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Abstract Overexpression of extracellular matrix metal-
loproteinase inducer (EMMPRIN or CD147), a member
glycoprotein enriched on the surface of many malignant
tumor cells, promotes tumor progression and confers
resistance to some chemotherapeutic drugs. To investigate
the possible role of CDI147 in the macrophage-like
lymphoid neoplasm P388D1 cells progression, we used
RNA interference approach to silence CD147 expression.
The results showed that silencing of CD147 in P388Dl1
cells impeded the expression of MMP11 at both mRNA and
protein levels. The reduced CD147 expression also resulted
in reductions in tumorigenicity, as well as decreased in
regional lymph node metastasis. Furthermore, the down-
regulation of CD147 expression sensitized cells to be more
sensitive to chemotherapeutic drugs. Treatment of tumor
cells with U-0126, an inhibitor of mitogen-activated protein
kinase/Erk, also down-regulated the expression of MMP11.
Our current results indicate that the expression of CD147
functionally mediates tumor progression and is a potential
target for therapeutic anti-cancer drugs.
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Introduction

CD147 is a transmembrane glycoprotein of the immuno-
globulin superfamily expressed on the surface of many
malignant tumor cells and acts as an upstream modulator of
multiple matrix metalloproteinases production in the local
tumor environment [1]. The expression of CD147 plays an
important role in tumor formation and invasion/metastasis
in both animal models [2] and cancer patients [3].

Overexpression of CD147 is shown to promote tumori-
genicity, invasion, and metastasis of malignant cells [6].
CD147 expression is associated with poor prognosis, higher
tumor grade, increases tumor size, and a higher mitotic index
[3]. Also, significantly higher expression of CD147 is found
in malignant effusions than in primary tumors in patients
with breast cancer [4]. CD147 is also involved in resistance
of cancer cells to a variety of chemotherapeutic agents [5].
Inhibition of CD147 gene expression via RNA interference
(RNAI) could increase chemosensitivity to paclitaxel in the
human ovarian cancer cell line [6]. Although the detailed
mechanisms whereby CDI147 regulates these numerous
phenomena are not yet known, it is clear that CD147 is a
major mediator of malignant cell behavior.

It is well understood that matrix metalloproteinase
(MMPs) play a critical role in cancer invasion and
metastasis. Blocking their activities is a possible strategy
for controlling cancer spread. CD147 could be a target for
this purpose because it causes MMPs production, not only
in heterotypic cell interactions between tumor cells and
fibroblasts but also in homotypic cell interactions [7-9].
Moreover, the fact that CD147 stimulates tumors progres-
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sion through the same cell interactions makes CD147 more
attractive as a target. MMPs are a family of zinc-dependent
endopeptidases that are believed to affect tumor angiogen-
esis, lymphangiogenesis, tumor growth, local invasion, and
subsequent distant metastasis [10]. MMPs are often over-
produced in the tumor local environment, and high levels of
MMPs have been correlated with tumor metastasis [11].
MMPI11 (stromelysin-3) is member of the MMP family,
which belongs to the tumor microenvironmental factor and
has been observed in almost all human carcinomas.

Several previous studies showed that tyrosine kinases
were required for CD147 induction of MMPs [12, 13].
Since tyrosine kinases are integrally involved in mitogen-
activated protein kinase (MAPK) signaling pathways, we
attempted to further clarify whether MMPs expression
could be mediated by CD147 via MAPK pathways. MAPK
superfamily, including extracelluar regulated protein kinase
1/2 (ERK1/2), p38, and Jun N-terminus kinase, regulate
cell mobility by distinct mechanisms [14]. Li et al. have
shown that CD147 regulates the expression of MDRI,
MMP2, and MMP9 via an Erkl/2-dependent signaling
pathway in breast cancer cells, which is consistent with
their alterations in cellular invasiveness in vitro and MDR
[5]. Lim et al. showed that tumor-derived CD147 stimulates
collagenase transcription through MAPK p38 [13].

The purpose of the present research was to investigate
whether CD147 participated in the regulation MMP11 and
determined the mechanism of tumor progression. Our
findings showed that the expression of CD147 is respon-
sible for tumor progression and regulates chemosensitivity
to anti-tumor drugs through the regulation of MMPI11
expression in mouse lymphoma.

Materials and methods
Cell culture and animals

Murine macrophage-like lymphoid neoplasm P388D1 cells
(obtained from Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai,
China) were cultured in 90% RPMI 1640 (Gibco) supple-
mented with antibiotics (1% penicillin/streptomycin 100 U/ml,
Gibco), 10% FBS (Gibco). Cells were incubated at 37°C in
a humidified atmosphere containing 5% CO,. DBA/2 type
mice were (males and 6 week old) obtained from Animal
Facility of Dalian Medical University.

RNAI assay
RNAI assay was performed to silence CD147 expression.
P388D1 cells were incubated in appropriate antibiotic-free

medium with 10% fetal bovine serum (Gibco), transferred to a
six-well tissue culture, and incubated at 37°C, CO, incubator
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to obtain 60-80% confluence. The cell cultures were
transfected with siRNA control and CD147 specific
siRNA Transfection Reagent Complex (Santa Cruz Biotech,
s¢-35299), which was prepared according to the protocol.
Cells were transfected twice at 3-day intervals and collected
72 h after the second transfection. Specific silencing of
the targeted gene was confirmed by reverse transcription-
polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) and Western blot
analysis. Cells were harvested and experimented as described
below.

Reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction analysis

Total RNA was isolated from cells using Trizol (Invitrogen,
Carlsbad, CA, USA), and cDNA was synthesized using RT-
PCR kit (TaKaRa, Japan) according to the manufacturer’s
instruction. The sequences of the primers were as follows:
5-GAGAGCTTGCGAAACTGGTC-3' (F) and 5'-AACCAA
CACCAGGACCTCA G-3'(R) for CD147; 5'-GCCAGAT
TTGGTTCTTCCAA-3'and 5-CACGGGATC AAACTT
CCAGT-3' for MMP-11; 5-G GCCGTGAAGTCGTCAGA
AC-3'" (F) and 5-GCCACGATGCCCAGGAA-3' (R) for
GAPDH, respectively. PCR analysis was performed under
the following conditions: denaturation at 94°C for 1 min, and
then 30 cycles of denaturation for 20 s at 97°C, annealing for
20 s at 64°C, and extension for 20 s at 72°C. The amplified
products were analyzed by agarose gel electrophoresis using
1.5% gel, followed by ethidium bromide staining,.

Western blot analysis

Cells were harvested and lysed in 2x concentrated electro-
phoresis sample buffer (125 mmol/L Tris—HCI, pH 6.8, 2%
sodium dodecyl sulfate, 5% glycerol, and 1% [3-mercaptoe-
thanol). Equal amounts of denatured proteins (40 pg/well)
were resolved by 8% SDS-PAGE and then blotted onto PVDF
membranes (Pall Corporation). After blocking for 2 h with
phosphate-buffered saline containing 0.1% Tween 20 and 5%
powdered skim milk, the blots were incubated with rabbit
anti-CD147, anti-MMP-11, polyclonal antibody (Santa Cruz
Biotech, 1:200 dilution) overnight in 5% powdered skim milk
buffer, washed thrice with phosphate-buffered saline with
0.1% Tween 20, and then incubated with secondary antibody
anti-rabbit-HRP (Santa Cruz Biotech, 1:1000 dilution).
GAPDH antibody (Santa Cruz Biotech, 1:200 dilution) was
used as a control. Band intensities were measured using
Biolmaging systems (UVP, labworksTM, ver 4.6) and were
normalized to those for GAPDH.

MTT assay

About 1x10° cells in 200 pl RPMI 1640 was seeded in
duplicate into each well of the 96-well culture plates, and
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100 ul MTT (5 mg/ml, Sigma) was added at 24, 48, 72, 96,
and 120 h, respectively. After 4-h incubation at 37°C in 5%
CO,, 100 pul DMSO (Gibco) was pipetted to solubilize the
formazan product for 30 min at room temperature. The
absorbency A490 was measured using microplate reader
(Bio-Rad). Growth rate (%)=Absorbency A490 of trans-
fectants/Absorbency A490 of Hca-F control x 100%.

Soft agar colony formation assay

The abilities of cells to form macroscopically visible
colonies in soft agar were determined according to standard
protocol [15]. Cells (1x10*) were suspended in a complete
RPMI 1640 medium containing 0.3% of agar and overlaid
onto a bottom layer of solidified 0.6% agar in a complete
RPMI 1640 medium in 35 mm dishes. Cells were incubated
at 37°C in 5% CO, for 14 days. The dishes were then
scanned and photographed, and the number of colonies
(greater than 0.5 mm size) was quantified by Quantity one
v.4.0.3 software (Bio-Rad, Hercules, CA, USA).

In vivo migration assay

Cells (5x10% were incubated with 5 uM vital dye
carboxyfluorescein diacetate succinimidyl ester (CFSE,
Sigma) at 37°C for 10 min. Labeled cells were washed
thrice, counted, and inoculated into the footpad of mice
subcutaneously. After 1-48 h, lymph nodes were removed
from mice and incubated with 0.1% (w/v) collagenase IV
(Sigma) in 90% RPMI 1640 (Gibco) and 10% FBS (Gibco)
for 30 min at 37°C. The ratio of green fluorescence positive
P388D1 cells in whole lymph node digest mixture was
detected by flow cytometry.

In vivo tumor progression assay

For the tumorigenicity assay, P388D1, control RNAi and
P388D1/RNAI cells (5x10°) were suspended in 0.1 ml
PBS then injected subcutaneously on either side of the
DBA/2 mice’s back. After 2 weeks, tumors were weighted.

For the tumor lymphatic metastasis assay, P388DI,
control RNAi and P388DI1/RNAi cells (5x10°) were
inoculated into the footpad of DBA/2 mice subcutaneously.
After 2 weeks, lymph nodes were removed from mice and
weighed.

Tumor and lymph nodes were collected and fixed in
phosphate-buffered formalin and embedded in paraffin.
Histological examination was performed with hematoxylin
and eosin (H&E) staining, and immunohistochemistry
analysis was used to detect CD147 protein expression.
Goat anti-mouse CD147 polyclonal antibody (1:50 dilution,
Santa Cruz Biotech) was used in standard indirect immu-
noperoxidase procedures.

Drug sensitivity assay

To assess chemosensitivity to anti-tumor drugs, P388D1,
control RNAi and P388D1/RNAi cells (1x10%) were plated
in 96-well plates and incubated with different anti-tumor
drug paclitaxel (Sigma), docetaxel (Sigma), vincristine
(Sigma), and adriamycin (Sigma) for 48 h, respectively.
Then, cells were treated with 100 pul MTT (5 mg/ml,
Sigma). After 4-h incubation at 37°C in 5% CO,, 100 pl
DMSO (Gibco) was pipetted to solubilize the formazan
product for 30 min at room temperature. Spectrometric
absorbance at 490 nm was measured with a microplate
reader. Each group contained three wells and was repeated
three times. The ICs, value was determined by the dose of
drug that caused 50% cell viability.

Statistical analysis

SPSS13.0 software was used. Each assay was performed at
least three times. The data were expressed as mean+SD,
and Student’s ¢ test was used to determine the significance
of differences in multiple comparisons. p<0.05 was
considered to be statistically significant.

Results

Inhibition of MMP11 expression in P388D1 cells
by down-regulation of CD147

A number of molecules have been shown to be associated
with CD147, and some of them are involved in tumor
progression. To test directly whether down-regulation of
CD147 influenced MMP11 expression, we performed a
gene-silencing experiment utilizing double-stranded siRNA
to silence the CD147 gene in P388D1 cells. As illustrated
in Fig. la and b, RT-PCR and Western blot analysis
revealed a significant decrease in CD147 expression at both
mRNA and protein levels after transfection. Further
observation showed that CD147 expression did not recover
to original level until 10 days after siRNA transfection
(result not shown). At the same time, the MMPI11
expressions at both mRNA and protein levels were
obviously decreased in the siRNA-transfected cells com-
pared to the control cells (Fig. 1a, b). These results showed
that CD147 silencing down-regulated the expression of
MMP11.

Inhibition of P388D1 cell proliferation and tumorigenicity
by down-regulation of CD147

The proliferative ability of tumor cell is important in tumor
progression. The in vitro proliferative ability of CD147
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Fig. 1 Inhibition of MMPI11 expression in P388D1 cells by down-
regulation of CD147. The P388D1 cells were transfected with CD147
siRNA and control siRNA. Cells were collected on the indicated day
(RNAi-3, 3 days; RNAi-7, 7 days). Total RNA was extracted and
analyzed by RT-PCR using primers specific to CD147 and MMP11
(a). The expressions of CD147 and MMPI11 were analyzed by
Western blot analysis using anti-CD147 and anti-MMP11 antibodies
(b). GAPDH was also examined and served as controls for sample
loading

deficient cells was determined by MTT assay. The results
indicated that CD147 depletion suppressed cell growth in
regular medium. About 45% inhibition rate of CD147/
RNAIi cells at 120 h time point is shown in Fig. 2a.
Meanwhile, growth of P388D1 cells transfected with RNAi
control was not affected. Subsequent soft agar colony
formation assay was then performed to evaluate the
capacity of siRNA-treated cells to form macroscopically
visible colonies. The colony formation rates were 12%,
29%, and 31% in CDI147/RNAi, control RNAi, and
parental P388D1, respectively. Compared to the control,
cell clones CD147/RNAi exhibited not only less amount
but also smaller size of colonies (Fig. 2b, c).

Next, to directly assess whether silencing of CD147
expression could impede the tumorigenicity of P388D1
cells in nude mice, P388D1, control RNAi, and CD147/
RNAI cells were injected subcutaneously on either side of
the mice back, respectively. After cell inoculation in mice
for 2 weeks, we found a decrease in the weight (2.3-fold)
and volume (2.5-fold) of tumors (n=10) derived from
CD147/RNAi cells (Fig. 2d), indicating that the down-
regulation of CDI147 markedly impacts the ability of
murine lymphoid neoplasm cells to form tumors.

Histological examination did not reveal obvious mor-
phological changes between the tumors generated from the
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three groups (Fig. 2e). Immunohistochemistry analysis
showed that CD147 protein expression was almost not
detectable in tumor derived from CD147/RNAi cells, but
was highly expressed in tumor derived from control RNAi,
parental P388D1 cells (Fig. 2f). As described above,
silencing of CD147 in P388D1 cells reduced their tumori-
genic potential.

Inhibition of P388D1 cell migration and lymphatic
metastasis by down-regulation of CD147 in vivo

To explore the role of CD147 mediating tumor cells
migration to peripheral lymph nodes in vivo, P388DI,
control RNAIi, and CD147/RNAi cells were labeled with
CFSE, a green fluorescence dye, which can be transported
across plasma membrane to react covalently with free
amino group of intracellular macromolecules. We found
that the positive ratio of CFSE-tagged P388D1 cells in
whole lymph node digest mixture was quite different.
About only 12.6% CD147 /RNAI positive cells at 48-h time
point was shown (Fig. 3a), supporting that loss of CD147
played an important role in migration in vivo, and therefore
contributed to tumor lymphatic metastasis.

Next, we also sought to determine whether the down-
regulation of CD147 affected the metastatic capability of
P388D1 cells to peripheral lymph nodes in vivo. P388D1,
control RNAi, and CD147/RNAi cells were injected into
the footpad of DBA mice, respectively. By 2 weeks, we
detected that a significant reduction of mean lymph nodes
weight of MMP-11/siRNA groups was observed, as
compared with control groups. The average lymph nodes
weight (n=10) of the CD147/RNAi group, control RNAI,
and P388D1 group was 0.21+0.04, 0.63+0.08, and 0.65+
0.09g, respectively (p<0.05, Fig. 3b). Histological analysis
revealed that there were not obvious morphological
changes between the three groups (Fig. 3¢). Immunohisto-
chemistry analysis showed that CD147 protein expression
was almost not detectable in tumor derived from CD147/
RNAI cells, but was highly expressed in tumor derived
from control RNAI, parental P388D1 cells (Fig. 3d). As
described above, silencing of CDI147 in P388DI1 cells
inhibited tumor metastatic potential to peripheral lymph
nodes.

Silencing of CD147 in P388D1 cells results in increased
chemosensitivity to anti-tumor drugs

It had been reported that CD147 expression was increased
in MDR tumor cells, and CD147 could confer resistance to
some anti-tumor drugs. To test directly whether CD147
silencing affected the resistance of P388D1 cells to the
chemotherapeutic drugs, we down-regulated CD147 ex-
pression in P388D1 cells using RNAi approach. The results



Ann Hematol (2009) 88:753—760

757

Fig. 2 Inhibition of P388DI1 a b
cells proliferation and tumorige- 100 + —s » g 40
nicity by down-regulation of s 5% _“"‘%-——_ =" X E
CD147. a Cells were harvested E’ ;5 30
at 24, 48, 72, 96, and 120 h é 60 B S| 20
. 2%~ control RNA -
post-transfection, and cell pro- = 40 F ——CDI147 RNAi E
liferation was measured by MTT E LE\ 10
assay. Decreased growth ability ) ar §
was detected in QD147/RNA1 0 = ry s v 720 (hour) 081 e RN GDIAT RIS
cells compared with RNAi c
control cells. b Colony forma- h= = _—
tion numbers were compared F ‘ . v~ a r . E ‘ r . £ W
between transfected and control & . . » | ’
RNAI cells. Significant down- « o RS e » ¥ @ !
regulation of colony formation L N a B * £ ‘ e W) .
numbers was confirmed in L o @ “ o - . .1‘ |
CD147/RNAi cells compared = : ’_* . ‘ ‘ . . @ & 8
with control RNAI cells ‘ < . w d L‘ ' . . J b 2 ’j
(*p<0.05). ¢ Colony-forming : P388D1 confrolRNAS CD147 RNAi
activities of CD147/RNAi cells - St
in soft agar. The cell colonies d ) . g, 000
were photographed (x100). d g "
CD147/RNAI groups showed a B 08 ‘é 500
significant decrease in mean ?_ 0.6 § 600
tumor weight (n=10) and E 0k * 400 x
volume (n=10; *p<0.05) com- = g
pared with control groups. g 82 g 200
e Histological analysis was per- S ® P3SDI conwol RNAI  CDI47 RNAI S ¥ TPsDI conwol RNAT  CDI47RNAI

formed in implanted tumors

generated from P388D1, control e
RNAI, and CD147/RNAI cells

with H&E staining, respectively,
(x400). f CD147 protein ex-

pression was determined by im-
munohistochemistry staining in

solid tumors derived from

P388D1, control RNAI, and
CD147/RNAI cells (400%). Dif-
ferences in CD147 protein ex- f
pression were shown. The data

were obtained from three inde-
pendent experiments

showed that the CD147/RNAi cells showed increased
sensitivity to these chemotherapeutic drugs, including
paclitaxel, docetaxel, vincristine, and adriamycin as com-
pared with control RNAi groups (Fig. 4, p<0.05). The ICs,
values for the drugs were significantly less in the CD147/
RNAI group than in the control groups. Thus, silencing of
CD147 on tumor cells increased the sensitivity of P388D1
cells to chemotherapeutic drugs.

U-0126 effects on MMP-11 expression in P388D1 cells

Previous studies have showed that MMP works are in
conjunction with the MAPK pathway. To determine
whether MAPK signaling also mediates the CD147-
stimulated production of MMP-11 in P388D1 cells, we

AT
Jeaen

3

TP
ey

]

% ;.:_' 5 ‘-_ ‘_::. | : 4
J# (12 3 . 1

control RNAi CD147 RNAi

tested the effects MAPK inhibitors on MMP-11 expression
by Western blot analysis. As seen in Fig. 5a, U-0126,
an inhibitor of MAPK/Erk, inhibited the expression of
MMP-11 in P388D1 cells in a dose-dependent manner
(1-10 uM; Fig. 5b).

Discussion

The CD147 gene has garnered attention because of its high
expression in many malignant tumor cells and stimulating
several matrix metalloproteinase (MMPs) production,
which play very important roles in several aspects of tumor
progression, including growth, invasion, metastasis, and
angiogenesis [16, 17]. Since the initial cloning of MMP11
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Fig. 3 Inhibition of P388D1 cell migration and lymphatic metastasis by
down-regulation of CD147 in vivo. a The number of CFSE"" P388D1
cells migration to lymph nodes was measured by flow cytometry.
Surface labeling was expressed as the percentage of positive cells in
P388DI1, control RNAI, and CD147/RNAi cells relative to the total
number of analyzed cells (*»<0.05). b Three groups of DBA/2 mice
were injected subcutaneously with P388D1, control RNAi, and CD147/
RNAI cells. After 2 weeks, mice were sacrificed, and their lymph nodes
were isolated, weighed, and photographed. CD147/RNAi groups

from human breast cancer, extensive studies have been
carried out a close association between MMP11 expression
and tumor metastasis. Overexpression of MMP11 modu-
lates cervical cancer progression and is related to the lymph
node involvement in non-small cell lung cancer [18]. The
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Fig. 4 Silencing of CD147 in P388D1 cells results in increased
chemosensitivity to anti-tumor drugs. P388DI1, control RNAi, and
CD147/RNAI cells were treated with different anti-tumor drugs. Cell
viability was determined by MTT chronometry. The ICs, (milligrams per
liter) value was determined by the dose of drug that caused 50% cell
viability. The data were obtained from three independent experiments
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showed a significant decrease in mean tumor-metastasized lymph nodes
weight (¥*p<0.05) compared with controls. ¢ Histological analysis was
performed in tumor-metastasized lymph nodes from P388D1, control
RNAI, and CD147/RNAI cells with H&E staining, respectively (x400).
d CD147 protein expression was determined by immunohistochemistry
staining in tumor-metastasized lymph nodes from P388D1, control
RNAI, and CD147/RNAi cells (x400). Differences in CD147 protein
expression were shown. The data were obtained from three independent
experiments
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Fig. 5 Effect of U-0126 on the expression of MMP11 in P388D1
cells. Cells were treated with various concentrations of U-0126 for
24 h in serum-free media. At the end of the incubation, the expression
of MMP11 was analyzed by Western blot (a). Relative signal
intensities of MMP-11 protein (b) level was normalized against those
of GAPDH, respectively (¥*p<0.05). Results are representative of three
similar experiments
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down-regulation MMP11 expression suppresses primary
tumor of gastric cancer cell line BGC823 proliferation both
in vitro and in vivo [19]. Our previous reports have also
shown that CD147 depletion down-regulates MMP-11
expression and the lymphatic metastasis potential of mouse
hepatocarcinoma Hca-F cells with highly metastatic poten-
tial in the lymph nodes [20]. Here, we used RNAi to down-
regulate directly the expression of CD147 in P388D1 cells.
Further observation showed that CD147 silencing in
P388D1 cells obviously down-regulated MMP11 expres-
sion at both mRNA and protein levels, suggesting a
regulatory function of CD147 molecule on murine macro-
phage-like lymphoid neoplasm cells progression via
MMP11 activity.

Numerous studies have shown that CD147 promotes
metastasis of tumor cells by stimulating stromal cells or
tumor cells themselves to produce elevated levels of
MMPs. Moreover, supporting its key role in the processes
of tumorigenesis and metastasis, CD147 was reported as
one of the most constantly up-regulated mRNA in
metastatic cells [21]. Zou et al. [6] already reported that
inhibition of CD147 expression via RNAi reduces tumor
cell invasion and tumorigenicity in a highly metastatic
human ovarian cancer cell line HO-8910pm. Here, our
consistent results from experiments using MTT, soft agar
colony formation, and tumorigenicity assay all indicated
that CD147 depletion resulted in the suppression of
proliferation of P388D1 cells both in vitro and in vivo.
Furthermore, silencing of CD147 led to significant reduc-
tions in tumor-metastasized lymph nodes burden, as well as
decreases in lymph node metastases in vivo. Taken
together, these results delineate a direct causal relationship
between CD147 expression and the development of more
advanced lymphoma. Our findings also validated the use of
CD147 as a marker for lymphoma progression and
identified CD147 as a potential target for gene therapy-
based interventions.

Drug resistance and tumor metastasis are the main
causes of treatment failure and mortality in tumor patients.
Overexpression of CD147 in breast cancer cells MCF7
promotes tumor cells metastasis and confers the multidrug
resistance to P-gp substrate drugs [22]. CD147 expression
is increased in multidrug resistant cancers cells MCF-7/
AdrR, KBV-1 (the MDR human oral carcinoma line), and
A2780Dx5 (the MDR human ovarian carcinoma line) [23].
In this study, down-regulation of CD147 not only influ-
enced tumor progression both in vitro and in vivo but also
increased chemosensitivity to some anti-tumor drugs in
P388D1 cells. This result showed that CDI147 is an
adjuvant chemotherapy target of murine macrophage-like
lymphoid neoplasm cells.

Matrix metalloproteinases production, cell motility, and
invasion can be influenced by phospho-activation of a

variety of key regulators of signal transduction pathways.
MAPK pathway plays an important role in regulating many
fundamental processes, such as cell growth, mobility,
differentiation, and multidrug resistance [24]. MAPK trans-
mits the signal that it receives from Ras to the nucleus,
where regulation of gene transcription determines the fate
of cells [25]. Activation of MAPK pathways result in
alterations in the expression levels of either MMPs, which
in turn are responsible for the degradation of ECM and are
required for cell mobility [26]. Our current results indicated
that inhibition of MAPK/Erk by U-0126 decreased the
expression of MMPI11 in a dose-dependent manner,
suggesting that MAPK/Erk pathway was involved in the
regulation of MMP11 production in P388D1 cells, whereas
MAPK/p38 does not appear to be essential. This difference
may reflect the distinct signaling pathways involved in the
regulation of MMP production.

In summary, our results demonstrate that silencing
of CD147 inhibits MMPI11 production via MAPK/Erk-
dependent signaling pathway in murine macrophage-like
lymphoid neoplasm P388D1 cells, which is consistent with
tumor progression and drug resistance. Our findings
provide further insight into the mechanism underlying the
functional linkage between tumor progression and drug
resistance.
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