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Abstract Most of the numerical methods dedicated to the contact problem involving
two elastic bodies are based on the master/slave paradigm. It results in important
detection difficulties in the case of self-contact and multi-body contact, where it may
be impractical, if not impossible, to a priori nominate a master surface and a slave one.
In this work we introduce an unbiased finite element method for the finite element
approximation of frictional contact between two elastic bodies in the small deformation
framework. In the proposed method the two bodies expected to come into contact
are treated in the same way (no master and slave surfaces). The key ingredient is a
Nitsche-based formulation of contact conditions, as in Chouly et al. (Math Comput
84:1089-1112, 2015). We carry out the numerical analysis of the method, and prove
its well-posedness and optimal convergence in the H'-norm. Numerical experiments
are performed to illustrate the theoretical results and the performance of the method.
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Introduction

Although being a very rich subject in the past, contact computational mechanics for
deformable bodies in small or large strain is still the subject of intensive research. The
most common paradigm to treat the problem of two deformable bodies in contact is
known as the master/slave formulation. In this approach one distinguishes between a
master surface and a slave one on which is prescribed the non-penetration condition.
A presentation of this formulation and the contact problem can be found in Laursen’s
work [18,19] (see also [20]) and a presentation of discretization schemes and numerical
algorithms for mechanical contact is given in [28]. This approach is confronted with
important difficulties especially in the case of self-contact and multi-body contact
where it is impossible or impractical to a priori nominate a master surface and a
slave one. Automating the detection and the separation between slave and master
surfaces in these cases may generate a lack of robustness since it may create detection
problems.

If the master/slave formulation consists in a natural extension of the contact treat-
ment between a deformable body and a rigid ground, it has no complete theoretical
justification. Consequently, to avoid these difficulties, we provide in this article an
unbiased formulation of the two elastic bodies contact problem in the small strain
framework. In this formulation we do not distinguish between a master surface and a
slave one since we impose the non-penetration and the friction conditions on both of
them. Unbiased contact and friction formulations have been considered before in [26]
and references therein. There, the authors present a numerical study of the method and
make use of a penalized formulation of contact and friction. The terms two-pass and
two-half-pass are also used in literature to describe this type of methods.

This study can be seen as a first step in the construction of a method taking into
account contact between two elastic solids and self-contact in large transformations
in the same formalism. The present formulation, in small deformations, allows us
to ensure the consistency, the convergence and the optimality of the method. In this
context, the aim of this paper is to provide an unbiased description of the contact and
Tresca friction conditions, that relies upon a Nitsche’s treatment of contact conditions.

Nitsche’s treatment of contact is an extension of the method proposed in 1971
by J. Nitsche to impose Dirichlet conditions within the variational formulation with-
out adding Lagrange multipliers [23]. Nitsche’s method has been widely applied on
problems involving linear conditions on the boundary of a domain or at the interface
between sub-domains: see, e.g. [27] for the Dirichlet problem or [1] for domain decom-
position with non-matching meshes. More recently, in [13] and [ 15] it has been adapted
for bilateral (persistent) contact, which still involves linear boundary conditions on
the contact zone. A Nitsche-based formulation for the Finite Element discretization
of the unilateral (non-linear) contact problem in linear elasticity was introduced in
[6] and generalized in [8] to encompass symmetric and non-symmetric variants. A
simple adaptation of the Nitsche-based Finite Element Method to Tresca’s friction
is proposed in [5]. Conversely to standard penalization techniques (see [7,17]), the
resulting method is consistent. Moreover, unlike mixed methods (see [14,16]), no
additional unknown (Lagrange multiplier) is needed.
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Other possibilties for contact discretization are for instance node-to-segment tech-
niques or the mortar method. Note that the mortar method is an efficient alternative
that has been widely applied to contact problem (see [2,21,24]). The mortar technique
allows to match independent discretizations of the contacting solids and takes into
account the unilateral contact conditions in a convenient way. The procedure provides
variationally consistent contact pressures. But mortar methods normally represent
asymmetric formulations, by distinguishing between a master (or mortar) and a slave
(or non-mortar) surface. Thus, the adaptation to an unbiased contact description is
quite easier with Nitsche’s method than a mortar one. In fact, since Nitsche’s method
uses the contact stress as a multiplier, it is very simple to divide this contact effort
equitably on both of contact surfaces. A comparison between Nitsche’s method and
mortar-type ones for linear elasticity is provided in [12].

The formulation described in this paper uses an additional parameter 6 as in [8],
allowing us to introduce some variants acting on the symmetry/skew-symmetry / non-
symmetry of the discrete formulation. Moreover, a unified analysis of all these variants
can be performed. We provide, as well, theoretical and numerical verifications of the
proposed method. First, we prove the consistency of the method, its well-posedness
and its optimal convergence. And then, a numerical verification is performed to confirm
the theoretical results.

In Sect. 1 we build an unbiased formulation of the two elastic bodies frictional
(Tresca) contact problem. This formulation will be based on Nitsche’s method. To
prove the efficiency of the method (15), we carry out some mathematical analysis in
Sect. 2. In the last Sect. 3 of this paper, we present the results of several two/three-
dimensional numerical tests. The tests cover a convergence study of the global relative
error of displacement in H'-norm and the contact pressure error in L2-norm with
different values of the parameter 6 and the Nitsche’s parameter yy. The open source
environment GetFEM++! is used to perform the tests.

1 Setting of the problem
1.1 Formal statement of the two bodies contact problem

We consider two elastic bodies expected to come into contact. To simplify notations, a
general index i is used to represent indifferently the 1st or the 2nd body. Let © be the
domain in R? occupied by the reference configuration of the i-th body, with d = 2 or
3. Small strain assumption is made, as well as plane strain when d = 2. We suppose
that the boundary dQ of each body consists in three non-overlapping parts T}, T,
and Fic. On FiD (resp l"fv) displacements u’ (resp. tractions t') are given. The body is
clamped on FZ for the sake of simplicity. In addition each body can be subjected to
a volumic force f/ (such as gravity). We denote by I‘é a portion of the boundary of
the i-th body which is a candidate contact surface with an outward unit normal vector
n'. The actual surface on which a body comes into contact with the other one is not
known in advance, but is contained in the portion Fic of 9.

1 http://getfem.org/.
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Fig. 1 Example of definition of il

Furthermore let us suppose that I" lc is smooth. For the contact surfaces, let us assume
a sufficiently smooth one to one application (projection for instance) mapping each
point of the first contact surface to a point of the second one:

n':rl - ri.

Let J! be the Jacobian determinant of the transformation 1! and J? = F the

Jacobian determinant of I1> = (IT!)~!. We suppose in the following that J I'>o0.
We define on each contact surface a normal vector i’ (see Fig. 1) such that:

Mx) —x . .
» — if x £ I1'(x),
i (x) = { M) — x|
n if x=1II(x).
Note that i! = —fi2 o [1! and A2 = —q! o 12,

The displacements of the bodies, relatively to the fixed spatial frame are represented
byu = (ul, u2), where u’ is the displacement field of the i-th body.

The contact problem in linear elasticity consists in finding the displacement field u
satisfying the Eq. (1) and the contact conditions described hereafter:

dive'(u') +f =0in Q', (1a)
o'(u)=A'e() in ', (1b)
u' =0onTl, (1¢c)
o'(u)n’ =t on T, (1d)
where o/ = a(i Iy 1 < j,k < d, stands for the stress tensor field and div denotes
the divergence operator of tensor valued functions. The notation e(v) = %(Vv +

T . . . [ . .
Vv ) represents the linearized strain tensor field and A’ is the fourth order symmetric
elasticity tensor on ' having the usual uniform ellipticity and boundedness property.
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For any displacement field v/ and for any density of surface forces ¢ (v/)n’ defined
on 9$2; we adopt the following notation:

v =vi' +v,and o' (v'))n' = o, (vV)i' + o} (V'),

where V§ (resp ai (v)) are the tangential components of vi (resp o’ (vhHn').
We define an initial normal gap representing the normal distance between a point x of
I'¢- and its image on the other body: g, = (IT'(x) — x) - A'.

We define, as well, the relative normal displacements [u]! = (u! —u? o IT') - &'
and [u]? = (W —u' 0 11?) - A%
Remark 1.1 Note that: gl o T1> = g2 and g2 o 1! = gl [u]l o 1? = [u]? and
[u]2 o ' = [ul.
In order to obtain an unbiased formulation of the contact problem we prescribe the
contact conditions deduced from the Signorini problem conditions (see [17]) on the
two surfaces in a symmetric way. Thus, the conditions describing contact on Fé and
I'Z are:

c

[ul, < &, (2a)

0,3 (ul) <0 on Flc, (2b)

o, @H)([ul, — ;) =0 (2¢)
[u]? < g2 (3a)

02?) <0 onTlZ. (3b)

oy (?)([u]; — g2) =0 (3c)

Letsi € LZ(FiC), st > 0, be the Tresca friction threshold associated to the physical
properties of the i-th surface, [u]! = u! —u? o IT' and [u]? = v? —u! o 11> =
—[u] tl o IT%.

The Tresca friction condition on I" é and 1'% reads:

o) < s if [u]i =0,
o . i 4)
o) = —s' [[u]]{ otherwise,
l
I w1
where | - || stands for the Euclidean norm in R?~!.

Remark 1.2 Inthe frictionless contact case this condition is simply replaced by ag =0.
Finally, we need to consider the second Newton law between the two bodies:

J

C

/1 (T,l(ul)ds + /2 G?(u2)ds =0,
Y

c vc

1 o)l (u)ds — f ; o2 (u?)ds = 0,
Yc
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where ycl is any subset of Fé and yg = 1! (ycl). Mapping all terms on ycl allows
writing:

/1 ol — J1o?@? o Thds = 0,
Y

. Vyé C Té
/ ol + J'o?@? o iHds =0,
Ve
SO we obtain:
ol — Jle?w? o ! =0, 1
onl:. )
ol + J'e?@?om!) =0,

Remark 1.3 A similar condition holds on I'2:
o2(u?) — J?o ! (! o T1%) = 0,
o2?) + J%e ' o 1% = 0.

It is important to mention that, due to second Newton law, we need to fix s! and
1 2 1
u uf|7 oIl
1 _[u]; Jlg2 [u];

2 11 12,2 1
s such that: —s =0o,uw) =—-Jo;@olIl') = =
1 1Tl 1 ' ' I[u]? o 11|
_Jlg2 [u];
Ty 1
And so:
st =J's%. (6)

1.2 Variational formulation using Nitsche’s method

In this section, we establish the weak formulation of problem (1)—(5) using Nitsche’s
method and the unbiased form of the contact and the friction conditions given in Sect.
1.1.

As in [8], we introduce an additional parameter 6. This generalization will allow
several variants, depending on the value of 6. The symmetric case is obtained when
6 = 1. The advantage of the symmetric formulation is that it derives from an energy
potential (see 1.3). These features are lost when 6 # 1. Nevertheless the variants
6 = —1 and 0 presents some other advantages, mostly from the numerical viewpoint.
In particular, the case 8 = 0 involves a reduced number of terms, which makes it
easier to implement and to extend to contact problems involving non-linear elasticity.
Also, for 6 = —1, the well-posedness of the discrete formulation and the optimal
convergence are preserved irrespectively of the value of the Nitsche parameter y'.
Some general guidelines on how to choose yp and 6 are provided in the Sect. 3.5.
First, we introduce the Hilbert space
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V= {v: (V],Vz) € H](Ql)d X H](Qz)d: v! :00n1",13 andv2=00nr‘%].

Letu = (u', u?) be the solution of the contact problem in its strong form (1)—(5). We
assume that u is sufficiently regular so that all the following calculations make sense.
The derivation of a Nitsche-based method comes from a reformulation of the contact
conditions (2a)—(2b)—(2c¢) (see for instance [6] and [8]). This reformulation is similar
to the augmented Lagrangian formulation of contact problems. The contact conditions
(2a)-(2b)—(2c) are equivalent to the Eq. (7) for a given positive function yi:

i (o) = == [dull = o~ viaiwh] 0

where the notation [-] refers to the the positive part of a scalar quantity. Similarly, as
in [5], the Tresca friction condition is equivalent to the equation

i

o; (u ) =_—— [[[u]]t yio@ ]ylx, , 3

where, for any @ € R, the notation [-], refers to the orthogonal projection onto
B0, ) c RL the closed ball centered at the origin and of radius «. In what
follows some properties of the positive part and the projection are mentioned. Those
properties will be useful in the analysis of the method.

Since a < [a]+ and ala]4+ = [a]f_ Va € R, we can write that for all a, b € R:

(laly — [b]4)(a — b) = alals + b[bly+ — blaly — albl+
> [al} + [b)} — 2[aly[b]+
= ([aly — [b])*. ©)

We note, also, the following classical property for a projection for all x, y € R?~!:
(v =% - (I¥le — [¥]a) = lllyle — Xl (10)

From the Green formula and Eq. (1), we get for every v € V:

/ al(ul):e(vl)dQ—i—/ az(uz):s(vz)dQ:/ f! ~V1dQ+/ £2.v2dQ
Q! Q2 Q! Q2
+f t! -vldr+f t2~v2dF+/1 o'(un! -v1dr+/2 o (u?)n? - v2dr.
r r r

1 2
N N C l-‘C

We define

a(u,v) = / al(ul) : e(vl)dQ —i—f 62(u2) : s(vz)dQ,
Q! Q2

and
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L(V)=/ fl.vldsz+/ f2~v2d§2+/ t1~vldF+/ € - vdr.
Q! Q2 ri rs

N

So, there holds:

a(u,v) — /. ol@hvldr — /2 o2 (u?)v2dlr — /r' o'y vldr
C

I'c T'e

— /2 o?(u?) - v2dl = L(v).
I

C

Using condition (5) we can write

1 1
a(u,v) — 3 /1“1 (anl(ul) + Jlgnz(u2 o 1‘[1)) vrlldl" —3 /1“2 (anz(u2)
C C

+ 7% @' o n2)) v2dl

1 1
—5/ (atl(ul) — chitz(u2 o 1'[1)> .thdF — —/ (0,2(u2)
re 2Jrz

— 7% @' o n2)> -v2dl = L(v).

So, using the property /1 Jlde = /2 fo I12dT", we have
1—‘C r‘C

1 1 1
a(a,v) — 5/[:1 crnl (u])v,ldl" — 5/;1 Gnl (ul)(ug o Hl)dl" 3 /1“2 Unz(uz)v,%dl—'
c c c

1 1 1
_5/ a,%(uz)(vrllol'[2)dF——/ a}(ul).v}+—/ ol (v’ omhdr
r 2 Jrl 2 Jrl,

1 1
—-f af(uZ)-v,2+—f o2(W?) - (v! o %Al = L(v).
2 r2 2 r2

C C
This leads to:

1 1
a(a,v) — 3 /1“1 a’: (ul)(U,], + v,% o Hl)dl" —3 /;‘2 an(uz)(v,% + U,i o Hz)dr
c c

1 1
——/ ol (v} —v?omihydr — —/ o?(?) - (v’ —v! o 1%)dl = L(v).
2 [‘(1: 2 [%

Using the writings, for 6 € R,

v+ v2ol! = () +v2 ol —0ylol(vh)) +0ylal(vh
v2 4 vh o M2 = (2 4 v} 0 T2 — 0y %62 (v2)) + 0y 202 (V)
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{v} —violl' = (v/ =violl' —oy'a}(v') +0y'a} (v}

Vi =V o IIP = (v — v/ o I = 0y207(v?) + 0y %07 (v2),

we obtain:

1 1
a,v) = 5 f1 0ylo! o (vh)dr — 3 fz 0y202 ()0 (v?)dl
l—‘C 1—‘C

1 1
—-/ eyla}(ul)-a}(vl)dr——/ 0y%02(u?) - a2 (v?)dl
2 Fé. 2 F%

1
_5/1 ol@! + v o —oylal(vh)dr
I‘C

1
— / 020 + v} o I — By 202 (v*))dr
FC

1
-3 /Fl ol (v} —v?on1' —0ylol(vh)dr
C

1

= /2 o??) - (v — v, o I1* — 9y?a?(v?))dD
1—‘C

= L(v). (1)

Let us define:

Py i) = [ul, = yio, (@) — g, Py (w) = [u]f — y'oy (),

Pl i) =[]} —6yioiv), P ()= [V]] - 6yioi(v)

12)

and

1
Ag(u.v) =a(.v) - > / oy'o) o, (v)dr
FC

1
— f2 0y%02 ()02 (v?)dr
r

2 C
1
——/ oylol@'y ol (vhdr
2 l"é
1
——/ 0y%0?(u?) - a2(v?)dl
2 I‘%
1 1_1 1 1,1
=a(u,v)—5 1 Oy o (w)n-o (v )ndl'
r

C

1
——/ 9y202(u2)n o2 (v*)ndr.
2 r2

C
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Now we insert the expressions (7) of o) (u') and (8) of o' (u') in (11) and the variational
problem could be formally written as follows:

Find a sufficiently regular u € V such that for all sufficiently regularv € V,

! Lo 1
Aot )+ 3 /F | J1PLp L] 0T

+3 Jr2 5ol Pl WP (v)dD
1

L pl 1 1 r .,
3 /FIC F[PW'(U)]V'S] P oy WAl + 2 /rz ﬁ[Pz,yz(u)]yzsz
P72 (VI = L(V).

13)

Remark 1.4 In the frictionless contact case the formulation reads:

Find a sufficiently regular u € V such that for all sufficiently regularv € V

1 1 1 1
Ap(,v) + 5 fr | 1Pl @LE]

+3 Jr2 ﬁ[Pf,yQ(u)]+P,iey2(v)dF = L(v).

1.3 Derivation of the method from a potential

In this section we show, through a formal demonstration, that the method derives from
a potential in the frictional symmetric (6 = 1) case. Let us define the potential:

2

JW) = eq@ + Y (el + @),
i=1

with:

2

1 1 S 1 S
ea) = sa@w - Y (5 fr ACACOE /F ' llo)]2dr) - Lw
i= C C

=1

= %AI(U, u) — L(u),

iw=1 [ LIpi @] ar
€n(ll) - Z 1"2, F [ n,yi (U)]Jr )

e"(u)=l l||P" wrdr— > [ Lyp @[ w] .
! 4 Jpi yi ty! 4 Jpi yi ty! ty! yisi
C C
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We compute now the derivative of this potential. We have:
Deqg)[v] = A1(u, v) — L(v)(L is linear and Ay is bilinear),
; 1 1 ; .
i _ = o i i
Dej,(wlv] = 3 /F y [Pl w] D (1P @l ) viar

= %/FC % [P,iy,- (u)]+ H(Pri’y,-(u)) (D(Pr’l"y[ (u)> [v]dT,

where H is the Hegviside step fur_lction. Using th;: equalities: H(p(X)[e(X)]+ =
[¢(X)]+ and D(Pr’l i (u))[v] = Pr’l i (V) (since Pr’l i is linear), we get:

i 1 1 . .
i _ [ i
De, (w)[v] = 7 /l:’c _yi [Pn’y, (u)]+ Pn’y,(v)dr‘.
Finally:

. 1 1 . .
Dejlv] = 3 fr 7P P )dr
Cc

) % /Fic yi <P;"Vi(u)_[Pﬁyy,(u)]y%).<P§’yi(V)

— D[P (W],)IV])

if [|P) ] < y's’ then P () — [P}, (w)],ii =0
if ||P;"y,.(u)|| > yisi, then D([P;"y,. ()], )[v] is tangential to B(0, y's’) and
D([P] (W], )[V]- (P () = [P} (W],is) =0.

So, in both cases we have:

De (u)[v] = - i[P" »(u)] P (v)dl
’ 2 Joy vt Lo ™y B

so, if we consider the first order optimality condition De(u)[v] = 0 Vv € V, we get:

2

1 Lo i
Ay +Y (3 R IR dr
i=1 c

1 1 i
+§ /Flc W[Pt’yi(u)]yisi .Pt’yi(v)dr) = L(v).

This is exactly (13) when 6 = 1.
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1.4 Strong—weak formulation equivalence

In this section, we are going to establish the formal equivalence between (13) and
(1)—(5). Since the construction of (13) is quite elaborated and consists in particular in
the splitting of the contact terms into two parts, this step is necessary to ensure the
coherence of the formulation.

Theorem 1.5 Letu = (u', u?) be a sufficiently regular solution to the problem (13),
then u solves the problem (1)—(5) for all 6 € R.

Proof See “Appendix A” O

1.5 Discretization of the variational formulation

Let (72);,>0 be a family of triangulations of the domain ©’ supposed regular and
conformal to the subdivisions of the boundaries into Fé), Ffv and Fic. ‘We introduce

Vi = (V) x V}) . with

Vi = i € 6°@) vy € BT VT € v, =0on T,

the family of finite dimensional vector spaces indexed by 4 and coming from 7;1’ .
We consider in what follows that ' is a positive piecewise constant function on the
contact interface I' - which satisfies

i
leiml—vE = V()h[(i,

forevery K' € 7;1’ that has a non-empty intersection of dimension d — 1 with 1"2, and
where yy is a positive given constant. Note that the value of '/ on element intersections
has no influence. This allows to define a discrete counterpart of (13). Let us introduce
for this purpose, with the same notation, the discrete linear operators:

Pl i) = [unln — g, — y'o, (), Py () = [w]f — ylojuy),

PI;"W. i) = [vn]l, — 0y o} (v), P;'ﬁyl. i) = [va]i — 0y ai(vh).

(14)

Then the unbiased formulation of the two bodies contact in the discrete setting
reads:
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Find u;, € V;, such that, for allv;, € V,

Ag(uy, vi)
! 1 1
+ /F | 7 Eha OB LT+ / [ P P st
1 1
+?'/Flc yl tey'(vh) [P l(uh)]J/'SldF
+§ /2 ﬁpzze;ﬂ(vh) . [Pfyz(uh)]yzszdl“ = L(vp).
r2 : :

(15)

Remark 1.6 Note that Nitsche’s method is not a standard penalty method, since it is
consistent. In fact the Nitsche’s method is closer to Barbosa & Hughes stabilization
(see [27] and [6, Section 2.3]), so the Nitsche parameter yy is in fact a stabilization
parameter. As a result, making )y tend to 0 does not increase necessarily precision,
conversely to standard penalty (see as well Figs. 16 and 17 in Sect. 3.5 for a numerical
illustration here). The parameter yp must therefore be just smaller than a threshold
value ensuring the coercivity so that the problem is well posed (and not too small not
to cause ill-conditioning). This threshold value depends on the variant (0).

2 Mathematical analysis of the method

A major difference between Nitsche’s method and standard penalty methods is the
consistency demonstrated in 2.1. Using the same arguments as in [6] we prove the
well-posedness and the optimal convergence of (15) when the mesh size & vanishes.
To insure well-posedness and convergence of the method we need to impose yy to be
sufficiently small when 6 # —1. This condition is avoided when § = —1 which is a
major advantage of this version.

2.1 Consistency

Similarly to Nitsche’s method for unilateral contact problems [6], our Nitsche-based
formulation (15) is consistent:

Lemma 2.1 Suppose that the solution w of (1)—~(5) lies in (H%Jr"(Ql))d
3
x (H21(Q2) with v > 0, then u is also solution to:

1 I, 1
Astu, ) + 3 fr b (DIEy @ar

1 1
s fr , 3P ORLE s @Ler

! 1 [P 1 dr
+§ Fé )/ 19)/ (Vh) (u) ylsl
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1 1, X
+5 r2 ﬁPtGVZ(Vh) [P (W]y20dl
= L(Vh), VVh S Vh- (16)

Proof Let u be a solution of (1)—(5) and set v;, € V},. Since u’ € (H%""’(Qi))d, we
have o, (0') € (H”(F’C))d and P, and P, are well-defined and belong to LZ(F’C).
With Egs. (1)—(4) and integration by parts, it holds:

a(u, vy,) — /1 ol dr — /2 02?7, dl — /1 o'y v} dr

e re e

- ﬁz af(uz) -V%tdF = L(vp).

C

We use now (5) to write:

1 1
a(u,v) — 3 /1 ol +v2 omhdr — 3 /2 o2 (v}, +vp o M*)dl
Iy Iz

1
——/ ol (v}, —vi, omhdr
2 [‘lc

1
-5 /2 a?(?) - (v7, — v}, o I)dl = L(vp).
l-‘C

For any 0 € R, we can write:
{vfm +vp, 0 T = (v, + v, o T =0y 0, (Vi) + 07} (v})
vﬁ” + v}m o2 = (vin + v}m o2 — Oyza,lz(vi)) + Oyza,lz(vﬁ)

{v}h —vi, ol =}, —vi ol —oylalv)) +oylelv) an
Vin = Vi © TI2 = (Vi = v 0 TI? = 0207 (vi)) + 0y 207 (v).

Using (17), formulations (7) and (8) of the contact and friction conditions and the
notations (12), we obtain (16). O

Remark 2.2 The regularity assumption that we made in Lemma 2.1 is standard for
Signorini contact. It was proved for an elliptic scalar problem in [22] and noted numer-

ically for linear elasticity. In fact the singularities that appear with contact-non-contact
transitions allow us, generally, to expect a Sobolev regularity between 3/2 and 5/2.

2.2 Well-posedness

To prove well-posedness of our formulation, we first need the following discrete trace
inequality.
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Lemma 2.3 There exists C > 0, independent of the parameter yo and of the mesh
size h, such that:

1 1
(2 _iralN)2 I N RN [ 12
Iy 2l I3 + 1Y 2 oh IR < Crollvi 12 g, (18)

forall Vi, € Vi,
Proof The inequality (18) is obtained using a scaling argument as in [5, Lemma 3.2].

O

We then show in Theorem 2.4 that the problem (15) is well-posed using an argu-
ment from [4] for M-type and pseudo-monotone operators. In the proof of the
well-posedness, two cases are discused: & = 1 and 6 # 1.

Theorem 2.4 Suppose that yy > 0 is sufficiently small or & = —1, then Problem (15)
admits one unique solution uy, in V. When 8 = —1 we do not need the assumption
of smallness of yp.

Proof Using the Riesz representation theorem, we define a (non-linear) operator B :
Vi, — Vj, by means of the formula:

1 I 1
(Buy, vi)1 = Ag(ui, Vi) + 5 fr b OLEL @n)lar

1 1
+ Efpz y2 n9y2(Vh)[P »(up)]4+dT
c
1 1
+§ rLy 19V1(Vh) [P 1(“h)]VIS1dl'1
c
1 1, X
+ 2 Jro ﬁPf oy2 (Vi) - [P7 o (Wp)],22dT,
r2 ; ,

for all uy, v, € Vy,, and where ( .)1 stands for the scalar product in V and the nota-

tions P’ Jiv P’ Jio P’ ; and P’ ; are given by (12).

Note that Problem (15) is Well posed if and only if B is a one-to-one operator. Let

vh, Wi € Vp, using the writings P’ gyi(-) = P V,«(-) +g,+ 1A —6)o.() and
P, ()= P’ i)+ (= 0)a'(-), we have:

Bv, — Bwy,, v, — wp)1 = a(vy, — Wy, Vi — Wp)
2

+Z (- —||y’2a(vh wionlp

1 1 . . .
+ / 7 P O = W (L2, ) = B} Gl )T

A0 Ligicyi - D(P! (vi)le — [P (wi)]4)dD
2 Jpg 7 T W gy T T TR
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t 1
iyt by

1 | . .
s / = wi) - (P )i — P (W] )dT
C

+(1—9)

/Fi el =W (P vl — [P, (wh)]yis,-)dr).
C

We use Cauchy—Schwarz inequality and the proprieties (9) and (10) to get:
(Bvy, —Bwy, Vi, — Wi)1 = a(Vi, — Wi, Vi — Wh)

2
0 L1 . .
+2 (=31 ey —wimlp
i=1
L= b i
31y (P e = LB o L)IR
1 .1 . .
51y (P, (V)i — [P;’yi(wh)]yisf)”()’ric
[1—0]
2

n | 1 . N
(P (vl = [P Wil llg e lly' 20 (v), — WZ)”())[‘E)-

1 . . L .
' 2 (0P, i 01 = [Py W) 1) g, p 1" 2 0 (Vi = Wil

If 6 = 1, we use the coercivity of a(-, -) and the property (18) to get:

2

1 L
By, — Bwy, v — Wi)1 = a(Vy — Wi, Vi — Wi) — ) Elly”a’(vh win' [g M
i=1
2

i\ 12
> a(Vh — Wi, Vi — W) — ) 5 (||y oy =Wl
i=1

1
G
Hly ol = Wil )
C
2
> Cllvi — wally

when yy is sufficiently small.
We suppose now that 0 # 1; let 8 > 0. Applying Young inequality yields:

Bvy — BWh, Vi — Wp)1 > a(Vy, — Wy, Vi — Wp)

+ Z( Sy tei v, — win' 12

i=

L imd rpi

Iy (P, WL = [P, (W14l i
1 i—% i i

+ EHV ([Pt’yi(vh)]yisi — [P, (wh)]yi_yi)”()’ré
1=

4p ly" ([P;i,yi(Vh)]Jr—[Pri,y"(wh)h)”(z)’ric
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[1—0|p 1 . . .
= Iy o = Willg

-6y .1 . . 5
_T”Vl : (P;’yi(vl’t)]yisi - [P;’y(wh)]y’sl)”()’l—wtc

1018, ;1

i Qi iy2
o.(V, — W) )
4 ly ;( h h HO,F’C

1
2

11—0|8 N
(0+ =) (1" 2 oivi, = Wil 1o

2
=a(Vh—Wh,Vh—Wh)+Z<— 5

i=1

1
G
+ly ol = Wil )
C

1 =0\, -1, l,
+(1-— ; )12 (P ol = 1P w1 )Ig
+ ||Vi_7([P§,y,-(Vh)]yisi - [P::,Vi (Wh)]yz‘si)lléyre)).

i

Choosing 8 = and yp sufficiently small we get:

Bvy — Bwy, v, — W) > a(Vy — Wy, Vi — Wp)
2
(146)° iY iy P2 i3 iy i\p2
B (LA AT R AL AUEUA S E
i=1
2
Bvy, —Bwp, vy —wp)1 > Cllv — wly
Note that, when & = —1 we do not need the assumption of smallness of yy.
Let us show, now, that B is hemicontinuous. Since V" is a vector space, it is sufficient

to show that:

¢:[0,1] > R
t = (B(vp —twp), Wi

is a continuous real function for all v,, w, € V. Let ¢, s € [0, 1], we compute:

lp (1) — @(s)]
= ‘(B(Vh —twp) — B(vy, — swp), Wh)l‘

2
1 1 . .
= ‘Aa((s — DWp, W) + E (5 /1“" Wpri’gyi(wh)([})éyi (Vi — twp) ]+
i=1 c

— [Py (v — swp)]1)dl

+5 [
21“2

- [Piyi (Va — Swh)]y’??")dr) ‘

1. 4
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< |s —t|Ag(Wp, Wp)

2
1 1. . .
+3(5 /r i Proy WI[LPL, v = Wil = [P (v = sw)l[dT
i=1 C

dr).

We use the bounds |[a]y — [b]+| < |a —b|foralla, b € Rand |[a],iz —[blii | <
la — b|| forall a, b € R?~! to deduce that:

1 1 : . .
+5 /rf ;HPLW- (wa)ll H [P (Vi — twi)lyisi — [Py i (Vi — sWi)],igi
C

1 i i i
/ric F'Pnﬁyi(wh)l‘[Pnyi Vi = twi)l+ =[P, i (Vh — swh)]+‘dr
1 . .
[ L P = i = Y = 5wl
C
< ! P!
<, 77 Eray o)

1 i
+ /F I,C LA

1 . .
<1~ / AP, P (T
re vV

PL (i = twy) = P (v — swp)dT

Pi},i(Vh —twp) — Pjyi (v, — SWh)HdF

1 ) .
+ /F . 7 1Py VR IIP, (Wh)ndr).
It results that:
2
(1) — p()] < Is — 1] Aa( B P oaIIPE (wldr
2 e =Is 6 (Wh, Wp i 2yt oy W)l i \Wh
i=1 c
1 i i
+ /F iC z—yl.||Pt,9V1(w;1)||||Pw,-(w;,)||dr)).

Which means that ¢ is Lipschitz, so that B is hemicontinuous. We finally apply the
Corollary 15 (p.126) of [4] to conclude that B is a one to one operator. O

2.3 A priori error analysis

Our Nitsche-based method (15) converges in a optimal way as the mesh parameter
h vanishes. This is proved in the Theorem 2.6, where we provide an estimate of the
displacement error in H '-norm and of the contact error in L2 (l"ic)—norm. We establish,
first, the following abstract error estimate.

Theorem 2.5 Suppose that u is a solution to (1-5) and belongs to (H%+U (Ql))d X
(H2(Q2)4 with v > 0.
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1. We suppose yy sufficiently small. The solution wy, to the discrete problem (15)
satisfies the following error estimate:

2

. . 1 .r . 1
Z(nu’—uzuigi+5||y”(a,z(u’>+7[ @) IE

i=1

| S R |
+ §||y’ 2(oh(u') + _i[P;’yi (uh)]yis")”ér%) (19)

1

L
<C inf (Znu—vhnm —|| AT

vheVy
1
#3l e — vl 2 ).

where C > 0 is a constant independent of h, u and yy.
2. If0 = —1, forall yg > 0, the solution uy, to the problem (15) satisfies the estimate
(19) with C > 0 a constant independent of h and u, but eventually dependent of

Yo-

Proof Let vy, € V, using the coercivity and the continuity of the form a(-, -) as well
as Young’s inequality, we obtain:

2
i g2
@Y ' —ullf o < a(u—uy,u—uy)
i=1
=a(—uy, u—vy)+a(@—u,, vy, —uy)

<C Iu’ —w |l gillu’ = vl o +a(—uy, v, —uy)

IA

NIQ

2
2
[ i 12
Z h’ — w17 o
C2 i 2
+o Z o = v,IIT o
i=1
+a(, vy, —uy) —a(uy, v, —uy).
Therefore, we get:
2 2

c
—leu —uhllm, <5 leu —Vhllm, +a(u, vy —up) —a(uy, vy —up).
i=1
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Since u solves (1-5) and uy, solves (15), using the Lemma 2.1 yields:

| R

2
Dol =l g = Zn u = v} o
i=1

2
+Z(—€/F Yol —u)n' o' (vi —ul)n'dl

=1

1 1 i i
) i ;Ptﬂyi (v —up) - ([Pm,l- )i — [P, W], )dl

T P, dr 20
"2 F A\ uh)([ i)l =1 ~(ll)]+) ) (20)

Let 81 > 0. The first integral term in (20) is bounded, using Cauchy—Schwarz and
Young’s inequalities, as follows:

_5 / 7/lo,l (u;/l _ ul)nl . o,l (v;l _ u;l)n'dF
T'e

0 o
= 5/_ yio' (v, —uwpn' - o' (v, —w)n'dl
I‘l

C

_5/ J/lo,l(vlh _ul)nl 'O'Z(Vlh _u;l)nldl—w
1"!

C

o .1
§||J/ U'(Vh —uj)n’ ||0 .

||7/ G(Vh l)nl”o,r"C”Vlz"l("Z_“;l)“l”o,ric

2
ﬂle 1
< =yl —un

i !
+5 (9+§)IIV 0! (v, —wm' g 1 1)

For the second integral term in (20), we can write:
L w (P @l — P ()], )dT
. J/i t,&yi v uy [,)/i uy; yisi [,]/i u yisi
C
1. ) )
= /i WP;’yi (v, —u) - ([P;yyi(Uh)]ViSi — [P;yyi(u)]y"x")dr
C
1 . . .
+ / Pl ([Pl — [P )T
C

+ /ri (1= 0o} (v, — ) - (IP] ()]s — [P} i (w],i,i)dT
C
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Using the bound (10) and applying two times Cauchy—Schwarz and Young’s inequal-
ities, we obtain for 8, > 0 and 83 > O:

1 [ .
/i y zey (Vi —ap) - ([P;’y,-(u;,)]yis,- — [P;,yi(u)]yisi)dr

e A ( i)+ 1Pl )|

0,T%

b +5 Iy ‘P ,-<vh—u)]yl-s[||§,r,-c
2
_Hyz 2 (a ') + —[P’ -(llh)]yisi> Ho,r"c
4! Q'Hy”(a;ru")
1
IS LA )HOF
+ B et a2, 22)

In a similar way, we can upper bound the third integral term of (20). Noting that:

1
i T2 pi 2 2
" 2P, i (V= W]yigilly py + Iy’ Z[P,i yi V=Wl i

1 . L1
< 20" (= vally 4+ [ = vaIDIG o+ 20y e ol = vion' I

2
S
=23 (I 2<u—vh)||or,)+2||y”o’(u Vi (23)
i=1

and using estimates (21) and (22) in (20), we obtain:

2
o
72—l g = Znu —Villf o
i=1
1S/ Bib .
+ZZ<(—+/32)IIJ/ Fol = v o+ 262! el =Vl
i=1
1 [1—6|
-1+ —+
(- 2B 283 )

L 1 . 5 U )
GOt ARIU) P PR PR CACR RS VAR U A BT )

1 —6 L
(%Jr“' B0 1y et o), — winl12 ) 24)
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We use now the estimate (18) to get:

j i 12
Iy’ 0’(vh u)n’ ||0 r = CVO v}, —u I3 o = CVO (v, —u’ ||1 o Tlw,—u' I o)

(25)
For a fixed 6 € R we choose B> and 3 large enough that:

1 |1—9 1

—_— <
2B 283 2

Choosing yp small enough in (25) and putting the estimate in (24), we establish the
first statement of the theorem.

We consider now the case & = —1 in which (24) becomes:

o

2 C2 2
D L A P S A
2 hll],Qf = 2a hll], Qi
i=1 i=1

2
1 . . L .
+§Z((—+ﬁz)lly ol —vpn'llg o+ 280yt @ = VI
i=1

(||y’2<a (u)+—[Pl LCTO) W] [ -+||yf%(a"(u">+i[P" )12 )
! yist o, rL n yi oyl +lo,ri.

1
g 1 ) (17 o ) — w1 ))-

Let be given nn > 0. Set 8 _2n ﬁz—l—i— , B3 = 1 + 1. And so we arrive at:

2 2 2
5 E |ul _u;IHLQi =< ﬁ E ”ul - V;,”]’Qi
i=1 i=1

1 l 1 . .
+§Z((— DIy el vh>nllorl+2—llr Gl

i=1
_ U
2(1 + n)

1
Hly' @l ) + — P @10l )

Iy @ i) + —,.[P;',yi @)1)15 o

L2l ot v — e )

etn = #, where C is the constant in (25) to conclude the proof of the theorem.
Yo

O
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Theorem 2.6 Suppose thatu = (u', u?) is a solution to problem (1-5) and belongs
; 1
to (H3 (@) x (H3 (@) with0 < v < Sifk=Tland0 <v < 1ifk=2(

k is the degree of the finite element method). If 0 = —1 or yy is sufficiently small, the
solution wy, to the problem (15) satisfies the following estimate:

2
. ) ) T 1
> (I = wjit g + SV a) LR @I G
i=1 (26)

+= ||y’2(a (u') + —[Pl L)} ) < Ch”z"Z i,
i=1

where C is a constant independent of u and h.

Proof To _establish (26) we need to bound the right terms in estimate (19). We choose
v, = Z,u’ where 7; stands for the Lagrange interpolation operator mapping onto V.

The estimation of the Lagrange interpolation error in the H'-norm on a domain is
classical (see, e.g. [3,9] and [10])

o' — Zhu'||, o < Ch2t||ul [ERp 27
for—% <v§k—%.
Let E in Fic be an edge of triangle K € T/, we have:
U S L. 1 .
ly" @' = Zyu)llo.p < Ch2 0 [,k
A summation on all the edges E, with the trace theorem yields:
N R
Iy 2@ —Zuh, ri = Ch3 |’ livri = Chit |l 30 (28)
From Appendix A of [8] (see also [12]), we get the following estimate:
L
ly"?o (@' — ZuHn'|,, ri, = Chi* ||l I3 40 0 (29)
By inserting (27), (28) and (29) onto (19) we get (26). O

3 Numerical experiments

In this section, we test the Nitsche unbiased method (15) for two/three-dimensional
contact between two elastic bodies ' and Q. The first body is a disk/sphere and
the second is a rectangle/rectangular cuboid. This situation is not strictly a Hertz type
contact problem because Q2 is bounded.

The tests are performed with P and P, Lagrange finite elements. The finite element
library Getfem++ is used. The discrete contact problem is solved by using a generalized
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Newton method. Further details on generalized Newton’s method applied to contact
problems can be found for instance in [25] and the references therein. The accuracy of
the method is discussed for the different cases with respect to the finite element used,
the mesh size, and the value of the parameters 6 and ypy. We perform experiments with
a frictionless contact to compare the results of the formulation with other ones using
Nitsche’s method (given mainly in [8,11]). Moreover, we present the convergence
curves for frictional contact in Figs. 11 and 12.

The numerical tests in two dimensions (resp. three dimensions) are performed on a
domain  =]—0.5, 0.5[2 (resp. 2 =] —0.5, 0.5[3) containing the two bodies Q! and
Q2. The first body is a disk of radius 0.25 and center (0,0) (resp. a sphere of radius 0.25
and center (0,0,0)), and the second is a rectangle ] — 0.5, 0.5[x] — 0.5, —0.25][ (resp.
Q% =1-0.5,0.5[2x]—0.5, 0.25[). The contact surface FIC is the lower semicircle and
F% is the top surface of Q*(e.TL={xecdQx» <0}and % = {x € Q% x» =
—0.25} (resp. T} = {x € 3Q1;x3 < 0} and I'Z = {x € 3Q% x3 = —0.25})). A
Dirichlet condition is prescribed at the bottom of the rectangle (resp. cuboid). Since
no Dirichlet condition is applied on Q! the problem is only semi-coercive. To overcome
the non-definiteness coming from the free rigid motions, the horizontal displacement
is prescribed to be zero on the two points of coordinates (0,0) and (0,0.1) (resp.
(0,0,0) and (0,0,0.1)) which blocks the horizontal translation and the rigid rotation.
The projector IT! is defined from FIC to F% in the vertical direction. All remaining
parts of the boundaries are considered traction free. For simplicity, we consider a
dimensionless configuration with Lamé coefficients A = 1 and © = 1 and a volume
density of vertical force f, = —0.25.

The expression of the exact solution being unknown, the convergence is studied
with respect to a reference solution computed with a P, element on a very fine mesh
for 6 = —1 (see Figs. 2 and 3).

To show the quality of the approximation method we plot in Fig. 4 the contact stress
profile on the second boundary and we compare it to Hertz’s solution. The diagrams
in Fig. 4 correspond to the pressure profiles for the reference fine mesh with quadratic
elements. The vertical green arrows correspond to values of the contact pressure field
at quadrature points. The blue solid line represents the analytically calculated Hertz’s
pressure profile. The left diagram correspond to the bidimensional case and the right
one is the obtained pressure at quadrature points of the elements crossing the plan
y = 0 in the three dimensional case.

3.1 Convergence in the two dimensional frictionless case

We perform a numerical convergence study on the three methods 6 = 1, 6 = 0 and
0 = —1 for a fixed parameter yy = 1(1)—0 (chosen small in order to obtain convergence
for the three cases) and friction coefficients s' = s2 = 0. In each case we plot the
relative error in percentage in the H'-norm of the displacement in the two bodies and
the error of the L? norm of the Nitsche’s contact condition on Flc and F%. The error
of the Nitsche’s contact condition is equal to:
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Fig. 2 2D Numerical reference solution with contour plot of Von Mises stress. 7 = 1/400, yg = 1/100
and P, elements

0.2~
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0~
-0.1~

N -0.2~

-0.3~

0.4
y 06 08 05 X

Fig. 3 Cross-section of 3D numerical reference solution with contour plot of Von Mises stress. h =
1/50, y9 = 1/100 and P, elements

Lo i i
' (oniep) + 5Py @1 )lo.ri

hi y is the reference solution on °.

, where u;,

1 . .
ly 2o iy o,
On Figs. 5, 6 and 7 the curves of relative error in percentage for Lagrange P; finite
elements are plotted. The convergence rate in a H ' -norm is about 1 for the three values
of 0 which is in this case optimal, according to Theorem 2.6. On Figs. 8, 9 and 10 the
same experiments are reported for Lagrange P, finite elements. The convergence rate
for the three cases is about 1.5 which corresponds to optimality as well.
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Fig. 4 Contact pressure profile for the 2D and 3D cases (Hertz solution in blue solid line and computed
solution in vertical green lines). a 2D, b 3D (for y = 0) (color figure online)
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Fig. 5 Convergence curves in 2D for the method & = 1, with Yy = 1/100 and P; finite elements for the
relative H!-norm of the error (a) and the relative LZ(FC)—norm of the error (b)
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Fig. 6 Convergence curves in 2D for the method 6 = 0, with Y9 = 1/100 and Pj finite elements for the
relative H!-norm of the error (a) and the relative L2(I‘C)—norm of the error (b)
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Fig. 7 Convergence curves in 2D for the method 6 = —1, with y9 = 1/100 and P finite elements for the
relative H!-norm of the error (a) and the relative LZ(FC)-norm of the error (b)
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Fig. 8 Convergence curves in 2D for the method 6 = 1, with Y9 = 1/100 and P; finite elements for the
relative H!-norm of the error (a) and the relative L2(FC)—norm of the error (b)
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Fig. 10 Convergence curves in 2D for the method 6 = —1, with 3 = 1/100 and P finite elements for

the relative H!-norm of the error (a) and the relative LZ(FC)-norm of the error (b)
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Fig. 11 Convergence curves in 2D frictional case for the method 6 = —1, with 9 = 1/100 with P; finite
elements for the relative H!-norm of the error (a) for the LZ(FC)—norm of the error (b)

3.2 Convergence in 2D frictional contact case

We establish, as well, the convergence curves for a frictional contact (Tresca friction)
with a friction coefficient s' = 0.1 with the method & = —1, for a Nitsche’s parameter
Yo = 1%' The frictional contact curves are presented for Py and P, Lagrange elements
in Figs. 11 and 12. Similar curves are obtained with other values of 6. We mention here
that this numerical validation is the first one for Nitsche’s method with frictional con-
tact since in [5] no numerical study was performed. This validation confirms optimal
convergence with a convergence rate close to the frictionless case.

3.3 Convergence in the three dimensional case
The three-dimensional tests are similar to the two-dimensional ones. The error curves

with & = —1 and P; Lagrange elements are presented in Fig. 13. Very similar con-
clusions can be drawn compared with the two-dimensional case.
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Fig. 12 Convergence curves in 2D frictional case for the method 6 = —1, with yy = 1/100 with P finite
elements for the relative H!-norm of the error (a) for the Lz(l"c)-norm of the error (b)
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Fig. 13 Convergence curves in 3D for the method 6 = —1, with yg = 1/100 for the relative H L_norm of

the error with P; finite elements (a) and P, finite elements (b)

As expected the optimal convergence is obtained in H'! and L?(I'¢)-norm for all
methods in good accordance with Theorem 2.6.

3.4 Comparison with other methods

To better compare the proposed method with other ones we present in the following
the convergence curves of our test case with the convergence curves of the biased
Nitsche’s formulation and the augmented Lagrangian method [8, 16], see Figs. 14 and
15.

The curves are exactly the same for P elements and very similar for P, ones and
the convergence rate of the unbiased Nitsche’s method is equal to other formulations’
rate. We note that, for different values of 6 the convergence is obtained for Nitsche’s
method (biased and unbiased) and the augmented Lagrangian method generally with
a close number of iterations of the Newton algorithm.
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of contact
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Fig.15 Comparison of convergence curves in 2D frictionless case for the method 6 = —1, with yg = 1/100

and P, finite elements for the relative H !_norm of the erroron Q! (a)and on Q2 (b) for different formulations
of contact

3.5 Influence of the Nitsche parameter

The influence of yo on the H'-norm of the error for P, elements is plotted in Fig.
16 in the frictionless case and on Fig. 17 with a friction coefficient s' = 0.1. It is
remarkable that the error curves for the smallest value of yq are rather the same for
the three values of 6.
The variant & = 1 is the most influenced by the value of yy. It converges only for yy
very small (< 10~1). The method for & = 0 gives a much large window of choice
of yp though it has to remain small to keep a good solution. In agreement with the
theoretical result of Theorem 2.6, the influence of y on the method 6 = —1 is limited.
So the choice of yp depends on the considered version. We can always choose
¢ = —1 to insure the stability and convergence independently on yg. In this case
we loose symmetry and we need to introduce o (v) into the weak formulation. The
version 6 = 1 allows to keep symmetry, however it requires that y be rather small. The
version 6§ = 0 can be seen as good compromise since it is the simplest and it remains
stable and converges optimally even for moderate values of yy. A strategy to guarantee
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Fig. 16 Influence of y on the H ! -norm error for different values of 6 in the 2D frictionless case and with
P finite elements on Q! (a) and on Q2 (b)
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Fig. 17 Influence of yy on the H L_norm error for different values of 6 in the 2D frictional case and with
P, finite elements on Q! (a) and on Q2 (b)

the coercivity of the problem and then an optimal convergence is of course to consider
a sufficiently small yp. However, the price to pay is an ill-conditioned discrete problem.
The study presented in [25] shows that Newton’s method has important difficulties to
converge when yy is very small because the nonlinear discrete system (15) becomes
very stiff in this case.

Conclusion

A theoretical and numerical study of Nitsche’s method was carried out for the Signorini
problem in [6,8]. These analysis prove the performance of this type of formulation for
contact between an elastic body and a rigid support. In this work we adapt Nitsche’s
method to the two elastic bodies contact problem and we proposed an unbiased method
that could be directly applicable to multi-body contact and self-contact. The method
was analysed and we proved its consistency, well-posedness and optimal convergence.
For the numerical study, the accuracy of the method was discussed for the Hertz prob-
lem with different types of finite elements, for variations of the mesh size and the value
of the parameters 6 and yy. Frictionless and frictional situations have been considered,
as well as two- and three-dimensional cases. The theoretical results are, generally, con-
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firmed by numerical tests, especially the optimal convergence and the influence of the
parameter )y. Since the analysis in the small strain case are promising, forthcoming
studies will be for the non-linear materials in the large deformation framework. In this
case, our goal is to provide a construction of the method similar to the linear case and
the corresponding numerical study.

As well, other solvers than semi-smooth Newton could be considered for improved
computational efficiency. For instance highly efficient multigrid methods have been
designed for mortar-type discretizations of contact problems in [29]. The adaptation
of multigrid techniques to Nitsche’s discretization of contact is still an open issue and
could be considered as a perspective (see [12] for multigrid with Nitsche for interface
problems).
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Appendix
A Strong-weak formulation equivalence

Letu = (u',u?) be a sufficiently regular solution to the problem (13). Using the
definitions of Ay, P)’/i (u) and Plyl- (V), we obtain:

1 1
a(u,v) — 5 /Fl 0y'lol ol (vhdr — 5 /rz 0y202 ()02 (v?)dl
C C

—l/ Oya(u) a(v)dF
Fl

C
1 1
——/ 0y%e? () - a2 (v?)dl + E/Fl 7[[[u]],11 — gl —ylolhl,
C
) +v onl—eylol(vl))dr

—[[[u]]n — 82 — Y20} A1 (w2 + v} o TI? — 0y %62 (v2)dT

r2
C

/ ;[[[u]]t1 — yla}(ul)]y1s1 (v} =vZorl! —gylel(vh))dr

q.—

NI*—‘ l\JI'—‘ Nl

%[[[uﬂ —y oz(uz)]yzsz . (v,2 —v o> — 0y oz(vz))dl“ = L(v).

QI\)
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Using Green’s formula we can write

a(u,v) = —/ldival(ul) vidQ — fzdivaz(u2)~v2d9
Q Q

—i—/ al(ul)nl 'vldF—i—/ az(uz)nz-vzdl‘.
aq! 092

If we take v = (Vl, 0) with vl = 0 on 9!, we obtain:

/dival(ul)-vld§2=/ £l vidowy!,
Ql Ql

which yields (1a) for i = 1. In the same way we establish (1a) for i = 2.

To establish (2), (3), (4) and (5), we consider a displacement field v that vanishes on
the boundary except on the contact surfaces where v = (v!, v?). Then (13) and (1a)

gives

/1"1 Unl(ul)vrlldl" +/1 ()'tl(ul) .vtldF

C 1—‘C

+/2 o2 (u?)v2dr + /2 o2(u?) - v2dl
r

I‘C C
1 1
—5/ 0y'o) o, (vh)dr — —f 0y*ol(w?)ol(v?)dl
re 2Jr2
1
_Efl oylal @'y o} (vhdr
l-‘C
1 1
) /2 97/20[2(112) .atz(vz)dr + — /1 —1[[[1/!]],1, — g,i
C C V
—ylolhl ! +v2 o —0ylal (vh)dr
+§/F% ﬁ[[[u]]n — &n

—y202 )]

(W2 + v} o 1> — 0y %02 (v?))dl
1
2

C

1
2

We need to discuss two cases: 8 # 0 and 6 = 0.

1
+—/1 F[[[u]]tl — yla}(ul)]yls1 (v} =vZorl' —gylel(vh))dr
r

1
2 /2 ﬁ[[[u]]f —y?oi )]0 - (V) =) o I = 0y?a7(v)))dl = 0.
FC

(30)
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Case 10 # 0: In (30), let us consider v = (v!, v2) such that:

vl = 0and or,l(vl) =0, anl(vl) #0 on F(lj and
(31)
vZ=0and 62(v*)n2 =0 on F%,
S0,
0 e
. /r' ([[[u]]; g —ylol@hl, + yla,}(ul))o,} (vHdl =0 Vv satisfying (31).
C
Then:

1
on () = = Z5lluly — g = ¥'oy (@Hls
which implies (2). Arguing in the same way we obtain (3) and the friction conditions
.

Remark A.1 We can show that v satisfying (31) can be built by considering s(x) the
curvilinear coordinate system on the boundary I'c and d(x) the signed distance to
I'c. Then, for g a given vector field of RY, u(x) = B_l(s(x))g(s(x))d (x) satisfies
u(x) = 0and o (u)n = gonI'c, with B;; = A;jynin ;, A being the elasticity tensor.

To obtain the second Newton law, we use Nitsche’s writing of (2) and (3) in (30)

with: v, =0 and 0, = 0 and v? = —v) o [1%:

/1 olyvldr — /2 o2l o M2dr =0 Vo,
r

I‘C C

Then:

/Fl o)) — Jlo2@? o THpldr =0 Vo,
C

For v} = v2 = 0 and v? = v/ o T1? and using (4) in (30), we have similary

/1“1 [all(ul) + Jlalz(u2 o 1'[1)] . thdF =0 Vv,l,
C

and we have (5).

Case2 0 = 0: Let us take v! = v> = 0 and v2> = —v) o I1%, v! = —v2 o 1!, then
(30) reads:

/1 o)) — ol o IHldr =0 wol.
r

n
C
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Let us take, now v} = v2 = 0and v? = v} o 12, v} = v? o TT!, then (30) reads:
/1 [a}(ul) + 11(7,2(u2 o I"Il)] ~vt1dF =0 VV,I,
FC

and we have (5).
Let v2 =0 on 1'%. Taking vl1 = 0, we get:

1
/Fl [on @b + 57l =80 = v'on @bl

C

1
+J473mﬂgon1—ggon1—ycﬂalon)hlvdr—ovU
v
Then:
1,01 Ird 1 1 1 1.1 J! 1 1 2 2,2 1
Oy (ll ) = _E[F[[[u]]n — 8~V Oy (ll )]+ + W[Hu]]n — 8~V Oy (ll oll )]+]
Since J! > 0, O'nl (u!) < 0 and so we obtain (2b). The second Newton law (5) yields:

Ir1
o, (u') = —E[F[([[u]]i —g) — o, )]++[ ([[u]]n — g0 —oywhly] 32)

We discuss both cases:
Ifo) (') =0:

11 J!
E(F + p)[[[“ﬂrll - grll]+ = 0 then [[u]]rll = g’ll'

Ifo) (') <0:

%([[u]],ll — g,i) - anl uh) >0 or 2(([[u]]1 -0, ")) >0  orboth.

1. If we suppose first that: 1([[u]]n g —aol@') > 0and 2([[u]]n 39

n

¢m5>amﬁm@nmm.
Loty _ Lo b J_l | S O A 1_ 1
o,(u) = 2[()/1 + yz)([[u]]n g,) —20, ()] then [u], = g,-
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2. Ifnow there only holds — ([[u]]n—gn) o, Tl > Oand ([[u]]n gn) o, T =
V

0, we can write (32):
o, (u') = —i([[u}]1 — g+ 2o )
n 2]/1 n n 2 n °
1
Soo!m') = —;([[u]],i —gh.

Then, since o, (u') < 0: [u]} > gl. But in this case,

Jl
ﬁ([[u]]i — gy —o, ") >0,

and this contradicts the assumption ([[u]]1 -0, "u!) = 0. So, this case is

J!
absurd. In a similar way we get contradiction for the case — ([«] ,11 - g,i ) —anl ) >
14

0.

To conclude, we establish that: if o) (u') = 0, [u]} < g} and if 0! (') < 0, [u]} =

g,i; and this is equivalent to (2a) and (2c).
We suppose, now, that v,i = 0and v> = 0. We get:

1 J!
/Flc [a,l(ul) + 2—)/1[[[11]]} —ylol @], — m[[[u]},2 oIl

%20 Hl)]yzsz] -vldr = owv!.

Then, using the property: Yy > 0, [x],; = y[f]x, it yields:
Y

o)+ [[[yi— olh] | - ;[ﬂuﬂi—inl—aﬁuzonl)]szzo

We use the Newton law (5) and the condition (6) to obtain:

PRI [ﬂu]], ol )] [Jlﬂu]]t _otl(ul)]sl -0 (33)
1 1
[[J‘:ﬂf —al(u1)|| < s!and ||11”‘V‘# -/ <s"
[[u]], (— v )_ 0; so [[“H; = 0. In this case we obtain: o, Tl = [0 (111)]

and so: ||a L) < st
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[ul; [ul;
o @)l =s"and |5 — ol @D = 5"
Y Y
1 1
o Bl —slwhy o Bl
oi )+ HZHI +5 ulyl]], =0. (34
15 — o/ ub)| (MAEss

1yl
—o,(u
ol

The Eq. (34) shows that ¢} (u') and [u] are collinear.

1 1
b ol sl
1 = 1 )
12—ty 1 BE - ol
So: {or
1 1
ML olh YLD
LT =l ),
u u
1 —olany g B - ol
and we obtain, from (34):
) 4,
1-—o; ()
orh = st = =il — e @,
IITf—Gr(UI)H

and this is equivalent to (4).

or
al(ul) = 0 which is impossible in ().
1
3. If now ||[[ I —ol@") <s'and ||J1[[;/l—]]2’ —ol@h) = s
[u H sl Jl[[u—]]’l—o'll(lll)
a(u)+2( o)+ M =0,
v! 17155 — ol ul)|

1/l 1
.. ol (u! Gz(u )'[[u]]t
Projecting on —2 and setting a = [|o; (u b= —=-———,
jecting on 72 1)” ga=|o;@hl; o hh)|
1
|b—a|<s1and|bll%—a|zs1
we get: and
1
(b+a)+es! =0; where e = sign(bJI% —a) =
Lete = +1;s0,a = —b — s! and we obtain:

b—a=2b+s'and |b—a| <!
and

1 1 1
bjl% —a= (11% + Db +s! ande1% —a>s.

+1.
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—sl<b<0
So: and which is absurd.
1
(J! % +1b=>0
Lete = —1;s0a = —b + s! and we obtain:

b—a=2b—s'and |b—a| < s!
and

—a—(JlV + )b — ! ande‘V —a<-—s!,

Y

0<b<s!
., which is absurd.
J”’—l—l—l)b<0
4. 1f||[[“ﬂf ol > s! and||J1[["]]’ ol < s

Jla HUDE [[u]]t

We argue in the same way putting a = ||o; ‘ah ;b ;
y2llof @b

Thus, we establish the friction condition (4) fori = 1. In the same way, when supposing
I'= 0, we get (2a)—(2b)—(2c) and (4) for i = 2.
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