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Abstract This paper presents a novel multi-variable
high-order sliding mode quasi-optimal control method
for unmanned helicopters. In order to facilitate the the-
oretical design and engineering implementation, the
control system is divided into attitude and position sub-
system, and the latter is further subdivided into two
parts, horizontal and vertical position control. Then the
multi-variable adaptive high-order continuous sliding
mode controllers are designed for attitude and posi-
tion, respectively, based on integral sliding mode sur-
face. A new quadratic performance index is proposed
in the design process, which enables the control sys-
tem to converge in finite time, and the convergence
rate can be adjusted by control parameters. Finally, the
effectiveness and robustness of the proposed method
are verified and compared with existing literature by
simulation and practical experiments. The comparison
results show that the proposed method has higher track-
ing accuracy and better robustness.
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1 Introduction

Due to their unique flight capabilities such as vertical
take-off and landing, hovering and strong maneuver-
ability, unmanned helicopters have received continu-
ous attention and research from scholars in the past
decades, and have shown wide application prospects in
military and civil fields. A stable and reliable flight
control system is an important prerequisite for the
application of various unmanned helicopters. With the
rapid expansion of the application field, the demand
for autonomous flight technology of unmanned heli-
copter is higher. For example, customers not only need
stable and reliable flight control system, but also need
unmanned helicopters with higher response speed and
stronger anti-interference ability to perform specific
missions in harsher environment. Therefore, it is of
great academic significance and application value to
explore autonomous flight control system of unmanned
helicopter with stronger control performance.

In recent years, researchers have devoted a lot of
efforts to the autonomous flight control technology of
unmanned helicopter, which has provided a great deal
of valuable experience. Because small unmanned heli-
copter is a nonlinear, high-order and highly coupled
complex model, it is very difficult to obtain its accurate
nonlinear model, lots of researchers use PID control
method to design the flight control system. Researchers
from Applied Nonlinear Controls Lab (ANCL) of Uni-
versity of Alberta have designed an attitude controller
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for unmanned helicopter by combining PID control
and feedforward control, and verified it in real flight
[12]. Then, the researchers further add position con-
trol in [29] and conduct detailed stability analysis by
using Lyapunov theory. Finally, the effectiveness is ver-
ified by actual flight experiment. However, the tradi-
tional PID control method has poor robustness to model
uncertainties and external disturbances. Therefore, one
of the aims of this paper is to improve the robustness
of the closed-loop system by combining sliding mode
control with optimal control theory [40].

Linear control method plays an important role in
the design of flight control system and is widely used in
various aircrafts [8,9,20]. One of the unavoidable prob-
lems in the design of unmanned helicopter control sys-
tem using H oo control technology is the high order of
controller, which leads to the difficulty in engineering
application. A hierarchical control structure is designed
for a small unmanned helicopter in [35]. The inner loop
adopts Hoo control to stabilize the attitude, and the
outer loop uses PI controller to track the reference posi-
tion, reducing the order of the whole system. Of all H co
methods, loop shaping is widely favored due to its sim-
ple design process. A hover controller is designed using
extended loop shaping in [31,32] and good simulation
results are achieved, but the unmanned helicopter can
only fly autonomously under flight modes of hovering
and low forward speed. In addition, linear control meth-
ods suchas LQR [19,27],LQG [25,36] and LPV [4,17]
are also widely used in autonomous flight of unmanned
helicopters. However, linear control method must rely
on the model linearized at the equilibrium point, only
the autonomous flight near the equilibrium point can be
guaranteed theoretically, which limits the large enve-
lope flight of the unmanned helicopter, leading to rel-
atively conservative control performance. On the con-
trary, the proposed method makes full use of the high
maneuverability of the unmanned helicopter, resulting
in a larger flight envelope of the control system, which
breaks away from the limit of the equilibrium point.

Because of the advantages of simple structure and
small amount of calculation, backstepping control is
widely used in autonomous flight of unmanned heli-
copter, and can be combined with other nonlinear
control methods [1,3,6,7,21,28,37,43,44]. In [37],
the attitude control system is designed by combin-
ing backstepping control and adaptive technology with
unknown system parameters, which is proved to be
asymptotically stable by Lyapunov stability theory,
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and the effectiveness is verified by simulation and
actual flight experiments.The authors of [14,21] regard
model uncertainty and external disturbance as lumped
unknown disturbance, and design an autonomous flight
controller combining backstepping control and nonlin-
ear disturbance observer. The adaptive backstepping
controller of unmanned helicopter is also designed by
combining backstepping control with adaptive radial
basis function neural network (RBFNN) using online
parameter updating law with the least parameters in
[41]. Although this method significantly reduces the
computational burden of the control system, the cost is
the loss of partial robustness.

In order to obtain faster dynamic response and more
robust control performance, many researchers turn their
attention to finite time and sliding mode control meth-
ods [5,13,16,26,30]. In [18], the finite-time stability
of the trajectory tracking control system of unmanned
helicopter is studied, and the finite-time convergence
of the system is guaranteed by combining sliding mode
observer and hybrid active disturbance rejection tech-
nology. In [34], adaptive finite time control and radial
basis function neural network are combined to study
the formation reconstruction of unmanned helicopters.
The authors of [5] provide a novel second-order slid-
ing mode control strategy worth learning, which can
avoid overestimation of sliding mode gain and does not
need the boundedness of the derivatives of uncertain-
ties. In the case of constrained state, the application of
robust fractional sliding mode control in autonomous
flight of unmanned helicopter in uncertain environment
is studied in [15]. In [38], a combination of contin-
uous terminal sliding mode control and disturbance
observer is adopted to focus on the autonomous landing
of an unmanned helicopter on a moving ship. High-
order sliding mode observer is used to estimate the
concentrated interference in [39], and then a compos-
ite controller is designed by combining hybrid dynamic
inverse and non-singular terminal sliding mode control.
Finally, the asymptotic convergence of tracking error is
obtained even in the presence of time-varying interfer-
ence. Although the above researches can achieve finite
time convergence, they cannot constrain or control the
convergence speed of the system, and the problem of
overestimation of adaptive sliding mode gain has not
been effectively solved. In view of these shortcomings,
a new solution is proposed in this paper and verified by
simulation and practical experiment.
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In order to improve the robustness of unmanned heli-
copter in autonomous flight to parametric and exter-
nal uncertainties without knowing the boundedness
of uncertainties and avoid overestimation of adaptive
gain, a multi-variable adaptive high-order sliding mode
quasi-optimal control (AHOSMQC) is proposed in this
paper. First of all, the main rotor flapping motion of
unmanned helicopter is analyzed and simplified, then
the position and attitude dynamics are expressed as
multi-variable integral chain with additive and mul-
tiplicative uncertainties, and the proposed method is
applied, respectively. Finally, the feasibility and robust-
ness of the proposed method is verified by digital sim-
ulation and actual flight experiments. The main high-
lights of this paper are summarized as follows.

Firstly, a multi-variable adaptive high-order slid-
ing mode controller is proposed based on redesigned
quadratic performance index and multi-variable finite-
time control law. Different from previous literature,
it is quasi-optimal and the convergence speed can be
adjusted by control parameter, resulting in a faster con-
vergence rate. Moreover, the chattering phenomenon
can be effectively eliminated by the proposed high-
order sliding mode algorithm, which is more conducive
to the engineering implementation of the control algo-
rithm.

Secondly, the boundary of uncertainty is not needed
in the design process of the proposed adaptive high-
order sliding mode controller. At the same time, the
possible additive and multiplicative uncertainties of the
system are considered, and the problem of overestima-
tion of adaptive sliding mode gain is solved.

Finally, the whole closed-loop system is proved to
converge in finite time by Lyapunov stability theory.
What’s more, the effectiveness and robustness of the
whole unmanned helicopter control system are veri-
fied and compared with the method in [41] by chal-
lenging and high maneuvering flight experiments. The
simulation and practical experimental results show the
superiority of the proposed method.

The organization structure of the remaining text is
as follows. Section 2 presents the modeling process.
The process of model simplification and analysis is
described in Sect. 3. Detailed control design and stabil-
ity analysis are given in Sect. 4. Section 5 presents the
actual flight experiment results and some discussion.
Section 6 concludes the paper.

"\ 0, (Centre of gravity)
) V(East)

X (North)
Z(Down)
Inertial frame

Body frame 25

Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of inertial coordinate system and
body coordinate system

2 Problem formulation

The definition of relevant coordinate system is shown
in Fig. 1, where O — xyz and Op — xpyp2p represent
inertial coordinate system and body coordinate sys-
tem, respectively. [u, v, w]T and [ P.q, r17 are, respec-
tively, linear velocity and angular rate vector of the
unmanned helicopter in the body coordinate system.
a and b are flapping angles of the main rotor in the
longitudinal and lateral direction.

According to the Newton—Euler equation [28],
the rigid body kinematics and dynamics of a small
unmanned helicopter system can be expressed by the
following equations

P=V (D
mV = R(@)F + mgE. )
O =TO)w 3)
Jo=-wox Jo+M (€))
where P = [x,y, z17 is the position vector in the

inertial coordinate system, V = [vy, vy, vZ]T repre-
sents the linear velocity vector of the center of grav-
ity Op in the inertial coordinate system, m is the
mass of the whole system, attitude is represented by
O = [¢,0, 1//]T. R(0©) is the transformation matrix
from body coordinate system to inertial coordinate sys-
tem, defined as

R(©)
{0(91//) s(@0)c(¥) — c(p)s(¥) C(¢¢)S(9)+S(¢¢/)}
Cc

O)s)  s@OY) +c(@y)  c(@)sOY)—s(@)c(y)
—s(0) s(@)c(®) c(¢9)

Abbreviation c(-) and s(-) represents trigonometric
functions cos(-) and sin(-). c(¢p0v) = c(¢d)c(0)c(y),
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s(9OY) = s(¢)s(0)s(¥), and so on. @ = [p, g, r]" is
the angular rate vector, E is a unit vector and E, =
[0,0, 117, T (O®) is a 3x3 matrix, defined as

L s(o)t®) c(@)t®)
Tre)=|0 c() —s(¢) ®)
0's(¢)/c(0) c(¢)/c(0)

Besides, J = diag{Iy, Iy, I} is the matrix of rotational
inertia.

All external forces except gravity F and all external
torques M can be expressed in the body coordinate
system as follows

0 Fy Xmr + Xfd

F = Fy = | Ymr +Yra + Yy + Yy (6)
| F; Zir + Zid + Zne
M, Ly + Lyt + Ly

M = My = My + Mg (N
| M, Nmr + Nvt + Ny

where Xpy, Ymr and Zp,y are the components on the
Xp, Yb and zp axes of the body coordinate system,
respectively, Xf4, Ytq and Zgq are the components of
the airframe resistance on the xy, yy and zp axes of the
body coordinate system, respectively, Zy; and My are
the forces and moments generated by the horizontal
tail, respectively, Yy, Lyt and Ny are the forces and
moments generated by the vertical tail, respectively,
Y&, Ly and Ntr are the forces and moments generated
by the tail rotor, Ly, Mmr and Ny, are the components
of the main rotor torques on the xp, yp and zp axes of
the body coordinate system, respectively.

Main rotor flapping dynamics is a unique and impor-
tant feature of unmanned helicopters, which must be
considered, and modeled as follows

dkp 32kg
[a] _ Ym$2 1/392 ymlﬂ.Qz [a]
b }’r%+64 32kg dkp B b
Ymlp$22 1522
2 — 8 o)
_|:‘1i|+ ;’m [ Ym ][ lati| 8)
r ya+64 1L 8 ¥m][6on

where B0, O1ar indicate the cyclic pitch angles of the
main blade in the longitudinal and lateral direction,
which are determined by the servos of the pitch and
roll channel. yy, is the total locke number of two main
rotor blades, £2 is the main rotor rotation speed, Ig is
the moment of inertia of the main blades.

Interested readers may refer to [42] for more detailed
modeling and parameter determination details.
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3 Model preprocessing and analysis

Since the dominant force on the helicopter airframe
is the component of the main rotor lift along the
body frame zy, axis, for convenience, Xy and Yy, are
ignored here and are regarded as part of the lumped
interference in the design process. Generally, both the
longitudinal and lateral flapping angles are very small,
so it is reasonable to assume c(a) &~ 1 and c¢(b) ~ 1.
Thus, the external force can be written in a form con-
sisting of the following two parts

0 dy
F=| 0 |+]|4 )
—Tr d,
—
F, dr

where dr is lumped interference composed of ignored
forces and other external uncertainties, such as ignored
fuselage drag, vertical and horizontal tail aerodynam-
ics. Similarly, the torque of the unmanned helicopter
mainly comes from the lift force of the main rotor and
the pull force of the tail rotor, so other smaller torque
components can be treated as interference. According
to the hypothetical conditions s(a) ~ a and s(b) = b,
the external torque acting on the unmanned helicopter
can be expressed as

(kg + T Hmnr) b+ Ly dp
M = kg +THpy)a + | 4,
( B N mr) dq (10)
tr T
[—
M, dm

where dy is the disturbance torque composed of other
neglected torques and external uncertainties.

In addition, the flapping dynamics model of the
main rotor is an important motion characteristic of the
unmanned helicopter, and has a strong coupling effect
with the rigid body dynamics model of the fuselage,
which is directly related to the dynamic response of
the whole system, so it must be taken into consider-
ation in the control design procedure. However, the
flapping angle of the main propeller cannot be effec-
tively measured by any sensor. If the flapping motion
is completely ignored, the performance of the con-
trol system may be degraded. Therefore, this section
attempts to adopt a compromise static quasi-stable flap-
ping dynamic model to approximately replace the com-
plete flapping dynamic model, and verifies the feasibil-
ity of this method in both frequency domain and time
domain.
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According to the system parameters finally deter-
mined in [42], the flapping dynamics model (8) of the
main rotor can be written as the following state space

al [-37.7214 3.2200 a’l
b| | =3.2200 —37.7214 | | b

L0

L [~1:85438.5527 [ ]
| 8.5931 1.8456 | | Sion |
[ —7.9211 36.7068 ] [ fia0
*| 367068 7.9211 } [elono} (D

where 8ja, d1on are aileron servo input and elevator
servo input.

It can be seen that the two characteristic roots corre-
sponding to the flapping dynamics model of the main
rotor are —37.7214+3.2200i and —37.7214—3.2200i,
the undamped natural frequency is 37.8586 rad /s, the
corresponding time constant is 0.0264 second, and the
damping ratio is 0.9964.

Since the main rotor flapping motion has a much
faster response than the rigid body motion of the fuse-
lage, assuming its response speed is fast enough and
ignoring its transient response process, the following
simplified static flapping motion model can be obtained

B = An' By & — Ay Byydeye — Ay Bifoye  (12)
where

A [ 7377214 32200 7 L _[O1
m= 32200 =37.7214 [T T 10|

—1.8543 8.5527 B — —7.9211 36.7068
8.5931 1.8456 | "d 7 | 36.7068 7.9211 |’

al __[p Slat Blat0 }
% o=|" bee= Beye = :
b [ b ] |: q ] eve [ lon :| e |: Bon0

According to the body rotation dynamics (4), ignor-
ing the nonlinear cross term and considering only the
dominant torque component in the external torque M,
the following relation can be obtained

{ p = (kﬁ + Tmerr) b
q= (kﬂ + Tmerr) a

Next, taking roll angular rate as an example, the
dynamic responses of the simplified and full flapping
dynamics model to the roll angular rate are analyzed
in the hovering flight mode. When a helicopter is hov-
ering, the lift of the main rotor is approximately equal
to its own weight, i.e., Ty & Thoy = mg. By inserting
equations (13) into equations (12) and (11), respec-
tively, the transfer function of roll angular rate under

By, =

(13)

Roll Bode Digram

30 T

Magnitude (dB)
4

Simplified flapping model

—10}
| = = = Full-order flapping model

Phase (deg)
!
©
S
-

-135| S

-180
107 10 10' 10 10°
Frequency (rad/sec)

Fig.2 Bode graph curves of roll angular rate under two flapping
models

Roll Step Response

= = = Simplified flapping model
Full-order flapping model

Amplitude

i i i i i i i
0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1
Time (sec)

Fig. 3 Step response curves of roll angular rate under two flap-
ping models

the input signal 8j,c can be obtained. The open-loop
bode graph curve and step response curve are shown in
Figs. 2 and 3, respectively.

The frequency characteristic curves show that the
simplified model can accurately reflect the dynamic
response of the complete model at low frequencies,
although some errors still exist at high frequencies. The
rise time and adjustment time of the step response of the
simplified model are 0.042 s and 0.21 s, respectively,
while the rise time and adjustment time of the complete
model are 0.053 s and 0.0893 s, respectively. It can be
found that the rise time of the two is very close, and the
adjustment time is also close. Both frequency domain
and time domain analysis results show that the sim-
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plified flapping dynamics can effectively approximate
the complete flapping model of unmanned helicopter.
Therefore, it is feasible to design the flight control sys-
tem based on the simplified flapping model, and the
approximate errors will be compensated by adaptive
sliding mode control in the subsequent design.

4 Control design and stability analysis

Consider the following nonlinear system with uncer-
tainty

x=F(x,t)+G(x,t)u

y=H(x,1)

where x € R” is the state vector, and # € R™ indicates
the control input. F(x,?) € R" and G(x,t) € R™"
are smooth and unknown functions.

F(x,t) = Fo(x,t) + Fa(x, 1),

G(x,1) =Go(x,1) + Galx,1)

where Fo(x,t) and Go(x,t) are known parts of
F(x,t) and Gx,t), Fa(x,t) and Ga(x,t) are
unknown parts of F(x, t) and G(x, t), respectively. y
is a smooth output vector function. Define the sliding
mode variable as

s(x,1) = H(x,1) — Hy(x,1) 15)
where H 4(x, t) is a smooth reference trajectory.

For the sake of conveniTence, the state vector is
extended to xex = [xT, 7] . The extended equation
of state can be expressed as
Xext = Fext + Gextlt (16)

T
where Gexe = [(GO + GA)Ty Gext,O] > Gext,O =0¢c
T T
R™, Fexy = [(Fo+ Fa)". 1] . Fexin = [F{, 1]
and Gexin = [Gg, Gext,o]T are the known nominal
parts of Fey and Geyy, respectively.

(14)

Assumption 1 It is assumed that the relative order of
the nonlinear system (14) about the sliding mode vari-
able s(x, t) is constant [ and the internal dynamics is
stable.

Then control signal u will appear for the first time
in the /-th time derivative of the system sliding mode
variable, i.e.,

sO@, ) =@, 0+ Yx,Hu—H (17)
[ -1 [
where ® = L}, H.Y =Lg, L'y H. L. LY .

and LIF_e il are Lie derivatives of Geyxe and Fex with the
corresponding orders.
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Definition 1 Consider nonlinear system (14) and the
sliding mode variable s (x, t), and assume that the time
derivatives of s, §, ..., sU=D are continuous. Then

g = [x|s=§=~~~=s(l_l)=0} (18)

is called the sliding mode set of order /. If it is non-
empty and is a local integral set in the sense of Filippov
[10], the motion over &' is called sliding mode of order
[ with respect to the sliding mode variable s.

Therefore, the /-order sliding mode control problem
of the nonlinear system (14) with respect to the sliding
mode variable s is equivalent to the finite time control
problem of the following systems

Zi = Zi41

0 (19)
71=®+Yu—-H,

. T

where z = [z1,22,.... 1" = [s.5,...,s¢7D]",

i=12,..,1-1
Assumption 2 Function @ and Y can be expressed as

{¢=¢n+Aq§

T =T, +A4r (20)

where @, and Ap are the nominal portion and the
uncertain one of @, Y, and Ay denote the nominal
and uncertain parts of 1, respectively. @, = LZF H,

ext,n

-1 I !
Yy = LGouLp, H A0 = Ly H— Ly H,

ext,n
-1 -1
Ay = LG Ly, H — LGy, Ly,  H- Suppose the
existence of three unknown constants £¢ 1, £¢2 and &1
to make the following constraint relation for the uncer-

tain function valid

A
[Ar| <oy
1l

[Asl < ep1 + ca2llx]l, <1l 2D
Remark 1 For anunmanned helicopter in a typical non-
acrobatic flight envelope, both the uncertain portions of
@ and Y are bounded. In addition, after high-precision
model identification and verification, it can be assumed
that the norm of the uncertain part Ay is less than the
norm of the nominal portion @,.

The control objective is tomakess, §, ..., s~ con-
verge to the origin in finite time under bounded additive
and multiplied uncertainties.

Consider the following integral chain system

Zi = Zit1

. 22
3= v, (22)
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wherei =1,2,...,1-1,z; = [Zilv ey Zije Zin]T
eR", j=1,2,..,n, v, €R". Lemma I proves the
existence of continuous finite time feedback control for
system (22) by giving an explicit structure with small
parameters.

Lemma 1 (/2]). Assume that K |, K, ..., K; are real
positive definite diagonal matrices and the polynomial
AL +kll,~)»l_1 +---+kojr+kij is Hurwitz stable. There
is a parameter € € (0, 1), for any o € (1 — ¢, 1), so
that feedback control (23) exists, which makes states of
system (22) converge to origin in finite time

vno = —K18gn(z1) —--- — K;Sgn(z;) —---
—K;Sgn(z)) (23)

where sign function Sgn(z;) and matrix K; are defined
as

sign(zin) |z -+ - 5 sign(zij) |zij|*;
Sgn(z;) = . ; SR
gn(zi) [ ; sign(zin)|zin|*"
. i=1,2,...,1,
K; =diag(ki1, -+, kij, -+, kin), i=1.2.....n
«a;j satisfies the following constraints
i = QjjOG+1)j i=2,3,...,1,
=D 20((,'+1)j — Ujj ’ ] =1,2,...,n (24)
O{(1+1)j=1, O{[J'ZC(, j=1,2,...,n

Remark 2 In Lemma 1, the following conclusions can
be drawn by induction

O<o <1, i=12,...,1, j=12,...,n (25)

When i = [, then

Qi =0 < X(+1)j = 1 (26)

When i = [ — k, suppose the following inequality is

true

A—k)j < C(—k+1)j (27)

Wheni = [—k—1, according to (24), it can be obtained
O(l—k) jO(I—k+1)j

2001 —k+1)j — A(U—k)j
Q=) jX(—k+1)

a(—k+1)j (Ol(lfkﬂ)j - “(I*k)j)

A —k-1)j =
(28)

By combining the expression (27) and (28), it can be
obtained
O(l—k) j(I—k+1)j

= Q(—k)j (29)
C(l—k+1)j

Al—k=Dj <

3677
So we can generalize
O<ajj<mj<---<a;<l1, j=12,...,n

(30)

Since0 <o; <1,i=1,2,...,1, j=1,2,...,n,
even a large value of the state variable will not cause
the power function in (23) to grow rapidly. Therefore,
when the initial value of the system state is large, the
convergence rate of the closed loop system will be slow.

Next, based on Lemma 1, a quasi-optimal finite time
control method is proposed to improve the transient
process.

Theorem 1 Consider system (22) and linear quadratic
performance indicator (31)

J= 1/00 e? (zT(t)Qz(t) +v§(t)Rvn(t))dt G1)
2Jo
7 = (ZF{’.'.7Z}“)T e R", 0 e Rinxin, 0= QT _

DTD > 0, R € R™™™ is a positive definite matrix,
and § is a positive constant. The system state z(t) will
converge to the origin in finite time under feedback

control (32), and the convergence rate is not less than
—ot
e L

T
v =—RBIP(S@.a)T o S@a)) (32

where
: 2731 ; Uin T
(sign(ziD)|zi [, -+, sign(zin)|zin|*") "
if max (||z;]) <1

S ) = if - max (lzil) <

Zi, if max (|lz; ) > 1

1<i<l

i1, o, - -, Ay are the elements on the main diago-

nal of diagonal matrix «;, and P is the positive definite
solution of the Riccati equation (33). O

P (Ay + 81 5xin) + (A + 8 1n5in) " P

+Q—-PB,R'BIP=0 (33)
where
0u—1ynxn I(l—l)nx(l—l)n:| |:0(l—1)n><n:|
A = ’B =
! |: 0n><n Onx(lfl)n ! Inxn

0(e)x (o) and I (q)x(e) denote the zero matrix and the
identity matrix of corresponding dimension.
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Proof System (22) is re-expressed as follows
z2(t) = Anz(t) + Bpoa (1) (34)

By defining the following variable transformation

2(1) = e'z(1)
{ Bat) = Mo, (1) G
State space equation (34) can be re-expressed as
2(t) = (An + 8L 1nxin) Z(1) + Buon(1) (36)

The corresponding quadratic performance indicator
(31) can be rewritten as

J=l/ ("0 0z0 + oj R ®)dr (37)
2 Jo

In this way, the problem is transformed into a common
linear time-invariant infinite time LQR problem, whose
optimal control is

(1) = —R™'BI Pz () (38)

Corresponding to the original system equation (34), the
optimal control is

Vnopt(t) = —R'BYPz(1) (39)

Lemma 2 ([40]). Assuming that (An + 811,x1n, Bn)
can be stabilized and (A, + 811,%1n, D) can be
detected, for system (34) and performance index (31),
under the action of optimal control (39), the state con-

vergence rate of the closed-loop system is not less than
—t
e oL

Proof The proof is shown in Appendix. O

Remark 3 According to the modal criterion, the con-
trollability of matrix (An, By) is equivalent to that of
(A + 811,%n, By), while the observability of matrix
(Aq, D) is equivalent to that of (A + 811 xin, D).
Thus, when matrices (A, By) and (A,, D) are con-
trollable and observable, (A, + 81}, x1n, By) is stabi-
lized and (A, + 817, xn, D) is detectable.

Assume that the states of system (22) are far from
the origin, i.e., lmaxl (Ilzill) > 1. According to the defi-
<<

nition of equatio;l S(zi, «;), the control input of system
(22) becomes equation (39).

Since matrix A, and matrix B, are the state matrix
and input matrix of system (22), respectively, according
to their definitions, the rank of controllability discrim-
inant matrix is rank([Bn, ApB,, -, Afl”*] Bn]) =
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In, system (22) is completely controllable, and the sys-
tem states can be completely observable by choosing
the appropriate Q matrix. In addition, since the P is a
positive definite solution of the algebraic Riccati equa-
tion (33), the control input (39) is optimal with respect
to the performance index (31), and the system state z;
will converge asymptotically to the origin in an optimal
way. It also means that the states of the system (22) will
converge to the following region in finite time with a
speed of no less than e~%,

Onei = {ZI max [|z; || < 1} (40)
1<i<l

When z € Oy, according to S(z;, «;), the control
input for system (22) takes the following form

T
ongp(® = —R7'BLP(S@an”, o S an”)
4D
By expanding equation (41) using matrix multipli-
cation, we can get
Vngpt(t) = —K1S(z1, 1) — - — K;S(zi, o)
— = K8z, o) (42)
Since the matrix P is a positive definite solution of the
algebraic Riccati equation (33), the polynomial A/ +
kijM =+ -+ ko jA+ki j is Hurwitz stable. According
to Lemma 1, the control input (42) can ensure that the
system state converges to zero in finite time. Therefore,
the closed-loop system formed by equations (22) and
(32) is globally finite time stable, that is, the states of

system (22) will converge to zero in finite time under
the control (32). |

4.1 Attitude control

In order to apply the control method proposed in The-
orem 1, the attitude kinematics and dynamics of the
unmanned helicopter are transformed into the follow-
ing forms based on equations (3), (4) and (10)

O=TO)w-TO)J 'Sk(w)Jo
+TO©)J 'dy+T©)J ' M, (43)

By using the simplified flapping dynamics model
(12) and the follow feedback control

Ttr,ctr = kped,ctraped - kr,ctrr (44)
where 8ped is the rudder servo input, and kpeq, k; are
constants, equation (43) can be transformed into

O = (T(@) _ T(@)J”Sk(w)J)w
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+ (T(@)J_l (M, A - kr,mMz)) ®

+T(O)J " (kped.crMr — M| B) 8er

+T(O©)J M, (45)
where 8y = [SCTYC, 8ped]T,

Ma
Mas
Nmr + Nvt + Ntr - Dtthr,ctr

M= + dm

M = (kﬂ —+ Tmerr) s1n(b) — (kﬁ + Thovar) b+
Lvt+Ltr_Htthr,ctr and Mar = (kﬂ + Tmerr) sin(a)—
(k,g + Thov Hmr) a + My:. Redefine the state vector of

. A T
the attitude subsystem as x| = [@T, '], and let the
known part and the unknown part of the system be

Yin= T(@)JEI (kped,ctrMZ - MIB)
@1, = (T(©) — T(©)J,; ' Sk(®)Jn) @ (46)
+T@)J, (MIA - ke cuM2) @

and
Ay, == T(0)J;" (kpea.cxMs — M B)

Ag, =T(©) (~J'Sk@)] + 1, Sk(@)]s) 0
47)
+TO)J ' =T H (MIA — ke cuM>) @

+T(©)] "M,

where J = J, + Ja, Jn is the measured nominal
moment of inertia matrix, and J 4 is the measurement
error of moment of inertia. The sliding mode variable
is designed as Zagr,1 = Sart = @ —Og, and Zai,2 = San,
where @ is the expected attitude angle vector. Then
equation (45) can be rewritten as

ian,l = Zatt,2

. .. (48)
Zatt,2 = D+ A<D1 + Y+ ATl)aaer -0y

Assumption 3 The roll and pitch angle of small
unmanned helicopter in the whole autonomous flight
process always meet the following constraints

T b4 T P T 49

2% 7 3703 )
Remark 4 Since the Euler angle is used to represent the
attitude of the unmanned helicopter in this paper, the
pitch angle needs to be limited to (—90°, 90°) to avoid
suffering from gimbal lock. In addition, in order to limit
the maneuvering range of the unmanned helicopter to
the typical flight envelope so that Assumption 2 can be
reasonably established, the roll angle is also limited to
(—=90°, 90°).

On the basis of Assumption 2 and 3, assume that
there are three positive real numbers €¢1, €2 and €11,
such that the following inequality holds

140, Il < eo1 + e@allx1 I 1l = max (11, Ix112)

A0 _ e k0 (50)
=éri ’ 1

I 1l !

A L. A

Let’s define oy = diag(aq1, o12, @13), and oy =

diag(aa1, @22, @23), and design functions S(Zar, 1, 1)
and S(za,2, o2) as follows

S(zatt,1,@1)

[sign(@e) Igel*11 . sign(@e) 16|12 , sign(e) [e 3],
- it max (]| zaw,1 s [zan2]) <1 (51
Zatt,1» if max (|zaw 1| |zan2]) > 1
S(zatt,2, @2)

[sign(de) |de| 2" . sign(@e) |6e| ™2, sign(vre) |1/',e|0623]T’
- it max (|zaw1 |, |zae2]) <1 (52)

it max ([zae1 | | zau 2 ]) > 1

Zatt,2»

where ¢ = ¢ — ¢d, O = 0 — 04, Ye = V¥ — Y4, P,
0q and g are the desired roll, pitch and yaw angle,
respectively. According to equation (32), the virtual
control is designed as follows

T
Vp = [Vn,l, Vn,2, Vn,3]

1 pT T T 63
= R B Py [Sa 1 @), S 2. 00)"

where R € R3*3 is a positive definite matrix, P is
the positive definite solution of the Riccati equation of

the following algebraic matrix
Py (Ani + 8116x6) + (Ant +8116x6)" P 1)
+Q,—PiByR{'BL,P; =0

where §; is a positive real number by design, Ap; =
033 I3x3 033 1353 033
,B,1 = ,and = .
|:03><3 0353 "™ 1353 2 033 033
The first integral sliding mode surface is designed
as
o1 =[o11,012,013]" = Zaw2 — Vs (55)

where

Vps = [Vns,l’ Vns,2» Vns,S]T

t t ' T (56)
= [/ vn,ldr,/ vn,zdr,/ Vn,3d7,':|
0 0 0

It is assumed that the final input signal consists of nom-
inal control and adaptive control, i.e.,

Saer = Uait,n + Uatt,a (57
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Since matrix (kped,ctrM »— M, B) isinvertible, Y 1
is also invertible under Assumption 3, then the nominal
control u, n can be designed as

Uatt,n = _T]_nl (¢ln —O@q—v,+ Ko + KnIS(Ul))
(58)

. 1

sign(oq1)|oq1]2

. 1

where S(O’]) = 31gn(o-12)|o'12| 2
. 1

sign(oy3)|o13|2
positive definite diagonal matrices.
The adaptive control uy 4 is designed as

,K;1and K, are

Uatt,a

1 /A N N . o]
7y @+ elx il + 3019 1 — v — Ogll) ol

if llo 1l (¢1 +é20x1 1l +8301@ 10 — vo — Ogll) > kay (59)
- o i e

—71 @1+ ellx 1+ 3019 10 — vn — Oqll) o
a

if lo 11l (&1 + é2llx 11l + E311@ 10 — va — Ogll) < kai

where k,1 is a constant to be designed, and control
parameters ¢q, ¢ and ¢3 are estimated values of the
unknown parameters cq, ¢2 and c3, respectively. c1, ¢2
and c3 are defined as follows

Epl Ep2

=t o, L (60)
I —ery

Cl =, (3=
1 — ey I —ery

Next, the adaptive laws are designed as

ér=—o01é1+ pilloi]
&2 = —0282 + pallot x|l ) (61)
¢3 = —03¢3 + pallo ||| @1 — va — Oull

where 0; > 0 and p; > 0,i = 1,2,3 are control

parameters to be designed.

4.2 Vertical position control

Using a similar method to the tail rotor force, the main
rotor lift T, in equation (9) can be rewritten as follows

Tor = kint W + Kint1 kin2kcol8col — Kintl Vim,hov + ET
(62)

where ki and ki are model parameters, dr =dr —
kint1 (Vim — Vim.hov), dt is the approximation error in
the calculation model of the main rotor force. ¢ is the
collective pitch servo input of the unmanned helicopter.
vim indicates the induced velocity of the main rotor,
while viy hov denotes the induced velocity in hover.
Define the sliding mode variable about the altitude as
Zver,1 = Sver = Z — Zd» Zver,2 = Sver- Combining equa-
tions (62), (1) and (2), the vertical position dynamics
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of the small unmanned helicopter can be described as
Zver,1 = Zver.2

Zver,2 = Pon + A, + (Yon + Axy)écol — Zd
kintlkint2kcolc(¢)c(9), &

(63)

where 15, =

npy
kint1 (w — Uim,hov)c(¢)c(9)

2n =

+g, ATZ =

mp
kint1 kinokcorc(@)c(0) (my — m),Ad>2 _ ((iT+dF)C(¢)

c(@), Zq 1s the’ﬁgé?red acceleration in the vertical direc-
tion of the inertial coordinate system, and m, is the
measured mass of the aircraft.

Define x, = [z, vZ]T, and suppose that positive real
numbers €3, £p4 and ey exist so that the following
inequality holds

|40, | = 203 +eaalxall. 12l = max (w21l I¥21?)
x| (64)

<era<l. [Tl #0
[Tanl

Select functions S(zver,1, @1) and S(Zver 2, ®2) as

S(Zver,l’&l)
_ { sign(ze) |Ze‘&l s %f max (|Zver,l | s Zver,Z‘) <1 (65)
Zver, 1» if max (|Zver.l } , Zver,2|) >1

S(zver,2, @2)
_ {Sigﬂ(ie) lze[%2 . if max (|zver,1]. |zver,2]) < 1 (66)
Zver.2, if max (|zyer.1]+ |2ver.2|) > 1
where z. = 7 — z4, 24 1S the expected altitude in iner-
tial coordinates. Similar to equation (53), the designed
vertical position virtual control is

_ B _ T
Mn = _R2 13;11‘21;2 [S(Zver,lv Oll)Ts S(Zver,Z’ ‘XZ)T] (67)

where R, € R is areal number greater than zero, P is
the positive definite solution of the following algebraic
matrix Riccati equation

P> (A + 8212,2) + (Amp + 8212,0)T P>

+Q,— P2BpR;'B,Py =0 (68)
where &, a positive control parameter, Apy = 8 (1)]’
0 10
By = |:1],and 0, = 00|

Select the second integral sliding mode surface as

02 = Zver,2 — Mns (69)

where pps = f(; undt. The control input of the alti-
tude servo is divided into nominal control and adaptive
control, as follows

Scol = Uver,n + Uver,a (70)
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obviously, 72, # 0. Design the nominal control as

Uver,n = — Vo' (@0 — Zd — tn + K202 + K2 S(02))
(71)

. 1 .
where S(07) = sign(o2)|02|2, K¢z and K, are posi-
tive design parameters.

Then design the adaptive control uyer 4 as

Uver,a

ar: ¢ N .. o)
=Ty (&4 +&5llx2ll + E61Pon — pn — Zal) loa]”

if |oal (G4 + Eslx2ll + C6lPan — 1t — Zal) > ka2

(e ¢ o . N2 02
= V5" (G4 + EsllX2]l + Gl @2n — pn — Zal) o
a

if Joa] (64 + Esllxall + C6lPan — 1tn — Zal) < kao

(72)

where k,» is a constant, ¢4, ¢5 and cg are unknown

parameters, whose estimated values are ¢4, ¢5 and Ce,

defined as follows

P L BN E))
1—¢eyp 1—¢eyp 1 —¢erp

In order to obtain the estimated values, the three adap-

tive laws are designed as

C4 = —04C4 + palon|
¢s = —0s5Cs + psloa|ll xall (74)
Ce = —06C6 + peloa||Pon — fin — Zdl

where 0; > 0, p; > 0,i =4,5,6.

4.3 Horizontal position control

Compared with attitude, the dynamic response of posi-
tion of small unmanned helicopters is slower. They can
be divided into inner and outer loops to carry out the
control design. The dynamic model of the horizontal
position can be approximately equivalent to a typical
second order integral chain model, which is especially
suitable for the control method proposed in this paper.

To facilitate the design, the horizontal position
model is extracted from equations (1) and (2), and
rewritten as follows
{ Py=Vy

. 75
Vi =an (75)

where Py, = [x, y]T and Vi = [vy, vy]T are the hori-
zontal position and velocity vector in the inertial coor-
dinate system, respectively, apg = [ahd,x,ahd,y]T is
the horizontal position virtual control. Similar to 4.1

and 4.2, let Zhon,1 = Shon = Pnh — Png be the sliding
mode variable, and Zpon,2 = Shon- Phd 18 the expected
horizontal position vector. Then equation (75) can be
rewritten as

ihon,] = Zhon,2 (76)
Zhon2 = Pin + Ay + (Yan + Ary)and — Pra

10 0
where T3, = 01l D3, = ol Ag, and Ay, can

be obtained from equation (2). Based on Assumptions
2 and 3, assume that there exist three positive real num-
bers ep5 46 and e13 such that the following inequality
is always true

14031 < 05 +easlxsl.  lxall =max (el lx3]?)
1Az
SR <ers <1, 130l #0
17 30l "

7

where x3 is defined as x3 4 [PT, VE]T.
Define o = diag(a;;, @y), &, = diag(ay;, dy),
and design functions S(Znon,1, ®;), S(Zhon,2, &) as

S(Zhon,lvll)

. _ .
[sign(ee) lxel®i1 . sign(ye) Iyel2]" |

= if max (”Zhon,] s zhOD,ZH) <1
Zhon, 15 if max (“Zhon’l | B Zhon,ZH) > 1
(78)

S(Zhon,2v ﬁz)

. . . . . . T
[Slgn(xe) e |21, sign(Fe) |)’e|g22]

= if - max (|| znon,1] » [ zhon,2[) <1
Zhon, 2 if - max (|znon,1] . [zhon,2 ) > 1
(719)

where xe = x — X4, Ye = Yy — Yd, X4 and yq are the
desired longitudinal and lateral horizontal positions,
respectively. According to (32), design virtual control

Vhon = [Vhon,h Vhon,Z]T

T (80)
= _R;IBE3P3 [S(Zhon,lsgl)T, S(Zhon,Z»Qz)T]

where R3 € R?>*? is a positive definite matrix, P3 is

the positive definite solution of the following algebraic

Riccati equation

P3 (A3 + 8314x4) + (Anz + 831 4x4)" P3
+ Q3 — P3By3R;'BLP; =0

where 83 is a designed constant greater than zero,

(L7399 szz} |:02><2i|
A = N B = . and =
3 |:02><2 0252 3 Iy, 2

|:12x2 02x2i|
0252 0252 |

(81)
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The third integral sliding surface o3 is designed as
03 = [031.032]" = Zhon.2 — Vhons (82)

T
where vpons = [fot Vhon, 14T, fé vhon’zdl’] . Similarly,
the virtual control of horizontal position consists of
nominal control and adaptive control

ahd = Unhon,n + Uhon,a (83)

Design the nominal control #pep n as follows

Uhon,n
= _T;nl (¢3n - Phd — Vhon + K303 + K,]3S(03))
(84

where S(03) = [Sign(031)|031|%, Sign(032)|032|%]T,
K ;3 and K ;3 are positive definite diagonal matrices.

In addition, the adaptive control upep 4 is designed
as follows

Uhon,a

o3
losll’
if lo3]l (é7 + éslix3ll + oll®3n — vhon — Phall) > ka3

=73, (&7 +&slIx31l + 0l P3n — Yhon — Prall)

1/ ~ N - 203
— 15 (&7 + 28130 + 9l P3n — Yhon — Prall) o
a.
if o3l (¢7 + &sllx31l + Goll®3n — Yhon — Phall) < ka3
(85)

where k,3 is a design parameter that needs to be selected
appropriately, ¢7, ¢g and Cg are, respectively, estimated
values of unknown parameters c7, cg and cg, which are
defined as

Eps cs EP6 €r3 (86)

c7 =, (=
1 —¢r3 1—¢r3

T l—er3’
In order to stabilize the closed-loop system, the three
adaptive laws are designed as

¢7=—07¢7 + prllos]
¢g = —oscs + pslloslllxsll (87)
Cog = —09C9 + pollo3 ||| P3n — Vhon — Phall

where 0; > 0, p; > 0,i =7,8,9.

Next, the desired longitudinal and lateral accelera-
tion in the inertial coordinate system needs to be con-
verted into the desired pitch Angle and roll Angle in
the body coordinate system. Taking the expected lon-
gitudinal acceleration and the desired pitch angle as an
example, the conversion relationship between them is
shown in Fig. 4.

where xpg and zpg are the x — and z—axis of the ini-
tial body coordinate system of the small unmanned heli-
copter. For the convenience of description, it is assumed
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Fig. 4 Conversion between expected longitudinal acceleration
and pitch angle

that they are recombined with the x — and z—-axis of the
inertial coordinate system, respectively. Op —Xp| Yb12b1
is the desired body coordinate system, where the yp-
axis is recombined with its ypo axis in Op — Xb0 Yb0Zb0,
both represented by the black solid points in Fig. 4, and
their direction is vertical to paper and pointing outward.

Firstly, it is assumed that the unmanned helicopter
is stable on the z—axis of the inertial coordinate system
and the yaw angle is zero. According to the definition
of the coordinate system in Fig. 1, the desired pitch
64 is opposite to the expected longitudinal acceleration
and, x» then

64 = arctan (— ahd’x> (88)
8
So similarly,
6
$q = arctan (—ahd’y cost d)> (89)
8

Assuming that the force of the unmanned helicopter
is balanced on z—axis in the inertial coordinate system,
but the yaw angle is not zero, the following equation is
established

and,x 0 0
m | and,y | = R(0) 0 +m| 0 (90)
0 —Tr 8

which indicates that

—% (cos(¢) sin(@) cos(¢¥) + sin(¢) sin(¥r))

Qhd,x =
Tmr . . .
Ghdy === (cos(¢) sin(0) sin(y) — sin(¢) cos(¥))
mg
mr= oD
cos(¢) cos(0)

Combining the three equations of (91), one can get
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64 = arctan (— cos(¥)and,x + Sin(l//)ahd,y)
8
¢a = arctan <— (sin()ang.r — CO;(w)“hd,y) COS(%)) (92)

4.4 Stability analysis

Lemma 3 According to the adaptive laws given in
equations (61), (74) and (87), the adaptive parameters
¢ (i =1,2,...,9) have upper bounds. That is, there
ar positive real numbers c;, such that the inequalities
0 < ¢ <¢and0 < ¢; < ¢; are always true for all
t>0.

Theorem 2 Under Assumptions 1, 2 and 3, the nonlin-
ear dynamics model of the small unmanned helicopter
describedin equation (1), (2), (3), (4) and (8) is consid-
ered. By defining the integral sliding mode surface as
shown in formulas (55), (69) and (82), and the virtual
control as shown in formulas (53), (67) and (80), and
then designing an adaptive high-order continuous slid-
ing mode quasi-optimal controller composed of equa-
tions (57), (58), (59), (61), (70), (71), (72), (74), (83),
(84), (85) and (87), the attitude and position tracking
errors of the system can converge to the vicinity of the
origin in finite time. Moreover, the convergence rate of
attitude, vertical position and horizontal position track-
ing errors can be guaranteed to be no less than e %",
e~ %" and e~ respectively. O

Proof Design the first Lyapunov function as

Vi = 20T +1_87123:(ci_éi)2 93)
1= 20'1 01 ) - P
The following two cases are analyzed.
Case 1: when

loill (61 +Ellx il +ElPim — va — Odll) > kai

Leté = ¢1+621 x| +¢3]| @ 1n—va—© 4. By substitut-
ing equation (57), (58) and (59) into the time derivative
of equation (93), and considering equation (50), it can
be obtained
. T. 3 (61 — Ci) 61
Vi =—0y0] + (1 —87‘1)27
- Pi
i=1
< = =er) Amin(KD)llo 12
— (I =er) kmin(K;1)o 1 S(01) +£g1llo1]
+epollxilllorll +eri®im — va — Oullloi

—(I —erpcloll

3 (6i_ci)éi
+d—eprp) | D ——— (94)

i1 Pi

According to (61) and using the definition of c1, ¢
and c3, one can obtain

3 (& —ci)é
a —87’1)2 T

=-d —STl)Z il

=1
+ (I —ern (& —61) llopll
+ (1 —er)) (&2 —c2) |x1] ol
)
¢

+(—er) (63 —c3) |[Pin —vo — O4] llo1]]

=—(1—8T1)Zol(l_cl

+ —8}"1)C ||01||
—(I—er1) (c1 +c2 | x1]
+¢3[ @10 —va — O4) o1
3 . .
=-( —STI)Z aAEa)d (¢ _Aci)ci
i=1 pi
+( —erpclloyl
— (o1 + o2 | x1] +&r1 | @10 —va — éd“) llo 1l
95)

Then, substituting equation (95) into inequality (94),
we get

Vi<—(—er) imn(K:)lloq]?
— (1 —&r1) Amin(K )0 ] S(a1)

>0 (6 — i) & o
(=) Y
— Pi
i=1
Based on the C), inequality, one knows that
3 3
loul® = (lon? + o2 + lowsl?)
3 3 3 T
<loilz + o122 + 01312 =0 S(01)
)

Therefore, equation (96) can be further deduced as
Vi < — (1 —er) hmin(Kc) o117
3
—(1- 3T1))¥min(Kn])”0'l 2

3 . A< J— . A.
—Q1 _8],1)2% (98)
i=1 !
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In addition, it is obvious that the following inequality
always holds

2 :
_(5i_ci)éi=_(éi—c—l) +ZISCZ' 99)

According to the inequality (99), equation (98) can be
changed into

3
Vi<—(=er) | Amin(KDlo|? +Z(5i Ci)z)
i=1

i=1

3
— U =er) | AminKyDlo 117 + 3 _C,.)i)
(100)

3

+d —erp) Z

i=l

3 3

+(—erD) Y (@ —c)?
i=1

_Ll

Based on Lemma 3, it can be known that
|6i —cil < ¢ (101)
By substituting inequality (101) into equation (100),

and using the C, inequality again, (100) can be further
transformed into

3
Vi <= =erD) | Amin(KcDllo | +) @ Ci)z)
i=1

R 3
= =er) | Amin(KpDlo 1112 + ) @ — )2
i=1 (102)

i=1

3 3 5
0: ) 3
v (£ +1)a 2
! i=1
3
<—wVi—mVt +m
where

w1 =min Qimin(Kz1)(A —er1),2p;), i=1,2,3

1
53 i
M2 = min (24)\min(Knl)(1 —érD, (817,3(1 - &“}'1))4

3 0; , 3
m :(1—871) Z ((7-%1)51 +Ei2>
i=1 \\4pi

Case 2: when
ol (¢1 4+ &lx 1l + &l — va — Oull) < kai
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the time derivative of equation (93) can be expressed
as

Vi <= —er) Amin(KcDllo )12
— (1 —er1) Amin(Kyo | Sa1) +eprlol
+eaallxillllor] +ert®im —va — Ogllllorll

3 ~ A
o0; \C; —Cj)Cy N N
—(I—erp) (Z() + +cz||x1||)

i=1 pi
2
o .. o
(= ern) (E31@1n — v — Bq1)” 17
al
== =erp) (Amin (KDl 12) (103)

3
— (I —erDAimin(KyDloq]2
+ (I —er) (é1+élx 1) oyl
+ (1 —eré3|@1n — v — Oqllllo1l

=@ lloy 2
kai

3o, (6 —ci)éi
(e Y GG
o Pi

Considering that the following inequality is always
true

Sllorl? ka1
—(1— 270 Al
( 8T1)<C P clloyll + 1 )
k
+ (1 _8T1)% (104)

kal
< (1 —
< —eér1) 1
then equation (103) can be further written as

Vi<—(—-er) ()»min(Krl)Ilm ||2)

3
- (1 _3T1))\min(Kr)l)”0_1”7 (105)

20 (& —¢i) é ka1
(- ) ————+( —er) -

i=1 !

By comparing equations (105) with (98), it is not diffi-
cult to see that

. 3
Vi< —mVi— Vi +m (106)

3 . 3
where 72 = (1 — &r1) Z <<_ + 1) 51'2 +Ei2> +

kal
1— —_—.
(I —ery) 2



Multi-variable adaptive high-order sliding mode

3685

Combining case 1 and case 2, one can get

) 3
Vi < —u1Vi — u2Vy® + max (107)

where max = max (11, 12) = 2.
Similarly, the second and third Lyapunov functions
are defined as

AN2
1 1—¢ 6 (¢c;—¢
V2 _ _022 + T2 ( i z)
1 1 —ey3z 2 (C, — é,‘)z
Vi = —olasy+
23 2 i; Di

By using a proof process similar to Vi, it can be
obtained

3
Vo < —u3Va — uaVy' + 17
‘2 = U3V — U4 23 =+ Nmax (109)
Vi< —pusVs—ueVy +n_

where
u3 =min QKo(1 —ey2),2p;), i=4,56

3 I
pa=min (23 K,p(1 = er2), (8031 = 7)) ).

- S (0 . \m o

Mmax = (1 —er2) 2. —+ 1) +¢
ki:4 4p;

2

+1 - 87’2)%

5 = min 2imin (K3)(1 —&7r3),2p;), i=7,8,9

. 3 3 i
e = min ( 23 Amin(K,3)(1 = e73), (877(1 — )" ).

d %i 2 23
Qmax = (1 — 87’3)[; ((r + l) Cl- + Cl- )

Pi

ka3
1 — -ad
+(1 —éer3) 1

Now, the Lyapunov function of the whole closed-
loop control system can be defined as

V=Vi+W4+Vs (110)

According to equation (107), (109) and the C), inequal-
ity, the time derivative of equation (110) can be
expressed as

3 3
V<= Vi — oV + nmax — 13Va — gV

3
+ max — usV3 — Ue V34 + Mnax

< —min(uy, 13, 45) (Vi + Vo + V3) 4+ Dmax + fmax
) \ X (111)
—min(uy, p4, 116) <V14 +Vy o+ V34) +n

—max

3
< —min(ug, u3, us5)V — min(uo, na, ne)V 4

+ Mmax + max +1

max

Therefore, the attitude and position tracking errors
of the closed-loop system are limited in a small set
containing the origin in finite time, i.e., the following
inequality holds

1
+ fmax + 2
ol 5min{«/§<nmaf s QmaX) ,
min(fe1, 43, 15)
2

NG (nmax + max + Qmax) 3 }
min(u2, (14, te)
where o = [o], 02, ag]T. By synthesizing case 1 and
case 2, it can be found that the system state trajectory
converges to the neighborhood of the integral sliding
mode 01 = 0, 0o = 0 and 63 = 0 in finite time. In

addition, when the integral sliding mode is reached, it
can be obtained

(112)

iatt,Z =vyn+31(t)
iver,Z = fn + D2(1) (113)
Z.hon,2 = Vhon + B#3(?)

where #1(¢), 92(¢) and #3(¢) are time-varying func-
tions generated by ¢ 1, o, and 6 3, respectively. Accord-
ing to Theorem 1, both the first-order sliding mode vari-
able Za,1, Zver,1> Zhon,1 and the second-order sliding
mode variable Zai,2, Zver,2, Zhon,2 €an converge to the
origin in finite time, that is, they can reach the second-
order sliding mode relative to $ 4, Syer and Shop in finite
time, and the tracking error convergence rate of attitude,
vertical position and horizontal position is no less than
e 011 e=%! and e~%7 | respectively. O

5 Simulation and practical experiment
5.1 Simulation results

In this section, simulation and physical experiment are,
respectively, used to verify the performance of the con-
trol system designed in this paper, and it is compared
with the adaptive radial basis function neural network
control (ARBFNNC) in [41]. In order to show the
comparative effect clearly, we separate the simulation
results from the actual experiment results. The effec-
tiveness of the proposed control method is tested using
atypical flight action that reflects all coupling effects of

@ Springer
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Fig. 5 Gust disturbance model in the body coordinate system

unmanned helicopter. The reference trajectory is given
by

0,0,0]T, ifr <5
*d _ T
o2 [ —eos (ﬂjo([ 9)) _ (114)
2d —5sin(—(z_5)> , ifr>5
—20 + 20e(—0-06(=5))
0, ifr <5
= 115
i %(t—S), ifr>5 (115)

The above-mentioned reference flight trajectory
expects the small unmanned helicopter to maneuver
simultaneously in all directions, which requires high
dynamic performance of the control system. For the
first 5 seconds, the helicopter is hovering at its original
position. From the 5th second on, the helicopter makes
ahorizontal circular maneuver with the nose pointing at
the center of the circle. At the same time, the helicopter
makes a upward movement in the vertical direction. In
the actual flight process, the unmanned helicopter is
mainly disturbed by the longitudinal and lateral gusts
in the body coordinate system, especially the lateral
gusts seriously affects the stability of the yaw control.
Therefore, the gust model adopts the cosine form with
a period of 20 seconds as suggested in [11]. Gust inter-
ference is shown in Fig. 5.

The main control parameters are selected as fol-
lows. K;1 = diag([15,15,15]), k2 = 10, K3 =
diag([5,3]), K,1 = diag([15,15,15]), k;, =
10, K3 = diag([5,3]), Ry =diag([3,3,3]), R =
1, R3 =diag([5,5]), ka1 = 80, kap = 60, ka3 =
80, 61 =1.5, 6 =0.1, 3 =0.1.

@ Springer

Fig. 6 Tracking trajectory in three-dimensional space in simu-
lation experiment

Under the same reference trajectory and interfer-
ence environment, the control method (AHOSMQC)
designed in this paper is compared with the method
(ARBFNNC) in [41], and the simulation results are
shown in Fig. 6, 7, 8 and 9. The results show that
the controller designed in this paper has better control
precision and stronger anti-interference ability, and the
overall performance is more satisfactory. Figures 6 and
7 show that AHOSMQC can track the desired trajec-
tory more quickly, showing a faster response speed. In
addition, it can be seen from Fig. 9 that the dynamic
and static tracking errors of the method designed in this
paper are smaller than those of the method in [41] in
the same interference environment, which is especially
true in horizontal positions.

5.2 Practical experiment results

This section first introduces the hardware system of
the small unmanned helicopter, whose framework is
depicted in Fig. 10, and then shows the test results of
the autonomous flight experiment.

The unmanned helicopter system (Heli8OOE) is
reconstructed based on the TREX 800E F3C electric
model helicopter, as shown in Fig. 11 and Fig. 12,
whose length is 1.478 m, and the main rotor diame-
ter is 1.74 m. The airborne electronic system is the
brain of the unmanned helicopter, responsible for col-
lecting control input signals and necessary state infor-
mation, performing state estimation, filtering algorithm
and control algorithm, which requires strong real-time
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Fig. 8 Position and yaw tracking results in simulation experi-
ment

processing ability. In addition, high reliability and secu-
rity are required. After comprehensive consideration,
this paper adopts the open-source hardware and soft-
ware scheme based on Pixhawk and APM. Pixhawk
is selected as the hardware circuit foundation of the
unmanned helicopter system platform, and APM is
selected as the software foundation of the platform.
Selecting the existing open-source project as the basis
of the research can greatly simplify the platform con-
struction process, so that we can focus on the flight
control algorithm of unmanned helicopter.

The ground station is responsible for the commu-
nication between the airborne avionics system and the

X, (m)
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0.02 15

_of iRy 5 05
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Fig.9 Position and yaw tracking errors in simulation experiment
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Fig. 12 Heli800E in autonomous flight

ground operators. It is mainly used to display and mon-
itor the flight status of the helicopter in real time. At the
same time, it is used to adjust the control parameters
online, which significantly improves the efficiency of
parameter adjustment and makes the flight experiment
more convenient. A pair of 915 MHz wireless modems
are responsible for real-time information transmission
between the ground station and the airborne avionics
system. Flight data can be downloaded from the ground
station after the flight.

The effectiveness of the proposed control method
was tested using a typical flight action that reflects
all coupling effects of unmanned helicopter. The
unmanned helicopter starts from the hovering state and
flies around the circle with aradius of 6 m, always point-
ing at the center of the circle, while rising at a constant
speed of 0.6 meters per second. When ¢ < 5, the refer-
ence trajectory is set as x4 = 0, yg = 0, zg = 0.8 and
Vg = 5.24 rad(300 degree). The initial altitude of the
automatic flight is 0.8 meters, and the initial yaw is 300
degree, mainly to ensure the safety of the experiment.
For t > 5, the reference trajectory is given by

X4 =06 (1 — cos (%(t — 5)))
ya = —6sin (%(r - 5))

24 = 0.8+ 0.6( — 5)

Vg = 5.24 + %(t _5)

(116)

The actual flight experiments are carried out in a windy
environment, and the average gust wind speed was
about 3.5 m/s.
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Fig. 14 Tracking trajectory of horizontal positions in practical
experiment

As with the simulation experiment, the control per-
formance of the method designed in this paper is com-
pared with that designed in [41] under the same envi-
ronment and input conditions.

The practical experimental results are shown in
Fig. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19. The three dimen-
sional position and horizontal position tracking curves
are given in Fig. 13 and Fig. 14, respectively, from
which it can be seen that the proposed control method
can obtain better control performance even in a windy
environment compared with the method in [41].

The single tracking curves of the positions and yaw
angle are shown in Fig. 15.

It is obvious from the figure that the unmanned heli-
copter moves in four channels at the same time. In order



Multi-variable adaptive high-order sliding mode

3689

‘- - - - Desired AHOSMQC  —-—-—-— ARBFNNC
= T = T T e

B
~ 10 |
o I I I I I I I
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
6F T T T T T T =
g 1
= 2r b
0 I I I { I I I I
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
Time (s)

Fig. 15 Tracking curves of positions and yaw angle in practical
experiment
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Fig. 16 Velocity in the inertial coordinate system during flight

to achieve the goal, the proposed control system needs
to overcome the inherent coupling effect and uncer-
tainty of the model as well as external gust interfer-
ence, showing strong maneuverability and robustness.
The linear velocity, attitude, angular rate and control
input signals in the autonomous flight of the unmanned
helicopter are shown in Fig. 16, 17, 18 and 19, respec-
tively. The mean absolute values of the control inputs
S1at> Olon» Ocol and 8 peq are 0.0205, 0.0399, 0.5855 and
0.7381, respectively, which are all kept within a rea-
sonable range.

Remark 5 While the main rotor of the unmanned heli-
copter rotates to generate lift, it exerts a counter-torque
on the fuselage. There are many ways to counteract the
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! ! ! ! ! ! !

Fig. 17
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anti-torque force in a helicopter, the most common is
to use the tail rotor. For example, if the main rotor turns
clockwise, it exerts a counterclockwise torque on the
fuselage, and the tail rotor must be pushed or pulled
to generate a clockwise push to counteract the coun-
tertorque of the main rotor. Meanwhile, the tail rotor
pushing or pulling force has a side force on the fuse-
lage, and this force is usually offset by the roll angle of
helicopter fuselage. Combined with the specific track-
ing route, the nonzero roll angle is finally generated, as
seen in Fig. 17.

6 Conclusion

In this paper, a multi-variable adaptive high-order slid-
ing mode quasi-optimal controller is designed. The
control structure is based on a redesigned quadratic
performance index, leading a quasi-optimal property
with variable convergence rate. It is proved theoret-
ically that the position and yaw tracking errors can
converge in finite time and the convergence speed is
not lower than the design value. In addition, the uncer-
tainty bound required in general sliding mode con-
trol is not needed in this paper. Finally, a challenging
high-mobility experiment is used to test the theoretical
design method. The simulation and practical experi-
ment results show that the proposed control system has
better tracking effect on position and yaw, and better
robustness to internal uncertain system parameters and
external gust.

The research focus of this paper is the control of a
single unmanned helicopter. However, multi-agent sys-
tems have shown more and more potential applications
in various fields [22—24]. Our subsequent research will
focus on related control problems of multi-agent sys-
tems. In addition, due to structural differences, fixed-
wing UAV may land safely even in the case of power
loss or sensor faults, while traditional unmanned heli-
copter or quadrotor is often difficult to do so [33].
Therefore, the safety control of unmanned helicopter is
also a research direction we will focus on in the future.
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Appendix

Lemma 4 ([40]). Assuming that (Ay, By) is stabi-
lized and (A,, D) is detectable, then the linear time-
invariant infinite time LQR optimal control is asymp-
totically stable. If (Ay, D) is observable, then the solu-
tion P of the Riccati matrix algebraic equation (117)
is positive definite.
PA, +A'P+ Q- PB,R'BIP=0 (117)
O

Proof of Lemma 2 Since matrix (A + 811 xin, Bn) is
stabilized and (A, + 61, x5, D) is detectable, accord-
ing to Lemma 4, for the linear time-invariant infinite
time LQR problem described by system (36) and per-
formance index (37), the optimal control is given by
equation (38), then the system (36) is asymptotically
stable. In other words, z(¢) is bounded and asymptoti-
cally approaches zero. Thus,

z(1) = e'Z(t) — 0,

That’s to say, the state z(¢) converges to the origin at a
rate no less than the exponential function e~?’. O

t — 00
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