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Contrast-detail evaluation and dose
assessment of eight digital chest radiography
systems in clinical practice

Abstract The purpose of this study
was to assess contrast-detail perfor-
mance and effective dose of eight
different digital chest radiography
systems. Digital chest radiography
systems from different manufacturers
were included: one storage phosphor
system, one selenium-coated drum
system, and six direct readout systems
including four thin-film transistor
(TFT) systems and two charge-
coupled device (CCD) systems. For
measuring image quality, a contrast-
detail test object was used in combi-
nation with a phantom that simulates
the primary and scatter transmission
through lung fields (LucAl). Six ob-
servers judged phantom images of
each modality by soft-copy reading in
a four-alternative-forced-choice ex-
periment. The entrance dose was also
measured, and the effective dose was
calculated for an average patient.

Contrast-detail curves were con-
structed from the observer data. The
blocked two-way ANOVA test was
used for statistical analysis. Signifi-
cant difference in contrast-detail per-
formance was found between the
systems. Best contrast-detail perfor-
mance was shown by a CCD system
with slot-scan technology, and the
selenium-coated drum system was
compared to the other six systems
(p values <0.003). Calculated effec-
tive dose varied between 0.010 mSv
and 0.032 mSv. Significant differ-
ences in contrast-detail performance
and effective dose levels were found
between different digital chest radi-
ography systems in clinical practice.

Keywords Digital radiography - Flat-
panel detector - Chest radiography

Introduction

In the last decade, several digital chest radiography technol-
ogies have been developed. Various systems have become
commercially available and are now used in clinical prac-
tice. A major difference between these systems concerns
the methods used to capture the X-ray image, i.e., differ-
ences in detector technology. These technical differences
may have their influence on image quality, such as con-
trast-detail performance.

With computed radiography (CR), the cassette contain-
ing a photostimulable storage phosphor plate with the
captured X-ray exposure pattern is placed in a reader after
exposure. The latent image is read using laser-stimulated

light emission of electrons trapped in the phosphor valence
bands during X-ray exposure. Signals are digitized and
stored in a computer [1].

Another system used for digital chest imaging uses a
selenium-coated drum as detector and microelectrometers
for readout [2, 3]. For scatter reduction, an air gap instead
of an antiscatter grid is used in the system.

Digital direct readout radiography (DR) systems can be
grouped into systems with direct conversion detectors and
systems with indirect conversion detectors. With direct
conversion detectors, amorphous selenium (Se) is used as
the semiconductor material to convert the X-ray photons
into electric charge immediately. Before exposure, an
electric field is applied across the amorphous Se layer
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through a bias electrode on the top surface of the Se layer.
As X-rays are absorbed in the detector, electric charges are
freed and drawn to collecting electrodes. The collected
charges are read out by thin-film transistors (TFTs) and
then converted into a digital image. This is the case in the
Se flat-panel detectors (Se-FPD). With indirect conversion
detectors, a scintillator is used to convert the X-rays into
visible light. Gadolinium oxide sulfide (GOS) or cesium
iodide (CsI) layers are used as scintillators to capture the X-
ray energy for chest radiography. The visible light is then
converted into charge by a matrix of silicium photodiodes
(scintillator FPD systems) or by charge-coupled devices
(CCDs). The signals are read out by TFTs and converted to
a digital image.

Essential technical differences exist among the various
digital chest systems currently on the market. However,
little is known about how these differences may reflect in
terms of image quality. Contrast-detail studies provide key
information of image quality [4]. The purpose of this study
was to assess the contrast-detail performance and effective

Table 1 Technical data for each chest system

dose of eight different digital radiography systems that are
presently in use for routine clinical chest radiography.

Materials and methods

The following systems were included in the study: two
indirect conversion CsI-FPDs, two indirect conversion
CCD systems (one lens coupled and one slot scan), one
indirect conversion GOS-FPD, one direct conversion Se-
FPD, one CR system, and one Se-coated drum system.
System information and technical characteristics are given
in Table 1 [1]. The eight systems were located in six
separate hospitals in the Netherlands.

Contrast-detail object

The contrast-detail test object (CDRAD); University Med-
ical Center Nijmegen, Nijmegen, The Netherlands) was

System type Csl-FPD-1 CsI-FPD-2  Lens- Slot-scan GOS-FPD  Se-FPD CR Se-drum
(detector) coupled CCD
CCD
Company Siemens Philips Swissray Delft Canon Tromp Fuji Philips
Imaging Medical
Systems Engenering
Product name  Thorax FD  Digital ddR Thorascan ~ CXDI 40G DR 1000C Fuji storage Thoravision
Diagnost Combi- phosphor®
System
Detector material Scintillator Scintillator ~ Scintillator ~ Scintillator ~ Scintillator =~ Photoconductor Storage Photoconductor
phosphor
System type Chest/skeletal General General Chest General Chest Chest/ Chest
(chest stand skeletal
or general
purpose)
Pixel size/ 143 143 167 162 160 139 200 200
detector
elements (um)
Focus to image 180 200 200 183 202 180 200 200
plane distance
(cm)
Scatter reduction Grid Grid Grid Slit Grid Grid Grid Airgap
(slit or grid)
Detector material Cesium Cesium Cesium Cesium GOS Selenium Barium Selenium
iodine iodine iodine iodine (Gd202S) fluoride
Conversion to ~ Photodiode =~ Photodiode =~ CCD CCD Photodiode  Photoconductor Photomulti- Scanning
electrical charge plier microelectro-
meters

*Multix Bucky system (Siemens) with FCR 5000 R reader (Fuji) and image plate ST-Vn
CsI-FDP cesium iodine flat-panel detector, CCD charge-coupled device, GOS-FPD gadolinium oxide sulfide flat-panel detector, Se-FPD
selenium flat-panel detector, CR computed radiography, Se-drum selenium-coated drum system
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Fig. 1 a Radiographic repre-
sentation of the contrast-detail
test object (CDRAD) using the
slot-scan charge-coupled device
(CCD) system (left image) and
the computed radiography (CR)
system (right image). Window
width and window level were
adjusted to obtain comparable
presentation of the images with
respect to object contrast and
background intensity. Note the
differences in image homoge-
neity between the systems.

b Two fragments of the CDRAD
object containing dots of 0.6 and
0.5 mm are shown. The dots
appear clearer in the left image
that corresponds to the slot-scan
CCD system. The right image
corresponds to the CR system

applied to investigate contrast-detail performance. This ob-
ject is a polymethyl methacrylate (PMMA) plate with a
thickness of 1 cm and an area 0f 26.5%26.5 cm. A matrix on
the plate of 15x15 squared cells contains holes of varying
size and depth. In the first three rows of the matrix, each
cell contains one central hole [5]. The remaining cells in the
matrix contain one central hole and one hole in one of the
four corners. Hole diameter varies in horizontal direction
(logarithmically from 0.3 to 8 mm) whereas hole depth
varies in vertical direction (logarithmically from 0.3 to
8 mm). Figure 1 gives radiographic representations of the
phantom using two different digital chest radiography
systems.

Image acquisition

The CDRAD object was placed in a LucAl phantom [6].
This phantom simulates lung transmission characteristics
and is constructed from slabs of polymethylmethacrylate
(PMMA) and aluminum. It includes a 19 cm air gap. The
CDRAD object was placed halfway in the air gap. Six
images were acquired with the described configuration with
each digital chest system in the corresponding hospital,
resulting in 48 images. Acquiring six images at each system
reduces the influence of the accidental quantum noise

distribution over the image and hence its effect on the
contrast-detail performance.

The clinical protocols of the systems assessed in this
study were established by recommendations of the manu-
facturers and customized by physicists and radiologists.
This reflects good clinical practice. The same tube voltage
(kV) as in clinical practice was used. The tube charge (mAs)
was determined by automatic exposure control (AEC)
(Table 2). Standard postprocessing as usual in clinical
practice was applied to the images for each system, as is
usual in clinical practice. For optimizing the image quality
for each individual digital radiography system, the follow-
ing method was used: for each individual system, the
window level was taken equal to the mean pixel value in the
CDRAD images. The window width was determined for
each individual system by histogram analysis of images of
an anthropomorphic chest phantom representing a standard-
sized adult patient (Model PBU-S-3, Kaguka Company,
Kyoto, Japan). The histogram was determined in a pre-
defined squared region containing the lung and mediastinal
area of the phantom but no image background. The outer 1%
sides of the histogram were excluded. The window width
was taken equal to the remaining 98% histogram width. For
detecting the holes, it would have been advantageous to
choose a very small window width since the image back-
ground is uniform. However, using such a small window
width is not clinically relevant.
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Table 2 Calculated patient dose for posteroanterior chest images and corresponding parameter settings

Modality Tube voltage Total filtration Tube charge Entrance surface dose Effective dose
kV) (mm Al eq.+mm Cu) (mAs) (uGy)* (mSv)°
CsI-FPD-1 125 0.1 Cu 1.0 33 0.010
CsI-FPD-2 150 1.0 AI+0.1 Cu 0.8 35 0.011
Lens-coupled CCD 125 2.5 Al+0.1 Cu 1.7 58 0.017
Slot-scan CCD 133 3.0 Al+0.3 Cu 61.3 54 0.020
GOS-FPD 141 0.9 Al+0.3 Al 1.6 91 0.021
Se-FPD 125 2.5 Al+0.1 Cu 2 80 0.024
CR 125 3.0 Al = 109 0.028
Se-drum 150 1.0 Al+0.2 Cu 2.5 98 0.032

*Entrance skin dose (excluding backscatter) was measured on the LucAl phantom

Effective doses are calculated for an average patient

“For the CR system, the mAs value was not indicated by the system

CsI-FDP cesium iodine flat-panel detector, CCD charge-coupled device, GOS-FPD gadolinium oxide sulfide flat-panel detector, Se-FPD
selenium flat-panel detector, CR computed radiography, Se-drum selenium-coated drum system

Image reading

Soft-copy image reading was done from one and the same
Dome C3 1,536%2,048 pixel grey scale flat panel (Dome
Imaging Systems, Inc. Waltham, MA, USA). The monitor
complied with the requirements of the American Associ-
ation of Physicists in Medicine (AAPM) [7]. The monitor
had a maximum luminance of 690 Cd/m?.

Only slightly better contrast-detail performance was
reported with 2 K than with 1 K monitors in full-screen
display mode [8]. For this comparative study, the pixel
matrix size of the monitor used is not expected to be a
limiting factor. Moreover, in this study, the images were
presented larger than full-screen mode.

Six observers performed image reading: three physicists,
one quality assurance technician, one radiologist, and one
physics student. Each observer scored two images per
system. The order in which the different imaging systems
were scored was randomized to exclude the influence of a
learning effect.

The images were displayed using eFilm (eFilm Medical
Inc., Toronto, Canada) and magnified by a factor 1.5 to
limit the influence of pixel matrix size, as explained above.
This factor was a compromise, as applying a larger mag-
nification would increase the need for roaming and thereby
the scoring time. The images were made anonymous in
such way that the radiography system could not be rec-
ognized on the image. Roaming was used to evaluate the
entire CDRAD image. It was not allowed to use other soft-
copy tools (such as window width and window level). The
observers were free to choose their viewing distance. Care
was taken to ensure standard and optimal environmental
light conditions.

The first three rows of the CDRAD matrix images, with
cells containing only a central dot, were not included in the
evaluation. With respect to the remaining cells, a four-
alternative-forced-choice detectability (4-AFC) experiment
was performed: the observers were asked to indicate the

dot-containing corner in each cell. Even when dots could
not be detected, the observers were instructed to make a
decision. A paper template and a pencil were used to in-
dicate the dot’s location. Observers were free to define
their time schedule for scoring the eight systems, but
they were instructed to interrupt a session after scoring
two systems.

Radiation exposure

During image acquisition of the CDRAD object, entrance
surface dose was measured on the LucAL phantom using
a Wellhofer dosimeter WD10 (Wellhofer Dosimetrie,
Schwarzenbruck, Germany). The mean entrance skin dose
was determined from the six exposures for each system.
PCXMC software was used for calculating the effective
dose for an average adult patient (height 174 cm; weight
71.1 kg) [9]. This computer program is based on Monte
Carlo simulation and it allows a free choice of projection
geometry, X-ray spectrum, and patient size.

Data analysis

A reference template was used for evaluation of the an-
notated template papers. An interpolation method was used
to determine the detection probability for each cell [10].
This was derived from the scoring results of the six ob-
servers. For each hole diameter, a hole depth detection
threshold was calculated that corresponds with 62.5 %
correct responses. This is just in the middle of the detection
probability range that runs from 25% to 100%. A second-
order polynomial fit was used to finally fit a contrast-detail
curve through the threshold hole depth values.

Statistical analysis of contrast-detail results was done
using blocked two-way ANOVA with S-PLUS software
(Insightful Corporation, Seattle, WA, USA). The two in-
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dependent variables were machine type and hole diameter,
and the dependent variable was threshold hole depth. First,
the null hypothesis that threshold depth values of the
different systems come from populations with the same
means was tested. Since this null hypothesis could be
rejected, multiple comparisons of all 28 possible pairs of
different systems were made. For critical-point calculation,
the Bonferroni method was used.

Results

The 4-AFC-experiment detection curves that were fitted
through the threshold hole depth values are shown in Fig. 2.
Blocked two-way ANOVA indicated a strong statistically
significant difference in contrast-detail performance be-
tween the eight digital radiography systems (p value=1.1-
102, F=20.8; degrees of freedom=7).
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Fig. 2 Contrast-detail curves of the eight different digital radiography
systems. The curves are fitted through 62.5% threshold values for
contrast-detail observations. Each curve represents data for all six
observers. Curves of cesium iodine flat-panel detector (CsI-FPD)-1
and CsI-FPD-2 (a), gadolinium oxide sulfide flat-panel detector

The multiple comparison contrast-detail results for all
systems are given in Table 3. No statistical difference was
found in the contrast-detail threshold values between the
slot-scan CCD system and the Se-coated drum system. The
threshold values and the fitted curves of the two systems
were statistically significantly lower than those of the other
six systems, with consequently better contrast-detail per-
formance (p values all <=0.003). No significant differences
were found between the six remaining systems, except for
slightly worse contrast-detail performance that was found
with the CR system as compared with the lens-coupled
CCD system.

Radiation exposure

In Table 2, the entrance dose levels and calculated ef-
fective dose levels are given. A large variation was found
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(GOS-FPD) (b), selenium flat-panel detector (Se-FPD) (¢), and slot-
scan charge-coupled device (CCD) and lens-coupled CCD (d) are
shown. Curves of computed radiography (CR) and selenium-coated
drum system (Se-drum) are shown in each figure as a reference
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Table 3 Systems are compared pair-wise based on the detection threshold depth values for each

Estimate® Lower bound” Upper bound® P value®
Slot-scan CCD-CsI-FPD-1 —0.15000 —0.22900 —0.0703 0.000
Slot-scan CCD-CR —0.21300 —0.29200 —0.1330 0.000
Slot-scan CCD-lens-coupled CCD —0.12100 —0.20000 —0.0415 0.003
Slot-scan CCD-GOS-FPD —0.13500 —0.21400 —0.0553 0.001
Slot-scan CCD-Se-FPD —0.15800 —0.23700 -0.0784 0.000
Slot-scan CCD-Se-drum 0.00925 —0.07020 0.0887 0.819
Slot-scan CCD-CsI-FPD-2 —0.13800 —0.21700 —0.0585 0.001
CsI-FPD-1-CR —0.06280 —0.14200 0.0167 0.121
CsI-FPD-1-lens-coupled CCD 0.02890 —0.05060 0.1080 0.475
CsI-FPD-1-GOS-FPD 0.01510 —0.06440 0.0945 0.710
CsI-FPD-1-Se-FPD —0.00807 —0.08750 0.0714 0.842
CsI-FPD-1-Se-drum 0.15900 0.07960 0.2390 0.000
CsI-FPD-1-CsI-FPD-2 0.01190 —0.06760 0.0914 0.769
CR-lens-coupled CCD 0.09170 0.01220 0.1710 0.024
CR-GOS-FPD 0.07780 —0.00163 0.1570 0.055
CR-Se-FPD 0.05470 —0.02480 0.1340 0.177
CR-Se-drum 0.22200 0.14200 0.3010 0.000
CR-CsI-FPD-2 0.07470 —0.00481 0.1540 0.065
Lens-coupled CCD-GOS-FPD —0.01380 —0.09330 0.0657 0.734
Lens-coupled CCD-Se-FPD —0.03690 —0.11600 0.0425 0.361
Lens-coupled CCD—Se-drum 0.13000 0.05070 0.2100 0.001
Lens-coupled CCD-CsI-FPD-2 —0.01700 —0.09650 0.0625 0.675
GOS-FPD-Se-FPD —0.02310 —0.10300 0.0563 0.570
GOS-FPD-Se-drum 0.14400 0.06450 0.2230 0.000
GOS-FPD-CsI-FPD-2 —0.00318 —0.08260 0.0763 0.937
Se-FPD-Se-drum 0.16700 0.08770 0.2470 0.000
Se-FPD-CsI-FPD-2 0.02000 —0.05950 0.0994 0.622
Se-drum—CsI-FPD-2 —0.14700 —0.22700 -0.0677 0.000

“Estimates, p values and 95% confidence intervals (lower bound, upper bound) of the blocked two-way ANOVA test are given. To
adjust for multiple comparisons, critical point calculation was based on the Bonferroni method. A negative estimate indicates

a lower (better) contrast-detail curve for the first system in each comparison. Confidence intervals excluding zero indicate significant
difference between systems (p<0.05). The standard error was 0.0241 for all comparisons

CCD charge-coupled device, Cs/ cesium iodine; FDP flat-panel detector, CR computed radiography, GOS gadolinium oxide sulfide,

Se selenium, Se-drum selenium-coated drum system

in entrance dose and thereby in effective dose levels
between the systems. The Se-coated drum system was
related to the highest effective dose level in this study.
Effective dose of the slot-scan CCD took a middle posi-
tion in the spectrum. The effective dose levels for the two
CsI-FPD systems were roughly a factor 2 lower as com-
pared with the other systems. Figure 3 shows the image
quality for each system together with the calculated ef-
fective dose for each system. Between the systems, no
direct relationship was found between image quality and
calculated effective dose.

Discussion

In a short period, various digital radiography chest systems
have been implemented in clinical practice. We have

investigated the image quality—expressed as contrast-detail
performance—of different digital radiography systems in
the range of digital chest systems that are nowadays avail-
able: CR, Se-coated drum, FPDs, and CCD-based systems.
The starting point of the study was that the acquisitions for
each system used were the same as for imaging patients in
usual clinical practice. As a consequence, good clinical
imaging quality for each system was assumed. This study
shows significant differences in contrast-detail performance
between various digital imaging systems implemented in
clinical practice. In addition, the calculated effective doses
varied between these systems. The overall difference found
in image quality between the various systems was not
directly related to the variation in dose between the systems.
Hence, system dose alone cannot sufficiently explain the
differences in image quality. An additional explanation
should lie in other parts of the digital radiography chain,
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Fig. 3 a Effective dose for a cesium iodine flat-panel detector (CsI-
FPD-1), b CsI-FPD-2, ¢ lens-coupled charge-coupled device (CCD),
d slot-scan CCD, e , gadolinium oxide sulfide flat-panel detector
(GOS-FPD), f selenium flat-panel detector (Se-FPD), g computed
radiography (CR) and % selenium-coated drum system (Se-drum) is
shown. b Image quality expressed as the fraction correctly detected
dots for each system with respect to all 180 observed cells in the
contrast-detail test object (CDRAD) averaged over all observations.
Note that there is no general trend in relative contrast-detail
performance and effective dose level

such as the method for scatter reduction and detector system
design.

There were two digital systems with superior contrast-
detail performance compared with the other digital systems.
These were the recently introduced slot-scan CCD system
and the older, well-known, Se-coated drum system. A
notable similarity between these systems is that no grid is
used for imaging. In general, scatter radiation reaching the
detector increases quantum noise in the image without
adding useful signal, which deteriorates the SNR relative to
the patient dose. Using a grid eliminates most of the scatter
but also absorbs part of the primary radiation. When a slot-
scan method is used instead of a grid, more of the primary
transmitted signal reaches the detector, with comparable low
scatter fraction and an improved SNR quality [11, 12]. For

the slot-scan CCD system with Csl detector, better image
quality has been shown as compared with conventional
screen-film chest radiography [13, 14]. In a recent compar-
ison between eight different digital chest radiography
systems, highest detectability of simulated lesions was
found with slot-scan CCD [15]. An evaluation of the
fundamental imaging characteristics of the slot-scan CCD
system showed low scatter fractions and related high image
quality [11].

With the Se-coated drum system, an air gap is used
instead of a grid; subtle pulmonary lesions are better de-
tected with an air gap than with a grid at the same exposure
level [16]. Accordingly, the difference we found in image
quality between the Se-FPD system and Se-drum system
(both contain a 0.5 mm Se layer [17, 18]) might be explained
by the advantage of the air gap used with the Se-drum
system as compared with the grid used in the Se-FPD
system. In addition, the dose found with the Se-FPD system
was slightly lower (about two thirds) than with the Se-drum
system. This may have contributed as a limiting factor for
contrast-detail performance in the Se-FPD system as well.

Several studies have shown equal or better imaging
quality for Se-FPDs compared with storage phosphor sys-
tems [19, 20]. In addition, studies have shown superior
image quality for the Se-coated drum system compared with
storage phosphor systems [17, 21, 22]. The predominantly
better image quality for Selenium-based systems is at-
tributed to the relative low detector noise and very high
spatial resolution compared with CR [17, 18]. Also, in the
current study, the Se-based system’s contrast-detail curves
were under the curve of the CR system although the dif-
ference between Se-FPD and CR was not significant under
these clinical conditions. Studies that use physical param-
eters to investigate image quality as a function of spatial
frequency find better performance at low spatial frequencies
for CsI-FPD systems than for Se-FPD systems. This is
explained by the high atomic number and high density of
Csl. On the contrary, the Se-based systems show better
performance at the higher spatial frequencies since these
systems are superior in spatial resolution [18, 23]. Hence, a
univocal difference in contrast-detail performance between
CsI-FPD and Se-FPD is not expected. Accordingly, no
significant difference was found this study. Here, it must be
noted that the effective dose with the Se-FPD system was
roughly two times higher than the dose with the CsI-FPD
systems.

For indirect conversion detectors, Csl has proved the
superior scintillator material. In addition to the high atomic
number and high density of CsI, the needle-like structure of
Csl strongly reduces the spreading of light in the scintillator
that allows the use of a thicker layer with higher efficiency
compared with unstructured scintillators [1, 23—25]. Due to
the high efficiency of Csl, lower dose levels are recom-
mended with CsI-FPD systems than with screen-film
systems [26]. Both the slot-scan CCD system and the lens-
coupled CCD systems use Csl as scintillator. The doses used



340

with these systems were comparable, but a significant
difference in contrast-detail performance was found in favor
of the slot-scan CCD system. This can be explained by the
demagnification process that results in low optical coupling
efficiency for the lens-coupled CCD system, with aresulting
lower imaging quality [1, 2, 27]. Furthermore, the lens-
coupled CCD system uses a grid, which is not needed in the
slot-scan CCD system, as has been discussed.

Although better results were found with the CslI slot-scan
CCD system, we found no differences in contrast-detail
results for the CsI-FPDs as compared with the other
scintillator-based GOS and storage-phosphor systems.
GOS is an unstructured granular material. Visible light
emitted in such material may spread to adjacent pixels,
thereby reducing spatial resolution and image quality [1]. In
CR, image quality is deteriorated by internally generated
noise in these systems, i.e., luminescence and granularity
noise [1, 2]. Superior image quality for CsI-FPD systems
compared with GOS-FPD and CR could have been expected
and has been reported in a number of studies [24, 28-30].
However, in the present study, the effective dose found for
the CsI-FPD systems was at least a factor 2 lower than with
the other systems. This lower dose may have been in-
sufficient for optimal contrast-detail performance in the Csl-
FPD systems.

Study limitations

In the present study, differences in contrast-detail perfor-
mance found between the digital radiography systems have
been primarily explained by their system design, as dose
alone could not clarify the differences found. Nevertheless,
postprocessing methods may also comprise substantial in-

fluence on system performance [31, 32]. We tried to limit
these effects by optimizing the window-width and window-
level settings for each system and by not allowing postpro-
cessing handlings (other than roaming) by the observers
during image reading. Yet, possible specific postprocessing
methods (such as MUSICA or other typical system post-
processing techniques developed by the manufacturers)
were not manipulated nor evaluated in the present study.

Contrast-detail studies provide important information of
image quality. However, a CDRAD object provides a
limited representation of clinical images because of lack of
anatomical noise in these images. Quantum noise and thus
dose level may play a more central role in contrast-detail
studies than in clinical studies with patients or anthro-
pomorphic phantoms [33]. More data are needed to
precisely determine the effect of difference in contrast-
detail performance between various digital radiography
systems for imaging patients in clinical practice.

The eight different digital radiography systems were not
compared with identical systems settings (e.g., mAs and
kV), as the starting point of the study was evaluating these
systems as used in clinical practice. Furthermore, the
systems have been optimized in different institutions. As a
result, the contrast-detail performance may have been af-
fected by suboptimal system settings although it should be
noted that strategies for optimal parameter settings for
digital systems have not been determined yet. Possible
influences of parameter settings for the individual systems
used were therefore beyond the scope of the present study.
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