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Abstract In this paper, we introduce the notion of a compact graph. We show that a
simple graph is a compact graph if and only if G is the zero-divisor graph of a poset, and
give a new proof of the main result in Halaš and Jukl (Discrete Math 309:4584–4589,
2009) stating that if G is the zero-divisor graph of a poset, then the chromatic number
and the clique number of G coincide under a mild assumption. We observe that the
zero-divisor graphs of reduced commutative semigroups (rings) are compact, thus pro-
vide a large class of graphs G that could be realized as zero-divisor graphs of posets. In
addition, using these results, we give some equivalent descriptions for the zero-divisor
graphs of posets and reduced commutative semigroups with 0 respectively.

Keywords Compact graph · Partially ordered set · Reduced semigroup ·
Generalized complete r -partite graph

1 Introduction

Given an algebraic object such as a commutative semigroup or a commutative ring S,
one can assign it a graph—the zero-divisor graph �(S). The zero-divisor graph has
been investigated by many authors. The research in this field aims at revealing the
relationship between algebraic theory and graph theory and at advancing application
of one to the other. Refs. [1–4] may serve as a survey along this line.
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In [11], Halaš and Jukl introduced the zero-divisor graph for a partially ordered set
(poset for short). Let (P,≤) be a poset with a least element 0. For any x, y ∈ P , denote
L(x, y) = {z ∈ P | z ≤ x and z ≤ y}. An element x ∈ P is called a zero-divisor if
L(x, y) = {0} for some 0 �= y ∈ P . The zero-divisor graph �(P) of a poset P is the
graph G whose vertex set V (G) consists of the nonzero zero-divisors of P , in which
a is adjacent to b if and only if L(a, b) = {0}. It was shown in [11] that for any poset
P , the clique number and the chromatic number of �(P) coincide if �(P) contains no
infinite cliques. We remark that the graph G = �(P) defined here is slightly different
from the one defined in [11], where the vertex set V (G) consists of all the elements
of P . More recently, the zero-divisor graph of qosets (quasiordered sets) was studied
in [12]. One can refer to [8–10] for the new developments on posets.

In this paper, we introduce the notion of a compact graph. We show that a simple
graph is a compact graph if and only if G is the zero-divisor graph of a poset, and
give a new proof of the main result in [11] stating that if G is the zero-divisor graph
of a poset, then the chromatic number and the clique number of G coincide under a
mild assumption. We observe that the zero-divisor graphs of reduced commutative
semigroups (rings) are compact, thus provide a large class of graphs G that could be
realized as zero-divisor graphs of posets. In addition, using these results, we give some
equivalent descriptions for the zero-divisor graphs of posets and reduced commutative
semigroups with 0 respectively.

Throughout this paper, P will always denote a poset with a least element 0, S a
commutative semigroup with 0, G a simple graph (i.e., an undirected graph without
loops and multiple edges). A graph H is called a subgraph of G if V (H) ⊆ V (G)

and E(H) ⊆ E(G). Moreover, if for any a, b ∈ V (H), {a, b} ∈ E(G) implies
{a, b} ∈ E(H), then H is called an induced subgraph of G. Let x be a vertex of G.
The neighborhood of x, denoted by N (x), is the set of vertices adjacent to x. Let n be
a (finite or infinite) cardinal number. An n-partite graph is a graph whose vertex set
can be partitioned into n subsets so that no edge has both ends in the same subset. A
complete n-partite graph is an n-partite graph in which each vertex is adjacent to every
vertex that is not in the same part. An n-partite graph G is called a proper n-partite
graph if G is not an r -partite graph for any r < n. Recall that the chromatic number of
a graph G, denoted by χ(G), is the minimal number of colors which can be assigned
to the elements of V (G) in such a way that two adjacent vertices have different colors.
One easily sees that G is a proper n-partite graph if and only if χ(G) = n. A subgraph
C of a graph G is called a clique if C is a complete graph. The clique number ω(G)

of G is the least upper bound of the sizes of cliques of G, and clearly χ(R) ≥ ω(G).

2 Compact Graphs

We begin with the following definition, which plays an important role in this paper.

Definition A simple graph G is called a compact graph if G contains no isolated
vertices and for each pair x, y of non-adjacent vertices of G, there is a vertex z with
N (x) ∪ N (y) ⊆ N (z).

First, we give some basic properties of compact graphs.
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Proposition 2.1 Let G be a compact graph. Then for any pair of distinct vertices x, y
of G, either N (x) ∩ N (y) �= ∅, or each vertex in N (x) is adjacent to all the vertices
of N(y). In particular, G is connected with diameter at most 3.

Proof Assume that N (x)∩N (y) = ∅. Let a ∈ N (x) and b ∈ N (y). If a is not adjacent
to b, then there exists a vertex c ∈ V (G) such that {x, y} ⊆ N (a)∪ N (b) ⊆ N (c), and
so c ∈ N (x) ∩ N (y), a contradiction. Hence a is adjacent to b and the result follows.

Recall that a vertex x in a graph G is an end (vertex) in case there is at most one
edge with vertex x. A cut vertex is a vertex whose deletion increases the number of
connected components.

A graph G is a star graph in case there is a vertex x in G such that every other
vertex in G is an end adjacent to x. A graph G is a refinement of a graph H in case the
vertex sets of G and H are the same and every edge in H is an edge of G.

The core of G is the union of all the cycles of G.

Proposition 2.2 Let G be a compact graph.

(1) If G is not a star graph, then any vertex in G is either an end or else lies in a cycle
of length ≤ 4. In particular, the core of G is a union of triangles and rectangles.

(2) For each cut vertex c of G, G∗
c is a connected graph, where G∗

c is the subgraph of G
induced on the vertex set V (G)\{x∈G|x=c or x is an end vertex adjacent to c}.

Proof (1) Assume that a ∈ V (G) is not an end. Since G is not a star graph, there
is a path: x − a − b − c in V (G). In case when x = c or x is adjacent to c, a
is a vertex in the triangle a − b − c − a or the rectangle x − a − b − c − x,
respectively. If x is not adjacent to c, then there is a vertex d ∈ V (G) such that
{a, b} ⊆ N (x) ∪ N (c) ⊆ N (d) and so a is a vertex in the triangle a − b − c − a.
This completes the proof of (1).

(2) Assume to the contrary that there exists a cut vertex c such that G∗
c has at least

two connected components. Take vertices x, y from distinct components of G∗
c .

Then there exists a vertex z such that N (x) ∪ N (y) ⊆ N (z). This z must be c
and hence G is a refinement of a star graph with the center c. But then we have
c ∈ N (c), a contradiction. This completes the proof.

The rest of this section is devoted to colorings of compact graphs

Proposition 2.3 Let G be a compact graph and n a positive integer. If G is a proper
r-partite graph containing a clique of size n − 1, where r is a finite cardinal number
with r ≥ n, then G contains a clique of size n, i.e., ω(G) ≥ n.

Proof Assume that G has parts A1,A2, . . . , An−1, An, . . . , and that {a1, a2, . . . , an−1}
is a clique of G with ai ∈ Ai , i = 1, . . . , n − 1. Since G is a proper r -partite graph,
there is a ∈ An such that N (a)∩ Ai �= ∅ for i = 1, . . . , n −1. If {a1, a2, . . . , an−1} ⊆
N (a), then we are done since {a1, a2, . . . , an−1, a} is a clique of size n. So assume
|N (a) ∩ {a1, a2, . . . , an−1}| ≤ n − 2.

Case 1 |N (a) ∩ {a1, a2, . . . , an−1}| = n − 2. Without loss of generality, we assume
{a1, a2, . . . , an−2} ⊆ N (a) and an−1 /∈ N (a). Fix bn−1 ∈ N (a) ∩ An−1. As an−1 is
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not adjacent to bn−1, there exists b ∈ V (G) such that N (b) ⊇ N (an−1) ∪ N (bn−1) ⊇
{a1, . . . , an−2, a}. It is easy to see that {a1, . . . , an−2, a, b} is a clique of size n and
we are done.

Case 2 |N (a) ∩ {a1, a2, . . . , an−1}| < n − 2. Without loss of generality, we assume
that an−1 is not adjacent to a. Since {a1, . . . , an−2} ⊆ N (an−1), there exists a ver-
tex b ∈ V (G) such that N (b) ⊇ {a1, a2, . . . , an−2} ∪ N (a). Note that N (b) ⊇
{a1, a2, . . . , an−2} and N (b) ∩ Ai ⊇ N (a) ∩ Ai �= ∅ for 1 ≤ i ≤ n − 1, we obtain a
clique of size n by the the same way as in Case 1.

In both cases, we obtain a clique of size n and the result follows.

Corollary 2.4 For any compact graph G whose clique number ω(G) is finite, the
chromatic number χ(G) coincides with the clique number ω(G).

Proof Write ω(G) = n. If χ(G) = r > n, then G is a proper r -partite graph and so
ω(G) ≥ n + 1 by Proposition 2.3, a contradiction. Hence χ(G) = n.

For a general simple graph G, the clique number ω(G) may be infinite even if G
contains no infinite cliques. A typical example of this kind can constructed as follows.
Let Kn denote a set of n elements for each n > 0, satisfying that Kn ∩ Km = ∅ if
m �= n. We use G for the simple graph with vertex set V (G) = ∪n>0 Kn and for any
distinct elements x, y ∈ V (G), x is adjacent to y if and only if there is n > 0 such
that {x, y} ⊆ Kn . It is clear that G contains no infinite cliques but ω(G) = ∞. Hence,
we need the following results to obtain the main theorem of this section.

Lemma 2.5 For a compact graph G which has no infinite cliques, the ascending chain
condition holds for neighborhoods of G.

Proof Assume to the contrary that there exists a strictly increasing chain of neighbor-
hoods:

N (x1) ⊂ N (x2) ⊂ · · · ⊂ N (xn) ⊂ · · ·

For i , fix yi ∈ N (xi )\N (xi−1). Since yi is not adjacent to xi−1, there exists ai ∈ V (G)

such that N (xi−1) ∪ N (yi ) ⊆ N (ai ). One easily checks that ai ∈ N (xi ) \ N (xi−1)

and so ai �= a j if i �= j . For any j > i , we have ai ∈ N (xi ) ⊆ N (x j−1) ⊆ N (a j ),
so ai is adjacent to a j . Thus {ai |i ≥ 1} is an infinite clique, a contradiction.

Proposition 2.6 For a compact graph G, the following statements are equivalent:
(1) G contains no infinite cliques.
(2) The ascending chain condition holds for neighborhoods of G.
(3) ω(G) = n for some positive integer n < ∞.

In addition, if one of the three conditions hold, then ω(G) is the number of mutually
distinct maximal neighborhoods.

Proof (1) ⇒ (2). This follows from Lemma 2.5.
(2) ⇒ (3). Set T = {N (a)|a ∈ V (G)} and define a partial order on T by set

inclusion. By Zorn’s lemma, T has maximal elements, thus each N (x) is contained in
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a maximal element of T . We claim that if G contains a clique of size k, then T has at
least k maximal elements. Indeed, let {a1, a2, . . . , ak} be a clique of size k. For each
i , pick up bi ∈ V (G) such that N (ai ) ⊆ N (bi ), where N (bi ) is a maximal element
in T . We show that N (bi ) �= N (b j ) if i �= j . If not, then ai ∈ N (a j ) ⊆ N (b j ), and
so b j ∈ N (ai ) ⊆ N (b j ), a contradiction. This proves our claim. Let S be the subset
consisting of all maximal elements in T . If N (b1) �= N (b2) ∈ S, then b1 is adjacent
to b2, for otherwise, there is a vertex b ∈ V (G) such that N (b1) ∪ N (b2) ⊆ N (b),
which is impossible. Since G contains no infinite cliques, S is finite and it follows that
ω(G) = n by our claim, where n = |S|.

(3) ⇒ (1). This is obvious. The final statement follows from the proof of (2) ⇒ (3).

From the proof of Proposition 2.6, we have the following.

Corollary 2.7 For a compact graph G, if each neighborhood N (x) is contained in
a maximal neighborhood, then the clique number of G coincides with the cardinal
number of the set of all maximal neighborhoods in G.

Combining Corollary 2.4 and Proposition 2.6, we obtain the main result of this
section immediately.

Theorem 2.8 If G is a compact graph which contains no infinite cliques, then ω(G) =
χ(G) = n for some positive integer n < ∞.

3 The Zero-divisor Graph of a Poset

In this section, we will give a four-way characterization of the zero-divisor graph of a
poset.

Theorem 3.1 A simple graph G is the zero-divisor graph of a poset if and only if G
is a compact graph.

Proof ⇒ Assume G = �(P), where P is a poset with a least element 0. Assume
further V (G) �= ∅. Clearly, G contains no isolated vertices. If x is not adjacent to y,
then L(x, y) �= {0}, and so there is an element 0 �= z ∈ P such that z ≤ x, z ≤ y,
which implies N (x) ∪ N (y) ⊆ N (z), as desired.

⇐ Assume that G is a compact graph and denote P = V (G)∪{0}, where 0 �∈ V (G).
We know that there is an equivalence relation ∼ in V (G), i.e., for any x, y ∈ V (G),
x ∼ y if and only if N (x) = N (y). Let {ai |i ∈ I } be a subset of V (G) such that
for any x ∈ V (G), there is a unique i ∈ I with x ∼ ai . Define an order ≤ on P as
follows: (1) For any x ∈ P , 0 ≤ x and x ≤ x, (2) For any x �= y ∈ V (G), x ≤ y
if and only if either N (y) � N (x) or N (y) = N (x) and x = ai for some i ∈ I . It
is routine to check that (P,≤) is a partially ordered set. Denote H = �(P) and we
proceed to show that the graph H coincides with the graph G.

First, we have to show that V (G) = V (H). Clearly, V (H) ⊆ V (G). Conversely,
G is connected by Proposition 2.1. Thus for any x ∈ V (G), there exists y ∈ V (G)

such that x is adjacent to y. We claim that L(x, y) = {0} and hence x ∈ V (H) and
V (H) = V (G). Indeed, if L(x, y) �= {0}, then there is an element z ∈ V (G) such
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that N (x) ⊆ N (z), N (y) ⊆ N (z). Note that in this case x ∈ N (z) and so z ∈ N (x),
giving z ∈ N (z), a contradiction.

Now we show that E(H) = E(G). Assume x, y ∈ V (G) and x is adjacent to y in G.
We have already shown L(x, y) = {0}, i.e., x is adjacent to y in H . On the other hand,
let x, y ∈ V (G) with L(x, y) = {0}. If N (x) = N (y), then assume N (x) = N (ai ) for
some i ∈ I . Then ai ∈ L(x, y), a contradiction. Hence N (x) �= N (y) and it follows
that x is adjacent to y in G, for otherwise, N (x) ∪ N (y) ⊆ N (z) for some z ∈ V (G),
which implies z ∈ L(x, y), a contradiction. This completes the proof.

By Theorem 3.1 and Theorem 2.8, we rediscover the main theorem of [11].

Theorem 3.2 If G is the zero-divisor graph of a poset which contains no infinite
cliques, then ω(G) = χ(G) = n for some positive integer n < ∞.

It is interesting to compare Theorem 3.2 with Dilworth’s theorem—a famous the-
orem in extremal combinatorial theory (see [6] or [13]).

Dilworth’s theorem Let P be a finite poset. The minimum number m of the disjoint
chains which together contain all elements of P is equal to the maximum number M
of elements in an antichain of P.

Let T (P) denote the graph whose vertex set is P in which a is adjacent to b if
and only if a and b are non-comparable. Using this notion, Dilworth’s theorem can be
restated as follows: If P is a finite poset, then ω(T (P)) = χ(T (P)).

Recall that an equivalence relation ∼ was defined for any graph G as follows [1]:
x ∼ y if and only if N (x) = N (y) for any x, y ∈ V (G). Let [x] be the equiva-
lence class which contains x, and Gr be the set of equivalence classes. Notice that
Gr becomes a graph in the natural way with [x] and [y] adjacent in Gr if and only
if x and y are adjacent in G. The graph Gr is called the reduced graph of G. Using
Theorem 3.2, we can determine the structure of zero-divisor graphs of posets. We
begin with the following corollary.

Corollary 3.3 (1) A graph G is a compact graph if and only if its reduced graph Gr

is a compact graph.
(2) A graph G is the zero-divisor graph of a poset if and only if its reduced graph Gr

is the zero-divisor graph of a poset.

Proof (1) A straightforward check. (2) This follows from (1) and Theorem 3.1.

For convenience, we give the following definition.

Definition 3.4 Let n be an integer greater than 1. A simple graph G is called an
n-compact graph in case G is a compact graph with ω(G) = n.

By Theorem 2.8, if G is an n-compact graph, then G is a proper n-partite graph
with a clique of size n. To state our main result, we need the following lemmas.

Lemma 3.5 Let G be an n-compact graph with parts Ai , i = 1, 2, . . . , n, and let
a, b ∈ V (G). If (N (a) ∪ N (b)) ∩ Ai �= ∅ for each 1 ≤ i ≤ n, then a is adjacent to b.
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Proof If a is not adjacent to b, then there is a vertex c ∈ V (G) such that N (c)∩ Ai �= ∅
for each 1 ≤ i ≤ n, which is impossible.

Let �n(G) denote the set of all the vertices which lie in some clique of size n of G.

Lemma 3.6 Let G be an n-compact graph with parts Ai , i = 1, 2, . . . , n. If ai ∈
�n(G) ∩ Ai , i = 1, 2, . . . , n, then {a1, a2, . . . , an} is a clique in G.

Proof We easily see that if 1 ≤ i �= j ≤ n, then (N (ai ) ∪ N (a j )) ∩ Ak �= ∅ for
k = 1, 2, . . . , n as either k �= i or k �= j , and it follows that ai is adjacent to a j by
Lemma 3.5.

By Lemma 3.6, if G is a n-compact graph, then the induced subgraph on �n(G) is
a complete n-partite graph.

Lemma 3.7 Let G be an n-compact graph with parts Ai , i = 1, 2, . . . , n. For any
1 ≤ k ≤ n and h ∈ V (G) \ �n(G), if there exists a vertex b0 ∈ �n(G) ∩ Ak such
that h is adjacent to b0, then h is adjacent to all vertices in �n(G) ∩ Ak.

Proof Assume that {ai ∈ Ai | i = 1, 2, . . . , n} is a clique of G. Then for any b ∈
�n(G)∩ Ak , we have that {a1, . . . , ak−1, ak+1, . . . , an} ⊆ N (b) thus N (h)∪ N (b) �
{a1, . . . , ak−1, b0, ak+1, . . . , an} by Lemma 3.6. Hence (N (h) ∪ N (b)) ∩ Ai �= ∅ for
1 ≤ i ≤ n, which shows that h is adjacent to b by Lemma 3.5, as desired.

For convenience, we denote {1, 2, . . . , n} by [1, n], and for a ∈ V (G) we set
W (a) = {i ∈ [1, n]|N (a) ∩ �n(G) ∩ Ai �= ∅}. Lemma 3.7 yields that if a ∈
V (G)\�n(G), then i ∈ W (a) if and only if a is adjacent to any vertex in �n(G)∩ Ai .

Lemma 3.8 Assume that G is a n-compact graph with parts Ai , i = 1, 2, . . . , n and
let x, y ∈ V (G)\�n(G). Then x is adjacent to y if and only if W (x)∪W (y) = [1, n].
Proof Let {ai ∈ Ai |i = 1, 2, . . . , n} be a clique of G. It is clear that if W (x) ∪
W (y) = [1, n], then x is adjacent to y by Lemma 3.5. To prove the converse, assume
W (x) ∪ W (y) � [1, n] and x is adjacent to y. Fix k ∈ [1, n] \ (W (x) ∪ W (y)). Then
as mentioned above x is not adjacent to ak , hence there exists b such that N (b) �
N (x)∪ N (ak) � {y, a1, . . . , ak−1, ak+1, . . . , an}. It follows that b ∈ �n(G)∩ Ak and
y is adjacent to b. However, since k /∈ W (y), y is not adjacent to any of the vertices in
�n(G) ∩ Ak by Lemma 3.7, a contradiction. This completes the proof.

Definition 3.9 A simple connected graph G is called a generalized complete n-partite
graph if V (G) is a disjoint union of A and H satisfying the following conditions:

(1) A = �n(G) and the induced graph on A is a complete n−partite graph with parts,
say Ai , i = 1, 2, . . . , n.

(2) For any h ∈ H and i ∈ [1, n], h is adjacent to some vertex of Ai if and only if h
is adjacent to any vertex of Ai .
Set W (h) = {1 ≤ i ≤ n|N (h) ∩ Ai �= ∅} for any h ∈ H .

(3) For any h1, h2 ∈ H , h1 is adjacent to h2 if and only if W (h1) ∪ W (h2) = [1, n].
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Remark 3.10 We will refer the graph in Definition 3.9 as a generalized complete
n-partite graph with a partition V (G) = A ∪ H (or V (G) = A1 ∪ A2 ∪ . . .∪ An ∪ H ).
Note that in Definition 3.9, if h ∈ H , then |W (h)| ≤ n −2, for otherwise, h ∈ �n(G).
Hence a generalized complete 2-partite graph is exactly a complete 2-partite graph.

Let R = Zn
2 be the direct product of n copies of the ring Z2 of integers modulo 2.

Clearly, it is a Boolean ring and it becomes a poset by defining that e ≤ f if and only
if e f = e for any e, f ∈ R. It is interesting to see that the zero-divisor graphs of R
as a ring (or a semigroup) and as a poset coincide. Recall that an element e �= 0 in a
poset P is primitive if for any 0 �= f ∈ P , f ≤ e implies e = f . We call a subgraph
H of �(Zn

2) minimal if H is the induced subgraph on a subset of V (�(Zn
2)) which

contains all the primitive elements of the poset Zn
2, and minimal closed if H is minimal

and V (H) ∪ {0} is a sub-semigroup of Zn
2. These concepts are very useful when we

describe the structure of the zero-divisor graphs of posets and reduced semigroups.
Now, we are ready to state and prove the main theorem of this section.

Theorem 3.11 Let G be a graph with ω(G) = n < ∞. Then the following statements
are equivalent:
(1) G is the zero-divisor graph of a poset.
(2) G is an n-compact graph.
(3) G is a generalized complete n-partite graph.
(4) The reduced graph Gr of G is isomorphic to a minimal subgraph of �(Zn

2).

Proof (1) ⇔ (2) It follows from Theorem 3.1.
(2) ⇒ (3) It follows from Lemmas 3.6, 3.7 and 3.8.
(3) ⇒ (4) Let G be a generalized complete n-partite graph with a partition A ∪ H ,

where A has parts A1, . . . , An . Then for any x, y ∈ A, N (x) = N (y) if and only if
x, y ∈ Ai for some i , if and only if W (x) = W (y). For any x, y ∈ H , N (x) = N (y)

if and only if W (x) = W (y). For any x ∈ A, y ∈ H , we always have N (x) �= N (y)

and W (x) �= W (y). In conclusion, for any x, y ∈ V (G), W (x) = W (y) if and only if
x ∼ y. Let {ei |i ∈ [1, n]} denote the set of all the primitive elements of Zn

2. We define
a map φ : V (Gr ) → Zn

2 by the rule that for any x ∈ V (G),

φ([x]) =
∑

i /∈W (x)

ei .

Then φ([ai ]) = ei for any ai ∈ Ai , i = 1, . . . , n and so Im(φ) contains all the prim-
itive elements of Zn

2. Since the sums on the right side are different for different W’s,
φ is injective. For any [x], [y] ∈ V (Gr ), one easily check that [x] is adjacent to [y] in
Gr iff W (x) ∪ W (y) = [1, n] iff φ([x])φ([y]) = 0 iff φ([x]) is adjacent to φ([y]) in
�(Zn

2). Thus Gr is isomorphic to a minimal subgraph of �(Zn
2).

(4) ⇒ (1) It follows from Corollary 3.3.

By Theorem 3.11, one can easily check whether a simple graph is the zero-divisor
graph of a poset.
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Fig. 1 A graph which is not the
graph of any poset

Example 3.12 Let G be the graph of a poset. If G is a bipartite graph, then G is a
complete bipartite graph by Remark 3.11. In particular, if G is a tree, i.e., a bipartite
graph containing no cycles, then G is a star graph.

Example 3.13 The graph G in Fig. 1 is not the graph of a poset. In fact, if G is the
graph of a poset, then �n(G) = {1, 2, 3}. Since W (4) ∪ W (5) = {1, 2} �= [1, 3], we
obtain by Definition 3.9 and Theorem 3.11 that the vertex 4 is not adjacent to 5, a
contradiction.

Recall that a simple graph G is called a split graph if V (G) can be partitioned into
disjoint subsets S and K , such that K is a clique and S is an independent set (i.e., for
any distinct vertices x, y ∈ S, x is not adjacent to y). We can determine when a split
graph is the graph of a poset immediately using Theorem 3.11.

Corollary 3.14 Let G be a split graph with a partition V (G) = K ∪ S. If |K | < ∞,
then G is the graph of a poset if and only if one of the following conditions hold:
(1) For any a, b ∈ S, N (a) ∪ N (b) � K .
(2) There exists a ∈ S such that N (a) = K .

Proof ⇒ Note that if �n(G) �= K , then there exists a ∈ S such that N (a) = K
and in this case �n(G) = K ∪ {a}. In case �n(G) = K , we have (1) and in case
�n(G) �= K , we have (2) by Definition 3.9 and Theorem 3.11.

⇐ It is immediate from Definition 3.9 and Theorem 3.11.

4 The Zero-divisor Graph of a Reduced Semigroup

In this section, by a semigroup we mean a commutative semigroup with a zero element
0. Recall that a semigroup S is said to be reduced if for any x ∈ S and any positive
integer n, xn = 0 implies x = 0, and is said to be idempotent if for each x ∈ S, x2 = x.
An idempotent semigroup is just a so-called semilattice. Recall that a semigroup S is
called (von Neumann) regular if for every x ∈ S, there exists an element y ∈ S such
that x = xyx. Clearly, every idempotent semigroup is von Neumann regular, and each
regular semigroup is reduced. For details, we refer to [5,14].

Proposition 4.1 Let S be a reduced semigroup with 0. Then the zero-divisor graph
�(S) of S is a compact graph.

Proof The graph �(S) clearly contains no isolated vertex. For any distinct non-adja-
cent vertices x, y ∈ V (�(S)), xy �= 0 by definition and so xy ∈ V (�(S)). Let
a ∈ N (x) ∪ N (y). Then either ax = 0 or ay = 0, and so axy = 0. As xyxy �= 0, we
obtain a �= xy, thus a ∈ N (xy). Hence N (x) ∪ N (y) ⊆ N (xy), as desired.
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By Proposition 4.1 and Theorem 2.8, the equality χ(�(R)) = ω(�(R)) holds for
any reduced ring R, which is one of the main results in [3].

Proposition 4.2 Let G be any simple connected graph. If the reduced graph Gr of G
is the zero-divisor graph of some idempotent semigroup, then so is G.

Proof Let “∼” be the natural equivalence relation on V (G) and let {ei |i ∈ I } be a
subset of V (G) such that for any x ∈ V (G), there is a unique i ∈ I with x ∼ ei . Then
Gr is (isomorphic to) the subgraph of G induced on the set {ei |i ∈ I } and so there
is a binary operation � on the set S = {ei |i ∈ I } ∪ {0} making S into an idempotent
semigroup with �(S) = Gr . Now, define a binary operation on the set T = V (G)∪{0}
as follows: for any x, y ∈ V (G) with x ∼ ei , y ∼ e j , if x = y then xy = x, if x �= y
then xy = ei � e j ; and for any x ∈ T , 0x = x0 = 0. We first check that the operation
is associative. Let x, y, z ∈ T . If one of x, y, z is 0, then (xy)z = x(yz) = y(xz) = 0.
So we assume x, y, z ∈ V (G). Then there are i, j, k ∈ I such that x ∼ ei , y ∼ e j ,
z ∼ ek . We distinguish three possible cases:

Case 1 Assume that x, y, z are pairwise distinct. If none of the equalities z = xy, y =
xz,x = yz holds, then (xy)z = x(yz) = y(xz) = ei � e j � ek ; Otherwise, assume
without loss of generality that z = xy. Then

yz = y(ei � e j ) =
{

ei � e j if y = ei � e j

ei � (ei � e j ) = ei � e j if y �= ei � e j
= ei � e j .

Hence

x(yz) = x(ei � e j ) =
{

ei � e j if x = ei � e j

ei � (ei � e j ) = ei � e j if x �= ei � e j
.

Thus x(yz) = ei � e j . Similarly, (xy)z = y(xz) = ei � e j . This proves (xy)z =
x(yz) = y(xz) in this case.

Case 2 Assume that x = y and x �= z. Then

x(yz) = x(e j � ek) =
{

e j � ek if x = e j � ek

ei � (e j � ek) = e j � ek ( as ei = e j ) otherwise
.

Thus x(yz) = e j � ek . Similarly, (xy)z = y(xz) = e j � ek . This proves (xy)z =
x(yz) = y(xz) in this case.

Case 3 Assume that x = y = z. Then (xy)z = x(yz) = y(xz) = x.
Hence the operation is associative and T is an idempotent semigroup with 0. Finally

we check that �(T ) = G. Let x, y ∈ V (G) with x �= y. Then there are i, j ∈ I such
that x ∼ ei , y ∼ e j . Note that x is adjacent to y in G, if and only if ei is adjacent to
e j in Gr , if and only if ei � e j = 0, if and only if xy = 0, the result follows.

We conclude the paper by characterizing zero-divisor graphs of reduced semigroups
with 0. Recall that a subgraph H of Zn

2 is called minimal closed if H is minimal and
V (H) ∪ {0} is a sub-semigroup of Zn

2.
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Theorem 4.3 Let G be a simple graph with ω(G) = n < ∞. Then the following
statements are equivalent:
(1) G is the zero-divisor graph of a reduced semigroup with 0.
(2) G is a generalized complete n-partite graph such that for any nonadjacent vertices

a, b ∈ V (G), there is a vertex c ∈ V (G) with W (c) = W (a) ∪ W (b).
(3) The reduced graph Gr of G is isomorphic to a minimal closed subgraph of �(Zn

2).
(4) G is the zero-divisor graph of a semilattice (or equivalently, idempotent semi-

group) with 0.

Proof (1) ⇒ (2) By Theorem 3.11 and Proposition 4.1, G = �(S) is a generalized
complete n-partite graph. Assume that G has partition V (G) = A1 ∪ · · · ∪ An ∪ H
and let a, b ∈ V (G) be nonadjacent vertices. If a, b ∈ A, then a, b ∈ Ai for some i ,
so W (a) = W (b) = W (a) ∪ W (b). If a ∈ H and b ∈ A, then W (a) � W (b) and
so W (a) ∪ W (b) = W (b). If a, b ∈ H , we claim W (a) ∪ W (b) = W (ab). If not,
pick up k ∈ W (ab) \ (W (a) ∪ W (b)) and take x ∈ Ak . As W (xa) � W (x), we have
ax ∈ Ak . Likewise, bx ∈ Ak . Hence axbx �= 0. However, since k ∈ W (ab) and
x ∈ Ak , xab = 0, a contradiction.

(2) ⇒ (3) As in the proof of Theorem 3.11, we define the map φ : V (Gr ) → Zn
2

by the rule that for any x ∈ V (G),

φ([x]) =
∑

i /∈W (x)

ei .

It remains to check that S = Im(φ)∪ {0} is a sub-semigroup of Zn
2. Let [a], [b] ∈ Gr .

If [a] is adjacent to [b], then φ([a])φ([b]) = 0 ∈ S. If [a] is not adjacent to [b], then
there is c ∈ V (G) such that W (c) = W (a) ∪ W (b). Note that

φ([a])φ([b]) =
∑

i /∈W (a)

ei

∑

i /∈W (b)

ei =
∑

i /∈W (a)∪W (b)

ei = φ([c]),

showing S is closed under multiplication and thus is a sub-semigroup of Zn
2.

(3) ⇒ (4) It follows from Proposition 4.2.
(4) ⇒ (1) Trivially.

Remark 4.4 Using Theorem 3.11 and Theorem 4.3, we easily see that (1) the zero-
divisor graph of a reduced semigroup is always the zero-divisor graph of a poset; (2)
the zero-divisor graph of a reduced semigroup is the same as the zero-divisor graph
of a semilattice (i.e., an idempotent semigroup).

Remark 4.5 Since the zero-divisor graphs of reduced semigroups are the same as zero-
divisor graphs of semilattices by Theorem 4.3, one may ask if it is true that a reduced
semigroup and its greatest semilattice image have the same zero-divisor graph. Con-
sider the semigroup (Z6,×) = {0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5}. Let T be the subset {0, 2, 4, 3} of Z6.
Then T is a reduced semigroup as a subsemigroup of Z6. Clearly �(T ) is isomorphic
to K1,2, the complete bipartite graph on three vertices. Set S = {0, a, b}. Then S is an
idempodent semigroup (i.e., semilattice) in the operation a2 = 2, b2 = 3, a · b = 0.

123



804 Graphs and Combinatorics (2010) 26:793–804

Define φ : T → S by φ(2) = φ(4) = a and φ(3) = b. It is direct to check that φ is
a semigroup homomorphism and so S is a greatest semilattice image of T . However
�(S) is an edge. Hence �(T ) � �(S).

Acknowledgments This research is supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China
(Grant No.10671122), partially by Collegial Natural Science Research Program of Education Department
of Jiangsu Province (No.07KJD110179 and 09KJB110006).

References

1. Anderson, D.F., Levy, J., Shapiro, R.: Zero-divisor graphs, von Neumann regular rings, and Boolean
algebras. J. Pure Appl. Algebra 180, 221–241 (2003)

2. Anderson, D.D., Naseer, M.: Beck’s coloring of a commutative ring. J. Algebra 159, 500–514 (1993)
3. Beck, I.: Coloring of commutative rings. J. Algebra 116, 208–226 (1988)
4. DeMeyer, F.R., DeMeyer, L.: Zero-divisor graphs of semigroups. J. Algebra 283, 190–198 (2005)
5. Nimbhorkar, S.K., Wasadikhar, M.P., Demeyer, L.: Coloring of meet-semilattices. ARS Comb. 84, 97–

104 (2007)
6. Dilworth, R.P.: A decomposition theorem for partially ordered sets. Ann. Math. 51(2), 161–166 (1950)
7. DeMeyer, F.R., McKenzie, T., Schneider, K.: The zero-divisor graph of a commutative semi-

group. Semigroup Forum 65, 206–214 (2002)
8. Halaš, R.: On extensions of ideals in posets. Discrete Math. 308, 4972–4977 (2008)
9. Halaš, R.: Ideals and annihilators in ordered sets. Czech. Math. J. 45, 127–134 (1995)

10. Halaš, R., Lihová, J.: On weakly-cut stable maps. Inf. Sci. 180, 971–983 (2010)
11. Halaš, R., Jukl, M.: On Beck’s coloring of posets. Discrete Math. 309, 4584–4589 (2009)
12. Halaš, R., Länger, H.: The zero-divisor graph of a qoset. Order (2009). doi:10.1007/s11083009-9120-1
13. van Lint, J.H., Wilson, R.M.: A Course in Combinatorics. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge

(2001)
14. Wu, T.S., Lu, D.C.: Sub-semigroups of determined by the zero-divisor graph. Discrete Math. 308, 5122–

5135 (2008)

123

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11083 009-9120-1

	The Zero-divisor Graphs of Posets and an Application to Semigroups
	Abstract
	1 Introduction
	2 Compact Graphs
	3 The Zero-divisor Graph of a Poset
	4 The Zero-divisor Graph of a Reduced Semigroup
	Acknowledgments
	References



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 149
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 149
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 599
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /DEU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


