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Abstract Introducing the fractional A-derivative, with the corresponding A-fractional spaces, the fractional
beam bending problem is presented. In fact, non-local derivatives govern the beam bending problem that
accounts for the interaction of microcracks or materials non-homogeneities, such as composite materials or
materials with fractal geometries. The proposed theory is implemented to the fractional bending deformation
of a simply supported beam and a cantilever beam under continuously distributed loading.

Keywords Fractional dimension - Fractional integral - Fractional derivative - Riemann—Liouville fractional
derivative - A-fractional derivative - Left and right A-spaces

1 Introduction

Fractional derivative models account for long-range (non-local) dependence of phenomena and result in a
better description of their behavior. Various material models based upon fractional time derivatives have been
presented, for describing their viscoelastic interaction, Refs. [2,3]. Lazopoulos [4] has proposed a model for
lifting Noll’s axiom of local action, Truesdell [5], denoting that the stress at a point depends only upon the
(local) strain at that point. Eringen [18] in his excellent treatment concerning the non-local theories of continua
states in the introduction of his treatment “Non-local continuum field theories are concerned with the physics
of material bodies whose behavior of a material point is influenced by the state of all points of the body. The
non-local theory generalizes the classical field theory in two respects (i) the energy balance law is considered
valid globally (for the entire body) and (ii) the state of the body at a material point is described by the response
functionals.” Further, the works of Klinek [19], Drapaca and Sivaloganathan [20] and Sumelka [21] should
be mentioned, since they have highly contributed in the application of fractional analysis in Mechanics.
Fractional calculus, originated by Leibniz [6], Liouville [7] and Riemann [8], has been recently applied to
modern advances in physics, engineering, etc., just to introduce non-local derivatives. Carpinteri et al. [9] have
also proposed a fractional approach to non-local mechanics. Applications in various physical areas may be also
found in various books, Refs. [10-13]. Let us point out that fractional derivatives abolish the local character
of the conventional derivatives. Nevertheless, the most popular ones do not succeed to behave like derivatives,
since they are not able to satisfy the demands of differential topology, for being derivatives. However, all the
well-known fractional derivatives have mainly an operative character, instead of a derivative one. All the known
fractional derivatives do not access the properties of a derivative demanded by differential topology, just to
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correspond to fractional differential. In fact, there are three prerequisites for defining a derivative corresponding
to a differential, Chillingworth [14].

1. Linearity D (af (x) + bg (x)) = aDf (x) + bDg (x)
2. Leibnizrule D (f (x) - g (x)) = Df (x) - g (x) + f (x) - Dg (x)
3. Chainrule D (g (f)) (x) = Dg(f (x) - Df (x)

Those conditions are necessary for defining a differential corresponding to the derivative. Since no differ-
ential geometry, mechanics and physics may mathematically be established without mathematically defined
derivative, the use of fractional derivatives in mathematics and physics is questionable.

Hence, their use was not mathematically established, but it has an ad hoc character. Lazopoulos [15],
trying to fill that gap, proposed the fractional L-derivative. Nevertheless, that effort was not successful, since
again the conditions demanded by differential topology were not satisfied. Lately, Lazopoulos [1] proposed the
fractional A-derivative that is a modification of the fractional L-derivative, along with the fractional A-space
where the fractional A-derivative behaves according to conventional derivative rules.

Let us point out that the clear picture of the fractional tangent space on a manifold is missing. References
[16,17] are concerned with fractional geometry in manifolds, with extensive information concerning fractional
differential geometry topics. However, a clear picture of the fractional differential geometry is missing, since
the picture of the fractional tangent space on a manifold has not yet been clarified.

In the present work, outlining the procedure for the definition of the fractional curvature of a curve, the
fractional curvature of plane curves is defined in the A-fractional space. In addition for small beam deflections,
the fractional curvature is approximated. Introducing that curvature approximation to Bernoulli’s bending
principle, fractional bending theory of beams is established. Universal equation of the fractional deflection
beam curve is also presented. Implementation of the proposed theory to the fractional simply supported
beam under continuously distributed loading is presented. The fractional elastic curve of a simply supported
and a cantilever beam under uniformly distributed load, for various fractional dimensions, is presented. The
deformations of the fractional beam are larger for smaller fractional dimensions. That is correct, since smaller
fractional dimension corresponds to larger microcracks or larger inhomogeneities.

2 The A-fractional derivative

A very brief outline of fractional calculus will be presented in the present chapter, while the interested reader
is referred to Refs. [10—-12] for information.
In fact, the left and right fractional integrals, for a real fractional dimension 0 < y < 1, are defined by,

s L)
WV f(x) = r | G s (1)
: b
Y Fx) = ) )

Ly)J) (s—x)t-v

y is the order of fractional integrals where I"(x) = (x — 1)! with I"(y) Euler’s Gamma function. Further, the
left Riemann—Liouville’s fractional derivative (RL) is defined by:

X
d _ 1 d f(s)
RL v 1—y
RLpY = — (ol = — 3
O e O ) il Ry 3)
a
whereas the right Riemann-Liouville’s fractional derivative (RL) derivative is defined by:
d 1 d i S(s)
RL Y 1—y §
D = — (.1 = | —d 4
Mol =g (BT U0 = —rr— s m [ s )

X

Let us point out that for the left fractional integrals and derivative

RLDY (I f (1)) = f (x) (5)
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Similar relation is valid for the right Riemann—Liouville derivative and right fractional integral.
The A-fractional derivative (A-FD) has been defined as

RLDY f(x)

A Y
Dy f(x) =
at RLDYx

(6)
Recalling the definition of the Riemann Liouville’s fractional derivative, Eq. (3), the A-FD is expressed by,

doi 1-
HD 4 7 f )

A Y dx
Dy f (x) = - = — @)
@ % daI): Yx
Considering as
X=o; 7x and F(X) =4l " f(x), 8)

the A-FD appears to behave as a conventional derivative in the fractional A-space (X, F (X)) with local prop-
erties. In fact, the fractional differential geometry may be constructed as a conventional differential geometry
in the A-fractional space, (X, F(X)).

Just to clarify the ideas, let us work as an example on the function,

) =x? )

Without restricting the theory, but for simplification of the algebra, the left terminal is considered a = 0. Then,
the A-fractional plane (X, F (X)) is defined by

xxr
=+ ra=y (10

_ 1 r 52 2
F(X) =y I/ X)) = / ds = — 3-7)
(X) =0 f(x (X)) F(l—y)o G5 s (—6+11y—6y2+y3)l"(1—y)x

(11

Further considering from Eq. (10),
x=((2—3y+y2)r(1—y)x)ﬁ, (12)

Equation (12) yields
a1\
2<((2—3y+y2)r(1 —y)X)Z‘V>

F(X)=— (13)

F(—y) (=64 11y —6y2+y3)
Therefore, the curve in the original plane (x, f(x)) shown in Fig. 1 corresponds to the fractional plane (space)
shown in Fig. 2, for y = 0.6. Further, the derivative
3
dF (X) 246 —-p)2=3y+y) F A —y)(2-3y+y*) XTI (1 —y))*7
dx Q- r®-y

For X¢p = 0.6 and y = 0.6, the derivative in the fractional plane is equal to D(F(Xp)) = 1.1580 (Fig. 3).
Since the tangent space Y (X) of the curve at a point X is defined by the line,

(14)

d
Y(X) = F(Xo) + 75 (F(X0))(X — Xo) 15)

In the original plane (x, f(x)), the corresponding tangent space is defined by the curve that will be built as
follows.
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Fig. 2 Curve in the A-fractional space (X, F (X)) for y = 0.6
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Fig. 3 Curve with its tangent space in the A- fractional plane

Recalling Eq. (12), the xg =0.81 corresponding to Xy = 0.60 is defined. Then, substituting in the derivative

% in the fractional plane the X as a function of x, the (‘;‘DZ f (x) is defined. Therefore, the corresponding

function in the real space (x, f(x)) is defined as gLDi_V (DY f (x) ). Indeed,
1 d

KDy (DL f () ) = To) & /0 (x — ) 4D f (5)ds (16)
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Fig. 4 Curve f(x) with its fractional tangent space g(x) in the original plane for y = 0.6 at x = 0.81

In the present case for the function f(x) = x2, and y = 0.6,

17
SEDT (§DYxT) o = 141 (17)

Thus, the fractional tangent space g(x) in the original space (x, f(x)) is defined as

_ 1 =y
g) = f )y +8Dy7 (DL f )y, (r =53 _);y - yz—Xo) (18)

In the present case at Xo = 0.6 for y = 0.6, xo = 0.81 the tangent space is defined by

o 1L79xM4 )
g(x) = (x%) _og + 141 <—r(o.4) 0.6 (19)

Therefore, the left A-fractional space of F(, X7) with respect to «X7? is formulated. However, there exists the
right XAZ space with the right F(, X,’;), formulated by similar way, with respect to the XXZ variable (Fig. 4).
Since geometry exists only on the A-fractional spaces and differentials exist only on those spaces, the analysis
is developed for the left and the right A-fractional spaces and the results are transferred to the initial space
through Eq. (5). The final responses in the original space are defined by the mean value of the results derived
in the original space from the A-spaces. The procedure will be explained in the discussion of the fractional
bending of a simply supported beam under uniformly distributed loading.

3 Bending of a fractional simply supported Beam under uniform loading

Since the problem is symmetric and linear with respect to strain, the problem may be considered separately
in the left and right bending problems. Then, the final result comes out as the mean value of the left and
right solutions. Of course in general bending problems, the left and right fractional deformations should be
considered together.

Let us point out that for the moment, we are going to discuss the solution in the left fractional space. So
the A-fractional space has the meaning of the left A-fractional space and the variable X and the function
Y (X) have the meaning of the corresponding left variable and function. Assuming the beam in the initial space
(x, y(x)), the beam deflection y(x) is defined, using the A-fractional derivative of order y. At first, the simply
supported beam is transferred from the initial space (x, y) to the A-fractional space (X, Y (X)). Therefore, the
A-fractional space is defined by the variable:

- 1 r sds 1 x2r
X=1"7x= 7 = 3
Fa-»J) @-s F(—y)(2-3y+y?)

(20)
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or, reversely:

1
x=[X-T(=y)-(2=3y+y*)7 @1
Accordingly, for the axis Y (X)

_ qley _ 1 Toy(s)
Y@=l Ty = s [ s @2)

and the Y (X) is defined if in Eq. (22), and the x variable is substituted using Eq. (15). Moreover, the derivative
in the A-fractional space (X, Y (X)) is defined as,

dY (x)
vrX)  Gm YW@

dx = dX&) T X (x)
dx

Y (X) = (23)

Let us point out that the derivative in that space is local and processes all the properties corresponding to a
differential, demanded by differential topology. That allows us to create differential geometry that is important
for discussing any mechanics or generally physics problem in an accurate mathematical way.

Consider a simply supported beam with stiffness EI, length L, loaded by a uniformly distributed loading
g. Then, the corresponding stiffness in the A-space EI? is defined by, see Eq. (8b),

/ q Elx'—r
S =
ra—-y)Jo x—sy re-y

The corresponding bending moment in the A-space is defined by

MA — /XOSq Ls—s)dsquz_y( X 3 0.5L ) ' 25)
F(l—y) (x —s) r4-y)y r@G-y

The well-known beam elastic curve, in the A-space is defined by,

EI* = (24)

EI'T" (X) = -M" . (26)

Taking into consideration Eq. (26), the curvature,

Y (X) = 1 d (Y (x)) Y"x) X (x) =Y (x) X" (x) 27
X' dx \X' (@) (X' (1))
Hence, the governing equation, Eq. (26), becomes
1— " / v/ "
EIx'77V Y'(x)X (x) Y3(x)X (x) _ xz_y< X 3 0.5L ) 28)
I'2—-y) (X (x)) I'4-—y) I'G-y

Further,

5 CdX(x)  x' -
(x) = & CTe ) (29)

In addition,

poondX'(x)  x77
== T Tra=y, 0

Hence, the governing equation for the elastic curve of the beam is defined by,

% v/ l-y g X372 X 0.5L 31
O =T Te =y <F<4—y>_r<3—y>> GD
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The solution to Eq. (31) of the elastic curve, in the A-space with variable x of the initial space, is expressed
by,

Y )= Cot Ci1x*>7 N qx>7% (0.25Lx 0.5 ) @2
xX) =0 —
2—y TI'Q-y)I'(4-y)\25-y 3-y
Since Y (X) = ol)gfyy (x), Eq. (15) yields the elastic curve y(x) due to bending,
y @) =80 (7Y ) (33)

With the help of the Mathematica computerized algebra pack, the solution y’(x) of the elastic curve in the left
fractional A-space is defined by,

0.25Lgx*™
(715-55y+y)rQ—-yr3-yré-y
0.5gx>"YT (7 —=2y) Coyx~ 1t

_ 4
2Ty )T QT G-I 67 T+ G4

Yy =cixr—-y)+

The procedure, described up to this point, deals only the left A-fractional space. However, similar procedure
has to be followed for the right A-fractional space, formulated by the right fractional integrals, Eq. (2) and
derivatives, Eq. (4). Following similar procedure, the elastic curve described in the right A-fractional space
is symmetric to the one described by Eq. (34). Therefore, following the procedure in the right A- fractional
space,

0.25Lg (1 —x)*7
(715-55y+y)rQ—-»r3-yré-y
0.5g(1 — x)>Y T (7 —=2y) Cory (1 —x)~ 1t

— + 35
2Ty 49T Q-G G—y) T+ (35)

y@=CU0-x)I2-y)+

The final equation of the elastic curve is defined as the mean value of the left and right Egs. (34, 35).
! r
oy = U@ er Y ()
=05[CixI" 2—y)
N 0.25Lgx*
(75=55y +y) Q- I G-y T G-y
0.5gx>7 YT (1 —=2y)
(12-Ty +y )T Q- @G- G-y
Czyx—l—i-)/

—_— 1—-x)I"2-—
+F(1+y) + G-I 2-y)

N 0.25Lg (1 —x)*7
(75=55y+y) rQ-y)rG-—y)r-y)

_ 0.5g(1 —x)>""I" (7~ 2y) Coy (1 —x)~*7 36)
(2=Ty+y) T Q=) T @G—=y) T (6-y) ra+y)

Cid-xI'2-y)

The equation of the elastic curve, Eq. (36), has to satisfy the boundary conditions,
y0)=y(L) =0 (37)

It is evident that C, = 0, since the nonzero C; yields infinite values of the elastic curve at the supports.
Furthermore, the zero boundary conditions, Eq. (37), define the value of C; for each fractional dimension y .
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Fig. 5 Elastic curve of a fractional simply supported beam with various fractional dimensions

In Fig. 5, the elastic curve of the simply supported beam under the loading % = 1 for various fractional
dimensions is shown.

As it is expected, the arrow of the elastic line is longer with smaller fractional dimension. That is evident,
because the cracks and the various inhomogeneities are bigger with decreasing fractional dimensions. So the
beams are less stiff.

4 Bending of a fractional cantilever beam under uniform loading
The present chapter has been added just to show how a fractional problem may be worked out with the

simultaneous action of the left and right fractional derivative. Indeed, let us consider a cantilever beam under
the action of uniform load ¢ and free length L = 1, see Fig. 6.

Fig. 6 Cantilever beam

Considering the contribution of the right side fractional derivative, the A-fractional space may be defined
with,

1 _ _
P77 f0 =5 (i 7 f @+l f =) (38)
Further, in that case Eq. 8 becomes,
X=,0L "x, FX) =1"7fxX) (39)

and the A-fractional derivative, Eq. (6), is defined in the present case by,

1-y 1—y
Al " fO)+aly 7 f(1=x)) 1-
ApY £ ey — i 2 Al e
aDx [ (x)= T = =
daléx x dal; 7 x

(40)

Consider a simply supported beam with stiffness EI, length L, loaded by a uniformly distributed loading q.
Then, the corresponding stiffness in the A-space EI? is defined by, see Eq. (8b),

1-y 1— 1—y
o C ) Ea Chtd Y (41)
re-vy
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The corresponding bending moment in the A-space, see Eq. (25), in the present case is defined by
X (] — 2 2
MA =1 / A=) +57 (42)
ra-y)yJo «=97
The well-known beam elastic curve, in the A-space, is defined by,
EI*T" (X) = M* (43)
Taking into consideration Eq. (43), the curvature,
1 d Y/ Y// X/ _ Y/ X//
v 2 L4 (Y)Y @X @ =Y 0 X @) "
X' dxe \ X (x) (X' (x))*
Hence, the governing equation, Eq. (43), becomes
Elxl—]/ Vel (X) )'d (X) Y ()C) X (x) . 2—y ( X 0.5L ) (45)
re-y (X’ (x0))? ré4-y) re-y
Further,
dx 1=y
X (= B (46)
dx r2-y)
In addition,
dx’ -7
X" (x) = (x) _ X (47)
dx r{a—y
Hence, the governing equation for the elastic curve of the beam is defined by,
(=1 + T [x]+xY" [x]) +a(l —x) Vx 3 (=(1 = x)7x —x¥ +x177) 3 - y)? B
2+ )’ (=1+p)
_xl_V (6+y2—6x+4x2+y(—5+2x)) 48)
with the b.cs
Y[0] = Y'[0] = 0. (49)
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Fig. 7 Elastic curve of the cantilever beam for various y dimensions
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Since Y(X) = I'"7y (x), transferring the solution to the initial plane (y, x), Eq. (15) yields the elastic curve
y(x) due to bending,

Y@ =D (v () . (50)

With the help of the Mathematica Numerical Solution of the Differential Equations pack, the elastic curve of
the cantilever beam has been defined for a = 1 and various fractional dimensions, y . Figure 7 shows the elastic
curve of a beam with a = 1 for various fractional dimensions y.

It is pointed out that the elastic curve is stiffer in the fixed end of the cantilever beam for smaller fractional
dimension.

5 Conclusion—further research

The beam bending problem of a fractional beam has been presented. The various A- fractional spaces with
the corresponding A-fractional derivatives have been presented since they are the unique fractional derivatives
sufficient to formulate differentials and subsequently fractional geometry. The bending problem of a simply
supported beam under uniformly distributed loading has been presented. The fractional elastic curve, depending
upon the fractional dimension y, has been described. Moreover, the fractional bending of a cantilever beam has
been discussed, just to show how the proposed method may be applied to a non-symmetric fractional bending
problem.

Further research is directed to formulation of fractional geometry, fractional continuum mechanics and
generally fractional physics.

Appendix
Although the conditions required from differential topology are evident, they are also proved in “Appendix”.

¥ = 1 /x K ds — x2r
T -y ) (x—9)7 " (2-3y+y))I(1-y)

f)=x*

Py ] s
YT Ta—y =97 A

U(XQ2-3y+y) - TA-y)"

F(X) =
*0 r6—-y
IR 1 \4—
opeg L RO rA-n (X -3y 4y ra-y) FE (x@ -y ) ra-nT)
= Q- 6-y)
g () =?

G () 1 /x 52 d 237V
X) = . s =
I'(l—y) ) (x —s) (=6+11y —6y2+y3)rd—y)

2(X(2 -3y +v) T (1—p)7"
(=6+ 11y —6y2+9y3)r(1—y)
1 1 2—
26— (2-3y+y) (X(Q=3y +y) I (1 —y) 7 (X(2—3y+y2)r(1 —y)ﬁ) ’
Q=) 6-v)

G(X) =

DG (X) = —
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Topological prerequisites

The three topological perquisites apply for the functions F(X), G(X) and variable X.
(a) Linearity D (aF (X) +bG (X)) =aDF (X) +bDG (X)

D (aF (X) +bG (X))

a24(5—y)(2—3y+y2>1"(1 - (X(2—3y+y2>1"(1 _y))_”ﬁ (X(2—3y+y2)r(1 _y)ﬁ)4_y
Q-=y)I6-1y)
B2G—7) (2—3y+y2) (x (2—3;/+y2)r(1—y))_1+ﬁ (x (2—3y+y2)r(1—y)ﬁ)2_y

Q- G-y)

aDF (X)+bDG (X)

(b) Leibnizrule D (F (x) -G (x)) = DF (x) -G (x) + F (x) - DG (x)

86-20) (2-3r+72) (x (2-3y +9?) 1~ y))f1+ﬁ (X (2-3y +y?)ra- y)ﬁ)w

PG == Q=) T 6 (~6+11y — 62 +77)

48G—y) (2—3)/ +y2> (X (2 Wt y2) ra- y))fHﬁ(x (2—3)/ +y2) ra- y)ﬁ>77y

Q—=y) (T (6=y) (=64 11y —6y2 +y3)

48G6-7(2-3y+y?) (X (2=3v+y?)ra- y))#ﬁ(x (2-3y+y?)ra- y)ﬁ)w

Q=) (6—y) (—6+ 11y —6y2+y3)

=F (x)DG (x)+ G (x) DF (x)

(¢) Chainrule D (G (F)) (X) = DG (F (X)) - DF (X)

1 -7
2-y

- v
=077 ‘ <(X(2_3V+V2)”1—V>)%z (X(2—3y+y2)F<1—y>)ﬁ>
2721 (=54 y) [ 247 XT6—7)
D (G (F))(X) =—
Xy-2(y=DIrd—y)
Iy 1\ f:y
((X =3y +y)FA=y) 77 (X2=3y +y*) (1= V))ﬁ>
) = DG (F (X)) DF (X)

XI'(6—v)
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