applying the change of

variables from u and w to x and y, IB (t, S, V,§) of Eq. 41 becomes

Proof First of all, let y =

1L, S, V. Gi(v) B (G1(1) + Gi(r) — CEUCETIEDD)2
5, )= Gi(1) — @ J n(ge) ¢ P 4Gy (1) — SO
1 1E(r) " VZE® ° 2610 1 1E(r)

e, W2GI@D(G1(7) + Gs(r) — LRGN,
(Se™V2E@Y L F _ Kyexp {

2610 — FH)

_ G (r)\

f%x}ef%xze ([lm ) )d dy
/_03 exp [n R [M— Gatr)
2:1\/1 =2 Juz) ﬁ) 21— p%) V2E@)
(Gi(0 +Ga(r) - CHED) LE o /261D (G1(x) + Ga(r) — CHEHE)
* 26, (01— ) o 26 (01— )
pxy (G1(0) + G3(0) - G(ng?;)(r))z ]dxdy
(=0 4G (01— p?)

(G1(1) + G3(r) — €520

—00 —00 1 5 2
\/7 n(¥) /1 () e""{"’zu_ph(’c +) [ 2G1(0)(1 - p?)

V2E@ © 26 (0

NN WIGTDGI@) +Ga0) — CHED  pay
VE@  V2ED | 261 ()1 = p?) a=#
2
(Gl(r) + Gi(r) — %C(?Iz)(r))
4G ()1 = p?) Idmy' o

To evaluate the first term in Eq. 50, we introduce an auxiliary function

10z, 8,V,8 =

S 1 Ga (1)
27;\/? In(< )/ln(v) EXp ’7_2(172()624-)/2)— V2E(7) —

L I ) 0 V2E(D)

+

(610 +630 - C5%2) FHT  WIGHGI@) + 63 - CH00,)
X+
2G 1 (t)(1 — p?) 2G1(t)(1 — p?)

2
. pxy (Gl(f) + G3(1) — 46(3:%)(1)) dxd (51)
TErs) 4G (1 - p?) v

Then the exponent of the integrand of Eq. 51 can be expressed as

1
M — Z(sz)[(x +al)2 + +b1)2] + 0 _pp2 (x +a)(y + by),
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86
where a1, by and M| are given by

2E(r) — Ga(r)
ay = ,
! V2E(D)
by = G(r) - Gi(r) — G3(7)
V2G1(7) ’
2
G(0)Ga(v)
I (Gl(f)+G3(f)—T(,2)) N a+b  payb
P 4G (1 - p?) 20-p7)  1-
= E(t) — Gy(t) —tr
=1In(P (3, 1)).
Similarly, to evaluate the second term in Eq. 50, we introduce an auxiliary function
s vos = o0 oo 1 L e (G|(T)+G3(r)— 76(2%%2)(1))
7,8, V, n n( ) €Xp N — +y7) —
# ‘/7 nE) o) 20— p7) 261 ()1 = )
LG G | YW2GID(G1(7) + Ga(r) — CH20) . oxy
V2E(T)  ~2E(7) 2G1(D)(1 = p?) 2E(@)G1(0)(1 = p?)
(52)

2
(GI(T) + G3(1) — %%o)m)
dxdy.

4G1(D)(1 = p?)

Then the exponent of the integrand of Eq. 52 can be expressed as

My — ———[(x+ a2’ + (v + b2’ + —2— (x + an) (v + o),
2(1 = p2) —,
where a», by and M» are given by
0= — Ga(r)
V2E@)’
py — G10) + G5
V2G(v)
2
o (610 + Ga(r) — E50m) | BB pab
2= 4G (1 — p?) 20—p0)  1—p?
= —Tr.
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Then, 113 (z, S, V, d) is given by the formula
L2 =2px]y )
15(z,S,V,8) = P(8,7)S O el
Ff I /2
r.[(F K) fbl sz e 42(1 P (x2 2px2y2+y2 )dxédyé
= P(J, T)SNz(a], ,p) + e_”(F K)Na(ah, bh, p),

dxydy]

(53)

where

In(£)+mP@ 1) +tr+ 5[y Az(s)ds

/
al =
,/fo 62(s)ds
b In (3z) + (r — Aoy — 302) T + psy0s0y — y2(t — H (7))
1 O-U\/? ’
In (%) +InP@G, 1)+ 1r — %fo 62(s)ds

/
612 =
Vo 62(s)ds

In (%) + (r — Aoy — %03) T

by =
2 ouT

’

As with the same procedure for 1}(, S, V, ), then I3(z, S, V, 8), I3(z, S, V, )
and Ié (z, S, V,d) of Eq. 41 are given respectively,

- Gi(0+G3(n)- C520)
2 2y ( ! 2E(T)
lp(@.5.V.8) = = «/ fm () fln (%) eXP{ zin 00 407 [ 26007
¢2F<) V2B (0
6o G WIGTEI(G (1463 (r) - SH32) .
“VE® T VED |F 261(m(1—p?) T @G0 T—pD)
2
o000y
361007 Y
= e "TFNy (=), dj, —p),
54
where
;o /1 13
¢y =a5,dy =b5.1p(7,S,V,05)
n( GG (1) —VIE@D™ \2
(l _ C()V 1 G, (‘L’) —00 an| (r)) (Gl (f) + G?(T) - ZQE(-[) = )
= Py G2 In(<) €Xpy — 2
EENITURS o RE R CHORE=:)

YW2GIE(G1(7) + G3(r) — CUGDAELOD,)

2(610 - £3)

V2610 (Se’ﬂE(”x + F — K) exp{

 Gian?
Go(t 1.2 _G2m)
2(1) wle 7%, 2(Gy (1) 45(;))dxdy
V2E(7)
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In( )
(1—a)V 1 —o0 ey 1
= N > ln(%)/ ' exp U Ty 2)(x2+y2)— V2E(7)
27'[\/1—,0 Sre Y P

GGy (t G
o | (0@+6m - 9GEn) g ]x L (Y2TG1 @)+ Ga(o) - )

V2E(®) 2G1(0)(1 - p?) 2G1(0)(1 - p?)
pxy (G1(7) + G(r) — GH20)?
TGOt G o - 2) - 4G (D)1 = p2) }dXdy
(1-a)V F-K / fm { 1 2 ) [ Ga(1)
+ e (T )+
N ‘";Hj) 2(1 = p?) (o) V2E(@)

(Gl(’”G“”‘%f?)m) G(o) VIGITD(G1 () + G3(r) — SF0x0))
- 26101 = p?) VZED | 261 (1) (1 = p2)

~V261@)] v+ il

(G1(0) + G3(7) — C5pE0)?
R0 dxdy

2E@GI(D(1 —p2) 4G1(0)(1 - p?)
< _D“)V (P'(3, 7)Se P =ha® TN (&), — f{. —p)
+ eI (F — K)Na(eh, — f3. —p)), (55)
where

P'(8,7) = A'(t) exp(—8 H (7)),
2 2
(1) = * % T
A(T)—BXP{(G +71+}’2—22)(H(T)—f)— H(r)},
K 4k

v In (%) +InP'@, 1)+ 1tr+ % Jo 62()ds + psyos0y7
| = ,

VJo 62(s)ds

In (%) + (}“ - )\vgv + %61)2) T + Psp050y — VZ(t - H(‘[))

/_
fl - Uu«/?
v In (%) +InP/'G, 1)+ 1r — % Jo 62()ds + psyos0y7
2= ,
VJo 62(s)ds
£ In (%)—l—(r—)\vav—i-%avz)r
2= .

op/T
ln £ in( Y

4 -V fm/\/zf { 1 2, 2 [Gz(f)
Ig(r,8,V,8) = D 271\/1—7 expin 72(17102)()6 +y9) + ED

(610 + 630 - T5E) Gry V2GI(D)(G1(1) + G3(r) — €50
- 2G()(1 — p?) sz(z)]x 2G1(0)(1 — p2)

2
(Gl(r) + G3(1) — 76(2??12)@)

pxy
V26O S i 2N 4611 = p?) }dxdy
1—a)V
- %E’WTFNZ(%, —h. p), (56)
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where
/ / I I
8 =ey hy = f.

Finally, we can recombine I}(z,S,V,8), I3(z,S,V,8), I3(z,S,V,5) and
I;‘;(t, S, V. §) in the following formula:

B(S,V,8,1) = P8, 1)SNa(ay, b, p) + e (F — K)Na(ajy, b, p)
+ e_rtFNz(_c/zv dés _)0)
1—a)V

4 T(P/(S’ .L-)Se(r*)»lCfu+,0.w<7x<7u)1/\/‘2(e/l’ _f1/1 —p)
+ e TMT(F — K)Na (s, — f3, —p))
-V _,
—p ¢ Mot FNG(—gh, —hh, p), (57)

where A5 is the standard bivariate normal cumulative distribution as

x2=2pxy+y?)

Na(a, b, p) = T dxdy,

271/? / /
and

_ (psv050v — y2)T + 2 H(7)

o ,/for 62(s)dst ,

In(£)+WP@ 1) +rt+73 ) 2(s)ds

a; =
,/fo 2(s)ds
b — In (%) + (r — A0y + Psv050y — V2 — %UUZ) T+ y»H(T)
! ovﬁ '
., In (%) +InP@,1)+rt — for 62(s)ds
a, = .

\/m

() (o)

2= P ,

In (%)—i—lnP(ﬁ T)+(r+psvasav)f+2fo 2(S)dS

¢ =
Vo 62(s)ds
|4
f, _ ln(D_) + (l"—)\. 0y + Psv0s0y —)/2+ 1o )T + 12 H(7)
1 — Jvﬁ 5
s In(£)+1In P, 1) + (r + ps0s00)T — 3 [y 62(s)ds
2 = s

Vo 62(s)ds
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() + = ko + o)
2 — Uuﬁ ’

/ / / / / / U I
Cy =ay,dy =b5,8, =€, h), = f.
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