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Abstract We introduce new classes of 2-weight cyclic codes which are direct sums
of 1-weight irreducible cyclic codes
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1 Introduction

We assume that the reader is familiar with elementary definitions and results of the
theory of linear and cyclic codes over finite fields (a reference could be [3] for codes
and [4] for finite fields). First, we recall the useful definitions.

A linear code is said to be projective if the minimum weight of its dual code is
at least 3. This means that the columns of a generator matrix are non-zero distinct
representatives of the one-dimensional subspaces of F

k
q (the projective points) where

k is the dimension of the code.
A linear code is a N-weight code if the number of non-zero weights of this code is

N.
A cyclic code is irreducible if its check polynomial is irreducible (its polynomial

representation is a minimal ideal).
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When the length of such a code is qk − 1 and the check polynomial is the minimal
polynomial over Fq of a primitive root of Fqk , then the code is called a simplex code
and this is a 1-weight code with (q − 1)qk−1 as unique non-zero weight.

In [6] it was proved that if C is a 2-weight projective cyclic code of dimension t over
Fq, then either

(C1) : C is irreducible
or,

(C2) : if q �= 2, C is the direct sum of two 1-weight irreducible cyclic codes
of length n = λ(

qt−1
q−1 ) where λ divides q − 1 and λ �= 1.

In this second case, the two non-zero weights of C are (λ − 1)qt−1 and λqt−1.
(direct sum here means direct sum as vector spaces).

An infinite class of 2-weight cyclic projective codes which are irreducible is known
for any q (deduced from semi-primitive codes) but only numerical examples are
known for the second case. An open problem was to find infinite classes in this case.

First, in order to construct codes satisfying (C2), we need to know what are the possi-
ble 1-weight irreducible cyclic codes we can use. The condition for a code of dimension

k over Fq to have a length equal to n = λ(
qk−1
q−1 ) where λ divides q − 1 is not sufficient

to be a 1-weight code, even if λ = 1. For example, the non-degenerate irreducible
cyclic code over F3 of length n = 40 = 34−1

3−1 and check polynomial x4 + x2 + 2x + 1, is
a 2-weight code with non-zero weights 24 and 30 (this is a semi-primitive code).

In Sect. 2, we characterize the 1-weight codes of length λ(
qk−1
q−1 ) where λ divides q−1

and in Sect. 3, we introduce new classes of 2-weight cyclic codes satifying condition
(C2).

From now on, we assume q �= 2. We consider cyclic codes of length n over Fq with
(n, q) = 1 and we suppose that such a code is non trivial, that is, different from {0}.
Because of the cyclicity, this implies that the weight of the dual code is at least 2.

Notation :
The weight of a vector x is denoted by wt(x).
If e ∈ Fqk then tr(e) is the trace of e over Fq.
We write (u, v) instead of gcd(u, v).

2 1-Weight irreducible cyclic codes

Theorem 1 Let C be a [n, k] irreducible cyclic code over Fq with n = λ(
qk−1
q−1 )

where λ divides q − 1.
Let ρ be the order of the check polynomial of C, that is, the common order of its roots.
The following assertions are equivalent:

(a) C is a 1-weight code.

(b) C contains a word of weight w = λqk−1.

(c) ρ
(ρ,q−1)

= qk−1
q−1 .

In order to prove this theorem, we need the following three lemmas. The first one was
proved in Proposition 10 of [6].
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Lemma 2 Let C be an irreducible cyclic code over Fq of length n such that (n, q) = 1.
Let β in Fqk be such that the check polynomial of C is the minimal polynomial of β−1

over Fq.
Let m ∈ N be the smallest non-zero integer such that βm ∈ Fq and let e be in Fq such

that βm = e.
Then m divides n and :

(♦) C = {ca = (| ca | e ca | · · · | ej ca | · · · | et−1 ca |) | a ∈ Fqk}
with n = mt and ca = (tr(a), tr(aβ), . . . , tr(aβm−1)).
(The vertical bars denote concatenation)

Lemma 3 With the previous definitions of β, C, and m, define :

C = {ca = (tr(a), tr(aβ), . . . , tr(aβm−1)) | a ∈ Fqk}.
(1) C is a [m, k] projective code of length m over Fq.

(2) C is a N-weight code if and only if C is a N-weight code.

Proof
(1) Obviously, the map ca −→ ca from C to C is a vector isomorphism. Conse-

quently, C is a linear code of length m over Fq and both codes, C and C, have
the same dimension.
From the theory of cyclic codes it is clear that there exists a word of weight 1
or 2 in the dual code of C if and only if there exists (xi, xj) ∈ F

2
q with 0 ≤ i ≤

m − 1, 0 ≤ j ≤ m − 1 and xi �= xj such that :

xiβ
i + xjβ

j = 0 or, equivalently:

β j = εβ i with ε ∈ Fq that is to say: β j−i ∈ Fq.

This last condition is not possible because of the definitions of i, j and m. The
minimal weight of the dual of C is at least 3 and then C is a projective code.

(2) Since the element ej in (♦) of Lemma 2 is a non-zero element of Fq, it follows
that wt(ejca) = wt(ca) and then wt(ca) = twt(ca) and this proves the expected
result. ��

Lemma 4 Let β be a non-zero element of Fqk .
Let ρ be the order of β in the multiplicative group of Fqk .

If m ∈ N is the smallest non-zero integer such that βm ∈ Fq then m = ρ
(ρ,q−1)

Proof The order of < β > ∩ Fq is (ρ, q − 1) and the image of β in the quotient group
< β > / < β > ∩ Fq has then the order m = ρ/(ρ, q − 1). ��
We are now in position to prove Theorem 1.

Proof of Theorem 1
Step 1 : a)	⇒ b),
It is well known (see [1] or [6] for instance) that the length of a [n, k] 1-weight linear

code over Fq is of the form n = λ(
qk−1
q−1 ) and that the weight of every non-zero word

of this code is λqk−1.



330 Des Codes Crypt (2007) 42:327–334

Step 2 : b)	⇒ c) Let C be as defined in Lemma 3 and let a be in F
k
q such that

wt(ca) = λqk−1.
According to Lemma 2, let t be such that n = mt. As already mentioned in the proof
of Lemma 3 : wt(ca) = twt(ca). This gives :

λ(
qk−1
q−1 ) = tm and λqk−1 = tw where w = wt(ca).

We easily deduce that λ = tθ with θ = qw − m(q − 1).

Thus, tθ(
qk−1
q−1 ) = tm and then m = θ(

qk−1
q−1 ).

Since C is a projective code, its length is at most equal to the number of projective

points : m ≤ qk−1
q−1 .

This means θ = 1 hence m = qk−1
q−1 . Observe that the order of the check polynomial

of C is also the order of β and applying Lemma 4 we have m = ρ
(ρ,q−1)

and therefore
ρ

(ρ,q−1)
= qk−1

q−1 .

Step 3 : c)	⇒ a) Since m = ρ
(ρ,q−1)

and ρ
(ρ,q−1)

= qk−1
q−1 , then C is a projective code of

length qk−1
q−1 . It is well known that such a code is a 1-weight code (see [3]).

From Lemma 3, we deduce that C is also a 1-weight code. ��
Remark If λ = q − 1 and if the check polynomial is the minimal polynomial over Fq
of a primitive root of Fqk , then applying Theorem 1 we obtain a simplex code.

3 2-Weight cyclic codes

The following result is a characterization of projective codes (cyclic or not) in the set
of 2-weight codes.

Proposition 5 Let C be a 2-weight code of length n and dimension k over Fq with
non-zero weights w1 and w2. Assume that the minimum weight of the dual of C is at
least 2.
C is a projective code if and only if :

n2(q − 1) − [q(w1 + w2) − 1]n + (qk − 1)w1w2

(q − 1)qk−2
= 0

Proof We just have to calulate the number B2 of codewords of weight 2 in the dual
of C.

We use the method of Proposition 5 in [5] by replacing the rigth side of Eq. (6) by
{n(q − 1)(n(q − 1) + 1) + 2B2}qk−2 and this gives the Pless equation in the general
case. We obtain:
(q − 1){n2(q − 1) − [q(w1 + w2) − 1]n + (qk−1)w1w2

(q−1)qk−2 } + 2B2 = 0
which shows that B2 = 0 if and only if :

n2(q − 1) − [q(w1 + w2) − 1]n + (qk−1)w1w2
(q−1)qk−2 = 0. ��

Corollary 6 If C is a 2-weight cyclic code of length n = λ(
qk−1
q−1 ) and dimension 2k over

Fq with λ �= 1 and non-zero weights w1 = (λ − 1)qk−1 and w2 = λqk−1, then C is a
projective code.
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Proof Use the remark on the minimum weight of the dual code of C, which appears
at the end of the introduction, and apply Proposition 5. ��

Theorem 7 Let α be a primitive element of Fqk with q and k odd numbers.
The minimal polynomial over Fq of ω ∈ Fqk is denoted by mω(x).

(1) The cyclic code C of length n = qk − 1 over Fq with check polynomial
h(x) = mα(x)m −α(x) is a 2-weight cyclic code of dimension 2k and the two
non-zero weights are (q − 1)qk−1 and (

q−1
2 )qk−1.

(2) If q = 3, then C is a projective code.

Proof The code C is the direct sum of the irreducible cyclic codes C1 and C2 with
check polynomials mα(x) and m −α(x), respectively.

C1 = {c(a) = (tr(a), tr(aα), . . . , tr(aαi), . . . , tr(aαn−1)) | a ∈ Fqk},

C2 = {d(b) = (tr(b), tr(−bα), . . . , tr(b(−1)iαi), . . . , tr(b(−1)n−1αn−1)) | b ∈ Fqk}.
Oviously, for every b the words c(b) and d(b) have the same weight. Since C1 is a
simplex code then C1 and C2 are 1-weight codes with (q − 1)qk−1 as non-zero weight
and a typical word in C is of the form:

m(a,b) = (tr(a + b), tr((a − b)α), . . . , tr
(
(a + (−1)ib)αi), . . . , tr((a + (−1)n−1b)αn−1)).

If a = 0 or b = 0 and except if a = 0 and b = 0, the weigth of m(a,b) is (q − 1)qk−1.
From now on we assume a �= 0 and b �= 0.

For every word m = (m0, m1, . . . , mi, . . . , mn−1) in F
n
q now define two partial words,

the even part and the odd part of m, as follows :

meven = (m0, m2, . . . , m2t, . . . , mn−2), modd = (m1, m3, . . . , m2t+1, . . . , mn−1).
Obviously:

(∗) wt(m(a,b)) = wt(meven
(a,b)) + wt(modd

(a,b)).

Let Mu = (tr(u), tr(uα), . . . , tr(uαi), . . . , tr(uαn−1) be with u in Fqk . This is a word of a
simplex code and if u �= 0 then wt(Mu) = (q − 1)qk−1 and therefore:

(∗∗) (q − 1)qk−1 = wt(Meven
u ) + wt(Modd

u ).

Now remark that:

(∗ ∗ ∗) meven
(a,b) = Meven

a+b and modd
(a,b) = Modd

a−b.

The following results are easy to check from (*), (**),(***):

(1) If a + b = 0 then wt(m(a,b)) = (q − 1)qk−1 − wt(Meven
2a ).

(2) If a − b = 0 then wt(m(a,b)) = wt(Meven
2a ).

(3) If a + b �= 0 and a − b �= 0 then:
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wt(m(a,b)) = wt(Meven
a+b ) + (q − 1)qk−1 − wt(Meven

a−b ).

Summarizing (1),(2),(3), all that remains is to calculate wt(Meven
u )

when u �= 0.

Since θ = αqk−1/q−1 ∈ Fq then :

θMeven
u = (

tr(uαqk−1/q−1), tr(uα(qk−1/q−1)+2), . . . , tr(uα(qk−1/q−1)+2t), . . . , tr(uα(qk−1/q−1)+n−2)
)
.

Observe that, since q and k are odd numbers then qk−1
q−1 also is odd. On the other

hand, qk − 1 is even . Hence, reducing modulo qk − 1, the map i −→ qk−1
q−1 + i send

bijectively the set of even integers in the range [0, n − 1] onto the set of odd integers
in the same range.

We deduce wt(θMeven
u ) = wt(Modd

u ). Now, because wt(θMeven
u ) = wt(Meven

u ) and
using (**) we obtain:

wt(Meven
u ) = wt(Modd

u ) = (
q − 1

2
)qk−1.

Applying this result to u = 2a in (1) and (2), to u = a + b and to u = a − b in (3),
and summarising all the possible cases we conclude that the non-zero weights of C
are (q − 1)qk−1 and (

q−1
2 )qk−1.

(2) If q = 3, then C satisfy conditions of Corollary 6 with λ = q − 1 = 2. ��
Theorem 8 Let α be a primitive element of F4k .
The minimal polynomial over F4 of ω ∈ F4k is denoted by mω(x).
The cyclic code C of length n = 4k − 1 over F4 with check polynomial mα(x)mα2(x) is a
2-weight projective cyclic code of dimension 2k. The two non-zero weights of this code
are 3(4k−1) and 2(4k−1).

Proof As usual, the words of cyclic codes are represented by their polynomial repre-
sentations.

It is easy to check that α2 is not a F4-conjugate of α. This means that mα and mα2

are distinct irreducible divisors of xn − 1 over F4. The roots of the check polynomial
h(x) = mαmα2 are the F4-conjugates of α and the F4-conjugates of α2. Therefore, the
roots of h(x) are the F2-conjugates of α and then h(x) is a polynomial in F2[x]. The
generator g(x) of C, defined by xn − 1 = g(x)h(x), also is in F2[x] and its degree is
n − 2k. This is the generator of a binary simplex code S of dimension 2k.

A typical non-zero word of C is c(x) = c̃(x)g(x) where c̃(x) is a polynomial in
F4[x] with degree at most 2k − 1. Let γ be a primitive root of F4. Since {1, γ } is a
F2-basis of F4, then c̃(x) can be decomposed in c̃(x) = r(x) + γ s(x) where r(x) and
s(x) are polynomials in F2[x], both with degree at most equal to 2k − 1. We obtain :
c(x) = r(x)g(x) + γ s(x)g(x) = u(x) + γ v(x) where u(x) and v(x) are in S.

Let u = (u1, u2, . . . , ui, . . . , un) and v = (v1, v2, . . . , vi, . . . , vn) be respectively the
binary vectors which are represented by u(x) and v(x). The weight of c(x) is the weight
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of u + γ v. Obviously, the number of zero components of this vector is the number z
of i such that ui = 0 and vi = 0. We easily deduce that :

wt(u + γ v) = 1
2
[wt(u) + wt(v) + wt(u + v)].

Since u, v, u + v are in the polynomial representation of S then the weight of each is 0
or 22k−1. Considering the different cases, we see that the possible weights of wt(u+γ v)

are 0, 2(4k−1), and 3(4k−1).

Finally we check that C is a projective code by applying Corollary 6 with λ = 3. ��
Corollary 9 A cyclic code over F4 generated over F4 by a binary cyclic simplex code of
length 22k − 1 is a 2-weight projective cyclic code and the two non-zero weights of this
code are 3(4k−1) and 2(4k−1).

Proof The check polynomial h(x) of such a simplex code S is the minimal poly-
nomial over F2 of a a primitive element α of F22k , which can be decomposed as
h(x) = mα(x)mα2(x). Thus the code generated over F4 by S is a code described in the
previous theorem. ��
Remark The 2-weight codes obtained from Theorem 7 and Theorem 8 probably have
the same length, dimension and weight distribution than codes which appear in the
coding litterature. The new fact is that the codes of the two previous theorem are
cyclic and direct sums of two 1-weight irreducible cyclic codes.

For example, the code of Theorem 8 has the same length, dimension and weights
as the code obtained by the construction 4.2 in [5] (also mentioned in the survey [2] as
example SU2) for q = 4 and r = 3 . However, for a given set of projective subspaces
arising in this construction, this gives several (dependent on the choice of represen-
tatives of the projective points) 2-weight projective codes with the same parameters,
but this is not a construction of cyclic codes.

4 Conclusion

The purpose of this paper was to study 2-weight cyclic codes over Fq with q �= 2,
which are direct sum of two 1-weight irreducible cyclic codes. We have characterize
1-weight irreducible cyclic codes and introduced two special classes of 2-weight cyclic
codes which are direct sums of 1-weight irreducible cyclic codes. The open problem
now is to find all such codes.
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