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Abstract
In this study, polyethylene oxide (PEO)/polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) nanocomposite films 
incorporated with different concentrations of graphene oxide nanoparticles (GO NPs) were 
fabricated and characterized. The nanocomposites were characterized by XRD, FT-IR, 
optical spectroscopy, tensile testing, and electrical conductivity. The X-ray results suggest 
that adding of GO to PEO/PVA improves their compatibility and causes a decrease in the 
degree of crystallinity. The FT-IR spectra suggest the creation of stronger hydrogen bonds 
between the PEO/PVA polymeric chains and the GO as a filler. The absorbance spectra 
show increased UV-vis absorbance after adding GO nanopowders. The Tauc equation was 
used to calculate the optical band gap (Eg) which increased after adding GO nanopowders. 
The mechanical and electrical properties of the samples are also studied. The results reveal 
that incorporating GO led to an overall reinforcing effect on the mechanical and dielectric 
properties. Moreover, the frequency of the electric field, the concentrations of the GO 
NPs, and interfacial interactions between GO and the polymer matrix were identified as 
important factors that can influence the dielectric property of the nanocomposite. In ad-
dition, the relationship between Z’ and Z’’ of the PEO/PVA-GO films provided important 
insights into the electrical behavior. The best PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposite sample shows 
potential for various applications, including electronics, battery energy storage and engi-
neering field.

Keywords  PEO/PVA · GO nanopowders · XRD · FT-IR · Mechanical testing · 
Dielectric permittivity
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1  Introduction

Polymer nanocomposites consist of a polymer matrix with small nanoparticles dispersed 
throughout the matrix at nanoscale levels as metal oxides and graphene oxide (Elashmawi 
and Al-Muntaser 2021; Tanaka et al. 2004; Abdelghany et al. 2023; Huang et al. 2020). 
Polymer nanocomposites exhibit several unique properties not found in traditional poly-
mers or inorganic materials. Some of these properties of polymer nanocomposites include 
enhanced mechanical, improved thermal, and electrical properties (Althubiti et al. 2022; 
Al-Farraj et al. 2018; Sharma et al. 2018). Polymer nanocomposites can potentially find 
applications in diverse fields owing to their unique properties and characteristics (Chiu et al. 
2018; Ibrahim et al. 2023). The dispersion of the nanoparticles in the polymer blends is also 
an important factor that affects the properties of the nanocomposite (Hameed et al. 2022; 
Menazea et al. 2020; Sreekanth et al. 2019).

Polyethylene oxide (PEO) is a water-soluble polymer with excellent film-forming prop-
erties. When combined with graphene oxide, PEO can act as a dispersant, improving the 
dispersion and stability of graphene oxide in water-based solutions (Olabi et al. 2021). 
Polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) is widely used in various applications due to its unique properties 
(Mousa 2022; Aassar et al. 2023; Alibwaini et al. 2021). PVA is known for its excellent film-
forming properties, this attribute makes polymer nanocomposites suitable and able to be 
employed for various applications, like coatings, adhesives, and packaging materials. It is 
also known for its high tensile strength, flexibility, and barrier properties, making it useful in 
textiles, paper, and food packaging applications. PVA also can form strong hydrogen bonds, 
which gives it excellent mechanical properties and makes it useful in applications such as 
textiles and paper. Its ability to form hydrogen bonds also allows it to act as a stabilizing 
agent in emulsions and suspensions.

PEO/PVA blend is a combination of two water-soluble polymers, PEO and PVA, which 
exhibits improved mechanical properties compared to individual polymers. The blend is 
formed by mixing PEO and PVA in a solvent (Elashmawi et al. 2022). The PEO/PVA blend 
combines the unique properties of both polymers, including excellent film-forming proper-
ties, high tensile strength, and good compatibility. The blend exhibits better mechanical 
properties than individual polymers.

Graphene oxide (GO) is a two-dimensional material that is derived from graphene 
through a process known as oxidation (Aparna Nair et al. 2023; Oh et al. 2023; Zankana et 
al. 2023; Elashmawi et al. 2014). GO exhibits several unique properties that make it use-
ful in various applications. GO has high mechanical strength and electrical properties. In 
energy storage, the high conductivity and surface area of GO make it suitable for use as an 
electrode material in batteries.

The latest research in polymeric nanocomposite films involves incorporating graphene 
oxide (GO) nanopowder into the PEO/PVA polymer blend as a good example of a homo-
geneous and compatible polymer. This combination offers exciting possibilities to enhance 
the properties of the composite material as GO nanopowder acts as a strengthening agent, 
improving structural properties, mechanical strength and good electrical conductivity. In 
addition, the unique interfacial interactions between PEO, PVA, and GO NPs contribute 
to enhanced compatibility and dispersion. This newest PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposite 
shows great potential for various applications, including electronics, energy storage, and 
engineering.
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The work aims to prepare and characterize PEO/PVA nanocomposites, incorporated with 
graphene oxide nanoparticles (GO NPs) using the casting method. The nanocomposites will 
be characterized using various techniques. The mechanical and electrical properties of the 
nanocomposites are studied. The results bring to light the potential of GO as a reinforcing 
and enhancing agent for PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposites in different applications.

2  Experimental

2.1  Materials

Polyethylene oxide (PEO) used in this study was sourced from ACROS (New Jersey, USA) 
and had a molecular weight of 900,000 g/mol. Polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) with a molecular 
weight of 14,000 g/mol was procured from E-Merck (Germany). The nanopowders of Gra-
phene oxide (GO) were provided by Sigma-Aldrich.

To prepare PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposites, three grams of PEO and one gram of PVA 
were dissolved separately in distilled water at 25 °C under constant stirring for 4 h. Various 
contents (0.2, 0.4, 0.6, and 0.8 wt%) of graphene oxide (GO) were added to the PEO/PVA 
blend solution and sonicated for 4 h to ensure complete dispersion of GO in the solution. 
The PEO/PVA blend solution containing GO was mixed under constant stirring for about 
10 min. Afterward, the PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposite solution was poured into a petri dish. 
Then, it was left to air-dry at 48 °C for 36 h to remove solvent and moisture. The PEO/PVA-
GO nanocomposite samples were obtained with thickness ∼200 ± 5 μm.

X-ray diffraction (XRD) scans were measured using a DIANO corporation instrument 
that was equipped with a CuKα radiation source (λ = 1.540 Å). The tube was operated 
at 15  kV, and the Bragg angle 2θ = 10–80°. The FT-IR spectrometer with a single beam 
was used in the measurement using a JASCO FT-IR-430 in the range of wavenumber 
4000 − 400 cm− 1. A Jasco V-630 spectrophotometer was employed to measure the absor-
bance UV-Vis spectra in the 190–1000 nm range. The Lloyd LRX5K mechanical testing 
machine was a computer-controlled machine used for mechanical testing. The samples were 
subjected to tensile forces during the testing process at a 2 mm/min rate. An LCR meter was 
employed to measure the samples’ dielectric properties and electrical conductivity, with AC 
measurements taken over a frequency range spanning 0.1 Hz to 10 MHz.

3  Results and discussion

3.1  X-ray diffraction

The X-ray diffraction (XRD) of the PEO/PVA blend doped with varying concentrations of 
GO NPs, within the scanning range of 2θ = 5° to 80°, is depicted in Fig. 1. The most promi-
nent peak in the XRD spectrum of PEO is typically located at around 2θ ∼19.09°. This peak 
corresponds to the (110) crystal plane of the PEO crystal lattice and is used to calculate the 
interplanar spacing, or d-spacing, of the crystal structure. The d-spacing of PEO is typically 
around 4.5 Å, which is consistent with the distance between adjacent polymer chains in the 
crystalline regions. The diffraction peaks of PEO occur at 2θ values of 19.09°, 23.05°, and 
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26.4°, which correspond to the (120), (112), and (222) crystal planes (hkl), respectively 
(Basfer 2023; Huang et al. 2017).

The XRD spectrum of PVA typically shows a broad, diffuse peak centered on 2θ = 20–25 
degrees. This peak is characteristic of the amorphous region of the PVA polymer and indi-
cates that PVA does not have a well-defined crystal structure in the amorphous region. The 
broadness of the peak suggests that the polymer chains are randomly oriented and disor-
dered in the amorphous region.

The XRD spectrum of the PEO/PVA polymer blend typically shows a combination of the 
characteristic peaks of both polymers. The PEO peaks are typically sharp and well-defined, 
indicating the presence of well-defined crystalline regions, while the PVA peaks are broader 
and less well-defined, indicating a more disordered structure. The most prominent peak in 
the XRD spectrum of the PEO/PVA blend typically corresponds to the (110) crystal plane 
of the PEO crystal lattice, which calculates the crystal structure’s interplanar spacing, or 
d-spacing. In addition to the (110) peak, the XRD spectrum of the PEO/PVA blend may also 
show peaks corresponding to the crystalline regions of both polymers.

The XRD spectrum of a PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposite typically shows a combination 
of the characteristic peaks of the polymer matrix and graphene. The peaks of the polymer 
matrix are typically sharp and well-defined, while the peaks of GO are broad and less well-
defined. In addition to the (110) peak, the XRD spectrum of the PEO/PVA-GO nanocom-
posite may show additional peaks corresponding to graphene.

The XRD diffraction of pure graphite shows a strong peak at 2θ = 26.5°, corresponding to 
the (002) plane of the graphite crystal lattice. This peak indicates the highly ordered stack-
ing of graphene layers in graphite, with a d-spacing of 3.5 Å. A small peak is also observed 
at 2θ = 54.5°, corresponding to the (004) plane with a d-spacing of 1.9 Å. The XRD of GO 
shows a peak at 2θ = 13.9° (Parvathi et al. 2023; Sappani Muthu et al. 2022), that disrupts the 
highly ordered stacking of graphene layers. The observed peak corresponds to a d-spacing 
of 8.9 Å, significantly greater than the d-spacing of pure graphite.

Fig. 1  The X-ray diffraction 
(XRD) patterns of the PEO/
PVA blend doped with varying 
concentrations of GO NPs
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The XRD spectrum of PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposites may show an increase in the inten-
sity of the polymer blend peaks with the addition of GO. The degree of these changes 
can offer insights into the interaction between the nanocomposites, including the level of 
exfoliation or aggregation of GO within the PEO/PVA material. The results suggest that 
introducing GO to a PEO/PVA polymer blend enhances the interconnectivity between the 
polymeric chains. This is due to the presence of bonds in GO interacting with the polymeric 
chains, which enhances the compatibility of the samples. Additionally, the existence of GO 
may reinforce the interaction between the PEO/PVA blend and GO, causing a decrease in 
the crystalline phase of PEO in the nanocomposites. This may cause an increase in the con-
ductivity of the nanocomposites.

3.2  FT-IR

The FT-IR spectra of the PEO/PVA blend doped with varying concentrations of GO NPs are 
depicted in Fig. 2.

The FT-IR spectrum of PEO typically shows several characteristic bands, corresponding 
to various functional groups on the polymer blend chain. The FT-IR spectrum of PEO exhib-
its a band centered at 3303 cm− 1, which corresponds to the O-H stretching vibrations of any 
residual solvent present in the sample. The primary bands of the FT-IR spectrum are gener-
ally situated around 3909 cm− 1, which corresponds to the C-H stretching vibrations of the 
polymer backbone, and within the range of 1250 − 1080 cm− 1, due to the C-O. Additionally, 
the band centered at 1736 cm− 1 corresponds to the C = O stretching vibrations of any resid-
ual ester end groups in the sample. The FT-IR spectrum also shows CH2 scissoring mode at 
1464 cm− 1, CH2 wagging mode at 1338 cm− 1, and CH2 twisting mode at 1246 cm− 1.

Furthermore, PEO’s characteristic C-O-C stretching absorption bands are present at 
1141 cm− 1 and 1092 cm− 1. The spectrum displays CH2 rocking modes at 942 cm− 1 and 
832 cm− 1 and a C-O-C bending mode at 526 cm− 1. The formation of these end groups dur-
ing the synthesis or processing of PEO can potentially influence the properties of the blend. 
The FT-IR spectrum of PVA may exhibit bands within the range of 3200–3600 cm-1, which 

Fig. 2  The FT-IR spectra of the 
PEO/PVA blend doped with 
varying concentrations of GO 
NPs

 

1 3

Page 5 of 14  508

RETRACTED A
RTIC

LE



N. Al-Harbi

correspond to the O-H stretching vibrations of the hydroxyl groups present in the polymer 
chain. This band is usually broader than the C-O stretching band and may display splitting 
or shifting. The FT-IR spectrum of pure PVA displays characteristic absorption peaks at 
3580, 2974, 1741, 1570, 1460, and 845 cm–1. The absorption bands at 1741 and 1570 cm–1 
correspond to the stretching vibrations of C = O. The 1460 cm–1 band is associated with 
the bending vibrations of the C–H group. The absorption bands at 1400 and 1300 cm–1 are 
attributed to the wagging vibrations of C–H and CH2, respectively. The band at 1140 cm–1 
is present due to the stretching vibrations of C–O–C and C–O, while the bands at 910 and 
838  cm–1 are due to the stretching vibration mode of C–C and out-of-plane bending in 
O–H, respectively. The primary bands of GO are typically observed within the range of 
3000–3600 cm− 1, which is assigned to the O-H function groups, and within the range of 
1700–1800 cm− 1, which is attributed to the C = O carboxyl groups.

The FT-IR spectrum of PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposites shows characteristic bands of all 
three materials. The bands of the polymer backbones are generally found within the range 
of 2880–3300 cm− 1, corresponding to the C-H stretching modes, while the ether and alcohol 
groups in the polymer chains typically exhibit bands in the range of 1100–1300 cm− 1, cor-
responding to the C-O stretching modes. The FT-IR spectrum of the PEO/PVA-GO nano-
composites may also exhibit bands in 1600–1700 cm− 1, due to the C = O mode of carboxylic 
groups on the surface of the GO. These bands can provide insights into the extent of func-
tionalization and oxidation of the GO in the nanocomposites. Additionally, the PEO/PVA-
GO nanocomposites’ FT-IR spectrum may show bands that indicate the interaction between 
the GO and the polymer chains. The intensity and position of the C-O stretching band can 
provide information about the degree of hydrogen bonding between the GO and the PEO 
and PVA chains.

3.3  Optical study

The absorbance spectra of a PEO/PVA incorporated by different contents of GO are shown 
in Fig. 3. PEO and PVA are transparent polymers that absorb minimally in the visible region. 
Hence, the PEO/PVA blend is also expected to be transparent, with low absorbance in the 
visible range. An absorption band is observed at around 198 nm due to π-π* transitions of 

Fig. 3  The absorbance UV-
Visible spectra of PEO/PVA-GO 
nanocomposites
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the C-O bonds and the absorbance is around 248 nm due to n-π* transitions of the C = O 
bonds. In the PEO/PVA blend, these absorption bands will likely overlap and broaden, 
resulting in a broad absorbance shoulder in the UV region (below 285 nm). The absorbance 
in the visible region (above 390 nm) is likely to remain very low, indicating the transparency 
of the blend films. However, the absorbance may increase gradually with wavelength due to 
Rayleigh scattering effects.

Several changes in the absorbance spectra could be observed when the PEO/PVA blend 
is doped with GO. Absorbance is likely to increase across the UV-vis region due to light 
absorption by the GO sheets. GO exhibits strong light absorption across the UV-vis and 
near-IR regions due to its extensive system of π-conjugated bonds.

The absorption band is attributed to π-π* transitions of aromatic C-C bonds. This band is 
characteristic of GO and is typically used to determine the concentration of GO in solution. 
A shoulder around appears due to n-π* transitions of C = O groups on GO indicating the 
extent of oxidation of GO. The absorption bands broaden and red-shift with an increasing 
degree of oxidation of GO due to introducing more functional groups. The Tauc method 
determines the optical band gap (Eg). The absorbance coefficient (α) using Beer’s law is 
given from:

	
α =

2.303A
d

� (4)

where A is the absorbance and d is sample thickness.
To calculate the bandgap (Eg) of a material based on its absorption spectrum in high 

absorption zones, where the material absorbs a significant amount of light, Tauc’s equa-
tion can be used. Tauc’s equation relates the absorption coefficient (α) of a material to its 
bandgap energy (Eg) and a constant (A) (Raghuvanshi et al. 2012; Elashmawi and Menazea 
2019):

	 αhν = A(hν − Eg)
n � (5)

where α is the absorption coefficient, hν  is the photon energy of the incident light, and n is 
a constant that depends on the nature of the electronic transition involved (n = 12for direct 
bandgap materials and n = 2 for indirect bandgap materials).

Figure 4 shows the plotting between (αhν )1/2 as a function of hν  for PEO/PVA nano-
composites. Extrapolating the linear portion of the resulting curve to the x-axis (i.e., αhν = 0) 
can determine the direct bandgap energy (Eg). For GO, the optical band gap is typically in 
the range of 2.5–3.1 eV. In PEO/PVA-GO, the band gap will decrease due to the quantum 
confinement effect from 5.81 eV for PEO/PVA blend to 5.66 eV for PEO/PVA doped 0.8 
wt%. The gradual decrease in Eg depends on the ratio of GO. As reduction proceeds, Eg will 
decrease due to the restoration of sp2 domains.

3.4  Mechanical study

The mechanical properties of PEO/PCA-GO nanocomposites with different graphene oxide 
(GO) concentrations are evaluated using a universal testing machine. The purpose of the 
testing is to explore how the treatment of GO impacts the mechanical properties of the 
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prepared nanocomposites. The universal testing machine is a frequently employed tool for 
evaluating the mechanical characteristics of materials, such as tensile strength, elastic mod-
ulus, and strain to failure.

The elastic modulus is calculated as the slope of the linear region of the stress-strain 
curve, often referred to as the “elastic” or “linear” region. The elastic modulus represents 
the stiffness of the material and its ability to resist deformation under an applied load. The 
tensile strength is the highest stress value obtained from the stress-strain curve, attributed 
to the point where the material fractures or breaks. The strain to failure is the maximum 
strain value obtained from the stress-strain curve, attributed to the point where the material 
fractures or breaks. The strain to failure provides an indication of the ability of the material 
to deform before it fractures or breaks.

Figure 5 shows the stress-strain curve of PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposites with different 
contents of graphene oxide, specifically at 0.2, 0.4, 0.6, and 0.8 GO wt% of composite. The 

Fig. 5  The relation between 
tensile stress–strain behavior 
of the PEO/PVA blend doped 
with varying concentrations of 
GO NPs

 

Fig. 4  The relation between 
(αhν)1/2 as a function 
of hν  of PEO/PVA-GO 
nanocomposites

 

1 3

508  Page 8 of 14

RETRACTED A
RTIC

LE



Spectroscopic, optical, mechanical, and electrical characterization of…

findings illustrated in the figure and Table 1 suggest that the inclusion of GO resulted in a 
strengthening effect on the tensile stress, elastic modulus, and strain to failure of the PEO/
PVA-GO samples.

The results indicate that increasing GO filler led to an increase in the elastic modulus. 
This can be attributed to the orientation of GO within the sample during tensile testing, 
which resulted in improved reinforcement. Once the sample fractured, the reinforcing fillers 
remained intact, demonstrating the significant improvement in adhesion between the GO 
and matrix that was achieved through polymer grafting from the surface of GO.

3.5  Dielectric study

Figure 6 displays the relation between the dielectric constant (ε’) and Log (f) of the PEO/
PVA-GO nanocomposites at room temperature. The dielectric constant of the PEO/PVA-
GO nanocomposite is an important electrical property that several factors can influence 
(Zhou et al. 2013; Hemalatha et al. 2015). Adding GO NPs to the PEO/PVA blend can 
enhance the nanocomposite’s dielectric constant due to GO’s high permittivity. The permit-
tivity of GO is much higher than that of PEO and PVA, which can increase the dielectric 
constant. Moreover, the interfacial interactions between GO and the blend generate interfa-
cial dipoles, which result in an increase in the dielectric constant after the addition of GO. 
At low frequencies, the dielectric constant is mainly determined by the polarization of the 
polymer matrix and the interfacial polarization between the polymer matrix and the GO 

Table 1  Elastic modulus, Tensile strength, and Strain to failure determined from stress-strain curve relations
Samples Elastic Modulus (Mpa) Tensile Strength (Mpa) Strain to failure (%)
PEO/PVA 90 16.61 34.77
0.3 286 20.28 40.95
0.4 289 26.42 40.46
0.6 291 28.38 41.44
0.8 306 29.07 40.95

Fig. 6  The relation between 
dielectric constant (ε’) and Log 
f of the PEO/PVA blend doped 
with varying concentrations of 
GO NPs
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NPs (Elashmawi et al. 2022, 2023). However, at high frequencies, the dielectric constant is 
primarily governed by the orientation of the dipoles in the material and the conductivity of 
the polymer matrices.

The dielectric constant of PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposites is an important electrical prop-
erty that several factors, including the composition and structure of the nanocomposite, can 
influence. The addition of GO NPs to the PEO/PVA blend can enhance of ε’ due to the high 
permittivity of GO NPs. The permittivity of GO is much higher than that of PEO and PVA, 
which can increase the nanocomposite’s overall dielectric constant.

The frequency of the electric field is another important factor that can affect the dielec-
tric constant of the nanocomposites. At low frequencies, the dielectric constant is mainly 
governed by the polarization of the polymer matrix and the interfacial polarization between 
the polymer matrix and the GO NPs. At high frequencies, however, the dielectric constant is 
dominated by the orientation of the dipoles in the material and the conductivity of the poly-
mer matrix. The dielectric constant of PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposites can also be affected 
by the concentration of GO NPs. At low concentrations. The dielectric constant may not 
change significantly with the addition of GO. Still, the dielectric constant can increase sig-
nificantly at higher concentrations due to the formation of conductive networks between the 
GO NPs (Elashmawi et al. 2017).

Figure 7 illustrates the relation between dielectric loss (ε’’) and Log f of the PEO/PVA 
blend doped with varying concentrations of GO NPs at room temperature. Dielectric loss 
(ε’’) refers to the energy loss in a material when subjected to an alternating electrical field 
and is proportional to Z’’. The logarithm of frequency (Log f) is a metric that describes how 
the material’s dielectric properties are affected by frequency changes (Alshammari 2022; 
Ahamad and Ahmed 2023). The relationship between ε’’ and Log f of the PEO/PVA blend 
doped with GO NPs will depend on various factors, such as the concentration and size of 
the NPs and the characteristics of the polymer matrix. For example, increasing the concen-
tration of GO NPs causes an increase in ε’’ with frequency. The shape of the ε’’ vs. Log f 
curve can provide information about the mechanism of charge transport in the material. For 
example, a peak in the curve at a certain frequency may indicate the presence of a relaxation 

Fig. 7  The relation between 
dielectric loss (ε’’) and Log f 
of the PEO/PVA blend doped 
with varying concentrations of 
GO NPs
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process, such as the movement of the PEO/PVA chains or the polarization of GO in response 
to the electrical field.

The relationship between the real (Z’) and imaginary (Z’’) components can provide 
important insights into the electrical properties of the composite material. Figure 8 shows 
the plot between Z’ and Z’’ of the PEO/PVA blend doped with varying concentrations of 
GO NPs. The real component (Z’) of the impedance represents the resistance of the mate-
rial to the flow of electrical current, while the imaginary component (Z’’) represents the 
capacitance and/or inductance of the material. When a material is subjected to an alternat-
ing electrical field, these components can change in response to the frequency of the field. 
This can reveal information regarding the electrical properties of the nanocomposites. The 
observed relationship between Z’ and Z’’ of the PEO/PVA blend doped with GO NPs will 
depend on various factors and the characteristics of the polymer matrix. Finally, increasing 
GO NP concentration can increase the material’s conductivity. This, in turn, can cause the 
Z’ component to decrease and the Z’’ component to increase.

4  Conclusion

The conclusion of this work indicates that the XRD of pure GO shows a highly ordered 
stacking of graphene layers with a d-spacing of 3.5 Å and a more disordered and amorphous 
structure with a d-spacing of 8.9 Å. The XRD spectrum of a PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposite 
shows a combination of the characteristic peaks of the polymeric matrices and graphene, 
with changes in the intensity indicating the interaction between graphene and the polymer 
blend. This leads to a reduction in the degree of crystallinity and a decrease in the size of the 
crystalline regions. The FT-IR spectrum of the PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposites exhibit bands 
in 1600–1700 cm− 1, due to the C = O mode of carboxylic groups on the surface of the GO. 
The UV-vis absorbance increased in the absorbance spectra after adding GO. The optical 
band gap vales (Eg) were decreased due to the quantum confinement effect from 5.81 eV for 
PEO/PVA blend to 5.66 eV for PEO/PVA doped 0.8 wt%. The mechanical study revealed 
that incorporating GO causes a reinforcing effect on the tensile stress, elastic modulus, and 
failure of the nanocomposites. The frequency of the electric field and concentration of GO 

Fig. 8  The plot between the real 
component (Z’) and imaginary 
component (Z’’) of the PEO/
PVA blend doped with varying 
concentrations of GO NPs
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NPs were identified as important factors that can influence the dielectric properties of the 
nanocomposite. The results highlight the potential of GO as a reinforcing and enhancing 
agent for PEO/PVA-GO nanocomposites in various applications.
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