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Abstracts
African trypanosomiasis has continued to threaten human health and economical development (Kuzoe Acta Trop 54:153–162,
1993; WHO J Tsetse Tryp Info Quart 3:4–9, 2000). It is caused by parasitic protozoa of the genus Trypanosoma (Adeiza et al. J
Med Plant Res 4(17):1770–1777, 2010), and the distribution corresponds with that of tsetse flies. Effects of aqueous leaf extracts
of Loranthus micranthus on hematological parameters of albino rats infected with Trypanosoma brucei bruceiwere investigated
for 28 days using standard methods. The HB, PCV, RBC, and its indices (MCH, MCV, and MCHC) of the infected rats
significantly decreased (P < 0.05) at various dose levels of the extracts when compared with the control groups. The WBC
counts of the treatment groups and those of the negative control group showed significant increases (P < 0.05) in all the weeks
when compared with the normal control. The WBC differentials revealed that neutrophils were significantly higher (P < 0.05) in
the test group in comparison with the positive control group at week 3; however, lymphocytes, eosinophils, and basophils were
not significantly different (P > 0.05) from the positive control in week 3. Furthermore, minimal increases in theWBC differentials
were observed in the group administered 800 mg/kg of the plant extract. The present study showed that all test rats and the
negative control group died from the resultant overwhelming parasitemia at week 4 unlike the case of those administered the
standard drug, which is an indication that the extract lacks anti-trypanocidal activity. Thus, the aqueous leaf extract of Loranthus
micranthus is an inadequate anti-trypanosomal agent.
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Introduction

African trypanosomiasis has been a threat to human health
and economical development (Kuzoe 1993; WHO 2000).
Trypanosomiasis is a lethal disease which affects both man
and animals, and it is caused by a parasitic protozoa of the
genus Trypanosoma (Adeiza et al. 2010). The distribution of
trypanosomiasis corresponds roughly with that of tsetse flies.
Trypanosomiasis, which is also known as sleeping sickness, is
caused by Trypanosoma brucei gambiense and or
Trypanosoma brucei rhodesiense following an infective bite

from tsetse fly (Welburn et al. 2001; Haydon et al. 2002;
WHO 2006). However, up to 80% of the Nigerian land mass
is infested by the vector of the parasite, tsetse fly. Presently,
the disease in cattle has been on the increase due to the menace
of the vector, drug resistance and presence of other hematoph-
agous flies (Holmes 2000). Transmission of this parasite is
mostly through the bite of an infected tsetse fly; other ways
include mother to child transmission through the placenta,
mechanical transmission through other blood sucking insects
(though it is difficult to assess the epidemiological impact of
this mode of transmission), accidental transmissions/infection
due to pricks from contaminated needles in the laboratory
(Seed 1998; WHO 2006; Kennedy 2006).

Pathogenic trypanosome infections of domestic animals in
sub-Saharan African largely account for the low livestock pro-
ductivity in the continent thus, making it an important priority
for the agricultural and biomedical and public agencies (Aliyu
et al. 2010). The parasites infestation constitutes the greatest
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single constraint to livestock and crop production thereby di-
rectly contributing to hunger, poverty, protein malnutrition, and
suffering of entire communities in Africa. This is as its name
suggest, infected people tend to sleep a lot, leading to loss of
man hours that could have been applied to productive farm
work (Murray 1994; Aroke et al. 1998; Jodi et al. 2011).

Chemotherapy of trypanosomiasis infection is dependent on
the stage of infection (that is whether it is chronic and or acute
infection). Normally, the drugs used in the initial stage of the
disease infection are of lower toxicity and easier to administer
(Burri et al. 2000; Chappuis et al. 2005). The earlier the disease
is identified, the better the prospect of a cure. Treatment success
in the second stage of infection (that is, the advanced stage)
depends on a drug that can cross the blood–brain barrier to
reach the parasite. Some of the drugs used include pentamidine,
suramin, and eflornithine (Burri et al. 2000; Chappuis et al.
2005; WHO 2008). Despite the efficacious nature of these
drugs, researchers have directed their energies to screen local
medicinal plants as potential trypanocides. Although some
herbal formula such as Jubi herbal formula and African herbal
formula among others are already in circulation, efforts are
made to develop effective drugs frommedicinal plants for both
the management and treatment of trypanosomiasis (Okochi
et al. 2003; Erah et al. 2003).

Plant extract and its parts are good sources of medicine in
traditional African societies and beyond (Obasi et al. 2011).
The dependence on herbal medicine apparently diminished
with the advent of orthodox medication. The benefit from
alternative medicine, especially in the developing parts of
the world were limited by lack of scientific basis, warranting
that the quality and consistency of the alternative medicines be
ascertained and maintained for their maximal use and efficacy
(Ukoha et al. 2011). The African mistletoe, Loranthus
micranthus Linn., is a ubiquitous hemi parasitic plant that
thrives well in tropical climates (Obatomi et al. 1996). It de-
pends on its host for mineral salts and water but can photo-
synthesize its own carbohydrates. Mistletoe grows on a wide
range of evergreen and deciduous trees. Host plants of mistle-
toe include Persea americana, Kola accuminata, Baphia
nitida, Treculia africana, etc. (Nzekwe et al. 2009).
Mistletoe has a long history of traditional use for a wide range
of diseases such as diabetes, diarrhea, and epilepsy.

Due to its medicinal value/uses and pharmacological activ-
ities, mistletoe has been revealed to have a great potential for
its use in various systemic and non-systemic infections due to
bacteria and fungi (Osadebe and Ukwueze 2004).

Objective of the study Due to the medicinal value/uses and
pharmacological activities of mistletoe, this study is therefore
designed to investigate the effects of aqueous leaf extracts of
African mistletoe, Loranthus micranthus, on hematological
profile of albino rats infected with Trypanosoma brucei
brucei.

Materials and methods

The reagents used for this research were all of analytical
grades.

Collection and preparation of L. micranthus extract

Fresh leaves of L. micranthus were procured from the forests
around Obukpa, a community in Nsukka Local Government
area of Enugu State from the host tree (Kola accuminata). The
plant was identified by a plant biologist in the Department of
Plant Biology and Biotechnology, University of Nigeria,
Nsukka. The leaves were collected, weighed, and shade dried
for 2 weeks. The weight of the dried leaves was reweighed
using an electronic weighing balance (Metller, PC 2000).
After shade drying, the dry leaves were pulverized into fine
powder using a laboratory milling machine (Honda: model
622, China). About 500 g of the powdered materials was
soaked in 1000 ml of distilled water and allowed to stand for
24 h at room temperature, with intermittent shaking to in-
crease the extraction capacity. The decoction was filtered
using a muslin cloth (60-mesh sieve), concentrated with rotary
evaporator at 60 °C and then oven-dried at the same temper-
ature to completely evaporate the water. Weighed samples of
the extract was redissolved in normal saline and used to pre-
pare the stock solution for oral administration to the animals
according to their body weights.

Procurement and management of experimental
animals

Adult male albino rats were obtained from Genetic and
Animal Breeding Laboratory of the Department of Zoology
and Environmental Biology, University of Nigeria, Nsukka.
They were kept in stainless wire-rat cages equipped with
drinkers and fecal collecting trays, in a clean experimental
animal house. The rats were fed commercial growers chick
mash (18% crude protein) made by Vital Feeds Nigeria
Limited and clean drinking water, and allowed to get acclima-
tized for 14 days before the start of the experiment. The ani-
mals were allowed free access to food and water ad libitum.
The fecal droppings in the tray were removed daily. The ex-
perimental rats were handled in strict compliance with recom-
mendation by the Committee and the International Guidelines
for Handling of Laboratory Animals (Derrell 1996).

Experimental design

Seventy-two rats were assigned into six groups (A, B, C, D, E,
and F) of 12 rats per group with each group comprising 3
replicates of 4 rats per replicate. Groups A, B, and C served
as the treatment groups while groups D, E, and F were the
negative, positive, and normal control groups, respectively.
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Three different concentrations of the aqueous extract were
administered to the different treatment groups according to
their bodyweight. GroupAwas given 400mg/kg bodyweight
of the leaf extract, while groups B and C were administered
800 mg/kg and 1200 mg/kg, respectively. The negative con-
trol (group D) also regarded as infected and untreated group
and normal control groups (group F) were given 1 ml/kg body
weight of normal saline according to their body weights. The
positive control groups (group E) were inoculated and treated
with a standard drug (dimenazene aceturate) also known as
berenil, according to their body weight. All doses were ad-
ministered once daily orally for 28 days (4 weeks) for all the
groups using gastric gavage.

Determination of hematological profiles

Hemoglobin (Hb), red blood cells (RBCs), and white blood
cells (WBCs) were determined using the method of Sood
(2006) and packed cell volume (PCV) using the method of
Coles (1986). Red cell indices are determined using the meth-
od of Bakers et al. (2001), and differential white blood cells
were determined using the method of Cheesbrough (2005).

Statistical analysis

Data accumulated was analyzed using the GENSTAT (VSN
International, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, UK). One-way
ANOVA was used to test the effect of treatment, whereas a
two-way ANOVA was used to determine the interactive ef-
fects of treatment and duration. Duncan’s multiple range test
was used in the separation of means of the different treatment
groups. All results were expressed as mean ± standard error of
mean (SEM), while values were considered significant at
P < 0.05.

Results

Effects of aqueous leaf extract of L. micranthus
on PCV, Hb, RBC, and WBC of albino rats on weekly
basis

Table 1 shows the weekly effects of aqueous leaf extract of
L. micranthus on the PCV, Hb, RBC, and WBC levels of
albino rats. From the table, there were significant decreases
(P < 0.05) in PCV levels of all the groups (A–D) when com-
pared with week 0, though they were not dose dependent.
However, group E showed a significant increase (P < 0.05)
at week 1 when compared with the baselines (week 0).
Taking into account the effect of duration of treatment on
the rats, there was no significant difference (P > 0.05) at weeks
1 and 2 when compared with the control except groups E and
B which showed a significant decrease (P < 0.05) at weeks 1

and 2, respectively. However, at week 3, the PCV levels of all
the groups (A–D) significantly decreased (P < 0.05) when
compared with the control. There was a time-dependent and
significant decrease (P < 0.05) in Hb levels of rats in groups
A, B, and D from weeks 1 to 3 while group C showed a
significant decrease (P < 0.05) at weeks 1 and 3 when com-
pared with the baseline, though not time dependent. However,
there was a minimal increase in group E from weeks 1 to 4
when compared with the baselines (week 0). On the effect of
treatments, there was an overall dose-independent and signif-
icant decrease (P > 0.05) in groups A–D in all the weeks when
compared with normal control groups except A, C, and D
which showed no level of significance (P > 0.05) at week 2.
No significant difference was observed in group E when com-
pared with the control. The RBC levels in the rats showed a
time dependent and significant decrease (P < 0.05) in groups
A–D from weeks 1 to 3 when compared with week 0 (base-
line). However, group E significantly decreased (P < 0.05) at
weeks 1 and 2 and increased from weeks 3 to 4 when com-
pared with week 0. On the effect of treatment, there was no
dose-dependent significant difference (P > 0.05) for all the
treatment groups when compared with the normal control ex-
cept groups A and E which showed a significant decrease
(P < 0.05) at week 2. However, at week 3, there were signif-
icant decreases in the RBC levels of all the groups (A–E)
when compared with the control. Also, there was significant
increases (P < 0.05) in the WBC levels of rats in groups B and
D at weeks 1 and 3 and group C at weeks 1 to 3, when
compared with the baselines (week 0). The standard control
(group E) showed a significant increase (P < 0.05) at weeks 1,
2, and 4. In the effect of treatment, there was no significant
increase (P > 0.05) though dose dependent in groups A–D
except group B which showed a significant increase
(P < 0.05) at weeks 2 and 3 and group C at week 2 only, when
compared with the normal control. However group E showed
significant decreases (P < 0.05) at weeks 1, 2, and 4 when
compared with the control.

Effects of aqueous leaf extract of L. micranthus on red
cell indices of albino rats on weekly basis

Table 2 shows the weekly effects of the aqueous extracts
L. micranthus on the mean cell volume (MCV), mean cell
hemoglobin (MCH), and mean cell hemoglobin concentration
(MCHC) in the albino rats. However, time-independent sig-
nificant differences (P < 0.05) were observed in MCV levels
in all the groups (A, C, and D) at weeks 2, 3, and 2 when
compared with week 0. Group E showed a marked significant
difference (P < 0.05) from weeks 1 to 4 when compared with
the control. Similarly, in the effects of treatment, no overall
significant difference (P > 0.05) was observed in the groups
from weeks 1 to 4 when compared with the normal control.
Moreover, there were significant increases (P > 0.05)
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observed in MCH levels in groups A, C, and D at weeks 2, 1,
and 2, respectively, when compared with week 0 (Table 2).
However, significant increases (P < 0.05) were also observed
in group E from weeks 1 to 3 but decreased at week 4 when
compared with week 0. On the effect of treatment, there was a
dose-independent and significant decrease (P > 0.05) in
groups B at weeks 1and 2, and significant increase
(P > 0.05) in group E at week 2 and groups B to E at week 3
when compared with the normal control group. Also, there
was a significant decrease (P < 0.05) in groups A and D and
increase in group B at weeks 1 to 3 when compared with week
0 (Table 2). Also, there was a significant decrease (P < 0.05) in
the level of MCHC in group E at week 1 when compared with
week 0. Similarly, except group A, there was significant de-
creases (P < 0.05) in all the groups at week 1 in the effects of
treatment when compared with the control, same occurred in
A and D at week 2 and B at week 3 when compared with the
normal control.

Effects of aqueous leaf extract of L. micranthus
on differential white blood cell of albino rats
on weekly basis

The results of the weekly effects of the aqueous extracts of
L. micranthus on the neutrophil, lymphocyte, eosinophil, ba-
sophil, and monocyte levels of albino rats are shown in
Table 3. There was no overall time-dependent and significant
different (P > 0.05) in neutrophil levels of the treatment
groups (A–C) when compared with week 0. Moreover, there
were significant increases (P < 0.05) in group D at weeks 1
and 3 and group E at weeks 1, 2, and 4 when compared with
week 0. In the effect of treatment, there was no significant
increase (P > 0.05) in groups A–D except group B which
showed a significant increase (P < 0.05) at week 3 when com-
pared with the normal control. However, group E showed
significant increase (P < 0.05) at week 1 when compared with
the control. Furthermore, there was no significant difference

Table 1 Effects of aqueous leaf extract of L. micranthus on PCV, Hb, RBC, and WBC of albino rats on weekly basis

Parameters Treatments Duration (weeks)

0 1 2 3 4

PCV (%) A (400 mg/kg) 38.17 ± 0.621a 26.67 ± 1.202b 27.00 ± 9.002ab 0.00 ± 0.003c *

B (800 mg/kg) 37.67 ± 0.711a 30.67 ± 2.182b 20.00 ± 1.003b 20.50 ± 0.503b *

C (1200 mg/kg) 38.00 ± 0.571a 27.00 ± 4.612b 32.00 ± 1.0012ab 28.00 ± 5.002b *

D (infected and untreated) 38.42 ± 0.551a 30.00 + 2.082b 26.00 ± 2.002ab 20.50 ± 0.503b *

E (standard drug) 37.25 ± 0.712a 46.33 ± 2.021a 43.67 ± 6.4812a 39.67 ± 2.0212a 43.67 ± 2.18612a

F (normal control) 38.31 ± 0.641a 38.69 ± 2.411b 39.12 ± 2.011a 39.28 ± 1.001a 38.33 ± 2.1001a

Hb (g/dl) A (400 mg/kg) 13.083 ± 0.251a 9.000 ± 0.362b 9.05 ± 2.952ab * *

B (800 mg/kg) 12.967 ± 0.251a 10.37 ± 0.712b 7.20 ± 0.503b 6.475 ± 0.023c *

C (1200 mg/kg) 13.00 ± 0.241a 9.17 ± 1.582b 11.00 ± 0.0012ab 10.00 ± 1.002b *

D (infected and untreated) 13.08 ± 0.221a 9.93 ± 0.632b 8.75 ± 0.752ab 6.950 ± 0.053c *

E (standard drug) 12.82 ± 0.271a 15.33 ± 0.881a 14.90 ± 2.151a 13.66 ± 0.881a 14.67 ± 0.661a

F (normal control) 13.76 ± 0.251a 13.83 ± 0.331a 13.58 ± 0.641a 13.3021 ± .501a 13.51 ± 0.511a

RBC (× 106/mm3) A (400 mg/kg) 7.90 ± 0.291a 5.14 ± 1.492a 4.07 ± .5003b * *

B (800 mg/kg) 7.25 ± 0.811a 6.53 ± 1.132a 5.70 ± 1.003a 3.11 ± 0.514c *

C (1200 mg/kg) 7.78 ± 0.131a 5.11 ± 0.553a 6.01 ± 1.192a 4.41 ± 0.244bc *

D (infected and untreated) 6.62 ± 0.381a 5.78 ± 2.932a 5.81 ± 1.002a 3.20 ± 0.233c *

E (standard drug) 8.11 ± 0.011a 6.83 ± 0.812a 4.22 ± 0.673b 5.58 ± 1.233b 6.70 ± 0.642a

F (normal control) 7.39 ± 1.141a 7.27 ± 0.561a 7.59 ± 0.721a 7.30 ± 1.181a 7.21 ± 2.071a

WBC (× 103/mm3) A (400 mg/kg) 4.96 ± .271a 5.07 ± .581b 4.10 ± .901b * *

B (800 mg/kg) 4.33 ± .273a 7.60 ± 1.922b 6.80 ± 2.2023a 24.75 ± .251a *

C (1200 mg/kg) 4.19 ± .392a 8.93 ± .522b 8.90 ± 5.302a 10.00 ± 4.001b *

D (infected and untreated) 4.30 ± .263a 9.07 ± .582b 4.50 ± 1.503b 11.95 ± .051b *

E (standard drug) 4.22 ± .263a 14.40 ± 1.831a 8.87 ± 1.862a 6.07 ± 1.2923b 8.33 ± 2.332a

F (normal control) 4.43 ± .271a 4.40 ± .121b 4.41 ± .361b 4.22 ± .271bc 4.21 ± .381b

Values with different alphabetic (lowercase) superscripts differ significantly (P < 0.05) between different concentrations within the same exposure
duration. Similarly, values with different numeric superscripts differ significantly (P < 0.05) between different exposure periods within the same
concentration. Results are expressed as mean ± SEM of triplicate determination

*The animals that have undergone mortality

Comp Clin Pathol (2019) 28:1373–13801376



(P > 0.05) in the duration of treatment in lymphocyte level of
groups A–C at weeks 1 to 3 except B and C which showed
significant increase at weeks 2 and 3, respectively. Groups D
and E significantly increased (P < 0.05) at weeks 1 and 3, and
1, 2, and 4, respectively, when compared with week 0. On the
effect of treatment, there was no overall significant increase
(P > 0.05) in all the groups when compared with the control
except B and E which significantly increased (P < 0.05) at
weeks 3 and 1, respectively. No overall significant difference
(P > 0.05) in the duration and effects of treatment in eosino-
phil and basophil levels of all the groups from weeks 1 to 4
when compared with week 0 and normal control, respectively,
except A and B of eosinophils and basophil that significantly
decreased (P < 0.05) at week 1. More so, there was a signifi-
cant decrease (P < 0.05) in monocyte level of group A at week
2 when compared with week 0. Also, there was a time-
dependent and significant increases (P < 0.05) in groups B
and C at weeks 2 to 3 when compared with week 0, while
groups D and E did not exhibit any level of significance
(P > 0.05) at weeks 1 to 4. On the effect of treatment, there
was no dose-dependent significant difference (P > 0.05) for all
the treatment groups when compared with the normal control
except groups A, B, and C which showed significant decrease
(P < 0.05) at week 3.

Discussion and conclusion

Hematolgical parameters are important physiological indices
used to evaluate the extent of deleterious effects of foreign
agents on the blood constituents of both animals and humans.
They could also be used to explain blood-related functions of
chemical compounds of plant extracts (Yakubu et al. 2007;
Ashafa et al. 2009). The significant reductions observed in
the red blood cells (RBCs), packed cell volume (PCV), and
hemoglobin (HB) of the infected animals treated with
L. micranthus leaf extracts is very instructional. This may be
attributed to the enormous number of circulating parasites
which could not be cleared by the aqueous leaf extract. This
however agreed with a similar works by Sam-Wobo et al.
(2010) and Yakubu et al. (2014), who noted that RBC and
its associated parameters (PCV and HB) of animals infected
with T. brucei brucei were lower than that of non-infected
animals, and attributed this to the enormous number of circu-
lating trypanosomes causing hemolysis of the red blood cells.
This inference further supports the work of Igbokwe and
Mohammed (1992), who opined that the decreases observed
in the RBC, PCV, and hemoglobin levels causing severe
anemia is a cardinal feature associated with T. brucei brucei
infection in comparison with other species of trypanosomes.

Table 2 Effects of aqueous leaf extract of L. micranthus on red cell indices of albino rats on weekly basis

Parameters Groups Duration (weeks)

0 1 2 3 4

MCV (u3) A (400 mg/kg) 5.4 ± 0.282a 5.2 ± 0.002a 6.7 ± 0.501a * *

B (800 mg/kg) 5.2 ± 0.8512a 5.0 ± 0.0012a 4.0 ± 1.002a 6. 6 ± 0.661a *

C (1200 mg/kg) 5.4 ± 0.282a 5.4 ± 0.002a 5.3 ± 0.332a 7.0 ± 0.001a *

D (infected and untreated) 6.3 ± 0.331a 6.0 ± 1.001a 5.2 ± 0.002a 6.6 ± 0.661a *

E (standard drug) 4.6 ± 0.252a 7.6 ± 0.661a 7.5 ± 1.001a 7.8 ± 0.001a 7.1 ± 0.661a

F (normal control) 5.4 ± 0.281a 5.4 ± 0.281a 5.5 ± 0.711a 5.5 ± 0.711a 5.4 ± 0.281a

MCH (Pg) A (400 mg/kg) 18 ± 0.572a 18 ± 0.002a 22 ± 0.501b * *

B (800 mg/kg) 17 ± 0.1412a 16 ± 0.6612b 14 ± 1.002c 20 ± 0.001a *

C (1200 mg/kg) 18 ± 0.572a 18 ± 0.102a 18 ± 0.332b 25 ± 0.101a *

D (infected and untreated) 21 ± 0.661a 18 ± 0.0012a 16 ± 1.002b 21 ± 0.721a *

E (standard drug) 15 ± 1.003a 25 ± 0.0012a 35 ± 1.001a 26 ± 0.0012a 23 ± 0.332a

F (normal control) 18 ± 0.571a 18 ± 0.571a 18 ± 0.571b 18 ± 0.501b 18 ± 0.571a

MCHC (g/dl) A (400 mg/kg) 351 ± 0.351a 346 ± 0.152a 333 ± 0.333b * *

B (800 mg/kg) 308 ± 0.334b 333 ± 0.332b 360 ± 0.001a 320 ± 1.003b *

C (1200 mg/kg) 342 ± 0.102a 337 ± 0.033b 343 ± 0.752a 357 ± 0.141a *

D (infected and untreated) 342 ± 0.101a 333 ± 0.332b 334 ± 0.622b 345 ± 0.001a *

E (standard drug) 345 ± 0.9412a 332 ± 0.603b 346 ± 0.511a 348 ± 0.721a 339 ± 0.532b

F (normal control) 360 ± 0.521a 363 ± 0.151a 346 ± 0.152a 341 ± 0.022a 355 ± 0.262a

Values with different alphabetic (lowercase) superscripts differ significantly (P < 0.05) between different concentrations within the same exposure
duration. Similarly, values with different numeric superscripts differ significantly (P < 0.05) between different exposure periods within the same
concentration. Results are expressed as mean ± SEM of triplicate determination

*The animals that have undergone mortality
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Ekanem and Yusuf (2007) also ascribed the decrease in RBC,
PCV, and HB as a measurement of acute anemia in T. brucei
brucei infection as an indicator of the severity of the prolifer-
ating parasites.

Total white blood cells (WBCs) contribute to the host de-
fense mechanism by defending the body against infectious
diseases and foreign invaders (Barry and Turner 1992). The
host’s defense system consists of an intricate network of cy-
tokines and progenitor cells which maintain basal
myelopoiesis (formation of WBCs) and allow rapid adjust-
ments in the rates of production of WBCs in response to acute
and chronic infections (Stock and Hoffman 2000). The results

of this study showed significant elevations in the levels of
WBCs of the trypanosome infected rats from the first week
to the last week of the leaf extract administration. This ob-
served significant increase in WBC counts of the treated rats
is not surprising as such is indicative of a disease condition.
Furthermore, observations made in this present study further
suggest that the infected rats experienced severe protozoan
infection and myeloproliferative disorders, leading to the mass
production of WBCs. It is also worthy of note here to suggest
that the increased number of the circulating WBCs may also
be as a result of the overwhelming number of parasites
(trypanonsomes) circulating in the blood. This general

Table 3 Effects of aqueous leaf extract of L. micranthus on differential white blood cell of albino rats on weekly basis

Parameters Groups Duration (weeks)

0 1 2 3 4

Neutrophils (μL) A (400 mg/kg) 2.600 ± 0.161a 2.6300 ± 0.341b 2.250 ± 0.251a * *

B (800 mg/kg) 2.608 ± 0.162a 4.267 ± 1.092b 3.900 ± 0.902a 13.250 ± 0.251a *

C (1200 mg/kg) 2.330 ± 0.212a 5.100 ± 0.371b 5.050 ± 2.951a 5.100 ± 2.101b *

D (infected and untreated) 2.291 ± 0.163a 5.167 ± 0.552b 2.750 ± 0.753a 6.5950 ± 0.001b *

E (standard drug) 2.291 ± 0.163a 8.00 ± 1.021a 5.000 ± 1.002a 3.333 ± 0.7623bc 4.600 ± 1.532a

F (normal control) 2.323 ± 0.241a 2.668 ± 0.511b 2.515 ± 0.311a 2.633 ± 0.301bc 2.602 ± 0.121a

Lymphocyte (μL) A (400 mg/kg) 2.075 ± 0.121a 2.066 ± 0.261b 1.750 ± 0.551b * *

B (800 mg/kg) 1.616 ± 0.123ab 3.200 ± 0.802b 2.500 ± 1.302a 12.250 ± 0.251a *

C (1200 mg/kg) 1.591 ± 0.142b 3.600 ± 0.4012b 4.000 ± 2.801a 4.950 ± 0.051b *

D (infected and untreated) 1.783 ± 0.113ab 3.466 ± 0.292b 1.500 ± 0.503b 4.950 ± 0.051b *

E (standard drug) 1.691 ± 0.103ab 6.033 ± 0.531a 3.533 ± 1.032a 2.433 ± 0.6123bc 3.600 ± 0.942a

F (normal control) 1.641 ± 0.121ab 1.881 ± 0.191b 2.133 ± 0.731a 1.891 ± 0.501c 1.811 ± 0.111a

Eosinophil (μL) A (400 mg/kg) 0.033 ± 0.021a 0.067 ± 0.031a 0.000 ± 0.0001a * *

B (800 mg/kg) 0.000 ± 0.001a 0.000 ± 0.001b 0.000 ± 0.0001a * *

C (1200 mg/kg) 0.017 ± 0.011a 0.000 ± 0.0001b 0.000 ± 0.0001a * *

D (infected and untreated) 0.008 ± 0.011a 0.000 ± 0.0001b 0.000 ± 0.0001a * *

E (standard drug) 0.033 ± 0.011a 0.000 ± 0.0001b 0.067 ± 0.031a * *

F (normal control) 0.030 ± 0.011a 0.029 ± 0.011b 0.031 ± 0.011a * *

Basophils (μL) A (400 mg/kg) 0.075 ± 0.021a 0.067 ± 0.031a 0.050 ± 0.051a * *

B (800 mg/kg) 0.017 ± 0.012a 0.000 ± 0.002b 0.100 ± 0.001a 0.1250 ± 0.021a *

C (1200 mg/kg) 0.067 ± 0.021a 0.033 ± 0.031a 0.000 ± 0.001a 0.1000 ± 0.101a *

D (infected and untreated) 0.033 ± 0.011a 0.067 ± 0.031a 0.050 ± 0.051a 0.000 ± 0.001a *

E (standard drug) 0.067 ± 0.021a 0.067 ± 0.031a 0.100 ± 0.051a 0.0333 ± 0.031a 0.033 ± 0.031a

F (normal control) 0.067 ± 0.021a 0.067 ± 0.021a 0.050 ± 0.051a 0.0333 ± 0.011a 0.033 ± 0.031a

Monocyte (μL) A (400 mg/kg) 0.242 ± 0.021a 0.267 ± 0.061a 0.050 ± 0.052a * *

B (800 mg/kg) 0.100 ± 0.023b 0.200 ± 0.1123a 0.350 ± 0.052a 1.375 ± 0.021a *

C (1200 mg/kg) 0.183 ± 0.022ab 0.200 ± 0.1512a 0.250 ± 0.0512a 0.4500 ± 0.051b *

D (infected and untreated) 0.183 ± 0.031ab 0.367 ± 0.121a 0.200 ± 0.201a 0.3750 ± 0.251bc *

E (standard drug) 0.233 ± 0.031a 0.367 ± 0.231a 0.167 ± 0.081a 0.2667 ± 0.031c 0.433 ± 0.121a

F (normal control) 0.180 ± 0.021ab 0.183 ± 0.051a 0.181 ± 0.011a 0.181 ± 0.681c 0.181 ± 0.321a

Values with different alphabetic (lowercase) superscripts differ significantly (P < 0.05) between different concentrations within the same exposure
duration. Similarly, values with different numeric superscripts differ significantly (P < 0.05) between different exposure periods within the same
concentration. Results are expressed as mean ± SEM of triplicate determination

*The animals that have undergone mortality
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increase in all the infected groups may be due to immune
response to the presence of T. brucei brucei in rats, thus, an
indication that the parasite could not be control by the plant
extracts. This result corroborates the views of Yusuf et al.
(2013), who reported increase in the WBCs following acute
and chronic T. brucei brucei infection of bone marrow and
peripheral blood cells of Wistar rats. Sulaiman and Adeyemi
(2010) and Adeyemi et al. (2009) noted that increased WBC
count in animals affected by T. brucei brucei infection is at-
tributed to the efforts of the animals’ defense system in elim-
inating the invading parasites.

The calculated blood indices such as mean cell hemoglobin
concentration (MCHC), mean cell volume (MCV), and mean
cell hemoglobin concentration (MCH) evaluated in this study
are of crucial importance in anemia diagnosis in most animals
(Coles 1986). The non-significant effects of these indices re-
lating to the RBC suggest that there was no effect on the
average size of RBC and also in the hemoglobin. Similarly,
the absence of observable significant effect of the extract on
MCHC, MCV, and MCH among the treatment groups and all
the control groups throughout the period of experiment
suggests that neither the incorporation of hemoglobin into
the red blood cells nor the morphology and osmotic fragility
of the red blood cells were altered. This result therefore
suggests that the aqueous leaf extract may not possess any
potential for inducing anemia following prolonged period of
administration. This result corroborates that of Yakubu et al.
(2007) which reported the non-significant effects of these in-
dices as it relates to the average size of RBCmicrocytes of rats
infected with T. brucei brucei.

White blood cell differentials determine the number of each
type ofWBC present in the blood and how each of theseWBC
provides immunity against infections. This present investiga-
tion revealed elevated levels of neutrophils, whereas lympho-
cytes, basophils, eosinophils, and monocytes were lower in
the differential counts. The elevated neutrophil count in the
infected and treated rats may be indicative or suggestive of
severe viral infections, tissue death, or chronic myeloid leuke-
mia (Sternberg 2004). The lower lymphocyte, monocyte,
basophil, and eosinophil counts further suggests that the
animals infected with T. brucei brucei may have experienced
autoimmune disorders, hairy cell leukemia, acute viral
infection, and bone marrow damage which could be arrested
by the plant extracts. This inference is supported by the
observations made by Abubakar et al. (2005) who reported
that high neutrophil count in animals infected with trypanoso-
miasis is as a result of leucocytosis which has been implicated
in the wax and wear syndrome on the animals immune system
caused by the ever changing variable surface glycoprotein of
the infecting trypanosome. His work also corroborate a similar
work by Anosa and Kaneko (1983), who reported lower
counts of basophils, lymphocytes, and eosinophils which
they narrowed down to lymphocytosis. In addition,

Sulaiman and Adeyemi (2010) reported higher counts of neu-
trophils and lower counts of lymphocytes, monocytes, and
basophils on T. brucei brucei-infected rats and suggested that
these lower counts to infection may be as a result of induced
immunosuppression.

Conclusion

Data presented in the present study have clearly demonstrated
that the aqueous leaf extract of L. micranthus appeared to have
no therapeutic properties in organisms infected with T. brucei
brucei. This is more so as findings from this study showed that
all infected and treated rats as well as the infected and untreat-
ed control group died from the resultant overwhelming
parasitemia unlike the case of those administered the standard
drug. This is an indication that the extract lacks anti-
tryopanosomal activities.

It is therefore advocated that other methods of utilizing this
important medicinal plant should be explored. The available
documented evidence of African mistletoe, L. micranthus, be-
ing a goodmedicinal plant with goodmedicine potentials may
probably not have been exhausted. Hence, more studies are
advocated into the molecular constituents of its bioactive in-
gredients to ascertain its suitability in the management of try-
panosomiasis (Monthana et al. 2000; Monthana et al. 2003).
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