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Abstract
Given growing concerns of im/migrant women’s access to sexual and reproductive health (SRH) services, we aimed to (1) 
describe inequities and determinants of their engagement with SRH services in Canada; and (2) understand their lived experi-
ences of barriers and facilitators to healthcare. Using a comprehensive review methodology, we searched the quantitative and 
qualitative peer-reviewed literature of im/migrant women’s access to SRH care in Canada from 2008 to 2018. Of 782 studies, 
38 met inclusion criteria. Ontario (n = 18), British Columbia (n = 6), and Alberta (n = 6) were primary settings represented. 
Studies focused primarily on maternity care (n = 20) and sexual health screenings (n = 12). Determinants included health sys-
tem navigation and service information; experiences with health personnel; culturally safe and language-specific care; social 
isolation and support; immigration-specific factors; discrimination and racialization; and gender and power relations. There 
is a need for research that compares experiences across diverse groups of racialized im/migrants and a broader range of SRH 
services to inform responsive, equity-focused programs and policies.
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Introduction

Global migration is escalating, especially among women 
fleeing humanitarian crises and sexual violence [1–4]. Refu-
gee claims are increasing [5–7], and approximately half of 
migrants globally are women [8]. Im/migrant women face bar-
riers to health, including insufficient health insurance coverage, 
discriminatory policies, and inadequate support—yet the struc-
tural determinants of im/migrant women’s healthcare access 
remain poorly understood [9–11], with previous research rely-
ing on acculturation, the ‘healthy immigrant effect’, and indi-
vidual and behavioural explanations for differences among im/
migrants [43, 44]. In this study, the term “im/migrant women” 
includes the diversity of international migrants, refugees, asy-
lum seekers, temporary workers, long-term and recent arrivals, 
and individuals with and without legal immigration status [12] 
who self-identify as women (trans-inclusive).

Canada is a key destination for im/migrants globally, who 
represented 20.6% of its population in 2011, the highest pro-
portion of G8 countries [13]. Im/migrants are projected to 
represent nearly half of Canada’s population by 2036 [14], 
continuing to primarily reside in Ontario (32.9%) and British 
Columbia (BC) (32.3%) [14, 15]. About 20% of women in 
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Canada are im/migrants, most of whom are of reproductive 
age(15–49 years) and racialized [16, 17], with a projected rise 
to 27% by 2031 [18]. Women have migrated for reasons includ-
ing better economic and working conditions, and refuge from 
hostile and xenophobic policy environments [6, 19]. Despite 
Canada’s growing im/migrant women population, relatively 
little is known about their access to and engagement in sexual 
and reproductive health(SRH) care [20].

Im/migrant women in Canada may face unique migration-
related disparities in maternal health care [20–23], pregnancy care 
[24, 25], mental health support [26–30], contraception [31, 32], 
sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and HIV testing [33–36], 
and cervical cancer screening [37–39]; however, diverse migra-
tion and SRH experiences, along with varying migrant catego-
rizations, definitions and conceptualizations, make it difficult to 
compare and draw conclusions to inform policy and practice. 
Prior reviews of im/migrant health in Canada have infrequently 
considered gendered inequities in health access [40, 41] such as 
unequal power dynamics and intimate partner violence. Previous 
quantitative research has shown differences in perinatal health out-
comes across ethnic groups and countries of origin, demonstrating 
diverse impacts of migration on health [42]. However, there is a 
need for research to also consider qualitative understandings of 
women’s lived experiences and the impacts of a wider range of 
migration experiences (e.g., migration duration, language, immi-
gration status, xenophobia) and types of SRH care.

This analysis was informed by a structural determinants of 
health approach [46], considering the impacts of macro-struc-
tural factors (e.g., policies), im/migration-specific factors (e.g., 
immigration status, migration duration), health service use and 
delivery (e.g., system navigation), and individual-level factors 
(e.g., age, gender) [47] shaping SRH access. This was comple-
mented by intersectionality theory to attend to the cumulative 
effect of various intersecting forms of marginalization and axes 
of oppression in influencing health access, such as racism, xeno-
phobia, and ‘othering’ [43–45]. Finally, we drew from frame-
works of the multi-staged nature of migrant health [3, 44] to 
highlight the influence of diverse and complex migration experi-
ences, exposures, and engagement in care in destination, transit, 
and origin locations. Given gaps in existing research and evi-
dence of SRH inequities among im/migrant women in Canada 
and globally, this review drew upon 10 years of peer-reviewed 
literature to (1) describe inequities and determinants of engage-
ment in SRH services among im/migrant women in Canada, and 
(2) understand their lived experiences of barriers and facilitators.

Methods

Search Strategy

Our search began by exploring SRH inequities faced 
by im/migrant women globally. As this yielded a large 

number of records (n = 313), we narrowed our scope to 
the Canadian context at the final stage of screening using 
a comprehensive review methodology (see PRISMA dia-
gram [48], Fig. 1). We searched the peer-reviewed litera-
ture for qualitative, quantitative and mixed-methods stud-
ies describing the determinants and lived experiences of 
SRH inequities amongst im/migrant women. The review 
methodology was designed by SM and SG, in consultation 
with MW; a UBC librarian with specialized skills in sys-
tematic reviews also supported development of the search 
strategy. We searched four databases (Ovid Medline, 
Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI), Sciences Citation 
Index, and CINAHL) using combinations of terms related 
to SRH, migration, women and research methodologies 
(Appendix A), subsequently cross-referencing articles 
and hand-searching to ensure no key studies were missed. 
These databases were selected based on the scope and 
topics covered by the comprehensive review. For exam-
ple, Ovid Medline was selected as an appropriate tool for 
conducting comprehensive reviews of medical literature, 
CINAHL for including studies on SRH, migration and 
women, and SSCI for ensuring coverage of social sciences 
literature. A limiter was used to identify articles published 
between 2008 and 2018. Guided by the PRISMA diagram 
(Fig. 1), we: (1) reviewed titles and abstracts to ensure 
their relevance to our initial objectives that were glob-
ally-focused; (2) reviewed abstracts and narrowed focus 
to studies describing determinants and lived experiences 
of SRH access amongst im/migrant women; (3) reviewed 
full texts to include only Canadian studies.

Inclusion Criteria

Eligible studies at the final stage of screening included 
primary, peer-reviewed studies that met the following cri-
teria: (i) in English, (ii) published from January 2008 to 
July 2018, and (iii) focused on im/migrant women’s access 
to SRH care in Canada. We focused on studies in the last 
10 years to ensure relevance to the current im/migration 
context and provide recent, updated evidence of factors 
shaping im/migrant women’s SRH access in Canada. Qual-
itative and quantitative studies were included to capture 
patterns of SRH service access, such as how often and 
frequently SRH services were used, as well as determi-
nants of women’s access to and engagement in SRH care. 
The study population included all im/migrants who self-
identify as women (trans-inclusive) of reproductive age, 
defined by the World Health Organization as 15–49 years. 
Studies on internal migration and men im/migrants were 
excluded. Secondary research, grey literature, and studies 
with no explicit focus on SRH and im/migrant women were 
also excluded.
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Data Extraction and Analysis

Retrieved studies were managed in standard reference 
management software. We tabulated study characteristics 
(Table 1) and the following data when available: barrier or 
facilitator, type of SRH care needed or accessed, qualita-
tive narratives, and epidemiological associations (Appen-
dix B). Tabulated groupings were decided based on similar 
approaches reported in the literature [49, 50]. We synthe-
sized findings by grouping studies until a comprehensive 
understanding of key themes (Appendix B) that emerged 
from both qualitative and quantitative studies was gener-
ated. For qualitative studies, we extracted narrative exem-
plars based on key barriers and facilitators that determined 
whether and how women accessed SRH care. For quantita-
tive studies, we extracted epidemiological data of relevance 
to our objectives, such as proportions that described how 
often and frequently SRH services were accessed, as well 
as statistical associations (e.g., odds ratios). Finally, we 
grouped both qualitative and quantitative findings according 
to determinants of SRH access and engagement amongst im/
migrant women in Canada. We interpreted findings consid-
ering the various contributions of macro-structural factors, 

immigration-specific factors, health service use and delivery, 
and individual-level factors.

Results

Our search yielded 782 studies describing SRH inequities 
faced by im/migrant women globally to determine eligibil-
ity, of which we excluded 469 after reviewing abstracts. We 
hand-reviewed full-texts of 313 potentially eligible studies 
that focused on access to and engagement in SRH care for 
im/migrant women globally (Fig. 1). Of 38 Canadian studies 
that met inclusion criteria, most were conducted in Ontario 
(n = 18), followed by BC (n = 6), Alberta (n = 6), Quebec 
(n = 5), Saskatchewan (n = 1), Manitoba (n = 1), and New-
foundland and Labrador (n = 1). Most studies did not differ-
entiate between im/migration categories, and characterized 
participants as “immigrant women”, “newcomers”, or by 
ethnicity and/or religion (n = 28). Where immigration status 
was specified, most studies focused on sponsored refugees 
and asylum seekers (n = 17); others included temporary 
workers and students (n = 7), permanent residents (n = 5), 
visitors (n = 5), family sponsored (n = 3), and undocumented 

Fig. 1   PRISMA Diagram of 
screening process for studies 
on determinants of access to 
and engagement in sexual and 
reproductive health (SRH) ser-
vices among im/migrant women 
in Canada (2008–2018) based 
on searches in Ovid Medline, 
Social Sciences Citation Index, 
Sciences Citation Index, and 
CINAHL
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 c
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 c
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fid

en
tia

l, 
an

d 
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ra
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H
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l. 
[7

6]
A
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Q
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e
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 m
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ra
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d 
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 b
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 p
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te
rv

en
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 c
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 su
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d 
id
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ct
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w
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m
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 m
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 re
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l. 
[8
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A
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e
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ra
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 w
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w
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gr
in
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 c
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m
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 c
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m
un
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 c
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 c
ar

e 
ex
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ra
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n 
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l f
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si
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d 
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al
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m
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[6
1]

A
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Q
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lit
at
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e
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ne
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 (n
 =

 12
), 
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o 

(n
 =

 8)
, C
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ne
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(n
 =

 6)
, C

ol
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an

 (n
 =

 2)
, n

 =
 1 
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, 
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a,
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, E

rit
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a

A
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 m
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ic
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 d
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 b
y 

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
n 

ba
rr

ie
rs

, l
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l b
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at
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 c
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. 
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m
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f c
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 d
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nd
 la
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f c
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H
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[5

8]
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nt
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io
Q
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e
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li-
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 o
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d 
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 c
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l c
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B
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m
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g 
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e 
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g 
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w
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in
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g 
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-
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ua
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, t
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e 
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 c
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r 
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d 
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; p
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r t
ra

um
at

ic
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W

om
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w
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e 
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ra
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 b

e 
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[6
4]

Q
ue

be
c

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e

96
%

 o
f u

ni
ns

ur
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 w
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w
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 p
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l c
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 d
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s b
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 C
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ra
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ra
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 C
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l o
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l. 

[5
1]

C
an

ad
a

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e

Re
ce

nt
 im

m
ig

ra
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re
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 d
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3.

2%
 v

s. 
6.

0%
), 

an
d 

le
ss

 li
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 d
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 d
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at
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 d
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ar
io
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e

W
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 (n
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) f
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m
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g 

K
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g 
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 3)

 a
nd

 
Ta
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an
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en
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 c
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 c
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r m
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lt 
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 w
ith
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nv
en

-
ie

nc
es

 o
f C
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e 
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re
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 C
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m
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 c
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O
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Q
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e

G
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m
m
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nt
 w
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 w
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 w
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m
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 re
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ge
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m
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d 
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B
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 c
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d 
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at
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r a
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t 
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 o
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rh
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d 
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m
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ar
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s [
A

R
R

 0
.9

3;
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 C

I 
0.
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–0

.9
3]

. A
R

R
s w
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e 

lo
w
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R
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 m
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s (
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m
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0.
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%
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 C
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a 
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A
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l c
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r s
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ng
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w
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f c
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l c
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r p
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w
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. C
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m
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 n
ot

 si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
ly
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ra
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 c
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 c
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s f
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 c
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 d
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 b
ar

rie
rs

; l
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ra
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re
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 c
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g 
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ra
n 
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%
 C
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5.
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on
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r d
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y 
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 e

ar
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 (O

R
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.4
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 C
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.1
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). 
A

m
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g 
w

om
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 li
vi

ng
 in

 C
an
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a 

fo
r <

 2 
ye

ar
s 

(O
R

 1
.7

7,
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5%
 C

I 0
.9

8–
3.
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), 
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ed

ic
to

rs
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er
e 
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so
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ei

ng
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 re
fu

ge
e,

 a
sy

lu
m

 se
ek

er
, o

r u
nd
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u-

m
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d 

(O
R

 4
.2

4,
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I 1
.1

6–
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.4
6)

M
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ta
z 

et
 a

l. 
[2

3]
A

lb
er

ta
, S

as
ka
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he

w
an

 a
nd
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an

ito
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Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e

N
ew

co
m

er
 w

om
en

 (n
 =

 14
0)

 in
cl

ud
ed
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im
m

ig
ra
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fu

ge
es

, s
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de
nt
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to

rs
 a
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m

po
ra

ry
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or
ke

rs

Fe
w

 re
ce

iv
ed
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rm
at

io
n 
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 e

m
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io
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l a
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-
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l c
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ng
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 d
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g 
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(8
7%
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s. 

95
%

)—
m
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e 
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m

 b
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 (2

7%
 v

s. 
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%
) a
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 n

ur
se

s 
(2
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s. 
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%
), 

an
d 

le
ss

 fr
om

 fa
m

ily
 d
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to
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(1
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 v
s. 
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%

) a
nd

 fr
ie
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s (

10
%

 v
s. 
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%

). 
R

at
es

 
of

 C
-s

ec
tio

ns
 w

er
e 

hi
gh

er
 fo

r n
ew

co
m

er
s (

36
.1

%
 

vs
. 2

4.
7%

), 
w

ho
 w

er
e 

al
so

 le
ss

 li
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 to

 re
po

rt 
“v

er
y 

sa
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fie
d”

 w
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 c
ar

e
N

g 
an

d 
N

ew
bo

ld
 [7

5]
O

nt
ar

io
Q
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lit

at
iv

e
N

o 
pa

rti
ci

pa
nt
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ci

o-
de
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og

ra
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 in
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at
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n
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et
er
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f p
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ta
l c
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cl

ud
ed
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ng

ua
ge
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ltu
ra

l s
en

si
tiv

ity
 a
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 ty

pe
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f c
ar

e;
 c

om
pl

ex
ity

 
of

 d
el

iv
er

in
g 

ca
re

; c
ul

tu
ra

l a
w

ar
en
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s;

 p
ro

vi
de

r 
ty
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; a
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l o

f p
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[7
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O

nt
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Q
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iv

e
N
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nt
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ci

o-
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m
og

ra
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at
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n
B

ar
rie
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 fa
m

ily
 p
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in
g 
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d 

re
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tiv
e 
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 c
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ud
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ng
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e 
of

 g
en
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-m
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 m
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r a
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 o
f 
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e 
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t f
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 p
la
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in
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 a

nd
 c
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tu
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l 

se
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. T

he
re

 w
er

e 
co

m
pl
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 e
xp

er
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en
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s w
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 p
ro

fe
ss

io
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l a
nd

 n
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-p
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l 
in

te
rp
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, a
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 H

C
P 

m
is
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in
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he
r c
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s

O
ch
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 S
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 [6

9]
Q

ue
be

c
Q

ua
lit

at
iv

e
Pe

rm
an

en
t r
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id

en
ts

 (n
 =

 11
), 

as
yl

um
 se

ek
-

er
s (

n =
 10

), 
ci

tiz
en

s (
n =

 1)
, d

en
ie

d 
re

fu
ge

e 
st

at
us

 (n
 =

 2)
, t

ou
ris

ts
 (n

 =
 1)

. L
iv

ed
 in

 C
an

ad
a 
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r 2

–3
 y
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 (3
2%

), 
6–

12
 m
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th

s (
24

%
), 

4–
5 

ye
ar

s (
24

%
)

H
IV

/S
TI

 c
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e 
ex

pe
rie
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es

 c
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ra
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er
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ed
 b

y 
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ta
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ty
, d

ec
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tio
n 
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d 
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m
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n 
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d 
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rim
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at
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n.
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k 

w
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 re
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d 
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d 
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w
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V
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y 
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 d
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es
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; m
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ra
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at
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; s
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l 
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d 
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; l
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es
s 

he
al

th
 se

rv
ic

es
O

’M
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D
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6]

C
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N
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ra
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 C
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 c
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at
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 d
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 d
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 d
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e

W
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en
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 C
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l a
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 S
ou

th
 A

m
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C
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e 

Ea
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 a
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 S
ou
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si
a,

 a
nd

 li
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d 
in

 C
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a 
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r <

 2 
ye
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s (

n =
 14

), 
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5 
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s 

(n
 =

 9)
, a

nd
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ye
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D
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er
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 d
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ra
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m
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si
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, c
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m
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ity
 b
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ie

fs
), 
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m

ic
 

in
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en
ce

s (
e.

g.
, s

ee
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ng
 e

m
pl
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m

en
t, 

w
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at
io

n)
, a
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 d
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 c
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ra
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 c
ar

e 
w

er
e 

re
la

te
d 

to
 H

C
P 

ex
pe

ct
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 c
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 c
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 p
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re
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 C
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l c
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 p
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 p
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r p
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itm
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a 
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G
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on

 [7
8]

N
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d 
an

d 
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Q

ua
lit
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e
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m
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ra
nt

 M
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 w
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er
e 

C
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an
 c
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W
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 d
is

cr
im

in
at

io
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t r
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l p

ra
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 b
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re

, l
ab

ou
r a

nd
 d

el
iv

er
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 c
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 c
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9]
B
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C
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a

Q
ua
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e

M
ig

ra
nt

 se
x 

w
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rs
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 C
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 (7

6.
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), 
U

.S
. 

(3
.8

%
), 

an
d 

Ph
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pp
in

es
 (2

.2
%

). 
41

.8
%

 m
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an
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a 
in

 th
e 

la
st 

5 
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ar
s

St
ru
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 d

et
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m
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 o
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si
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 c
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e 
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 se
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s 
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 C
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 c
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 c
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 c
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B
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h 

C
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a
Q
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e
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%
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f w
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e 
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/
m
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s (

>
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t b
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e 
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, r
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en
t i

m
m
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ra
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n 

(A
O

R
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 C
I 1

.9
3–

5.
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), 
lo

ng
-te
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 im

m
ig
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-

tio
n 

(A
O

R
 1

.9
0,
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 C
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), 
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e 
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m

en
t i
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t (

A
O

R
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.5
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C
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), 

an
d 

lif
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e 
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us

e/
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a 

(A
O

R
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 C
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.0
5–

1.
99

) r
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d 
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ee
ds

 in
 th
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at
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 C
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9 
ye

ar
s 

(n
 =

 5,
 1

7%
), 

0–
4 

ye
ar

s (
n =

 7,
 2

3%
)

B
ar

rie
rs

 to
 c
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l c
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 p
ra
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ra
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at
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 C
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m
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rta

-
tio

n,
 a

nd
 ti

m
e 

co
ns

tra
in

ts



265Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299	

1 3

Ta
bl

e 
1  

(c
on

tin
ue

d)

Ty
pe

 o
f S

R
H

 c
ar

e
C

an
ad

ia
n 

Pr
ov

in
ce

St
ud

y 
de

si
gn

Im
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

va
ria

bl
es

K
ey

 fi
nd

in
gs

Va
nt

hu
yn

e 
et

 a
l. 

[7
7]

Q
ue

be
c

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e

H
C

Ps
 a

nd
 se

rv
ic

e 
pr

ov
id

er
s s

er
vi

ng
 im

m
ig

ra
nt

 
po

pu
la

tio
ns

N
o 

so
ci

o-
de

m
og

ra
ph

ic
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
of

 im
/

m
ig

ra
nt

 w
om

en

So
m

e 
H

C
Ps

 p
er

ce
iv

ed
 u

ni
ns

ur
ed

 m
ig

ra
nt

s a
s 

“d
es

er
vi

ng
” 

of
 u

ni
ve

rs
al

 a
cc

es
s t

o 
he

al
th

ca
re

, 
w

hi
le

 m
os

t v
ie

w
ed

 th
os

e 
un

in
su

re
d 

as
 “

un
de

-
se

rv
in

g”
 o

f f
re

e 
ca

re
. F

or
 m

os
t, 

th
e 

rig
ht

 to
 

he
al

th
ca

re
 fo

r i
m

m
ig

ra
nt

s w
ith

 p
re

ca
rio

us
 st

at
us

 
w

as
 p

er
ce

iv
ed

 a
s a

 “
pr

iv
ile

ge
”

V
ig

od
 e

t a
l. 

[2
9]

O
nt

ar
io

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e

Im
m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

 (1
3%

 re
fu

ge
es

, o
ve

r 5
0%

 
fro

m
 A

si
a)

. 4
0%

 m
ig

ra
te

d 
in

 th
e 

la
st 

5 
ye

ar
s, 

30
%

 5
–1

0 
ye

ar
s a

go
, a

nd
 3

2%
 o

ve
r 1

0 
ye

ar
s 

ag
o

C
om

pa
re

d 
to

 lo
ng

-te
rm

 re
si

de
nt

s, 
im

/m
ig

ra
nt

 
w

om
en

 w
er

e 
le

ss
 li

ke
ly

 to
 u

se
 p

os
tp

ar
tu

m
 m

en
-

ta
l h

ea
lth

 se
rv

ic
es

 (1
4.

1%
 v

s 2
1.

4%
, O

R
 0

.6
0,

 
95

%
 C

I 0
.5

9–
0.

61
). 

H
os

pi
ta

liz
at

io
n 

ris
k 

w
as

 
si

m
ila

r a
nd

 d
id

 n
ot

 c
ha

ng
e 

m
uc

h 
af

te
r a

dj
us

t-
in

g 
fo

r v
ar

ia
bl

es
/c

ov
ar

ia
te

s. 
19

.4
%

 u
se

d 
m

en
ta

l 
he

al
th

 se
rv

ic
es

 w
ith

in
 1

 y
ea

r p
os

tp
ar

tu
m

W
ie

be
 [7

2]
B

rit
is

h 
C

ol
um

bi
a

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e

W
om

en
 b

or
n 

in
 7

5 
di

ffe
re

nt
 c

ou
nt

rie
s—

38
.1

%
 

bo
rn

 in
 A

si
a 

an
d 

46
.6

%
 b

or
n 

in
 C

an
ad

a
Im

m
ig

ra
nt

 w
om

en
 p

re
se

nt
in

g 
fo

r a
bo

rti
on

 w
er

e l
es

s 
lik

ely
 to

 b
e u

sin
g 

ho
rm

on
al 

co
nt

ra
ce

pt
io

n 
w

he
n 

th
ey

 g
ot

 p
re

gn
an

t (
12

.5
%

 v
s 2

3.
5%

, P
 <

 .0
.0

01
), 

ha
d 

m
or

e n
eg

ati
ve

 at
tit

ud
es

 to
wa

rd
s i

t (
62

.6
%

 v
s 5

1.
6%

, 
P <

 0.
00

3)
, a

nd
 re

po
rte

d 
m

or
e b

ar
rie

rs 
(2

4.
8%

 v
s 

15
.3

%
, P

 <
 0.

00
1)

. T
ho

se
 w

ho
 sp

en
t m

or
e t

im
e i

n 
Ca

na
da

 w
er

e m
or

e l
ik

ely
 to

 h
av

e s
im

ila
r r

es
po

ns
es

 to
 

Ca
na

di
an

-b
or

n 
wo

m
en

W
ils

on
-M

itc
he

ll 
an

d 
Ru

m
m

en
s [

63
]

O
nt

ar
io

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e

So
ut

h 
A

si
an

 m
ot

he
rs

 w
ho

 w
er

e 
as

yl
um

 se
ek

er
s, 

C
an

ad
ia

n 
bo

rn
 a

nd
 la

nd
ed

 im
m

ig
ra

nt
s, 

te
m

po
-

ra
ry

 w
or

ke
rs

, a
nd

 v
is

ito
rs

M
os

t u
ni

ns
ur

ed
 w

om
en

 re
ce

iv
ed

 le
ss

 th
an

 ad
eq

ua
te

 
pr

en
at

al
 ca

re
. O

ve
r 5

0%
 re

ce
iv

ed
 in

ad
eq

ua
te

 
pr

en
at

al
 ca

re
 an

d 
6.

5%
 re

ce
iv

ed
 n

on
e. 

U
ni

ns
ur

ed
 

m
ot

he
rs

 ex
pe

rie
nc

ed
 m

or
e C

-s
ec

tio
ns

 d
ue

 to
 ab

no
r-

m
al

 fe
ta

l h
ea

rt 
ra

te
s. 

Th
e n

um
be

r o
f p

re
na

ta
l v

isi
ts 

re
po

rte
d 

fo
r t

he
 u

ni
ns

ur
ed

 g
ro

up
 (m

ea
n =

 6.
04

, 
t =

  −
 6

.1
73

, α
 =

 0)
 w

as
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

ly
 lo

w
er

 th
an

 fo
r 

th
e i

ns
ur

ed
 (m

ea
n =

 8.
70

)
W

in
n 

et
 a

l. 
[5

5]
A

lb
er

ta
Q

ua
lit

at
iv

e
H

C
Ps

 p
ro

vi
di

ng
 c

ar
e 

fo
r r

ef
ug

ee
 w

om
en

N
o 

so
ci

o-
de

m
og

ra
ph

ic
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
of

 im
/

m
ig

ra
nt

 w
om

en

K
ey

 b
ar

rie
rs

 to
 m

at
er

ni
ty

 c
ar

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
 la

ng
ua

ge
, 

na
vi

ga
tin

g 
th

e 
he

al
th

 sy
ste

m
, a

nd
 c

ul
tu

re
. S

tra
te

-
gi

es
 to

 m
an

ag
e 

ba
rr

ie
rs

 in
cl

ud
ed

 te
am

-b
as

ed
 

ap
pr

oa
ch

es
 to

 c
ar

e,
 se

rv
ic

e 
co

or
di

na
tio

n,
 p

ay
in

g 
ou

t o
f p

oc
ke

t, 
an

d 
do

na
tio

ns
 to

 p
ro

vi
de

 c
ar

e 
fo

r u
ni

ns
ur

ed
. F

ed
er

al
 fu

nd
in

g 
cu

ts
 le

ft 
m

an
y 

w
ith

ou
t c

ov
er

ag
e,

 a
nd

 fu
rth

er
 st

ra
in

ed
 li

m
ite

d 
re

so
ur

ce
s



266	 Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299

1 3

women (n = 3). Only two studies recruited participants below 
the age of 20 [37, 51].

Of 38 studies, 23 were qualitative and 15 were quantita-
tive (Table 1). No mixed-methods studies met our inclusion 
criteria. Most studies focused on maternity care (n = 20), 
followed by sexual health screenings (cervical cancer, HIV/
STI) (n = 12), contraception (n = 3), and gender-based vio-
lence (GBV) support (n = 3) (Appendix B). While all studies 
discussed barriers faced by im/migrant women, only seven 
identified facilitators [52–58].

Our findings are organized by eight determinants of SRH 
access and engagement, which we identified by grouping 
and categorizing key barriers and facilitators highlighted in 
each study (Appendix C): (i) health system navigation and 
access to SRH service information; (ii) positive and nega-
tive experiences with health personnel; (iii) availability of 
culturally safe care; (iv) language barriers and availability 
of language-specific care; (v) social isolation and support; 
(vi)immigration-specific factors; (vii) stigma, discrimination 
and racialization; and, (viii) gender inequities and power 
relations. We synthesized quantitative data (e.g., descriptive 
statistics, odd ratios) to understand determinants of SRH 
care access, and synthesized narratives and themes reported 
in qualitative studies to understand inequities and lived expe-
riences of barriers and facilitators to SRH services faced 
by im/migrant women. Although eligibility included all im/
migrants who self-identified as women, few studies specified 
gender identities [59, 60].

Determinants of SRH Access and Engagement

Our analysis found that existing literature on im/migrant 
women’s access to and engagement in SRH care in Canada 
has primarily focused on health service use and delivery, and 
less on macro-structural and immigration-specific factors.

Health System Navigation and Access to SRH Service 
Information

Nineteen studies described links between health system nav-
igation challenges and limited access to maternity care [23, 
54, 55, 61–65], sexual health screenings (cervical cancer 
[37, 39, 58, 66–68], HIV/STIs [69]), GBV support [56, 70], 
and contraception [71, 72].

Qualitative and quantitative studies described the Cana-
dian health system as inconvenient and inadequate due to 
institutional health system barriers, including challenges 
finding a family doctor, long wait times, quick hospital dis-
charges, limited and confusing health insurance coverage, 
and high costs [37, 55, 58, 61, 64, 66, 74]. In a Quebec 
study, a permanent resident accessing HIV/STI testing dur-
ing pregnancy explained, “We signed up for a family doc-
tor[…] four years ago, and they still have not called me[…]

I had already had two miscarriages and I had a baby with 
a high-risk pregnancy and I am still waiting”(p. 421) [69]. 
While few studies described greater access to women pro-
viders in Canada compared to home countries [54], access-
ing women doctors was reported as a key barrier [37, 38, 
55, 58, 65–68, 74, 75] for providers, as well as im/migrant 
women who expressed discomfort with men physicians [55, 
58, 66, 75]. Government-funded provincial health insurance 
influenced access to sexual health screenings and mater-
nity care in several studies [39, 55, 62–64]. In Ontario, for 
example, rates of cervical cancer screening were low among 
low-income im/migrant women with health insurance for the 
last 10 years (31.0%) compared to high-income women who 
lived in Ontario longer (70.5%) [39].

Health system differences between countries of origin 
and Canada, as well as limited availability of SRH service 
information, were common concerns and often limited 
uptake [56, 61, 63, 76]. Some women feared hospital-based 
deliveries in Canada, believing caesarean sections were the 
preferred method of delivery [73], and others’ unfamiliarity 
with Canadian guidelines for cervical cancer screening deter-
mined whether they accessed this service. However, women 
expressed the desire to learn and made recommendations to 
raise awareness of available services and health information, 
such as electronic annual reminders for routine cervical can-
cer screening, information sessions on available services and 
referral requirements, and resource booklets [68].

Positive and Negative Experiences with Health 
Personnel

Sixteen qualitative and quantitative studies identified negative 
experiences with HCPs for racialized im/migrants– notably 
judgmental attitudes, insensitive care, and violations of privacy 
and consent—as barriers to maternity care [52, 53, 55, 61, 62, 
73, 75–78], cervical cancer screening [58, 66], HIV/STI [60] 
testing, GBV support [56, 70], and family planning [71].

Violations of privacy and consent were reported across 
qualitative studies [61, 66, 69, 70] and negatively impacted 
healthcare experiences. A woman in Newfoundland & Lab-
rador explained, “I asked nurses if they can knock before 
they enter so I can get dressed. I also put a sign on the door 
but they didn’t respect it. This man came and saw me. I was 
very upset and crying” (p. 106) [78]. In a situation where 
consent had not been appropriately obtained due to inad-
equate translation support and rushed interactions, patients 
who were unclear of the conditions of consent still under-
went a procedure [61]. An HCP in Alberta noted, “You’re 
trying to offer them an operation for what you feel are cor-
rect reason[s], so whether they understand English or don’t 
[…] their consent is perhaps not optimal in a stressful situ-
ation.” (p. 9) [61].
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Unequal power dynamics between providers and patients 
were also shown to strongly influence im/migrant women’s 
SRH experiences, and sometimes prevented women from 
asking for critical health information [66]. Encouragingly, 
in Ontario and BC, experiences with HCPs were often per-
ceived as culturally safe, supporting im/migrant women’s 
engagement in maternity care [52, 53, 55], GBV support 
[56], and sexual health screenings (cervical cancer [58], HIV 
[57]). In a quantitative study with African, Caribbean and 
Black im/migrant women living with HIV, tailored, needs-
based care and clear communication were positively associ-
ated with enhanced quality of life and increased engagement 
in and continuity of care [57].

Where available, providers with specialized training 
and experience in refugee health described active, im/
migrant-sensitive referrals and collaboration with set-
tlement organizations as critical for facilitating patient 
engagement with SRH services. In Alberta, HCPs 
described tailored knowledge of refugee needs and cul-
turally safe models of maternity care, highlighting the 
ways in which they endeavoured to address complex 
structural factors influencing im/migrant women’s health 
access (e.g., transportation, knowledge of available ser-
vices, language issues [55]). Other HCPs reflected on 
their unfamiliarity with im/migrant health and expressed 
a desire for increased training in culturally safe and im/
migrant-specific care [55].

Availability of Culturally Safe Care

Eleven studies identified disparities in culturally safe ser-
vices as barriers to maternity care [26, 28, 54, 63, 65, 73], 
contraception [71, 72], sexual health screenings (cervical 
cancer [67], HIV/STI [69]), and GBV support [70]. Socio-
cultural differences in SRH norms between home countries 
and Canada, including gender expectations, sexuality, GBV, 
and mental health, had profound impacts on access to and 
engagement in SRH services [26, 66–68, 75]. Community 
stigma limited knowledge of available GBV support as 
related discussions were ‘taboo’ and avoided [56]. Antici-
pated stigma around mental illness in the context of preg-
nancy was also commonly described as a challenge related 
to accessing support [26, 74]. Some experienced negative 
interactions with physicians from the same culture due to 
fears of confidentiality violations or negative assumptions 
[66, 67], whereas seeing doctors of the same culture facili-
tated conversations around SRH for others [67]. A woman 
accessing cervical cancer screening in Ontario explained 
how her appearance led to preconceived assumptions: “I’m 
wearing hijab but maybe I am sexually active so they should 
not assume.” (p.8) [67].

Language Barriers and Availability 
of Language‑Specific Care

Fourteen studies identified language barriers and dispari-
ties in language-specific services as barriers to maternity 
care(54,63,65), sexual health screenings (cervical cancer 
[37, 58, 66], HIV/STI [57, 69]), GBV support [70], and fam-
ily planning [71].

Several studies described the availability of interpretation 
services as critical to address language barriers faced by dif-
ferent communities of im/migrant women, and highlighted 
challenges associated with different modalities (e.g., phone, 
in-person) [54, 55, 63, 69–71, 77, 78]. These included lim-
ited time and resources, potentially limited knowledge of 
medical terminology among interpreters, and concern of 
stigma or breaches in confidentiality by interpreters with 
shared cultural backgrounds or communities [63, 70, 71, 77, 
78]. An HCP described time constraints: “When you’re in the 
delivery and there’s an acute situation, and you’ve got to do 
a vacuum or the obstetrics[…], sometimes there’s not time 
to go get the language line phone, and then be put on hold, 
having to have a back and forth conversation translated, 
back to do you understand what the risks are…” (p. 6) [55]. 
Although analyses of interpretation services in the context 
of HIV/STI care were limited, a Quebec study found that 
im/migrant women often brought members of their social 
network to appointments when translation services were 
unavailable; however, this sometimes led to confidentiality 
issues within smaller communities [69].

Conversely, some women felt that a wide range of SRH 
services expanded options for language-specific care and 
enhanced engagement. A Chinese woman in Ontario 
explained, “My OB didn’t provide me with much pregnancy 
related information. The nurse[…] can only speak Eng-
lish[…] I can get similar information from the community 
health centre.”(p. 5) [54]

Social Isolation and Support

Twelve studies identified social isolation as a barrier to mater-
nity care [51, 52, 61, 62, 78], GBV support [56, 79], and sex-
ual health screenings (HIV/STI [69]) attributed to disconnec-
tions from family, friends, and community due to migration 
[56]. Quantitative studies found that im/migrant women were 
less likely than their Canadian-born peers to have access to 
social support during pregnancy (74.1% vs. 90%) and post-
partum (67.8% vs. 87.1%) [51]. Isolation among im/migrant 
women experiencing postpartum depression (PPD) also com-
monly limited health access [51, 52, 62, 78]. Qualitative stud-
ies found that social isolation enhanced im/migrant women’s 
vulnerability to GBV, and providers and advocates explained 
that immigration policies created significant challenges in 
reporting GBV for women who lacked social support. For 
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example, in addition to written reports from police or medical 
services, immigration officials required women to be “set-
tled” in Canada [79]. However, given challenges related to 
isolation and other factors, an immigration lawyer in Ontario 
explained, “They have to be these “super women”, so 
despite being abused, they have to have worked throughout 
the abuse,[…] established an extensive social network and 
community ties,[…] it’s a little unrealistic.”(p. 338) [79]. On 
a positive note, few studies found that support from family 
members, friends, providers and community organizations 
mitigated language barriers and fear through accompaniment 
for appointments and emotional support, enhancing access to 
healthcare for some [52, 53, 58].

Immigration‑Specific Factors

Thirteen studies identified pre-migration experiences, immi-
gration status, and migration duration as determinants of 
access to maternity care [26, 62–64, 74, 80, 81], sexual 
health screenings (cervical cancer [37, 73, 82], HIV/STIs 
[69]), contraception [72], and GBV support [79].

Few studies highlighted differences in SRH access based 
on immigration status [64, 69, 73], where permanent resi-
dents had greater access to services and asylum seekers and 
undocumented women faced additional barriers [69]. A 
quantitative study found that compared to insured women, 
uninsured undocumented women had fewer routine screen-
ing tests (93.7% vs. 100%, p = 0.045) and presented later in 
pregnancy (25.6 vs. 12.0 weeks, p < 0.001) [64]. Asylum 
seekers and refugees have access to government programmes 
in Canada, whereas undocumented individuals are some-
what ‘invisible’ in the eyes of the government and health-
care system. Additionally, while some services for asylum 
seekers are covered by Canada’s Interim Federal Health 
Program (IFHP) there remain numerous disparities, includ-
ing pre-approval required from Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada (IRCC) to access some mental health 
services, impeding access to needed care upon arrival [62]. 
Qualitative studies found that fear of negative consequences 
related to having precarious immigration status (i.e. status 
marked by the absence of rights and entitlements normally 
associated with permanent residence and citizenship), such 
as deportation and family separation, prevented women from 
accessing SRH support [80]. An undocumented woman 
experiencing PPD explained, “I don’t have insurance. It’s 
been nine months that I have given birth[…] I need a pap 
smear but I just don’t have support. I don’t have papers[…] 
I don’t have the money[…]” (p. 719) [26]. HCPs echoed 
similar concerns, including high costs of services for those 
without health insurance [74].

Migration duration also influenced im/migrant women’s 
access to SRH care [37, 60, 72, 82] where some studies 
demonstrated improvements in SRH access over integration 

in Canada [60, 82], while others showed additional barri-
ers for recently arrived im/migrant women. A BC study 
found that the odds of unmet health needs were highest for 
recent im/migrants(AOR 3.23, 95% CI 1.93–5.40) [long-
term im/migrants (AOR 1.90, 95% CI 1.22–2.96)] [60], 
while others found that that recent im/migrants (< 10 years 
in Canada) were at higher risk for never having a Pap test 
(AOR 2.2) than long-term im/migrants (AOR 1.1) [37], 
and less likely to have had a Pap test in the past three years 
(PR 0.77, 95% CI 0.71–0.84) [82] compared to Canadian-
born women.

Stigma, Discrimination and Racialization

Eight studies described how experiences of racism, xeno-
phobia, and discrimination based on gender and religion lim-
ited im/migrant women’s access to maternity care [26, 61, 
78], GBV support [56, 70], and HIV/STI services [60, 69].

A Quebec study with HCPs providing care for uninsured 
pregnant im/migrant women (N = 237) found that most 
believed they were “undeserving” of healthcare due to xeno-
phobic and discriminatory perceptions of im/migrants, and 
an unwillingness to provide care for those with precarious 
status [77]. Negative interactions with HCPs reported across 
studies were often due to racial or religious prejudice and 
resulted in inadequate care, incomplete assessments and cul-
turally unsafe approaches [58, 62, 66, 74, 75, 78]. In a study 
of asylum seekers, a participant explained, “Here they say 
that there is no discrimination, well this is the easiest way 
to be discriminated against, because you have no status. In 
all situations, you need to take out your papers and they see 
that you are not a tourist, nor are resident, you are nothing.” 
(p. 419) [69].

GBV survivors reported that racialization, stigma and 
shame from community, family members [56] and HCPs 
[66, 70] often delayed access to support. Narratives of 
HCPs in some studies reflected discriminatory, or ‘other-
ing’ attitudes towards im/migrants from particular immigra-
tion classes or regions of origin: “mostly refugees, I think 
they come to Canada and [expect] everything to be given to 
them[…] some of them are very demanding[…] They are all 
quite easy except for the [ethnic group name]”  (p. 10) [68]. 
One study found that HCPs perceived discrimination to be 
an instinctive response, as opposed to a structural issue [66], 
while others were more sensitive to racism and xenophobia 
faced by im/migrant women, and used approaches that were 
culturally safe and patient-centered [61].

Gender Inequities and Unequal Power Relations

Five qualitative studies showed that gender inequities under-
mined access to maternity care [83], sexual health screenings 
(HIV/STI [60, 69]), GBV support [56], and family planning 
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[71]. Across studies, gender norms related to women’s status 
and social positioning strongly shaped access to and engage-
ment in SRH care. Studies demonstrated that unequal gen-
dered power dynamics increased unsafe sexual behaviours 
and exploitation, increasing barriers to SRH support. A 
Latin American woman needing HIV/STI care explained, 
“He told me[…] what I want is to sleep with you whether 
you want it or not, I told him no, […] he got so angry with 
me that he fired me.” (p. 420) [69].

Unequal gender roles and power dynamics especially hin-
dered access to GBV support, resulting in silence and hidden 
abuse [56]. One study reported that financial dependence 
on abusive partners who had control over their immigration 
status posed additional healthcare barriers [60]. An HCP 
demonstrated the extent to which women covertly sought 
birth control: “the women are saying ‘please don’t tell my 
husband’ or they have come here on the sly[…] they are 
like, ‘quick, give me a Depo Provera injection and don’t tell 
him’” (p. 376) [71].

Discussion

This review sheds light on alarming inequities in SRH care 
for im/migrant women in Canada. Key findings demon-
strated that structural challenges associated with health sys-
tem navigation and knowledge of SRH services, experiences 
of racism and xenophobia within and outside the health sys-
tem, and insufficient culturally safe and language-specific 
services posed the most significant barriers to healthcare. We 
found that while positive experiences with health personnel 
and social support facilitated SRH access for some women, 
social isolation, precarious immigration status, and discrimi-
nation and stigma by community members and HCPs pre-
sented severe challenges for others. Our study echoes prior 
research calling for attention to the impacts of immigration-
specific factors (e.g., duration of migration, changes across 
migration, immigration status) on health access [42, 44], 
and provides unique insights on research gaps and findings 
regarding SRH access for im/migrant women.

Past reviews of im/migrant women’s SRH access have 
focused on specific sub-populations (e.g., refugees, inter-
nally displaced migrants) [40, 49, 84, 85] and services (e.g., 
maternal health, HIV/STIs) [20, 40, 42, 50, 84, 86–88]; our 
findings build on this work by providing a comprehensive 
overview of inequities and determinants of access to a 
broader range of SRH services (e.g., sexual health screen-
ings, GBV) amongst im/migrant women in Canada. Consist-
ent with gaps identified in previous literature, heterogeneous 
definitions of immigrants across studies limited compari-
sons and understandings of diverse SRH access experiences 
[42]. Amongst studies that focused on specific populations, 
most included sponsored refugees and asylum seekers, and 

few made comparisons between the experiences of diverse 
groups. However, evidence demonstrated severe SRH ineq-
uities based on immigration status where available, high-
lighting the need for future research unpacking the impacts 
of immigration status on SRH experiences [69].

Most studies were conducted in Ontario, and limited 
information was found from other key destination provinces 
(i.e., BC, Alberta, Quebec). Most studies focused on mater-
nity care and cervical cancer screening, with a dearth of 
research on contraception services, GBV support, or other 
types of sexual health screenings. This presents a need for 
greater understandings of inequities faced by im/migrant 
women across the full spectrum of SRH services. Some 
studies included both im/migrant women and provider per-
spectives, highlighting several multi-level opportunities to 
address challenges and strengthen supports. For example, 
women’s preference to see women doctors to avoid potential 
re-traumatization of sexual violence [80] speaks to a criti-
cal need for trauma-informed care in health and settlement 
settings. Insights provided by immigration lawyers, legal 
advocates and HCPs demonstrate the impacts of macro-
structural factors and the need to include other stakeholders 
(e.g., settlement workers, government officials) in research 
to address structural challenges in SRH care.

Qualitative and quantitative findings complemented one 
another and provided unique insights regarding inequities 
and determinants of SRH access for im/migrant women. 
Quantitative findings highlighted statistical descriptions 
of im/migrant women’s use and access to SRH care, which 
was explained by various determinants of SRH access high-
lighted by qualitative findings. However, most studies were 
cross-sectional, and research using longitudinal methods to 
understand women’s SRH access over time, across arrival 
and settlement, is needed.

Although most literature continues to focus on health ser-
vice use and delivery environments, several studies that did 
identify macro-structural and immigration-specific deter-
minants of SRH care highlighted the critical influence of 
immigration status on limited health insurance coverage and 
other barriers to SRH care. Policies that exacerbate barri-
ers for women experiencing pre-migration trauma or PPD, 
for example, demonstrate structural inequities that ignore 
intersecting forms of marginalization based on gender, race, 
age, and poverty. Most studies did not focus on the roles 
of macro-structural factors such as stigma, ‘othering’ [43], 
and immigration policies or the nuances of how these may 
influence whether and how im/migrant women engage with 
SRH services [43, 45].

Research gaps identified by our review include a lim-
ited focus on SRH access experiences of younger women, 
undocumented women, and women who speak languages 
other than English. Although reproductive age is under-
stood to begin at the age of 15, only two studies included 
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women below the age of 20 [37, 51]. While only three stud-
ies included undocumented women, one excluded this popu-
lation [79] and others did not specify explicit inclusion or 
exclusion of certain subgroups. A large number of studies 
excluded women who could not communicate in English 
[56, 61, 67, 70, 77, 80], presenting significant inequities as 
available evidence demonstrated severe language barriers.

Strengths and Limitations

To our knowledge, our findings are the first to highlight the 
heterogeneous experiences of different im/migrant women 
sub-groups across a wide spectrum of SRH care. Our 
review also uniquely builds on past work by highlighting 
the nuances of how immigration-specific factors, including 
how variations based on the duration and type of migration, 
interact with cross-cutting factors such as gender and socio-
economic status [3, 44, 89], to shape im/migrant women’s 
SRH access in Canada. However, limitations exist. The stud-
ies included may not have captured the many, diverse experi-
ences of im/migrant women’s access to SRH care in Canada. 
Articles that examined the health access of both im/migrant 
men and women and that did not have a clear focus on SRH 
were excluded, thus potentially missing some information 
on im/migrant women’s SRH access.

Recommendations for Future Research

The findings of this review call for additional research in 
im/migrant women’s health to highlight the nuanced ways 
in which structural and intersectional experiences shape 
SRH access, particularly in the context of maternity care 
and cervical cancer screening. Future research must engage 
a broader diversity of im/migrant populations, including 
youth, undocumented women, and asylum seekers, whose 
experiences remain underrepresented; this is critical to gen-
erate comparable data to inform im/migrant-sensitive health 

services and system planning. Narratives from stakeholders 
also demonstrate value in consulting service providers, poli-
cymakers and community advocates to understand varied 
perspectives on im/migrant women’s health access. Certain 
parts of Canada (e.g., Ontario) were better represented in the 
literature, and there remains a need for additional research 
particularly in BC, Alberta, and Quebec. Finally, longitudi-
nal and mixed-methods designs are recommended to exam-
ine changes in health experiences and access over time and 
triangulate epidemiological findings with lived experiences.

Conclusions

The findings of this review highlighted important issues 
in SRH services faced by racialized im/migrant women in 
Canada across different types of SRH care, and pointed to 
key roles of macro-structural, immigration-specific factors, 
health service use and delivery, and individual-level fac-
tors in shaping inequities. Our analysis helps draws on both 
quantitative and lived experiences of im/migrant women, 
and points to the need for different types of interventions. 
Findings provide a comprehensive overview of challenges 
and supports faced by im/migrant women accessing SRH 
care in Canada; future research that compares and includes 
experiences of different im/migrant groups, addresses a 
wider spectrum of SRH services, and includes marginalized 
sub-groups is needed. This is essential to expand existing 
understandings of the diverse and shared needs and realities 
of im/migrant women to develop responsive, equity-oriented 
policies and interventions.

Appendix A

See Table 2.
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Table 2   Combination of search terms used to explore and understand 
determinants of access to and engagement in sexual and reproductive 
health(SRH) services amongst im/migrant women in Canada (2008–

2018) based on searches in Ovid Medline, Social Sciences Citation 
Index, Sciences Citation Index, and CINAHL

Sexual and repro-
ductive health 
(SRH)

“sexual health” OR “reproductive health” OR “SRH” OR “HIV” or “human immunodeficiency virus” OR “AIDS” 
or “acquired immune deficiency syndrome” OR “HIV/AIDS” OR “STI*” OR “sexually transmitted infection*” OR 
“STD*” OR “sexually transmitted disease*” OR “contracept*” OR “miscarriage*” OR “abortion*” OR “stillb*” 
OR “live birth*” OR “antenatal” OR “prenatal” OR “postnatal” OR “perinatal” OR “postpartum” OR “pregnanc*” 
OR “maternal mortalit*” OR “maternal health” OR “maternal morbidit*” OR “sexual violence” OR “gender-based 
violence” OR “violence against women” OR “intimate partner violence” OR “IPV” OR “GBV” OR “reproductive 
coercion”

Migration “migrant*” OR “migration” OR “immigrant*” OR “immigration” OR “refugee*” OR “asylum seeker*” OR “asylee*” 
OR “mobile population*” OR “displaced person*” OR “displacement” OR “IDP” OR “newcomer*” OR “deport*” OR 
“cross-border” OR “across borders” OR “binational” OR “transnational” OR “transmigration” OR “transmigra*” OR 
“traffick*” OR “undocumented” OR “foreign-born” OR “foreigner*”

Women “women” OR “woman” OR “female*” OR “mother*” OR “maternal” OR “girl*”
Methodology “qualitative” OR “interview*” OR “narrative*” OR “grounded theory” OR “focus group*” OR “ethnograph*” OR 

“quantitative” OR “epidemiolog*” OR “cross-sectional” OR “cohort” OR “randomized controlled trial” OR “RCT” OR 
“longitudinal”

Table 3   Types of sexual and reproductive health (SRH) services accessed by im/migrant women in Canada (2008–2018)

Type of SRH care

Maternity care Sexual health 
screenings and 
treatment

Gender-based violence support Family planning and contraception

Prenatal and pregnancy [23, 51, 54, 55, 
61, 75–77, 78, 80, 81]

Cervical cancer 
[37, 39, 58, 
66–68, 73, 82]

GBV reporting and help-seeking (including 
intimate partner violence) [56, 70, 79]

Family planning [71, 72]

Postpartum [23, 26, 27, 29, 52, 62, 90] HIV [57, 60, 69] Condom use [59]
Perinatal [53, 63] STIs [60, 69]

Appendix B

See Table 3.
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 c
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 m

e,
 b

ut
 I 

th
in

k 
th

at
 th

e 
so

ci
oc

ul
tu

ra
l b
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 m
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 c
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ra
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s r
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 b
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 b
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r b
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 b
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 c
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 d
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 d
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 c
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, l
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t r
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 p
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 m
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s f
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I c
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 c
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 p
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 m
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 d
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 d
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r m
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 b
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 c
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 p

ra
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 c
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 d
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C
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 m
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 b
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e 

sh
ou

ld
er

 
dy

sto
ci

a 
ri

gh
t o

r w
ha

te
ve

r i
t m

ig
ht

 
be

.”
 (p

. 7
)



289Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299	

1 3

Ta
bl

e 
4  

(c
on

tin
ue

d)

Th
em

e
Po

pu
la

tio
n

M
ai

n 
fin

di
ng

Q
ua

lit
at

iv
e 

ex
em

pl
ar

s o
f w

om
en

’s
 

liv
ed

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 o
f b

ar
rie

rs
 a

nd
 

fa
ci

lit
at

or
s t

o 
SR

H
 c

ar
e

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e 

fin
di

ng
s o

f b
ar

rie
rs

 a
nd

 
fa

ci
lit

at
or

s t
o 

SR
H

 c
ar

e

So
ci

al
 is

ol
at

io
n 

an
d 

su
pp

or
t

C
hi

ne
se

 im
/m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

N
 =

 13
Su

pp
or

t f
ro

m
 fa

m
ily

 m
em

be
rs

, 
fr

ie
nd

s a
nd

 p
ar

tn
er

s f
ac

ili
ta

te
d 

po
st

pa
rt

um
 c

ar
e 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
 [5

2]

“I
f m

y 
fa

m
ily

 is
 a

ro
un

d,
 I 

wo
ul

d 
no

t 
le

t t
he

m
 le

av
e 

in
 su

ch
 a

 sh
or

t t
im

e.
 

In
ste

ad
, I

 w
ou

ld
 a

sk
 m

y 
m

ot
he

r-
in

- l
aw

 to
 st

ay
 fo

r a
t l

ea
st

 th
re

e 
m

on
th

s. 
I w

ill
 n

ot
 te

ll 
he

r t
o 

go
 

af
te

r o
nl

y 
on

e 
m

on
th

 o
f “

zu
o 

yu
e 

zi
” 

(P
12

) (
p.

 3
89

)
“I

f d
ur

in
g 

“z
uo

 y
ue

 zi
”,

 c
ou

pl
es

 a
re

 
ab

le
 to

 w
or

k 
to

ge
th

er
 to

 su
rv

iv
e 

an
d 

to
 ta

ke
 c

ar
e 

of
 th

e 
ba

by
, t

hi
s 

m
ay

 so
lid

ify
 th

e 
co

up
le

 fo
r t

he
 

fu
tu

re
...

 If
 tw

o 
pe

op
le

 a
re

 tr
ul

y 
ab

le
 to

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

ea
ch

 o
th

er
, 

th
is

 m
ay

 b
e 

a 
he

lp
 to

 th
ei

r f
ut

ur
e,

 
be

ca
us

e 
th

e 
w

ife
 m

ay
 n

ot
 u

nd
er

-
st

an
d 

he
r h

us
- b

an
d’

s e
xp

re
ss

io
n 

of
 lo

ve
 b

ut
 sh

e 
ca

n 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

 th
e 

pr
oc

es
s o

f r
e-

sh
ap

in
g 

th
e 

fa
m

ily
 

va
lu

es
” 

(P
5)

 (p
. 3

89
)

Im
/m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

N
 =

 15
H

C
Ps

N
 =

 5

Su
pp

or
t f

ro
m

 h
us

ba
nd

s a
nd

 fa
m

ily
 

m
em

be
rs

 fa
ci

lit
at

ed
 w

om
en

’s
 

pe
ri

na
ta

l e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 [5
3]

“M
y 

hu
sb

an
d 

us
ed

 to
 h

el
p 

m
e 

so
 I 

di
dn

’t 
ha

ve
 a

 lo
t o

f p
re

ss
ur

e.
 A

fte
r 

co
m

in
g 

fro
m

 m
y 

wo
rk

, I
 u

se
d 

to
 

m
ak

e 
ju

st
 th

e 
ve

ge
ta

bl
es

. E
ve

n 
va

cu
um

in
g,

 h
e 

us
ed

 to
 d

o 
an

d 
if 

th
er

e 
wa

s n
ee

d 
to

 c
le

an
 th

e 
ki

tc
he

n 
w

ith
 th

e 
br

oo
m

, h
e 

us
ed

 to
 d

o 
th

at
 

to
o.

 M
y 

hu
sb

an
d 

us
ed

 to
 sa

y,
 “

It’
s 

no
t i

m
po

rt
an

t t
o 

cl
ea

n 
th

e 
ho

us
e,

 
I w

ill
 ta

ke
 c

ar
e 

of
 it

. J
us

t r
es

t 
be

ca
us

e 
yo

u 
ar

e 
tir

ed
 fr

om
 w

or
k.

” 
If 

th
e 

wo
m

an
 h

as
 to

 d
o 

th
e 

ou
ts

id
e 

wo
rk

 a
s w

el
l a

s t
he

 w
or

k 
at

 h
om

e,
 

it 
ca

n 
be

 v
er

y 
di

ffi
cu

lt.
” 

(p
. 2

96
)

“A
t t

he
 fi

rs
t b

ab
y,

 o
ne

 d
oe

sn
’t 

kn
ow

 
w

ha
t h

ap
pe

ns
. I

f t
he

re
 is

 a
n 

el
de

rly
 

pe
rs

on
 in

 th
e 

ho
us

e,
 th

at
 p

er
so

n 
ca

n 
te

ll 
ab

ou
t t

he
 c

irc
um

st
an

ce
s, 

as
 m

y 
m

ot
he

r-
in

- l
aw

 [d
id

], 
w

ho
 re

ce
nt

ly
 c

am
e 

[t
o 

C
an

ad
a]

 
to

wa
rd

s t
he

 e
nd

.”
 (p

. 2
96

)



290	 Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299

1 3

Ta
bl

e 
4  

(c
on

tin
ue

d)

Th
em

e
Po

pu
la

tio
n

M
ai

n 
fin

di
ng

Q
ua

lit
at

iv
e 

ex
em

pl
ar

s o
f w

om
en

’s
 

liv
ed

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 o
f b

ar
rie

rs
 a

nd
 

fa
ci

lit
at

or
s t

o 
SR

H
 c

ar
e

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e 

fin
di

ng
s o

f b
ar

rie
rs

 a
nd

 
fa

ci
lit

at
or

s t
o 

SR
H

 c
ar

e

C
hi

ne
se

 im
/m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

N
 =

 13
La

ck
 o

f s
oc

ia
l s

up
po

rt 
po

se
d 

pr
ob

-
le

m
s i

n 
im

pl
em

en
tin

g 
tra

di
tio

na
l 

pr
ac

tic
es

 in
 p

os
tp

ar
tu

m
 c

ar
e 

[5
2]

“[
m

y 
hu

sb
an

d]
 h

as
 to

 g
et

 u
p 

at
 si

x 
or

 se
ve

n 
an

d 
w

he
n 

he
 g

et
s h

om
e 

fro
m

 w
or

k 
ar

ou
nd

 fi
ve

 o
r s

ix
 in

 th
e 

ev
en

in
g,

 h
e 

ha
s t

o 
he

lp
 m

e 
ta

ke
 

ca
re

 o
f t

he
 b

ab
y 

so
 h

e 
is

…
 q

ui
te

 
ex

ha
us

te
d”

 (P
12

). 
(p

. 3
91

)
Re

ce
nt

 im
/m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

 
(<

 5 
ye

ar
s)

N
 =

 57
03

N
on

-r
ec

en
t i

m
/m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

 
(>

 5 
ye

ar
s)

N
 =

 12
,3

55
C

an
ad

ia
n-

bo
rn

 w
om

en
N

 =
 57

,8
05

Le
ss

 p
er

ce
iv

ed
 so

ci
al

 su
pp

or
t d

ur
in

g 
pr

eg
na

nc
y 

or
 p

os
tp

ar
tu

m
 fo

r i
m

/
m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

 le
ad

in
g 

to
 h

ig
he

r 
ra

te
s o

f p
os

tp
ar

tu
m

 d
ep

re
ss

io
n 

sy
m

pt
om

s [
51

]

Im
/m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

 m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 

re
po

rt 
hi

gh
 le

ve
ls

 o
f p

os
tp

ar
tu

m
 

de
pr

es
si

on
 sy

m
pt

om
s (

13
.2

%
 v

s. 
6.

0%
), 

le
ss

 li
ke

ly
 to

 h
av

e 
ac

ce
ss

 
to

 so
ci

al
 su

pp
or

t (
74

.1
%

 v
s. 

90
%

 
du

rin
g 

pr
eg

na
nc

y,
 6

7.
8%

 v
s. 

87
.1

%
 

du
rin

g 
po

stp
ar

tu
m

). 
Re

ce
nt

 a
nd

 
no

n-
re

ce
nt

 im
m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

 h
ad

 
di

ffe
re

nt
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

es
—

du
ra

tio
n 

of
 

re
si

de
nc

e 
in

 C
an

ad
a 

pl
ay

ed
 a

 ro
le

 in
 

m
at

er
ni

ty
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

es
D

om
es

tic
 v

io
le

nc
e 

se
rv

ic
e 

pr
ov

id
er

s
N

 =
 32

A
dv

oc
at

es
 a

nd
 so

ci
al

 se
rv

ic
e 

pr
of

es
-

si
on

al
s

N
 =

 24
Im

/m
ig

ra
nt

 w
om

en
 fr

om
 fo

ur
 d

iff
er

-
en

t c
om

m
un

iti
es

N
 =

 21

La
ck

 o
f s

oc
ia

l s
up

po
rt 

pr
ev

en
te

d 
w

om
en

 fr
om

 le
av

in
g 

in
tim

at
e 

pa
rtn

er
 v

io
le

nc
e 

[7
9]

“F
or

 m
e,

 I 
di

dn
’t 

kn
ow

 w
ha

t t
o 

do
—

af
ra

id
, b

ut
 I 

wa
s a

fra
id

. 
St

ill
 a

m
. S

om
et

im
es

 th
ey

 sa
y 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 to
 le

av
e 

hi
m

. L
ea

ve
 h

im
! 

W
he

re
 w

ou
ld

 I 
go

? 
I d

on
’t 

kn
ow

 
an

yo
ne

 e
ls

e 
in

 C
an

ad
a”

. (
Sp

an
is

h 
W

om
an

) (
p.

 3
38

)



291Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299	

1 3

Ta
bl

e 
4  

(c
on

tin
ue

d)

Th
em

e
Po

pu
la

tio
n

M
ai

n 
fin

di
ng

Q
ua

lit
at

iv
e 

ex
em

pl
ar

s o
f w

om
en

’s
 

liv
ed

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 o
f b

ar
rie

rs
 a

nd
 

fa
ci

lit
at

or
s t

o 
SR

H
 c

ar
e

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e 

fin
di

ng
s o

f b
ar

rie
rs

 a
nd

 
fa

ci
lit

at
or

s t
o 

SR
H

 c
ar

e

So
ut

h 
A

si
an

 im
/m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

N
 =

 22
Lo

ss
 o

f s
oc

ia
l s

up
po

rt 
af

te
r m

ig
ra

-
tio

n 
de

la
ye

d 
he

lp
 se

ek
in

g 
fo

r 
in

tim
at

e 
pa

rtn
er

 v
io

le
nc

e 
su

pp
or

t 
[5

6]

“(
af

te
r b

ei
ng

 a
bu

se
d 

by
 p

ar
tn

er
) 

H
er

e 
we

 ju
st

 st
ay

 in
si

de
 o

f t
he

 
ho

us
e 

sc
ar

ed
 n

ot
 e

ve
n 

ca
lli

ng
 a

ny
-

on
e.

 W
ha

t w
e 

ar
e 

th
in

ki
ng

 a
t t

ha
t 

tim
e 

is
 w

ha
t c

an
 I 

do
? 

W
he

re
 c

an
 I 

go
? 

I d
on

’t 
ha

ve
 a

ny
on

e 
of

 m
y 

ow
n 

ov
er

 h
er

e.
” 

(F
G

3,
 p

. 4
) (

p.
 6

17
)

“W
he

n 
I fi

rs
t c

am
e 

he
re

 m
y 

in
-la

ws
 

we
re

 in
 th

e 
ho

us
e…

 th
ey

 u
se

d 
to

 
lo

ck
 th

e 
do

or
 o

n 
m

e 
so

 I 
co

ul
d 

no
t 

ge
t o

ut
…

 a
nd

 th
ey

 d
id

 so
m

et
hi

ng
 

to
 th

e 
ph

on
e.

 W
e 

co
ul

d 
ge

t i
nc

om
-

in
g 

ca
lls

 b
ut

 c
ou

ld
n’

t m
ak

e 
ou

tg
o-

in
g 

ca
lls

. [
af

te
r a

 y
ea

r o
f b

ei
ng

 
be

at
en

 b
y 

he
r h

us
ba

nd
] I

 lo
ok

ed
 

in
to

 m
y 

ne
ig

hb
ou

rs
 h

ou
se

 fr
om

 m
y 

w
in

do
w

 a
nd

 to
ld

 h
er

…
 c

an
 y

ou
 

ca
ll 

91
1…

 th
e 

po
lic

e 
ca

m
e 

an
d 

br
ok

e 
th

e 
lo

ck
 o

f m
y 

do
or

’’
 (F

G
1,

 
p.

 6
) (

p.
 6

17
)

Im
/m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

 fr
om

 n
in

e 
di

ffe
r-

en
t c

ou
nt

rie
s

N
 =

 33
So

ci
al

 se
rv

ic
e 

pr
ov

id
er

s/
st

ak
eh

ol
de

rs
N

 =
 18

H
C

Ps
N

 =
 8

La
ck

 o
f s

oc
ia

l s
up

po
rt 

an
d 

fe
el

in
gs

 
of

 is
ol

at
io

n 
as

 b
ar

rie
rs

 to
 m

at
er

ni
ty

 
he

al
th

 c
ar

e 
[6

1]

“I
 w

as
 in

 m
y 

ei
gh

th
 m

on
th

 I 
wa

s s
til

l 
wo

rk
in

g.
 Y

ou
 k

no
w

 w
hy

? 
Be

ca
us

e 
I d

on
’t 

ha
ve

 a
ny

on
e 

in
 th

e 
ho

us
e.

 I 
wa

s a
ct

ua
lly

 w
or

ri
ed

 th
at

 I 
m

ig
ht

 
gi

ve
 b

ir
th

 h
er

e 
an

d 
th

en
 I 

do
n’

t 
ha

ve
 a

ny
bo

dy
.”

 (p
. 7

)

Im
m

ig
ra

tio
n-

sp
ec

ifi
c 

fa
ct

or
s

W
om

en
 a

t l
ow

-r
is

k 
fo

r u
np

la
nn

ed
 

ca
es

ar
ea

ns
C

as
es

: u
np

la
nn

ed
 c

ae
sa

re
an

s
N

 =
 23

3
C

on
tro

ls
: d

el
iv

er
ed

 v
ag

in
al

ly
N

 =
 16

15

Po
or

 a
cc

es
s t

o 
m

at
er

ni
ty

 c
ar

e 
de

te
r-

m
in

ed
 b

y 
va

rio
us

 m
ig

ra
tio

n-
re

la
te

d 
pr

ed
ic

to
rs

 o
f u

np
la

nn
ed

 c
ae

sa
re

an
s 

[8
1]

Pr
ed

ic
to

rs
 o

f u
np

la
nn

ed
 c

ae
sa

re
an

: 
be

in
g 

fro
m

 su
b-

Sa
ha

ra
n 

A
fr

ic
a/

C
ar

ib
be

an
 (A

O
R

 2
.3

7,
 9

5%
 C

I 
1.

02
–5

.5
1)

A
m

on
gs

t w
om

en
 li

vi
ng

 in
 C

an
ad

a 
le

ss
 th

an
 2

 y
ea

rs
 (A

O
R

 1
.7

7,
 9

5%
 

C
I 0

.9
8–

3.
20

), 
ha

vi
ng

 a
 h

um
an

i-
ta

ria
n 

m
ig

ra
tio

n 
cl

as
si

fic
at

io
n 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
ris

k 
(A

O
R

 1
.6

0,
 9

5%
 C

I 
0.

72
–3

.5
6)



292	 Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299

1 3

Ta
bl

e 
4  

(c
on

tin
ue

d)

Th
em

e
Po

pu
la

tio
n

M
ai

n 
fin

di
ng

Q
ua

lit
at

iv
e 

ex
em

pl
ar

s o
f w

om
en

’s
 

liv
ed

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 o
f b

ar
rie

rs
 a

nd
 

fa
ci

lit
at

or
s t

o 
SR

H
 c

ar
e

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e 

fin
di

ng
s o

f b
ar

rie
rs

 a
nd

 
fa

ci
lit

at
or

s t
o 

SR
H

 c
ar

e

Im
m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

N
 =

 22
Re

fu
ge

e 
w

om
en

N
 =

 8

C
on

se
qu

en
ce

s o
f i

m
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

po
li-

ci
es

 a
nd

 p
re

ca
rio

us
 im

m
ig

ra
tio

n 
st

at
us

 h
in

de
re

d 
he

lp
-s

ee
ki

ng
 fo

r 
po

stp
ar

tu
m

 d
ep

re
ss

io
n 

[2
6]

“I
n 

m
y 

he
ar

t I
 a

lw
ay

s w
or

ry
 th

at
 

be
ca

us
e 

m
y 

hu
sb

an
d 

is
 st

ill
 o

n 
a 

wo
rk

 v
is

a 
an

d 
no

t a
 C

an
ad

ia
n 

ci
ti-

ze
n 

it 
m

ay
 a

ffe
ct

 o
ur

 im
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n…

 th
at

’s
 w

hy
 I 

da
re

 n
ot

 
se

ek
 a

ny
 h

el
p.

 I 
re

al
ly

 fe
lt 

in
fe

ri
or

 
an

d 
th

at
’s

 w
hy

 I 
ha

d 
a 

fe
el

in
g 

th
at

 
we

’re
 n

ot
 su

pp
os

ed
 to

 g
et

 a
ny

 h
el

p 
w

ith
ou

t a
 C

an
ad

ia
n 

ci
tiz

en
sh

ip
 

st
at

us
. T

o 
be

 h
on

es
t, 

m
y 

hu
sb

an
d 

al
so

 fa
ce

d 
a 

lo
t o

f u
nf

ai
r k

in
d 

of
 

tre
at

m
en

t i
n 

wo
rk

 p
la

ce
. F

or
 th

e 
fir

st
 y

ea
r o

ur
 li

ve
s w

er
e 

re
al

ly
 

bi
tte

r…
we

 c
ou

ld
 n

ot
 se

e 
an

y 
wa

y 
ou

t a
nd

 e
ac

h 
da

y 
wa

s fi
lle

d 
w

ith
 

wo
rr

ie
s a

nd
 fe

ar
in

g 
we

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
ex

pe
lle

d 
fro

m
 C

an
ad

a.
” 

(p
. 7

19
)

H
C

Ps
N

 =
 63

B
ar

rie
rs

 to
 m

at
er

ni
ty

 c
ar

e 
in

flu
-

en
ce

d 
by

 m
ig

ra
tio

n 
jo

ur
ne

y 
an

d 
ba

ck
gr

ou
nd

, p
rim

ar
ily

 p
re

ca
rio

us
 

im
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

st
at

us
 [7

4]

“…
if 

yo
u 

do
n’

t h
av

e 
a 

C
an

ad
ia

n 
st

a-
tu

s, 
we

ll,
 y

ou
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

no
 ri

gh
ts

 
at

 a
ll,

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
lit

er
al

ly
 n

ot
hi

ng
, 

no
t e

ve
n 

ac
ce

ss
 to

 le
ga

l r
ec

ou
rs

es
 

be
ca

us
e 

th
ey

 c
an

no
t e

ve
n 

cl
ai

m
 

fo
r r

ef
ug

ee
 st

at
us

. T
he

se
 p

eo
pl

e,
 

it’
s s

ad
 w

ha
t I

 a
m

 g
oi

ng
 to

 sa
y,

 
bu

t t
he

y 
ju

st
 li

ve
 in

 th
e 

sh
ad

ow
s, 

in
 a

ll 
po

ss
ib

le
 se

ns
es

! A
nd

 fo
r 

m
ig

ra
nt

 w
om

en
 w

ho
 a

re
 p

re
gn

an
t, 

th
e 

‘C
an

ad
ia

n 
st

at
us

’ i
s c

ru
ci

al
 

be
ca

us
e 

th
at

 o
pe

ns
 o

r c
lo

se
s 

ac
ce

ss
 to

 fr
ee

 h
ea

lth
 c

ar
e.

 If
 y

ou
 

ha
ve

 a
 ‘C

an
ad

ia
n 

st
at

us
,’ 

no
 m

at
-

te
r w

hi
ch

 o
ne

, y
ou

 g
et

 a
cc

es
s t

o 
ca

re
…

” 
(p

. 5
)

U
ni

ns
ur

ed
 re

fu
ge

e 
cl

ai
m

an
t a

nd
 im

/
m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

N
 =

 17
5

In
su

re
d 

re
fu

ge
e 

cl
ai

m
an

t a
nd

 im
/

m
ig

ra
nt

 w
om

en
N

 =
 27

8

M
os

t u
ni

ns
ur

ed
 w

om
en

 re
ce

iv
ed

 
in

ad
eq

ua
te

 m
at

er
ni

ty
 c

ar
e,

 w
ith

 
sh

or
te

r l
en

gt
hs

 o
f h

os
pi

ta
l s

ta
ys

 
an

d 
hi

gh
er

 ra
te

s o
f c

ae
sa

re
an

s d
ue

 
to

 p
oo

r p
er

in
at

al
 o

ut
co

m
es

 [6
3]

Th
e 

nu
m

be
r o

f p
re

na
ta

l v
is

its
 

re
po

rte
d 

fo
r t

he
 u

ni
ns

ur
ed

 g
ro

up
 

(m
ea

n =
 6.

04
, t

 =
  −

 6.
17

3,
 α

 =
 0)

 
w

as
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

ly
 lo

w
er

, t
ha

n 
fo

r 
th

ei
r i

ns
ur

ed
 p

ee
rs

 (m
ea

n =
 8.

70
). 

N
o 

di
ffe

re
nc

e 
w

as
 fo

un
d 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

un
in

su
re

d 
an

d 
in

su
re

d 
gr

ou
ps

 
in

 h
ea

lth
 c

ar
e 

se
rv

ic
e 

or
 tr

ea
tm

en
t 

du
rin

g 
de

liv
er

y



293Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299	

1 3

Ta
bl

e 
4  

(c
on

tin
ue

d)

Th
em

e
Po

pu
la

tio
n

M
ai

n 
fin

di
ng

Q
ua

lit
at

iv
e 

ex
em

pl
ar

s o
f w

om
en

’s
 

liv
ed

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 o
f b

ar
rie

rs
 a

nd
 

fa
ci

lit
at

or
s t

o 
SR

H
 c

ar
e

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e 

fin
di

ng
s o

f b
ar

rie
rs

 a
nd

 
fa

ci
lit

at
or

s t
o 

SR
H

 c
ar

e

D
om

es
tic

 v
io

le
nc

e 
se

rv
ic

e 
pr

ov
id

er
s 

(k
ey

 in
fo

rm
an

t i
nt

er
vi

ew
s)

N
 =

 32
A

dv
oc

at
es

 a
nd

 so
ci

al
 se

rv
ic

e 
pr

of
es

-
si

on
al

s
N

 =
 24

Im
/m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

 fr
om

 fo
ur

 d
iff

er
-

en
t c

om
m

un
iti

es
N

 =
 21

Fe
ar

 o
f i

m
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

st
at

us
 re

pe
rc

us
-

si
on

s a
nd

 a
 re

lu
ct

an
ce

 o
f p

ol
ic

e 
in

te
rv

en
tio

n 
pr

ev
en

te
d 

w
om

en
 

fro
m

 le
av

in
g 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
ps

 w
ith

 
in

tim
at

e 
pa

rtn
er

 v
io

le
nc

e 
[7

9]

“S
he

 is
 w

ai
tin

g 
fo

r p
ap

er
s. 

Th
at

 
m

an
 k

no
ws

 sh
e 

ca
nn

ot
 g

o.
 T

ha
t i

s 
w

hy
 h

e 
al

wa
ys

 to
rt

ur
es

 h
er

. S
he

 
is

 a
fra

id
 o

f e
ve

ry
th

in
g”

. (
Be

ng
al

i 
W

om
an

)
“V

er
y 

fr
ig

ht
en

in
g 

fo
r w

om
en

 w
ith

 
lit

tle
 k

id
s, 

in
vo

lv
ed

 w
ith

 C
AS

, n
o 

st
at

us
 h

er
e.

 T
re

nd
 c

om
in

g 
up

 is
 

th
at

 m
en

 a
re

 b
ri

ng
in

g 
th

ei
r w

iv
es

 
to

 C
an

ad
a 

on
 a

 v
is

ito
r v

is
a,

 so
 

th
ey

 h
av

e 
no

 st
at

us
, a

nd
 th

e 
m

en
 

ha
ve

 n
o 

pl
an

 o
n 

sp
on

so
ri

ng
 th

em
, 

du
m

p 
th

em
, n

o 
ri

gh
ts

 h
er

e,
 te

rr
i-

fie
d,

 d
on

’t 
kn

ow
 a

bo
ut

 le
ga

l a
id

, 
m

en
 w

ith
dr

aw
 sp

on
so

rs
hi

p 
at

 la
st

 
se

co
nd

” 
(S

er
vi

ce
 P

ro
vi

de
r)

 (p
. 

33
9)

St
ig

m
a,

 d
is

cr
im

in
at

io
n 

an
d 

ra
ci

sm
Im

/m
ig

ra
nt

 w
om

en
 fr

om
 n

in
e 

di
ffe

r-
en

t c
ou

nt
rie

s
N

 =
 33

So
ci

al
 se

rv
ic

e 
pr

ov
id

er
s/

st
ak

eh
ol

de
rs

N
 =

 18
H

C
Ps

N
 =

 8

Pe
rc

ei
ve

d 
di

sc
rim

in
at

io
n 

an
d 

ste
-

re
ot

yp
in

g 
in

 m
at

er
ni

ty
 c

ar
e 

le
d 

to
 

ne
ga

tiv
e 

pa
tie

nt
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

es
 [6

1]

“W
he

n 
yo

u 
ar

e 
pr

eg
na

nt
 a

nd
 if

 
yo

u 
ar

e 
ov

er
 3

0…
 in

 th
e 

Af
ri

ca
n 

co
m

m
un

ity
, t

he
 d

oc
to

rs
 sc

ar
ed

 to
 

he
ll.

 Y
ou

 h
av

e 
to

 d
o 

th
is

, y
ou

 h
av

e 
to

 d
o 

th
at

. Y
ou

 d
o 

th
is

, w
e 

ha
ve

 to
 

te
st

 th
is

, w
e 

ha
ve

 to
 g

iv
e 

yo
u 

th
e 

am
ni

o…
 so

 st
ar

t t
al

ki
ng

 to
 y

ou
 

ab
ou

t C
-s

ec
tio

n.
” 

(I
W

-F
G

I-
U

rb
an

 
To

w
n)

 (p
. 1

0)
Im

/m
ig

ra
nt

 M
us

lim
 w

om
en

N
 =

 6
D

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n 
an

d 
in

se
ns

iti
vi

ty
 

ab
ou

t r
el

ig
io

us
 p

ra
ct

ic
es

 a
ct

ed
 

as
 b

ar
rie

rs
 to

 m
at

er
ni

ty
 h

ea
lth

 
se

rv
ic

es
 [7

8]

“Y
ou

 se
e 

th
ei

r f
ac

es
. Y

ou
 fe

el
 it

 th
at

 
th

ey
 th

in
k 

yo
u 

ar
e 

st
up

id
 a

nd
 y

ou
 

do
n’

t k
no

w
 a

ny
th

in
g 

ab
ou

t t
hi

s 
wo

rld
.”

 (p
. 1

07
)



294	 Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299

1 3

Ta
bl

e 
4  

(c
on

tin
ue

d)

Th
em

e
Po

pu
la

tio
n

M
ai

n 
fin

di
ng

Q
ua

lit
at

iv
e 

ex
em

pl
ar

s o
f w

om
en

’s
 

liv
ed

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 o
f b

ar
rie

rs
 a

nd
 

fa
ci

lit
at

or
s t

o 
SR

H
 c

ar
e

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e 

fin
di

ng
s o

f b
ar

rie
rs

 a
nd

 
fa

ci
lit

at
or

s t
o 

SR
H

 c
ar

e

Im
m

ig
ra

nt
 a

nd
 re

fu
ge

e 
w

om
en

N
 =

 30
W

or
kp

la
ce

 d
is

cr
im

in
at

io
n 

an
d 

sti
gm

a 
fro

m
 H

C
Ps

 n
eg

at
iv

el
y 

in
flu

en
ce

d 
po

stp
ar

tu
m

 d
ep

re
ss

io
n 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
 [2

8]

“I
 th

in
k 

it’
s j

us
t i

n 
a 

sq
ua

re
 b

ox
 

an
d 

th
ey

 d
on

’t 
wa

nt
 to

 [l
oo

k]
 

be
yo

nd
 …

 th
er

e 
is

 n
o 

ex
ce

pt
io

n 
or

 
co

ns
id

er
at

io
n 

fo
r p

eo
pl

e 
lik

e 
m

e 
or

 o
th

er
 p

ro
fe

ss
io

na
ls

 th
at

 w
or

k 
an

d 
st

ud
y.

 I 
di

d 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

…
 to

 b
e 

ho
ne

st
 I 

fe
lt 

so
m

et
im

es
 I 

ha
ve

 m
or

e 
ca

pa
ci

ty
 o

r e
ag

er
ne

ss
 to

 d
o 

th
in

gs
 

th
an

 C
an

ad
ia

ns
 li

vi
ng

 h
er

e.
 It

 is
 

be
ca

us
e 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
 is

 h
ar

de
r f

or
 

us
, t

w
ic

e 
or

 th
re

e 
tim

es
…

 so
 g

oi
ng

 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
pr

oc
es

s a
nd

 h
av

in
g 

yo
ur

 c
re

de
nt

ia
ls

, i
t r

ea
lly

 b
ot

he
re

d 
m

e,
 I 

th
in

k 
it 

is
 d

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n…
” 

(p
p.

 3
08

–3
09

)
Sr

i L
an

ka
n 

Ta
m

il 
co

m
m

un
ity

 le
ad

-
er

s a
nd

 im
/m

ig
ra

nt
s, 

as
si

sti
ng

 im
/

m
ig

ra
nt

 w
om

en
’s

 a
cc

es
s t

o 
fo

rm
al

 
su

pp
or

t f
or

 a
bu

se
N

 =
 16

D
is

cr
im

in
at

or
y 

an
d 

ra
ci

st 
pr

ac
tic

es
 

ne
ga

tiv
el

y 
sh

ap
ed

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 
an

d 
se

rv
ic

e 
de

liv
er

y 
fo

r i
nt

im
at

e 
pa

rtn
er

 v
io

le
nc

e 
[7

0]

“I
’v

e 
he

ar
d 

m
an

y 
ste

re
ot

yp
ic

al
 id

ea
s 

ab
ou

t v
is

ib
le

 m
in

or
ity

 p
eo

pl
e.

 T
he

 
se

rv
ic

e 
pr

ov
id

er
s’

 w
ay

 is
 to

 te
ll 

th
e 

wo
m

en
, “

D
o 

as
 I 

sa
y.”

 If
 y

ou
 

do
n’

t, 
th

e 
se

rv
ic

es
 a

re
 w

ith
he

ld
 o

r 
th

ey
 d

on
’t 

pr
ov

id
e 

th
e 

se
rv

ic
es

 in
 

th
e 

wa
y 

th
e 

wo
m

an
 w

an
ts

. V
is

ib
le

 
m

in
or

iti
es

 a
re

 b
ei

ng
 tr

ea
te

d 
di

ffe
r-

en
tly

…
” 

(p
. 7

5)
G

en
de

r i
ne

qu
iti

es
 a

nd
 p

ow
er

 re
la

-
tio

ns
H

C
Ps

N
 =

 9
U

ne
qu

al
 g

en
de

r p
ow

er
 d

yn
am

ic
s 

lim
ite

d 
fa

m
ily

 p
la

nn
in

g 
ac

ce
ss

 [7
1]

“I
 h

av
e 

ha
d 

lo
ts

 o
f w

om
en

 w
he

n 
ha

vi
ng

 a
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n 
ab

ou
t c

on
-

tra
ce

pt
io

n 
sa

y 
th

at
 th

ey
 c

ou
ld

n’
t 

po
ss

ib
ly

 d
ec

id
e.

 T
he

y 
wo

ul
d 

ha
ve

 
to

 ta
lk

 to
 th

ei
r h

us
ba

nd
s, 

or
 th

ei
r 

hu
sb

an
ds

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
th

e 
on

es
 to

 
de

ci
de

 …
 T

ha
t i

s j
us

t a
 d

iff
er

en
ce

 
in

 c
ul

tu
re

, t
he

 w
ay

 th
at

 th
e 

fa
m

ili
es

 
ar

e 
or

ga
ni

ze
d.

 A
nd

 so
m

et
im

es
 it

 
is

 a
n 

is
su

e 
of

 p
ow

er
 a

nd
 c

on
tro

l.”
 

(p
. 3

76
)



295Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299	

1 3

Ta
bl

e 
4  

(c
on

tin
ue

d)

Th
em

e
Po

pu
la

tio
n

M
ai

n 
fin

di
ng

Q
ua

lit
at

iv
e 

ex
em

pl
ar

s o
f w

om
en

’s
 

liv
ed

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 o
f b

ar
rie

rs
 a

nd
 

fa
ci

lit
at

or
s t

o 
SR

H
 c

ar
e

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e 

fin
di

ng
s o

f b
ar

rie
rs

 a
nd

 
fa

ci
lit

at
or

s t
o 

SR
H

 c
ar

e

La
tin

 A
m

er
ic

an
 im

/m
ig

ra
nt

 w
om

en
N

 =
 25

[p
er

m
an

en
t r

es
id

en
ts

 (N
 =

 11
), 

re
fu

-
ge

e 
st

at
us

 c
la

im
an

ts
 (N

 =
 10

)]

U
ne

qu
al

 g
en

de
re

d 
po

w
er

 d
yn

am
ic

s 
in

flu
en

ce
d 

w
om

en
’s

 p
er

ce
pt

io
ns

 o
f 

H
IV

/S
TI

 ri
sk

 a
nd

 li
m

ite
d 

ac
ce

ss
 to

 
te

sti
ng

 [6
9]

“T
he

 d
oc

to
r t

ol
d 

m
e:

 y
ou

 h
av

e 
he

rp
es

. H
e 

to
ld

 m
e 

it 
is

 a
 d

is
ea

se
 

th
at

 I 
w

ill
 h

av
e 

fo
r l

ife
…

 I 
di

d 
no

t k
no

w
 w

ha
t t

o 
do

, I
 w

as
 le

ft 
in

 sh
oc

k.
 W

he
n 

I l
ef

t t
o 

ta
lk

 to
 

C
ar

lo
s, 

he
 m

ad
e 

hi
m

se
lf 

to
 b

e 
th

e 
vi

ct
im

. H
e 

m
ad

e 
it 

se
em

 li
ke

 I 
wa

s 
th

e 
on

e 
be

in
g 

ne
ed

y,
 h

e 
tre

at
ed

 
m

e 
re

al
ly

 p
oo

rly
 a

nd
 m

ad
e 

m
e 

fe
el

 
as

ha
m

ed
.”

 (p
. 4

20
)

Im
m

ig
ra

nt
 a

nd
 re

fu
ge

e 
w

om
en

N
 =

 30
[im

m
ig

ra
nt

s (
N

 =
 22

), 
re

fu
ge

es
 

(N
 =

 8)
]

G
en

de
r r

ol
es

, r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
do

m
i-

na
nc

e 
an

d 
co

nt
ro

l h
in

de
re

d 
ac

ce
ss

 
to

 p
os

tp
ar

tu
m

 m
en

ta
l h

ea
lth

 
se

rv
ic

es
 [2

6]

“I
 w

as
 e

vi
ct

ed
 b

y 
m

y 
hu

sb
an

d.
 H

e 
pu

sh
ed

 m
e 

ou
t o

f t
he

 h
ou

se
. T

he
 

po
lic

e 
to

ok
 m

e 
to

 th
e 

YW
CA

. H
e 

to
ok

 a
wa

y 
a 

lo
t o

f m
y 

th
in

gs
 I 

re
al

ly
 tr

ea
su

re
. H

e 
wo

ul
dn

’t 
le

t 
m

e 
le

ar
n 

ne
w

 th
in

gs
 o

r l
et

 p
eo

pl
e 

he
lp

 m
e.

 M
y 

hu
sb

an
d 

wo
ul

d 
te

ac
h 

m
e 

a 
lo

t o
f t

hi
ng

s t
he

 w
ro

ng
 w

ay
…

 
lik

e 
w

ro
ng

 w
ay

s o
f t

hi
nk

in
g 

an
d 

he
 

m
ad

e 
m

e 
si

gn
 p

ap
er

s. 
O

nl
y 

no
w

 
I k

no
w

 it
’s

 th
e 

w
ro

ng
 w

ay
…

” 
(p

. 
72

0)
“A

cc
or

di
ng

 to
 In

di
an

 c
ul

tu
re

, m
en

 
ar

e 
th

e 
wa

ge
-e

ar
ne

rs
 a

nd
 w

om
en

 
st

ay
 a

t h
om

e 
an

d 
ta

ke
 c

ar
e 

of
 

th
ei

r k
id

s. 
So

 if
 th

e 
m

an
 is

 e
ar

ni
ng

 
go

od
, a

nd
 th

e 
wo

m
an

 is
 w

or
ki

ng
, 

sh
e’

s l
oo

ke
d 

do
w

n 
up

on
 b

y 
so

m
e 

el
de

rly
 p

eo
pl

e 
in

 th
e 

ho
us

eh
ol

d.
 

It’
s t

he
 w

om
an

’s
 re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y 

to
 

ta
ke

 c
ar

e 
of

 th
e 

ba
by

 c
om

pl
et

el
y.

 If
 

I’
m

 g
oi

ng
 to

 w
or

k 
an

d 
m

y 
ba

by
 is

 
ge

tti
ng

 si
ck

 o
fte

n,
 th

en
 th

e 
el

de
rly

 
fa

m
ily

 m
em

be
rs

 e
xp

ec
t I

 q
ui

t m
y 

jo
b 

an
d 

ta
ke

 c
ar

e 
of

 m
y 

ba
by

. T
he

y 
do

n’
t e

xp
ec

t m
y 

hu
sb

an
d 

to
 d

o 
th

e 
sa

m
e.

 If
 y

ou
r h

us
ba

nd
 st

ay
s h

om
e 

an
d 

if 
th

e 
w

ife
 g

oe
s o

ut
 fo

r w
or

k,
 

it’
s k

in
d 

of
 lo

ok
ed

 u
po

n 
as

 w
ei

rd
. 

Th
at

’s
 n

ot
 th

e 
no

rm
, a

cc
or

di
ng

 to
 

th
e 

cu
ltu

re
.”

 (p
. 7

21
)



296	 Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299

1 3

Acknowledgements  This study was funded by the Canadian Institutes 
of Health Research (CIHR), Vancouver Foundation, and Simon Fraser 
University (SFU). SG is partially supported by a CIHR New Investiga-
tor Award and the National Institutes of Health (NIDA). MW is par-
tially supported by a Research Trainee award from the Michael Smith 
Foundation for Health Research. AES is supported by the National 
Institutes of Health (NICHD). SM is supported by a Doctoral Fel-
lowship from SFU. We thank the Centre for Gender & Sexual Health 
Equity for research and administrative support, including Megan 
Bobetsis and Colette Ryan. We also thank Ursula Ellis, Reference 
Librarian at UBC’s Woodward Library, for her guidance.

References

	 1.	 Carballo M, Grocutt M, Hadzihasanovic A. Women and migration: 
a public health issue. World Health Stat Q. 1996;49(2):158–64.

	 2.	 Goldenberg SM, Strathdee SA, Perez-Rosales MD, Sued O. 
Mobility and HIV in Central America and Mexico: a critical 
review. J Immigr Minor Health. 2012;14(1):48–64.

	 3.	 Zimmerman C, Hossain M, Watts C. Human trafficking and 
health: a conceptual model to inform policy, intervention and 
research. Soc Sci Med. 2011;73(2):327–35.

	 4.	 Platt L, Grenfell P, Fletcher A, Sorhaindo A, Jolley E, Rhodes 
T, et al. Systematic review examining differences in HIV, sexu-
ally transmitted infections and health-related harms between 
migrant and non-migrant female sex workers. Sex Transm Infect. 
2013;89(4):311–9.

	 5.	 Government of Canada. Asylum Claimants Processed by Canada 
Border Services Agency (CBSA) and Immigration, Refugees 
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) Offices, January 2011–Decem-
ber 2018 [Internet]. 2017 [cited 2019 Jan 25]. Available from: 
https://​www.​canada.​ca/​en/​immig​ration-​refug​ees-​citiz​enship/​servi​
ces/​refug​ees/​asylum-​claims/​proce​ssed-​claims.​html

	 6.	 Toughill K. Chaos coming to Canada after U.S. decision on refu-
gees [Internet]. The conversation. [cited 2019 Jan 25]. Available 
from: http://​theco​nvers​ation.​com/​chaos-​coming-​to-​canada-​after-
u-​s-​decis​ion-​on-​refug​ees-​98233

	 7.	 Nixon R. Asylum Claims Jump Despite Trump’s Attempt to Limit 
Immigration. The New York Times [Internet]. 2018 [cited 2019 
May 7]; Available from: https://​www.​nytim​es.​com/​2018/​12/​10/​
us/​polit​ics/​trump-​asylum-​borde​r-.​html

	 8.	 United Nations. The International Migration Report 2017 (High-
lights) | Multimedia Library—United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs [Internet]. 2017 [cited 2019 May 
3]. Available from: https://​www.​un.​org/​devel​opment/​desa/​publi​
catio​ns/​inter​natio​nal-​migra​tion-​report-​2017.​html

	 9.	 Betancourt G, Colarossi L, Perez A. Factors associated with sex-
ual and reproductive health care by Mexican immigrant women 
in New York City: a mixed method study. J Immigr Minor Health. 
2013;15(2):326–33.

	10.	 Nilsson JE, Barazanji DM, Heintzelman A, Siddiqi M, Shilla Y. 
Somali women’s reflections on the adjustment of their children in 
the United States. J Multicult Couns Dev. 2012;40(4):240–52.

	11.	 Salas LM, Ayón C, Gurrola M. Estamos traumados: the effect 
of anti-immigrant sentiment and policies on the mental health 
of Mexican immigrant families. J Community Psychol. 
2013;41(8):1005–20.

	12.	 International Organization for Migration. Key migration terms 
[Internet]. International Organization for Migration. 2015 [cited 
2019 Jan 25]. Available from: https://​www.​iom.​int/​key-​migra​
tion-​terms

	13.	 Statistics Canada. Immigration and ethnocultural diversity in 
Canada [Internet]. 2011 [cited 2019 May 1]. Available from: 

Ta
bl

e 
4  

(c
on

tin
ue

d)

Th
em

e
Po

pu
la

tio
n

M
ai

n 
fin

di
ng

Q
ua

lit
at

iv
e 

ex
em

pl
ar

s o
f w

om
en

’s
 

liv
ed

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

 o
f b

ar
rie

rs
 a

nd
 

fa
ci

lit
at

or
s t

o 
SR

H
 c

ar
e

Q
ua

nt
ita

tiv
e 

fin
di

ng
s o

f b
ar

rie
rs

 a
nd

 
fa

ci
lit

at
or

s t
o 

SR
H

 c
ar

e

So
ut

h 
A

si
an

 im
/m

ig
ra

nt
 w

om
en

N
 =

 22
R

ig
id

 g
en

de
r r

ol
es

 a
nd

 fa
m

ili
al

 
ex

pe
ct

at
io

ns
 (e

.g
. m

ar
ria

ge
 o

bl
ig

a-
tio

ns
, e

xp
ec

te
d 

si
le

nc
e)

 li
m

ite
d 

he
lp

 se
ek

in
g 

fo
r i

nt
im

at
e 

pa
rtn

er
 

vi
ol

en
ce

 [5
6]

“O
h,

 I 
wa

s t
ol

d 
th

at
 y

ou
 a

re
 a

 
wo

m
an

, y
ou

 c
an

 c
ha

ng
e 

yo
ur

 h
us

-
ba

nd
, y

ou
 c

an
 c

ha
ng

e 
yo

ur
 k

id
s, 

it’
s i

n 
yo

ur
 h

an
ds

. I
f y

ou
 c

an
no

t 
do

 it
 th

at
 m

ea
ns

 y
ou

 d
on

’t 
ha

ve
 

th
e 

qu
al

ity
 o

f a
 w

om
an

, y
ou

’re
 

no
t r

ea
l w

om
an

 (o
th

er
 w

om
en

 a
re

 
ag

re
ei

ng
)..

 Y
ou

 a
re

n’
t c

ap
ab

le
 o

f 
do

in
g.

 (p
ar

tic
ip

an
t i

s c
ry

in
g)

.a
s i

f 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

 is
 m

y 
fa

ul
t y

ou
 k

no
w

?”
 

(F
G

3,
 p

. 8
) (

p.
 6

17
)

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/refugees/asylum-claims/processed-claims.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/refugees/asylum-claims/processed-claims.html
http://theconversation.com/chaos-coming-to-canada-after-u-s-decision-on-refugees-98233
http://theconversation.com/chaos-coming-to-canada-after-u-s-decision-on-refugees-98233
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/10/us/politics/trump-asylum-border-.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/10/us/politics/trump-asylum-border-.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/publications/international-migration-report-2017.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/publications/international-migration-report-2017.html
https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms
https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms


297Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299	

1 3

https://​www12.​statc​an.​gc.​ca/​nhs-​enm/​2011/​as-​sa/​99-​010-x/​99-​
010-​x2011​001-​eng.​cfm

	14.	 Statistics Canada. Population projections for Canada and its 
regions, 2011 to 2036 [Internet]. 2017 [cited 2019 Jan 25]. Avail-
able from: https://​www150.​statc​an.​gc.​ca/​n1/​pub/​91-​551-x/​91-​
551-​x2017​001-​eng.​htm

	15.	 Hyndman J, Schuurman N, Fiedler R. Size matters: attracting new 
immigrants to Canadian cities | SpringerLink [Internet]. Spring-
erLink. 2006 [cited 2019 Jan 25]. Available from: https://link.
springer.com/article/https://​doi.​org/​10.​1007/​s12134-​006-​1000-6

	16.	 Merry L, Low A, Carnevale F, Gagnon AJ. Participation of child-
bearing international migrant women in research: the ethical bal-
ance. Nurs Ethics. 2016;23(1):61–78.

	17.	 Statistics Canada. Chart 11 Canadian-born females, total female 
immigrants and recent female immigrants by age group, Canada, 
2011 [Internet]. 2015 [cited 2019 Jan 25]. Available from: https://​
www150.​statc​an.​gc.​ca/​n1/​pub/​89-​503-x/​20150​01/​artic​le/​14217/c-​
g/c-​g11-​eng.​htm

	18.	 Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada. Departmental 
Plan 2018–2019 [Internet]. 2018 [cited 2019 Jan 25]. Avail-
able from: https://​www.​canada.​ca/​en/​immig​ration-​refug​ees-​citiz​
enship/​corpo​rate/​publi​catio​ns-​manua​ls/​depar​tment​al-​plan-​2018-​
2019.​html

	19.	 National Immigration Forum. Fact sheet: Family separation at the 
U.S.-Mexico Border [Internet]. 2018 [cited 2019 Apr 17]. Avail-
able from: https://​immig​ratio​nforum.​org/​artic​le/​facts​heet-​family-​
separ​ation-​at-​the-u-​s-​mexico-​border/

	20.	 Khanlou N, Haque N, Skinner A, Mantini A, Kurtz Landy C. 
Scoping review on maternal health among immigrant and refu-
gee women in Canada: prenatal, intrapartum, and postnatal care 
[Internet]. J Pregnancy. 2017 [cited 2019 Jan 25]. Available from: 
https://​www.​hinda​wi.​com/​journ​als/​jp/​2017/​87832​94/

	21.	 Gagnon AJ, Dougherty G, Wahoush O, Saucier J-F, Dennis C-L, 
Stanger E, et al. International migration to Canada: the post-birth 
health of mothers and infants by immigration class. Soc Sci Med. 
2013;76(1):197–207.

	22.	 Wanigaratne S, Shakya Y, Gagnon AJ, Cole DC, Rashid M, Blake 
J, et al. Refugee maternal and perinatal health in Ontario, Canada: 
a retrospective population-based study | BMJ Open. BMJ J [Inter-
net]. 2018 [cited 2019 Jan 25];8(e018979). Available from: https://​
bmjop​en.​bmj.​com/​conte​nt/8/​4/​e0189​79

	23.	 Mumtaz Z, O’Brien B, Higginbottom G. Navigating maternity 
health care: a survey of the Canadian prairie newcomer experi-
ence. BMC Pregnancy Childbirth [Internet]. 2014 [cited 2019 Jan 
16];14(1). Available from: http://bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomed-
central.com/articles/https://​doi.​org/​10.​1186/​1471-​2393-​14-4

	24.	 Shah RR, Ray JG, Taback N, Meffe F, Glazier RH. Adverse preg-
nancy outcomes among foreign-born Canadians. J Obstet Gynae-
col Can. 2011;33(3):207–15.

	25.	 Moore S, Daniel M, Auger N. Socioeconomic disparities in low 
birth weight outcomes according to maternal birthplace in Que-
bec. Canada Ethn Health. 2009;14(1):61–74.

	26.	 O’Mahony JM, Donnelly TT. How does gender influence immi-
grant and refugee women’s postpartum depression help-seeking 
experiences?: gender influences on immigrant and refugee wom-
en’s PPD. J Psychiatr Ment Health Nurs. 2013;20(8):714–25.

	27.	 O’Mahony J, Donnelly T. Immigrant and refugee women’s post-
partum depression help-seeking experiences and access to care: 
a review and analysis of the literature. J Psychiatr Ment Health 
Nurs. 2010;17(10):917–28.

	28.	 O’Mahony JM, Donnelly TT, Raffin Bouchal S, Este D. Cultural 
background and socioeconomic influence of immigrant and refu-
gee women coping with postpartum depression. J Immigr Minor 
Health. 2013;15(2):300–14.

	29.	 Vigod S, Sultana A, Fung K, Hussain-Shamsy N, Dennis C-L. 
A population-based study of postpartum mental health service 

use by immigrant women in Ontario. Canada Can J Psychiatry. 
2016;61(11):705–13.

	30.	 Vigod SN, Bagadia AJ, Hussain-Shamsy N, Fung K, Sultana 
A, Dennis C-LE. Postpartum mental health of immigrant moth-
ers by region of origin, time since immigration, and refugee 
status: a population-based study. Arch Womens Ment Health. 
2017;20(3):439–47.

	31.	 Aptekman M, Rashid M, Wright V, Dunn S. Unmet contraceptive 
needs among refugees. Can Fam Physician. 2014;60(12):e613–9.

	32.	 Wiedmeyer M, Mayhew M. Reproductive health status of refu-
gee women: characterizing contraceptive screening and use at a 
refugee clinic in British Columbia. Meeting presented at: North 
American Primary Care Research Group Annual Meeting (NAP-
CRG); 2017; Montreal, Canada.

	33.	 Government of Canada. HIV and AIDS in Canada: surveillance 
report to December 31st, 2013 [Internet]. 2014 [cited 2019 Jan 
25]. Available from: https://​www.​canada.​ca/​en/​public-​health/​servi​
ces/​hiv-​aids/​publi​catio​ns/​hiv-​aids-​canada-​surve​illan​ce-​report-​
decem​ber-​31-​2013.​html

	34.	 Wanigaratne S, Cole DC, Bassil K, Hyman I, Moineddin R, Urquia 
ML. Contribution of HIV to maternal morbidity among refugee 
women in Canada. Am J Public Health. 2015;105(12):2449–56.

	35.	 Remis RS, Liu J, Loutfy M, Tharao W, Rebbapragada A, Perusini 
SJ, et al. The epidemiology of sexually transmitted co-infections 
in HIV-positive and HIV-negative African-Caribbean women in 
Toronto. BMC Infect Dis. 2013;13:550.

	36.	 Ranjan ASK, Chettiar J, Braschel M, Ogilvie G, Goldenberg SM. 
Barriers and facilitators to hepatitis B immunization among sex 
workers in Vancouver, Canada: implications for integrated HIV, 
STI, and viral hepatitis services. Symposium presented at: 16th 
International Symposium on Viral Hepatitis and Liver Disease 
(ISVHLD) Global Hepatitis Summit; 2018 Jun 14; Toronto, 
Canada.

	37.	 Amankwah E, Ngwakongnwi E, Quan H. Why many visible 
minority women in Canada do not participate in cervical cancer 
screening. Ethn Health. 2009;14(4):337–49.

	38.	 Lofters AK, Moineddin R, Hwang SW, Glazier RH. Predic-
tors of low cervical cancer screening among immigrant women 
in Ontario, Canada. BMC Womens Health [Internet]. 2011 
[cited 2019 Jan 16];11(1). Available from: http://bmcwomen-
shealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/https://​doi.​org/​10.​1186/​
1472-​6874-​11-​20

	39.	 Lofters AK, Moineddin R, Hwang SW, Glazier RH. Low rates of 
cervical cancer screening among urban immigrants: a population-
based study in Ontario. Canada Med Care. 2010;48(7):611–8.

	40.	 Lindert J, von Ehrenstein OS, Priebe S, Mielck A, Brähler E. 
Depression and anxiety in labor migrants and refugees–a system-
atic review and meta-analysis. Soc Sci Med. 2009;69(2):246–57.

	41.	 De Maio FG. Immigration as pathogenic: a systematic review 
of the health of immigrants to Canada | International Journal 
for Equity in Health | Full Text. Int J Equity Health [Internet]. 
2010 [cited 2019 Jan 25];9(27). Available from: https://equi-
tyhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/https://​doi.​org/​10.​1186/​
1475-​9276-9-​27

	42.	 Gagnon AJ, Zimbeck M, Zeitlin J, ROAM Collaboration, Alex-
ander S, Blondel B, et al. Migration to western industrialised 
countries and perinatal health: a systematic review. Soc Sci Med. 
2009;69(6):934–46.

	43.	 Viruell-Fuentes EA, Miranda PY, Abdulrahim S. More than cul-
ture: structural racism, intersectionality theory, and immigrant 
health. Soc Sci Med. 2012;75(12):2099–106.

	44.	 Acevedo-Garcia D, Sanchez-Vaznaugh EV, Viruell-Fuentes 
EA, Almeida J. Integrating social epidemiology into immi-
grant health research: a cross-national framework. Soc Sci Med. 
2012;75(12):2060–8.

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/as-sa/99-010-x/99-010-x2011001-eng.cfm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/as-sa/99-010-x/99-010-x2011001-eng.cfm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/91-551-x/91-551-x2017001-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/91-551-x/91-551-x2017001-eng.htm
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12134-006-1000-6
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/89-503-x/2015001/article/14217/c-g/c-g11-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/89-503-x/2015001/article/14217/c-g/c-g11-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/89-503-x/2015001/article/14217/c-g/c-g11-eng.htm
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/departmental-plan-2018-2019.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/departmental-plan-2018-2019.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/departmental-plan-2018-2019.html
https://immigrationforum.org/article/factsheet-family-separation-at-the-u-s-mexico-border/
https://immigrationforum.org/article/factsheet-family-separation-at-the-u-s-mexico-border/
https://www.hindawi.com/journals/jp/2017/8783294/
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/8/4/e018979
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/8/4/e018979
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2393-14-4
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/hiv-aids/publications/hiv-aids-canada-surveillance-report-december-31-2013.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/hiv-aids/publications/hiv-aids-canada-surveillance-report-december-31-2013.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/hiv-aids/publications/hiv-aids-canada-surveillance-report-december-31-2013.html
https://doi.org/10.1186/1472-6874-11-20
https://doi.org/10.1186/1472-6874-11-20
https://doi.org/10.1186/1475-9276-9-27
https://doi.org/10.1186/1475-9276-9-27


298	 Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299

1 3

	45.	 Crenshaw K. Mapping the margins: intersectionality, identity 
politics, and violence against women of color. Stanford Law Rev. 
1991;43(6):1241–99.

	46.	 Rhodes T, Simic M. Transition and the HIV risk environment. 
BMJ. 2005;331(7510):220–3.

	47.	 Andersen RM. Revisiting the behavioral model and access to med-
ical care: does it matter? J Health Soc Behav. 1995;36(1):1–10.

	48.	 PRISMA [Internet]. [cited 2019 Sep 18]. Available from: http://​
prisma-​state​ment.​org/​PRISM​AStat​ement/​FlowD​iagram.​aspx

	49.	 Ferguson A, Shannon K, Butler J, Goldenberg S. A comprehensive 
review of HIV/STI prevention and sexual and reproductive health 
services among sex Workers in Conflict-Affected Settings: call 
for an evidence- and rights-based approach in the humanitarian 
response | Conflict and Health | Full Text. Confl Health [Inter-
net]. 2017 [cited 2019 Jan 25];11(25). Available from: https://
conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/https://​doi.​org/​10.​
1186/​s13031-​017-​0124-y

	50.	 Almeida LM, Caldas J, Ayres-de-Campos D, Salcedo-Barrientos 
D, Dias S. Maternal healthcare in migrants: a systematic review. 
Matern Child Health J. 2013;17(8):1346–54.

	51.	 Kingston D, Heaman M, Chalmers B, Kaczorowski J, O’Brien B, 
Lee L, et al. Comparison of maternity experiences of canadian-
born and recent and non-recent immigrant women: findings from 
the Canadian maternity experiences survey. J Obstet Gynaecol 
Can. 2011;33(11):1105–15.

	52.	 Chang SH-C, Hall WA, Campbell S, Lee L. Experiences of Chi-
nese immigrant women following “Zuo Yue Zi” in British Colum-
bia. J Clin Nurs. 2018;27(7–8):e1385-94.

	53.	 Grewal SK, Bhagat R, Balneaves LG. Perinatal beliefs and prac-
tices of immigrant Punjabi women living in Canada. J Obstet 
Gynecol Neonatal Nurs. 2008;37(3):290–300.

	54.	 Lee T-Y, Landy CK, Wahoush O, Khanlou N, Liu Y-C, Li C-C. 
A descriptive phenomenology study of newcomers’ experience 
of maternity care services: Chinese women’s perspectives. BMC 
Health Serv Res [Internet]. 2014 [cited 2019 Jan 16];14(1). 
Available from: http://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/
articles/https://​doi.​org/​10.​1186/​1472-​6963-​14-​114

	55.	 Winn A, Hetherington E, Tough S. Caring for pregnant refugee 
women in a turbulent policy landscape: perspectives of health 
care professionals in Calgary, Alberta. Int J Equity Health [Inter-
net]. 2018 [cited 2019 Jan 16];17(1). Available from: https://
equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/https://​doi.​org/​10.​1186/​
s12939-​018-​0801-5

	56.	 Ahmad F, Driver N, McNally MJ, Stewart DE. “Why doesn’t she 
seek help for partner abuse?” An exploratory study with South 
Asian immigrant women. Soc Sci Med. 2009;69(4):613–22.

	57.	 Logie CH, Kennedy VL, Tharao W, Ahmed U, Loutfy MR. 
Engagement in and continuity of HIV care among African and 
Caribbean Black women living with HIV in Ontario, Canada. Int 
J STD AIDS. 2017;28(10):969–74.

	58.	 Hulme J, Moravac C, Ahmad F, Cleverly S, Lofters A, Ginsburg 
O, et al. “I want to save my life”: conceptions of cervical and 
breast cancer screening among urban immigrant women of South 
Asian and Chinese origin. BMC Public Health. 2016;16(1):1077.

	59.	 Sou J, Shannon K, Li J, Nguyen P, Strathdee SA, Shoveller J, et al. 
Structural determinants of inconsistent condom use with clients 
among migrant sex workers: findings of longitudinal research in 
an urban Canadian setting. Sex Transm Dis. 2015;42(6):312–6.

	60.	 Sou J, Goldenberg SM, Duff P, Nguyen P, Shoveller J, Shannon 
K. Recent im/migration to Canada linked to unmet health needs 
among sex workers in Vancouver, Canada: findings of a longitu-
dinal study. Health Care Women Int. 2017;38(5):492–506.

	61.	 Higginbottom GM, Safipour J, Yohani S, O’Brien B, Mumtaz 
Z, Paton P, et al. An ethnographic investigation of the mater-
nity healthcare experience of immigrants in rural and urban 
Alberta, Canada. BMC Pregnancy Childbirth [Internet]. 2016 

[cited 2019 Jan 16];16(1). Available from: http://bmcpregnan-
cychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/https://​doi.​org/​10.​1186/​
s12884-​015-​0773-z

	62.	 Merry LA, Gagnon AJ, Kalim N, Bouris SS. Refugee claimant 
women and barriers to health and social services post-birth. Can 
J Public Health. 2011;102(4):286–90.

	63.	 Wilson-Mitchell K, Rummens J. Perinatal outcomes of unin-
sured immigrant, refugee and migrant mothers and newborns 
living in Toronto, Canada. Int J Environ Res Public Health. 
2013;10(6):2198–213.

	64.	 Jarvis C, Munoz M, Graves L, Stephenson R, D’Souza V, Jimenez 
V. Retrospective review of prenatal care and perinatal outcomes 
in a group of uninsured pregnant women. J Obstet Gynaecol. 
2011;33(3):235–43.

	65.	 Ganann R, Sword W, Thabane L, Newbold B, Black M. Predictors 
of postpartum depression among immigrant women in the year 
after childbirth. J Womens Health. 2016;25(2):155–65.

	66.	 Donnelly TT. Challenges in providing breast and cervical cancer 
screening services to Vietnamese Canadian women: the healthcare 
providers’ perspective. Nurs Inq. 2008;15(2):158–68.

	67.	 Vahabi M, Lofters A. Muslim immigrant women’s views on cervi-
cal cancer screening and HPV self-sampling in Ontario, Canada. 
BMC Public Health [Internet]. 2016 [cited 2019 Jan 16];16(1). 
Available from: http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/
articles/https://​doi.​org/​10.​1186/​s12889-​016-​3564-1

	68.	 Redwood-Campbell L, Fowler N, Laryea S, Howard M, Kac-
zorowski J. “Before you teach me, I cannot know”: immigrant 
women’s barriers and enablers with regard to cervical cancer 
screening among different ethnolinguis. Can J Public Health. 
2011;102(3):230–4.

	69.	 Ochoa SC, Sampalis J. Risk perception and vulnerability to STIs 
and HIV/AIDS among immigrant Latin-American women in 
Canada. Cult Health Sex. 2014;16(4):412–25.

	70.	 Guruge S, Humphreys J. Barriers affecting access to and use of 
formal social supports among abused immigrant women. J Sociol 
Soc Policy. 2009;41(3):22.

	71.	 Newbold KB, Willinsky J. Providing family planning and repro-
ductive healthcare to Canadian immigrants: perceptions of health-
care providers. Cult Health Sex. 2009;11(4):369–82.

	72.	 Wiebe E. Contraceptive practices and attitudes among immi-
grant and nonimmigrant women in Canada. Can Fam Physician. 
2013;59(10):e451–5.

	73.	 Lofters AK, Vahabi M, Kim E, Ellison L, Graves E, Glazier RH. 
Cervical cancer screening among women from muslim-majority 
countries in Ontario. Canada Cancer Epidemiol Prev Biomark. 
2017;26(10):1493–9.

	74.	 Peláez S, Hendricks KN, Merry LA, Gagnon AJ. Challenges 
newly-arrived migrant women in Montreal face when needing 
maternity care: health care professionals’ perspectives. Glob 
Health [Internet]. 2017 [cited 2019 Jan 16];13(1). Available from: 
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/https://​
doi.​org/​10.​1186/​s12992-​016-​0229-x

	75.	 Ng C, Newbold KB. Health care providers’ perspectives on 
the provision of prenatal care to immigrants. Cult Health Sex. 
2011;13(5):561–74.

	76.	 Higginbottom GM, Safipour J, Mumtaz Z, Chiu Y, Paton P, Pil-
lay J. “I have to do what I believe”: Sudanese women’s beliefs 
and resistance to hegemonic practices at home and during experi-
ences of maternity care in Canada. BMC Pregnancy Childbirth 
[Internet]. 2013 [cited 2019 Jan 16];13(1). Available from: http://
bmcpregnancychildbirth.biomedcentral.com/articles/https://​doi.​
org/​10.​1186/​1471-​2393-​13-​51

	77.	 Vanthuyne K, Meloni F, Ruiz-Casares M, Rousseau C, Ricard-
Guay A. Health workers’ perceptions of access to care for children 
and pregnant women with precarious immigration status: health 
as a right or a privilege? Soc Sci Med. 2013;93:78–85.

http://prisma-statement.org/PRISMAStatement/FlowDiagram.aspx
http://prisma-statement.org/PRISMAStatement/FlowDiagram.aspx
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13031-017-0124-y
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13031-017-0124-y
https://doi.org/10.1186/1472-6963-14-114
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12939-018-0801-5
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12939-018-0801-5
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12884-015-0773-z
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12884-015-0773-z
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-016-3564-1
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12992-016-0229-x
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12992-016-0229-x
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2393-13-51
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2393-13-51


299Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health (2022) 24:256–299	

1 3

	78.	 Reitmanova S, Gustafson DL. “They can’t understand 
it”: maternity health and care needs of immigrant muslim 
women in St. John’s, Newfoundland. Matern Child Health J. 
2008;12(1):101–11.

	79.	 Alaggia R, Regehr C, Rishchynski G. Intimate partner violence 
and immigration laws in Canada: how far have we come? Int J 
Law Psychiatry. 2009;32(6):335–41.

	80.	 Higginbottom GMA, Safipour J, Yohani S, O’Brien B, Mumtaz Z, 
Paton P. An ethnographic study of communication challenges in 
maternity care for immigrant women in rural Alberta. Midwifery. 
2015;31(2):297–304.

	81.	 Merry L, Semenic S, Gyorkos TW, Fraser W, Gagnon AJ. Predic-
tors of unplanned cesareans among low-risk migrant women from 
low- and middle-income countries living in Montreal, Canada. 
Birth. 2016;43(3):209–19.

	82.	 Khadilkar A, Chen Y. Rate of cervical cancer screening associated 
with immigration status and number of years since immigration in 
Ontario, Canada. J Immigr Minor Health [Internet]. 2012 [cited 
2019 Mar 7]; Available from: http://link.springer.com/https://​doi.​
org/​10.​1007/​s10903-​012-​9711-6

	83.	 O’Mahony JM, Donnelly TT. How does gender influence immi-
grant and refugee women’s postpartum depression help-seeking 
experiences? J Psychiatr Ment Health Nurs. 2013;20(8):714–25.

	84.	 Siriwardhana C, Ali SS, Roberts B, Stewart R. A systematic 
review of resilience and mental health outcomes of conflict-driven 
adult forced migrants. Confl Health. 2014;8:13.

	85.	 Oram S, Stöckl H, Busza J, Howard LM, Zimmerman C. Preva-
lence and risk of violence and the physical, mental, and sexual 
health problems associated with human trafficking: systematic 
review. PLOS Med. 2012;9(5):e1001224.

	86.	 Boerleider AW, Wiegers TA, Manniën J, Francke AL, Devillé 
WLJM. Factors affecting the use of prenatal care by non-western 
women in industrialized western countries: a systematic review. 
BMC Pregnancy Childbirth. 2013;13:81.

	87.	 Bollini P, Pampallona S, Wanner P, Kupelnick B. Pregnancy 
outcome of migrant women and integration policy: a sys-
tematic review of the international literature. Soc Sci Med. 
2009;68(3):452–61.

	88.	 Heaman M, Bayrampour H, Kingston D, Blondel B, Gissler M, 
Roth C, et al. Migrant women’s utilization of prenatal care: a 
systematic review. Matern Child Health J. 2013;17(5):816–36.

	89.	 International Organization for Migration. Social determinants of 
migrant health [Internet]. International Organization for Migra-
tion. 2017 [cited 2019 Feb 6]. Available from: https://​www.​iom.​
int/​social-​deter​minan​ts-​migra​nt-​health

	90.	 Ganann R, Sword W, Black M, Carpio B. Influence of maternal 
birthplace on postpartum health and health services use. J Immigr 
Minor Health. 2012;14(2):223–9.

Publisher’s Note  Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10903-012-9711-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10903-012-9711-6
https://www.iom.int/social-determinants-migrant-health
https://www.iom.int/social-determinants-migrant-health

	Determinants and Inequities in Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) Care Access Among ImMigrant Women in Canada: Findings of a Comprehensive Review (2008–2018)
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Methods
	Search Strategy
	Inclusion Criteria
	Data Extraction and Analysis

	Results
	Determinants of SRH Access and Engagement
	Health System Navigation and Access to SRH Service Information
	Positive and Negative Experiences with Health Personnel
	Availability of Culturally Safe Care
	Language Barriers and Availability of Language-Specific Care
	Social Isolation and Support
	Immigration-Specific Factors
	Stigma, Discrimination and Racialization
	Gender Inequities and Unequal Power Relations

	Discussion
	Strengths and Limitations
	Recommendations for Future Research

	Conclusions
	Acknowledgements 
	References




