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Summary. This study adds CuO and Al2O3 nano particles and antifoam respectively into cooling engine

oil. A comparison is made between their heat transfer performance and that of oil without adding such

substances. The experimental platform is a real-time four-wheel-drive (4WD) transmisson system. It

adopts advanced rotary blade coupling (RBC), where a high local temperature occurs easily at high

rotating speed. Therefore, it is imperative to improve the heat transfer efficiency. Any resolution to such

problems requires a thorough understanding of the thermal behavior of the rotating flow field within the

power transmission system. The experiment measures the temperature distribution of RBC exterior at four

different rotating speeds (400rpm, 800rpm, 1200rpm and 1600rpm), simulating the conditions of a real car

at different rotating speeds and investigating the optimum possible compositions of a nanofluid for higher

heat transfer performance.

Nomenclature

~a acceleration

F
*

body force

kf fluid thermal conductivity, W/m�C
Nu Nusselt number ð¼ 2qinri=ðTw � T1Þkf Þ
P pressure

qin heat input, W/m2

ri inner radius, m

ro outer radius, m

rm mean radius, m ð¼ ðro þ riÞ=2Þ
~r particle’s position

T temperature, �C
Ta Taylor number ð¼ X2rmðro � riÞ3=m2Þ
t time
~V particle’s velocity

Greek symbol

d deviation of the Nu vs. Ta correlation, seen in Table 2

U scalar function, seen in Eq. (5)

X angular speed (rad/s)

l dynamic viscosity

q fluid density

m kinematic viscosity

n vorticity
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Subscripts

o hydrostatic condition

w wall

1 surrounding

Superscripts

0 variation quantity

1 Introduction

With the rapid development of the automobile industry and the improvement of living standards,

the automobile, a traditional transportationmeans, now plays an increasing sport and recreational

role and the demand for all-terrain four-wheel-drive (4WD) vehicles is booming. The development

of 4WD vehicles has experienced full time and part time driving. It was not until recently that real

time 4WD technology became available. It combines the features of sedans and those of 4WD

off-roadvehicles, adopting forwardwheel drive (FWD)on smooth roads and4WDonrugged roads

and slippery roads. All the power transmission can be automatically performed instantly [1], [2].

The present power transmission system of advanced 4WD vehicles is RBC, which drives the

vehicle by its forward wheels on smooth roads to achieve better operating performance and

save fuel, and is capable of transmitting power to the rear wheels instantly and without human

interference as forward wheels have a rotating difference on rugged roads to prevent skidding.

The design of RBC is so precise that its rotating components may be damaged by excessive

thermal stress if the local high temperature is higher than 266�F. The system malfunction may

prevent the power from being transmitted to the rear wheels, consequently severely affecting the

vehicle performance. Moreover, the RBC is irreparable and any damage requires replacement

altogether, which is very costly. Therefore, the development of highly efficient cooling tech-

nology to contain the excessive thermal stress on the components of the power transmission

system has become an important problem in the research on heat transfer.

Generally, the heat transfer performance of solid metals is far better than that of liquids. At

room temperature, the thermal conductivity of copper is about 700 times higher than water, and

3000 times higher than cooling oil. It is evident that adding suspending solid metal particles into a

liquid can dramatically enhance the heat transferring performance of liquid. Maxwell [3] theo-

retically predicted that the addition of suspending round particles could effectively enhance heat

transfer efficiency about 100 years ago. The test for industrial application, which was performed

by Liu and others [4] in 1998, covered the effects of particle size, volume, and flow rate upon heat

transfer.However, the particles in the test were all reckoned bymillimeter andmicron and, as they

moved with the liquid within tubes, they easily jammed and wore them. In 1995, Choi [5] first

proposed to call a liquid containing nano-particles nanofluid. This means adding suspended

nanocrystalline particles into such liquids as water or oil. Recent research findings showed that

the characteristics of particles whose size is less than 100nm are much different from those of

previousmillimeter andmicron sizes. The nano size ofmetal particlesmakes themmore like liquid

atoms moving, enhancing liquid stability instead of jamming tubes. As far as heat transfer per-

formance is concerned, as the volume of the occupied channel is fixed, 10nm particles, whose

surface area per volume is 1000 times bigger than that of 10lm particles, are more propitious in

terms of heat conduction and heat convection.
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Eastman et al. [6] found that, under experimental conditions, adding CuO nano particles into

water at different ratios could dramatically enhance heat transfer performance. For example,

adding 4% CuO nano particles improved the heat transferring efficiency by 50%. Furthermore,

there was no deposit in the liquid although the densities of metal particles and liquid were

different. These findings showed that nano metal particles are very compatible with liquids and

no separation occurs. The research made by Lee and his team [7] revealed that a nanofluid could

obviously enhance heat transfer. According to their test, the heat transferring efficiency of a

nanofluid containing 4.3%Al2O3 was increased by 30%. This is because not only metal particles

on nano level increase their surface area, but their characteristics are also very close to those of

the liquid. More stable performance and enhanced heat transfer can be provided by mixing them

up with lubricant. Wang and Xu [8] adopted steady-state plating in measuring the heat transfer

efficiency of nanofluids in their research on the heat transfer performance of nanofluids. They

mixed CuO and Al2O3 with water, engine oil, and glycerin to make nanofluids. Their experi-

ments proved that the heat transfer efficiency of nanofluids was evidently higher than that of

traditional liquids without adding nano metal particles. Based on relevant experimental results,

they established some empirical formulas about heat transfer performance, which were very

helpful for related workers. Keblinski et al. [9] in 2001 explored the relationship between the size

of the particles and the heat transfer performance of liquid. They proved that the heat transfer

efficiency increased as the size of the particles decreased. The transfer of heat would be very fast

as the size reached the nano level thanks to the charge distribution of nano atoms.

Lubricant nanofluid could not only improve lubricant performance, but also decrease fric-

tion. Some researchers have many fruitful findings in this field. Li et al. [10] conducted

experiments on lubricant nanofluids containing powdered IrO2 and ZrO2 of nano structure and

found that the friction on the surface of 100C6 steel was remarkably improved. Under micro-

structural analysis, the lubricant nanofluids had excellent performance. Therefore, this team

held that nanofluid could effectively decrease friction.

To make the experimental conditions match the real operation as close as possible, apart

from taking the Ro–number and actual geometrical parameters, the real RBC of a power

transmission system of a real-time 4WD vehicle is adopted. The research subject of cooling

characteristics is the power transmission system of actual parameters and sizes. The test would

provide reference to the actual engineering design. Apart from measuring overall heat trans-

ferring coefficients, local heat transferring coefficients are also measured to understand the

effects of local high temperature on the blades.

2 Theoretical analysis

The acceleration of moving particles in the rotating flow field can be expressed as

~a ¼ d V
*

dt
¼ @

2 r
*

@t2
þ 2 X

*

� @ r
*

@t

 !
þ @ X

*

@t
� r

*

0
@

1
Aþ X

*

�ðX
*

�V
*

Þ þ a
*

o; ð1Þ

where ao

* � d Vo

*

dt
. X
*

�ðX
*

�V
*

Þ in Eq. (1) is the centripetal acceleration, and 2ðX
*

� @ r
*

@t
Þ is the

Corolis acceleration.

As for a Newtonian fluid, its momentum conservation can be expressed in vector mode as

q
D V
*

Dt
¼ �rPþ q F

*

þlr2 V
*

þ l
3
rðr � V

*

Þ: ð2Þ
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Assuming r � V
*

¼ 0 under incompressible flow condition, Eq. (2) can be simplified as

D V
*

Dt
¼ � 1

q
rPþ F

*

þmr2 V
*

; ð3Þ

where, taking no account of the body force, it can be deduced from Eqs. (1) and (3) that

D V
*

Dt
þ 2ðX

*

�V
*

Þ þ X
*

�ðX
*

� r
*Þ

� �
þ Ao

� �
¼ � 1

q
rPþ mr2 V

*

; ð4Þ

where ½ðX
*

�ðX
*

� r
*ÞÞ þ Ao� is a conservative force field and can be expressed by

rU � ðX
*

�ðX
*

� r
*ÞÞ þ Ao, where U is a scalar function. Then Eq. (4) can be simplified as

D V
*

Dt
þ 2ðX

*

�V
*

Þ � r P

q
þ U

� �
þ mr2 V

*

: ð5Þ

Taking curl in Eq. (5) yields

Dn
Dt
¼ ðn � rÞV

*

þmr2n� 2r� ðX
*

�V
*

Þ; ð6Þ

where the vorticity n � r� V
*

.

Presume that, under hydrostatic state, V=0, P ¼ Po þ P0, and q ¼ qo þ q0. The subscript o

stands for the hydrostatic condition, the superscript 0 is the variance of the disturbance. The

relational expression q ¼ qo 1� qðT � ToÞ½ � can be obtained by Boussinesq approximation.

Substituting the relational expressions for P and q into Eq. (5) yields

D V
*

Dt
þ 2ðX

*

�V
*

Þ ¼ � 1

q
rP0 þ bðT � ToÞrUþ mr2 V

*

; ð7Þ

and substituting Eq. (7) into Eq. (6) then results in

Dn
Dt

¼ ðn � rÞV
*

þ mr2n þ 2ðX � rÞ~V þ r� ½b T � Toð Þr/�:

(I) (II) (III) (IV) (V)

ð8Þ

Equation (8) is the famous Helmholtz equation of hydrodynamics [11]. (I) stands for the

acceleration term; (II) represents the vortex stretching term; (III) stands for the viscous diffu-

sion term; and (IV) and (V) are vorticity generation terms generated by the Corolis force and

the centrifugal force, respectively.

It can be found in Eq. (8) that within a heat rotary channel, the Corolis force and the centrifugal

buoyant force effect play an important role in the flow field. The Corolis acceleration forms a

couple of vortices normal to themain flow field, which help to enhance themixing of the flow field

and achieve a better heat transfer effect. The buoyant force effect occurs as the rotary cooling

channel rotates at high speedand the temperature of the cooling liquid changes remarkably. It also

interacts with the shaft position and the flow direction of the main flow field.

3 Experimental apparatus and procedures

3.1 Experimental apparatus

As shown in Fig. 1, the platform used in this experiment is specially designed for the test of

adding transmission case oil containing nano particles into the oil duct of the RBC. Table 1
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lists the composition of nano particles for various cases. The experimental system can be

roughly divided into a testing section, the rotating main shaft and the data acquiring system.

The test section is the RBC of the central differential gear of Tribute 3:0 L, Mazda’s latest

real-time 4WD vehicle. Twelve temperature-measuring points are distributed evenly on the

upper and lower (top and bottom) parts, respectively, along the testing section’s axial direction,

measuring the temperature distribution on the exterior top and bottom of the RBC. A pho-

tograph of the test section is shown in Fig. 2. For the radial direction, 12 points are selected

every 30 degrees to measure the temperature distribution in the radial direction of the RBC.

The temperature measured at each point is the local temperature of that part. The power of the

rotating main shaft is supplied by a high-speed alternating current (AC) motor and the rotating

speed is controlled by a frequency converter. This is to simulate the actual rotation. The system

was driven by a five-HP high-speed AC motor (220 V, three-phase). Its maximum safe rotating

speed is 3420 rpm. The rotating speed is read by a covered tachometer (KYODO DENKI

ATAC-152 type). The drive of the high-speed motor is transmitted by a double-groove pulley

and V-type belt.

The thermal elements are made of a blue wire (copper wire) and a red wire (constantan wire,

55%Cu, 45%Ni). The copper wire and the constantan wire must be welded and measured by an

avometer to make sure that resistances of the thermal elements are identical. The thermal

elements were placed on the exterior of the RBC and fixed with thermally conductive adhesive

(OMEGA BOND 200 type).

1. Tachometer
2. Motor
3. Inverter
4. Rotary blade coupling
5. Rear differential
6. Data recorder
7. Computer

1
4

5

6 7
23

1600

Fig. 1. Experimental setup

Table 1. Contents of nanofluids

Case Particle Concentration (wt%)

I CuO 4.4 %

II Al2O3 4.4 %

III Antifoam 0.5 %

Heat transfer enhancement of nanofluids 15



The relationship between wall temperature and input power (qin) by a direct current power

supply must be established to evaluate the heat transfer value. Take a block of aluminum

alloy with similar material and shape to those of the testing section. The ranges of voltage

and current are 5.0 V–30.0 V and 0.27 A–1.54 A, respectively. The voltage and current

values of each experiment can be used to estimate the input power. This test is performed in

an insulated environment. After the temperature becomes stable, one corresponding tem-

perature value is acquired. This way, the relationship between wall temperature and heat

input can be established. The desired result of this experiment is a linear relational

expression in the form:

qin ¼ 0:383T � 0:267: ð9Þ

3.2 Experimental procedures

Each component of the experimental apparatus is interrelated with the others, and a certain

operational sequence should be obeyed to ensure the accuracy and the safety of persons in-

volved. Therefore, the experimental procedures are laid out as follows:

(1) Add 40g nano particles with 860g engine oil to concoct the mixed liquid as a weight

percentage concentration of 4.4%. Add this working liquid into the oil channel of the

RBC.

(2) Make sure that the screws of each rotary component are fastened and each airproof

component is well secured.

(3) Turn on the air conditioner and set the room temperature to 20�C. Turn on various

instruments. Make sure that each of them can read relevant signals properly to prevent the

occurrence of any erroneous message.

(4) Turn on the data recorder and make sure that the temperature reading at each temper-

ature-measuring point is correct. Then start to monitor the temperature and set the timer

to 60 minutes.

(5) Print out the temperatures at each temperature-measuring point. Then activate the fre-

quency converter and adjust the rotating speed of the motor to the intended speed and

turn on the timer simultaneously.

(6) Test operators should monitor the operation of the platform throughout the process and

stop it immediately if any malfunction occurs.

Fig. 2. Photograph of test section
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(7) Print out the temperatures of each temperature-measuring point immediately as the test

reaches 60 minutes at steady state.

(8) After printing, reduce the rotating speed to 200 rpm. Turn off the frequency converter and

the motor when the temperature within the RBC drops.

3.3 Uncertainty analysis

In this experiment, Coleman and Steele [12] is referenced for the uncertainty analysis, with the

data-reduction formula

R ¼ f ðx1;x2;x3; . . . ;xnÞ; ð10Þ
where R are calculated parameters and xn are measured parameters. Also, the uncertainty of

the calculated parameters can be represented as

dR ¼
Xn

k¼1

@R

@Xk

dXk

� �2
" #1=2

; ð11Þ

where dXk ¼ �Xk.
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Fig. 3. Axial temperature distribution with various Taylor numbers at the top zone
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The uncertainty of measured parameters and calculated parameters in the experimental pro-

cedure can be expressed as R ¼ R� dR. Uncertainties in the Taylor number, temperature

distribution and the Nusselt number were estimated as �1:86%, �3:21% and �4:73%,

respectively.

4 Results and discussion

Using automatic transmission oil without adding nano particles and three mixed liquids (Case I

to Case III) at four different rotating speeds, this experiment measures the temperature dis-

tribution in radial and axial direction on the exterior surface of the RBC. Then the heat transfer

performance of automatic transmission oil without nano particles is compared to that of two

mixed cooling oils and cooling oil mixed only with antifoam. This is in an effort to find the

desirable mixed liquid with the best heat transfer performance. To simulate the actual operation

of a vehicle, the exterior temperature of the rotary blade coupling is measured as the rotating

40 64

62

60

58

56

54

52

50

48

46

38

36

34

32

Ta=31739
No nano particle

Case I

Case II

Case III

No nano particle

Case I

Case II

Case III

No nano particle

Case I

Case II

Case III

No nano particle

Case I

Case II

Case III

Ta=285648

Ta=126954

Bottom zone

Ta=507818

Bottom zone

Bottom zoneBottom zone

T
(°C)

T
(°C)

T
(°C)

T
(°C)

30

28

26

24

22
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90100110120

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90100110120 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90100110120

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90100110120

X (mm) X (mm)

X (mm)X (mm)

56 72

70

68

66

64

62

60

58

56

54

54

52

50

48

46

44

42

40

38

a c

db

Fig. 4. Axial temperature distribution with various Taylor numbers at the bottom zone
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speeds are at 400, 800, 1200 and 1600 rpm in an attempt to find the rotational speed effect. The

analysis of the measured results is as follows.

The temperature distribution in Fig. 2 shows an alternating vibration phenomenon, which is

closely related with the Taylor vortex in hydrodynamics. A Taylor vortex occurs within a small

gap where the inner cylinder rotates while the outer cylinder remains at rest (this is similar to

the operation of the RBC). Consequently, two vortex flows of opposite directions are produced.

At the axial direction, the flows go toward and away from the interior wall of the RBC, which is

called the secondary flow. As cooling oil flows to the interior wall of the RBC, the temperature

drops because of the cooling effect of the liquid impact, while at the other direction, as the oil

flows away from the interior wall, the cooling effect is less effective and the temperature of the

component remains high. Accordingly, the temperature at the radial direction varies. The flow

field in this case resembles that of the leading edge and trailing edge in a rotating channel. In

this study, the secondary flow of the rotating flow field is produced by the Corolis force. The

cooling effect on the trailing edge is better than that on the leading edge. This phenomenon is

generated by the secondary flow pattern.
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A comparison between Fig. 3a–d finds that as the Taylor number increases (from Ta=31739 to

Ta=507818), the top temperature also rises from 30�C to 60�C. It could be found that as the

rotating speed increases onefold, the average temperature would rise about 10�C. Substitute
this into Eq. (9) and the corresponding qin and Nu values are acquired. The amplitude of

temperature vibration generated by Taylor vortex also increases with the rise of the Ta value.

This means that the temperature distribution is uneven and hot spots are apt to appear at high

rotating speed operation. Hot spots tend to cause the concentration of heat stress at certain

parts and affect the performance of the overall rotary blade coupling. Moreover, it is also found

that the temperature rises at the axial direction because the rotary blade coupling is affected by

the hotter differential gear at its back.

Comparing Case I and Case III in Fig. 3a–d, it is found that the lowest temperature belongs

to oil with CuO nano particles (Case I), followed by that with Al2O3 (Case II) and oil without

any addition. The highest temperature is obtained for oil with antifoam (Case III). Antifoam is

added to prevent air from mixing with the engine oil as the blade rotates as it can help bubbles

break or separate, decreasing the internal pressure of the rotating component. However, the

heat transfer performance of the antifoam is bad enough to make the engine oil less capable of
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transfering heat. Taking the machine oil without any addition as the standard, it can be found

that as Ta increases, the difference between Case I, Case II and oil without addition diminishes,

which suggests that as the rotating speed increases, the heat transfer effect of the two kinds of

nano particles decreases remarkably. As the Taylor number reaches a certain threshold value,

the Taylor vortex effect that generates the vibrating temperature distribution is effectively

contained by the increasing convection effect. The temperature difference of Case II and oil

without addition also increases with the increase of the Taylor number.

Figure 4a–d shows the axial temperature distribution at the bottom part for various Taylor

numbers. Figure 5a–d shows the radial temperature distribution for various Taylor numbers.

The results are similar to those of Fig. 3a–d in terms of the rising extent of temperature at

different Taylor numbers, the temperature sequence from Cass I to Case III, and the temper-

ature rise caused by the differential gear behind the rotating shaft. At three different locations

of the top zone along the axial direction (X=5 mm, 55 mm and 115 mm), the temperature

distributions in the case of Case I to Case III at different Taylor numbers are shown in Fig. 6a–c

and calculated Nu values at X=5 mm, 55 mm and 115 mm are shown in Fig. 7a–c. An effective

empirical correlation can be established as follows:
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Nu ¼ C1TaC2 : ð10Þ

This empirical equation can be provided as a reference to researchers on relevant issues.

Relating corresponding coefficients and error values are listed in Table 2.

5 Conclusion

This study adds CuO and Al2O3 nano particles and antifoam, respectively, into automatic

transmission oil. Then a comparison is made between their heat transfer performance and that

of oil without adding such substances. The experiment measures the temperature distribution of

the RBC exterior at four different rotating speeds (400 rpm, 800 rpm, 1200 rpm and 1600 rpm).

The experimental results show that CuO has the lowest temperature distribution both at high

and low rotating speed and accordingly the best heat transfer effect. Antifoam has the highest

temperature distribution in the same conditions and accordingly the worst heat transfer effect.

As the rotating speed increases, the Taylor vortex effect, which generates a vibrating temper-

ature distribution, becomes less remarkable. This is because the increasing convection effect

contains the Taylor vortex. Finally, an empirical correlation expression between the Ta number

and the heat transfer coefficient was established, and it is helpful for the guiding reference of

related automobile designers and researchers.
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