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Abstract In this paper, the position control and swing
motion control problem are investigated for an aerial
payload transportation system which consists of a
quadrotor unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) and a sus-
pended payload. Under the constraints of underactu-
ated properties and unknown system parameters, a non-
linear adaptive control strategy is designed based on
the energy methodology, which achieves accurate posi-
tion control of the UAV as well as the payload’s fast
swing suppression during the flight. The stability of
the closed-loop system, asymptotic convergence of the
UAV’s position error and payload swing suppression
are proved via Lyapunov-based stability analysis. Real-
time experimental results validate the effectiveness of
the developed technique.
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1 Introduction

A quadrotor UAV has many advantages in respect of
its rapid maneuvering, precise hovering and vertical
taking-off and landing (VTOL) features [1-6], which
plays an important role in many fields such as search
and rescue [7], aggressive maneuvering [8], fire fight-
ing [9], environmental monitoring [10], infrastructure
reconstruction [11] and so on. The cargo transporting
by using a quadrotor UAV is a promising application
area.

The control of unmanned aerial vehicle such as satel-
lite or quadrotor UAVs has been a topic of consider-
able interests. The modeling and control for unmanned
aerial vehicle has been intensively studied over the past
decades [12,13], especially the nonlinear robust control
under the uncertainties [14—18]. However, the task for
the quadrotor aerial transportation system is extremely
hazardous because the quadrotor dynamic is affected by
the suspended payload through the tension force along
the connecting cable. In the past few years, researchers
have paid great attentions on the quadrotor aerial trans-
porting system, the applications of the system vary
from obstacle avoidance [19,20], payload lift maneu-
vering [21,22], transporting a payload via flexible cable
[23,24], multiple quadrotors cooperative transporting
[25-27] and so on. The control objective for the sys-
tem is to deliver slung-payload to its destination in a
smooth, safe and efficient way. Two main methods have
been adopted to solve the control problem. One is the
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open loop strategy to generate the desired trajectory
via different methodologies such as dynamic program-
ming, differential flatness approach and so on. Palunko
et al. present a discrete piecewise linear model of the
quadrotor slung-payload system in [28], then a dynamic
programming approach is used to generate the swing-
free trajectory. In [29], Sreenath et al. propose a nom-
inal trajectory generation method by using differential
flatness property of the quadrotor slung-payload sys-
tem, meanwhile a controller is designed which enables
tracking of the quadrotor’s attitude and the payload’s
position. The second method is the closed-loop strategy
which utilizes the payload swing angles directly for the
control development. A reinforcement learning-based
control algorithm is proposed in [30] for a quadrotor
slung-payload system to achieve trajectory tracking of
the quadrotor UAV without exact model knowledge
of the system’s dynamics. In [31], a nonlinear hier-
archical control scheme is proposed for the system.
For the outer-loop subsystem, the position controller
is designed based on an energy storage function, and
then, a coordinate-free geometric attitude controller is
designed for the inner-loop subsystem.

Despite the aforementioned achievements, there are
still some important problems about the system that
need to be addressed: (1) Some existing control algo-
rithms are developed based a simplified 2D dynamic
model (i.e, only the horizontal motion of the quadro-
tor aerial is considered) and the payload’s swing angles
are assumed to be very small thus the coupling between
the quadrotor motion and the payload’s swing motion
can be neglected. (2) Some existing works utilize a lin-
ear dynamic model which is obtained via linearizing
the nonlinear model near a specified equilibrium point,
normally chosen near the hovering mode. Thus the con-
troller is only valid for a very restricted flight envelope.
(3) Few works have considered about the uncertain-
ties associated with the dynamic model of the system,
meanwhile the exact model knowledge of the system is
not easy to be obtained. (4) For many existing works,
only numerical simulation results are presented which
prevent their application from the practical aerial trans-
porting operation.

In this paper, the flight control strategy is designed
based on a three-dimensional dynamic model, and thus,
both the horizontal motion and the vertical motion are
included for the control development. Motivated by
passivity property of the system’s energy, we construct
anonlinear adaptive controller, which can achieve posi-
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tion control of quadrotor as well as suppression of pay-
load swing motion. Finally, the stability of the closed-
loop system is proved via Lyapunov-based analysis,
and the effectiveness of the proposed control strategy
are validated via real-time experimental results. There-
fore, the main contributions of the proposed nonlin-
ear controller include the following: (1) A nonlinear
dynamic model is employed to formulate the proposed
control strategy without linearization; thus, the oper-
ation range of the controller is not limited to a very
narrow scope near the system’s equilibrium point. (2)
Nonlinear adaptive estimation laws are developed to
compensate for the unknown system parameters; thus,
explicit model knowledge of the nonlinear model is not
required. (3) The proposed anti-swing controller can
regulate the quadrotor to its destination asymptotically
and suppress swing motion effectively without restric-
tion on the payload’s swing motion while most existing
works require the payload’s swing angle should stay in
a small range (i.e, assuming that sin6 = 6 [32,33]). (4)
The proposed controller is developed based on a three-
dimensional model of the system, so it is more suitable
for the real flight of the quadrotor aerial transporting
system.

Comparing with the most recent work in [34], the
main difference of this paper can be summarized as:
(1) In [34], the disturbances are considered to be small
enough that can be ignored. In this paper, it is shown
that the proposed control strategy is robust against the
unknown external air turbulence both theoretically and
experimentally. (2) The payload’s mass is considered
to be exactly known in [34]. In this paper, not only
the influence of the uncertainty of the payload’s mass
can be compensated, but also the proposed parameter
update law can accurately estimate the payload’s mass
online. (3) In addition to the basic regulation control
verification and robustness to initial swing disturbance
in [34], the robustness to different payload’s mass and
the external disturbances during the transportation are
considered in this paper.

The rest contents of this paper are organized as fol-
lows. The nonlinear dynamic model of the quadrotor
aerial transporting system is described in Sect. 2. Sec-
tion 3 provides a nonlinear adaptive controller inspired
by energy analysis of the system. In Sect. 4, we detail
the stability analysis of the quadrotor aerial trans-
porting system with the proposed controller by using
Lyapunov-based analysis. Section 5 shows experimen-
tal results and compares the proposed controller with
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Fig. 1 Schematic of the quadrotor UAV slung-payload system

linear quadratic regulator (LQR) controller with regard
to the control performance. Finally, some concluding
remarks are presented in Sect. 6.

2 Problem formulation

This section describes the three-dimensional dynamic
model for the quadrotor with a cable suspended load. As
Fig. 1 shows, the payload is attached to a quadrotor via
a massless and unstretchable cable. And the payload
is hinged by mean of a ball joint at the quadcopter’s
center of mass.

To describe the kinematics of the quadrotor, let
S = {Xy, Y, Z;} represent a right hand inertia frame
with Zj being the vertical direction to the earth. The
body fixed frame is denoted by # = { X3, Y, Zp}. By
using the Eulerian—Lagrangian formulation, the three-
dimensional quadrotor with a slung-payload is given as
follows:

Mc(q)g + Clq.4)q + G(q) = f(1) + fa(®) )]

where ¢(1) = [x(1), y(1), 2(1), yx (), vy ()] € R’
denotes the system state vector, x(¢), y(¢), z(t) rep-
resent the quadrotor position in the X, Y;, Z; direc-
tions, respectively, yx(t), yy(t) represent the payload
swing angle about X; and Y;, respectively, as shown
in Fig. 1. The terms M.(g), C(q,q) € R>*, G(q),
Ff(0), fa(t) € R’ in (1) denote the inertia matrix, the
centripetal-Coriolis matrix, the gravity vector, the con-

trol input vector, the aerodynamic drag force vector,
respectively, which are defined as

meip 0 0 mc1g mers
0 megm O 0 mes
Mc(@)=| 0 0 me33 meza mess
meqr 0 meq3 meaq 0
mesy mesy mes3 0 mess
M1l = Mepn = Me33 = mg +mp mess = mpl?
meas =mpl>C3 me1g = meay = mplCyCy
Mme15 = Mes1 = —mplSx Sy meps = mesp = mplCy
me3q = Meq3 = mplSyCy me35 = mes3 = mplCy Sy
(2)
0 0 0 cua c15
000 0 o5
Clg,¢)=10 0 0 ¢34 c35
0 0 O cgqa cy5
00 0 ¢4 O
014:—mplj}xSny—mpl)?nySy , 3)
c15 = —mplyxCx Sy —mplyySxCy
25 = —mplyySy c4q = —m,,l%)}yCySy
C45 = —mpl%?nySy C54 = mpl)%)}nySy
¢34 = mplyCxCy + mplyy Sy Sy
c35 = mplyxSx Sy +mplyyCxCy
T
G@)=[0 0 g31 g41 g51x]
831 = (mg+mp)g ’ (€]
841 =mpglSxCy g51 =mpglCx Sy
T
f:[fx fy fz 0 0] s (5)
. . . . . 1T
fa=[—cxk —cyy —ciz —cp i —cp vy ]
6)

In (2)—(6), my, m, are the mass of the quadrotor and
the payload, respectively, and m , is unknown, [ is the
cable length, g is the acceleration of gravity, fx(?),
fy(@), fz(t) denote the control inputs in Xy, Y, Z;
directions, respectively, ¢y, ¢y, ¢z, Cy,, Cy, are unknown
aerodynamic drag force coefficients, Cy, Cy, Sy, Sy
are abbreviations of cos yy, cos yy, siny, and sin yy,
respectively.

Remark 1 The control inputs fy (), fy(¢) and f;(¢) in
inertia frame .# can be converted to actual lift forces
and torque generated by four motors in body fixed
frame Z via the similar procedure in [1].

Remark 2 The quadrotor itself is an underactuated sys-
tem [1]. The introducing of the payload results in the
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increase in system’s degree of freedom. That is, the
quadrotor’s states x(¢), y(¢) and z(¢) are affected by
the input f, (¢), fy(t) and f;(¢) directly while the pay-
load’s swing angles y, (¢) and yy(¢) are not controlled
directly with f (¢), fy(t) and f,(¢). Thus, the dynamic
system in (1) is underactuated.

The inertia matrix M, (g) has the following proper-
ties [35,36]:

Property 1 The inertia matrix M, (g) is symmetric and
positive definite. Furthermore, for any vector y € RS,
there always exist two positive constants A,, and Ay
which satisfy the following inequality

A X1 < X" Me(@x < am 1% (7)

Property 2 The inertia matrix M.(q) and the cent-
ripetal-Coriolis matrix C(q, ¢) satisfy the following
equation

Mc(q) = C"(q.4) + C(q.9). ®)

Although the controller design is under the condition
of the unknown payload’s mass m, we can usually
obtain a prior information about the upper and lower
bounds for m, as follows:

m, <mp < mp. )

P

According to the practical flight scenarios, the fol-
lowing assumptions will be invoked in the subsequent
control development and stability analysis..

Assumption 1 The payload is always below the
quadrotor, and the swing angle y, (t), yy(¢) satisfy

-7=n=7. (10)

Remark 3 For most quadrotor UAV, the rotational
dynamics converge faster than the translational dynam-
ics, thus a lot of existing works do not take the rota-
tional dynamics into consideration [28,37,38]. Sim-
ilarly, the controller design developed in this paper
mainly focuses on the translational dynamics of the
quadrotor.

In this paper, we will develop an adaptive nonlin-
ear controller of the quadrotor with a slung-payload
subject to unknown parameters such as payload mass
and air damping coefficients. The control objective is
to ensure that the quadrotor moves to the target posi-
tion precisely, while the payload’s swing angles are
suppressed rapidly, which can be described as follows:

Jim [x(r) y(2) 2(1) yx (1) y3 ()] = [xa ya 2 001
(11)
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where x4, y4, 4 € R denote the target position of
the quadrotor.

To quantify the control performance, regulation error
signals are defined as follows:

ex()=x()=xa ey()=y() —ya e ()=2(t)=2za

e)=[ex(t) e () e w@®) o]
(12)

3 Control development

In this section, an adaptive controller will be presented
firstly based on energy analysis of the system. Then, a
parameter adaptive update law will be proposed in the
presence of the unknown plant parameters (including
payload’s mass and drag coefficients of aerodynamic
drag force).

The energy E (¢) of the quadrotor slung-payload sys-
tem, combining the kinetic and potential energy, can be
denoted as follows:

1. )
E@t) = EqTMCq +mpgl(1 — CCy). (13)

Taking the time derivative of (13), and substituting (5)
and (6) into the resulting equation yields

E=4¢"[f+ fa— G(@)]+mpgly:S:C,

—mpglyyCy Sy
= i (fr — 8:E0) + 3(fy — 8,6,) + 2(f, — 8T &)
— ¢y, )}Xz —Cyy J)yz. 14)

where 8, (1), 8(1), 8,(¢) and &, &, &; are defined as

So=4 8=y 8, =[12]" ' (15)
&y =cx gy = Cy & = [(mq +mp)g Cz]

Based on the passivity property of the quadrotor
slung-payload system energy, the adaptive controller
can be designed as [39]:

Sx() = — kpxex —kaxX — Ay + kdy,ﬂ}x + 8x§x

fy(®) = —kpyey —kayy — Ay + kay, vy + 8y§y

@) = _kpzez —kazz — A+ SZTEZ

(16)
where Ax(t) = kxgxex(t), Ay(1) = kygyey(d),

2
. 2 a X
A1) = kze(r) with ¢ = [%]
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_ V2(yatey) _ [ V2(zates) ]
oy = |:(yd+€y)7y§(l) $ 52 = | Garer 2w | » 24
kpx, kdx, kdyxs kpy, kdy, kd]/y9 kpz, de9 Ky, Ky, Kz € Rt
are some positive gains. The gains ¢, &y, &, € R in
(16) are introduced to restrict the maximum overshoots
for ey (1), ey(t), e, (t), respectively, where they satisfy

ex > |xg —x(0)] &y > |ya — y(0)| &7 > |za — z(0)].
(17

The dynamic estimates éx (1), éy (t) and éz (1) are esti-
mations for the unknown parameters &, &, and &,
respectively, and denoted as

éx =Cx éy = 5)’ éz = [(mq +”A1p)g éz] . (18)

Remark 4 The controller in (16) is referred to [39], but
it is different from the one in [39]. The system’s degree
of freedom in this paper is bigger than the one in [39],
and consequently, the stability analysis becomes much
more complicated. On the other hand, new auxiliary
functions A, (), Ay (¢) and A, (¢) are added in the con-
troller for the consideration of overshoot restriction in
this paper while the control design in [39] does not take
this issue into account. This will also make the stability
analysis in this paper is much different from the one in
[39].

By substituting (16) into (14), it can be obtained that

E = —kaxi? — kayy? — kaz 22 —cy, pi — oy Vi —kpaiey
— kpyyey — kpziez + kay, vak + kdy, Vyy — Sxxx
—8yEyy — 8T8z — Ak — Ayy — Az, (19)

where §x (1), Sy (1), &N'Z (¢) are online errors for &y, &y, &,
respectively, and defined as follows:

gx=$x_éx§y=$y_éy§z=$z_§r (20)

Based on the subsequent stability analysis, the param-
eter estimates &, (¢), &, (#) and &, (¢) are updated via the
following adaption algorithm

éxz_rx‘sx[“x‘i‘l)(%

~

‘o=
éz = —136; [O‘Z"H’(%)

where Iy = pux > 0, Iy, = py > 0, I; =
diag{pm,, u:} > 0 and o € R™ are some positive

)
) @
]

e

_Fyay[“y+p 7

gains. The function p(s) in (21) is a differential satu-
ration function, which is defined as

1, s > %
p(s) = §sin(s), |s| <75 . (22)
-1, s < —%

It can be proved that the following properties hold for
p(s) in (22):

1. for any value s € R, [p(s)| < 1,
2. the partial derivative of p(s) with respect to s can
be expressed as
ap(s) [0, Is| > /2
ds  |cos(s), |s|<m/2
and for any s € R, |ps(s)| < 1,
3. forany s € R, 02(s) < sp(s).

ps(s) = (23)

4 Stability analysis

The main stability result of the adaptive controller pro-
posed in (16) and (21) can be stated by the following
theorem.

Theorem 1 The proposed adaptive controller in (16)
and (21) ensure that all the closed-loop signals are
bounded, and quadrotor’s positive errors are asymp-

totically regulated in the sense that
tl;rrolo [ex(t) ey(t) ez(t)] = [O 0 O]

. . . ) (24)

tl_l)rgo[ex(t) éy(t) ez(t)] = [0 0 O]

the payload’s swing angles are asymptotically regu-
lated in the sense that

Jim [vx (@) vy (@) y2(0) py(1)] =[0000]. (25)

Meanwhile, the quadrotor’s motion during the flight
procedure are ensured to stay in a bounded region in
the sense that

xX(t) <xg+&x y(t) <ya+eyz(t) <zqg+e,. (26)

The estimate for the unknown mass of the payload con-
verges to its real value such that

tl_l)rgomp(t) =myp. 27

Proof To prove the above theorem, a nonnegative Lya-
punov function candidate V (¢) is chosen as follows:

1 . ) 1
V = anTMc(q)q +ampgl(l — Cny)+§<xkpxe)25

@ Springer
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E) M:(q)q

1
_akpzeg + peT (2

1 2
+ —otkpyey + >

2
1- i~
+ ngTI—'x 15}:

Ver g e g xt 2
a8 Iy S+ L 5z+m€x
Ky o2 K 2
+ + e
Gat+e)? =327 " Gate) -2
(28)

where p, (%) is defined as

29

To show that V (¢) is nonnegative, we can rearrange the
first four terms in (28), denoted as V4(¢), as follows:

1 . X ex\2
VM0)=§aq”m4mq+za[@x(§)

o (3) +kpz(65)2}

+ ampgl (2 sin’

2 7/ SlIl2 &)

2

1quM (9)g + 2 [kpx (%) +kpy (2 )2

2 Vx

2
2—{— sm2

— 4 sin

2
#hoe (5)']

+ ampgl(2 sin? 2 1

2
2+ sm2

| . e
ziaqTMc(q)q + 2ap; (5)

. e
X dlag{kpx, kpy, ksz mpglv mpgl}pe (E) .
(30)

By using the Young’s inequality, V4(¢) in (30) can be
lower bounded as follows:

1. .
Viat) > anTALKQ)Q-%2a~

GI

2 2(X\/}"I’I’l . min{kp)ﬁ kpyv kPZ3 n_l pgl’ mpgl}

min{kpxa kpy, kpzy mpgl» mpgl} : ‘ Pe

@ Springer

<141+ e (5)]
> 20 i mpet - [oe (5)[ - 6D

Here, the control gains &y, kpy, and are k,, chosen to
satisfy

kpx >m,gl kpy > m,gl kp; >m ,gl. (32)
Besides, the fifth term in (28) can be lower bounded as
F(5) Me@d = ~ra-1d- [ (3)]

ol (5) Me@i = —m-lal-ee (5)] . 33

The control gain « is selected to satisfy the following
inequality

Y
P — (34)

2\ /Am -m,gl
Thus, it is not difficult to check that V4 (¢) + peT (%)
M.(q)q > 0 holds, and consequently V (¢) in (28) is
nonnegative.
The time derivative of (28) can be expressed as fol-
lows:

V = — akgoi? — akgyy? — akg,z?
—acy, )/xz —acy, yvz + akqy, yiX
+ akdyy V)y - aaxgxx - aaygy).’

— asTEz+ ol (5) M@+l (5) Me(@)d
+ 6 (5) Me@q +ET 178,
+ETTCE, + ETICIE, (35)

For p/ (§)M.(g)§ in (35) denoted as Hy(r), substitut-
ing (1) into it yields

Ho = —kpyexp (%) kaxp ( 5 )+kd)/xyx,0 ( 5 )

=3 () =20 (3) ke (3)
—kdyyp( >+kdy‘7/y,0( ) 8$>p<7y)
= A () ~kpeen () hato (3)
=80k (3) — 20 (5) —enren (3)

— mpglCySyp (%) _ ol (g) C(q.4)q. (36)
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For peT (%)MC (¢)q in (35) denoted as H (¢), by utilizing
the expression of (8), it can be obtained that

H =0l (5)Ca.9i+d"Cq.dee(3). G

Forl (I 'E, ()+ET ()6, (0+EI (07 1E (1)
in (35) denoted as H;(#), substituting (21) into it yields

Hy = od[0ck + k6,5 +ak 8.2+ & bep (%x)
+§T8‘p(2>+ET5zP(2) (38)

After substituting (36)—(38) into the (35), the fol-
lowing expression for V () can be obtained

V = —akgi? — akayy? — aka.z* — acy, 2

— acy, ;;j + atkay, ek + akay, Py ¥
e e
~aw(3)-am(3)
e; ey
2 (5)bure () < men (5)
. (¢€y
—kzezp< ) kdxxx)( ) kdyyp(?y)

— kazzp ( ) + kdy, Vxp ( ) + kdyy)?yp(%y)

. Vx Vy
— Cy VxP (?) - Cyv)/yp (7)

— mpglSyCyp ( 5 ) +4"C(q. ¢)pe (§>

mplCiSyo (5) + 6L (5) Me(@)d-  (39)

From (39), by defining

Hy =— Ac(t)p (exz(t)> —4y®)p <ey—2(t))

— A (Dp (#)
— kpxex(®)p (ex2(1)> —kpyey()p (eyz(t)>
— kpee:(0p (612(”) (40)

the following inequality can be obtained upon the use
of the third property of p(s)

e e
Hsy < —2ic,6,p° (3") — 2Ky6yp” (%)

e
- 26500 (3)
Kz Gz P )

— 2Upao? (5) = 2™ () = 2pen® (5)
1)

For —kaci(0)p (442) — kay 300 (252) = ka:2(0)p
(#) in (39) denoted as Hy(¢), the following inequal-
ity holds upon the use of the Young’s inequality

k2 5 k2 1 e
H, < Sdx ;2 y .2 dz.2 1 2<x>
4_2x+2y+—2z+2p )

P @

For —m gl S:(1)Cy (1)p(252)
(1)
(%5~

— mpglCy(1)Sy(1)p
) in (39) denoted as H5(t), the following inequal-
ity can be obtained

Vx Vx
Hs < —2m ,glC ( Y —)
5 < —2mpglCy (sin > cos >
—2mpglCy <sm % cos %) . 43)

For ¢7C(q, q')pe(g) in (39) denoted as Hg(?), after
substituting (3) and (29) into it and some mathematical
manipulation, the following inequality can be obtained

. I 5. . .
Hg < 2m§,x2 + Zm%yz + me,zz + 2123/X2

35y +mylPy]. (44)

For kay, 7x(0p(“2) + kay, 7y 0o D)in (39)
denoted as H7(t), similarly, the following inequality
holds

Lo 01, e 1 1, e
H75§kdzyxyxz+§'02 (?x)+2kdyvyy+2p2 (2\)
(45)

For p, ( YM.(g)q in (39), based on the second prop-
erty of p(s) and (7), it is implied that

o (5) M@

max [pey (5). ey (%) 05 oo (5) oy (3))

=

v g1

1AM(x +32 422 +yx+y) (46)
Substituting (41)—(45) and (46) into (39) yields

Vi =—A0=c, 7m0 (5 ) =en e (B). @D
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where A(t) is defined as

Al 2 — (akdx - %kﬁx - %)\M - 2m§,> 2
_ (akdy - %kgy - %/\M - %”%) 2
— <akdz—%—%AM—2m )z
- <ach — %AM 2% —mpl* — %kgy) v2

1 2 1 2 22
— <O[ny — E)\M -3l — Ekd)’y) ]/y
e
— @y + 2005, = D (5)

e
— @y + 26,5, — Do? (F)

1\ ,re;
— | 2kpz + 26:5; — B o (E
2

. Wx 2 ..
—2m,glCy (sm = cos + akdy, yxX

2)
2

2
—2m,glCy (sin % cos %)

) + akdy, Yy -

(48)

If the positive gains o, kayx, kdy, kdz, kpx, kpy, kpz,
kay,, kdyy , Kx, Ky, k7 are chosen to satisfy the following
conditions

1
kdax = kdy = ka; = P

iy, /AM+4m
max r
a {2 )"m‘mpgl £l 2,- 1 /31 £ ﬂ3

< a < min{f, B4}

kpx > max{%,mpgl} kpy > max{%,rppgl}

(49)

kp; > max{z—ll,mpgl} ke >0ky >0k, >0

it can be guaranteed that —A(¢) is negative definite,
where the gains B, B2, B3, Ba and r are chosen to
satisfy

B1 = rzcyx — r\/rzc2
Ba =r’c, + r\/r 2 — (4% +2m 1% 4 Aum)

B3 =ricy,, — r\/r c3, — (61> + hp) (50)

— (42 + 2 1% + Ay)

,34=r Cy, +r\/rc — (612 4+ 1y)
A 2m 2
r > max ,\/ m”+M,‘/6l+)“M
2 e Sy
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The details for how to obtain the conditions in (49)
and (50) are presented in the “Appendix”.

By integrating both sides of (47) with respect to time,
it can be obtained that

t
V(1) — V(0) 5—/ A(r)dr
0

x (1) ¥x(0)
2 —
+ 2¢y, |:cos 5 cos 3

(1 (0
+ ZCVy |:cos )/}2( ) — CoS V)Z( )]

<dc,, + 4cyy . on

Thus, it indicates that
V(1) = V(0) +4cy, + 4y, K +o0. (52)

Now, it is not difficult to obtain that |e,(0)| < xz +
Exs ey(0)| < Ya + &y, le;(0)] < zg + &, from (17).
Assuming that e, (¢) (respectively, ey (t), e;()) tends
to exceed the boundary of |e, (1)| < x4 + &, from the
interior (respectively, |ey (t)| < Ya+ey,le ()] < zq+
&;), then we can conclude from (28) that V(1) — o0
which invalidates V () < 400 in (52). Thus, we have

lex ()] < xq + &x |ey(t)| < ya+e&y le (1)
<zq +é;. (53)

It is not difficult to show that x(¢), y(¢), z(¢), yx(¢),
Yy (), ex(t), ey(t), e-(1), (1), &y(1), &:(t) € Lo,
(1) e2(1) (1) <L
(xa+ex)>—x2(1) (ya+ey)?—y2(1)° (za+e)>—22(1) o0
according to (28) and (52). Moreover if e, () — 0,
1 1 .

then oo Gaten 2 € L. In addi-

tion, if e, (#) does not converge to 0, then it follows

ex(t)
Gare @ € Loo that

€ L. Similar analysis can be applied

N Grre e Ad oIk
that m € Loo: m S Loo Con-
sequently due to (16), we can obtain that fy (1), fy(2),
fz(t) € L. Then, based on the structure of the system
dynamics in (1), it is not difficult to conclude that X (¢),
(1), Z(1), Yx (1), ¥y (t) € Loo. Moreover, we can obtain
Jo Alex(1), €y(1), €:(0), ¥ (1), 7y (0), 1(7), ¥(1),
2(1), Yx (1), ¥y(1))dt € L since V(1) € Loo. And
it implies from (64) that X (1), Y(t), z(t), yx (1), ¥, (1),

p (&) (D)) p(4y siny, (1), siny, (1) € Lo.

and

from e (t) € Lo and

.
(xa+ex)>—x2(1)
1 thus we can obtain
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By invoking Barbalat’s lemma, we can conclude that
lim ey (1), ey (1), e,(t) =0 lim y, (¢), yy(t) =0
t—00 —00
lim x (1), y(2), 2(t) = 0 lim y,(2), y,(t) =0
—0o0 —00
By applying (54) to the first and second entry of (16),
it leads to the fact that tlim fx(t) =0, tlim fr@®) =0.
— 00 —00

Substituting (54) into the dynamics of x (), y(¢) in (1),
it can be concluded that

Jim [(ng +mp)¥ () +mpljc(5)] = 0
Jim [m L% () +mpl*Yx (1)) = 0
Jim [(ng +mp)F() +mpliy ()] =0
Jim [mpl§0) +mpl3y (0] = 0

Thus, we have

lim [£(0) 51 =1[00] lim [§:(t) ()] = [0 AB6)

According to the dynamics of z(¢) in (1), we can obtain
that

(55)

(mg +mp)(E() + g)
= —kpre; —kazz — A+ (mg+mp)g+E:2 — ¢ 2
— mplCy(Fx Sy + VECx) — 2m pl 7 Yy Si Sy
— mplCy(¥ySy + 75 Cy). (57)
The expression in (57) leads to
(mg +mp)it) =mp(t)g + E (1) (58)

where Z (1) is defined as follows:

E(t) = kpre; —kaz — A; + 62— 2
= 2mply yyScSy — mplCy(Yx Sy + ).’xzcx)
— mplCx(Jy Sy + 7, Cy). (59)

Based on (54) and (56), it can be concluded that

lim & (t) =0, (60)
11— 00
and from the third entry of (21), we can obtain
- . e
(g = =, [0+ 0 (5)] € Lo (61)

and n;ip(t)g € L. Based on (58), (60) and (61), the
extended Barbalat’s lemma [40] can be invoked to show
that

lim Z(t) =0 lim m,()g =0, (62)
t—>00 t—00
Thus, it can be concluded that

tl_l)l‘go mp(t) =m, (63)
since g is a nonzero positive constant. O

Optitrack Motion Capture System
a

S

Ethernet |

@

j Ground Station
Xbee
L] Module /
ZigBee link

E . Xbee
Module

Fig. 2 The experiment testbed

5 Experimental results

To validate the control performance of the proposed
strategy, real-time experiments are performed on a self-
build UAV testbed shown in Fig. 2. The testbed consists
of a small-size quadrotor, a cable-connected payload,
a motion capture system, a ground station, and a XBee
based wireless data link. For the quadrotor platform,
the STM32 chip is used as a real-time engine, which
can provide the accurate attitude information with the
gyroscope and accelerometer sensors integrated on the
board. In addition, the real-time embedded controller
offers the attitude controller and position controller.
The motion capture system Optitrack is employed to
measure the positions of quadrotor and the payload.
Based on these position informations, the swing angles
can be calculated and then the data packets are transmit-
ted to the ground stations via the Ethernet. The ground
station PC plays two roles. On the one hand, the ground
station is used to record the experimental data dur-
ing the flight. On the other hand, the ground station
is responsible for parsing the data packets transferred
from the Optitrack. In order to achieve the communi-
cation between the Optitrack and the quadrotor, we use
two XBee modules which provide cost-effective wire-
less connectivity to devices in ZigBee networks. One
is connected to controller chip of the quadrotor and the
other one is connected to the Serial port of the ground
station.

The parameters of the quadrotor slung-payload sys-
tem are listed as m; = 1.0082kg, m, = 0.0761kg,
I = 1.085m and ¢ = 9.81m/s. In all cases, the
initial and desired positions for the quadrotor are set
as x(0) = —0.5m, y(0) = 1.5m, z(0) = —1.6m,
x4 = 05m, y; = —1.0mand z; = —1.7m. And
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the control parameters of the proposed adaptive con-
troller for the quadrotor slung-payload system are set
a =05 I, =T, = 20, I, = diag{l1.2, 10},
kpx = kpy = 4.9, kax = kay = 8.0, kp; = 16.0,
kaz = 9.0, and kqy, = kg,, = 0.7.

To compare and analyze the effectiveness of the pro-
posed methodology, a LQR controller is also imple-
mented on the testbed. The dynamic mode in (1) is
linearized to obtain the LQR controller. The LQR
controller is designed as f(r) = — Kx(¢), where
x(t) = [ex(®) ey(r) e(t) x(1) y(O)2(1) yx (1) yy(0)
V() vy (t)]T e R10x1 K iscontrol gain matrix which
is the optimal solution in theory calculated via MAT-
LAB toolbox.

For the convenience of quantitative analysis of the
experimental results, some definitions in this paper are
given as follows:

1. The steady-state value is the region when the devia-
tion between the actual value and desired state value
stay in the given range @, in this paper, ®, =
0.08m, ®, = 0.Im, ®, = 0.03m, ®,, = 3°,
e, =3.5°

2. The adjusting time 7, is defined as the required
time to reach the steady-state process.

In this section, four cases of experiments are imple-
mented on the testbed.

Case 1-Comparison with LOR controller The exper-
imental results are shown in Figs. 3, 4, 5, which,

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Time (sec)
T 2 T
=~ 0
X -2 1 1 1 L 1 J
0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Time (sec)
€ 16 T ]
= —1.7% Py
S ; : ; |
0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Time (sec)
~ 20 T
S B hman ]
S -10 At i ; ‘ j B
0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Time (sec)
DZ Zgrv\v—.,ﬂv‘ ]
= -20
= %0 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Bl
0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Time (sec)

Fig. 3 The quadrotor’s position (x,y,z) and the payload’s
swing angle (yy, yy) incase 1 [blue line: the proposed controller;
red line: LQR controller]
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Fig. 4 The control output (fy, fy, fz) in case 1 [blue line: the
proposed controller; red line: LQR controller]
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Fig.5 The estimation of payload’s mass in case 1 [blue line: the
proposed controller]

respectively, represent the quadrotor’s positions, the
payload’s swing angles, the control outputs of the
proposed controller and LQR controller and the esti-
mation of payload’s mass of the proposed controller.
We analyze the data in a quantitative form as listed
in Table 1, which includes adjusting time 7, =
[fax tay taz tay, tay, |- standard deviation of steady-state
process Xq = [0dx 0dy 0d; Ody, Ody, | and maximum
residual of steady-state process M, = [mrx Myy Myy
mr),xm,,,y]. From Figs. 3, 4 and Table 1, one can see
that the proposed controller can achieve higher posi-
tioning accuracy and faster convergence for horizontal
motion of the quadrotor, meanwhile suppress the pay-
load swing angle faster. Particularly, maximum pay-
load residual swing angles in steady-state process for
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Table 1 Quantitative analysis of data in case 1

Case 1 The proposed controller The LQR controller

T.(s) [4.7850 7.4950 4.1920 3.9610 9.0190] [6.7290 9.0870 7.4700 11.4340 13.5370]
Xy [0.0142 0.0148 0.0066 0.6759 0.7286] [0.0167 0.0250 0.0069 0.9836 1.2965]
M, (m,°) [0.0177 0.0310 0.0185 1.8143 1.9723] [0.0435 0.0650 0.0161 2.3038 3.2150]
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E i ]
=0 1
X -1
0
Time (sec)
’E‘ 2 T
= 0
= " n n n N ]
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Time (sec)
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Fig. 6 The quadrotor’s position (x,y,z) and the payload’s
swing angle (yy, yy) in case 2

the proposed controller are far less than that LQR
controller. In particular, when the system reaches the
steady-state process, the proposed controller has bet-
ter performance than LQR controller according to both
standard deviation and maximum residual. From Fig. 5,
we can see that the estimation of the unknown payload
mass is about 0.0743kg, and the estimation error is
about 0.0018 kg, which indicates the online estimation
for payload’s mass converges nearly to its real value.
And the result is consistent with theoretical analysis.

Case 2—Robustness to different payload’s mass We
change the payload from 0.0761 to 0.1789kg, the
experimental results of the proposed controller are
shown in Figs. 6, 7, 8, which, respectively, represent
the quadrotor’s positions, the payload swing angles, the
control outputs, and the estimation of payload’s mass
of the proposed controller. Similarly, the quantitative
results are listed in Table 2. Compared with the exper-
imental results in case 1, it can be seen obviously that
overall control performance of the proposed controller
does not vary much although the payload’s mass has

~ 2
Z
= 0 TR
e
-2 i i i i i 1
0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Time (sec)
ol
z
= 0op
-2
0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Time (sec)
ol r r r r
Z -12 \/\IM A, PR
= 14y
_16 i i i i i
10 20 30 40 50 60
Time (sec)

Fig.7 The control output (fy, fy, f7) in case 2
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Fig. 8 The estimation of payload’s mass in case 2

changed. We can obtain that the steady-state mean in
vertical direction of the proposed controller is about
— 1.7037 m, which indicates the final position of the
proposed controller is almost to its desired position.
According to Fig. 8, the online estimation for the pay-
load’s weight is approximately 0.1825kg that means
the estimation error is about 0.0036 kg. So we can con-
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Table 2 Quantitative analysis of data in case 2 z ‘30
= 2
Case2 The proposed controller :i:x 0 s A AR AN
- ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Tu(s) [4.3260 7.5190 9.7990 3.5600 9.9320 ] 0 10 2 e e % &
X4 [0.0165 0.0230 0.0065 0.4720 0.5322] 4 : :
M, (m,*) [0.0562 0.0498 0.0147 0.9841 1.5709] g 2 J\[\/\JM
> -2
-4 by L L L L L
0 -30 10 20 30 40 50 60
= 4 ‘ I Time (sec)
< 05
= ol:/‘M ] 125
< -05 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ =
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 z
Time (sec) = 1
g 2 ‘ =
) OI\’\A ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ JI 38, 10 20 30 0 50 60
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E -16 ; Fig. 10 The control output (fy, fy, f;) in case 3
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Time (sec) Table 3 Quantitative analysis of data in case 3
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Fig. 9 The quadrotor’s position (x,y,z) and the payload’s
swing angle (yx, yy) in case 3

clude that the proposed online estimator for payload’s
weight can converge to its true value precisely.

Case 3—Robustness to initial disturbances We consider
the system is perturbed by initial swing angles. The
initial payload’s swing angles y, (t), y,(t) are set as
22.1°, 13.5°, respectively, as shown in Fig. 9. The cor-
responding experimental results are shown in Figs. 9,
10, which represent the quadrotor’s positions, the pay-
load’s swing angles and the control outputs of the pro-
posed controller, respectively. And the relevant quan-
titative results are shown in Table 3. We can see that
adjusting time 7}, is a bit long because of the large ini-
tial swing angles. However, the payload’s swing angles
vx(t), yy(t) drop down to half of maximum swing
angles (Yxmax = 23.9°, Yymax = 21.2°) in a short
time (about 2.6, 5.2 s, respectively), which indicates
the proposed controller has good effect in reducing the
large swing angles. From Figs. 9, 10 and Table 3, we can
see that the overall control performance keeps good in
terms of steady-state mean error, standard deviation and
maximum residual in steady state. These experimental

@ Springer

results demonstrate that the proposed control law has
good robustness to the initial swing disturbances.

Case 4—Robustness to external disturbances In this
case, we introduce some disturbance at about 19.5s
when the quadrotor has reached the definition for a
while. The disturbance induced swing angles y, (¢),
vy (t) are approximately 32.5° and 36.0°, respectively.
The experimental results are shown in Figs. 11, 12,
which represent the quadrotor’s positions, the pay-
load’s swing angles and the control outputs of the
proposed controller, respectively. And the quantitative
results are shown in Table 4. We can see that the con-
trol force changes due to disturbance, as a result, the
quadrotor’s positions are regulated by the controller in
order to suppress the payload’s swing motion. From the
adjusting time 7, in Table 4, we can conclude that the
regulation process is quick with small adjusting time
for the quadrotor’s position x(¢), y(y) in X, Y direc-
tions and payload’s swing angles y. (), vy (¢). The pay-
load’s swing angles yx (7), yy(¢) reach the steady-state
process in 4.4905s, 6.299 s, respectively, under the large
interferences, which shows the satisfying robustness
of the proposed controller with respect to the external
disturbances. From the third entry of Table 4, one can
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Fig. 11 The quadrotor’s position (x, y,z) and the payload’s
swing angle (yyx, yy) in case 4
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Fig. 12 The control output ( fx, fy, f;) in case 4

Table 4 Quantitative analysis of data in case 4

Case 4 The proposed controller

T.(s) [2.9075 2.7092 0.0000 4.4900 6.2990]
X4 [0.0109 0.0110 0.0047 0.6672 0.4692]
M, (m,°) [0.0235 0.0330 0.0114 2.0438 1.0221 ]

conclude that behaviors in the steady state stay very
well with small standard deviation of steady-state pro-
cess X; and small maximum residual of steady-state
process M.

6 Conclusion

A nonlinear adaptive controller for the quadrotor slung-
payload system has been presented under the unknown
aerodynamic drag force and unknown system parame-
ters, which can achieve accurate quadrotor positioning
and rapid payload swing suppression simultaneously.
Besides, a parameter online estimation can precisely
identify the unknown payload’s mass. The Lyapunov-
based analysis is used to prove the stability of the pro-
posed control laws. Experiment results performed on
the self-build testbed confirm its superior performance
and robustness.

About the future work, we will extend the current
design to multiple quadrotor cooperative aerial trans-
portation system. In addition, since the actual flight
is susceptible to external gust disturbance, the corre-
sponding adaptive robust controller will be designed
considering the coexistence of unknown parameters
and external wind disturbance.
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Appendix
Parameter condition derivation

The function A(#) in (48) can be expressed as follows:

—A@) = —mi® —my® — it = nayd — sy

e
— nep? (%)
e e . .
— m7p? (%) — ngp? (é) + akay, ik
2
+ akdy, yyy — 2mpglCy (sin % cos %)

2
— 2m,glC, (sin % cos %) (64)
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where 1, 12, 13, 14, 05, N6, N7, Ng are defined as and it yields from (70) that
n]=akdx_%k§x_%)\.M_2m% nm>0m>0n>0n>0n5>0. (71)
m 4 akgqy — %kgy — %)»M — A—I‘m% Suppose that kg = kqy = kg, = }a where r € RT
A 2 | 5 is positive constant. Hence, (71) can be denoted as
n3 = okg; — % - j)&M - 2mp
A 1 2 21,2 771=(%—2%)a2—%)LM—2m%,>0
N4 = Acy, —7AM—21 —mpl _ikdy, r
A e (6 _(l_L)Oﬂ_lA 1220
N5 =acy, — %)\.M —3]2 - %kgyv =\ 2r2 2AM — 7
“ 0 S T - S SR ) (72)
N6 2 2Ky + 2crcy — 1 ’73—(r zﬂ)“ 2hm = 2mj, >0
— 1.2 1 2 2
n7é2kpy+2xy§y—l N4 =— 570 +cya — iy —20—mpl=>0
—_ 1,2 — Ly 32
N ékaz+2KZgZ _% N5 = — 520" ¢y Am —31°>0
N define S follows: By making some mathematical manipulation, it is
ow, we define S(¢) as follows: reduced as
— 2 2y,.2
S = —mi* —my* — mz® — my; (22r 1)2“ ~ (’\Mz+ im")r )
— 0¥y + akay, VX + akay, Yy Y a2 B 2r2cy’”a + r2(412 +2mpl"+ hy) > 0
_ sPsT' 66) o —=2r-cy,a +ro(6l + Ay) > 0

where Pisa5 x 5matrix, s = [X § Z y» 1 ] € RO
and denoted via the following equations

m 0 0 pua O
0 n2 0 0 pos
P=|0 0nm o0 0

7
pa1 0 0 ng O @7)
0 ps20 0 ns
D14 = pa1 = — %akdyx P25 = ps2 = — %akdyy

Consequently, S(¢) in (66) can be described as
S=—¢el@)Per). (68)

By substituting (68) into (64), we can obtain

—A() ==l () Pe(r) — 77602(%) —mp’ (e_y>

2
2
— ngp’ (%Z) —2m,glCy (sin % cos %)
2
— 2m,glCy (sin J;—x cos %) . (69)

In order to ensure —A(¢) to be negative definite, it
is implied that P need to be positive definite, then the
conditions can denote as follows:

mn2nana+(okay)?n2nz >0 ninananans >0’
(70)

{ n >0mn2>0mnmnn: >0
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(73)
Thus, o should be selected to satisfy

Ay +4m?

1 < a < min{B; B4}

max § B1 B3 r
(74)
with

Br = rc,, —r\[r2c) — (42 + 20,2 + )

Ba =r’c, + r\/rzc)z,x — (412 +2m pl% + Ayp)
B3 = rcy, — r\/rzc)%y — (612 + Ap)

Ba = rzcyy + r\/rzc)z,y — (612 4+ Am)

(75)

and r should be chosen to satisfy

N W SN ey

r = max 5, D s
C}’x Cyv

(76)

On the other hand, considering the negative property
of —A(¢), the following inequalities hold

ne = 2kpy +2Kx6x —1>0
n7 =2kpy +2Ky6y —1>0, 77
ng = 2kpz +2k:6; — % >0
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that means
1 1 1
kpx >§kpy> EkpZ>ZKx >0ky >0k, >0.

(78)

Thus, combined with (32) and (34), we can obtain

the conditions for «, kqx, kay, kdz» kpx, kpy, kpz, kay,
kdy,, kx, Ky, K in (49) and (50) based on (71)-(78).
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