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Abstract By means of the method of vector angular spec-
trum representation and the mathematical techniques, the
analytically vectorial structure of the circular flattened
Gaussian beam (CFGB) is derived without any approxima-
tion, which can be applicable to an arbitrary observation
plane. In the far-field, the analytical formulae of the TE and
the TM terms are further simplified using the method of sta-
tionary phase. The analytical expressions of the energy flux
for the TE term, the TM term, and the CFGB are also pre-
sented. The energy flux distributions of the TE term, the TM
term, and the CFGB are demonstrated in different reference
planes, and the evolvement of the patterns of the TE term,
the TM term, and the CFGB upon propagation are graphi-
cally illustrated.

1 Introduction

The flattened beams, namely the optical beams with a nearly
uniform intensity distribution, are required in some cer-
tain applications [1] and have attracted a lot of attention.
The propagation properties of flattened beams including the
propagation factor and the kurtosis parameter have been in-
vestigated in free space [2, 3]. The focal shift of focused
flattened beams has been examined [4]. The propagation
characteristics of flattened beams have been demonstrated
in the fractional Fourier transform plane [5, 6]. The analyti-
cal expressions for flattened beams through a misaligned or
an apertured or an unapertured ABCD optical system have
been derived, the corresponding propagation properties have
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been extensively discussed [7–13]. The propagation of flat-
tened beams in the turbulent atmosphere, which includes
the average intensity distribution and the scintillation index,
has been investigated in detail [14–19]. The flattened beams
can be experimentally generated by double-pass copper va-
por laser masteroscillator power-amplifier systems [20] and
another efficient optical system [21]. To describe the flat-
tened beams, many different theoretical models have been
proposed [22–27], one of which, namely a circular flattened
Gaussian beam (CFGB), is a suitable one [28, 29]. The ad-
vantage of the CFGB is that the intensity distribution is var-
ied from the flattened center to zero in a continuous and
nonoscillatory way. The propagation of a CFGB with and
without a circular aperture through an optical system is in-
vestigated in the turbulent atmosphere [30, 31]. To further
examine the propagation properties of a CFGB, the vector-
ial structure of a CFGB is investigated in this paper. Accord-
ing to the value of the axial propagation distance, the beam
propagation region is divided into the three regions [32]: the
source region (the axial propagation distance smaller than
or of the order of the wavelength), the near-field (the ax-
ial propagation distance larger than a few wavelengths), and
the far-field (the axial propagation distance approaching in-
finity). If the vectorial structure of a CFGB presented here
is applicable arbitrarily to any of the three propagation re-
gions, one can examine the variational rule of the CFGB
upon propagation. To achieve the above goal, here the de-
scription of a CFGB is based on the method of vector angu-
lar spectrum representation. By means of some mathemati-
cal techniques, the vectorial structure of a CFGB is derived
without any approximation. By using the formulae derived,
the energy flux distributions of the CFGB and its structural
composition are numerically investigated.
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2 Analytically vectorial structure of CFGBs

In the Cartesian coordinate system, a CFGB propagates to-
ward half free space z ≥ 0. The z-axis is taken to be the
propagation axis. In the theoretical researches and the prac-
tical applications, the linearly polarized state is the famil-
iar and simple case. Therefore, the initial electric field of a
CFGB in the source plane z = 0 is assumed to be polarized
in the x-direction and takes the form of [28, 29]

(
Ex(ρ0,0)

Ey(ρ0,0)

)
=

⎛
⎝∑N

m=1 bm exp(−mρ2
0

w2
0

)

0

⎞
⎠ (1)

with the weight coefficient bm given by

bm = (−1)m−1

N

(
N

m

)
, (2)

where the integer N ≥ 2 and ρ0 = (x2
0 + y2

0)1/2. w0/
√

m

is the Gaussian waist. The flatness of the beam profile of
a CFGB in the source plane is mainly determined by the
parameter N . Increasing the parameter N effectively flattens
the beam more. According to the vector angular spectrum
representation of an electromagnetic beam, the propagating
electric field of the CFGB can be written as

E(ρ, z) =
∫ ∞

−∞

∫ ∞

−∞
A(p, q)

× exp
[
ik(px + qy + γ z)

]
dp dq, (3)

where

A(p, q) = Ax(p,q)

(
ex − p

γ
ez

)
, (4)

and

Ax(p,q) = 1

λ2

∫ ∞

−∞

∫ ∞

−∞
Ex(ρ0,0)

× exp
[−ik(px0 + qy0)

]
dx0 dy0

= 1

4πf 2

N∑
m=1

bm

m
exp

(
− β2

4mf 2

)
. (5)

A(p, q) is the vector angular spectrum and k = 2π/λ with λ

the optical wavelength. ex and ez are the two unit vectors in
the x- and z-directions, respectively. ρ = (x2 + y2)1/2, β =
(p2 + q2)1/2, γ = (1 − β2)1/2, and f = 1/kw0. The values
of β < 1 correspond to the homogeneous plane waves prop-
agating at angles sin−1 β with respect to the z-axis, whereas
values of β > 1 correspond to the evanescent waves. The
time dependent factor exp(−iωt) is omitted in (3), and ω is
the angular frequency.

In the frequency domain, we can define two unit vectors
e1 and e2 as [33–36]:

e1 = q

β
ex − p

β
ey, e2 = pγ

β
ex + qγ

β
ey − βez, (6)

where ey is the unit vector in the y-direction. The three unit
vectors s, e1, and e2 form a mutually perpendicular right-
handed system:

s × e1 = e2, e1 × e2 = s, e2 × s = e1, (7)

where s = pex + qey + γ ez. In this frequency domain, the
vector angular spectrum A(p, q) can be decomposed into
two terms [33–36]:

A(p, q) = [
A(p, q) · e1

]
e1 + [

A(p, q) · e2
]
e2, (8)

where the dot denotes the scalar product. Accordingly, the
propagating electric field of a CFGB can be expressed as a
sum of the TE and TM terms:

E(ρ, z) = ETE(ρ, z) + ETM(ρ, z), (9)

with ETE(ρ, z) and ETM(ρ, z) given by

ETE(ρ, z) =
∫ ∞

−∞

∫ ∞

−∞
[
A(p, q) · e1

]
e1

× exp
[
ik(px + qy + γ z)

]
dp dq, (10)

ETM(ρ, z) =
∫ ∞

−∞

∫ ∞

−∞
[
A(p, q) · e2

]
e2

× exp
[
ik(px + qy + γ z)

]
dp dq. (11)

The corresponding magnetic field of a CFGB can also be
expressed as a sum of the TE and TM terms:

H (ρ, z) = HTE(ρ, z) + HTM(ρ, z), (12)

with HTE(ρ, z) and HTM(ρ, z) given by

HTE(ρ, z) = η

∫ ∞

−∞

∫ ∞

−∞
[
A(p, q) · e1

]
e2

× exp
[
ik(px + qy + γ z)

]
dp dq, (13)

HTM(ρ, z) = −η

∫ ∞

−∞

∫ ∞

−∞
[
A(p, q) · e2

]
e1

× exp
[
ik(px + qy + γ z)

]
dp dq, (14)

where η = (ε0/μ0)
1/2. ε0 and μ0 are the electric permittiv-

ity and the magnetic permeability of vacuum, respectively.
Here, the TE and TM terms denote that the longitudinal
component of the electric and the magnetic fields is equal
to zero, respectively. Inserting (4)–(6) into (10), the TE term
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of the propagating electric field for a CFGB yields

ETE(ρ, z) = 1

8πf 2

N∑
m=1

bm

m

∫ ∞

0

∫ 2π

0
exp

(
− β2

4mf 2

)

× (
2 sin2 ϕex − sin 2ϕey

)
exp(ikγ z)

× exp
[
ikρβ cos(ϕ − θ)

]
β dβ dϕ, (15)

where θ = tan−1(y/x) and ϕ = tan−1(q/p). By evaluating
the integral over ϕ, (15) turns out to

ETE(ρ, z) = 1

4f 2

N∑
m=1

bm

m

{[
T0(ρ, z) + cos 2θT2(ρ, z)

]
ex

+ sin 2θT2(ρ, z)ey

}
, (16)

with T2n(ρ, z) given by

T2n(ρ, z) =
∫ ∞

0
exp

(
− β2

4mf 2

)
exp(ikγ z)

× J2n(kρβ)β dβ, (17)

where J2n is the 2n-th order Bessel function of the first kind,
and n is an arbitrary integer. Similarly, the TM term of the
propagating electric field for a CFGB reads as

ETM(ρ, z) = 1

4f 2

N∑
m=1

bm

m

{[
T0(ρ, z) − cos 2θT2(ρ, z)

]
ex

− sin 2θT2(ρ, z)ey − i2 cos θU(ρ, z)ez

}
,

(18)

with U(ρ, z) given by

U(ρ, z) =
∫ ∞

0
exp

(
− β2

4mf 2

)
exp(ikγ z)

× J1(kρβ)β2γ −1 dβ. (19)

The TE and TM terms of the propagating magnetic field for
a CFGB are found to be

HTE(ρ, z) = η

4f 2

N∑
m=1

bm

m

{
sin 2θG2(ρ, z)ex

+ [
G0(ρ, z) + cos 2θG2(ρ, z)

]
ey

− T0(ρ, z)ez

}
, (20)

HTM(ρ, z) = − η

4f 2

N∑
m=1

bm

m

{
sin 2θK2(ρ, z)ex

− [
K0(ρ, z) − cos 2θK2(ρ, z)

]
ey

}
, (21)

with G2n(ρ, z) and K2n(ρ, z) given by

G2n(ρ, z) =
∫ ∞

0
exp

(
− β2

4mf 2

)
exp(ikγ z)

× J2n(kρβ)βγ dβ, (22)

K2n(ρ, z) =
∫ ∞

0
exp

(
− β2

4mf 2

)
exp(ikγ z)

× J2n(kρβ)βγ −1dβ. (23)

In the source region, z is smaller than or of the order
of the wavelength. Accordingly, the homogeneous and the
evanescent plane waves must be both taken into account for
the contribution to the electromagnetic field. By transform-
ing the integral variable from β to γ , (17), (19), (22), and
(23) can be rewritten as

T2n(ρ, z) = δm

[∫ 1

0
exp

(
γ 2

4mf 2

)
exp(ikγ z)

× J2n

(
kρ

√
1 − γ 2

)
γ dγ

−
∫ +i∞

0
exp

(
γ 2

4mf 2

)

× exp(ikγ z)J2n

(
kρ

√
1 − γ 2

)
γ dγ

]
, (24)

U(ρ, z) = δm

[∫ 1

0
exp

(
γ 2

4mf 2

)
exp

(
ikγ z

)
J1

(
kρ

√
1 − γ 2

)

×
√

1 − γ 2 dγ −
∫ +i∞

0
exp

(
γ 2

4mf 2

)
exp(ikγ z)

× J1

(
kρ

√
1 − γ 2

)√
1 − γ 2 dγ

]
, (25)

G2n(ρ, z) = δm

[∫ 1

0
exp

(
γ 2

4mf 2

)
exp(ikγ z)

× J2n

(
kρ

√
1 − γ 2

)
γ 2 dγ

−
∫ +i∞

0
exp

(
γ 2

4mf 2

)
exp(ikγ z)

× J2n

(
kρ

√
1 − γ 2

)
γ 2 dγ

]
, (26)

K2n(ρ, z) = δm

[∫ 1

0
exp

(
γ 2

4mf 2

)
exp(ikγ z)

× J2n

(
kρ

√
1 − γ 2

)
dγ −

∫ +i∞

0
exp

(
γ 2

4mf 2

)

× exp(ikγ z)J2n

(
kρ

√
1 − γ 2

)
dγ

]
, (27)

where δm = exp(−1/4mf 2). The above equations are dif-
ficult for directly computing the integral. However, the fol-
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lowing Taylor expansions are valid [37]:

J2n

(
kρ

√
1 − γ 2

)

=
(

kρ

2

)2n ∞∑
l=0

l+n∑
s=0

(−1)scl(l + n)!γ 2s

s!(l + 2n)!(l − s + n)! , (28)

J1
(
kρ

√
1 − γ 2

)√
1 − γ 2

= kρ

2

∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)sclγ
2s

s!(l + 1 − s)! , (29)

where cl = (−1)l(kρ/2)2l/ l!. Therefore, (24) yields

T2n(ρ, z) = δm

(
kρ

2

)2n

×
∞∑
l=0

l+n∑
s=0

(−1)scl(l + n)!(I pro
2s+1 − I eve

2s+1)

s!(l + 2n)!(l − s + n)! ,

(30)

with I
pro
j and I eve

j given by

I
pro
j =

∫ 1

0
exp

(
γ 2

4mf 2

)
exp(ikγ z)γ j dγ

= 2mf 2
[

exp

(
1

4mf 2
+ ikz

)

− ikzI
pro
j−1 − (j − 1)I

pro
j−2

]
, (31)

I
pro
0 = if

√
mπ

[
F

(
i
√

mkf z
) − exp

(
1

4mf 2
+ ikz

)

× F

(
i
√

mkf z + 1

2
√

mf

)]
, (32)

I
pro
1 = 2mf 2

[
exp

(
1

4mf 2
+ ikz

)
− 1 − ikzI

pro
0

]
, (33)

I eve
j =

∫ +i∞

0
exp

(
γ 2

4mf 2

)
exp(ikγ z)γ j dγ

= (
i
√

2mf
)j+1

j !Dj+1
(√

2mkf z
)
, (34)

where j is an arbitrary integer. F(·) is the Faddeev func-
tion and is calculated by the procedure suggested by [38].
Dj+1(·) is related to the parabolic cylinder function. The re-
currence relation of Dj+1(x) is given by [37]

D1(x) =
√

π

2
F

(
i

x√
2

)
, (35)

D2(x) = 1 − xD1(x), (36)

Dj+1(x) = 1

j

[
Dj−1(x) − xDj (x)

]
. (37)

Similarly, (25)–(27) turn out to be

U(ρ, z) = kδmρ

2

∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)scl(I
pro
2s − I eve

2s )

s!(l + 1 − s)! , (38)

G2n(ρ, z) = δm

(
kρ

2

)2n

×
∞∑
l=0

l+n∑
s=0

(−1)scl(l + n)!(I pro
2s+2 − I eve

2s+2)

s!(l + 2n)!(l − s + n)! ,

(39)

K2n(ρ, z) = δm

(
kρ

2

)2n

×
∞∑
l=0

l+n∑
s=0

(−1)scl(l + n)!(I pro
2s − I eve

2s )

s!(l + 2n)!(l − s + n)! . (40)

Therefore, the analytical expression of the TE term of the
propagating electric field for a CFGB reads as

ETE(ρ, z) = E
pro
TE (ρ, z) + Eeve

TE (ρ, z), (41)

with E
pro
TE (ρ, z) and Eeve

TE (ρ, z)given by

E
pro
TE (ρ, z) =

N∑
m=1

ambm

m

( ∞∑
l=0

l∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
pro
2s+1

s!(l − s)! ex

+ k2ρ2

4
(cos 2θex + sin 2θey)

×
∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
pro
2s+1

(l + 2)s!(l + 1 − s)!

)
, (42)

Eeve
TE (ρ, z) = −

N∑
m=1

ambm

m

( ∞∑
l=0

l∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
eve
2s+1

s!(l − s)! ex

+ k2ρ2

4
(cos 2θex + sin 2θey)

×
∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
eve
2s+1

(l + 2)s!(l + 1 − s)!

)
, (43)

where am = δm/4f 2. Similarly, the analytical expression of
the TM term of the propagating electric field for a CFGB
yields

ETM(ρ, z) = E
pro
TM(ρ, z) + Eeve

TM(ρ, z), (44)

with E
pro
TM(ρ, z) and Eeve

TM(ρ, z) given by

E
pro
TM(ρ, z) =

N∑
m=1

ambm

m

( ∞∑
l=0

l∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
pro
2s+1

s!(l − s)! ex

− k2ρ2

4
(cos 2θex + sin 2θey)
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×
∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
pro
2s+1

(l + 2)s!(l + 1 − s)!

− i cos θkρ

∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
pro
2s

s!(l + 1 − s)!ez

)
, (45)

Eeve
TM(ρ, z) = −

N∑
m=1

ambm

m

( ∞∑
l=0

l∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
eve
2s+1

s!(l − s)! ex

− k2ρ2

4
(cos 2θex + sin 2θey)

×
∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
eve
2s+1

(l + 2)s!(l + 1 − s)!

− i cos θkρ

∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
eve
2s

s!(l + 1 − s)!ez

)
. (46)

The analytical expressions of the TE and the TM terms of
the propagating magnetic field for a CFGB are found to be

HTE(ρ, z) = H
pro
TE (ρ, z) + H eve

TE (ρ, z), (47)

HTM(ρ, z) = H
pro
TM(ρ, z) + H eve

TM(ρ, z), (48)

with H
pro
TE (ρ, z),H eve

TE (ρ, z),H
pro
TM(ρ, z), and H eve

TM(ρ, z)

given by

H
pro
TE (ρ, z) = η

N∑
m=1

ambm

m

(
k2ρ2

4
(sin 2θex + cos 2θey)

×
∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
pro
2s+2

(l + 2)s!(l + 1 − s)!

+
∞∑
l=0

l∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
pro
2s+2

s!(l − s)! ey

−
∞∑
l=0

l∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
pro
2s+1

s!(l − s)! ez

)
, (49)

H eve
TE (ρ, z) = −η

N∑
m=1

ambm

m

(
k2ρ2

4
(sin 2θex + cos 2θey)

×
∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
eve
2s+2

(l + 2)s!(l + 1 − s)!

+
∞∑
l=0

l∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
eve
2s+2

s!(l − s)! ey

−
∞∑
l=0

l∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
eve
2s+1

s!(l − s)! ez

)
, (50)

H
pro
TM(ρ, z) = −η

N∑
m=1

ambm

m

(
k2ρ2

4
(sin 2θex + cos 2θey)

×
∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
pro
2s

(l + 2)s!(l + 1 − s)!

−
∞∑
l=0

l∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
pro
2s

s!(l − s)! ey

)
, (51)

H eve
TM(ρ, z) = η

N∑
m=1

ambm

m

(
k2ρ2

4
(sin 2θex + cos 2θey)

×
∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
eve
2s

(l + 2)s!(l + 1 − s)!

−
∞∑
l=0

l∑
s=0

(−1)sclI
eve
2s

s!(l − s)! ey

)
. (52)

All above presented series are alternating and absolutely
convergent. Moreover, the series associated with the prop-
agating parts converge more quickly than those associated
with the evanescent parts [39, 40]. Here, the analytical ex-
pressions of the TE and the TM terms are obtained without
any approximation, which allows one to calculate them in
an arbitrary observation plane.

In the far-field regime, the evanescent plane waves have
completely disappeared, which means that the integral in
(16) should be restrained within the range of 0 < β < 1. Ac-
cording to the method of stationary phase [41], the analytical
TE and TM terms in the far-field plane reduce to

ETE(ρ, z) = − izryz

ρ2r2
exp(ikr)(yex − xey)

×
N∑

m=1

bm

m
exp

(
− ρ2

4mf 2r2

)
, (53)

HTE(ρ, z) = − iηzryz

ρ2r3
exp(ikr)

(
xzex + yzey − ρ2ez

)

×
N∑

m=1

bm

m
exp

(
− ρ2

4mf 2r2

)
, (54)

ETM(ρ, z) = − izrx

ρ2r2
exp(ikr)

(
xzex + yzey − ρ2ez

)

×
N∑

m=1

bm

m
exp

(
− ρ2

4mf 2r2

)
, (55)

HTM(ρ, z) = iηzrx

ρ2r
exp(ikr)

(
yex − xey

)

×
N∑

m=1

bm

m
exp

(
− ρ2

4mf 2r2

)
, (56)
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where zr = kw2
0/2, and r = (ρ2 + z2)1/2. In the far-field

plane, the TE and TM terms are orthogonal to each other.

3 Energy flux distribution of a CFGB

The energy flux distributions of the TE and TM terms for a
CFGB are given by

〈Sz〉TE = 1

2
Re

[
ETE(ρ, z) × H ∗

TE(ρ, z)
]
z

= η

[
N∑

m=1

ambm

m

( ∞∑
l=0

l∑
s=0

(−1)scl(I
pro
2s+1 − I eve

2s+1)

s!(l − s)!

+ k2ρ2 cos 2θ

4

×
∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)scl(I
pro
2s+1 − I eve

2s+1)

(l + 2)s!(l + 1 − s)!

)

×
N∑

m=1

ambm

m

( ∞∑
l=0

l∑
s=0

(−1)scl(I
pro
2s+2 − I eve

2s+2)

s!(l − s)!

+ k2ρ2 cos 2θ

4

∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

(−1)scl(I
pro
2s+2 − I eve

2s+2)

(l + 2)s!(l + 1 − s)!

)

− k4ρ4 sin2 2θ

16

N∑
m=1

∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

ambm

m

× (−1)scl(I
pro
2s+1 − I eve

2s+1)

(l + 2)s!(l + 1 − s)!
N∑

m=1

∞∑
l=0

l+1∑
s=0

ambm

m

× (−1)scl(I
pro
2s+2 − I eve
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〈Sz〉TM = η
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(58)

where the angle brackets indicate an average with respect
to the time variable t . Re denotes taking the real part, and
the asterisk means the complex conjugation. The energy flux
distribution of a CFGB is found to be

〈Sz〉 = 2η
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(59)

In the source region and the near-field, the TE and TM terms
are not orthogonal to each other. Accordingly, there is a
crossed energy flux caused by the unorthogonality of the
vectorial structure:

〈Sz〉 = 〈Sz〉TE + 〈Sz〉TM + 〈Sz〉Cross. (60)

The energy flux distributions of the TE and TM terms in
the far-field plane are simplified to

〈Sz〉TE = ηz2
r y

2z3

2ρ2r5

[
N∑

m=1

bm

m
exp

(
− ρ2

4mf 2r2

)]2

, (61)

〈Sz〉TM = ηz2
r x

2z

2ρ2r3

[
N∑

m=1

bm

m
exp

(
− ρ2

4mf 2r2

)]2

. (62)

As the electromagnetic fields of the TE and TM terms are
orthogonal to each other in the far-field plane, the energy
flux distribution of a CFGB reduces to

〈Sz〉 = 〈Sz〉TE + 〈Sz〉TM

= ηz2
r z

2ρ2r3

(
x2 + z2

r2
y2

)[
N∑

m=1

bm

m
exp

(
− ρ2

4mf 2r2

)]2

.

(63)
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Fig. 1 Energy flux distribution
of a CFGB in the reference
plane z = 0.05λ. N = 5 and
w0 = 0.5λ: a 〈Sz〉TE, b 〈Sz〉TM,
c 〈Sz〉Cross, d 〈Sz〉

4 Numerical calculations and analyses

The different parameters w0 and N will result in the dif-
ferent distribution of the CFGB. Here the calculations are
performed as examples. Therefore, the parameters w0 and
N are fixed to N = 5 and w0 = 0.5λ. The description of
optical propagation in the nonparaxial regime, dealing with
values of w0 such that λ/w0 > 1, is becoming more and
more important with the advent of new optical structures,
like, e.g., microcavities and photonic bandgap crystals [42],
possessing linear dimensions or spatial scales of variation
comparable or even smaller than λ [43]. Therefore, here w0

is set to 0.5λ. For simplicity, η is set to be unity in our cal-
culations. The energy flux distributions of the TE term, the
TM term, and the CFGB are plotted in the different refer-
ence planes and shown in Figs. 1–6. In Figs. 1–6, the refer-
ence plane is z = 0.05λ,0.10λ,0.42λ,5λ,50λ, and 1000λ,
respectively. As z = 0.05λ is very close to the source plane,
the CFGB still has a circular flattened center, which is shown
in Fig. 1. The magnitude of the energy flux distributions of
the TE term is equal to that of the energy flux distributions
of the TM term. The magnitude of the crossed energy flux is
half of the magnitude of the whole beam. When z = 0.10λ

in Fig. 2, the pattern of the TE term is still the same as that
in the plane of z = 0.05λ. However, the central region in the
pattern of the TM term is no longer the maximum. More-

over, the magnitude of the energy flux distributions of the
TM term is slightly larger than that of the energy flux dis-
tributions of the TE term. The center region in the crossed
energy flux distribution is also not the maximum. As a re-
sult, the central region in the pattern of the whole beam is
not the maximum. When z = 0.42λ in Fig. 3, the pattern
of the TM term can be approximately obtained by rotating
the pattern of the TE term 90◦. There is slight difference in
the central spot between the patterns of the TE and the TM
terms. As to the pattern of the whole beam, it is close to a
Gaussian distribution. In Fig. 4, z = 5λ. In this case, the pat-
tern of the TM term is just obtained by rotating the pattern of
the TE term 90◦. The pattern of the TE term is mainly com-
posed of a central spot and three pairs of crescent side lobes.
When z = 50λ in Fig. 5, the crossed energy flux is confined
to a small region. With increasing the axial propagation dis-
tance, the crossed energy flux decreases until disappears. In
the far-field plane z = 1000λ, the pattern of the TE term in
Fig. 6 is similar to a stuffed number of 8, and the pattern
of the TM term in Fig. 6 is close to a stuffed symbol of ∞.
Combining Fig. 6 with Figs. 3–5, we can find that the pat-
terns of the TE term, the TM term, and the CFGB evolve
towards the positive direction. As the CFGB is the suppo-
sition of N Gaussian beams with different Gaussian waists
and different weight coefficients, the vectorial structure is
complicated. Upon propagation, the patterns of the TE and
TM terms are diverse.
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Fig. 2 Energy flux distribution
of a CFGB in the reference
plane z = 0.10λ. N = 5 and
w0 = 0.5λ: a 〈Sz〉TE, b 〈Sz〉TM,
c 〈Sz〉Cross, d 〈Sz〉

Fig. 3 Energy flux distribution
of a CFGB in the reference
plane z = 0.42λ. N = 5 and
w0 = 0.5λ: a 〈Sz〉TE, b 〈Sz〉TM,
c 〈Sz〉Cross, d 〈Sz〉

5 Conclusions

By means of the method of vector angular spectrum rep-
resentation and the mathematical techniques, the analytical
vectorial structure of a CFGBB is derived without any ap-

proximation. Also, the accurate analytical expressions of the
energy flux for the TE term, the TM term, and the CFGB are
presented. In the far-field regime, the formulae are simpli-
fied by using the method of stationary phase. The vectorial
structure of a CFGB presented here is applicable to an arbi-
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Fig. 4 Energy flux distribution
of a CFGB in the reference
plane z = 5λ. N = 5 and
w0 = 0.5λ: a 〈Sz〉TE, b 〈Sz〉TM,
c 〈Sz〉Cross, d 〈Sz〉

Fig. 5 Energy flux distribution
of a CFGB in the reference
plane z = 50λ. N = 5 and
w0 = 0.5λ: a 〈Sz〉TE, b 〈Sz〉TM,
c 〈Sz〉Cross, d 〈Sz〉

trary propagation region. The energy flux distributions of the

TE term, the TM term, and the CFGB are numerically de-

picted in the source region, the near-field, and the far-field,

and the evolvement of the patterns of the TE term, the TM

term, and the CFGB upon propagation are well illustrated.

This research further reveals the propagation properties of a
CFGB and is beneficial to the applications with a CFGB.
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Fig. 6 Energy flux distribution of a CFGB in the reference plane z = 1000λ. N = 5 and w0 = 0.5λ: a 〈Sz〉TE, b 〈Sz〉TM, c 〈Sz〉
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