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1 Introduction

It has been shown that the physics near a black hole horizon is closely related to quantum
chaos [1]. In particular, the process of a particle falling into an asymptotically anti-de Sitter
(AdS) black hole corresponds to scrambling of the thermofield double state in the dual field
theory [2, 3]. However the dual interpretation of the trajectory of a particle inside the black
hole is much less understood.

To shed light on this issue, we study a charged perturbation of the state dual to a
(four-dimensional) charged black hole. We model the bulk perturbation by a spherical,
massless charged shell. As we will review, all such shells bounce at a certain radius, so a
shell that is sent in from the left asymptotic region ends on the left side of the Penrose
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tb

Figure 1. A charged shell sent in from the left at time twL can bounce in the interior close to the
event horizon. An observer on the right can meet the shell only if they fall in before time tb.

diagram. By choosing the energy and charge of the shell appropriately, we can arrange for
the shell to bounce inside the black hole, but close to the event horizon (see figure 1).

We first calculate a scrambling time for the charged perturbation by generalizing the
original calculation of scrambling for a neutral perturbation of a neutral black hole [2, 3].
This was extended to a neutral perturbation of a charged black hole in [4], and we further
extend it to a charged perturbation of a charged black hole.1 We find that the scrambling
time appears to increase with the addition of charge. This calculation does not probe the
shell inside the black hole, and hence seems independent of the bounce. However, we then
point out a surprising coincidence. Let twL be the time the charged shell is sent in from the
left. Since the shell bounces inside the horizon, there is a maximum time tb at which an
observer on the right can fall in and still meet the shell (see figure 1). We show that, away
from extremality, the difference in scrambling times between a charged and neutral shell
with the same energy is just2 −twL − tb (up to an order one multiple of the thermal time).

We then give two arguments which depend on the physics inside the horizon that
indicate that, from one point of view, the actual scrambling time does not increase with
charge. Instead, the effect of the charge is to delay the start of scrambling. The first
is motivated by considering quantum circuits. It has been argued that the geometry on
particular spacelike surfaces in the bulk reflects the minimal tensor network required to
prepare the state [6]. Since these surfaces extend inside the black hole, one can model
evolution inside it in terms of a unitary quantum circuit. A description of black hole
scrambling has been developed using these quantum circuits [7, 8].

Let us now consider two perturbations (one sent in from the left and one from the right)
that meet inside the black hole. It was proposed in [9] that one can compare the scrambling
times of these two perturbations by computing the four-volume of the post-collision region,
and seeing how it varies as one changes the time at which one perturbation is introduced.
We construct the solution with two null shells, one charged and one neutral, and compute
the volume of the post-collision region. The result does not behave as expected if the two

1This was previously studied in [5] in three dimensions, even though the presence of the bounce was
not considered.

2We define t so that it increases to the future on both asymptotic boundaries. So in figure 1, twL < 0.
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scrambling times are different. Instead, it behaves exactly as predicted if the scrambling
times are the same, but the onset of scrambling for the charged perturbation is delayed.

Our second argument for the delay comes from a calculation in a two-dimensional
black hole. A massless charged particle bounces inside the black hole just like in higher
dimensions. We compute an out-of-time-order four-point correlator (OTOC) with two
charged and two neutral operators. With one choice of times for the operator insertions we
obtain an “exterior OTOC” which depends only on the perturbation outside the black hole.
This is similar to the OTOC that was studied in the seminal work [2]. With a different
choice of times, we obtain an “interior OTOC” which is sensitive to the perturbation inside
the horizon. We find that the interior OTOC only starts to decay after a certain delay.

When the operators are all neutral, a certain derivative of this OTOC was shown to
reproduce the momentum of a bulk particle (in a particular frame) [10]. We show that with
two charged operators, the same derivative of the interior OTOC vanishes at the time when
the charged particle bounces. Independent of scrambling, it is interesting that the interior
OTOC provides a boundary observable that detects the bounce of a charged particle inside
the black hole.

2 Bouncing trajectories

In this section, we first review the motion of charged null shells falling into a charged black
hole. We will see that they always bounce, and with appropriately chosen charge, the
bounce will occur inside the black hole, but close to the event horizon. We then compute a
scrambling time for the dual charged perturbation of the black hole state, by generalizing
the work of [2, 4, 5]. We will see that the scrambling time computed this way is longer for
a charged shell than a neutral shell with the same energy.

2.1 Geometry and trajectories of charged shells

We start with the four-dimensional asymptotically AdS Reissner-Nordstrom spacetime

ds2 = −f(r)dt2 + f(r)−1dr2 + r2dΩ2 , (2.1)

with
f(r) = r2

l2
+ 1− 2M

r
+ Q2

r2 , (2.2)

whereM is the mass of the black hole and Q is its charge. The horizons of the black hole are
given by f(r±) = 0. It will also be convenient to use Kruskal coordinates defined through

UV = −e4πr∗/β , (2.3)

U

V
= −e−4πt/β , (2.4)

with the tortoise coordinate r∗ defined as

r∗(r) = −
∫ ∞
r

dr′

f(r′) , (2.5)

so that r∗ = 0 at the boundary.
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(b)

Figure 2. (a) Null energy condition is violated beyond rb. (b) Correct trajectory of a charged shell.

We now add a massless charged shell with energy E and charge q. The resulting
solution is given by a black hole geometry with mass M and charge Q inside the shell, glued
to a black hole with mass M + E and charge Q+ q outside the shell. The surface between
the two regions is the trajectory of the shell. Therefore, the geometry inside the shell and
outside will have a metric given by (2.1) with different choices of f(r), which we will denote
by fi(r) and fo(r), respectively.

One may consider the gluing using the null junction formalism [11], where one specifies
the null surface and calculates the stress tensor of the shell. In particular, the conditions
require that the degenerate induced metric on the null surface must be continuous and the
surface stress tensor is related to the discontinuity in the derivatives of the metric. The
naive choice for a surface representing an in-going shell sent from the left boundary is to
use a constant U surface, i.e. the same surface that represents the trajectory of a neutral
shell in [2, 4]. One finds the surface stress tensor for this shell to be of the form

Sαβ = ρ(r)kαkβ , (2.6)

with
ρ(r) = fi(r)− fo(r)

8πr , (2.7)

and kα is the tangent vector along the shockwave. This stress tensor vanishes at the radius

rb = q(2Q+ q)
2E , (2.8)

where fi(rb) = fo(rb). If one extends the trajectory to smaller radii, one finds ρ(r) < 0 so
the stress energy tensor would violate the null energy condition (Tµν`µ`ν ≥ 0 for all null `).
This problem was addressed in [12, 13] where it was shown that the correct evolution of the
matter past rb is that the in-going particles reflect and become out-going particles. Thus,
at rb the charged shell will cease to follow the U constant trajectory and start following a
constant V surface (see figure 2).

A good way to understand this bounce is to think of the massless shell as the limit of a
massive shell. As we show in appendix A, a massive charged shell always bounces since it is
attracted to the oppositely charged singularity. As the mass of the shell goes to zero, the
bounce becomes sharper and sharper, leading to the reflection seen in the massless case.

– 4 –



J
H
E
P
1
1
(
2
0
2
2
)
0
2
5

Another way to derive the location of the bounce is to use the DTR conditions [14–16]
for matching across two colliding null shells. In the limit when the second shell disappears,
i.e., its energy goes to zero, the condition reduces to fi(rb) = fo(rb).

In the limit where the shell is a small perturbation with q � Q, the turning point
simplifies to rb ≈ qQ/E. In this case, the turning point only exists when the charge of
the black hole Q and the charge of the shell q are of the same sign, as one might expect.
At energy E = qQ/r+, the shell bounces exactly at the event horizon. In fact, this is the
energy that leads to a vanishing variation of entropy from the first law

TdS = dM − ΦdQ = E − qQ

r+
. (2.9)

This also shows that shells that bounce inside the black hole always lead to ∆S > 0 in
agreement with the second law, and shells bounce outside if and only if the parameters of
the shell are such that they would lead to ∆S < 0 if the shell were to enter the black hole.3

If the charge on the shell is large enough so that the bounce occurs outside the horizon,
then a field theory description of the black hole interacting with a massless, charged scalar
field typically exhibits instabilities. This is because ω < qQ/r+ is the condition for charged
superradiance, so the black hole develops scalar hair [17]. In this paper we will focus on the
case of bouncing inside the horizon as shown in figure 2(b). The scrambling effects we are
interested in will be large when the bounce occurs close to the event horizon, i.e., rb > r−
and r+ − rb � r+.

2.2 Butterfly effect with charge

In the previous section, we obtained the geometry of general massless charged shells. We
will now restrict to the case of a small perturbation, where E � M and q � Q. If we
simply take the limit E, q → 0, the backreaction on the geometry by the shell vanishes and
the equation of motion of the shell reduces to the equation for a collection of test particles.
However, if one simultaneously takes the limit that the time, twL, at which the perturbation
is made is asymptotically early, then there will still be a nontrivial backreaction effect on
the geometry. This implies an effect on the thermofield double state at t = 0, which can be
detected by looking at the change in mutual information or an appropriate OTOC which
are related to spacelike probes that anchor to each boundary at t = 0. This leads to the
butterfly effect originally obtained in [2, 4] and we will consider how the presence of charge
modifies those results.

In appendix B, we give the (by now standard) calculation showing that in the limit
βi/δβ � −twL/βi � 1 the main effect of the backreaction of the shell is a shift of the
Kruskal V coordinate:

Vo ≈ Vi + α (2.10)

with
α = eCe−2πtwL/β δr+

r+ − r−
, (2.11)

3This sharp statement is only true for massless shells. For massive shells, it is possible for shells to have
parameters that would lead to ∆S > 0 but still bounce outside the horizon.
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where C is an order one constant. As mentioned in the previous section, a shell that enters
the black hole increases its entropy, hence δr+ > 0 and the shift α is positive.

Notice that no matter how small δr+/r+ is, we can make α ∼ 1 by taking twL far in
the past, so spacelike probes at t = 0 that cross the shell will experience significant changes
and signify a large change in the state at t = 0 in the presence of a small perturbation.
This is the hallmark of chaos.

We first examine the bounce to see whether it can affect spacelike probes that intersect
the shell. The analysis in appendix B shows that for a bounce near the horizon, we have (B.4):

V b
i = −

(
rb − r+
δr+

)
α . (2.12)

Finding δr+ through the first law of thermodynamics:

δr+ = β

2πr+

(
E − qQ

r+

)
(2.13)

and using (2.8) for the bounce (in the limit q � Q), we find

V b
i =

2πr2
+α

Eβ
. (2.14)

When backreaction is relevant, i.e. α ∼ 1, we always have |V b
i | � 1 since r+/E � 1 for weak

perturbations. The Wheeler-DeWitt patch at t = 0 is bounded by the null hypersufaces
Vo = −1, Uo = 1 near the left boundary and Vi = 1, Ui = −1 near the right boundary.
Following the hypersurfaces Vo = −1, Uo = 1 across the shell and writing them in terms
of Vi, Ui, one obtains a shift that is at most O(1). Therefore, shells that have strong
backreaction never bounce inside this region and, consequently, spacelike probes at t = 0
will not reach the turning point of such shells.

In the limit we are working in, the difference between the effects of charged and
uncharged shells lies only in δr+ in the expression of α. In the case of uncharged shells
δr+ ∝ E, whereas δr+ ∝ E − qQ/r+ for charged shells. Rather than focus on the effect of
the perturbation on the state at t = 0, we can use the boost symmetry to rephrase the result
in terms of the state at any time tf on the left (and −tf on the right). The only change is
that −twL in the exponent in (2.11) is replaced by tf − twL. Now consider the following
two processes. At time twL, we can either throw in a shell with energy E and charge q
(qQ > 0), or we can throw in a neutral shell with energy E. Let tf be the time at which
the shell will induce significant backreaction (α ∼ 1) on the geometry. Then (2.11) implies

t
(E,q)
f − t(E,0)

f = β

2π log E

E −Qq/r+
(2.15)

i.e., compared with a neutral shell carrying the same energy, the charged shell takes a longer
time to induce the same amount of backreaction to the geometry. This suggests that the
scrambling time of charged perturbations is longer. Even though the above calculation is
independent of the bounce, notice that the difference (2.15) becomes large when the shell
bounces close to the horizon since E −Qq/r+ approaches zero.
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Figure 3. An observer on the right can meet the charged shell only if they fall in before time tb.

It should be noted that this difference in scrambling times is the same as one would
have with two neutral shells if one had energy E1 = E − µq for some q (where µ = Q/r+),
and the other had energy E2 = E. So from the standpoint of this section, the effect of
adding charge is indistinguishable from decreasing the energy. In particular, the bounce
is clearly playing no role. In section 3 and section 4 we will discuss effects for which the
bounce does play a role.

2.3 Coincidence

In the regime where the above time difference is much larger than the thermal time β, there
is an interesting coincidence. Consider a shell sent from the left boundary at time twL.
Since we have chosen t to increase to the future on both boundaries, the corresponding time
on the right under analytic continuation is −twL. A natural way to detect the bouncing of
the shell is to note that there is a latest time on the right, tb, for an observer to fall in and
still meet the shell. If the observer falls in any later, the shell bounces and the two never
intersect (see figure 3). From (2.14) one finds the time difference td ≡ −twL − tb to be

td = −twL − tb = β

2π

[
log

(
E

E − qQ/r+
· r+ − r−

r+

)
− C

]
. (2.16)

Note that this time difference is a boost invariant quantity. Moreover, recall that C
is an O(1) constant defined in appendix B that depends only on the geometry. Therefore,
away from extremality, the difference in scrambling times t(E,q)f − t(E,0)

f agrees with td up to
terms of order the thermal time. As we will argue in the next section, one can interpret td
as the amount of scrambling delay.

3 Scrambling delay from interior bounces

In this section we use a proposed connection between physics inside a black hole and
properties of a quantum circuit to shed light on the difference between scrambling of neutral
and charged perturbations. We will find evidence that rather than charged perturbations
taking a longer time to scramble (as indicated in the previous section), the effect of adding
charge is to delay the start of scrambling.
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B
<latexit sha1_base64="iGX6Bx3v61qkwqOtn8OAMxBuSuo=">AAACDXicbZDNSsNAFIUn9a/Wv6pLN4NFcFUSEXRZdOOygv2BNpTJ9KYdOpmEmRuxhD6D4FZfw5249Rl8Cx/BaZuFbb0w8HHOvXDmBIkUBl332ymsrW9sbhW3Szu7e/sH5cOjpolTzaHBYxnrdsAMSKGggQIltBMNLAoktILR7dRvPYI2IlYPOE7Aj9hAiVBwhlZqdxGeMLuZ9MoVt+rOhq6Cl0OF5FPvlX+6/ZinESjkkhnT8dwE/YxpFFzCpNRNDSSMj9gAOhYVi8D42SzvhJ5ZpU/DWNunkM7UvxcZi4wZR4HdjBgOzbI3Ff/1kuHYCG6sl9NiDgyv/UyoJEVQfB4jTCXFmE6roX2hgaMcW2BcC/sTyodMM462wJKtyFsuZBWaF1XPrXr3l5XaZV5WkZyQU3JOPHJFauSO1EmDcCLJC3klb86z8+58OJ/z1YKT3xyThXG+fgEG/JyN</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="iGX6Bx3v61qkwqOtn8OAMxBuSuo=">AAACDXicbZDNSsNAFIUn9a/Wv6pLN4NFcFUSEXRZdOOygv2BNpTJ9KYdOpmEmRuxhD6D4FZfw5249Rl8Cx/BaZuFbb0w8HHOvXDmBIkUBl332ymsrW9sbhW3Szu7e/sH5cOjpolTzaHBYxnrdsAMSKGggQIltBMNLAoktILR7dRvPYI2IlYPOE7Aj9hAiVBwhlZqdxGeMLuZ9MoVt+rOhq6Cl0OF5FPvlX+6/ZinESjkkhnT8dwE/YxpFFzCpNRNDSSMj9gAOhYVi8D42SzvhJ5ZpU/DWNunkM7UvxcZi4wZR4HdjBgOzbI3Ff/1kuHYCG6sl9NiDgyv/UyoJEVQfB4jTCXFmE6roX2hgaMcW2BcC/sTyodMM462wJKtyFsuZBWaF1XPrXr3l5XaZV5WkZyQU3JOPHJFauSO1EmDcCLJC3klb86z8+58OJ/z1YKT3xyThXG+fgEG/JyN</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="iGX6Bx3v61qkwqOtn8OAMxBuSuo=">AAACDXicbZDNSsNAFIUn9a/Wv6pLN4NFcFUSEXRZdOOygv2BNpTJ9KYdOpmEmRuxhD6D4FZfw5249Rl8Cx/BaZuFbb0w8HHOvXDmBIkUBl332ymsrW9sbhW3Szu7e/sH5cOjpolTzaHBYxnrdsAMSKGggQIltBMNLAoktILR7dRvPYI2IlYPOE7Aj9hAiVBwhlZqdxGeMLuZ9MoVt+rOhq6Cl0OF5FPvlX+6/ZinESjkkhnT8dwE/YxpFFzCpNRNDSSMj9gAOhYVi8D42SzvhJ5ZpU/DWNunkM7UvxcZi4wZR4HdjBgOzbI3Ff/1kuHYCG6sl9NiDgyv/UyoJEVQfB4jTCXFmE6roX2hgaMcW2BcC/sTyodMM462wJKtyFsuZBWaF1XPrXr3l5XaZV5WkZyQU3JOPHJFauSO1EmDcCLJC3klb86z8+58OJ/z1YKT3xyThXG+fgEG/JyN</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="iGX6Bx3v61qkwqOtn8OAMxBuSuo=">AAACDXicbZDNSsNAFIUn9a/Wv6pLN4NFcFUSEXRZdOOygv2BNpTJ9KYdOpmEmRuxhD6D4FZfw5249Rl8Cx/BaZuFbb0w8HHOvXDmBIkUBl332ymsrW9sbhW3Szu7e/sH5cOjpolTzaHBYxnrdsAMSKGggQIltBMNLAoktILR7dRvPYI2IlYPOE7Aj9hAiVBwhlZqdxGeMLuZ9MoVt+rOhq6Cl0OF5FPvlX+6/ZinESjkkhnT8dwE/YxpFFzCpNRNDSSMj9gAOhYVi8D42SzvhJ5ZpU/DWNunkM7UvxcZi4wZR4HdjBgOzbI3Ff/1kuHYCG6sl9NiDgyv/UyoJEVQfB4jTCXFmE6roX2hgaMcW2BcC/sTyodMM462wJKtyFsuZBWaF1XPrXr3l5XaZV5WkZyQU3JOPHJFauSO1EmDcCLJC3klb86z8+58OJ/z1YKT3xyThXG+fgEG/JyN</latexit>

tR
<latexit sha1_base64="ojWt2pZpKFc6EH1Nxw4Dh+ayvso=">AAACCHicbZDLSsNAFIZP6q3WW9Wlm8EiuCqJCLosuHFZL71AG8pkOm2HTiZh5kQIoS8guNXXcCdufQvfwkdw2mZhWw8MfPz/OfDPH8RSGHTdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+PmiZKNOMNFslItwNquBSKN1Cg5O1YcxoGkreC8c3Ubz1xbUSkHjGNuR/SoRIDwSha6QF7971yxa26syGr4OVQgXzqvfJPtx+xJOQKmaTGdDw3Rj+jGgWTfFLqJobHlI3pkHcsKhpy42ezqBNyZpU+GUTaPoVkpv69yGhoTBoGdjOkODLL3lT814tHqRHMWC+nxRw4uPYzoeIEuWLzGINEEozItBXSF5ozlKkFyrSwPyFsRDVlaLsr2Yq85UJWoXlR9dyqd3dZqbl5WUU4gVM4Bw+uoAa3UIcGMBjCC7zCm/PsvDsfzud8teDkN8ewMM7XL6W9miE=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="ojWt2pZpKFc6EH1Nxw4Dh+ayvso=">AAACCHicbZDLSsNAFIZP6q3WW9Wlm8EiuCqJCLosuHFZL71AG8pkOm2HTiZh5kQIoS8guNXXcCdufQvfwkdw2mZhWw8MfPz/OfDPH8RSGHTdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+PmiZKNOMNFslItwNquBSKN1Cg5O1YcxoGkreC8c3Ubz1xbUSkHjGNuR/SoRIDwSha6QF7971yxa26syGr4OVQgXzqvfJPtx+xJOQKmaTGdDw3Rj+jGgWTfFLqJobHlI3pkHcsKhpy42ezqBNyZpU+GUTaPoVkpv69yGhoTBoGdjOkODLL3lT814tHqRHMWC+nxRw4uPYzoeIEuWLzGINEEozItBXSF5ozlKkFyrSwPyFsRDVlaLsr2Yq85UJWoXlR9dyqd3dZqbl5WUU4gVM4Bw+uoAa3UIcGMBjCC7zCm/PsvDsfzud8teDkN8ewMM7XL6W9miE=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="ojWt2pZpKFc6EH1Nxw4Dh+ayvso=">AAACCHicbZDLSsNAFIZP6q3WW9Wlm8EiuCqJCLosuHFZL71AG8pkOm2HTiZh5kQIoS8guNXXcCdufQvfwkdw2mZhWw8MfPz/OfDPH8RSGHTdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+PmiZKNOMNFslItwNquBSKN1Cg5O1YcxoGkreC8c3Ubz1xbUSkHjGNuR/SoRIDwSha6QF7971yxa26syGr4OVQgXzqvfJPtx+xJOQKmaTGdDw3Rj+jGgWTfFLqJobHlI3pkHcsKhpy42ezqBNyZpU+GUTaPoVkpv69yGhoTBoGdjOkODLL3lT814tHqRHMWC+nxRw4uPYzoeIEuWLzGINEEozItBXSF5ozlKkFyrSwPyFsRDVlaLsr2Yq85UJWoXlR9dyqd3dZqbl5WUU4gVM4Bw+uoAa3UIcGMBjCC7zCm/PsvDsfzud8teDkN8ewMM7XL6W9miE=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="ojWt2pZpKFc6EH1Nxw4Dh+ayvso=">AAACCHicbZDLSsNAFIZP6q3WW9Wlm8EiuCqJCLosuHFZL71AG8pkOm2HTiZh5kQIoS8guNXXcCdufQvfwkdw2mZhWw8MfPz/OfDPH8RSGHTdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+PmiZKNOMNFslItwNquBSKN1Cg5O1YcxoGkreC8c3Ubz1xbUSkHjGNuR/SoRIDwSha6QF7971yxa26syGr4OVQgXzqvfJPtx+xJOQKmaTGdDw3Rj+jGgWTfFLqJobHlI3pkHcsKhpy42ezqBNyZpU+GUTaPoVkpv69yGhoTBoGdjOkODLL3lT814tHqRHMWC+nxRw4uPYzoeIEuWLzGINEEozItBXSF5ozlKkFyrSwPyFsRDVlaLsr2Yq85UJWoXlR9dyqd3dZqbl5WUU4gVM4Bw+uoAa3UIcGMBjCC7zCm/PsvDsfzud8teDkN8ewMM7XL6W9miE=</latexit>

tL
<latexit sha1_base64="oN+wDfzQQo10Tjbak/RKRRoBXa4=">AAACCHicbZDNSsNAFIVv6l+tf1WXbgaL4KokIuiy4MaFi4r2B9pQJtNpO3QyCTM3Qgh9AcGtvoY7cetb+BY+gtM2C9t6YeDjnHvhzAliKQy67rdTWFvf2Nwqbpd2dvf2D8qHR00TJZrxBotkpNsBNVwKxRsoUPJ2rDkNA8lbwfhm6reeuDYiUo+YxtwP6VCJgWAUrfSAvbteueJW3dmQVfByqEA+9V75p9uPWBJyhUxSYzqeG6OfUY2CST4pdRPDY8rGdMg7FhUNufGzWdQJObNKnwwibZ9CMlP/XmQ0NCYNA7sZUhyZZW8q/uvFo9QIZqyX02IOHFz7mVBxglyxeYxBIglGZNoK6QvNGcrUAmVa2J8QNqKaMrTdlWxF3nIhq9C8qHpu1bu/rNTcvKwinMApnIMHV1CDW6hDAxgM4QVe4c15dt6dD+dzvlpw8ptjWBjn6xeb8Zob</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="oN+wDfzQQo10Tjbak/RKRRoBXa4=">AAACCHicbZDNSsNAFIVv6l+tf1WXbgaL4KokIuiy4MaFi4r2B9pQJtNpO3QyCTM3Qgh9AcGtvoY7cetb+BY+gtM2C9t6YeDjnHvhzAliKQy67rdTWFvf2Nwqbpd2dvf2D8qHR00TJZrxBotkpNsBNVwKxRsoUPJ2rDkNA8lbwfhm6reeuDYiUo+YxtwP6VCJgWAUrfSAvbteueJW3dmQVfByqEA+9V75p9uPWBJyhUxSYzqeG6OfUY2CST4pdRPDY8rGdMg7FhUNufGzWdQJObNKnwwibZ9CMlP/XmQ0NCYNA7sZUhyZZW8q/uvFo9QIZqyX02IOHFz7mVBxglyxeYxBIglGZNoK6QvNGcrUAmVa2J8QNqKaMrTdlWxF3nIhq9C8qHpu1bu/rNTcvKwinMApnIMHV1CDW6hDAxgM4QVe4c15dt6dD+dzvlpw8ptjWBjn6xeb8Zob</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="oN+wDfzQQo10Tjbak/RKRRoBXa4=">AAACCHicbZDNSsNAFIVv6l+tf1WXbgaL4KokIuiy4MaFi4r2B9pQJtNpO3QyCTM3Qgh9AcGtvoY7cetb+BY+gtM2C9t6YeDjnHvhzAliKQy67rdTWFvf2Nwqbpd2dvf2D8qHR00TJZrxBotkpNsBNVwKxRsoUPJ2rDkNA8lbwfhm6reeuDYiUo+YxtwP6VCJgWAUrfSAvbteueJW3dmQVfByqEA+9V75p9uPWBJyhUxSYzqeG6OfUY2CST4pdRPDY8rGdMg7FhUNufGzWdQJObNKnwwibZ9CMlP/XmQ0NCYNA7sZUhyZZW8q/uvFo9QIZqyX02IOHFz7mVBxglyxeYxBIglGZNoK6QvNGcrUAmVa2J8QNqKaMrTdlWxF3nIhq9C8qHpu1bu/rNTcvKwinMApnIMHV1CDW6hDAxgM4QVe4c15dt6dD+dzvlpw8ptjWBjn6xeb8Zob</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="oN+wDfzQQo10Tjbak/RKRRoBXa4=">AAACCHicbZDNSsNAFIVv6l+tf1WXbgaL4KokIuiy4MaFi4r2B9pQJtNpO3QyCTM3Qgh9AcGtvoY7cetb+BY+gtM2C9t6YeDjnHvhzAliKQy67rdTWFvf2Nwqbpd2dvf2D8qHR00TJZrxBotkpNsBNVwKxRsoUPJ2rDkNA8lbwfhm6reeuDYiUo+YxtwP6VCJgWAUrfSAvbteueJW3dmQVfByqEA+9V75p9uPWBJyhUxSYzqeG6OfUY2CST4pdRPDY8rGdMg7FhUNufGzWdQJObNKnwwibZ9CMlP/XmQ0NCYNA7sZUhyZZW8q/uvFo9QIZqyX02IOHFz7mVBxglyxeYxBIglGZNoK6QvNGcrUAmVa2J8QNqKaMrTdlWxF3nIhq9C8qHpu1bu/rNTcvKwinMApnIMHV1CDW6hDAxgM4QVe4c15dt6dD+dzvlpw8ptjWBjn6xeb8Zob</latexit>

tL
<latexit sha1_base64="oN+wDfzQQo10Tjbak/RKRRoBXa4=">AAACCHicbZDNSsNAFIVv6l+tf1WXbgaL4KokIuiy4MaFi4r2B9pQJtNpO3QyCTM3Qgh9AcGtvoY7cetb+BY+gtM2C9t6YeDjnHvhzAliKQy67rdTWFvf2Nwqbpd2dvf2D8qHR00TJZrxBotkpNsBNVwKxRsoUPJ2rDkNA8lbwfhm6reeuDYiUo+YxtwP6VCJgWAUrfSAvbteueJW3dmQVfByqEA+9V75p9uPWBJyhUxSYzqeG6OfUY2CST4pdRPDY8rGdMg7FhUNufGzWdQJObNKnwwibZ9CMlP/XmQ0NCYNA7sZUhyZZW8q/uvFo9QIZqyX02IOHFz7mVBxglyxeYxBIglGZNoK6QvNGcrUAmVa2J8QNqKaMrTdlWxF3nIhq9C8qHpu1bu/rNTcvKwinMApnIMHV1CDW6hDAxgM4QVe4c15dt6dD+dzvlpw8ptjWBjn6xeb8Zob</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="oN+wDfzQQo10Tjbak/RKRRoBXa4=">AAACCHicbZDNSsNAFIVv6l+tf1WXbgaL4KokIuiy4MaFi4r2B9pQJtNpO3QyCTM3Qgh9AcGtvoY7cetb+BY+gtM2C9t6YeDjnHvhzAliKQy67rdTWFvf2Nwqbpd2dvf2D8qHR00TJZrxBotkpNsBNVwKxRsoUPJ2rDkNA8lbwfhm6reeuDYiUo+YxtwP6VCJgWAUrfSAvbteueJW3dmQVfByqEA+9V75p9uPWBJyhUxSYzqeG6OfUY2CST4pdRPDY8rGdMg7FhUNufGzWdQJObNKnwwibZ9CMlP/XmQ0NCYNA7sZUhyZZW8q/uvFo9QIZqyX02IOHFz7mVBxglyxeYxBIglGZNoK6QvNGcrUAmVa2J8QNqKaMrTdlWxF3nIhq9C8qHpu1bu/rNTcvKwinMApnIMHV1CDW6hDAxgM4QVe4c15dt6dD+dzvlpw8ptjWBjn6xeb8Zob</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="oN+wDfzQQo10Tjbak/RKRRoBXa4=">AAACCHicbZDNSsNAFIVv6l+tf1WXbgaL4KokIuiy4MaFi4r2B9pQJtNpO3QyCTM3Qgh9AcGtvoY7cetb+BY+gtM2C9t6YeDjnHvhzAliKQy67rdTWFvf2Nwqbpd2dvf2D8qHR00TJZrxBotkpNsBNVwKxRsoUPJ2rDkNA8lbwfhm6reeuDYiUo+YxtwP6VCJgWAUrfSAvbteueJW3dmQVfByqEA+9V75p9uPWBJyhUxSYzqeG6OfUY2CST4pdRPDY8rGdMg7FhUNufGzWdQJObNKnwwibZ9CMlP/XmQ0NCYNA7sZUhyZZW8q/uvFo9QIZqyX02IOHFz7mVBxglyxeYxBIglGZNoK6QvNGcrUAmVa2J8QNqKaMrTdlWxF3nIhq9C8qHpu1bu/rNTcvKwinMApnIMHV1CDW6hDAxgM4QVe4c15dt6dD+dzvlpw8ptjWBjn6xeb8Zob</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="oN+wDfzQQo10Tjbak/RKRRoBXa4=">AAACCHicbZDNSsNAFIVv6l+tf1WXbgaL4KokIuiy4MaFi4r2B9pQJtNpO3QyCTM3Qgh9AcGtvoY7cetb+BY+gtM2C9t6YeDjnHvhzAliKQy67rdTWFvf2Nwqbpd2dvf2D8qHR00TJZrxBotkpNsBNVwKxRsoUPJ2rDkNA8lbwfhm6reeuDYiUo+YxtwP6VCJgWAUrfSAvbteueJW3dmQVfByqEA+9V75p9uPWBJyhUxSYzqeG6OfUY2CST4pdRPDY8rGdMg7FhUNufGzWdQJObNKnwwibZ9CMlP/XmQ0NCYNA7sZUhyZZW8q/uvFo9QIZqyX02IOHFz7mVBxglyxeYxBIglGZNoK6QvNGcrUAmVa2J8QNqKaMrTdlWxF3nIhq9C8qHpu1bu/rNTcvKwinMApnIMHV1CDW6hDAxgM4QVe4c15dt6dD+dzvlpw8ptjWBjn6xeb8Zob</latexit>

tR
<latexit sha1_base64="ojWt2pZpKFc6EH1Nxw4Dh+ayvso=">AAACCHicbZDLSsNAFIZP6q3WW9Wlm8EiuCqJCLosuHFZL71AG8pkOm2HTiZh5kQIoS8guNXXcCdufQvfwkdw2mZhWw8MfPz/OfDPH8RSGHTdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+PmiZKNOMNFslItwNquBSKN1Cg5O1YcxoGkreC8c3Ubz1xbUSkHjGNuR/SoRIDwSha6QF7971yxa26syGr4OVQgXzqvfJPtx+xJOQKmaTGdDw3Rj+jGgWTfFLqJobHlI3pkHcsKhpy42ezqBNyZpU+GUTaPoVkpv69yGhoTBoGdjOkODLL3lT814tHqRHMWC+nxRw4uPYzoeIEuWLzGINEEozItBXSF5ozlKkFyrSwPyFsRDVlaLsr2Yq85UJWoXlR9dyqd3dZqbl5WUU4gVM4Bw+uoAa3UIcGMBjCC7zCm/PsvDsfzud8teDkN8ewMM7XL6W9miE=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="ojWt2pZpKFc6EH1Nxw4Dh+ayvso=">AAACCHicbZDLSsNAFIZP6q3WW9Wlm8EiuCqJCLosuHFZL71AG8pkOm2HTiZh5kQIoS8guNXXcCdufQvfwkdw2mZhWw8MfPz/OfDPH8RSGHTdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+PmiZKNOMNFslItwNquBSKN1Cg5O1YcxoGkreC8c3Ubz1xbUSkHjGNuR/SoRIDwSha6QF7971yxa26syGr4OVQgXzqvfJPtx+xJOQKmaTGdDw3Rj+jGgWTfFLqJobHlI3pkHcsKhpy42ezqBNyZpU+GUTaPoVkpv69yGhoTBoGdjOkODLL3lT814tHqRHMWC+nxRw4uPYzoeIEuWLzGINEEozItBXSF5ozlKkFyrSwPyFsRDVlaLsr2Yq85UJWoXlR9dyqd3dZqbl5WUU4gVM4Bw+uoAa3UIcGMBjCC7zCm/PsvDsfzud8teDkN8ewMM7XL6W9miE=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="ojWt2pZpKFc6EH1Nxw4Dh+ayvso=">AAACCHicbZDLSsNAFIZP6q3WW9Wlm8EiuCqJCLosuHFZL71AG8pkOm2HTiZh5kQIoS8guNXXcCdufQvfwkdw2mZhWw8MfPz/OfDPH8RSGHTdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+PmiZKNOMNFslItwNquBSKN1Cg5O1YcxoGkreC8c3Ubz1xbUSkHjGNuR/SoRIDwSha6QF7971yxa26syGr4OVQgXzqvfJPtx+xJOQKmaTGdDw3Rj+jGgWTfFLqJobHlI3pkHcsKhpy42ezqBNyZpU+GUTaPoVkpv69yGhoTBoGdjOkODLL3lT814tHqRHMWC+nxRw4uPYzoeIEuWLzGINEEozItBXSF5ozlKkFyrSwPyFsRDVlaLsr2Yq85UJWoXlR9dyqd3dZqbl5WUU4gVM4Bw+uoAa3UIcGMBjCC7zCm/PsvDsfzud8teDkN8ewMM7XL6W9miE=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="ojWt2pZpKFc6EH1Nxw4Dh+ayvso=">AAACCHicbZDLSsNAFIZP6q3WW9Wlm8EiuCqJCLosuHFZL71AG8pkOm2HTiZh5kQIoS8guNXXcCdufQvfwkdw2mZhWw8MfPz/OfDPH8RSGHTdb6ewtr6xuVXcLu3s7u0flA+PmiZKNOMNFslItwNquBSKN1Cg5O1YcxoGkreC8c3Ubz1xbUSkHjGNuR/SoRIDwSha6QF7971yxa26syGr4OVQgXzqvfJPtx+xJOQKmaTGdDw3Rj+jGgWTfFLqJobHlI3pkHcsKhpy42ezqBNyZpU+GUTaPoVkpv69yGhoTBoGdjOkODLL3lT814tHqRHMWC+nxRw4uPYzoeIEuWLzGINEEozItBXSF5ozlKkFyrSwPyFsRDVlaLsr2Yq85UJWoXlR9dyqd3dZqbl5WUU4gVM4Bw+uoAa3UIcGMBjCC7zCm/PsvDsfzud8teDkN8ewMM7XL6W9miE=</latexit>
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Figure 4. Left Panel: a unitary quantum circuit with local interactions which becomes longer when
tL or tR is increased. Right Panel: an extremal surface in a Schwarzschild AdS black hole connecting
tL on the left and tR on the right. The part of the surface inside the black hole (marked in yellow)
increases as tL or tR is increased, and is believed to be described by a quantum circuit.

3.1 Collision in the black hole interior and a quantum circuit description

We begin by briefly reviewing the quantum circuit description of a black hole interior, and
how it is related to the interior trajectory of an infalling object as well as collisions inside
the black hole.

In the gauge-gravity correspondence, it was argued that the bulk geometry reflects the
minimal tensor network preparing the state [18]. In particular, there is a unitary quantum
circuit that becomes longer as one evolves the state, reflecting the fact that the black hole
interior along an extremal surface gets longer [6, 19] (see figure 4).

An object falling into the black hole corresponds to a perturbation that spreads within
the circuit [20]. It spreads since the initial perturbation affects some gates, which then
affect some other gates, etc. Eventually all gates are affected by the perturbation. The
difference between the time at which the perturbation enters the circuit and the time when
all gates are affected is its scrambling time in this quantum circuit.

In the case of a Schwarzschild AdS black hole, two infalling objects coming from
opposite boundaries may or may not meet in the interior before hitting the singularity. This
phenomena has been interpreted as the possible overlap of two perturbations in the shared
quantum circuit [8, 21]. More precisely, it was proposed in [8] that the number of gates
which are unaffected by either perturbation (called “healthy gates” in [22]) in the overlap
region is related to the spacetime volume of the bulk region to the future of the collision
between the two objects falling into the black hole4 (see figure 5).

When the two perturbations overlap and have significantly different scrambling times,
the number of gates which are unaffected by either perturbation remains constant for a
while as one varies the time the shells are introduced (see figure 6). In the rest of this
section we apply this reasoning to charged black holes. We add either neutral or charged
ingoing shells and calculate how the volume of the post-collision region changes when we
change the times that the shells are introduced. The existence of a plateau, where the
volume remains constant, will be a sign of different scrambling times.

4The intuitive reason is that these gates are applied after both shockwaves come in. So it will correspond
to a bulk region which is to the future of both shockwaves.

– 8 –



J
H
E
P
1
1
(
2
0
2
2
)
0
2
5

twR
<latexit sha1_base64="b1SWRtFhdjcYgoeITdihVx7bMFw=">AAAB7XicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNRo9ELx7RyCOBDZkdBhiZnd3M9GrIhn/w4kFjvPo/3vwbB9iDgpV0UqnqTndXEEth0HW/ndzK6tr6Rn6zsLW9s7tX3D9omCjRjNdZJCPdCqjhUiheR4GSt2LNaRhI3gxG11O/+ci1EZG6x3HM/ZAOlOgLRtFKDeymT3eTbrHklt0ZyDLxMlKCDLVu8avTi1gScoVMUmPanhujn1KNgkk+KXQSw2PKRnTA25YqGnLjp7NrJ+TEKj3Sj7QthWSm/p5IaWjMOAxsZ0hxaBa9qfif106wf+mnQsUJcsXmi/qJJBiR6eukJzRnKMeWUKaFvZWwIdWUoQ2oYEPwFl9eJo2zslcpn99WStWrLI48HMExnIIHF1CFG6hBHRg8wDO8wpsTOS/Ou/Mxb8052cwh/IHz+QPado9S</latexit>

twL
<latexit sha1_base64="aiE3ckon0cx0i6cw6HdGtixyhVg=">AAAB7XicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgFe4komXQxsIigvmA5Ah7m02yZu/22J1TwpH/YGOhiK3/x85/4ya5QhMfDDzem2FmXhBLYdB1v53cyura+kZ+s7C1vbO7V9w/aBiVaMbrTEmlWwE1XIqI11Gg5K1YcxoGkjeD0fXUbz5ybYSK7nEccz+kg0j0BaNopQZ206fbSbdYcsvuDGSZeBkpQYZat/jV6SmWhDxCJqkxbc+N0U+pRsEknxQ6ieExZSM64G1LIxpy46ezayfkxCo90lfaVoRkpv6eSGlozDgMbGdIcWgWvan4n9dOsH/ppyKKE+QRmy/qJ5KgItPXSU9ozlCOLaFMC3srYUOqKUMbUMGG4C2+vEwaZ2WvUj6/q5SqV1kceTiCYzgFDy6gCjdQgzoweIBneIU3RzkvzrvzMW/NOdnMIfyB8/kD0ViPTA==</latexit>

�twL
<latexit sha1_base64="w9Nxo/Vb8RbVkx6an2RLbXP8EvI=">AAAB7nicbVA9SwNBEJ2LXzF+RS1tFoNgY7iTiJZBGwuLCOYDkhD2NnvJkr29Y3dOCUd+hI2FIrb+Hjv/jZvkCk18MPB4b4aZeX4shUHX/XZyK6tr6xv5zcLW9s7uXnH/oGGiRDNeZ5GMdMunhkuheB0FSt6KNaehL3nTH91M/eYj10ZE6gHHMe+GdKBEIBhFKzXPsJc+3U16xZJbdmcgy8TLSAky1HrFr04/YknIFTJJjWl7bozdlGoUTPJJoZMYHlM2ogPetlTRkJtuOjt3Qk6s0idBpG0pJDP190RKQ2PGoW87Q4pDs+hNxf+8doLBVTcVKk6QKzZfFCSSYESmv5O+0JyhHFtCmRb2VsKGVFOGNqGCDcFbfHmZNM7LXqV8cV8pVa+zOPJwBMdwCh5cQhVuoQZ1YDCCZ3iFNyd2Xpx352PemnOymUP4A+fzBzuXj4M=</latexit>

twR
<latexit sha1_base64="b1SWRtFhdjcYgoeITdihVx7bMFw=">AAAB7XicbVDLTgJBEOzFF+IL9ehlIjHxRHYNRo9ELx7RyCOBDZkdBhiZnd3M9GrIhn/w4kFjvPo/3vwbB9iDgpV0UqnqTndXEEth0HW/ndzK6tr6Rn6zsLW9s7tX3D9omCjRjNdZJCPdCqjhUiheR4GSt2LNaRhI3gxG11O/+ci1EZG6x3HM/ZAOlOgLRtFKDeymT3eTbrHklt0ZyDLxMlKCDLVu8avTi1gScoVMUmPanhujn1KNgkk+KXQSw2PKRnTA25YqGnLjp7NrJ+TEKj3Sj7QthWSm/p5IaWjMOAxsZ0hxaBa9qfif106wf+mnQsUJcsXmi/qJJBiR6eukJzRnKMeWUKaFvZWwIdWUoQ2oYEPwFl9eJo2zslcpn99WStWrLI48HMExnIIHF1CFG6hBHRg8wDO8wpsTOS/Ou/Mxb8052cwh/IHz+QPado9S</latexit>

�t
<latexit sha1_base64="TDDwnfYGd2tlTd+JkLh+kLDY8i4=">AAACDXicbZDNSsNAFIUn9a/Wv6pLN4NFcFUSEXRZ0IXLCvYH2lAm05t26GQSZm6EEPoMglt9DXfi1mfwLXwEp20Wtnph4OOce+HMCRIpDLrul1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbROnmkOLxzLW3YAZkEJBCwVK6CYaWBRI6ASTm5nfeQRtRKweMEvAj9hIiVBwhlbq9m9BIqM4qNbcujsf+he8AmqkmOag+t0fxjyNQCGXzJie5ybo50yj4BKmlX5qIGF8wkbQs6hYBMbP53mn9MwqQxrG2j6FdK7+vshZZEwWBXYzYjg2q95M/NdLxpkR3FivoOUcGF77uVBJiqD4IkaYSooxnVVDh0IDR5lZYFwL+xPKx0wzjrbAiq3IWy3kL7Qv6p5b9+4vaw23KKtMTsgpOSceuSINckeapEU4keSZvJBX58l5c96dj8VqySlujsnSOJ8/MXGcCA==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="TDDwnfYGd2tlTd+JkLh+kLDY8i4=">AAACDXicbZDNSsNAFIUn9a/Wv6pLN4NFcFUSEXRZ0IXLCvYH2lAm05t26GQSZm6EEPoMglt9DXfi1mfwLXwEp20Wtnph4OOce+HMCRIpDLrul1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbROnmkOLxzLW3YAZkEJBCwVK6CYaWBRI6ASTm5nfeQRtRKweMEvAj9hIiVBwhlbq9m9BIqM4qNbcujsf+he8AmqkmOag+t0fxjyNQCGXzJie5ybo50yj4BKmlX5qIGF8wkbQs6hYBMbP53mn9MwqQxrG2j6FdK7+vshZZEwWBXYzYjg2q95M/NdLxpkR3FivoOUcGF77uVBJiqD4IkaYSooxnVVDh0IDR5lZYFwL+xPKx0wzjrbAiq3IWy3kL7Qv6p5b9+4vaw23KKtMTsgpOSceuSINckeapEU4keSZvJBX58l5c96dj8VqySlujsnSOJ8/MXGcCA==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="TDDwnfYGd2tlTd+JkLh+kLDY8i4=">AAACDXicbZDNSsNAFIUn9a/Wv6pLN4NFcFUSEXRZ0IXLCvYH2lAm05t26GQSZm6EEPoMglt9DXfi1mfwLXwEp20Wtnph4OOce+HMCRIpDLrul1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbROnmkOLxzLW3YAZkEJBCwVK6CYaWBRI6ASTm5nfeQRtRKweMEvAj9hIiVBwhlbq9m9BIqM4qNbcujsf+he8AmqkmOag+t0fxjyNQCGXzJie5ybo50yj4BKmlX5qIGF8wkbQs6hYBMbP53mn9MwqQxrG2j6FdK7+vshZZEwWBXYzYjg2q95M/NdLxpkR3FivoOUcGF77uVBJiqD4IkaYSooxnVVDh0IDR5lZYFwL+xPKx0wzjrbAiq3IWy3kL7Qv6p5b9+4vaw23KKtMTsgpOSceuSINckeapEU4keSZvJBX58l5c96dj8VqySlujsnSOJ8/MXGcCA==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="TDDwnfYGd2tlTd+JkLh+kLDY8i4=">AAACDXicbZDNSsNAFIUn9a/Wv6pLN4NFcFUSEXRZ0IXLCvYH2lAm05t26GQSZm6EEPoMglt9DXfi1mfwLXwEp20Wtnph4OOce+HMCRIpDLrul1NaW9/Y3CpvV3Z29/YPqodHbROnmkOLxzLW3YAZkEJBCwVK6CYaWBRI6ASTm5nfeQRtRKweMEvAj9hIiVBwhlbq9m9BIqM4qNbcujsf+he8AmqkmOag+t0fxjyNQCGXzJie5ybo50yj4BKmlX5qIGF8wkbQs6hYBMbP53mn9MwqQxrG2j6FdK7+vshZZEwWBXYzYjg2q95M/NdLxpkR3FivoOUcGF77uVBJiqD4IkaYSooxnVVDh0IDR5lZYFwL+xPKx0wzjrbAiq3IWy3kL7Qv6p5b9+4vaw23KKtMTsgpOSceuSINckeapEU4keSZvJBX58l5c96dj8VqySlujsnSOJ8/MXGcCA==</latexit>

Figure 5. Left Panel: the red perturbation from the left and the pink perturbation from the right
have some overlap in the quantum circuit. Right Panel: the two perturbations meet in the black
hole interior. It has been proposed that the number of gates in the grey region on the left is related
to the spacetime volume of the grey region on the right.
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Figure 6. The grey region corresponds to the healthy gates in the overlap, which barely changes as
we vary ∆t.
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(E, 0)
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(EL = E � µq, 0)

Figure 7. Collision between two neutral shells with different energies. We are interested in the
volume of the region to the future of both shocks, up to the inner horizon (shaded in grey).

3.2 Collision between neutral shells with different energy

We first consider the collision of two neutral massless shells thrown into the Reisner-
Nordstrom AdS geometry. To mimic the change in r+ when we later add charge, we will
fix an energy E and reduce it by µq for some q, where µ = Q/r+. So one shell carries
energy EL = E − µq and comes from the left boundary at time twL, and the other one
carries energy ER = E and comes from the right boundary at time twR (figure 7). We
consider the regime where E−µq

E � 1 so the scrambling times of the two perturbations are
significantly different.
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(E, q)

Figure 8. Collision between a charged particle and a neutral particle carrying the same energy.
The post-collision region is shaded.

In appendix C we show how to construct the spacetime with the two shocks and
compute the volume of the region to the future of both shocks. We cut this region off at the
inner horizon, since it is unstable and perturbations turn it into a singularity. As mentioned
above, from quantum circuit considerations, when the two scrambling times are significantly
different, there will be a regime where the number of healthy gates in the overlap region
does not change as we vary ∆t ≡ −twL − twR. Assuming the same connection between the
number of healthy gates and the volume of the post-collision region as discussed above, we
expect a plateau in the post-collision region spacetime volume as a function of ∆t [9]. As
we explain in the next section, this is indeed what we find. So for neutral perturbations of a
charged black hole, the connection between the number of healthy gates and post-collision
volume appears to hold. We are therefore encouraged to extend it to charged perturbations.

3.3 Collision between a charged shell and a neutral shell

Next, we consider the collision between a charged shell and a neutral shell. We send in a
shell with energy EL = E and charge q from the left boundary at time twL, and another
neutral shell with energy ER = E from the right boundary at time twR. The resulting
geometry is shown in figure 8.

The construction of the geometry and calculation of the volume of the post-collision
region in this case is more involved, and is explained in appendix C. We have numerically
computed this volume as a function of ∆t = −twL − twR for several choices of mass M and
charge Q of the original black hole. In each case, we choose E � M and q � Q so that
E − qQ/r+ � E. The final results are shown by the blue dots in figure 9. For comparison,
the results for the case the two neutral shells (discussed in the previous subsection) are
shown by the orange dots.

The top plot in figure 9 is for an average charged black hole (with r− ∼ r+/2). The
next one has very little charge and the bottom plot is close to extremality. In all cases, one
can see that the orange dots have a plateau in the middle as expected from the quantum
circuit analysis, which is a signal that the two scrambling times are significantly different.
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For the blue dots, instead of a plateau in the middle, in all cases one sees a delay at the
beginning. In the first two plots, the initial delay, td, equals the width of the plateau which
is the result of the coincidence we discussed in section 2. This suggests that away from
extremality, the scrambling of the charged particle takes the same amount of time as the
scrambling of the neutral particle with the same energy, but the onset of the process, i.e.,
the time at which the perturbation enters the circuit, is delayed by td.

There is a simple explanation for this difference in the behavior of the post-collision
volume, between charged and neutral shells. First consider the neutral case represented by
the orange dots. When ∆t is small, the two shells collide with small center of mass energy.
So the backreaction is negligible and the volume can be computed in RN AdS, and shown
to increase linearly.5 As ∆t increases, the shells are introduced earlier, and their center of
mass energy increases. Eventually, the backreaction becomes important, causing the black
hole to grow. This is the start of the plateau. While it is clear that the linear growth of the
post-collision volume will be modified, it is rather surprising from this perspective that the
volume remains constant. At very large center of mass energy, the collision takes place deep
inside a large black hole and the post-collision volume up to the inner horizon goes to zero.

Now consider the case of a charged perturbation. Since a charged shell bounces, there
is no collision unless the shell on the right starts before a time tb (see figure 3). So the
post-collision volume is strictly zero until ∆t = −twL − tb ≡ td. After this, the volume
grows linearly for a while (for the same reason as the neutral case), and starts to decrease
when the backreaction becomes important.

4 Probing the bounce in a two-dimensional model

To gain more insight into the effects of a charged perturbation bouncing inside the horizon,
in this section we consider a simple two-dimensional model. We will see that the bounce
can be detected by the following out-of-time-ordered four-point correlator (OTOC)

〈VL(tL)VR(tR)〉W ≡
〈TFD|W †(twL)VL(tL)VR(tR)W (twL) |TFD〉

〈TFD|W †(twL)W (twL) |TFD〉 , (4.1)

for a judicious choice of times for the operator insertions. Here W corresponds to a charged
perturbation and V is a neutral operator.6 We will distinguish two choices of times. If
tR = −tL, we obtain the standard OTOC which has been used to discuss chaos and the
onset of scrambling [23]. We will call this the “exterior OTOC” since it only probes the
perturbation outside the horizon of the original black hole. If instead we take tL very
large, we obtain something we will call the “interior OTOC”, since we will see it probes the
perturbation inside the black hole. This OTOC not only can detect the bounce, but also
gives another indication of a scrambling delay.

5The post-collision volume at ∆t = 0 is nonzero, but it is small compared to V0 = 4π(r3
+ − r3

−)β/3 which
is a convenient scale to measure the volume in.

6It is equally interesting to consider V to be a charged operator. However, for the sake of simplicity, we
choose to focus on the neutral case in what follows.

– 11 –



J
H
E
P
1
1
(
2
0
2
2
)
0
2
5

0 1 2 3 4 5
0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

0 1 2 3 4 5
0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0 1 2 3 4
0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

Figure 9. Spacetime volumes of post-collision regions as a function of ∆t in various examples.
The spacetime volumes are given in units of V0 = 4π(r3

+ − r3
−)β/3 and ∆t is given in units of

β. The scrambling times of the two neutral shells are marked as vertical grey lines. Top panel:
a black hole with medium charge r− ∼ r+/2 (r+/l ' 4.82 and r−/l ' 2.12) with perturbations
of size E/M = 5 × 10−6 and (E − µq)/M ' 3.74 × 10−11. Middle panel: a black hole far from
extremality (r+/l ' 31.5 and r−/l ' 1.27× 10−4) with perturbations of size E/M ' 1.91× 10−9

and (E − µq)/M ' 2.67× 10−13. Bottom panel: a black hole close to extremality (r+/l ' 31.6 and
r−/l ' 30.5) with perturbations of size E/M ' 3.33× 10−8 and (E − µq)/M ' 4.89× 10−13.
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4.1 Bounces in AdS2

When focusing on operators V with large scaling dimensions ∆ one can sometimes exploit
the WKB approximation to write correlators in terms of geodesic lengths [24]

〈VL(tL)VR(tR)〉W ∼ e−∆L(tL,tR) , (4.2)

where L(tL, tR) corresponds to the appropriately renormalized geodesic distance connecting
both boundaries at the chosen times in the geometry perturbed by W . We will use this
to compute (4.1).

In particular, we will consider a perturbation W described by charged particles with
a turning point in an AdS2 geometry. Such particles arise in the Jackiw-Teitelboim (JT)
gravity obtained through the dimensional reduction of a near extremal electrically charged
black hole [25, 26], where we end up with an AdS2 geometry equipped with an electric field
and a dilaton Φ. For the sake of simplicity, we will be agnostic regarding the particular
theory in which our setup is embedded and focus only on having the metric and the dilaton
be C0 in an appropriate coordinate system. We will write the AdS2 geometry in the
following coordinates

ds2 = −f(r)dt2 + f(r)−1dr2 (4.3)

with
f(r) = (r − r+)(r − r−) , (4.4)

where we are setting the AdS length equal to one. We will assume that the dilaton takes
the form

Φ = Φhr (4.5)

in these coordinates, where Φh is some arbitrary constant. This assumption is motivated
by the fact that in the context of a spherically symmetric dimensional reduction the dilaton
captures the size of the higher dimensional sphere. More concretely, this happens in the
JT-like gravity described in [26] after an appropriate coordinate redefinition. The Kruskal
null coordinates are still defined as in eqs. (2.3) and (2.4) but now we can explicitly find
the tortoise coordinate in eq. (2.5), which yields

r∗(r) = −
∫ ∞
r

dr′

f(r′) = β

4π log
(
r − r+
r − r−

)
, (4.6)

with
β = 4π

f ′(r+) = 4π
r+ − r−

. (4.7)

Let us now consider that we send a massless particle (which might carry electric charge)
from the left boundary of the AdS2 black hole at some time twL. This particle will initially
follow a trajectory of constant Uw = e2πtwL/β. We will assume that the ‘backreaction’7 of

7For details on the exact meaning of backreaction in this situation, see appendix B in [27]. An alternative
way to think about it is that the two-dimensional model can represent the near horizon region of a higher
dimensional near extremal black hole. A perturbation in higher dimensions changes the parameters of the
black hole. As a consequence, a stationary observer measures a slightly different temperature before and
after the shell. A natural way to model this effect in the approximate AdS2 near horizon geometry is to
change the Rindler patch.
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this particle is non-negligible and thus we must take a different Rindler patch of AdS2 after
the particle is sent in, which we will denote by

d̃s
2 = −f̃(r)dt̃2 + f̃(r)−1dr2 (4.8)

with
f̃(r) = (r − r̃+)(r − r̃−) . (4.9)

The coordinate r is taken to be continuous across the trajectory of the particle in order to
impose continuity of the dilaton. As before, it is natural to take the time coordinate to
flow continuously along the boundary, which implies that the shell follows a trajectory of
constant Ũw = e2πtwL/β̃ in the new coordinates. Continuity of the r coordinate implies the
following relationship along the constant U trajectory of the shell

Ṽ = 1
Ũw

r+ + r−UwV − r̃+(1 + UwV )
r̃− − r+ + UwV (r̃− − r−) (4.10)

If the particle does not bounce, this fully describes the trajectory of the shell in both patches.
We are interested in considering shells that do bounce at some radius rb. If this happens, in
analogy to higher dimensions, the DTR condition [14–16] should be satisfied at the turning
point in order for the metric to be C0 in appropriate coordinates. In this case, it implies

f(rb) = f̃(rb) =⇒ rb = r−r+ − r̃−r̃+
r+ + r− − r̃+ − r̃−

. (4.11)

If the shell does bounce at some rb, it will start following a trajectory of constant V =Vb with

Vb = 1
Uw

r+ − rb
rb − r−

(4.12)

and analogously for Ṽ = Ṽb with appropriate replacement by tilded quantities. Again, using
the continuity of r, we can find how Ũ and U relate to each other along the shell after
the bounce

Ũ = 1
Ṽb

r+ + r−UVb − r̃+(1 + UVb)
r̃− − r+ + UVb(r̃− − r−) . (4.13)

4.2 OTOC behavior

With the setup described above in mind, one can compute the geodesic length between both
boundaries at times tL and tR with the use of embedding coordinates. This computation is
carried out in detail in appendix D and yields

e−L = 64π4e∆tLe∆tR

β2β̃2r2
c

[
δr− + (r̃− − r+)e∆tR + (r− − r̃+)e∆tL − δr+e∆tLe∆tR

]2 , (4.14)

where we defined
δr+ = r̃+ − r+ , δr− = r̃− − r− (4.15)

and8

∆tL = 2π
β̃

(tL − twL) , ∆tR = 2π
β

(−twL − tR) . (4.16)

8Note that in this section we define ∆t to be dimensionless.
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The variable rc corresponds to the radial cut-off. It is important to keep in mind that this
expression is only valid for ∆tL > 0, i.e., when evaluating the geodesic length after the
insertion of the operator W . In general, the insertion of the operator should be thought of
as creating both an ingoing and an outgoing particle and this expression does not take that
into account.

By studying eq. (4.14) as a function of twL for different choices of perturbations and
times (tL, tR) one can notice an interesting feature. When the particle does not bounce
between the two horizons, the OTOC monotonically decreases as twL is moved into the
past. This is qualitatively the same as the standard result found in [2]. However, when
the bounce happens in between the horizons, the OTOC can have a maximum at some
t∗wL < tL and only monotonically decays for twL < t∗wL as we move the perturbation further
into the past. As we will show in more detail below, this maximum occurs exactly when
the geodesic between the two sides passes through the turning point of the particle and
thus it provides a boundary probe of the bounce inside the black hole interior. Naturally,
this only happens for suitable choices of times (tL, tR) such that the geodesic meets the
particle in the interior.

To study this behavior in more detail we turn to a particular derivative of the geodesic
length, namely

− d

dtwL
L ≈ 2π

β

(
(δr− − δr+)e∆tL + (δr+ − δr−)e∆tR − 2δr− − 2δr+e

∆tLe∆tR

(r− − r+)e∆tR + δr− + (r− − r+)e∆tL − δr+e∆tLe∆tR

)
,

(4.17)
where we assumed r+ − r− � δr± and worked to leading order.9 This can be achieved by
having the perturbation be much smaller than the background and, at the same time, by
not being too close to extremality. This derivative removes the renormalization ambiguity
rc, and its vanishing will single out when the maximum of the OTOC occurs. It is perhaps
not surprising that this maximum occurs at the turning point of the particle. It was shown
in [10] that for neutral particles in two dimensions, precisely this derivative of the length
gives the momentum of the particle along the geodesic. Even though our particle is charged,
it still captures the fact that the momentum vanishes at the turning point.

Exterior OTOC. Having chosen twL, the time at which the boundary operator W is
inserted, we can still choose the boundary times (tL, tR) at which we wish to insert the
probe operators V .

We will start by considering the standard choice made in [2] by setting tL = −tR = t.10

We call this the “exterior OTOC” since the geodesic connecting the two boundaries at these
times does not pass through the black hole interior in the unperturbed geometry. Moreover,
using the results in appendix D, one can explicitly check that the geodesic always meets

9It is important to only do this approximation after taking the derivative as otherwise one will neglect
contributions which are non-negligible for certain time configurations. In particular, when doing this
approximation one should be careful to account for the fact that small terms might be enhanced by
the exponentials.

10As mentioned at the end of section 2, ref. [2] considered the case t = 0, but due to the timelike Killing
symmetry this is equivalent to keeping t free. This is made manifest by the fact that the final result (4.18)
depends only on the difference ∆t.
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Figure 10. Exterior OTOC for the AdS2 black hole.

the particle outside the initial black hole. Therefore this choice cannot directly probe the
presence of a bounce inside (see figure 10).
With the aforementioned choice of times, using eq. (4.17), we find

− d

dtwL
L

∣∣∣∣∣
tL=−tR=t

≈ 4π
β

(
δr+e

∆t + δr−e
−∆t

2(r+ − r−) + δr+e∆t − δr−e−∆t

)
, (4.18)

where we defined
∆t = 2π

β
(t− twL) . (4.19)

As we remarked before, our expressions are only valid for ∆tL > 0 which in this case
amounts to ∆t > 0. One can quickly check that eq. (4.18) is always positive for ∆t > 0.
Furthermore, it grows as ∆t → ∞, saturating at a value of 4π/β.11 This implies that,
regardless of the presence of a bounce in the interior, the OTOC obtained through this
choice of boundary times starts decreasing immediately at ∆t = 0 and monotonically decays
as a function of ∆t. This is no different from the standard result obtained in [2].

There is a sense, however, in which the bounce does affect this OTOC. Using eq. (4.11),
we can write

δr+ = δr−(r+ − rb)
rb − r− − δr−

(4.21)

from which we can see that rb → r+ implies δr+ → 0. It follows that as the bounce happens
closer to the horizon, the derivative computed above takes a longer time to become O(1),

11Had we written a valid expression for all ∆t, we would naturally find it to be anti-symmetric under
∆t→ −∆t

− d

dtwL
L

∣∣∣∣∣
tL=−tR=t

≈ 4π
β

(
δr+e

|∆t| + δr−e
−|∆t|

2(r+ − r−) + δr+e|∆t| − δr−e−|∆t|

)
sgn(∆t) . (4.20)

From one perspective, this reflects the fact that the length itself should be invariant under this transformation
if the insertion of the operator simultaneously creates an outgoing and an ingoing particle. Alternatively,
this derivative is expected to capture an appropriate notion of momentum and therefore this anti-symmetry
can be seen as a natural consequence of the fact that each particle carries the same momentum in absolute
value, although one is ingoing and the other is outgoing.
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essentially because the growth is controlled by the term α = δr+e
∆t. We have called it α for

a reason. This is in every way analogous to the behavior of the parameter α we described
in section 2 where a bounce closer and closer to the horizon implies, for a fixed twL, a
smaller and smaller α which vanishes in the limit, implying what appeared to be a longer
scrambling time. This is not surprising. After all, while we did not frame this discussion
in terms of α, the OTOC we just considered is computed through a spacelike probe at
tL = −tR = t which is exactly the kind of probe affected by α. We should remember,
however, that as emphasized previously this effect cannot distinguish a shell with charge
from a shell without charge but less energy. While in our rough toy model we have not
introduced notions of energy or charge, we can observe that in the limit rb → −∞, in
which the particle never bounces, we have δr+ = −δr− and so we can make δr+ as small as
we wish by decreasing δr− in absolute value.12 This is equivalent to the fact that we can
decrease δr+ in higher dimensions by simply decreasing the energy of the shell instead of
making it bounce closer to the horizon by adding charge — in fact, the two statements are
the same if we word everything in terms of δr− and δr+ instead of E and q. However, in
contrast to the discussion in section 2, we are not taking a large ∆t limit.13 If we did so,
δr− contributions would become negligible and (4.18) would depend only on α. Since at
finite ∆t the contributions arising from δr+ and δr− can be comparable, even if small, (4.18)
encodes some distinguishable, although indirect, effects of the bounce. This follows from
the fact that rb is encoded in the relationship between δr+ and δr− through (4.21).

The bottom line of the above discussion is that despite the fact that (4.18) is indirectly
affected by the bounce at finite ∆t, the bounce does not change its qualitative behavior.
In particular, the derivative is always positive and thus the OTOC always decreases as a
function of ∆t.

Interior OTOC. We will now focus on a different choice of times for the operator
insertions so the OTOC will probe the interior of the black hole. Namely, we take (tL, tR) =
(a,−t) where a is positive and larger than the scrambling time of the perturbation. Contrary
to the choice studied before, this one ensures that the geodesic connecting both sides meets
the particle in the interior of the black hole (see figure 11), and therefore we expect it to
directly capture the presence of a turning point in its trajectory.
For simplicity, we will focus on the limit a→ +∞ of the derivative14

− d

dtwL
L

∣∣∣∣∣
tL→∞

≈ 4π
β

(
δr+e

∆t − (δr− − δr+)/2
(r+ − r−) + δr+e∆t

)
(4.22)

Since we have ensured that ∆tL is always positive, this expression is valid for any finite ∆t.
While, just like eq. (4.20), the growth of this expression is dominated by δr+e

∆t and
saturates at the same value 4π/β, we see that, contrary to the former (having in mind (4.20)),

12We must have δr− < 0 in this case in order to preserve the second law: δr+ > 0.
13See [28] for an analysis of scrambling in BTZ which generalizes the results in [2] to finite ∆t.
14It is important to keep in mind that the OTOC itself will vanish in this strict limit. We take this limit

because it approximates the behavior of the derivative when a is large but finite by a simpler expression
where the ∆tL dependence drops out.
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Figure 11. Interior OTOC for the AdS2 black hole.
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Figure 12. Plot of the derivative of the length associated to the interior OTOC for different
particles. Notice how the zero shifts towards larger ∆t as the particle bounces closer to the horizon.

a significant growth only occurs in the direction of positive ∆t. Moreover, it vanishes at

∆t = t∗d ≡ log
(
δr− − δr+

2δr+

)
≈ log

(
rb − r−+r+

2
r+ − rb

)
, (4.23)

where we used eq. (4.21) to write the last equality while working to leading order in the
perturbation. This zero exists provided that δr− > δr+ or in terms of the position where
the bounce occurs rb > (r− + r+)/2,15 i.e. when the bounce occurs closer to the outer
horizon than to the inner horizon. This means that if a bounce happens too far inside the
black hole rb < (r− + r+)/2, eq. (4.22) is always positive. Notice that the vanishing of the
derivative occurs in a regime in which all δr+ and δr− contributions are comparable. We
illustrate this feature in figure 12.

This zero in the derivative can be shown to imply the existence of a local maximum in
the OTOC as a function of twL. We now show that this maximum occurs exactly when

15We remind the reader we are always assuming bounces inside the horizon, i.e. rb < r+.
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the geodesic meets the particle at the bounce. Thus the existence of a maximum can be
seen as a direct boundary probe of a bounce in the interior. In appendix D, we derived
Vm (D.5), the value of the coordinate V at which the geodesic meets the particle along
its constant U part of the trajectory. In the limit tL → +∞, we can ask at which ∆t we
find Vm = Vb,16 where Vb corresponds to the value of the coordinate at which the particle
bounces and is given in eq. (4.12). We find the only solution of this equation to be ∆t = t∗d,
i.e. the same time difference at which the derivative vanishes. The reason why the zero
in the derivative disappears for bounces too far inside the black hole can then be easily
understood from the fact that the geodesics connecting both sides do not reach arbitrarily
close to the inner horizon.

In summary, we see that the interior OTOC is particularly sensitive to bounces close to
the horizon at finite ∆t. In particular, the onset of its monotonic decay is delayed. At this
point, one could worry about the non-uniqueness of our choice of OTOC. After all, a priori,
despite the clear connection between this maximum and the bounce, a different choice of
times for the operator insertions could also have maxima as a function of twL even without
a bounce in the interior, making the presence of a maximum less reliable as a marker of an
interior bounce. We now show this cannot happen. Equating (4.17) to zero, we find

rb = 1
2

(
r− + r+ + r+ − r−

−1 + e∆tL
+ r+ − r−

1 + e−∆tR

)
(4.24)

where we used (4.21) to write δr+ as a function of rb. Since ∆tL > 0, we see that eq. (4.17)
can only vanish if rb > (r+ + r−)/2. In other words, there can only be extrema in the
OTOC as a function of twL if a bounce occurs closer to the outer horizon than to the inner
one. This establishes, without loss of generality, an intimate connection between the bounce
in the interior and the presence of extrema in the OTOC.17

4.3 Remarks on scrambling delay

We saw above that the interior OTOC has the property that the onset of its monotonic
decay is delayed due to the presence of a bounce in the interior. If we define the onset of
scrambling as the moment at which the OTOC starts to monotonically decrease, it is natural
to relate this behavior to the scrambling delay discussed in section 3. In fact, our choice
of the variable t∗d in (4.23) was not arbitrary. In the context of Reissner-Nordstrom-AdS,
we defined td in (2.16) by considering the latest time that an observer from the right can
jump in and still meet the bouncing shell. We then argued that td captures, in some sense,
a delay in scrambling. If we do the same thought experiment in our background AdS2
geometry, we find the analogous time18

td = log
(
r− − rb
rb − r+

)
≈ log

(
δr−
δr+

)
. (4.25)

16In the limit tL → +∞, the time dependence for this equation comes only through ∆t.
17We say extrema rather than maxima here since for twL close to tL, the OTOC can have a local minimum,

as can be checked by equating (4.17) to zero. This minimum is lost in eq. (4.22) due to the limit we
are taking.

18Again, we are defining a dimensionless td, contrary to what we did in the previous sections.

– 19 –



J
H
E
P
1
1
(
2
0
2
2
)
0
2
5

Comparing this result with eq. (4.23), we see that when the bounce happens close to the
horizon rb → r+, which is equivalent to δr− � δr+, we have td = t∗d +O(1), i.e. this time
difference agrees with the amount of delay for the onset of decay of the interior OTOC up
to an order one correction. Just like before, we can only talk concisely about a scrambling
delay in the limit in which we have a scale separation between the amount of delay and the
thermal time β. This agreement further supports the statement that the interior OTOC,
similarly to the quantum circuit, is capturing a delay in scrambling due to the interior
bounce. It is important to emphasize that this effect is present only for particular choices
of OTOC. The onset of scrambling is not universally delayed, but probes of the black hole
interior which are blind to the exterior physics appear to take longer to notice scrambling
is occurring.

5 Discussion

Massless charged shells falling into a charged black hole bounce at a particular radius.
Starting with an asymptotically AdS black hole, we have investigated what effect this has
for scrambling in the dual field theory. We saw that a standard shock wave calculation of a
scrambling time indicates that adding charge to a perturbation at early time increases the
scrambling time. We then gave evidence that, at least from a certain viewpoint, scrambling
does not take longer. Instead, the onset of scrambing is delayed relative to a neutral
perturbation with the same energy.

The evidence consisted of two calculations. The first starts with two shells, one neutral
and one charged, that collide inside the black hole. Arguments based on quantum circuits
have suggested that the volume of the post-collision region can diagnose whether the
scrambling times of the dual neutral and charged perturbations are the same or very
different. We computed this volume and found that it behaves as if the scrambling times are
the same, but the charged scrambling is delayed. We next computed an OTOC in a simple
two-dimensional model. With one choice of times for the operator insertion we get a standard
exterior OTOC which probes the perturbation outside the black hole. With another choice
of times, we get an interior OTOC which is sensitive to the perturbation inside the horizon.
As we saw above, this interior OTOC detects the bounce of the charged particle, and only
starts to decay after a certain delay that agrees with the delay calculated earlier.

There are many open questions, and we mention just a few. First, our calculations
mainly probe the case when the charged shell bounces inside, but close to the horizon. (The
connection between the quantum circuit and post-collision volume is believed to hold only
for collisions and bounces near the horizon.) It would be interesting to determine what are
the effects of a bounce farther inside the black hole. Next, it is clearly of great interest to
have a more microscopic understanding of why scrambling is delayed for certain charged
perturbations. This can perhaps be studied in the context of a charged SYK model [29].
Besides that, our calculation of the OTOC is based on two-sided eternal black holes, but we
expect the lesson we learned to be general. For one-sided pure state black holes, how does a
similar construction work? We expect the correlators one needs will depend on the details of
the microstates. One natural starting place might be black holes with an end of world brane
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like those discussed by Kourkoulou and Maldacena [30]. Finally, while we have focused on
charged perturbations, one can equally have bouncing particles in the interior of a rotating
black hole19 by having them carry angular momentum instead. Perturbations with angular
momentum have been studied previously in the literature: in rotating BTZ [5, 31] and,
very recently, in Kerr-AdS [32]. These results suggest that the scrambling time, as defined
through the parameter α in the context of our work, can be made longer by increasing
the angular momentum of the perturbation. It would be interesting to understand if this
increase in scrambling time is associated to the same features we find in the charged case,
namely a delay of the onset of scrambling from the interior perspective due to the presence
of a bounce.
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A Massive charged shell

In this appendix, we consider the motion of a massive charged shell in a Reissner-Nordstrom
AdS background. We then take a massless limit to show that the null trajectory has a
turning point. The turning point coincides with rb, where, according to the null matching
analysis in section 2, the shell should bounce in order to have a stress tensor that satisfies
the null energy condition.

The equations of motion for charged timelike shells in asymptotically flat black hole
backgrounds were previously studied in [33–36] and here we generalize them to the asymp-
totically AdS case. Similar to the null junction conditions, the conditions for a timelike
shell are that the induced metric on the shell is continuous on both sides of the spacetime
and that any discontinuity in the extrinsic curvature Kab on the shell implies a surface
stress tensor given by

Sab = − 1
π

([Kab]− [K]hab) , (A.1)

where the rectangular brackets denote the difference across the shell. The equations of
motion for the shell are obtained by requiring the stress tensor of the shell to take the form
of a dust shell Sab = σuaub. In the following, we parameterize the shell as r = R(τ), where
τ is the proper time on the shell. We obtain the equation of motion

m

R
=
√
fi(R) + Ṙ2 ±

√
fo(R) + Ṙ2 , (A.2)

where m is the rest mass of the shell. The sign in (A.2) depends on the sign of the spatial
component of the outward unit normal to the shell. Squaring (A.2), we can rewrite this in

19It is important that the black hole rotates. While test particles with high enough angular momentum
can usually bounce outside any kind of black hole, they cannot bounce in the interior of a non-rotating
black hole.
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the form of a particle in an effective potential

m2Ṙ2 + Veff(R) = 0 , (A.3)

where the potential is

Veff(R) = fi(R)−
(
R

2m(fi(R)− fo(R)) + m

2R

)2
. (A.4)

We can find the turning points of the potential in the limit of small m. There is a turning
point at

r = l
E

m
+O(1) , (A.5)

which is due to the confining nature of asymptotically AdS space and approaches the AdS
boundary as we take the massless limit. There are two other turning points at r = rb±O(m),
which approach rb in the massless limit, thus agreeing with the prescription that the null
shell is given by two null surfaces joined together at rb.

B Scrambling by a charged shell

In this appendix, we consider the butterfly effect due to a charged shell. As in the case
of [2, 4], we will see that the scrambling is encapsulated in a shift α in the Kruskal V
coordinate along the shell.

Consider a shell that is created on the left boundary at time twL. The initial portion of
the trajectory is given by

Uo = e2πtwL/βo , Ui = e2πtwL/βi (B.1)

in terms of Kruskal coordinate U both inside and outside the shell. The V coordinate along
this portion of the shell is given by

UoVo = −e4πr∗o/βo , UiVi = −e4πr∗i /βi . (B.2)

When the shell reaches the turning point rb, the shell will start following a trajectory of
constant V = Vb. We will first focus on the portion of the shell before the turning point. In
the limit that the shell is created at early times t0 � 0, the shell approaches the horizon.
Near the horizon of a non-extremal RN-AdS black hole, we have

r∗ ≈ β

4π

(
C + log

(
r − r+
r+ − r−

))
, (B.3)

where the constant C depends on the geometry and does not have a compact analytical
form in general. Therefore, close to the horizon, we can write

UoVo ≈ −
(
r − ro+

)
ro+ − ro−

eCo , UiVi ≈ −
(
r − ri+

)
ri+ − ri−

eCi . (B.4)

The junction conditions require r as a function of U, V to match on both sides. Since
we are considering a small perturbation, we can write

Co = Ci + δC , ro+ = ri+ + δr+ , ro− = ri− + δr− , βo = βi + δβ (B.5)
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with δC/Ci ∼ δr+/r
i
+ ∼ δr−/ri− ∼ δβ/βi � 1. Matching r in both sets of coordinates gives

the following relationship between the coordinates Vo and Vi

Vo ≈ Vi

(
1 + δC − δr+ − δr−

ri+ − ri−
− 2πtwL

βi

δβ

βi

)
+ eCie−2πtwL/βi δr+

ri+ − ri−
, (B.6)

while the relationship between Uo and Ui is given by

Uo ≈ Ui
(

1− 2πtwL
βi

δβ

βi

)
. (B.7)

Assuming further that βi/δβ � −twL/βi � 1, we can write at leading order

Vo ≈ Vi + α , Uo ≈ Ui (B.8)

with
α = eCe−2πtwL/β δr+

r+ − r−
, (B.9)

where we dropped the i index for the sake of simplicity of notation.

C Post-collision geometry

In this appendix, we calculate the spacetime volume of the post-collision region for both a
collision between two neutral shells and a collision between a charged shell and a neutral
shell. The spacetime in the case of two neutral shells is shown in figure 13. The shells
collide and partition spacetime into 4 regions, labeled by T,B,L,R and each has a metric
given by (2.1) with different masses. Inside the black hole, the Kruskal coordinates (in any
of the four regions) are related to r by

UV = e4πr̃∗(r)/β , (C.1)

where the inner tortoise coordinate r̃∗ is defined such that dr∗ = dr/f(r) and U, V are
continuous across the horizon.

The trajectory of the left perturbation is given by UB,l = e2πtwL/βB and that of the
right perturbation is given by VB,r = e2πtwR/βB in terms of coordinates in the bottom region.
We want to calculate the spacetime volume of the top region, which is given by

V = β2

2π

∫ ∞
UT,l

dU

∫ ∞
VT,r

dV
r(U, V )2|fT (r(U, V ))|

UV
, (C.2)

where we have used coordinates in the top region. In order to evaluate (C.2), we need to
find out where the collision occurs and account for the backreaction from the collision in the
top region. Using (C.1) at the collision, one finds that the collision occurs at rc given by

2r̃∗(rc) = −∆t , (C.3)

where ∆t = −twL − twR. The mass parameters in the B,L,R regions are given by energy
conservation. The mass parameter in the top quadrant Mt depends on the collision and is
determined by the DTR condition [14–16]

fT (rc)fB(rc) = fL(rc)fR(rc) , (C.4)
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M + ER

Figure 13. Geometry with two neutral shockwaves colliding.

which gives

MT (∆t) = M + EL + ER
fL(rc(∆t))
fB(rc(∆t))

. (C.5)

Using MT and (C.1) again at rc in terms of the T coordinates, one obtains a relation
between UT,l and VT,r. Since we can use any Kruskal coordinate in the top region, we can
fix UT,l arbitrarily and find VT,r(∆t)

VT,r(∆t) = 1
UT,l

e4πr̃∗T (rc(∆t))/βT . (C.6)

This determines the limits of integration in (C.2). The integrand is also determined by MT

and can be obtained from inverting (C.1) in the T coordinates. The integral (C.2) can then
be evaluated numerically.

When a charged shell and a neutral shell collide, the spacetime is as shown in figure 14,
where the masses and charges in each region are given by charge and energy conservation
and the DTR condition. We will again use Kruskal coordinates. The spacetime volume of
the top region is now given by

V = β2

2π

∫ ∞
UT,l

dU

∫ VT,b

VT,r

dV
r(U, V )2|fT (r(U, V ))|

UV
, (C.7)

where we defined VT,b to be the turning coordinate of the shell on the left or ∞ if the shell
bounces behind the inner horizon (rc < RT,−). One can find the post-collision geometry
and the coordinates UT,l, VT,r as before, so it remains to find VT,b.

Recall that the turning point rb is given by

rb = qQi
Mo −Mi

. (C.8)

Here the turning point occurs between the top and right regions. Thus,

rb(∆t) = qQ

MT (∆t)−M − ER
. (C.9)
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Figure 14. Geometry with a neutral shockwave colliding with a charged shockwave.

Using (C.1) at the turning point, one finds

VT,b(∆t) = 1
UT,l

e4πr̃∗T (rb(∆t))/βT (C.10)

for rt < RT,−. We then evaluate (C.7) numerically.

D Obtaining the geodesic distance in AdS2

In this appendix, we calculate the geodesic distance between two points, at times tL and tR
respectively, in each asymptotic boundary of an AdS2 black hole. We compute this geodesic
distance taking into account the backreaction of a null particle, sent at time twL from the
left boundary. We assume that this particle can have a turning point somewhere in the
interior of the black hole. In order to achieve our goal, we will make use of embedding
coordinates. We can describe AdS2 as an embedding

− T 2
1 − T 2

2 +X2 = −1 , (D.1)

in the geometry
ds2 = −dT 2

1 − dT 2
2 + dX2 . (D.2)

The appropriate embedding to obtain AdS2 in Kruskal and Schwarzschild-like coordinates
in the right asymptotic region is

T1 = V + U

1 + UV
= β

2π

√
(r − r+)(r − r−) sinh 2πt

β
,

T2 = 1− UV
1 + UV

= 2r − r− − r+
r+ − r−

,

X = V − U
1 + UV

= β

2π

√
(r − r+)(r − r−) cosh 2πt

β
.
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The left asymptotic region can be covered in Schwarzschild-like coordinates by adding iβ/2
to t.20 Since our geometry is purely AdS2, we know that the geodesic distance between two
spacelike separated points (T1, T2, X) and (T ′1, T ′2, X ′) is given by

cosh d = T1T
′
1 + T2T

′
2 −XX ′ . (D.3)

With this information at hand, we can compute the geodesic distance between two points
in each asymptotic boundary. In order to do that, since we are taking into account the
backreaction of a null particle that bounces somewhere along its trajectory, we first need to
consider that the geodesic might pass through the particle either before or after it bounces.
Let us first consider connecting both boundary points by a geodesic that meets the shell
before it bounces, i.e. it meets the shell at a point (Uw, Vm ≤ Vb). Using the embedding
coordinates, we can compute the total distance d = d1 + d2 between the two boundaries
along curves which are geodesics until meeting the shell. Here, d1 is the geodesic distance
from the left asymptotic boundary (tL, rc) to a point V along the trajectory of the particle
and d2 is the geodesic distance from there to the right asymptotic boundary (tR, rc). We
find in the large rc limit

ed = ββ̃2r2
ce
− 2πtL

β̃ e
2πtR
β

4π3

(
e
− 2πtR

β + Uw

)(
e

2πtL
β̃ − Ũw

)(
1− e−

2πtR
β V

)
Ũw(1 + UwV )2 ·

·
(
e

2πtL
β̃ (r̃+ − r+ + (r̃+ − r−)UwV ) + Ũw(r+ + r−UwV − r̃−(1 + UwV )

)
.

(D.4)

Not all gluings of such pairs of geodesics are themselves a geodesic of the perturbed geometry.
To find the actual geodesic distance between the two boundaries, we must extremize d
with respect to V . In other words, we need to find the point V = Vm at which the gluing
actually yields the geodesic of the perturbed geometry connecting both sides. We find a
maximum at

Vm = 1
Uw

(r+ − r̃−)− (r− + r̃− − 2r+)e∆tR + δr+e
∆tL + (r− − r+ + δr+)e∆tLe∆tR

(e∆tL − 1)(2 + e∆tR)r− + (r̃− + r+) + r̃−e∆tR − e∆tL(r+ + r̃+ + r̃+e∆tR)
(D.5)

where we defined
δr+ = r̃+ − r+ , δr− = r̃− − r− (D.6)

and
∆tL = 2π

β̃
(tL − twL) , ∆tR = 2π

β
(−twL − tR) . (D.7)

Evaluating eq. (D.4) at V = Vm yields

e−L = 64π4e∆tLe∆tR

β2β̃2r2
c

[
δr− + (r̃− − r+)e∆tR + (r− − r̃+)e∆tL − δr+e∆tLe∆tR

]2 , (D.8)

where L is the geodesic distance. A priori, this computation is only valid for boundary
times such that Vm ≤ Vb. Afterwards, the geodesic will start meeting the particle at a point

20Such an analytic continuation yields a coordinate that flows down on the left asymptotic region. We
will make it flow up by taking t→ −t after doing the analytic continuation.
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(Um ≥ Uw, Vb). We can follow an analogous procedure to find the geodesic distance L′ in this
case. The expression turns out to be the same as (D.8) if the DTR condition is satisfied, i.e.
if we impose eqs. (4.11) and (4.12). In this case we also find that Vm = Vb ⇐⇒ Um = Uw,
i.e. as we move the boundary times, the geodesic smoothly interpolates between the constant
Uw and constant Vb parts of the particle trajectory. In summary, when the DTR condition is
satisfied, the geodesic distance is always given by (D.8) and as a consequence it is completely
smooth across the turning point as we change the boundary times.
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