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Abstract
A semi-empirical approach based on surface-renewal theory for estimating the friction veloc-
ity is tested for measurements taken in the inertial sublayer. For unstable cases, the input
requirements are the mean wind speed and the high-frequency trace (10 or 20 Hz) of the air
or sonic temperature. The method has been extended to traces of water vapour (H2O) and
carbon dioxide (CO2) concentrations. For stable cases, the stability parameter must also be
considered. The method’s performance, taking the direct friction velocity measured by sonic
anemometry as a reference, was tested over a growing cotton field that included bare soil with
some crop residues at the beginning of the season. In general, the proposed friction-velocity
estimates are reliable. For unstable cases, the method shows the potential to outperform the
wind logarithmic-law computation. Discarding cases with low wind speeds (e.g., <0.3 m s−1

and mean wind shear<1 Hz), the proposed approach may be recommended as an alternative
method to estimating the friction velocity. There is the potential, based on the input require-
ments, that the proposed formulation may offer significant advantages in the estimation of
the friction velocity in some marine environments.

Keywords Friction-velocity estimates · Surface-renewal theory · Wind logarithmic law

1 Introduction

The friction velocity u∗, is defined as the shear stress τ sh in units of velocity, u∗ � √
τsh/ρ

(where ρ is the air density). Given that the parameter u∗ is related to the transfer ofmomentum
towards the surface, its magnitude is conceptually conceived as the degree of friction or drag
exerted on the surface by the atmospheric surface layer, and is used to describe the diffusion
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and dispersion of particles, tracers, and contaminants, as well as the wind-speed profile near
the surface (Stull 1988; Foken 2017). The eddy-covariance (EC) method allows direct mea-

surement of the friction velocity as u∗EC �
[(

u′w′
)2

+
(
v′w′

)2]0.25
, where the overline

and prime notations mark the mean and fluctuating parts of the velocity, respectively, after
applying Reynolds decomposition (Stull 1988). In the framework of the Monin–Obukhov
similarity theory (MOST), the semi-logarithmic wind-speed profile is often used to estimate
the value of u∗, which involves the mean wind speed, stability parameter, and canopy param-
eters (zero-plane displacement d and aerodynamic roughness length z0) as input. Therefore,
the wind-speed logarithmic law and an equation accounting for the buoyant heat flux must
be combined to estimate u∗.

Recently, surface-renewal theory (SR) (Higbie 1935; Danckwerts 1951; Harriott 1962;
Seo and Lee 1988) combined with the analysis of small eddies in traces measured in the
roughness and inertial sublayers (SRSE) has opened new perspectives in micrometeorology.
Its applications include the estimation of mass transfer from porous media, such as evapo-
ration from bare soils (Haghighi and Or 2013, 2015), the development of infrared surface
anemometers (Aminzadeh et al. 2017), the estimation of the friction velocity over homoge-
neous and sparse canopies from the mean wind speed and the trace of the air (or virtual)
temperature sampled at high frequency, and the estimation of the sensible heat flux (Castellví
2018). The semi-empirical SRSE-based approach to estimating u∗ has been tested in both
the inertial and roughness sublayers over a variety of agricultural surfaces using temperature
traces (Castellví 2018). The objectives of the present work test whether the SRSE approach:

(1) May be applied using other scalar traces than temperature, such as water vapour (H2O)
and carbon dioxide (CO-2) concentration;

(2) Depends on the sampling frequency of the scalar.

In relation to the first objective, we note that to estimate atmosphere–biosphere exchange
fluxes of heat and matter, often a gas analyzer and a triaxial sonic anemometer are used
without deploying a fine-wire thermocouple (i.e., typically, the buoyancy flux is converted
to sensible heat flux following Schotanus et al. 1983). Therefore, an independent approach
for estimating u∗ using gas traces would benefit when the measurement of the wind field is
compromised, for example, following an unexpected physical impact on the triaxial sonic
anemometer, such as during its transportation or installation (Zhou et al. 2018). Rainy periods
also affect sonic anemometers, but do not affect closed-path infrared analyzers. Additional
cases may occur when the flow is distorted by tower mounting, when measurements show
a number of spikes, and when deployment heights are too close to the surface, among other
reasons (Laurence et al. 1989; Chen et al. 1997a, b; Nakai et al. 2006; Haghighi and Or 2013,
2015; Klipp 2018; Mauder and Zeeman 2018; Peña et al. 2019). In these cases, an estimate
of the friction velocity may be useful as an input to many similarity relationships (Stull
1988). In addition, the friction velocity is a key parameter for assessing the near-bed eddy
diffusivity for marine environments; this term has been estimated using different approaches,
such as the EC method, the dissipation method, the turbulent-kinetic-energy method, and the
semi-logarithmic wind-speed profile (Sherwood et al. 2006; Inoue et al. 2011; Johnson and
Cowen 2017). Similarly, to estimate the turbulent fluxes of scalars in the benthic sublayer, in
some studies, high-frequency measurements were taken of scalars such as temperature and
oxygen concentration (Berg et al. 2003). Therefore, the analysis of the friction velocity using
the SRSE approach to scalars other than temperature may also be of interest in limnology
and marine ecology.

123



Friction-Velocity Estimates Using the Trace of a Scalar and… 107

TheSRSEapproach for estimating the friction velocity assumes that smallwhirling parcels
of air (or eddies, called hereafter ‘fluid elements’) that originate near the surface are trans-
ported up to the roughness and inertial sublayers with little dilution. Therefore, our second
objective is to test if the method’s performance depends on the size of the fluid elements
resolved. For traces of virtual temperature and concentrations of H2O and CO-2, the perfor-
mance was tested for the typical instrumentation frequencies of 10 Hz and 20 Hz.

Overall, we wish to determine if the reliability of the SRSE method in estimating the
friction velocity proposed in Castellví (2018) can be reinforced and improved by using
different traces and sampling frequencies. In Sect. 2, the SRSE approach is briefly described
for estimating the friction velocity when air (virtual) temperature traces and the mean wind
speed are available. Here, it is extended to traces of H2O or CO-2 concentrations. The field
campaign, materials, and methods are given in Sect. 3; the study was carried out over a
growing cotton field involving surfaces with different degrees of heterogeneity, including
partly-covered bare soil with crop residues during the cotton crop’s early growth stages. The
results and concluding remarks are given in Sects. 4 and 5, respectively.

2 Theoretical Considerations

2.1 Surface-Renewal Analysis of Small Eddies

The SRSE approach is a semi-empirical method that assumes large descending parcels of
air follow a coherent motion and cannot absorb all of the shear exerted near the surface.
Consequently, within the volume of the macro-parcel, a population of randomly-distributed
fluid elements are generated near the surface (Zhu et al. 2007). During the time that a fluid
element remains close to (or in contact with) the viscous boundary layer adjacent to a source
(exposure time), the fluid element increases (or decreases) its scalar concentration due tomass
(or heat) transfer through the interface until it is randomly replaced by another fluid element.
While the macro-parcel of air remains in contact with the surface, these fluid elements tend
to homogenize the scalar within its volume and, by continuity (i.e., following a coherent
motion), a new descending macro-parcel of air replaces the previous one (Raupach 1981;
Paw et al. 1995; Snyder et al. 1996). Most fluid elements remain attached to the replaced
macro-parcel of air and, therefore, are ejected upwards (Katul et al. 1996; Zhu et al. 2007).
In the SRSE framework, it is assumed that the macro-parcels eject transport fluid elements
across finite distances before they have a chance to be dissipated or become significantly
diluted.

Actual scalar time traces plotted versus time andmeasured at someheight above the surface
(including the inertial sublayer) show small fluctuations embedded in the large ramp-like
events, representing the signatures of small eddies superimposed on signatures of coherent
structures (Katul et al. 1996; Chen et al. 1997a). An example is shown in Fig. 1 for a trace
of the air temperature in unstable conditions. In the SRSE approach, fluctuations are taken
as signatures of fluid elements and, as shown in Fig. 1, the ith-fluid-element exposure time
with a source of heat τ ι is determined as the time between two consecutive valleys in the
trace and its net temperature increases aι as the difference between the temperature of the
peak and of the first valley (Fig. 1). The determination of the period and amplitude of a fluid
element’s signature has been applied for traces of the wind speed and surface temperature
to investigate mass and heat transfer (Haghighi and Or 2013, 2015; Aminzadeh et al. 2017).
It is worth mentioning that although in Fig. 1 the signature of a coherent structure has been
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Fig. 1 For an unstable case, the temperature T changes with time t measured at a reference height of a macro-
parcel of air following a coherent motion (top left) idealized as a ramp-like shape (thin solid line) with a ramp
amplitude aCS and period τCS (top right) which includes three phases. After a quiescent period q (where Tb
is a baseline temperature), the macro-parcel of air (red) is heated during a period l until, by continuity, during
a period f , it is replaced by a cooler parcel (blue) coming from above. The actual temperature trace (thick
solid line) is composed of the ramp-like shape and small fluctuations associated with signatures of attached
fluid elements (bottom left) characterized by a ramp amplitude aι and period τ ι (bottom right)

idealized following the generalized ramp-like model proposed in Chen et al. (1997a), for the
SRSE approach, this abstraction is irrelevant because it focuses on the small fluctuations.
Consequently, the concept illustrated in Fig. 1 may adopt any other ramp-like model, such
as that proposed by Van Atta (1977) and Shapland et al. (2012), by passing potential issues
concerning which ramp model is more realistic.

2.2 Estimation of the Friction Velocity

For temperature traces taken within and above the canopy, Castellví (2018) showed that the
probability distribution function (p.d.f.) of the exposure times PDF(τ ) can be modelled by
the Gamma distribution (Seo and Lee 1988),

PDF(τ ) � (α + 1)(α+1)

Γ(α+1)

τ α

τ̄ (α+1)
exp

(
−(α + 1)

τ

τ̄

)
, (1)

where Γ is the gamma function, α (the shape-parameter of the Γ distribution function) is an
eddy-spectrum coefficient related to the turbulence intensity (Seo and Lee 1988; Haghighi
and Or 2013) and τ̄ is the averaged time exposure. The traditional surface-renewal theory
used Eq. 1 for time exposures determined with the wind speed measured at the liquid–gas
interface to study heat transfer. For temperature, Castellví (2018) found a linear relationship
between the parameters u∗ and u/αT in neutral conditions, which is close to u∗ � ku/αT

for measurements taken in the inertial sublayer, where k is the von Kármán constant (� 0.4).
To unify the relationship for any height above the canopy and different stability cases, the
following semi-empirical approach was proposed to estimate the parameter u∗ in the inertial
sublayer,

u∗ �
⎧⎨
⎩

k
βT

u
αT

φ−1
m (ς) f or ς > 0

k
βT

u
αT

f or ς ≤ 0
, (2)

where βT is a semi-empirical parameter, u is the mean wind speed, αT is the shape-parameter
determined using temperature traces, and φm(ς) is the momentum stability function for
stable cases, where ς is the stability parameter, defined as ς � (Z−d)/L , where Z is

123



Friction-Velocity Estimates Using the Trace of a Scalar and… 109

the measurement height above the ground, d is the zero-plane displacement, and L is the
Obukhov length L � −(

ρCpTv/kg
)
(u3∗/Hv); here, Cp is the isobaric specific heat of the

air, Hv is the buoyant heat flux, and Tv is the virtual temperature. The analytical form for
the function φm(ς) proposed by Dyer (1974), φm(ς) � (1 + 5ς), was adopted. In Eq. 2,
the parameter βT must be adjusted for neutral cases and is expected to be close to one.
Originally (i.e., Castellví 2018), the parameter βT was denoted as Prn (the turbulent Prandtl
number in neutral conditions). However, as pointed out by a reviewer, it is better to use
an alternative nomenclature because independent confirmation with concurrent mean scalar
gradients is pending (i.e., measurements were available at only one height). For unstable
cases, it was suggested to apply Eq. 2 without involving the stability function for the transfer
of momentum. It was found that the shape parameterα depends on the stability parameter
and the improvement in the friction-velocity estimates was too small to justify the additional
complexity.

2.2.1 Scalar Traces Other than Temperature

Given that the analytical form of Eq. 2 is semi-empirical, a generalized equation is proposed
for another scalar, such as the H2O or CO2 concentration time series,

u∗ �
⎧⎨
⎩

k
βs

u
(αs+a)

φ−1
m (ς) f orς > 0

k
βs

u
(αs+a)

f orς ≤ 0
, (3)

where the index s denotes the scalar, a is an empirical coefficient, and βs plays the role of
the empirical parameter βT in Eq. (2).

2.2.2 ParametersˇT andˇs

Though in the inertial sublayer the parameter βT � 1 for samples collected in neutral
conditions, an equation allowing refinement of the parameters βT and βs is of interest and
can be obtained unifying the SRSE and the log-law approaches for estimating the parameter
u∗ in neutral conditions. The generalized logarithmic-law expresses the friction velocity
(u∗WP where the indexWP denotes wind profile) as (Brutsaert 1982)

u∗WP � ku

ln
(
Z−d
z0

)
− Ψ

( Z−d
L

)
+ Ψ

( z0
L

) , (4)

where z0 is the aerodynamic roughness length andΨ is the integratedBusinger–Dyer relation-
ship for momentum to correct for buoyancy. Combining Eqs. 2–4, the following relationship
between canopy parameters (d and z0) and the state of the turbulent flow (through αT and
βT or αs and βs) in neutral conditions holds

ln

(
Z − d

z0

)
�

{
αTβT

(αs + a)βs
. (5)

Conventional relationships to estimate the parameters d and z0 for homogenous canopies
in agricultural landscapes are (Brutsaert 1982)

d � (2/3)hc, (6)

and

z0 � 0.125hc, (7)
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respectively, where hc is the canopy height. For simplicity, either for traces of H2O or CO2

concentration, here it is advanced that the coefficient a in Eq. 3 can be set to unity for typical
surfaces in agricultural landscapes (shown in Sect. 4.2). Hence, Eqs. 5–7 enable retrieving
the parameters βT and βs for homogeneous canopies from

ln

( Z
hc

− 2
3

0.125

)
�

{
αTβT

(αs + 1)βs
. (8)

3 Materials andMethods

3.1 Field Campaign

The experiment (fully described in Suvočarev et al. 2019) was carried out on a production-
sized cotton (Gossypium hirsutum) farm in Manila, Arkansas, USA (35° 53′ 14′′, − 90°
8′ 15′′), from 13 May to 30 September 2016. From the beginning of the campaign until
22 June, bare soil with residue from recently terminated cover crop dominated the field.
The row spacing was 0.96 m, and the fraction of ground cover fc was about 30%. Sparse
vegetation predominated from 22 June to 18 July with the canopy height hc and ground cover
in the ranges 0.25–0.90 m and 30–85%, respectively. After 18 July, the crop was considered
homogeneous, the value of fc remained at about 85%, and the maximum canopy height
hc � 1.10 m was reached around 28 July. A triaxial sonic anemometer (CSAT3, Campbell
Scientific, Logan, Utah, USA.) and an infrared gas analyzer (7500A, LI-COR Biosciences,
Lincoln, Nebraska, USA) operating at 20Hzwere deployed atZ � 3m. Themast was situated
on a turn-row road (3 m wide) between two fields (45 and 63 ha, 0.1% slope and sprinkler
irrigated) to capture flux footprints fromboth fields. The fields had consistently planted cotton
in a radius that varied from 400 m up to 800 m (facing south) from the mast. Thus, although
the instrumentation was deployed facing the predominant wind direction (south), the fetch
was considered unlimited regardless of the wind direction.

3.2 Database

Following canopy development, three subsets of data were generated that are referred to as
‘bare’, ‘heterogeneous’ and ‘homogeneous’ with samples collected from the beginning of the
experiment until 22 June, from 23 June until 18 July, and from 19 July until 30 September,
respectively. In addition, given the dependency of Eqs. 6–8 on the canopy height, and of
the shape parameter α on the measurement height above the canopy height (Castellví 2018),
the heterogeneous dataset was split into three sub-datasets to differentiate periods where the
canopy heights were in the ranges 0.3–0.5 m, 0.5–0.7 m, and 0.7–0.9 m. To test a possible
frequency dependence, twodifferent datasetswere formed for each subset: the original dataset
sampled at 20 Hz and one sampled at 10 Hz obtained by skipping every other 0.05-s sample
in the 20-Hz series.

3.3 Data Processing

3.3.1 The Eddy-Covariance Method

The mean wind speed was inferred from the triaxial sonic anemometer, and the actual value
of u∗ was estimated by applying the EC method (u∗EC ). After correction for flow distortion
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by transducer shadowing (Horst et al. 2015), the software package EddyPro 6.2 (LI-COR
Biosciences, Lincoln, Nebraska, USA) was used to determine the EC fluxes. The double-
rotation method was used for coordinate rotation, and the threshold used for spike detection
was set to±4 σ, where σ is the standard deviation of values within a 5-min moving window,
and 30-min traces were accepted for analysis when no more than 1% of the data was missing.
Finally, mean wind directions from behind the sonic anemometer (by±30°) were removed
to avoid flow distortion by the anemometer’s structure and the tower mounting.

3.3.2 Method Based on the Surface-Renewal Analysis of Small Eddies

Basic Quality Control The SRSE and EC methods require a certain degree of turbulent
mixing, and the log law may not necessarily work under calm conditions (Livingstone and
Warren 1996). A critical threshold to apply flux-variance methods is u∗EC ≥ 0.1 m s−1, with
higher thresholds used to ensure quality measurements (Goulden et al. 1996; Gödecke et al.
2004; Dias et al. 2009). From the logarithmic law in neutral conditions,

u∗ � k(Z − d)
∂u

∂z
, (9)

approximating ∂u/∂z to uZ/(Z − d) leads to

u∗ � kuz, (10)

Thus, as a simple quality control for the SRSE approach, samples with u ≤0.25 m s−1 are
removed.

Shape Parameter α The measured scalar is assumed to consist of coherent and random
parts (Van Atta 1977; Katul et al. 1996; Chen et al. 1997a) associated with temperatures of
the coherent structure and a fluid element, respectively. To determine the time exposures of
the fluid elements (on the order of a few tenths of a second), it was assumed that the change
in temperature lagging the sampling time is rather insensitive to the change of the coherent
part because ramp periods of coherent structures are of the order of several seconds (highly
depending on the surface roughness and stability), and the coherent temperature change is
gradual and gentle until themacro-parcel is ejected.When the coherent part of the temperature
suddenly drops (Fig. 1), the length of themicrofront period is of the order of a tenth of a second
(Chen et al. 1997a). Therefore, few measurable fluctuations, if any, are formed using typical
frequencies and with time exposures not longer than the sampling period. Here, we note
that for simplicity some ramp models have neglected the microfront period (Van Atta 1977;
Shapland et al. 2012). Regardless, the SRSE approach avoids identification of coherent ramp
dimensions and simply focuses on the determination of time intervals between consecutive
valleys along the raw time series (Fig. 1). Once the exposure times in a 30-min scalar trace
are determined, the value of α is obtained by fitting Eq. 1 to the actual frequency-distribution
function using Brent’s root-finding algorithm tominimize the root-mean-square (r.m.s.) error
(Brent 1973; Nash 1990). The actual p.d.f. was determined using a bin width of 2/f , where f
is the sampling frequency used (here, 10 Hz or 20 Hz; Sect. 3.2).

3.3.3 Estimates of Canopy Parameters and the parametersˇT andˇs

Thezero-planedisplacementwasneglected for the bare dataset because the cover-crop residue
and vegetation were short, sparse, and with a small fraction of ground cover; for the other
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datasets, it was estimated using Eq. 6. For each surface, the roughness length is determined
by fitting Eq. 4 in neutral conditions

u∗WPn � ku

ln
(
Z−d
z0

) , (11)

where the index n denotes neutral stability, taking the parameter u∗EC as a reference. Given
the difficult interpretation of the stability parameter when the sensible heat flux is close to
zero (Wang and Brass 2010), the roughness length z0 was calibrated using samples collected
during the negative-to-positive transitions of the sensible heat flux near sunrise and, vice
versa, near sunset.

As the proposed coefficient a� 1 in Eq. 3 accounts for a mean shift between the shape-
parameter α obtained for different scalars (Sect. 4.2), and given the analytical form of Eqs. 2
and 3, separation of variables leads to the expectation that the coefficients βT and βs are
similar. Therefore, when the zero-plane displacement and the roughness length are difficult
to estimate, here it is proposed to set βT � βs � 0.85, which is obtained as an intermediate
rounded value for the whole campaign (Sect. 4.3) and it is of interest to mention that 0.85
is an intermediate value for the turbulent Prandtl number in neutral conditions in the inertial
sublayer (Zilitinkevich et al. 2008; Maronga and Reuder 2017); for homogeneous surfaces,
the parameters βT and βs are calculated from Eq. 8.

3.4 Performance Evaluation

Here, four friction-velocity estimates are compared with the friction velocity u∗EC ; three
SRSE-derived u∗ estimates using different scalar traces and the parameter u∗WP . For the log
law, u∗WP is determined using the calibrated value of z0 as input.

When the stability parameter is required as input (i.e., for stable cases using the SRSE
approach, and for stable and unstable cases using the log law), it was determined using the
parameters u∗EC and HvEC as input to keep results independent from the method used in the
estimation of the buoyancy heat flux. That is, in practice, some traditional method to estimate
the sensible heat flux must be implemented to simultaneously solve the friction velocity and
the sensible heat flux (Brutsaert 1982; Kustas et al. 1989; Weson et al. 2001; Castellví 2018;
Suvočarev et al. 2019). Provided that the mean wind speed and the friction velocity exceed
0.25 m s−1 and 0.1 m s−1, respectively, the performance is evaluated by determining the
slope and the coefficient of determination R2 of the linear-regression analysis through the
origin and a normalized r.m.s. error. ε as RMSE/ u∗EC , where the overbar denotes the u∗EC
average of all the samples used.

4 Results

4.1 Shape Parameter˛

For all three scalars and two sampling frequencies, the actual and theoretical PDF(τ ) are, in
general, similar, as shown in Fig. 2. In this example, a sample (14 May at 1730 local time)
was recorded under unstable conditions when bare soil predominated, and is selected to show
a case with varying source strengths. Regardless of the scalar and sampling frequency, the
slope s and coefficient of determination R2 of the linear regression forced through the origin
comparing the actual and theoretical p.d.f. (Fig. 2) are>0.97 and 0.98, respectively. The
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Fig. 2 Actual (solid) and theoretical (dashed) p.d.f. of duration exposure time(referred to as PDF(τ )in the main
text) for a 30-min sample (14 May 2016, 1730 local time) collected under unstable conditions over bare soil at
10 Hz (thick) and at 20 Hz (thin) for traces of a sonic temperature, bwater vapour concentration, and c carbon
dioxide concentration

highest r.m.s. error. obtained was 5×10−3 Hz for the H2O concentration sampled at 10 Hz.
The performance obtained for Fig. 2 is consistent and representative for the whole dataset,
implying that Eq. 1 fits the observed frequency distribution regardless of the source strength,
scalar trace, and sampling frequencies.

For the sample shown in Fig. 2, the number of fluid elementsN observed in traces sampled
at 10Hz and at 20Hz,N10, andN20, using the sonic temperature,H2OandCO2 concentrations
are (5216, 10,258), (4613, 8485), and (4903, 9376), respectively. Sonic temperature traces
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Fig. 3 Multi-resolution decomposition for normalized variances of sonic temperature (solid) and concentrations
of water vapour (dotted) and carbon dioxide (dashed). Note the logarithmic time axis

consistently show the highest number of fluid elements across the whole dataset. For traces
measured using the gas analyzer, the number of fluid elements observed between both scalars
is consistently within 12% across the whole dataset. Regardless of the scalar, the number of
fluid elements nearly doubles when the sampling frequency is doubled. As a consequence
of the different number of fluid elements observed within a 30-min sample between scalars
and sampling frequency, the mean residence time varies and the shape parameter α is mainly
dependent on the scalar rather than on the frequency. For the sample shown in Fig. 2, the α

values obtained for the sonic temperature αTs, H2O concentration αW and CO2 concentration
αCO2 using traces sampled at 10 Hz and 20 Hz are, respectively, 3.82 and 3.91 for the sonic
temperature αTs, 2.85 and 3.01 for the H2O concentration αW and 2.82 and 2.96 for the CO2

concentration αCO2. Thus, regardless of the sampling frequency, the value of αTs is higher
than the αW and αCO2 values, while the αW and αCO2 values are rather similar. For a given
scalar, the α10 and α20 values are similar. Therefore, the results obtained from this sample
suggest that Eqs. 2–3 hold for traces sampled at the typical sampling frequencies of 10 Hz
and 20 Hz, but that Eq. 2 does not hold for scalars other than temperature. The analytical
form of Eq. 3 is analyzed next for all the data.

For the sample shown in Fig. 2, the ramp period of the coherent structures (following Van
Atta’s 1967 ramp model) is close to 10 s (i.e., for each of the three scalars) and Fig. 3 shows
the spectra (time domain) for the normalized variances determined using multi-resolution
flux decomposition (Howell and Mahrt 1997; Vickers and Mahrt 2003). The spectra are
similar, especially for the smaller eddies, which may be interpreted as suggesting that the
higher α value for temperature than for the other scalars (Fig. 2) appears to be a property of
the turbulent flow. However, it may not be ruled out that the different volume sampled by
the sonic anemometer and the gas analyzer alters the value ofα and enables a closer match
between the scalars H2O and CO2.

4.1.1 Sampling Frequency

For the heterogeneous dataset, as an example when the crop was growing, Fig. 4 presents
the parameters α10 and α20 for each scalar, demonstrating a similar interval for the sonic
temperature (Fig. 4a, b), a broader range for H2O (Fig. 4c, d), and an even broader range
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for the CO2 concentration (Fig. 4e, f). This performance is also observed for the other two
datasets. For each scalar, surface, and stability case, linear regression was used to compare
α values determined at 10 Hz and 20 Hz. For the sonic temperature, the values of α10 and
α20 are highly correlated (the minimum R2 value is 0.88 for the stable cases regardless of
the surface). The slope and intercept of the linear regression for the sonic temperature for
the highest departures from one and zero, respectively, are 0.83 and 0.71 (both obtained
for unstable cases when the surface was homogeneous). For the other two scalars, though
correlations are high, the main differences between the parameters α10 and α20 are observed
for extreme values, with the parameter α10 underestimating the higher α20 values and vice
versa (e.g., Fig. 4). This pattern is consistent for all surface types and tends to inflate the
intercepts (to positive values) and to force the slopes s<1.

For the concentrations of H2O and CO2, the worst performance is obtained for stable cases
when the canopy is homogeneous using traces of H2O concentration, corresponding to the
smallest coefficient of determination (0.74), the slope with the highest departure from one
(0.65), and the intercept with the highest departure from zero (1.17). However, the regression
slopes forced through the origin comparing the parameters α10 and α20 for each dataset are
close to one, in the range of 0.94 (stable cases for the ‘bare’ dataset using traces of the sonic
temperature) and 1.09 (unstable cases for the ‘heterogeneous’ and ‘homogeneous’ datasets
using traces of H2O concentration). The mean values of the parameters α10 and α20 are
generally similar regardless of the surface, scalar, and stability case.

The weak dependency of the parameter α versus frequency for a particular measurement
height in the inertial sublayer was also reported in Haghighi andOr (2015) for the wind-speed
parameter αu. Further research is required to confirm this insensitivity to height, including
the roughness sublayer. In addition, these authors found that the value of αu is linearly
related with the quantity ln((Z− d)/z0), and thus similar to Eq. 5. A relationship between the
parameter αu and themeasurement height is of interest because it has the potential to estimate
the boundary-layer depth required to address surface fluxes over bare soils (Haghighi and
Or 2013). In future experiments, though it would be of interest to study Eq. 5 for different
heights and scalars, here, it is suggested to extend the analysis to the roughness sublayer
because the parameter α appears weakly dependent on the measurement height (Castellví
2018).

4.2 Analytical Form of Eq. 3

A different magnitude of α determined using temperature traces measured with the triaxial
sonic anemometer is obtained in relation to gas concentration traces measured using the
gas analyzer (e.g., Fig. 4). That is, while the shape parameters αW and αCO2 have similar
magnitudes, the αTs term appears shifted, exceeding the values of αW and αCO2 by one
or more (Fig. 4). This pattern is consistently observed for the other surfaces, implying that
Eq. 2 is not valid for traces measured with a gas analyzer. Therefore, to estimate the friction
velocity using gas-concentration traces, a refinement of Eq. 2, such as proposed in Eq. 3, is
required. On the basis that the parameter α is weakly dependent on the sampling frequency,
an averaged shift (αTs − αs) value, is calculated as

(αTs − αs) � (αTs − αW)10 + (αTs − αCO2)10 + (αTs − αW)20 + (αTs − αCO2)20. (12)

This value is 1.12, 1.20, and 1.17 for the ‘bare’, ‘heterogeneous’, and ‘homogeneous’
datasets, respectively. Here, regardless of the sampling frequency, it is proposed to apply
Eq. 3 with the rounded value a � 1. Given that different volumes are sampled using different
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Fig. 4 Shape parameter α determined from 10-Hz (α10) and 20-Hz sampling (α20) in unstable and neutral
conditions (left panels; a, c, e) and stable cases (right panels; b, d, f) over a heterogeneous surface. The
linear-regression line (red, solid) is accompanied by the standard error of the prediction (red dashed) and the
one-to-one line (grey)
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Table 1 Calibrated (z0 cal) and estimated (z0 Eq. 7) roughness lengths z0 (m) and βT , βw , and βCO2 estimates
retrieved from Eq. 5 (in italics) and Eq. 8 for each surface and scalar

Dataset N Z0 cal βT βw βCO2 Z0 Eq. 7 βT βw βCO2

Bare soil 304 0.05 0.85 1.04 0.83 NA 0.85 0.85 0.85

hc � 0.3–0.5 40 0.06 0.85 1.02 0.86 0.05a 0.89 1.06 0.89

hc � 0.5–0.7 34 0.06 0.79 0.98 0.88 0.07 0.76 0.93 0.86

hc � 0.7–0.9 55 0.10 0.74 0.83 0.83 0.10 0.74 0.83 0.83

hc � 0.9–1.1 548 0.135 0.65 0.76 0.74 0.125 0.66 0.78 0.76

N is the number of samples at 10 Hz and 20 Hz together, hc(m) is the canopy height, and NA denotes
non-applicable
aEquation 7 not recommended

brands of sonic anemometers and gas analyzers, it may not be discarded that the value for
the coefficient a (i.e., a � 0 and a � 1 for sonic temperature and concentrations of H20 and
CO2, respectively) would be specific for each instrument.

4.3 Parameterˇ and the Aerodynamic Roughness Length in Neutral Conditions

For each surface and scalar, Table 1 shows the calibrated roughness z0, the estimated rough-
ness z0 from Eq. 7, and the parameter β for the sonic temperature βTs, the H2O concentration
βW and the CO2 concentration βCO2 retrieved from both Eq. 5 (i.e., using the calibrated value
of z0 as input and with a � 1) and Eq. 8. Following Sect. 4.1.1, the sampling frequency influ-
ence on averaged α values is neglected, and therefore, the β values are determined using as
input in Eq. 5 or 8 the averaged shape parameter α calculated for both frequencies together.
The β values in Eqs. 2 and 3 that best fit the friction velocity u∗EC are not shown in Table 1
because, as expected, they closely match the values obtained using Eq. 5 with the calibrated
roughness length z0. The mean value obtained averaging the βT s , βW, and βCO2 values
retrieved from Eq. 5 for all the campaign (Table 1) is 0.84.

For bare soils, Eq. 7 is not applicable and, in general, may be considered uncertain during
the initial growing period. However, Table 1 shows that the calibrated z0 and the estimated
z0 values from Eq. 7 are similar across the entire growing season. Unexpected calibrated z0
values were obtained when the crop height was around 0.3–0.5 m and 0.5–0.7 m because
the value of z0 is the same for these two datasets, and also when the crop reached the
maximum canopy height because the value of z0 is slightly higher than expected (based on
the intermediate value given by Eq. 7). During the period when the canopy height was in
the ranges 0.3–0.5 m and 0.9–1.1 m, 32% and 72% of the samples had a mean wind speed
u<1 m s−1, respectively. For the other three periods, the percentage of samples with u<1 m
s−1 is<7% each. Partly, the lower data coverage of high-wind-speed periods may explain
the unexpected calibrated z0 values (Livingstone and Warren 1996).

For bare soil, the β values obtained from Eq. 5 show that the assumption of β � 0.85
regardless of the scalar, is rather reliable for the scalars of temperature andCO2 concentration,
but forH2O concentration, it is close to one. ForCO2 concentration, the value ofβCO2 remains
fairly constant at around 0.85, except for when the canopy reached the maximum height, for
which βCO2 � 0.74. ForH2O concentration,βw values are approximately one until the canopy
height reaches 0.7 m. Afterwards, as the canopy height increased, βw decreased to reach a
similar value (βw � 0.76) to that obtained for CO2 concentration. Thus, Table 1 shows that
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Table 2 Friction-velocity estimates determined with traces of temperature (top left) using Eqs. 2 and 8, con-
centrations of H2O (top right) and CO2 (bottom left) using Eqs. 3 and 8, and using the log law (Eq. 5, bottom
right) versus the EC method (u∗EC ) for unstable and neutral cases together and for stable cases

Equation Equations 2 and 8, Ts Equations 3 and 8, H2O

Case ζ ≤0 ζ >0 ζ ≤0 ζ >0

hc N s R2 ε s R2 ε s R2 ε s R2 ε

B.Soil 1024 1.14 0.72 0.32 0.95 0.87 0.22 1.11 0.75 0.28 1.08 0.88 0.26

0.3-0.5 198 1.04 0.80 0.26 1.00 0.89 0.18 1.08 0.87 0.22 0.98 0.92 0.19

0.5-0.7 211 0.95 0.88 0.15 0.98 0.93 0.27 1.00 0.92 0.12 0.96 0.92 0.24

0.7-0.9 176 0.94 0.84 0.23 0.98 0.88 0.13 0.97 0.92 0.15 0.98 0.88 0.15

0.9-1.1 1571 1.06 0.81 0.21 0.95 0.66 0.33 0.97 0.86 0.18 0.93 0.81 0.26

Equation Equations 3 and 8, CO2 Equation 5 versus u*EC

Case ζ ≤0 ζ >0 ζ≤0 ζ>0

hc N s R2 ε s R2 ε s R2 ε s R2 ε

B. Soil 1024 0.96 0.74 0.23 0.96 0.88 0.21 0.95 0.74 0.23 0.97 0.89 0.20

0.3-0.5 198 0.99 0.85 0.20 0.95 0.92 0.21 1.08 0.83 0.25 1.10 0.92 0.18

0.5-0.7 211 0.95 0.91 0.13 0.95 0.89 0.24 0.95 0.92 0.13 0.97 0.93 0.27

0.7-0.9 176 0.86 0.86 0.25 0.91 0.84 0.17 1.03 0.85 0.24 1.04 0.91 0.12

0.9-1.1 1571 0.95 0.82 0.20 0.93 0.73 0.28 1.09 0.80 0.27 1.03 0.85 0.25

Here, N denotes the number of samples, s and R2 are the slope and coefficient of determination of the linear-
regression analysis, and ε is the normalized root-mean-square error

the value of βw has the highest variability during the campaign. For virtual temperature,
the value of βT s gradually decreases along the growing season, from 0.85 to 0.65. For the
homogeneous dataset, the value of βT s is 0.65 and for the other two scalars the parameter β is
around 0.75. For temperature, βT s values of about 0.65 appear to be more appropriate for the
roughness sublayer (Castellví 2018). Regardless, it is very unlikely that the measurements
were consistently taken below the inertial sublayer because Z/hc >2.7(Florens et al. 2013).
In practice, retrieval of parameter β from Eq. 8 prior to application of Eqs. 2–3 is suggested.

4.4 Friction Velocity

For each surface and stability case, Table 2 shows the results of the linear-regression analysis
through the origin and the associated error ε to compare the friction velocity u∗Est with the
values of u∗WP and u∗EC . The performance for samples collected under neutral and unstable
conditions is shown together because the same input is required to determine the value of
u∗Est (independent from the stability ς). Table 2 shows the performance of Eqs. 2 and 3
using the β values determined from Eq. 8 as input when for a homogeneous canopy (i.e., it is
assumed that a triaxial sonic anemometer is not available). However, given the uncertainty of
estimating the zero-plane displacement and the roughness sublayer for momentum for bare
soil with a partial mulch cover and when the canopy height was 0.3–0.5 m, the parameter β

was then set to 0.85 regardless of the scalar. The performance obtained at 10 Hz and 20 Hz
is, in practice, the same, so results are shown for the frequency of 10 Hz.
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4.4.1 Neutral and Unstable Cases

When bare soil dominates the surface, the best performance for u∗Est is obtained for CO2

concentration, which has a similar performance to u∗WP . During the growing period, the
performance improves when using traces measured with the gas analyzer rather than the
sonic temperature. In fact, using the H2O concentration, Eq. 3 performed the closest to
u∗EC (even including u∗WP ). When the crop tended to reach the maximum fraction of ground
cover, either Eqs. 2 and 3 yield values closer to u∗EC than u∗WP . Therefore, because u∗WP

gives an optimum friction-velocity estimate (i.e., the input required is determined using
sonic anemometry), Table 2 shows that the best performance of the SRSE approach may be
expected using a gas analyzer (in particular from traces of H2O concentration) and that, in
general, the SRSE approach and the log law perform similarly.

In relation to the different performance of the SRSE approach for each surface, discarding
bare soil, the coefficients of determination for Eqs. 2 and 3 tend to be closer to one for a greater
mean shear (u/z, where z denotes themeasurement height above the zero-plane displacement)
(Table 2). Coherent structures are mainly shear-driven near the surface (Chen et al. 1997b)
and the probability to observe u/z ≥1 Hz during bare soil and crop height of 0.3 m≤hc
≤0.5 m, 0.5 m≤hc ≤0.7 m, 0.7 m≤hc ≤0.9 m and 0.9 m≤hc ≤1.1 m is 44%, 39%,
58%, 57%, and 20%, respectively. The SRSE framework best holds for periods (i.e., 30 min)
and measurement heights showing clear ramps in traces (Fig. 1). The highest coefficients
of determination are obtained during the growing period (Table 2), while lower coefficients
of determination are obtained for the bare-soil dataset, implying that the weak source/sink
strength associated with bare soil plays a role. In relation to the different performance of the
SRSE method for each scalar, given that in general Eq. 3 performs better than Eq. 2, perhaps
either the measurement itself plays a role (i.e., gas concentration is a direct measurement) or
simply this finding is just a consequence of the semi-empirical nature of the SRSE method.

4.4.2 Stable Cases

The SRSE approach performs similarly regardless of the scalar (Table 2), and both the SRSE
approach and the log law yield values close to u∗EC . For the whole season, the regression
slopes are in a range from 0.93 (Eq. 3 using H2O and CO2 concentrations for 0.9 m≤hc
≤1.1 m) to 1.10 (Eq. 5 for 0.3 m≤hc ≤0.5 m). The coefficients of determination are in the
range from 0.66 (Eq. 2 for 0.9 m≤hc ≤1.1 m) to 0.93 (Eqs. 2 and 5 for 0.5 m≤hc ≤0.7 m)
and ε ranged from 0.12 (Eq. 5 for 0.7 m≤hc ≤0.9 m) to 0.33 (Eq. 2 for 0.9 m≤hc ≤1.1 m).
Based on ε along the campaign, the log law yields values consistently somewhat closer to the
value of u∗EC than for the SRSE method. For stable cases, the calibrated β values (Table 1)
are required as input to the SRSE method to nearly match ε obtained from the log law.

To investigate the different performance of the SRSEmethod for each surface under stable
conditions, we take as an example the mean shear threshold of 1 Hz (i.e., the same as for
neutral and unstable cases). The probability to observe u/z ≥1 Hz, while the surface is bare
soil and the crop height in the ranges 0.3 m≤hc ≤0.5 m, 0.5 m≤hc ≤0.7 m, 0.7 m≤hc
≤0.9 m and 0.9 m≤hc ≤1.1 m is 16%, 26%, 40%, 37%, and 10%, respectively. The highest
correlations are obtained during the crop-growth period corresponding to a higher mean
shear and vice versa. However, this rule also applied for the bare-soil dataset that yield seven
higher correlations than for the homogenous dataset. Here, the above-mentioned potential
source/sink strength influence on the performance of the SRSE method still holds because,
during the night, all sources or sinks are weak regardless of the surface. Consequently, a
clear and regular ramp-like formation in traces is more difficult. In relation to the different
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Fig. 5 Friction velocity (Eq. 3 using traces of water vapour concentration) versus u∗EC for all the data over
a partly mulched bare soil, b a growing canopy, and c a homogeneous canopy. The linear-regression line (red
solid) is accompanied by the standard error of the prediction (red dashed) and the one-to-one line (blue)

performance of the SRSE method by scalar, Eqs. 2 and 3 perform similarly, suggesting no
dependency on the measured scalar. Therefore, the discrepant performance obtained between
Eqs. 2 and 3 can be considered unpredictable since it appears more related with the fact that
large ramp events in traces are not well formed in stable stratification.

4.4.3 Applications

As an example of performance through the whole campaign, Fig. 5 shows the performance
of Eq. 3 using H2O concentration traces for each surface. The slopes and the coefficients of
determination of the linear-regression analysis and ε obtained for the data shown in Fig. 5
are, respectively, 0.93, 0.98, and 0.26 for the bare-soil dataset, 0.94, 0.92, and 0.18 for the
heterogeneous dataset, and 0.89, 0.83, and 0.26 for the homogeneous dataset. In general,
these results suggest that use of the SRSE approach for friction-velocity estimates may be
recommended and, given that the results are not dependent on the sampling frequency or
on the trace of scalar, for field applications, a thermocouple operating at 10 Hz may be
considered an affordable method for estimating the value of u∗. An optimal performance can
be expected in flow regimes and at measurement heights giving high values of wind shear.

Thus, the SRSE approach appears useful to assess processes requiring a high u∗ threshold,
such as dust flux or erosion/deposition (Menut et al. 2013). Provided that the mean shear is
high (about 1 Hz), the SRSE approach offers a straightforward method to estimate the drag
coefficient Cd (Brutsaert 1982) and standard deviations of the turbulent component of the
wind speed in neutral conditions (Stull 1988; Pahlow et al. 2001), with

Cd � 2(u∗/u)2 (13)

For other stability cases, a similarity-based relationship and Eq. 2 or 3 must be combined
with an equation to estimate the sensible heat flux. In addition, it can help to explain the
semi-empirical relationship between the mean shear and the mean ramp frequency used for
scalar eddy-flux estimates (Chen et al. 1997b). That is, for traces of temperature of the air,
good correlations are found between the ratios u∗/z and 1/τCS , so that u∗ � λz

/
τCS

, where
λ is an empirical coefficient. The latter relationship combined with Eq. 2 suggests that part
of the observed variability of the coefficient λ with height and surface may be explained by
the ratio k/(βTα).
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The performance obtained here for different scalars may encourage testing the SRSE
approach in studies performed in marine environments. The friction velocity is probably
the single most important parameter for assessing the physical characteristics of the benthic
boundary layer, and it has profound consequences for the benthic biogeochemistry and ecol-
ogy (Inoue et al. 2011). It is assumed that similarity-based relationships hold in the inner layer
of rough-bed flows covering the lowest 20% of the water depth, provided that the water depth
is about ten times higher than the depth of the bed roughness elements. Typically, methods
based on normalization of the dissipation rate of the turbulent kinetic energy, involving tur-
bulence intensities or the log law, have been used to estimate the friction velocity assuming
neutral stratification in the inertial sublayer (Katul et al. 2002; Pokrajac et al. 2006; Bagher-
imiyab and Lemmin 2013; Hanmaiahgari et al. 2017). With the formulation proposed, the
required inputs may be takenwith affordable instruments operating at high frequency, such as
a thermocouple or an O2 microelectrode (Inoue et al. 2011), and deployed at a single height.
Therefore, in some marine environments, the SRSE approach appears advantageous over the
traditional methods requiring a vertically aligned acoustic Doppler velocimeter, especially
when sampling at a few different points is desirable.

5 Summary and Conclusions

This study confirms the reliability of the SRSEmethod because the analytical form and its per-
formance in estimating the friction velocity are the same and independent from the input trace
of the scalar (sonic temperature or concentration of H2O or CO2) and sampling frequency
(10 Hz or 20 Hz). Except for low wind speeds (e.g., <0.3 m s−1 and mean shear<1 Hz), the
SRSE approach is as reliable as the log-law approach (or superior under neutral and unstable
cases), with the main advantage that it avoids the need to estimate the stability parameter for
unstable cases. Hence, provided that the ratio of the mean wind speed over the measurement
height (above the zero-plane displacement) is higher than about 1 Hz, and calm conditions
(mean wind speeds<0.3 m s−1) are not met, it is concluded that the SRSE method may be
considered as a reliable alternative for estimating the friction velocity.
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