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Abstract

Recently, Bayesian Optimization (BO) provides an efficient technique for selecting the
hyperparameters of machine learning models. The BO strategy maintains a surrogate model
and an acquisition function to efficiently optimize the computation-intensive functions with
a few iterations. In this paper, we demonstrate the utility of the BO to fine-tune the
hyperparameters of a Random Forest (RF) model for a problem related to the recognition
of splice-junction genetic sequences. Locating these splice-junctions prompts further under-
standing of the DNA splicing process. Specifically, the BO algorithm optimizes four RF
hyperparameters: number of trees, number of splitting features, splitting criterion, and leaf
size. The optimized RF model automatically selects the most predictive features of the
training data. The dataset is obtained from the UCI machine learning repository where half
of the records represent two different types of splice-junctions and the other half does not
represent any splice-junction. Experimental results proved the advantage of the BO-RF with
99.96% and 97.34% training and test classification accuracies respectively. The results also
demonstrated the ability of the RF model to select the most important features, ensuring the
best possible results using Support Vector Machine (SVM), K-Nearest Neighbor (KNN),
and decision tree (DT) models. Some practical procedures in model development and
evaluation such as out-of-bag error and cross-validation approaches are also referred to.

Keywords Splicejunctionrecognition - Random forest - Bayesian optimization, feature selection,
support vector machine - K-nearest neighbor - Decision tree
1 Introduction

The human eukaryotic deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) represents the building block of life that
holds the encoded genetic directives for living organisms. In the central dogma of molecular
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biology, the transcription process converts the DNA information into a precursor mRNA.
Then, the splicing process removes the non-coding regions (introns) and connects the coding
regions (exons) to form the contiguous coding sequence (mMRNA) which is in turn translated
into protein as shown in Fig. 1. The proteins are built according to the instructions stored in the
DNA sequence. Accordingly, the understanding and analysis of DNA and RNA genetic
sequences play critical roles in the treatments of any genetic disorders [5, 30].

The main objective of this study is to build a recognition system to predict whether a
particular sequence of DNA nucleotides includes an exon-intron border, intron-exon border, or
neither of them. It is a challenging problem that requires the knowledge of characteristics,
dependencies, and the relationship of nucleotides in the splice site surrounding regions.
Usually, Genetic databases are imbalanced mixed with noise which weakens the learning
process [19]. In the literature, this problem was treated as a classification task. Table 1 lists
some recent studies that used different Artificial Intelligence (AI) models to automatically
recognize these splice-junctions. The present study combined the high potential Random
Forest (RF) model and the state-of-the-art Bayesian Optimization (BO) to build a splice-
junction recognition system and to rank the input nucleotides according to their predictive
power. RF model is an ensemble of decision trees with several successful applications in
healthcare applications [15] and the BO algorithm has emerged as an efficient tool for
optimizing computation-intensive functions. BO has proven highly effective in controlling
machine learning and deep learning models [17]. Precisely, in this study, the BO algorithm
optimizes four RF hyperparameters: number of trees, number of splitting features, splitting
criterion, and leaf size. The optimized RF model automatically selects the most predictive
nucleotides (features) of the training data. The use of the optimization algorithm gives
reassurance to the merit of the resulting model because the more accurate the model, the more
we can trust the resulting feature importance.

The BO algorithm is evaluated using the Gaussian process (GP), which is the standard
surrogate model and three different acquisition functions: probability-of-improvement. Lower-
confidence-bound, and expected improvement [9]. Our goal is to achieve the best optimization
results in the fewest number of iterations. The proposed method is evaluated on a real-world
dataset publicly available from the UCI repository which was obtained from the Genbank 64.1
primate data [31]. The optimized RF model automatically ranks the predictive features
according to their importance and this arrangement is evaluated using the BO-optimized
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Fig. 1 Central dogma of molecular biology: RNA encoding and protein synthesis
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versions of three popular Al models: SVM, KNN, and DT trained using the cross-validation
approach. Overall, the contributions of this study are as follows:

* A hybrid machine learning model BO-RF for the recognition of the DNA splice junction
sequence.

* Evaluation of three BO acquisition functions: expected improvement, lower-confidence-
bound, and probability-of-improvement.

* Automatic feature ranking using the sensitivity analysis of the optimized RF model

*  Performance evaluation of the optimized versions of RF, SVM, KNN, and DT models
using the RF-based selected features.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows: Section 2 describes the proposed
methodology including the dataset description, the cross-validation approach, and the perfor-
mance metric. Section 3 briefly presents the RF modeling, the out-of-bag error, and feature
importance ranking. Section 4 reviews the BO algorithm including the definition of the
Gaussian process model and three acquisition functions. Finally, all experimental results and
discussions are presented in Section 5.

2 Methodology

For this study, we suggested a two stages method based on the RF classification model. In the
first stage, we fine-tuned the RF hyperparameters using three different BO acquisition

Splice Junction In Bag Data Bayesian Optimization
Dataset

OOB Data

RF Modeling

Cross-Valid Test Data
Data

: Training & Test Accuracies i

Fig. 2 Workflow for BO-RF modeling, automatic feature ranking, and model evaluation

@ Springer



Multimedia Tools and Applications (2021) 80:30505-30522 30509

functions: expected improvement, lower-confidence-bound, and probability-of-improvement
based on the splice-junction dataset. The optimization process controlled four RF
hyperparameters: number of trees, number of splitting features, splitting criterion, and leaf
size. The objective was to minimize the out-of-bag (OOB) error function. The resulting
optimal RF model ranked all predictive features according to their contribution to the
classification process. In the second stage, the ranked features were evaluated using BO
optimized versions of SVM, KNN, and DT models. The ranked features were included in
the modeling process one by one according to their importance. These models were trained to
minimize the cross-validation error. Fig. 2 shows the workflow.

2.1 Dataset description

The proposed method is evaluated on a real-world dataset collected from Genbank
64.1(FTP site: genbank.bio.net) and is available in the UCI machine learning
repository [31].

The dataset consists of 3190 records with 60 features (DNA nucleotides) categorically
classified with no missing values. They represent splice junctions where RNA splicing occurs.
The 60 features represent the DNA nucleotides, starting at position —30 and ending at position
+30. Each one is filled by one of {A, G, T, and C}. Other characters indicate ambiguity among
the standard characters according to Table 2. Fields with ambiguities are processed as they are
without being replaced. The dataset contains 767 exon-intron EI records (donor site), 768
intron-exon IE records (acceptor site), and 1655 not splice site N records with percentages of
about 25% EI, 25% IE, and 50% N. The objectives of the proposed BO-RF classification
model are to determine whether or not a particular sequence has a splice site, to define its type:
EI (donor site) IE (acceptor site), or N (not a splice site), and to identify the most predictive
features in the training data.

2.2 Model training and evaluation

The entire dataset is initially divided into training and test subsets. Then, in the first stage,
the RF training process benefits from the OOB capability of the RF modeling methodol-
ogy [2]. The OOB approach is described in Sec. 3. But, in the second stage, the objective is
to compare the performances of the optimized versions of RF, SVM, KNN, and DT
models using the ranked features. This time, models are trained to minimize the cross-
validation error. K-fold cross-validation guarantees the participation of all training records
in model learning and validation [27]. The algorithm partitions the whole training records
into k separate subsets conducts k rounds of model training and validation, chooses one
partition for validation, trains the model on the remaining k-1 partitions, and then uses the
one that left-out to validate the model. For each fold, the algorithm calculates the

Table 2 Dataset feature descrip-

tion (ambiguity) Dataset Character DNA Meaning
D AorGorT
N AorGorCorT
S Cor G
R AorG
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Fig. 3 Graphical depiction of the five-fold cross-validation procedure: the complete dataset is randomly split into
five equal partitions. Four partitions are used to train the model and one for validation. The process is repeated
five times such that all training records participate in model training and validation

classification error for the in-fold data by a model, which is trained on the records of the
other k-1 partitions. The Graphical procedure of five-fold cross-validation is depicted in
Fig. 3. The trained models are evaluated and compared based on the overall accuracy of
training and test records. For a particular class y, the true positive (TP) equals the number
of actual y records that are correctly classified and the (TN) is the number of non-y records
that are properly classified to any non —y class. The overall accuracy is computed as
follows:

e General Accuracy of y class

TP, + TN,

- (1)

where N is the total number of records. Then the overall accuracy in this multi-class
classification problem is defined by

*  Overall Accuracy

- )
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Splice Junction Dataset

RF hyperparameters

* Number of trees

* Number of splitting features
* Splitting criterion

* Leafsize

Majority voting

—

Final class

Fig. 4 Structure of random forest
3 Random forest (RF)

In the last years, the RF model has emerged as a practical tool for classification, regression, and
visualization in particularly in bioinformatics [1, 13, 35]. It is an ensemble of high-performance
decision trees, where predictions are produced by the majority of votes. To keep low bias and low
dependence between trees, Breiman in [2] proposed two sources of diversity. First, each tree is trained
on different subsets from the training data (bootstrap). Second, at every splitting node, the algorithm
uses only a random subset of the available features. Individual trees are built without pruning, that is,
they are left to grow to their fullest depths. Assuming ® = {(x1,,), ..., (Xv , ¥y )}, represents the
N training data, where x represents the input feature vector x;= (x; 1, ..., ; ,)” with p features, and y; is
the output class. Let the number of decision trees is 72, number of splitting features i 740 <P,
splitting criteria i fgie, and trees are allowed to grow up such that it has LS, minimum number of
records in terminal leaves (leaf size). The RF learning procedure works as illustrated by Algorithm 1.
Fig. 4 shows the structure of the RF algorithm. All trees can be grown in parallel to reduce the bias and
variance of the model at the same time. RF provides a reliable feature importance estimate and offers
effective approximations of the test error without suffering the cost of repetitive model training
associated with cross-validation as described in the subsequent sections.

Algorithm 1 Random Forest: Learning procedure

Input:

Training data ® = {(X4,y1), ..., (X, Yn)}, number of decision trees 1., number of splitting features Myeqpyre t0,
splitting criterion fopieting. and leaf size LSyecoras

Process

For j=1 to nyee

Take a bootstrap subset D; of size n from D, typically n is about two thirds (0.66) of N.
Train the j decision tree on D;:

At each decision node, start with all features

Select randomly My, qzyre features out of the p features.
Find the best binary partition based on fopitting (Xi1, - Xipm feame)

Split the node into two descend nodes until LS,..,rqs leaf size has achieved
End and Output N¢ree trained decision trees (RF model)

/0 Te N

@ Springer
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3.1 Out-of-bag error

Out-of-bag error (OOB) is an estimation technique for measuring the prediction error of the RF
model. Typically, the RF algorithm trains each tree using two-thirds of the training records
(called in-bag data), and validate the tree with the remaining third (called out-of-bag OOB
data) (Fig. 4). Eventually, each record contributes to the training of two-thirds of the trees and
validating the other third. These OOB predictions are compared to their known classes to
compute the OOB error to estimate the RF generalization. For a particular training record, the
OOB error is the mean prediction error using only the trees that did not have this record in their
in-bag data. Algorithm 2 describes the OOB prediction procedure.

Algorithm 2 OOB prediction procedure

Consider the bootstrap version ®; = {(X4,¥1), ..., (X, ¥,,)} and let ﬁj (x) refers to the predicted class label for record
X; = (g1, -, X; )7, of the /" tree.
1. Forj=1 to Nyyee
Fori=1to N
a. Consider N; = {j: (x;,y;) € D;} as the OOB records for the bootstrap D; and J; as the cardinality
of N;
b. Calculate the prediction of x;
foos®) = argmaz, Y 1(h(x) = )
Jeli
End
End

For classification with zero-one error function, the generalization error rate is computed as
follows:
Eoos =

1 X -~
& 2 (0# oon(x) G)

The Oob predictions ?OOB(X) allow to compute the class-wise error rate for each class, and

compute the OOB “confusion matrix” by cross-tabulating y; and ?OOB(X[)‘
3.2 Feature importance

The RF algorithm can measure the importance of all features according to their contributions
to the prediction of the output class [35]. This measure is calculated by directing all the OOB
records down the RF trees and assessing the predicted output. Then, for every feature £, its
values are randomly permuted in the OOB records, while preserving all other features fixed
and once again, the algorithm generates the predicted outputs (for permuted data),i.e., we have
two sets of OOB predictions: one set obtained for real data and one for feature-k-permuted
data. Let errOOB, refers to the error of a single tree ¢ for the real OOB data and errOOB as
error of the permuted OOB data. Then, the importance of the feature x; is defined as follows:

Niree

> (errOOBy—errOOB;) 4)

Npree ¢

Importance (x;) =

The large value of this measure means great importance to the feature and vice versa.
However, the importance values can be high even for features that are not relevant
(predictive) of the class label, as long as the RF model can use them to overfit. It depends
on how the RF model handles training data.

@ Springer
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3.3 RF hyperparameter estimation

The RF algorithm has four hyperparameters to be prespecified: the number of trees 72,
number of splitting features gy, Splitting criterion fojiing, and leaf size LS,econgs. Small
values of 7, lead to overfitting, while large values increase the model complexity. Typically,
Nyree 18 set between 100 and 500. Regarding, m,,. small values increase the RF diversity but,
they may upsurge the error rate. Usually, it is set to the square root of the total number of
features. There are three common splitting criteria: Gini’s diversity index (GDI), Twoing rule,
and maximum deviance reduction (simply Deviance) [18]. The minimum number of records
per terminal leaf LS., controls the depth of individual trees. Figs. 5 shows the influences of
these hyperparameters on the performance of the RF model for the recognition of splice-
junction sites. Experiments were done using MATLAB package [21]. The dataset was divided
into 70% training and 30% test subsets. The criteria are the misclassification probabilities for
the OOB and test records. We set the default values to be 300 for 7., 8 for m,.;, GDI for
Jsplitting» and 1 for minimum leaf size. Figure 5a shows the effect of the number of trees. The
OOB error is 0.0305 with 263 trees. However, the minimum test error is 0.0230 with 137 trees.
In general, the two curves have similar behaviors. Figure 5b shows the effect of the number of
splitting features that are randomly selected at each splitting node where the minimum OOB

0.3 0.2
OOB records OOB records
o) Test rescors o Test records
g g
8 02 S
o o
» @
3 ®
Q0.1 2
— \\\U\VW s
0 0 ‘ : '
0 100 200 300 400 500 0 20 40 60
Trees Splitting Features
(a) (b)
The minimum OOB error is 0.0305 with 263 trees and 1 he minimum OOB error is 0.0336 with 8 features and
the minimum test error is 0.0230 with 137 trees. the minimum test error is 0.0240 with 5 features.
0.05
0.03 0.045
o .
© o)
€ 8 o.04
n_. 0.02 S
] ¢ 0.035
S g
O S
£ 0.01 2 0.03
I OOB records =
I Test records 0.025 OOB records
0 [ ] Test records
deviance gdi twoing 0.02
Splitting Criterion 0 10 20 30 40 50
() Leaf Size (tree depth)
The minimum OOB error is 0.0322 with Twoing (d)The minimum OOB error is 0.0327 with two records

criterion and the minimum test error is 0.0261 with GDI ~ per leaf and the minimum test error is 0.0230 with 13
records per leaf.

Fig. 5 The misclassification probabilities for OOB and test records for (a) number of trees, (b) number of
splitting features (c) splitting criterion (d) minimum leaf size
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error is achieved with 8 features and the minimum test error requires 12 features. Similarly,
Fig. 5c and d show the effects of splitting criterion and leaf size.

The optimal values of these hyperparameters ensure the construction of diverse and correct
RF trees. Literature shows that different optimization algorithms were used to optimize all or
some of these RF hyperparameters [10, 11, 26].

4 Bayesian optimization (BO)

BO algorithm is applied to select the hyperparameters of different Al models at hand based on
the accuracy of the subsequent model classifications (objective functions). The algorithm runs
iterative evaluations of a specified objective function exploring the solution space. The main
advantage of BO is its success in finding good solutions with only a few iterations [3]. Its
strategy maintains a surrogate model to represent the relationship between the hyperparameters
and the objective function to guide the movement in the solution space. This surrogate model
is progressively improved in a closed-loop method. Initially, the surrogate is prototyped based
on some seed points and then this prototype selects the next point to evaluate the objective
function. The resulting values improve the prototype itself, and so on until enough information
about the objective function is available and the global minimum is generated. BO algorithm
employs an acquisition function that uses the surrogate model to determine the next optimi-
zation. The Gaussian process is the most popular surrogate model while common acquisition
functions include the probability of improvement, lower confidence bound and expected
improvement.

4.1 Gaussian process model

Gaussian process (GP) is a probabilistic regression model that can represent a black-box
objective function f{x) using mean m(x) and kernel k(x, x) functions. It is assumed that f'and its
parameters x are assumed to have a common Gaussian distribution [28].

_f(x)~g7>(m(x),k(x, x)) (5)

For simplicity, the mean function is assumed to be m(x)=0, i.e., the model is completely
defined by its kernel function k. The ARD 5/2 Matérn function is a common kernel which is a
twice differentiable function and depends only on the distance between points x and x' [24]:

, 5r 57 5r
KM52<XaX) —0_2/<1+\{T_+32)€Xp(_\/_), (6)
1 a; o]
where r = /(x—x') T (x + x’) the Euclidean distance between x and X/, oy is the function

standard deviation, o; is the characteristic length scale. Their values are found by maximizing
the marginal log-likelihood of the available data Dy,={(x; ,¥,)};_, where ¢ is the iteration
index. Once the kernel is determined, the distribution at any new location X, ;can be predicted
as follows:

P(yt+l|Dl:t7xt+l) = N(N‘t(xt‘H)’ Utz(xt+1) + oioise) (7)

@ Springer
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-1
1 (xe1) =K' [K+on,. 1) v, (8)

2 (xe1) = k(Xe1, %01 KT [K+02,,,0]) 'k )

noise

k(X],Xl) o k(xl7xt)
where K= : :
k(x,x1) ... k(XX,)
k= [k(xt+lyxl)k(xt+l;XZ)"'k(Xt+17Xt)]~

Where o2

noise

represents the noise variance.
4.2 Acquisition function

BO algorithm employs a certain acquisition function «(x) to derive the optimization process in
the solution space. It is computed using the Gaussian g, and o (as in Egs. (8), (9)).
Specifically, the algorithm works in a closed iterative approach. At each iteration, the point
that maximizes «(x) represents the best guess to sample the objective function and then, the
sampling results update the GP model then, the algorithm returns to maximize «(x) again but
with the updated GP to guess a new candidate and so on. The iteration is continued until
sufficient information about the objective function is available and then the global minimum is
reached. Algorithm 3 and Fig. 6 illustrate the concept of the BO process.

Algorithm 3: Bayesian optimization algorithm [29].
1. Initially evaluate the objective function n times (seed points)
2. Prototype the GP model using the » seed points from step 1
3. Select the acquisition function a(-)
4. fort=1,2,..., max_iteration do
a.  Find the point X,,; that maximizes the function o(-) over the current GP :
X¢pq = arg maxy a(x|Dy.).
b. Sample the objective function at Xy41: Yey1 = f(Xep1) + €41
c.  Append the newly generated data (X4, Ve+1) t0 Dy,

Dip+1 = D1t U Ker1, Ver1)

d. Update the GP using D144
5. End

Modeling step

X2,

Optimization step

Fig. 6 A graph depicts the BO concept. The optimization refines progressively the GP model, which in turn is
used to generate the best guess to sample the objective function. Guess and sample iteration is continued until the
global minimum is reached

@ Springer
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Several acquisition functions have been introduced in the literature. They have different
approaches to balance between exploring areas with high variance o2 and exploiting those
with low mean y,. In this paper, we evaluate the performance of three popular acquisition
functions as follows:

e  Probability of improvement (PI)

The PI acquisition function ap; is the simple one that requires less computation [16]. It selects
the candidate point x that most likely maximizes «p; over the current best point X,as follows:

OLPI(X)éP(f(X) < f(xbest)
ot 10
om0 o L2100 o

o/(x)

where ®(*) is the unit normal cumulative distribution function (CDF). The point that maxi-
mizes ap; is the best guess to minimize the objective function f.

* Lower confidence bound (LCB)

LCB acquisition function o ¢ represents the statistical lower bound on the minimum lower
confidence envelope G, cp(x) of the objective function. It is computed by subtracting the
weighted value of the standard deviation o, from the value of the GP predictive mean i, as
follows:

Gres(x) = py(x)=roi(x) (11)

Where the parameter k manages the balance between exploitation and exploration, two is a
common value of k [7]. Then, oy cp maximizes the negative of G, ¢ as follows:

arcp(x) = Koy (X)=p,(x) (12)

* Expected Improvement (EI)

EI acquisition function is considered the most common one due to the work of Jones et al. [14].
It considers the amount of expected improvement when selecting the next candidate point as
follows:

agr(x) = E[max(0, f (Xpest)=41,(x))] (13)

o) (x) - 9(2) + 0(0)- 2(2) (r(x) > 0)
o) = { 0 =0

where Z = % and &() is the probability density function (PDF) for the normal
distribution.

@ Springer
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5 Experimental results and discussion

This section presents some experiments that demonstrate the utility of BO for finding the
optimal hyperparameters for the RF prediction model. BO controls for RF hyperparameters:
number of trees, number of splitting features, splitting criterion, and leaf size. The available
data is divided into 70% training and 30 test subsets. Training data is used to construct the
optimized RF model that minimized the OOB misclassification probability. Then, the opti-
mized model is evaluated based on the test data. We compare the performances of three
different BO acquisition functions: the probability of improvement, lower confidence bound,
and expected improvement. Figure 7 shows the results of OOB misclassification probabilities
for the three BO acquisition functions against the evaluation number, where the number of
seed points is set to 10, and the objective function evaluation limit is set to 60 with no
deterministic conditions on the optimizable variables or coupled constraints on the resulting
models. Every hyperparameter has a prespecified range, number of trees from 100 to 500,
number of splitting features from 2 to 10, the splitting criterion options are (GDI, Towing, and
deviance) and finally, the leaf size ranges from 2 to 10. Fig. 7 shows that the probability of
improvement acquisition function achieves the minimum OOB error. The resulting
optimizable hyperparameters are the number of trees 375, splitting features 7, splitting criterion
‘Twoing’, and leaf size 1. Table 3 shows the values of OOB and the values of optimizable

Bayesian Optimization

0.08
Explmp Problmp
LowConBound
0.07
o
3
) 0.06
o
2
© 0.05
(@)
2]
=
o 0.04
3
\
0.03
0'02 1 1 1
(0] 20 40 60

Evaluation

Fig. 7 The OOB misclassification probability of the RF model optimized using three different BO acquisition
functions. Expected improvement achieves 0.030452 with 27 evaluations, lower confidence bound achieves
0.030004 with 46 evaluations, and the probability of improvement achieves 0.029557 with 33 evaluations
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Table 3 Optimization results, the training and test accuracies for the three BO acquisition functions

Acquisition Function OOB Evaluations Trees Splitting Criterion Min. Training  Test
error Features Leaf Accuracy  Accuracy
Size
probability-of-improvement  0.029557 33 375 7 Twoing 1 99.96% 97.34%
lower-confidence-bound 0.030004 46 422 6 Twoing 1 99.96% 97.18%
expected-improvement 0.030452 27 500 6 Deviance 4 99.37% 97.49%

hyperparameters as well as the training and test classification accuracies for the three acqui-
sition functions.

The probability of improvement function achieves 99.96% and 97.34% training and test
accuracies respectively. Lower confidence bound achieves 99.96% and 97.18% and expected
improvement achieves 99.37% and 97.49% respectively. In general, the results of the optimi-
zation of the three functions, as well as the results of the classification are very close to each
other. The optimal RF model generates the relative feature importance shown in Fig. 8. This
figure shows the 30 most important features in the training data based on the BO-RF model.
The model selects automatically features that decrease the OOB prediction error. In addition to
the RF model, the validity of this feature arrangement is examined using BO optimized
versions of SVM, KNN, and DT models as follows:

(1) SVM model builds a decision hyperplane with the maximal margin width to divide the
variable space into two regions (binary classifier) [6]. In the non-linear situations, the
model allows a misclassification slake variable £ around the margin with a regularization
constraint C. In our experiments, the radial basis function (RBF) is selected as the kernel
in the SVM model [20]. It is a common kernel with only one adjustable parameter (o).
The BO algorithm is applied to find the optimal values of C and o that minimize the 10-
fold cross-validation error.

(2) KNN model labels a record based on its similarity to the training ones. For a new record,
KNN computes its distance from each of the training records and defines its neighbors.
Then, the model places this new record within the class that contains the greatest number
of K-nearest neighbors [33]. In this study, BO finds the optimal values for the number K,
the type of distance measure, the distance weight, and the exponent that minimizes the
10-fold cross-validation error.

(3) DT model creates a classification tree by specifying the optimal partition features with the
ability to handle both continuous and categorical variables. The model recursively
separates records into branches to construct a tree to improve the classification accuracy
[18]. In this study, the BO regulates the values of the maximum number of splitting, the
minimum leaf size, and the splitting criterion to minimize the 10-fold cross-validation
error.

A set of experiments was conducted to check the validity of the RF-based feature ranking
using SVM, KNN, and DT. In the first experiment, the training and test data contained only the
two most important features, and then BO optimized versions of the four models were trained
and tested. Then, the features are added one by one according to their ranking and each time
the training and testing processes are repeated. The accuracies of training and test subsets
determine the quality of the classification model that appropriate to the required splice
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Fig. 8 Relative importance of the splice junction features using the BO-RF model

recognition. The resulting training and test accuracies for all these experiments are depicted in
Fig. 9a and b respectively.

These curves demonstrate the high performance of all models using a few features
arranged by the BO-RF model. All models achieve training and test accuracies greater
than 70% using only the top two features. Using the top five features, they achieve
training and test accuracies by more than 90%. With the addition of more ranked
features, the performance of both RF and SVM improves, but the performance of DT
and KNN fluctuates. Decision trees’ performance changes by increasing the number of
features, but it is not as bad as the KNN. If the number of features exceeds 7, the KNN
begins to suffer from overfitting. On the contrary, Both RF and SVM RF and SVM
provide precious results with very few features and their performances continue to
improve and stabilize as the number of features increases. Using the top seven features,
RF and SVM models achieve training and test accuracies of more than 95%. Using the
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Fig. 9 Training and test accuracies vs. Number of features (ordered by their relative importance generated from
the BO-RF model) using BO optimized versions of RF, SVM, KNN, and DT classification models. a Training
Accuracies, b Test Accuracies

full set of features, RF achieves 99.96% and 97.34% for training and test accuracies
respectively, while SVM achieves 99.95% and 96.44% training and test accuracies.

Both RF and SVM achieve very high performance with few features (ranked by the
RF model). In general, their performances are very close and outperforming the other
two models (KNN and DT). These results demonstrate that the RF-based model facili-
tates the selection of the most predictive features ensuring the best possible predictive
results using other prediction models. That is, the RF model can be used both as a
predictor and as a feature selector with high efficiency. During all previous experiments,
the BO methodology provided a very practical tool that enabled improving the perfor-
mance of different prediction systems.

6 Conclusion

Understanding the genetic sequence and processes in the central dogma of molecular biology is an
essential stage toward handling many genetic disorders. In this paper, we presented several
experiments towards applying a set of artificial intelligence models to understand the sequences
of nuclides and locating splicing sites. Experiments demonstrated the predictive power of an RF
model in the recognition of the DNA splicing sites as well as its high ability to identify the most
predictive features. That is, RF was used to achieve two objectives, firstly predicting the splicing
sites, and secondly, to determine the most important features. To ensure the best results, the BO
method has been used to adjust the model hyperparameters to achieve the minimum out-of-bag-
error. The more accurate the model, the more we trust the resulting feature ranking. The
optimization adjusted four hyperparameters; the number of trees, the number of splitting features,
splitting criterion, and leaf size. The optimization worked using the Gaussian process surrogate
with three different acquisition functions namely; the probability of improvement, lower confi-
dence bound and expected Improvement. The probability of improvement yielded the best results,
and the resulting RF model achieved classification accuracy for training and test data 99.96% and
97.34% respectively. The validity of RF-based feature ranking was tested using BO optimized
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versions of SVM, KNN, and DT models, where they all achieved training and test accuracy
greater than 70% using only the top two features and achieved more than 90% using the top five
ones. In general, RF and SVM provided high and steady performance. BO provides an efficient
and smart manner to fine-tune prediction models at hand.
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