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Abstract
Background and aims Iron plaque on roots has been
hypothesized to be an effective restraint on the uptake
of arsenic (As) by rice plants. Evaluating the forma-
tion of iron plaque and its effect on As uptake by
various rice cultivars is valuable because selecting
low As uptake rice cultivars results in reduced risks
associated with rice consumption. This study exam-
ines iron plaque formation and its effect on As uptake
by different genotypes of rice cultivars.
Methods Hydroponic cultures were conducted in phy-
totron at day 25/night 20°C and the rice seedlings in
fifth-leaf age were treated with Fe (II) at the levels of 0
and 100 mg L−1 in the Kimura B nutrient solutions for
14 days. The amount of iron plaque formation of 28
rice cultivars was determined by using the DCB ex-
tractable Fe of roots. Four cultivars representing high
and low iron plaque formation capability, from indica
and japonica respectively, were selected out of the 28
cultivars and processed for Fe and As treatments.
After Fe treatments for 4 days, the seedlings were

fed with As (III) at levels of 0, 0.5, and 1 mg L−1 for
another 10 days. We were thus able to determine the
amounts of iron plaque formation and the As content
in iron plaque, roots, and shoots of the four tested
cultivars.
Results Iron plaque formation capability differed
among tested twenty-eight rice cultivars. Feeding As
to four tested cultivars enhanced iron plaque formation
on roots; the As uptake by roots and shoots was
decreased by the addition of Fe. Both the retention
of As on iron plaque and the decrease of As uptake by
the addition of Fe varied among tested cultivars and
were not correlated with the iron plaque formation
capability.
Conclusions Iron plaque can sequestrate As on the
roots and reduce rice’s As uptake. However, other
factors also influence the As uptake, namely the differ-
ences in binding affinity of iron plaque to As, the
existent As species in the rhizosphere, and the uptake
capability of various As species by rice plants. These
factors should also be considered when selecting low
As uptake rice cultivars.
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Introduction

Arsenic (As) is a human carcinogenic and a ubiquitous
metalloid. In an anaerobic soil environment, arsenite is
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the most prevalent species. Paddy rice is more efficient
in accumulating As compared to other cereals (Su et al.
2010). Unfortunately, excessive As accumulation in rice
grain poses a significant health risk to consumers
(Meharg et al. 2009). Moreover, a high level of As
may lead to increased phytotoxicity and decreases in
grain yield in paddy fields (Panaullah et al. 2009).

Paddy rice is a staple foodstuff in Asia and is char-
acterized by iron plaque on root surfaces. Ferrous ions
form from the reduction of ferric ions under the reducing
conditions such as paddy fields (Jien et al. 2010). Paddy
rice roots can release oxygen and oxidants into the
rhizosphere, thereby oxidize the ferrous ions transported
to roots from paddy soils into ferric irons with the
precipitation of iron oxides or hydroxides. Therefore,
in paddy fields, the toxicity of iron to rice can be reduced
through the formation of iron plaque on root surfaces
(Chen et al. 1980; Green and Etherington 1977). Iron
plaque is mainly composed of ferric hydroxides, goe-
thite, and lepidocrocite (Chen et al. 1980); aside from
iron, an element almost as important is manganese
(Crowder and Coltman 1993). Iron plaque is character-
ized by having both amorphous and crystalline iron
(hydr) oxides (Bacha and Hossner 1977; Chen et al.
1980). Under field conditions, iron plaque has also
served as a restraint on the uptake of metal(loids) such
as As by plants. This is probably due to its adsorption or
co-precipitation processes (Liu et al. 2004; Otte et al.
1989; Ultra et al. 2009). At the same time, the sink-like
characteristic of iron plaque lead to the concentrated
metal(loid)s in the rhizosphere. In some cases, iron
plaque may release these metal(loid)s and subsequently
enhance uptake. For example, iron plaque can diminish
the inhibition effect of phosphate on paddy rice’s arse-
nate uptake (Chen et al. 2005).

The differences in iron plaque formation among
rice genotypes have been noted (Geng et al. 2005;
Liu et al. 2011). Specifically, the interactions between
genotype, environment, and environment x genotype
affect the uptake and accumulation of As (Ahmed et
al. 2011; Dwivedi et al. 2010; Norton et al. 2009).
Furthermore, Hu et al. (2005) reported that both As
and phosphate concentrations in iron plaque had a
strong positive correlation with the amounts of Fe in
iron plaque (DCB-extractable) for three rice cultivars.
The degree of radio oxygen loss (ROL) has been used
to evaluate root aeration and has been found to have a
strong correlation with As tolerance and accumulation
in rice (Mei et al. 2009; Wu et al. 2011a) and various

wetland plants (Li et al. 2011). Root aeration is a
critical factor for different cultivars that affects the
formation of iron plaque on root surfaces and subse-
quent As uptake by plants. The amount of iron plaque
produced on root surfaces appears to be the main
determinant of As mobility and uptake by rice. With
that said, limited information is available on the rela-
tionship between plant As uptake and iron plaque
formation on root for different rice cultivars. In order
to select rice cultivars with low As uptake and thus
reduce the risk from rice consumption, it is important
to investigate the capability of iron plaque formation
and its effect on As uptake by various rice cultivars.
The objectives of this study are to evaluate the forma-
tion of iron plaque on the roots of commonly planted
genotypes of rice cultivars in Taiwan and to investi-
gate its overall effect on As uptake.

Material and methods

Rice cultivars

In this study, we used twenty-eight rice (Oryza sativeL.)
cultivars commonly planted in Taiwan, including four-
teen japonica rice (TK 2, TK 4, TK 8, TK 9, TK 14, TK
16, TNG 16, TNG 67, TNG 71, TC 65, TC 192, TY 3,
KS 139, and KS 145) and fourteen indica rice (TS 2,
TCS 10, TCS 17, TCSW 1, TCSW2, TCSY 112, TCSY
837, TCSY952031, TCSY 962021, TCSY 962024,
TCSY 962037, TCSY 962045, and TCSY 962058)
and evaluated their iron plaque forming capability.

Hydroponic cultures

The hydroponic cultures were cultivated in a phytotron
glasshouse with a controlled condition (day 25/night
20°C; RH 70–95 %) with culture solutions refreshed
every 2 days. Rice seeds were washed with distilled
water for 10 min after being sterilized through being
submerged in 1 % sodium hypochlorite solution with
one drop of Tween 20 for 30 min. The seeds were then
germinated undermoist conditions at 37°C for 2–3 days.
Fifty seeds of each rice cultivar were then transferred to
and held by an iron mesh set on the surface of the
culture solution in a beaker followed by raising seed-
lings in half-strength modified Kimura B nutrient sol-
utions (pH 4.8–5) for 2 weeks. Afterward, the solutions
were replaced by the full-strength nutrient solutions.

232 Plant Soil (2013) 363:231–241



After the fifth leaf of rice seedlings became visible, the
treatments of Fe and As addition were administered.
The solution cultures were stagnant without aeration or
N2 flushing for rice growth to simulate a flooding
condition of paddy rice cultivation. In addition, in order
to avoid Fe(II) oxidation, the culture solutions were
made just before use and refreshed every 2 days.

Since the Fe concentration in paddy soil solutions is
usually around 100 mg L−1, a dose of additional 0 and
100 mg L−1 Fe(II) was added to the culture solutions
as an Fe treatment for all cultivars for another 2 weeks.
Finally, the seedlings were harvested and the iron
plaque on root surfaces was extracted by using mod-
ified cold DCB solutions (Liu et al. 2004) to evaluate
the differences in iron plaque formation capability
between cultivars. The roots of cultivar TCN 1 before
and after DCB extraction were fixed with agar and
then the root cross-section was taken by cutting with a
microtome at 5–7 cm below the base of a root (about
half of root length). The cross-sections were examined
using upright microscope.

To investigate the effect of iron plaque formation
on As uptake by rice seedlings, two cultivars were
selected respectively from indica and japonica based
on iron plaque formation capability. These cultivars
included TK 9 (high capability; japonica), TS 2 (high
capability; indica), TY 3 (low capability; japonica),
and TCSY 962021 (low capability; indica). After the
seedlings of the four selected cultivars grew up to the
fifth leaf age, additional Fe (II) was added into the
culture solutions at the levels of 0 and 100 mg Fe (II)
L−1 since the first day (+Fe0 and +Fe100). On the
fourth day and after, sodium arsenite was added into
the culture solutions at the levels of 0, 0.5, and 1.0 mg
As (III) L−1 (As0, As0.5 and As1), respectively. The
treatment of +Fe0/As0 was served as a control and the
other treatments included +Fe0/As0, +Fe0/As0.5,
+Fe0/As1, +Fe100/As0, +Fe100/As0.5, and +Fe100/
As1. On the fourteenth day, seedlings were harvested
for the analysis.

The harvested seedlings were washed thoroughly
with tap water and then with deionized water; they
were later separated into roots and shoots. Iron plaque
on roots was determined by extraction using DCB
solutions from a portion of root samples of each treat-
ment. Briefly, 1 g of roots was extracted for 60 min at
room temperature (20–25°C) in a 40 mL solution
containing 0.03 M sodium citrate and 0.125 M sodium
bicarbonate, with the addition of 0.6 g sodium

dithionite. The roots were then rinsed three times with
deionized water and the eluates were also added to the
DCB extracts.

The roots without removing iron plaque and the
shoots were digested separately with concentrated
HNO3/H2O2 following the procedure adapted by Sun
et al. (2009). The concentrations of Fe and P in the
DCB extracts and plant sample digested solutions
were measured by ICP-OES (Perkin-Elmer, Optima
2000); Arsenic concentrations were measured by
ICP-MS (Agilent, 7700x). The concentrations of As
in roots were calculated from the difference between
the amounts of As in roots without removing iron
plaque and those in iron plaque.

Data analyses

The statistical analysis was carried out using ANOVA
(analysis of variance) to test the effect of cultivar
genotypes and Fe addition treatments on iron plaque
formation and As distribution in iron plaque, roots,
and shoots. The General Linear Model of SAS was
used to test the difference in the measurements be-
tween treatments with least significant difference test
(LSD test) at a level of P00.05 (SAS Institute). Re-
gression analyses were conducted using SigmaPlot 10.

Results

Observation of iron plaque on cross-section of roots

The fresh cross-sections of the root of one tested rice
cultivar TCN 1 (shown as an example) observed by
upright microscope indicated that iron plaque visibly
formed around the epidermis cells when treated with
an additional 100 mg Fe L−1 in the culture solutions
(Fig. 1a). Iron plaque was reddish brown and covered
the cell wall of epidermis. Fe precipitation was dis-
tributed around epidermis cells and predominantly
extended inward to the cortex or aerenchyma and
rarely to the endodermis (Green and Etherington
1977). DCB extraction rendered iron plaque invisible
and partially damaged the epidermis cells; neither
exodermis nor any other tissue inside was found dam-
aged (Fig. 1b). Cold DCB extraction procedure has
been widely used for the removal of iron plaque to
determine the constituents of iron plaque and As
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uptake by roots. It should be noted that small numbers
of the epidermis cells were damaged by the DCB
extraction procedure, possibly resulting in overestima-
tion of the amounts of As sequestrated in iron plaque
because As might be leaked out from damaged epi-
dermis cells.

Iron-plaque formation capability of 28 genotypes
of rice cultivars

Figure 2 shows the amounts of iron plaque (expressed
by DCB extractable Fe) formed on root surfaces, the
shoot height, root length, and total biomass of the 28
rice cultivars tested in this study. The amounts of DCB
extractable Fe of tested rice cultivars grown in culture
solutions with additional Fe ranged from 6.03 to
13.3 μmol Fe plant−1 (Fig. 2a). However, they were
relatively small grown in culture solutions without
additional Fe (data not shown). In addition, they were
not significantly different (P>0.05) between the ind-
ica and japonica rice cultivars. Nevertheless, ANOVA
revealed a significant effect (P<0.001) of rice cultivar
genotypes on the amounts of DCB extractable Fe of
roots in both with and without additional Fe treat-
ments. The genotypes of TS 2 and TCSY 962021 were
selected to represent high and low capability of iron
plaque formation respectively from indica cultivars.
Another two genotypes representing high and low

capability of iron plaque formation, TK 9 and TY 3,
were also selected from japonica cultivars for As up-
take experiments. We also found significant effects of
cultivar genotypes on shoot height, root length, and
total biomass (P<0.001). The relative percentages of
shoot height with additional Fe treatments compared
to control ranged from 86.9 % to 105.2 % in all tested
cultivars while the extent of inhibition by Fe on indica
cultivars was higher than that of Japonica (Fig. 2b).
The relative percentages of root length ranged from
69.3 % to 100 % while the extent of inhibition effect
by Fe on japonica was higher than indica (Fig. 2c). For
the total biomass, japonica was larger than indica and
the extent of inhibition effect by Fe on japonica was
higher than indica (Fig. 2d). We observed no signifi-
cant negative correlation (P<0.05) between the extent
of plant growth (shoot height, root length, and total
biomass) inhibition by the additional Fe treatment and
the amounts of iron plaque formation of all the
cultivars.

Iron plaque formation as effected by As

Figure 3 shows the amounts of iron plaque formed on
the roots of four tested cultivars grown in the culture
solutions with additional 100 mg L−1 Fe and with/with-
out the addition of As. The amounts of DCB extractable
Fe of roots of four tested cultivars followed the order of

Fig. 1 Fresh cross-sections
of adventitious roots of rice
(genotype TCN 1) grown in
modified Kimura B solu-
tions with additional
100 mg L−1 Fe (II) (a)
before (b) after DCB
extraction
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TK 9 >TY 3 and TS 2 > TCSY 962021 for japonica and
indica, respectively under the treatment without As ad-
dition (As0). The amounts of DCB extractable Fe were
increased as increase of amounts of As addition except
the TCSY 96201 cultivar under the addition of 0.5 mg
As L−1 treatment (Fig. 3). The extent of amounts of
DCB extractable Fe were increased 51.7, 77.2, 94.6,
and 57.9 % for TY 3, TK 9, TCSY 962021, and TS 2,
respectively under the addition of 1.0 mg As L−1 treat-
ment. Among the four tested cultivars, TK 9 had the
highest amounts of extractable Fe (0.88 mmol g−1 root
DW) without As addition and also the extent of increase
of amounts of extractable Fe (0.68 mmol g−1 root DW)
by addition of 1 mg L−1 of As.

Growth and As uptake by rice plants as effected by Fe
and As

Figure 4 shows the shoot height and root length of the
four rice cultivars under different Fe and As treatments.
It can be seen that the addition of 100 mg Fe L−1 into the
culture solutions significantly inhibited (P<0.05) the
growth of rice seedlings for all As treatments and tested
cultivars with the exception of shoot height of TY 3
treated with 0.5 mg As L−1 (Fig. 4a). Under the treat-
ments without Fe, the shoot height of all cultivars were
significantly decreased (P<0.05) byAs at 1 mg L−1. For
those with the treatment of an additional 100 mg L−1 Fe,
the growth of rice seedling was also inhibited by the
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Fig. 2 (a) The amounts of
DCB extractable Fe, (b)
shoot height, (c) root length,
and (d) total plant biomass
of 28 rice cultivars grown in
culture solutions with addi-
tional 100 mg Fe (II) L−1.
The percentages in the bars
are the values of additional
Fe treatments relative to
those without additional Fe
treatments (control). NS
indicates the difference in
the values between Fe treat-
ments was not significant
based on the LSD test
(P>0.05)
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addition of 1 mg L−1As. The shoot height of TY 3, TK
9, and TCSY 962021 and the root length of TCSY
962021 were significantly decreased (P<0.05).

Figure 5 shows the As contents in roots and shoots
of rice seedlings of four tested cultivars and indicates
that the As contents in the roots ranged from 3.5 to
23.8 μmol g−1 DW and those of the shoots were much
lower and ranged from 0.12 to 0.53 μmol g−1 DW. It
can be seen that the As content in both roots and

shoots were increased through the addition of As.
The extent of As increase in roots through the addition
of As was higher compared to those of shoots. The
levels of As accumulation in roots were 18.6–75.4
times higher than those of shoots, thereby implicating
the low translocation of As from roots to shoots and
that As had accumulated mainly in roots. Among the
four tested cultivars, japonica cultivars accumulated
higher amounts of As than indica in shoots for all Fe
and As addition treatments. Figure 5 also shows that at
the same levels of As, the addition of 100 mg L−1 Fe
decreased the As contents in roots and shoots of tested
cultivars with the exception of roots of TK 9 and TS 2
and shoots of TS 2 under the treatment of As
0.5 mg L−1. Under 1 mg As L−1 treatment, the As
contents in the root of TCSY 962021 and the shoot of
TY 3 were the highest in these cultivars.

Table 1 shows the As uptake and distribution in
iron plaque and plant tissues of rice seedlings grown in
the culture solutions containing 0.5 and 1 mg L−1 of
As as effected by Fe treatment. It indicates that As
sorbed on iron plaque and total uptake (including
adsorption on iron plaque and uptake by roots and
shoots) by plants increased through the addition of
100 mg Fe L−1 except the total uptake by TK 9 under
0.5 mg L−1 As treatment. However, the As uptake in
roots and shoots decreased through the addition of Fe

Japonica
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with the exception of shoots of TY 3 and TS 2 under
0.5 mg L−1 As treatment and roots of TY 3 under
1 mg L−1 As treatment. The results also showed that

there was an As distribution of 5–50 %, 40–90 %, and
2–13 % in iron plaques, roots and shoots respectively.
Although TK 9 had the highest iron plaque formation
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Table 1 The uptake and distribution of As in iron plaque, roots, and shoots of four rice cultivars grown in the culture solutions treated
with and without As and Fe

Cultivar Fe treatment
mg L−1

Total As uptakea nmol plant−1 Iron plaque Root Shoot Root + shoot

nmol As plant−1 (%)

0.5 mg As L−1 was added in the culture solutions

TY 3 +Fe0 94 12 (13) 71 (75) 11 (12) 82 (87)

+Fe100 96 26 (28) 58 (60) 12 (12) 69 (72)

TK 9 +Fe0 92 8.2 (8.9) 72 (78) 12 (13) 84 (91)

+Fe100 85 44 (52) 34 (40) 7.0 (8.2) 41 (48)

TCSY 962021 +Fe0 93 5.9 (6.4) 80 (86) 7.2 (7.7) 87 (94)

+Fe100 110 31 (28) 74 (67) 5.2 (4.7) 79 (72)

TS 2 +Fe0 90 6.6 (7.3) 79 (87) 5.2 (5.8) 84 (93)

+Fe100 98 25 (25) 68 (69) 6.0 (6.1) 74 (75)

1 mg As L−1 was added in the culture solutions

TY 3 +Fe0 161 8.9 (5.5) 139 (86) 13 (8.1) 152 (94)

+Fe100 214 62 (29) 143 (67) 8.9 (4.2) 151 (71)

TK 9 +Fe0 149 10 (6.7) 125 (84) 14 (9.2) 139 (93)

+Fe100 199 88 (44) 103 (52) 7.5 (3.8) 111 (56)

TCSY 962021 +Fe0 173 9.3 (5.4) 155 (90) 8.4 (4.9) 163 (95)

+Fe100 220 105 (48) 109 (50) 5.5 (2.5) 115 (52)

TS 2 +Fe0 189 11 (5.8) 171 (90) 7.1 (3.8) 178 (94)

+Fe100 213 86 (40) 122 (57) 5.1 (2.4) 127 (60)

a Total uptake included the amounts of As in iron plaque extracted by DCB solution, roots, and shoots. Values in parentheses are the
percentages of the total uptake. The effects of cultivar, Fe treatment, and Fe x cultivar interaction on As distribution were significant
according to ANOVA results (P<0.01)
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capability, the amount of As sorbed on iron plaque and
the extent of decrease of As uptake by roots and shoots
as affected by addition of 100 mg Fe L−1 were not the
largest under 1 mg L−1 As treatment. The correlation
between the amount of DCB extractable Fe and As of
roots of the tested cultivars shown in Fig. 6(a) was
much lower compared to that between DCB extract-
able Fe and P shown in Fig. 6(b).

Discussion

Iron plaque formation capability of the twenty-eight
genotypes of rice cultivars including one half as ja-
ponica and one half as indica was found to be different
among cultivars. The various amounts of iron plaque
formed on different rice cultivars implicated different
root oxidation ability of various rice genotypes. The
effect of genotypes on iron plaque formation on rice

was also found in previous studies (Geng et al. 2005;
Liu et al. 2004). Although iron plaque formation can
play a role in preventing iron toxicity (Chen et al.
1980; Green and Etherington 1977), the iron plaque
formation capability was not significantly correlated
with the tolerance of rice cultivars to Fe as demonstrated
by that no significantly negative correlation (P<0.05)
between the extent of plant growth (shoot height, root
length, and total biomass) inhibition by the additional Fe
treatment and the amounts of iron plaque formation of
all the cultivars in this study was observed.

We observed enhanced iron plaque formation caused
by the addition of As to the cultivars (Fig. 3). The ratios
of the increase of iron plaque (moles DCB extractable
Fe) formation to the moles of Fe or As added into the
culture solutions ranged from 0.2 to 0.47 for Fe; respec-
tive ratios for As ranged from 0.7 to 45. Seemingly, this
suggests that enhanced formation of iron plaque in
response to As stress was much stronger than to Fe
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stress; reasons why have yet to be determined. In addi-
tional, the mole ratios increase of Fe to As in iron plaque
of tested cultivars were higher than 8 and up to 57.
Although no direct mineralogical measurements were
made, the higher Fe/As ratios in iron plaque than those
of common Fe-As minerals [1, 3, and 0.5 for arsenopy-
rite (FeAsS), tennantite((Cu,Fe)12As4S13) and oregonite
(Ni2FeAs2), respectively] might suggest that the en-
hancement of iron plaque formation by As was not
mainly caused by the precipitation of Fe-As minerals.
Mishra et al. (2011) reported that feeding arsenite
caused oxidative stress (increase in free radicals) in rice
seedlings, an increase in the level of many enzymatic
and non-enzymatic antioxidants, and the synthesis of
phytochelatin, which mitigates arsenite-induced oxida-
tive damage. They also demonstrated that the addition
of As increases O2

.−and H2O2 in both root and shoot
tissue. This plant response as one of mechanisms for As
detoxification by rice might happen and these free rad-
icals as well as O2 might be released outward from the
roots and caused oxidation of Fe (II) to Fe (III) on the
root surfaces and subsequent formation of iron plaque.
In addition, there was a significant effect of rice geno-
type on the amount of iron plaque induced by As,
thereby implying that the As-induced oxidation ability
of roots differed among rice cultivars. It was shown that
in synthetic systems with ferrihydrite (which is the
predominant Fe (hydr)oxide in iron plaque), the Fe-Fe
correlations in ferrihydrite are progressively disrupted
which slows the transformation from poorly-crystalline
ferrihydrite to a more crystalline Fe phase like goethite
or magnetite as the As/Fe ratio in solution is increased
(Waychunas et al. 1993). Hence, the possibility that the
enhancement of DCB-extractable Fe with increasing As
is due to changes in the surface chemistry of the Fe
oxide in iron plaque. In addition, a synergistic effect of
As(III) and Fe(II) sorption onto goethite was observed at
a total As(III) concentration of 1000 μM (Dixit and
Hering 2006). Moreover, it is possible that the addition
of As promoted the oxidation of Fe(II) to form goethite,
as has been seen for other anions like molybdate (Cornell
and Schwertmann 2003). The above mentioned Fe-As
chemico-physical interactions are also possible reasons
for explaining the enhancement of iron plaque formation
by addition of As.

The addition of Fe caused an increase in As distri-
bution in iron plaque (from <13 % to 25–52 %). The
As contents in roots and shoots of rice decreased
through addition of Fe resulting iron plaque formation

for four tested cultivars (Figs. 3 and 5b). These two
observations suggest that iron plaque appears to be
able to sequestrate As; this has been reported in pre-
vious studies (e.g. Hu et al. 2005; Wu et al. 2012). It
was hypothesized that higher amounts of iron plaque
formed would increase As retention by iron plaque
and therefore decrease the As uptake by rice. Howev-
er, the cultivar TK 9, with the highest amounts of iron
plaque formation among the four tested cultivars in
this study, actually did not have the largest amounts of
As retention by iron plaque and the corresponding
decrease in As content and uptake by roots and shoots
under all treatments. This suggests that the disparities
in iron plaque formation capability do not reflect the
difference in As retention capability among rice culti-
vars. The extent of As decrease in roots and shoots by
iron plaque was not solely dependent on the amounts
of iron plaque formation of rice cultivars. Further-
more, it was observed that a correlation between
amounts of DCB extractable Fe and As of roots of
tested cultivars was much lower than that between
DCB extractable Fe and P in this study, suggesting
that As sorption behavior by iron plaque was different
from that of P and the binding affinity of iron plaque
for As varied among different cultivars. Our results
differed from those of Hu et al. (2005) who found that
the correlation of both amounts of As and P with Fe in
the iron plaque was extremely high for the rice culti-
vars they tested.

From this study, we found that As can induce iron
plaque formation and iron plaque can sequestrate As
for tested cultivars. In addition, As retention on iron
plaque and decreased As uptake by rice plants varied
among rice cultivars. We also found that reducing As
uptake by rice cultivars was determined by other fac-
tors in addition to iron plaque formation capability.
Seyfferth et al. (2010; 2011) also discovered that iron
plaque is not a direct interceptor of As uptake by rice
through various optical observation methods. Thus,
simply evaluating iron plaque formation capability of
rice cultivars may be insufficient to ultimately predict
their ability to reduce As uptake. The differences in
the binding affinity of iron plaque to As (Raven et al.
1998), As species existing in rhizosphere (Wu et al.
2011a), pathways of As uptake (Abedin et al. 2002;
Ma et al. 2008; Wu et al. 2011b), uptake capability of
various As species (Arao et al. 2011; Deng et al. 2010)
by various rice cultivars may complicate the effect of
iron plaque formation on As uptake. This requires
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further investigation in order to ultimately select rice
cultivars with the lowest As uptake and thus reduce
the risk associated with rice consumption.
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