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Abstract The formation of the skeleton through endo-
chondral ossification is one of the most complex processes
in development. One approach to resolving this complexity
is to examine simplified systems. In vitro cartilage forma-
tion by mesenchymal stem cells (MSCs) is observed when
the cells are cultured as a micromass. Several studies have
confirmed the molecular events, showing the usefulness of
these cells as a differentiation model. We have elucidated
the process of cartilage formation in MSCs from the mor-
phological point of view by light and transmission electron
microscopy and immunohistochemical examination. The
morphology of the MSCs changed from spherical to spin-

dle-shaped, and the cells aggregated and formed junctional
complexes during Day 1. At Day 7, three layers were ob-
served. The superficial zone consisted of several layers of
elongated cells with junctional complexes. Themiddle zone
was composed of apoptotic bodies, and the deep zone was
occupied by chondrocyte-like cells excreting extracellular
matrices. At Day 14, the middle zone had disappeared, and
the chondrocyte-like cells in the deep zone were detected
within cartilage lacuna. They were covered by cartilage
matrices containing collagen types I, II, and X and chon-
droitin sulfate. By Day 21, the outer layer consisting of
spindle-shaped cells had disappeared in places. As the pellet
grew, the outer layer seemed to be unable to stretch to
maintain a constant covering around the pellet. Our findings
have thus revealed that MSCs change their morphology
depending upon their microenvironment during differenti-
ation. In vitro cartilage formation by MSCs makes it pos-
sible to clarify the detailed morphological events that occur
during chondrogenesis.
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Introduction

The formation of the vertebrate skeleton through endo-
chondral bone formation is one of the most complex
processes in biology (DeLise et al. 2000). It begins with the
migration of undifferentiated mesenchymal cells from the
lateral plate mesoderm to the sites destined to become
bone. One approach to resolving the complexities is to
examine simplified systems in vitro.

Mesenchymal stem cells (MSCs) have multiple differ-
entiation potentials (Prockop 1997; Pittenger et al. 1999),
and in vitro cartilage formation is observed when the cells
are cultured as a micromass in a defined medium for
chondrogenesis (Johnstone et al. 1998; Sekiya et al. 2001).
Several studies have clarified the molecular events during
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the chondrocyte differentiation of MSCs and have shown
the usefulness of these cells as a differentiation model
(Sekiya et al. 2002; Imabayashi et al. 2003).

In this study, we have studied cartilage formation in a
simplified model by morphological methods, including im-
munohistochemistry, transmission electron microscopy,
and immunoelectron microscopy. These techniques have
clarified the detailed morphological events occurring dur-
ing chondrogenesis.

Materials and methods

Isolation and culture of human MSCs

This study was approved by an institutional review board
of Tokyo Medical and Dental University (no. 210) and
informed consent was obtained from the study subject.
Humanbone marrow was aspirated from the tibial tunnel
through an 18-gauge needle under spinal anesthesia dur-
ing anterior cruciate ligament reconstruction surgery. To
isolate nucleated cells, Ficoll (Ficoll-Paque; Pharmacia,
Piscataway, N.J.) was layered beneath the bone marrow
diluted with Hanks’ balanced salt solution (HBSS; Invi-
trogen), and the layered preparation was then centrifuged
at 450g for 10 min at room temperature. The mononu-
clear cell layer was transferred from the interface and
incubated in a culture dish (Nalge Nunc International,
Rochester, N.Y.) in complete culture medium: αMEM
containing 20% fetal bovine serum (FBS; Invitrogen;
lot selected for rapid growth of MSCs), 100 U/ml pen-
icillin (Invitrogen), 100 μg/ml streptomycin (Invitrogen),
and 250 ng/ml amphotericin B (Invitrogen). After 14 days,
the cells were replated for expansion and used for ex-
periments (Sakaguchi et al. 2004).

In vitro chondrogenesis

MSCs (200,000) were placed in a 15-ml polypropylene
tube (Becton Dickinson) and centrifuged at 450g for 10 min.
The pellet was cultured at 37°C with 5% CO2 in 400 μl
chondrogenic medium: high-glucose Dulbecco’s modified
Eagle medium (Invitrogen) supplemented with 500 ng/ml
bone morphogenetic protein-2 (BMP-2; R&D Systems,
Minneapolis, Minn.), 10 ng/ml transforming growth fac-
tor-β3 (TGF-β3), 100 nM dexamethasone (Sigma-Aldrich,
St Louis, Mo.), 50 μg/ml ascorbate-2-phosphate, 40 μg/ml
proline, 100 μg/ml pyruvate, and 50 mg/ml ITS+Premix
(Becton Dickinson; 6.25 μg/ml insulin, 6.25 μg/ml transfer-
rin, 6.25 ng/ml selenious acid, 1.25 mg/ml bovine serum
albumin [BSA], and 5.35 mg/ml linoleic acid). The medium
was replaced every 3–4 days for 21 days (Sekiya et al. 2005).

Transmission electron microscopy

The cultures were ended by fixing the pellets with 2.5%
glutaraldehyde in 0.1 M phosphate-buffered saline (PBS)

for 2 h. The cells were washed and fixed overnight at
4°C in the same buffer and post-fixed with 1% OsO4

buffered with 0.1 M PBS for 2 h. The pellets were de-
hydrated in a graded series of ethanol and embedded in
Epon 812. Semi-thin (1 μm) sections for light micros-
copy were collected on glass slides and stained for 30 s
with toluidine blue. Ultrathin (90 nm) sections were col-
lected on copper grids, double-stained with uranyl ace-
tate and lead citrate, and then examined by transmission
electron microscopy (H-7100, Hitachi, Hitachinaka, Ja-
pan; Ichinose et al. 2003a,b; Tagami et al. 2003).

Immunohistochemistry

Immediately after fixation with 4% paraformaldehyde in
0.1 M PBS for 1 h, pellets were immersed in 25% su-
crose in 0.1 M PBS for 24 h at 4°C, mounted in ortho-
chlorotoluene (OCT) embedding medium and quickly
frozen in liquid nitrogen. Frozen sections thickness of
6 μm were cut on a CM1900 cryostat (Reichert, Vienna,
Austria) at a knife and specimen temperature of −15°C.
The frozen sections were placed on silane-coated glass
slides and washed in 0.1 M PBS. For immunohisto-
chemical staining, the sections were blocked with 0.1 M
PBS containing 1% normal goat serum for 1 h at 25°C.
Mouse antibody against collagen type I and type II (Fuji
Yakuhin, Japan) and rabbit antibody against collagen type
X (Cosmo Bio., Japan) containing 1% BSA were placed
on the sections for 24 h at 4°C. These three antibodies
were diluted 1:500 in 0.1 M PBS. After extensive washes
with 0.1 M PBS, the sections were incubated for 30 min
with biotinylated secondary antibodies. Immunostaining
was detected by the Vector ABC kit with a horse anti-
mouse antibody for collagen type I and type II and anti-
rabbit antibody for collagen type X (Vector Laboratories,
Burlingame, Calif.). Normal mouse and rabbit sera were
used as negative controls. Counterstaining was performed
with Mayer’s hematoxylin.

Immunocryo-ultramicrotomy and evaluation

Immediately after fixation in 4% paraformaldehyde, 0.1%
glutaraldehyde in 0.1 M PBS for 1 h, pellets were im-
mersedin 2.3 M sucrose in 0.1 M PBS for 24 h at 4°C,
mounted on a holder, and quickly frozen in liquid nitrogen.
Frozen sections with a thickness of under 0.5 μm were
cut on an ultracut S microtome (Reichert) equipped with
an FCS low-temperature sectioning system (Reichert) and
a knife and specimen temperature maintained at −80°C.
The frozen sections were picked up from the knife on a
mixture of 2.0 M sucrose in 0.1 M PBS pH 7.4 (Tokuyasu
1986), mounted on silane-coated glass, and then placed
on droplets of 1% BSA in 0.1 M PBS on a Parafilm
sheet for 1 h at 4°C to eliminate nonspecific binding of
the antibodies. The mounted sections were subsequently
transferred to droplets of mouse antibody against colla-
gen type I or type II (Fuji Yakuhin, Japan) or chondroitin
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sulfate-proteoglycans (Seikagaku Kogyo, Japan), or a rab-
bit antibody against collagen type X (Cosmo Bio.) for
48 h at 4°C. The dilution of antibody against collagen
type I, collagen type II, collagen type X, and chondroitin
sulfate-proteoglycans was 1:20, 1:20, 1:50, and 1:50 with
1% BSA in 0.1 M PBS, respectively. Each mounted
section was then washed with 0.1 M PBS and incubated
with goat anti-rabbit IgG or goat anti-mouse IgG+IgM
conjugated with 10–15 nmΦ gold colloidal particles
(diluted 1:20 or 1:50 with 1% BSA in 0.1 M PBS, re-
spectively; British Bio Cell International, UK) for 24 h at

4°C. After incubation, the mounted sections were washed
with 0.1 M PBS for 2 h. The sections were subsequently
fixed in 2.5% glutaraldehyde, post-fixed in a 1% OsO4

solution in 0.1 M PBS, dehydrated in a graded series of
ethanol, embedded in Epon 812, stained with uranyl ac-
etate, and examined by transmission electron microscopy
(H-7100, Hitachi).

For evaluation, gold particles in 1 μm×1 μm of at least
20 different fields of extracellular matrix adjacent to cells
were systematically counted (Bendayan et al.1980; Yokota
et al. 1984; Eskelinen et al.2002). The presence of collagen
type I, II, and X and chondroitin sulfate-proteoglycan was
evaluated as given in Table 1.

Results

Light microscopy

Human MSCs were cultured as micromass pellets to in-
duce chondrogenesis. At Day 0, most of the cells were
round, with or without short processes. At this stage, the
cells remained separated (Fig. 1a).

Fig. 1 Optical micrograph of
human MSCs in micromass
pellets for chondrogenesis.
(a) Day 0. (b) Day 1. (c) Day 7.
(d) Day 14. (e) Day 21 (high-
power magnification). (f) Day
21 (low-power magnification).
Toluidine blue staining

Table 1 Quantitation of immunogold particles/μm2 in the deep
zone of micromass pellets (−; none, +; 20 particles, ++; 20–100
particles, +++; 100–200 particles, ++++; over 200 particles)

Antibody Time in culture (days)

1 7 14 21

Collagen type I + ++ + +
Collagen type II − + ++ +++
Collagen type X + + ++ +++
Chondroitin sulfate ++ +++ +++ ++++
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At Day 1, the cells aggregated into a micromass. The
cells in the superficial zone now had a spindle morphol-
ogy. Round and polygonal cells were observed in the deep
zone (Fig. 1b).

At Day 7, three layers were seen in a micromass: the
superficial zone, the middle zone, and the deep zone
(Fig. 1c). The superficial zone consisted of four or five
layers of elongated cells with a poor matrix. The cells
were organized along the surface of the micromass.
Smaller round and polygonal cells existed in the middle
zone. Additionally, a number of small fragments, later
confirmed as being apoptotic changes by electron micros-
copy, were observed. The deep zone contained larger
polygonal cells with rich extracellular matrix.

By Day 14, the middle zone had disappeared (Fig. 1d),
and the pellet had two distinctive zones: the outer and
center zones. Spindle-shaped cells were present in the
outer zone, and the polygonal cells lay in the center zone.

At Day 21, the outer layer consisting of spindle-shaped
cells had disappeared in places. As the pellet grew, the
outer layer seemd unable to stretch to maintain a constant
covering around the pellet (Fig. 1e, f).

Ultrastructural examination

We examined ultrastructural changes by transmission elec-
tron microscopy on Days 0, 1, 7, 14 and 21 of culture.

On Day 0, MSCs showed a round morphology with a
euchromatic and notched nucleus and a prominent nu-
cleolus. A large number of cell processes were present at
the cell surface. The cells contained well-developed or-
ganelles, including mitochondria, endoplasmic reticulum,
Golgi apparatus, and large quantities of free ribosomes.

Lipid droplets were also observed throughout the cyto-
plasm (Fig. 2).

At Day 1, the MSCs had lost the cell processes at the
surface and produced cell–cell adherent junctions (Fig. 3).
Junctional complexes were observed at the luminal sur-
face of the MSCs and consisted of maculae adherentes
(desmosomes).

By Day 7, the spindle-shaped cells were located at the
surface. They each possessed a large euchromatic ovoid
nucleus and formed junctional complexes (Fig. 4a). Many
apoptotic bodies were observed in the area just beneath
the surface layer; they had characteristic condensations
of the chromatin (Fig. 4b). In the deep layer, the polyg-
onal cells, each of which had an ovoid nucleus and well-
developed endoplasmic reticulum, produced large
45quantities of extracellular fibers. The polygonal cells
had several morphological characteristics of chondro-
cytes (Fig. 4c).

At Day 14, the chondrocyte-like cells lay in the deep
layer and were detected within cartilage lacuna surround-
ed by cartilage matrices (Fig. 5a). The cells produced
large amounts of extracellular matrix (Fig. 5b).

By Day 21, the chondrocyte-like cells had produced
large quantities of matrix vesicles that lay around the cells
(Fig. 6).

Immunohistochemistry

The expression of collagen type I was diffuse at Day 1
but was present in the three layers by Day 7, being es-
pecially strong in the superficial layer. At Days 14 and
21, the strong expression remained in the superficial layer
but gradually decreased in the deep zone.

Expression of collagen type II was not observed at
Day 1. At Day 7, weak expression was visible only around
the middle zone. At Days 14 and 21, the expression of

Fig. 2 Transmission electron-microscopic (TEM) image of MSC at
Day 0. A round cell containing well-developed organelles, including
large quantities of mitochondria, endoplasmic reticulum, Golgi
apparatus, lipid droplets, and free ribosomes. Its nucleus (Nu) was
euchromatic, notched, and filled with prominent nucleoli. A large
number of cell processes were present at the cell surface

Fig. 3 TEM image of MSCs in micromass pellets at Day 1. The
MSCs had lost the cell processes at the surface and produced cell–
cell adherent junctions (arrows junctional complex at the luminal
surface of MSCs); the complex shown consists of maculae
adherentes (desmosomes)
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collagen type II dramatically increased in the deep zone.
In contrast with collagen type I, expression of collagen
type II was not detectable in the superficial zone at any
time point.

Expression of collagen type X was diffuse at Day 1 and
was observable in all three layers by Day 7. At Days 14 and
21, the expression of collagen type X gradually increased.
No discernible difference was seen in the expression of
collagen type X between the layers throughout differenti-
ation (Fig. 7).

Immunoelectron microscopy

The localization of collagen types I, II, and X and
chondroitin sulfate was indicated by gold particles with
the immunoelectron-microscopy technique. We examined
the extracellular matrix adjacent to the chondrocyte-like
cells in micromass pellets at Days 1, 7, 14 and 21 of culture.

Expression of collagen type I (Fig. 8a), type II (Fig. 8b),
and type X (Fig. 8c) and chondroitin sulfate (Fig. 8d)
was visible by Day 14. The expression of collagen types
I, II, and X and chondroitin sulfate during Day 1–21
was evaluated by the extent of gold particle deposition
(Table 1).

Discussion

Chondrogenesis of MSCs was first observed by (Ashton et
al. 1980). A defined medium for in vitro chondrogenesis
by MSCs was first described by Johnstone et al. (1998)
who developed micromass cultures of rabbit MSCs and
supplemented the medium with both TGF-β and dex-
amethasone to produce cartilage. Subsequently induction
of chondrogenesis in human MSCs was reported under
similar conditions (Mackay et al. 1998; Yoo et al. 1998).
Previously, we demonstrated that the addition of BMP-6,

Fig. 4 TEM images of MSCs in
micromass pellets at Day 7.
(a) Superficial zone. Spindle-
shaped cells each with a large
ovoid nucleus (Nu) and junc-
tional complexes (arrows).
(b) Middle zone. A number of
characteristic apoptotic bodies
and condensations of the chro-
matin were observed (arrow
typical inclusion). (c) Deep
zone. A polygonal cell with
rough endoplasmic reticulum
(rER), a round nucleus (Nu), and
large quantities of extracellular
fibers
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a cytokine known to promote chondrogenesis, enhanced
chondrogenesis by human MSCs (Sekiya et al. 2001)
under the conditions employed by Johnstone et al. (1998).
Furthermore, we defined the time sequence in gene ex-
pression during in vitro chondrogenesis in our model and
demonstrated the usefulness of the model (Sekiya et al.
2002). Recently, we compared the ability of recombinant
human BMP2, BMP4, and BMP6 to enhance in vitro
cartilage formation of MSCs and demonstrated that BMP-
2 was the most effective (Sekiya et al. 2005).

We have determined, by means of light- and electron
microscopy, the morphological changes occurring during
in vitro chondrogenesis by MSCs. This can be summa-
rized as follows. At Day 1, the cells alter their morphol-
ogy from spherical to spindle-shaped and aggregate with
each other via junctional complexes. At Day 7, fibroblast-
like cells appear in the superficial zone, apoptotic cells in
the middle zone, and chondrocyte-like cells in the deep
zone. At Day 14, the middle zone disappears, and by
Day 21, the superficial zone begins to disappear (Fig. 9).

Our previous study showed that DNA yield per a pellet
decreased and radioactivity per DNA in cells prelabeled

with 3H-thymidine was stable during in vitro chondrogen-
esis by MSCs (Sekiya et al. 2002). These results indicated
that a pellet increased its size by the production of ex-
tracellular matrix, and not by cell proliferation. Our pres-
ent morphological study accounts for the mechanism
demonstrated previously; (1) viable MSCs decrease by
apoptosis in the middle zone of micromass, (2) MSCs
do not seem to divide because no features of cell mi-
tosis have been observed, and (3) the chondrocyte-like
cells produce large amount of collagen fibrils (Fig. 9).

Three methods can be used for immunoelectron micros-
copy: pre-embedding, post-embedding, and non-embed-
ding, depending to the step at which the antibody is applied
to the biological specimens. The non-embedding method
(immunocryo-ultramicrotomy) generally provides better
accessibility of antigens to antibodies and also allows more
sensitive examination of the specimens than the pre- and
post-embedding methods with resins. Therefore, we have
employed the non-embedding method to determine the
expression and distribution of collagens and chondroitin
sulfate during the differentiation of MSCs in culture. In
addition, gold particles within squares of extracellular
matrix adjacent to the cells have been counted. We have
determined the time-kinetics of chondrocyte-associated
or specific proteins by using quantitative analysis of spec-
imens obtained by immunocryo-ultramicrotomy. This
study is the first to examine the differentiation process
of MSCs by applying the technique of immunocryo-
ultramicrotomy and quantitative analysis.

Some similarities are apparent between in vivo and in
vitro chondrogenesis. Limb development during skeletal
formation begins with the migration of mesenchymal cells
to sites destined to become bone (Fell 1925; Summerbell
and Wolpert 1972). The mesenchymal cells undergo a
condensation step and then form a cartilaginous scaffold.
In our system, MSCs are centrifuged to form a three-
dimensional structure. This step seems to mimic the con-
densation step observed at the initiation of skeletogenesis.

Fig. 5 TEM images of MSC in micromass pellets at Day 14. (a) A
cell in the deep zone showing chondrocyte-like features and an
irregular outline and lying within a cartilage lacuna surrounded by
cartilage matrices. (b) A cell producing large quantities of extracel-
lular matrix

Fig. 6 TEM images of MSCs in micromass pellets at Day 21. Note
the chondrocyte-like cell (Nu nucleus) producing large quantities of
matrix vesicles (MV)
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In our experiments, when MSCs are cultured in a similar
chondrogenesis medium without pellet formation, the cells
do not fully differentiate into cartilage. This suggests that
the condensation of MSCs plays an important role for
chondrogenesis in vitro.

The condensation of mesenchymal cells observed in
vivo is apparently triggered by BMP2, which induces the
production of cell adhesion proteins N-cadherin and
N-CAM (Edelman 1986; Oberlender and Tuan 1994).
Our previous study has demonstrated that BMPs
dramatically enhance the chondrogenesis of MSCs in
vitro, and the effect of BMP2 is stronger than that of
BMP4 or BMP6 (Sekiya et al. 2005). Interestingly,
MSCs in vitro condense after centrifugation in the
absence of BMP2. This indicates that exogeneous
BMP2 is a crucial factor for chondrogenesis after cell
condensation in vitro.

During limb development, mesenchymal cells at the
center synthesize an extracellular matrix that is rich in
type II collagen, as has also been observed in our in vitro
model (Fell 1925; Summerbell and Wolpert 1972; DeLise
et al. 2000). The synthesis of the cartilaginous matrix,

which begins shortly after condensation, appears to have
several molecular triggers. One key pathway/trigger is
the binding of TGF-βs to their receptors, which in turn
transmit signals either through a SMAD pathway or a
MAP kinase pathway to activate genes for the synthe-
sis of cartilage matrix (Shibuya et al. 1996; Ishitani et
al. 1999; Meneghini et al. 1999). Our in vitro study
has shown that MSCs produce cartilage without TGF-β;
however, much less cartilage matrix is synthesized than in
cultures with TGF-β (data not shown). The binding of
TGF-βs to their receptors is one of the key triggers to
activate genes for the synthesis of cartilage matrix, such as
the gene for type II collagen, during in vivo cartilage
formation.

One of the early nuclear events in the synthesis of the
cartilaginous matrix in vivo is the expression of the Sox 9
gene (Wagner et al. 1994; Wright et al. 1995; Lefebvre and
de Crombrugghe 1998; Sekiya et al. 2000), a member of
the family of Sry-type high mobility group genes (Pevny
and Lovell-Badge 1997; Werner and Burley 1997). Sox 9,
in a complex with Sox 5 and Sox 6, cooperatively binds to a
specific sequence in an enhancer of the Col2a1 gene that

Fig. 7 Immunohistochemistry of MSCs in micromass pellets exhibitng chondrogenesis. Immunostaining for collagen types I, II, and X and
the negative control without the first antibody. Bar 20 μm
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codes for type II collagen (Lefebvre and de Crombrugghe
1998). In our in vitro model of chondrogenesis, mRNA
expression of SOX5, SOX6, and SOX9 increase con-

tinuously (Sekiya et al. 2005). These SOX genes are
probably important transcriptional factors for both in vivo
and in vitro cartilage formation.

Fig. 8 MSCs in micromass
pellets at Day 14 after immu-
nocryo-ultramicrotomy and
immunoelectron microscopy.
(a) Collagen Type I. (b) Colla-
gen type II. (c) Collagen type X.
(d) Chondroitin sulfate. Bar
100 nm

Fig. 9 Scheme for morphological events in micromass pellets during
in vitro cartilage formation by MSCs. At Day 0, most of the cells are
round. A large number of cell processes are present at the cell surface.
At Day 1, the MSCs have lost their cell processes at the surface and
produce cell–cell adherent junctions. At Day 7, fibroblasts appear in
the superficial zone, apoptotic cells (arrows) in the middle zone, and

chondrocyte-like cells in the deep zone. The chondrocyte-like cells
produce large quantities of extracellular fibers. At Day 14, the middle
zone disappears, and the chondrocyte-like cells in the deep zone lie
within cartilage lacuna surrounded by cartilage matrices. At Day 21,
the superficial zone begins to disappear. Matrix vesicles (MV) are
present in the cartilage matrices
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Little is known about the ultrastructural changes oc-
curring during skeletogenesis in vivo. Ito and Kida (2000)
have investigated the development of the rat knee joint
by light and electron microscopy and have demonstrated
that mesenchymal cells elongate in the presumptive
tangential zone, which appears to become the surface of
the joint. Round or polygonal cells remain in the
presumptive transitional zone, which seems to be part
of the cartilage (Ito and Kida 2000). Matsuda et al.
(1997) have examined the relationship between the de-
velopment of the temporomandibular joint and apoptosis.
They have demonstrated apoptotic cells at the subsurface
of the condyle and suggest that apoptosis plays an
important role during development (Matsuda et al. 1997).
Our study has shown that cartilage can be distinguished
in three layers within the cultured MSC pellet and that
the middle zone disappears by apoptosis. We have ob-
served morphological similarities to in vivo chondrogen-
esis in that the cartilage forms distinguishable layers and
apoptotic cells appear at the subsurface of the cartilage.

During limb development in vivo, chondrocytes in the
cartilaginous scaffold differentiate into hypertrophic chon-
drocytes at the growth plate. Eventually, most of the
cartilaginous scaffold is replaced by marrow and bone
matrix so that the only remaining cartilage is on the
articular surface and the growth plate (DeLise et al. 2000).
One of the dissimilarities between the in vivo and our in
vitro cartilage formation is that expression of type X
collagen, a marker of the hypertrophic chondrocyte, has
been observed in MSCs during the early phase and in-
creases diffusely together with cartilage formation. This
may be explained by the simplicity of our system in which
the growth factors in the differentiation medium are kept at
constant levels during cartilage formation.

In our system, MSCs change their morphology depend-
ing on their microenvironment throughout differentiation.
After centrifugation of the MSCs, the cells form pellets and
become connected with junctional complexes at Day 1.
The gradient of oxygen, cytokines, or other nutrients pre-
sumably affect the fate of the cells. In vitro cartilage
formation by MSCs has made it possible to clarify the
detailed morphological events during chondrogenesis.
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