
Graefe’s Arch Clin Exp Ophthalmol
(2004) 242:688 B O O K R E V I E W

G. K. Krieglstein Richard Wormald, Liam Smeeth,
Katherine Henshaw (eds):
Evidence-based Ophthalmology
BMJ Books, London, 2004, hardback, 414 pages,
20 illustrations, ISBN 0-7279-1443-X, GBP 90

Published online: 6 July 2004
� Springer-Verlag 2004

G. K. Krieglstein ())
Center of Ophthalmology,
University of Cologne,
Joseph Stelzmann Strasse 9,
50931 Cologne, Germany
e-mail:
guenther.krieglstein@medizin.uni-koeln.de

This volume is unique. It offers a
firm anchor in the immense troubled
seas of medical literature. The book
is accompanied by a free, fully
searchable, convenient-to-use CD-
ROM.

The three editors have succeeded
in harmonizing the input of the 64
highly competent and reputable au-
thors who wrote the 53 chapters
covering all subspecialties in oph-
thalmology. This valuable textbook
starts with a well-structured glossary
and a section on the basics of evi-
dence in medicine. The three chapters
of this section enlighten the reader
about the essentials of medical evi-
dence. The following 50 chapters on
all areas of clinical ophthalmology
accumulate information which re-
spects the prerequisites of scientific

evidence, thus making the vast liter-
ature much more manageable. Each
chapter comprises a series of relevant
questions which are followed by a
paragraph of evidence focussed on
the problem, epidemiology, clinical
considerations, management options
and comments—altogether a very
handy format. Each chapter is con-
cluded by a series of references on
publications at a high level of evi-
dence. Major trials are categorized in
appropriate tables and integrated into
the text. An easy-to-use index at the
end of the book rounds off its con-
tents. The book’s price of GBP 90 is
undoubtedly very good value. I do
hope this book finds a broad appli-
cation for the benefit of critical pa-
tient care.
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