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The motivation for collecting recent knowledge in a

special issue of Hydrobiologia derives from the

recognition of the importance and applicability of

palaeolimnological tools to help in defining ‘‘refer-

ence conditions’’ as designated within the Water

Framework Directives and estimating influence of

global climate change on surface waters. This volume

was developed by inviting contributions from prom-

inent experts in their respective fields. The compila-

tion not only presents papers on palaeolimnological

studies, focusing mostly on Eastern and Central

Europe but also includes results from other regions.

The use of palaeoecological analyses of sediments

has a long tradition in Central Europe. In the

nineteenth century, Lajos Lóczy (1849–1920) orga-

nized a systematic scientific research on Lake Bal-

aton, the largest shallow lake of the region, and

published the series of booklets (Lóczy 1897–1920)

which are considered milestones in the development

of limnology as a separate branch of science and

which are comparable to Forel’s (1841–1912) sem-

inal scientific heritage (Forel, 1892). Another mile-

stone in the development of palaeolimnology was the

first palaeolimnologial meeting which was held in

Hungary in 1967. This meeting included some of the

most prominent limnologists in the world including

G.E. Hutchinson, D.G. Frey (Chairman), Nina V.

Korde, D.A. Livingstone, O. Sebestyén, and W. Tutin

who together formed the organizing committee. This

committee decided to hold the symposium at the

Biological Research Institute, Tihany, Hungary. The

meeting profited from the excellent facilities and

made the attendance of scientists from socialist

countries possible. This location was also appropriate

in celebrating the long tradition of geological and

limnological studies on the lake including the early
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effort of L. Lóczy. Eighty-nine individuals represent-

ing 20 different countries were registered at this

symposium (Frey, 1969).

In spring 2008, a large group of scientists

expressed an interest in the present special issue

and 22 manuscripts were submitted, 18 of which are

included in this volume. The primary objective of this

special issue is to present new palaeolimnological

findings from Eastern and Central Europe, as well as

important findings from other regions. Although this

area has sometimes received less attention than other

areas of Europe, the lakes and mires, coupled with the

variability in landscape and the local differences in

climate, provide unique opportunities for studying

palaeolimnology. A review on the Late-Quaternary

records in the Carpathian region provides new results

on the history of a crater lake, Lake Saint Ana, glacial

lakes in the Tatra Mountains and Lake Bled. The

sediments of these lakes, as well as peat bogs, also

provide valuable evidence for studying climate

change.

In the present issue, the various papers provide

new insights on the development of lakes and bogs

during the late-glacial and Holocene, using a wide

range of palaeolimnological proxies, including dia-

toms, pollen, macrofossils, pigments, Cladocera, and

Chironomidae as well as geochemistry. New results

are also provided from Spain, Finland, Russia, North

America and South America.

The editors express their thanks to Enik}o Magyari

who helped with the editorial work in all of its

phases. Thanks are also due to all the referees for

their efforts in evaluating and improving the manu-

scripts that were submitted for publication in this

volume.

The guest editors
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észettudományi Társulat, Budapest.

2 Hydrobiologia (2009) 631:1–2

123


	Foreword: A virtual congress on palaeolimnology?palaeolimnological proxies as tools for environmental reconstruction in fresh water
	References



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org?)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU <>
    /DEU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [5952.756 8418.897]
>> setpagedevice


