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Abstract We present a theoretical investigation of rotating electroosmotic flows
(EOFs) in soft parallel plate microchannels. The soft microchannel, also called as the
polyelectrolyte-grafted microchannel, is denoted as a rigid microchannel coated with a
polyelectrolyte layer (PEL) on its surface. We compare the velocity in a soft microchan-
nel with that in a rigid one for different rotating frequencies and find that the PEL has
a trend to lower the velocities in both directions for a larger equivalent electrical dou-
ble layer (EDL) thickness λFCL (λFCL = 0.3) and a smaller rotating frequency ω (ω< 5).
However, for a larger rotating frequency ω (ω=5), the main stream velocity u far away
from the channel walls in a soft microchannel exceeds that in a rigid one. Inspired by the
above results, we can control the EOF velocity in micro rotating systems by imparting
PELs on the microchannel walls, which may be an interesting application in biomedical
separation and chemical reaction.

Key words rotating electroosmotic flow (EOF), soft microchannel, polyelectrolyte layer
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1 Introduction

Recently, the advancement in the investigation of electrokinetic phenomena in microfluidic
systems promotes diverse applications of such systems in medicine, energy conversion, and
analytical chemistry[1–2]. The driving mechanisms for fluid flows in microchannels include the
electric field[3–7], pressure gradients[8], electromagnetic field[9–20], light[21], and acoustic wave[22].
Among these different micropumps, the electroosmotic flow, driven purely by the electrical field,
has attracted many researchers’ attention due to better flow control.

When an electrolyte fluid is brought into contact with a solid surface, the surface and the
electrolyte fluid often get oppositely charged due to the electrolyte chemical processes, which
gives rise to the electrical double layer (EDL)[23]. Therefore, when we impose an electric field
along the tangential direction of the charged surface, the net charges in the electrolyte fluid will
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move under the action of the electric field force. Then, the migration of the net charges will carry
the electrolyte solution along with them by viscosity. Such flow is known as the electroosmotic
flow (EOF)[24]. In practical applications, such as mass separation or flow control in centrifuges,
the system is situated in a rotating environment[25–26]. Rotating flows may be used in compact
disc (CD)-based centrifugal microfluidics, in which the driving force is the centrifugal force.
This system enables us to conduct in parallel a great many fluid flow assays[27], which is one
of the most important advantages of such a rotating system. In addition, Wang et al.[28]

demonstrated that this system could effectively lower chemical reaction, Joule heat generation
and ion concentration variation. Martinez-Duarte et al.[29] and Boettcher et al.[30] studied the
electrophoresis phenomenon in a rotating microfluidic system. Duffy et al.[31] experimentally
investigated the electrokinetic flow, driven by the centrifugal force, in a rotational system. The
analysis of the rotating EOF in microfluidic systems is of essential importance and has become
a new topic of the research recently.

By using a Newtonian fluid, Chang and Wang[32] pioneered the investigation of the steady
rotating EOF in microfluidic systems. Under the Debye-Hückel approximation condition, they
obtained the analytical expressions of the flow velocity. Their result showed that the transverse
flow velocity υ achieved its maximum value at ω=1 (ω denotes the nondimensional rotating
frequency). Then, Si et al.[33] and Gheshlaghi et al.[34] analyzed the transient rotating EOF
of a Newtonian fluid in a microchannel almost at the same time by using two different meth-
ods, respectively. Their theory was extended by Xie and Jian[35] by considering the high zeta
potential condition and a non-Newtonian fluid. They found that, for a larger rotating angular
velocity, the velocity direction is altered by the Coriolis force significantly. The corresponding
model for a rectangular microchannel was developed by Ng and Qi[36]. It was demonstrated
that the rotating speed of the system had an unequal effect on the fluid flow for different zeta
potential distributions or different channel widths. Considering the slip boundary condition of
velocity, Shit et al.[37] numerically studied the rotating EOF through slowly varying microchan-
nels. They compared their numerical results with the reported theoretical results, and good
agreement was found.

Recently, the EOF in soft micro/nanochannels has attracted remarkable attention. A
micro/nanochannel with walls coated with the polyelectrolyte layer (PEL) is called a soft
micro/nanochannel[38–40], which frequently happens when considering biological surfaces[41].
The PEL contains a kind of ion with a fixed charge density and thus it can be defined as a
fixed charge layer (FCL). The presence of this PEL has twofold effects on the EOF. Firstly, the
fixed charge in the PEL affects the electrostatic potential in the EDL. Secondly, the PEL will
impose an additional resistance to the flow[40]. The soft nanochannel can be used in energy
conversion systems, cell membranes[42], and transistors and diodes[43]. Donath and Voigt[41]

first provided a theoretical model of the electrokinetic flow in a soft nanochannel. Then, Matin
and Ohshima[44] studied the mixed pressure driven and the EOF in soft nanochannels. Chanda
et al.[45] and Chen and Das[46] investigated the streaming potential in a soft nanochannel for
low and high zeta potentials, respectively. Very recently, the EOF in soft microchannels has
also received attention of some scholars. The pioneering work of the EOF in soft microchannels
was conducted by Hoshyargar et al.[47]. They investigated the detailed hydrodynamic disper-
sion characteristics of a neutrally charged solute by the EOF in soft microchannels. Their
results revealed that the grafted PEL could increase the hydrodynamic dispersion of the EOF.
Then, Sadeghi[48] theoretically studied the EOF in a soft rectangular microchannel. In addi-
tion, other important applications of the soft microchannel include the experimental works of
droplet generation by Pang et al.[49] and droplet coalescence by Liu et al.[50].

To the authors’ best knowledge, although considerable attention has been paid to the ro-
tating EOF and EOF through a soft microchannel, respectively, the effect of rotation on the
EOF in a soft microchannel has not been reported yet, which may be an important case in
biomedical separation and chemical reaction. Thus, the present work is devoted to filling this
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gap. Analytical solutions of the velocity and volume flow rate are provided in Section 2. The
influences of the corresponding non-dimensional parameters on the EOF velocity distributions
are discussed in Section 3. The main results are summarized in Section 4.

2 Mathematical formulations

As depicted in Fig. 1, we consider the rotating EOF in a soft parallel plate microchannel of
height 2h. The electrolyte solution in the channel is taken as an incompressible Newtonian fluid.
We set up a Cartesian coordinate system (x∗, y∗, z∗) at the microchannel centerline, where the
x∗-axis is along the channel, the y∗-axis points along the transverse direction, and the z∗-axis
runs vertically upwards. An electric field with the magnitude E0 is imposed along the positive
x∗-direction to actuate the fluid flow. Meanwhile, the above microchannel rotates about the
z∗-axis at a constant angular frequency Ω. The thickness of the ion-penetrable charged PEL,
containing positively charged FCL ions, is d∗(< h). It is assumed that the zeta potential is
low enough so that the Debye-Hückel approximation is applicable. In addition, we also assume
that the permittivity of the medium is identical within and outside the PEL[45]. Due to the
symmetry of the fluid flow, we only need to consider the channel bottom half (−h 6z

∗60). The
PEL (the bulk fluid layer) is denoted as the region −h 6 z∗ 6 −h+ d∗(−h+ d∗ 6 z∗ 6 0).

Ω

Fig. 1 Schematic illustration of the rotating EOF in a soft microchannel

2.1 The electrostatic potential in the EDL

According to the electrostatics theory, the governing equations (within PEL and bulk fluid
layer, respectively) for the electrostatic potential distribution are given as

d2ψ∗

dz∗2 = −em(n+ − n−)

ε0εr
, −h+ d∗ 6 z∗ 6 0, (1)

d2ψ∗

dz∗2 = −em(n+ − n−) + ZeN

ε0εr
, −h 6 z∗ 6 −h+ d∗, (2)

where ψ∗ denotes the electrostatic potential, e stands for the electric charge, m represents
the valence, ε0εr is the permittivity of the fluid, n+ (n−) is known as the cations (anions)
number density, Z is the FCL ions valence, and N represents the FCL ions number density.
The influence of the FCL ions on the electrostatic potential distribution is shown in Eq. (2).
Consider an electrolyte kept in a soft microchannel, and the electrolyte ions in it are assumed
to satisfy the Boltzmann distribution, which is expressed as n± = n∞exp(∓(emψ∗)/(kBT ))[47].
In addition, for the assumed small enough electrical potential, we can employ the Debye-Hückel
approximation. Therefore, the above governing equations are rewritten as

d2ψ∗

dz∗2
=

ψ∗

λ∗2
, −h+ d∗ 6 z∗ 6 0, (3)
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d2ψ∗

dz∗2
=

ψ∗

λ∗2
− ψs

λ∗
2

FCL

, −h 6 z∗ 6 −h+ d∗, (4)

where λ∗ =(ε0εrkBT /(2n∞e
2m2))1/2 and λ∗FCL =(ε0εrkBT /(Ne

2
mZ ))1/2 are the traditional

EDL thickness and the equivalent EDL thickness, respectively[45]. ψs = kBT /(em) is the
characteristic scale of the electrostatic potential. n∞ is the bulk ionic number density, and kBT
denotes the thermal energy[45]. The following boundary conditions are used to solve Eqs. (3)
and (4):











dψ∗

dz∗

∣

∣

∣z∗=0 = 0, ψ∗
∣

∣

z∗=(−h+d∗)+ = ψ∗
∣

∣

z∗=(−h+d∗)−,

dψ∗

dz∗

∣

∣

∣z∗=(−h+d∗)+ =
dψ∗

dz∗

∣

∣

∣z∗=(−h+d∗)− , ψ∗ |z∗=−h = ζ∗.

(5)

In Eq. (5), the first condition implies the symmetry of the electrical potential about the z∗-
axis. The second condition represents the continuity of the electrical potential at the FCL-bulk
electrolyte interface, and the third condition represents the continuity of the electrical field at the
FCL-bulk electrolyte interface. In addition, the last condition provides the electrical potential
at the wall, known as the electric zeta potential. The following normalization variables are
introduced to non-dimensionalize the equations:

z =
z∗

h
, λ =

λ∗

h
, d =

d∗

h
, λFCL =

λ∗FCL

h
, ψ =

ψ∗

ψs
, ζ =

ζ∗

ψs
. (6)

According to the above defined dimensionless variables, Eqs. (3), (4), and (5) are simplified to

d2ψ

dz2
− ψ

λ2
= 0, −1 + d 6 z 6 0, (7)

d2ψ

dz2
− ψ

λ2
= − 1

λ2
FCL

, −1 6 z 6 −1 + d, (8)











dψ

dz

∣

∣

∣z=0 = 0, ψ
∣

∣

z=(−1+d)+ = ψ
∣

∣

z=(−1+d)−,

dψ

dz

∣

∣

∣z=(−1+d)+ =
dψ

dz

∣

∣

∣z=(−1+d)− , ψ |z=−1 = ζ.

(9)

The analytical solutions for the electrostatic potential distributions are given as

ψ =
1

cosh(1/λ)
(K2 cosh(d/λ) + ζ −K2) cosh

( z

λ

)

, −1 + d 6 z 6 0, (10)

ψ = K2
(

1 − sinhD

cosh(1/λ)
sinh

(z + 1

λ

))

+
ζ −K2

cosh(1/λ)
cosh

( z

λ

)

, −1 6 z 6 −1 + d, (11)

where D = (1 − d)/λ, and K=λ/λFCL.
2.2 Distributions of the velocity fields

For an incompressible fluid, the steady EOF velocity between two slit soft microchannels
satisfies the following continuity equation (see Eq. (12)). In addition, in the rotating coordinate
system with the angular velocity Ω = (0, 0,Ω), the velocity satisfies the modified Cauchy
momentum equation[30],

∇ · V = 0, (12)

ρ∗(V · ∇V + 2Ω× V ) = −∇P ∗ + µ∗∇2V + f , (13)
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where ρ∗ is the fluid density, and µ∗ and V = (u∗, v∗, w∗) are the dynamic viscosity and velocity
vector, respectively. P ∗ = p∗−ρ∗|Ω×r|2/2 denotes the modified pressure, and r = (x∗, y∗, z∗)
is the position vector. The last term f in Eq. (13) is the body force. For fully developed flows,
the axial and the transverse velocities u∗ and v∗ depend on z∗ only. Moreover, the continuity
equation is satisfied automatically. The body force f is defined as

f = (−ρeE0, 0, 0) with ρe = −ε0εr
d2ψ∗

dz∗2
. (14)

As we have mentioned above, an additional resistive force is present within the PEL. The
magnitudes of the resistive force in such a soft microchannel, resembling the Darcy model, are
µcu

∗ and µcv
∗, where µc is the drag coefficient (per unit volume)[44]. Therefore, the Cauchy

momentum equations in soft microchannels are reduced to

− 2ρ∗Ωv∗ = ε0εrE0
d2ψ∗

dz∗2 + µ∗ d2u∗

dz∗2 , 2ρ∗Ωu∗ = µ∗ d2v∗

dz∗2 , −h+ d∗ 6 z∗ 6 0, (15)

−2ρ∗Ωv∗=ε0εrE0
d2ψ∗

dz∗2
−µcu

∗+µ∗d2u∗

dz∗2
, 2ρ∗Ωu∗=µ∗ d2v∗

dz∗2
−µcv

∗, −h 6 z∗ 6−h+d∗. (16)

To simplify the analysis procedure, the following dimensionless parameters are introduced:

u =
u∗

Ueo
, v =

v∗

Ueo
, Ueo =

ε0εrE0ψs

µ
, ω =

ρΩh2

µ
, α = h

√

µc

µ
, (17)

where Ueo is the classical EOF velocity scale in the absence of the rotating effect, ω is the non-
dimensional frequency in the rotating frame, and α denotes the normalized drag coefficient.
Substituting these dimensionless parameters defined in Eq. (17) into Eqs. (15) and (16), we get
the nondimensional Cauchy momentum equations as

d2u

dz2
+ 2ωv = − ψ

λ2
, 2ωu =

d2v

dz2
, −1 + d 6 z 6 0, (18)

d2u

dz2
+ 2ωv − α2u = − ψ

λ2
, 2ωu =

d2v

dz2
− α2v, −1 6 z 6 −1 + d. (19)

To seek the analytical solutions of Eqs. (18) and (19), we introduce a complex function χ(z) =
u(z)+iv(z), in which i denotes the imaginary unit. Thus, the hydrodynamic equations (18) and
(19) can be substituted by the following complex differential equations:

d2χ

dz2
− 2ωiχ = − ψ

λ2
, −1 + d 6 z 6 0, (20)

d2χ

dz2
− (2ωi + α2)χ = − ψ

λ2
, −1 6 z 6 −1 + d. (21)

The appropriate boundary conditions for Eqs. (20) and (21) are











dχ

dz
|z=0 =0, χ

∣

∣

z=(−1+d)+ = χ
∣

∣

z=(−1+d)−,

dχ

dz

∣

∣

z=(−1+d)+ =
dχ

dz

∣

∣

z=(−1+d)−, χ |z=−1 =0.

(22)

Physically, the first boundary condition implies that the velocity is symmetric, and the second
(third) condition in Eq. (22) represents that the velocity (shear stress) is continuous at the FCL-
bulk electrolyte interface. The fourth condition represents that the velocity is under the no-slip
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boundary condition. Combining Eqs. (10), (11) and Eqs. (20)–(22), the analytical solutions of
the velocity are finally obtained as

χ(z) =B1 cosh(
√

2ωiz)+
cosh(z/λ)

(2ωiλ2 − 1) cosh(1/λ)

(

K2 cosh
(d

λ

)

+ζ−K2
)

, −1+d6z60, (23)

χ(z) =B3 cosh(
√

2ωi + α2z) +B4 sinh(
√

2ωi + α2z) +
1

(1 − (α2 + 2ωi)λ2) cosh(1/λ)

·
(

K2 sinhD sinh
(z+1

λ

)

+(K2−ζ) cosh
( z

λ

))

+
K2

(2ωi+α2)λ2
, −16z6−1+d, (24)

where B1, B3, and B4 are constants, and their expressions are given as follows:

B1 =
1√

2ωi sinh(
√

2ωi(−1 + d)) cosh(
√

2ωi + α2)

(

√

2ωi + α2 cosh(
√

2ωi + α2d)B4

+

√
2ωi+α2 sinh(

√
2ωi+α2(−1 + d))(ζ −K2)

1−(α2+2ωi)λ2
− α2λ cosh(

√
2ωi+α2) sinhD

(1−(α2+2ωi)λ2) cosh(1/λ)(2ωiλ2−1)

·
(

K2 cosh
( d

λ

)

+ ζ −K2
)

− K2
√

2ωi + α2 sinh(
√

2ωi + α2(−1 + d))

(2ωi + α2)λ2

)

, (25)

B3 =
1

cosh(
√

2ωi + α2)

(

B4 sinh(
√

2ωi + α2) +
ζ −K2

1 − (α2 + 2ωi)λ2
− K2

(2ωi + α2)λ2

)

, (26)

B4 =
(

√
2ωi sinh(

√
2ωi(−1 + d)) cosh

√
2ωi + α2

(1 − (α2 + 2ωi)λ2) cosh(1/λ)

(

K2 sinhD sinh
(d

λ

)

+ (K2 − ζ) coshD
)

−
√

2ωi sinh(
√

2ωi(−1 + d)) cosh
√

2ωi + α2 coshD

(2ωiλ2 − 1) cosh(1/λ)

(

K2 cosh
(d

λ

)

+ ζ −K2
)

+
√

2ωi sinh(
√

2ωi(−1+d)) cosh(
√

2ωi+α2(−1 + d))
( ζ −K2

1 − (α2+2ωi)λ2
− K2

(2ωi+α2)λ2

)

+
K2

√
2ωi

(α2 + 2ωi)λ2
sinh(

√
2ωi(−1 + d)) cosh(

√

2ωi + α2) − cosh(
√

2ωi(−1 + d))

·
(

√
2ωi + α2 sinh(

√
2ωi + α2(−1 + d))(ζ −K2)

1 − (α2 + 2ωi)λ2

− α2λ sinhD cosh(
√

2ωi + α2)

(2ωiλ2 − 1)(1 − (α2 + 2ωi)λ2) cosh(1/λ)

(

K2 cosh
(d

λ

)

+ ζ −K2
)

− K2
√

2ωi + α2 sinh(
√

2ωi + α2(−1 + d))

(2ωi + α2)λ2

))/(

√

2ωi + α2 cosh(
√

2ωi(−1 + d))

· cosh(
√

2ωi + α2d) −
√

2ωi sinh(
√

2ωi(−1 + d)) sinh(
√

2ωi + α2d)
)

. (27)

The corresponding volume flow rate is obtained as

Q =Qx + iQy = 2

∫ 0

−1

χ(z)dz

=
2B3√

2ωi + α2
(sinh(

√

2ωi + α2(−1 + d)) + sinh(
√

2ωi + α2)) +
2B4√

2ωi + α2
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· (cosh(
√

2ωi + α2(−1 + d)) − cosh(
√

2ωi + α2)) +
2λ

(1 − (α2 + 2ωi)λ2) cosh(1/λ)

·
(

K2 sinhD cosh
( d

λ

)

− (2K2 − ζ) sinhD + (K2 − ζ) sinh
( 1

λ

))

+
2B1√
2ωi

·sinh(
√

2ωi(1 − d))+
2λ sinhD

(2ωiλ2 − 1) cosh(1/λ)

(

K2 cosh
(d

λ

)

+ζ−K2
)

+
2K2d

(2ωi + α2)λ2
. (28)

3 Results and discussion

In the previous section, we have presented the theoretical analysis of the rotating EOF in
a soft microchannel. The analytical solutions for the EDL electrostatic potential, axial and
transverse velocities, and the volume flow rate are derived. These solutions depend greatly
on the corresponding dimensionless parameters defined above. In this section, to further dis-
cuss the obtained results, the ranges of the above mentioned parameters should be given first.
Physically, the fluid density is ρ∗ =103 kg/m3, the dynamic viscosity of the Newtonian fluid is
µ∗ =10−3 kg/(m·s), the height of the microchannel is 2h= 200 µm, and the rotating frequency
Ω is from 0 rps to 103 rps. Therefore, the dimensionless frequency ω changes from 0 to 10.
In addition, the ranges of the other corresponding parameters are presented from a relevant
paper[45]. For example, the nondimensional drag coefficient α changes from 1 to 10, the dimen-
sionless PEL thickness d changes from 0 to 0.1, the dimensionless EDL thickness λ is set to 0.1,
and the equivalent EDL thickness λFCL changes from 0.1 to 0.5. It needs to point out that the
relation d 6 λ 6 λFCL should be satisfied to guarantee the validity of the low zeta potential
approximation[46].

Figure 2 depicts the distributions of the dimensionless electrical potential ψ with d and λFCL.
From Fig. 2(a), it is evident that the electrical potential ψ increases with d. The possible reason
may be that the PEL includes a particular kind of ion and increases the electrical potential in
the entire system, which will be more prominent for larger d. However, Fig. 2(b) shows that
larger λFCL will lead to smaller ψ since larger λFCL implies a weaker FCL ions effect according
to the equation λ∗FCL =(ε0εrkBT /(Ne

2
mZ ))1/2.

  

  

  

Fig. 2 Variations of the electrical potential ψ with the dimensionless height z for different values of
d (λ = 0.1 and α = 10), (a) λFCL = 0.1 and (b) d = 0.1

The variations of the axial and transverse velocities u and v for different d and λFCL are
shown in Fig. 3. Figures 3(a) and 3(b) imply that the thicker the PEL thickness d, the larger
the velocities u and v, when the equivalent EDL thickness λFCL is relatively small (λFCL =
0.1). However, a reversed trend is obtained from Figs. 3(c) and 3(d) for the larger value of
λFCL (λFCL = 0.3). This is due to the twofold effects of the FCL layer on the electrokinetic
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transport. Firstly, the fixed FCL ions increase the electrical potential ψ and the EOF velocity
due to the increasing electroosmotic force. Secondly, there will be a resistive force within the
FCL imparted by the grafted polyelectrolyte, leading to the decrease in the EOF velocity. For
smaller λFCL (see Figs. 3(a) and 3(b)), the concentration of the fixed FCL ions is larger. In
this case, the increasing effect of the EOF velocity caused by the FCL is dominant over the
decreasing effect. Thus, the velocities u and v increase with the FCL thickness d. However,
for the larger value of λFCL (see Figs. 3(c) and 3(d)), the resistive force is more prominent due
to the smaller concentration of the fixed FCL ions. This implies that the velocities u and v
decrease with the increasing FCL thickness d. Moreover, as we have expected, in a special case
of our present results when d = 0, the velocities u and v for a soft microchannel are exactly the
same as the results obtained by Chang and Wang[32] for a rigid parallel plate microchannel.

Fig. 3 Velocity variations with the dimensionless height z for different d (λ = 0.1, ω = 1, and
α = 10), (a) the velocity u (λFCL = 0.1), (b) the velocity v (λFCL = 0.1), (c) the velocity u
(λFCL = 0.3), and (d) the velocity v (λFCL = 0.3)

Figure 4 shows the variations of the axial and transverse velocities with the drag coefficient
α. Figure 4 shows the increase in the drag coefficient α decreases the velocities u and v. This
can be explained that α represents the drag force in the FCL, and larger α implies the larger
resistive force, which results in smaller velocities u and v.

Figure 5 depicts distributions of the axial velocity u and the transverse velocity v for different
values of the nondimensional rotating frequency ω both in a soft microchannel and in a rigid
one. In the legends of Figs. 5(a) and 5(b), the letter S(R) indicates the plots for a soft (rigid)
microchannel. We observe that the velocity u decreases with the increase in ω for both soft
and rigid channels. From Figs. 5(a) and 5(b), for a prescribed lower rotating frequency (ω < 5),
both velocities in the x- and y-axes for a soft channel are smaller than those for a rigid one.
However, for a larger rotating frequency (ω = 5), the main stream velocity u far away from the
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α
α
α

α
α
α

Fig. 4 Velocity variations with the dimensionless height z for different α, (a) the velocity u and (b)
the velocity v (λFCL = 0.1, λ = 0.1, d = 0.1, and ω = 1)

Fig. 5 Velocity variations with the nondimensional rotating angular frequency ω for both soft and
rigid microchannels (α = 10, λFCL = 0.3, d = 0.1, and λ = 0.1), (a) the velocity u and (b) the
velocity v

walls in a soft channel exceeds that in a rigid one. The result is interesting, because in some
applications they need the larger EOF velocity. Based on this situation, for a higher rotating
frequency in a rotating system, we can use a soft microchannel to enhance the main stream
velocity far away from the walls. The reasonable explanation can be that, for a larger rotating
frequency (ω = 5), the axial velocity u is suppressed and even becomes negative near the
microchannel center. In this case, the maximum value of the axial velocity shifts from the
rigid channel center towards the channel boundaries due to the complex interaction between
the electrical force and the Coriolis force[32]. However, for a soft microchannel, due to the
retardation effect of the FCL, the shift phenomenon of the maximum axial velocity towards
the soft microchannel boundaries is confined. In addition, the induced velocity v in the y-axis
is not a monotonic function, and it increases with the rotating frequency ω when ω < 1 and
decreases with the rotating frequency ω when ω > 1.

We define an angle β= arctan(Qy/Qx) to examine the flow rate ratio of the y-axis to the
x-axis. Figures 6 and 7 plot the variations of the flow angle β with the rotating frequency
ω for different α and d, respectively. One may find from Figs. 6 and 7 that for a smaller
rotating frequency ω (0.001 < ω < 0.01), the flow angle β keeps constant with the increase in
ω. However, for larger ω (0.01< ω < 10), the flow angle β decreases with ω. Also, from Figs. 6
and 7, we can see that the parameters α and d have negligible effects on β for ω lower than
3. However, when ω is larger than 3, the parameters α and d have adverse effects on β. From
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Fig. 7, it is seen that the increase in d increases β, and from Fig. 6, the increase in α decreases
β, which can be obtained when ω is larger than 3.

β
/(
)

α
α
α

Fig. 6 Variations of β= arctan(Qy/Qx) as a
function of ω for different α (λFCL =
0.1, λ = 0.1, and d = 0.1)

β
/(
)

Fig. 7 Variations of β=arctan(Qy/Qx) as a
function of ω for different d (λFCL = 0.5,
λ = 0.1, and α = 10)

4 Conclusions

In the present work, the rotating EOF in the PEL covered parallel plate microchannels is
investigated theoretically. After discussing the results, we obtain important conclusions. Firstly,
for a smaller equivalent EDL thickness λFCL(λFCL = 0.1), a larger value of PEL thickness d
leads to larger axial and transverse velocities. However, a reversed trend is obtained for larger
λFCL(λFCL = 0.3). Secondly, the velocities in both directions decrease with the increase in the
drag coefficient α. For lower rotating frequencies (ω < 5) and larger λFCL(λFCL = 0.3), both
velocities in x- and y-axes for a soft channel are smaller than those for a rigid one. However, for
a larger rotating frequency (ω = 5), the velocity u in the x-axis for a soft microchannel exceeds
that for a rigid one near the channel center (λFCL = 0.3). Finally, the flow angle β (the flow
rate ratio of the y-axis to the x-axis) increases with the FCL thickness d and decreases with
the drag coefficient α for a given rotating frequency ω (ω > 3).
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