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1 Introduction

Recent years have seen much progress in understanding the holographic duality between
3D vector-like theories and Vasiliev’s higher-spin gauge theories in 4D anti-de Sitter space
(AdS;) [1-6].! According to the Klebanov-Polyakov conjecture, the singlet operators of
the 3D O(N) or U(N) vector model at large N are dual to the Vasiliev higher spin fields in
the bulk AdS, [17-25].2 The singlet constraint can be dynamically imposed by gauging the
global symmetry and adding a Chern-Simons (CS) kinetic term for the gauge field [22, 30—
32]. The singlet (CS-gauged) vector models constructed in this way are conjectured to be
dual to the parity-violating Vasiliev theory in AdSy.

Singlet vector models can also be studied on higher genus spatial surfaces [33]. In
particular, on a spatial torus, these theories contain a set of states whose energies scale
as 1/N. These states are exactly degenerate at N = oo, which corresponds to a classical
theory in the bulk. Such light states arise due to the non-trivial dynamics of the CS
theory on spaces with a non-trivial fundamental group [34, 35]; they are not present in the
Vasiliev theories studied before, and remain mysterious from the bulk point of view. Any
bulk theory that is conjectured to be dual to the singlet vector model on the boundary
should be able to accommodate these states.

IThere have also been very interesting parallel developments of this story. The dual of the three-
dimensional higher spin gauge theory on AdSs has been identified as the large-N limit of Wy minimal
models in two dimensions [7], and these theories have also been related to a string theory on AdSs [8] (see
also [9, 10]). The status and applicability of the higher-spin realization of dS/CFT correspondence has also
been fleshed out [11-16].

2Refs. [26-29] have attempted to derive this duality from first principles.



Ref. [25] has recently made a very interesting proposal of the duality between super-
symmetric versions of Vasiliev theory in the bulk and bifundamental CS-matter theory
on the boundary with a simply connected spatial manifold. In this paper we supplement
their results by studying a simple, non-supersymmetric bifundamental CS-matter model
in various spacetimes. We focus on a theory with the gauge group SU(N); x SU(M)_g,
where (k,—k) are the levels of the (SU(N),SU(M)) CSterms. The matter is a scalar field
transforming in the bifundamental representation (N, M) of the gauge group, and we work
in the 't Hooft limit where we take N, M, and k to infinity while keeping A = N/k and
&= M/N fixed. At N = oo, the two regimes of interest are £ = 0, corresponding to a finite
M, or £ > 0, corresponding to the double-scaling limit described above. In the bulk, these
two regimes map to regimes of zero and non-zero bulk 't Hooft coupling, respectively.® In
the limit when £ is small the difference from the fundamental vector model with gauge
group SU(N) is expected to be small. To see finite-M effects as £ is taken to zero, one
must keep track of O(1/N) corrections in the bifundamental computation, which we do
not do in this paper.

Various aspects of CS theory coupled to fundamental matter have been studied in detail
in [30-33, 36-48]. In section 2 we study, following [25, 31], the non-supersymmetric CS
theory coupled to bifundamental scalar matter. We compute the two-loop S-functions of the
theory and find two lines of fixed points parametrized by the gauge coupling A. In section 3,
following [33], we study the CS-bifundamental theories on a spatial torus. Encouragingly,
we find that there are no exactly degenerate states in the ’t Hooft limit. Instead, we
find that the gap is proportional to &, when £ is small, and along the way we develop a
straightforward diagrammatic way of arranging the perturbation theory in £. Finally, in
the concluding section, we point out how these results suggest that bifundamental theories
can be used to regulate fundamental matter theories by tuning the ratio £ of the two
ranks in a bifundamental theory. On a spatial torus, by changing £ one tunes the mass
of the gauge field holonomies and, at £ ~ 1/N, transitions into a phase that looks like
the fundamental theory (i.e. the singlet vector model) on a torus. This indicates that the
heretofore mysterious modification of Vasiliev theory that can accommodate for the light
states found in [33] should be attainable as a particular limit of the bulk theory studied
in [25].

A note on conventions is in order. The two papers on which our analysis rests, [31]
and [33], employ different conventions and have slightly different actions. In order to be
able to check that our computations correctly reduce to the results of these two papers, we
work with different actions in different sections of this paper; in each section we follow the
conventions of its guiding reference.

2 Perturbative fixed points

We consider an SU(N), x SU(M)_j Euclidean CS theory coupled to scalars in the bifun-
damental representation (N, M). Without loss of generality we will take M < N. The

3This is so because, in the bulk, the SU(M) group can be understood as a gauge group with gauge
coupling 1/N. Please see [25] for further details.



partition function of our theory is
Z = /[dA dBdg¢le ™, (2.1)

and the action that contains all the marginal terms is
S = ;—k /TrN (AdA + 232143> - ;ﬁ /ﬂM (BdB + 231133> —|—/d3x Tras ((Du) D)
™ T

b [ Eo{ D D60 + 2 Tou(o0) Tra (0102 + £ [Tt} (22)
The covariant derivative is
D,¢ = 0,6 —iA,¢ +ipB,. (2.3)

The bifundamental scalar, ¢, is an N x M matrix transforming as ¢ — U@V' for U €
SU(N), V € SU(M), and A and B are Hermitian connections transforming as A
UAU' +iUdUT and B — VBVT +iVdVT. The traces Try/pr are taken in the funda-
mental representations of SU(N) and SU(M), respectively. Lie algebra conventions and
the Feynman rules stemming from this action are collected in appendix A.

In this section we perform the fixed point analysis of the ’t Hooft limit perturbatively
in A = N/k. We work to two-loop order, closely following the work of [31]. The CS coupling
g% = 4 /k is quantized and does not run under RG flows; hence we only need to compute
the p-functions for g1, go, and g3. These are found by computing the two-loop amplitude

M = QL6 0k O O s Bran ) (2.4)
when all external momenta are zero. At tree level, this amplitude is given by,
Miree = — g1 (5i’j’5jk5k’l’5lm5m’n’5ni + 11 permutations)—
— 92(04# 010k 01Oy Onm + 17 permutations)—
— 93(0ij105i0k117 01Oty Orum + 5 permutations) . (2.5)

Once loop corrections are introduced, the amplitude must be regulated by counterterms
0g;(u) multiplying the above tensor structures. These counterterms depend on the sub-
traction scale p and can be used to extract the S-functions §; of all three couplings. We
will use dimensional reduction® to regulate the UV divergences, and we will work in the
minimal subtraction scheme.

Despite the apparent complexity of this computation, Aharony et al. have shown that,
remarkably, only eight diagrams need to be computed when dealing with fundamental

5

CS-matter to two-loop order [31].° The same argument goes through for bifundamental

CS-matter (figure 1). The additional complication in our case is the existence of two gauge

4The CS term cannot be written in general d # 3 dimensions, and so the standard dimensional regular-
ization cannot be applied to CS-matter theories. Instead, one uses the dimensional reduction scheme where
the tensor algebra appearing in the Feynman integrals is done in three dimensions and then the resulting
scalar integral is analytically continued to general space dimensions. This preserves gauge invariance at
least up to two loops. See [40] for details.

°In an earlier version of this paper, a diagram that is zero for O(N) was mistakenly concluded to be
zero for U(N), based on the findings in [31]. We thank Guy Gur-Ari and Raghu Mahajan for extensive
discussions that have clarified this issue.



(A1) (A2) (A3) (A4)
(A5) (A6) (A7) (A8)

Figure 1. The Feynman diagrams that contribute to the flowing of six-point couplings at two
loops. This representation is schematic. Each six-point coupling in diagrams (A1), (A4), and (AS8)
must be treated as a single-, double-, or triple-trace coupling in turn. Similarly, each gauge boson
must be treated as either an A, or a B, boson.

fields and two additional multi-trace scalar six-point couplings, so each diagram in the
fundamental matter theory can be thought to generate a number of related diagrams in the
bifundamental theory, each with the same momentum structure but with different index
contractions and multiplicity. These are all straightforward to enumerate and compute.

The Feynman rules are given in appendix A, and applying them gives

(A1): 6g1 = —3g1g (N2 + M?) Iy,
692 = g* [2g1 (N + M) — 3go(N? + M? — ANM)] a1,

693 = g" [24g1 + 12(N + M)gs — 3g3(N? + M?* — ANM)|1 a1, (2.6)
(A2): 6g1 = 3¢%(N? + M? —8NM)1s, 892 = 58¢g8(N + M) 4z,

893 = —12¢%1 5. (2.7)
(A3): 6g1 = —3¢5(N? 4+ M?)I 43, 6ga = —2¢g5(N + M)I3,

893 = 12¢°I43, (2.8)
(Ad): 6g1 =24g1g"NM14y, g2 = 24g* (g1(N + M) + goNM) Ty,

893 = 24g3g* N M1 44, (2.9)
(A5): 6g1 = —48¢°NMlys, 8go = 16g%(N + M)I 5, 893 =0, (2.10)
(A6): dg1 =0, 6go = —2(N + M) ¢8I 46, 893 = —20¢°1 46, (2.11)
(A7): 691 =0, 5go = —20g%(N + M)I7, 5g3 = —168¢°I 47, (2.12)
(A8): g1 =39INMIys, 592 = (397 (N + M) + 49192 N M) I 15 ,

893 =6(g7 + g192(N + M) + ggNM) s . (2.13)



The quantities I 4; label the dimensionally regulated momentum space integrals, which
evaluate to

11 11 3 1 3
Ip1=1as=ITs3=1a5=1s5= - = - Tag=— - Ia7r= —.
m=ln=lag=ls=lw=o5- lau=1757, lw=—gs57, lar=g57
(2.14)
Now we can switch to the 't Hooft couplings,
A=¢’N, AN =gN?  A=gNM, I\=gN>M} (2.15)

and find that the counterterms are given by

oA = 555 [EA] — (1 — 166 + €)M A% — 24607]
1
Sho = 3972 [BEA+OM+4EN A +50 £(1+EA N —3(1—24E+E2) AN +33 E(1+ENY]
2 2
OAg = T9,2s [25 M 42614 6N Ao + 26N
+ 8NN+ 4E(L+ 6NN — (1 —20€ + EP)A3A? — TAE2N . (2.16)
As a rudimentary check, we notice that taking £ = 1/N makes the contributions

to 0A; from diagrams (A2) and (A3) exactly cancel, leaving diagram (A1) as the only
process contributing to the g-function for A;; the same non-trivial cancellation occurs in
the fundamental CS-matter model. Moreover, in this limit, the counterterms are all the

same, and are given by
3

3272
This is precisely the leading N behavior found in [31]. This is expected, as each of the

SN = — == Ni\Z (2.17)

three traces in the action (2.2) should collapse to the usual six-point term for fundamental
matter, (¢T¢)3, and so all three couplings A; should flow in the same way.

The field strength renormalization can be found by computing two-loop corrections to
<¢L,¢jj). These are given by four diagrams on figure 2, and these are regulated by the
following counterterms [40]:

4

(Bl): 07 =— 2(N2 +M2)8 (2.18)
(B2): 67 = 22; <N2 Z ML 4NM> é , (2.19)
(B3): 67 = 946]7\34;, (2.20)
(BA): 07— ggy; (2.21)

The total counterterm needed, expressed in terms of 't Hooft couplings, is
)\2
0Z = 3 —40¢ +3 2.22
o (3 0+ 3% (222)

This result precisely reduces to the leading N result found in [31] when £ = 1/N.
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Figure 2. A schematic depiction of diagrams contributing to the field strength renormalization to
two loops.

The B-functions, 3; = pd,N;, are now found using standard methods. In dimen-
sional reduction (regularization), the scale independence of the bare six-point couplings

requires that

0 [ 2c i 0N } =0. (2.23)

Foull' (1102)3

This is the renormalization group equation. Differentiating through and setting pd,\ =
—e) (the CS coupling runs with the scale in d — & dimensions), we find

A(0N;) 0(072) A(0N;)

Bi = —2¢ (5)\,'—)\]' 8)\]' +3)\i)\j 8)\]' ]+E)\|: N

952

o\ (2.24)

— 3\

Knowing that the counterterms are all quadratic or quartic functions of the couplings
simplifies these expressions down to

Substituting the counterterms (2.16) and (2.22) finally yields

B = 16; [3AF 4+ 8A1A% — 72X, (2.26)

By = % [BAT(1+ &) + 4 M2 4+ 50(1 + )M A + 32 M0 + 33(1 + E)AY] (2.27)

B3 = 8% [B(EAT + 23 + (L 4+ M A2) + 126N AT+ 6(1 + E)AA? + 10 A3A% — 111 €N .
(2.28)

In agreement with [31], we find that the [-functions all become suppressed when
& =1/N. At finite £, we find two lines of fixed points parametrized by A and given by

2

x;:g(—zi\/%)v, (2.29)
21458 £7
M= 2227 %146, 2.30
2 8 /58 +10 1+ (230
\e_ 1 6313103 2056+/58) (1 4 £2) 4 (900002 F 348400+/58)¢ \2 (2.31)
37 71920 (V/58 + 10)2 ' '

These two lines of fixed points are shown on figure 3.
We have found this two-loop fixed line in the large-N limit, but our analysis holds for
any value of the fixed ratio £ = M/N. It will be interesting to see if this holds to all-loop
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Figure 3. Two sets of fixed points parametrized by the 't Hooft coupling A in the weak cou-
pling regime at £ = 1/2. The diagram on the left corresponds to choosing the plus sign in
eqs. (2.29)—(2.31).

order, at least in the large- /N limit. We can see that as the 't Hooft coupling goes to zero
the fixed points approach the trivial value zero, which is consistent with the fact that that
the model has no fixed points in the absence of the CS term.

It is easy to see that, at both fixed point lines, the sign of the Ay coupling is opposite
that of the other two couplings. Both lines could be stable. To answer that question one
has to compute the Coleman-Weinberg potential and see if the potential is bounded from
below for the specific values of the coupling constants. We will not try to do that in this
paper, but an argument may be given which shows that there is no tachyonic mode —
at least for small values of the 't Hooft coupling A. For example, one could compute the
self-energy of the scalar field and look for unphysical poles. In our case the self-energy
at least up to two-loop order does not get any contribution from the six-point couplings,
and so there cannot be a tachyonic pole caused by the negative coupling constants of the
six-point interactions.

In addition, the conformal symmetry may be spontaneously broken. For example, the
conformal symmetry is spontaneously broken in the vector model with only a ¢% interaction
and no CS term, if the coupling constant \g is greater than 47%. It will be interesting to
compute the Coleman-Weinberg potential and study this spontaneous breaking, but we
leave that for future research.

3 No light states on a torus

In this section we change gears and study the low-energy, small-A limit of the CS-bifun-
damental theory on the torus in a spacetime with Lorentzian signature. Our goal is to
retrieve the spectrum of the theory; our methods closely follow those in [33]. We will see
that this spectrum has no state whose energy vanishes in the 't Hooft limit. In principle,
one should study the full bifundamental theory with its potential terms. Instead, we will
study the toy theory with only the CS terms and the covariant kinetic terms for the scalar
field. This captures the essential physics at small 't Hooft coupling and at energy low
compared to the inverse size (KK scale) of the spatial torus.



3.1 Low-energy effective Hamiltonian

As usual, we canonically quantize in the gauge Ag = By = 0, where 0 denotes the time
component. We are interested in low-energy degrees of freedom only, and so we disregard
the spatially varying (non-zero momentum) modes of all of the fields, as these necessarily
have a gap set by the size of the torus.® This is just dimensional reduction onto a sin-
gle spatial point; naturally, the dimensionally reduced theory is just a form of quantum
mechanics. Its Lagrangian can be written as

L= % Tr (A1As — B1Bs) + Tr (¢7¢ — ¢TA%¢ — 9B + 24,6B;¢") . (3.1)
Note that the minus signs in the ¢?A? terms come from our choice of the metric convention
(mostly minus). From here on, we treat all variables (A;, B;, and ¢, with i = 1,2 and
A? = A;A; = A? + A3) as matrices of ¢- or g-numbers, and we drop the indices on the
traces. Moreover, to compactify notation, we write the sum of traces as a trace of a sum,
even when the matrices in this sum are not all of the same dimension.

In [33], a simpler version of this model — the one arising from the theory of fundamental
scalars coupled to one gauge field — was studied by canonical quantization, treating the
qﬁTqub term perturbatively in 1/N. This method readily gives the spectrum of the theory,
and we will follow the same approach here. We will also develop a formal justification for
using perturbation theory.

Letting ¢ = 47 /k, we choose the canonical variables defined by

=9 pre. Ay=-LQ,1 = I pT° By=-2Q.T% (3.2

V2 V2 7 V2

We use a, b, etc. to denote generators of SU(N), and «, [, etc. to denote generators of
SU(M). The Hamiltonian is

H=Tr (7TT7T> + %gz(Pan + QaQb)Mab(¢)

~ G (PaPs + QaQp)M(¢) + g2 (PuPo — QuQa)M™(¢), (3.3)
with
M®(¢) = Tr (¢'T°T"9) , (3.4)
M*(¢) = Tr (¢T*T7¢7) ,
M(¢) = Tr (T¢T¢'). (3.6)

It is useful to switch to variables that will give the ladder operators upon quantization,

and so we let

(ch +ca) Qo = L(le —¢Ca), (3.7)

P,
“ iv2
1

HS‘H
[\

Pazi(dTaJFda)a Qo =

I
—
S
=
\
QU
Q
SN—

(3.8)

N

~

[\]
Q

6See [33] for a detailed discussion on the justification of this process.



The Hamiltonian becomes
1
H=Tr(rlr) + 592 (cac) + chep)M(9)
1

+ 59° (dadly + dldg) M () + g (cldl, + cada) M*(9). (3.9)
Notice that the choice of a negative level for the SU(M) CS action translates into the last
term of the Hamiltonian above. This term allows for simultaneous creation of SU(N) and
SU(M) holonomies. In other words, the conserved quantum number of “particles” created
by the ¢,’s and d,’s will be the difference (rather than the sum) of numbers of “particles”

of each species.
To quantize the holonomy degrees of freedom, we impose

lcarch) = 0w [da,db] = das. (3.10)

Using 79T = Cy(N) for SU(N) (or for any simple group) and likewise for SU(M), the
normal-ordered Hamiltonian becomes
1
H =Tr (n'7) + 2g%(Co(N) + Co(M) Tr (6'9)
+ g ey M(6) + g% dhdy MO () + g2 (cldl, + cada) Mo (). (3.11)
and we see that the scalar fields will acquire a mass due to the vacuum energy of the
holonomies. This mass is set by

_27T

k

m? = 92 (CQ(N) + CQ(M)) (CQ(N) + CQ(M)) . (3.12)

N | =

The mass of the holonomy excitations will be set by the vacuum energy of the scalar

excitations, and to find it we must quantize the scalars as well. We let

ﬂ'E\/?(bT—FCL), ¢Ei\/127m(bT—a), (3.13)

where a and b are, respectively, N x M and M x N g-number matrices. The conjugation

operation T acts on such a matrix by transposing it and taking a Hermitian conjugate of
each g-number element. We impose cannonical commutation relations on each of the N M
elements of a or b, and so instead of the standard cyclicity of the trace we have

Tr (aaT) =Tr (aTa) +NM. (3.14)
Similarly, for an M x M matrix T', we find
Tr (aTa') = Tr (Tala) + N Tr T (3.15)
and, for an N x N matrix S,

Tr (SaTaT) =Tr (TaTSa) + (TrT)(Tr S). (3.16)



These identities allow us to find the normal-ordered form of the Hamiltonian, which is
H=m'Tr (bTb + aTa) +mNM
+ g% cley M®(a,b) + g2 di,ds M (a,b) + ¢° (el d], + cada) M (a,b) (3.17)
where, using Tr(T?T?) = C(N)§,

M 1

M (a,b) = %C(N)aau% Tr (a'TT a+ 1T b—bT* T a—a  TT?bY) (3.18)
N 1

M (a,b) = 270(1\4)5% +o - Tr (T°TPa' a+-b'T*TPb—aTTPb—bITTPat),  (3.19)
m m

1 1
M (a,b) = o—(Te T*)(Te T%)+ o — Tr (T°a"Ta+T* b T*b—T T —T*aT™D) .
m m
(3.20)
3.2 The unperturbed spectrum

The spectrum is now easily found using perturbation theory. We shift the ground state
energy to zero and choose the unperturbed Hamiltonian to be

Ho=mTr (bTb + aTa) + mgyv) Tr (CTC) + mguar) Tr (de)
2
+ 2”# Tr (a'clea + cebTd + didaTa + bdidb) . (3.21)
m

This Hamiltonian can be exactly diagonalized in the 't Hooft limit. The Hilbert space is
spanned by the standard SHO eigenstates of the quadratic part of Hp, and we will later
show that the quartic term merely provides a correction to some of the eigenenergies.
Hence, we will from now on adopt the usual language of creation/annihilation operators.
The term that we have to treat perturbatively, V = H — Hy, is

2 2
V= —Q’L Tr (befea + a'cleb’ + ad'db + bd'da) + 2’4 (chdl, + cada)M*(a,b),  (3.22)
m m

where M%(a,b) is defined in eq. (3.20). We have already disregarded the terms propor-
tional to the traces of group generators, as these are zero for the case at hand.

The unperturbed Hamiltonian contains a mass term for the holonomy degrees of
freedom. For any gauge group, one set of holonomy excitations has a bare mass of
g*MC(N)/2m.” In our case, the generators 7% are in the fundamental representation
of SU(N), for which C(N) = 1/2 and C3(N) = (N? — 1)/2N. In the 't Hooft limit
(N — oo while N/k = X and M/N = ¢ are held fixed) the bare mass is

We approach the regime of CS coupled to fundamental matter by taking & — 0, and in this

limit the holonomy states become light, as found in [33]. On the other hand, the states of
the other holonomy have bare mass g? NC(M)/2m, and in the 't Hooft limit this is

1 1
= — . .24
msu(mM) 1+€mocﬁ 1+§ (3 )

"As already hinted, this mass will be corrected by some of the quartic terms, and hence we refer to the

coefficients of the quadratic terms in Ho as bare masses.

~10 -



These states remain massive as we approach the fundamental representation by letting &
become O(1/N).

The physical eigenstates of the unperturbed Hamiltonian must be invariant under the
remaining SU(N) x SU(M ) gauge transformations. Thus, if |€2) is the vacuum of the theory,
C(T1|Q> is not a physical state, but Tr(ct)? is, and so is any state created by a gauge-invariant

combination of creation operators.® The operators we consider transform as
d=udut,  d—vdvt, d e vdUut, b= UV, (3.25)

(Recall that ¢l and df are N x N and M x M matrices, while af is M x N and bt is N x M)
The following single-trace operators are all gauge-invariant:

Ch=Tr (CT)n, D, =Tr (dT)n, ehl =y [HaT (CT)kibT (dT)el} . (3.26)

The vectors k and ¢ have n components each, and it is understood that permuting the
entries of either one does not generate a physically new state. Furthermore, due to the
relations between traces of matrix powers, not all single-trace operators are independent.
For instance, out of the holonomy degrees of freedom, only Co,...,Cy and Ds,..., Dy are
independent; the others can all be written as multi-trace combinations of these operators.
The interdependence of these operators is a finite-N or high-energy effect, and it will not
figure in our analysis of the low-energy spectrum.

The states created by these operators must all have unit norm. In the 't Hooft limit,
one can check that the correct normalization is

on/2 q
’Cn> = WWCMQ% (3~27)
on/2 1
‘Dn> = %WDMQ); (3~28)
ehd) — 2(k+0)/2 1 A - -

O, k=) ki, (=) 4. (3.29)
=1

k+n l+n n
/s NGHm2 ) )2 2

Above we use s to denote the “symmetry factor”, with s = n if ¢; = ¢/n and k; = k/n for
all 7, and with s = 1 otherwise. These normalizations can be derived using planar diagram
techniques that we will introduce below, and then we will also explain why one may think
of each gauge boson as contributing a factor of 1/v/N or 1/v/M to the normalization of a
state, while each pair of scalar excitations contributes 1/v NM.

We will now demonstrate that the states (3.27), (3.28), and (3.29) are approximate
eigenstates of the Hamiltonian Hy, given by (3.21). Focus on the action of the quartic terms
on these states. Each of the quartic terms annihilates any |C,) or |Dy,), so states formed
from purely gauge excitations have unperturbed masses equal to their bare masses. (The
lightest state in the spectrum, |Cz), falls in this group, and has bare/unperturbed energy
2mgy(ny-) Similarly, states ]52’0> with only matter excitations preserve their bare mass

8The state Tr(c")|Q) is not physical because the generators of SU(N) are traceless.
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once the quartics in Hy are introduced. All other states will be non-trivial eigenstates of
the quartic operators in Hy, at least at large N. For instance, |511 ’0> is an exact eigenstate
of Hy. A short computation shows that

Tr (aTcTca) |€11’0> = N(Ell’o) Tr (aT f ) Tr (aTchT) |©2)
=N Tr (a'clectdl) Q)
N
= 5\5}’%. (3.30)

Similarly, ]511 ’0> is an eigenstate of Tr(ceb'b) with the same eigenvalue, and so

_4+3
C1+¢

2
Hy|&1°) = <2m + mgu(n) + 9N> 1£1°) m| &Y. (3.31)

2m

In general, it is true that

2 2

97y (aletea) |E9F) = I T (Aebt) [ELF) = n(1 — b,9) " |5F 1
2mTr(acca)|5n> 2mTr(ccbb)|5n> n(1 5470)1+£]5n >+O<N> (3.32)
and

9 (dida’a)|EEF) = 7 (bl dldb)[EEF) = n(1—5,0) " e0Fy v O = (3.33)
om T o nol RO N) ‘

The 1/N corrections come from the multi-trace operators generated by the action of the
quartics on some of the n > 1 states. For instance, take n = 2 and 7= (1,1); we find
N 5(171)70
Tr (afclea) (€50 0) = N1E{MD0) 4 (2i10)|51170, &9, (3.34)
N2(&7)
where we use N(O) to denote the normalization of the state created by O, as shown in
egs. (3.27), (3.28), and (3.29). The second term has an O(1) coefficient that is negligible
in the 't Hooft limit.
The upshot of these calculations is that the unperturbed Hamiltonian at large N and
M has the same eigenstates as the quadratic, SHO Hamiltonian, with unperturbed energies

Eo(Cn) = nmgu(ny ,
Eo(Dyp) = nmgsy(ar) (3.35)
Eo(E5%) = 2nm + [€ + 2n(1 — 6,0) [ msu(n) + [k + 2n(1 — dk0) | msu(ar -

3.3 Perturbative corrections

The remaining quartic couplings, assembled in (3.22), can be treated perturbatively. We
wish to find corrections F,, to energies of the non-degenerate eigenstates of Hy. Calculating
E,’s at n > 2 can in principle be done by the usual methods of quantum-mechanical
perturbation theory. However, studying all possible contractions between traces quickly
becomes a very involved task.
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Figure 4. Some of the interactions that appear in perturbation theory, as follows from the per-
turbation potential V' in eq. (3.22). Time flows from left to right, as indicated by the arrows on
the scalars. All other allowed vertices are found by switching the time direction or by exchanging
c <> dor a < b. For the purposes fo counting planar diagrams, it is crucial to preserve the correct
ordering of lines that emerge from each vertex (not shown in the figure); these must match the order
of appearance in the trace contained in V', and one is only allowed to cyclically permute them.

We will now show that, fortunately, perturbative calculations drastically simplify by
using a diagrammatic technique that automatically keeps track of index contractions in
expressions like (s1|V|s2)(s2|V|s3)(s3|V|s1). We do not rederive quantum mechanical per-
turbation theory; we merely note that known expressions for perturbative corrections can
be efficiently encoded using diagrams. The “Feynman rules” for computing energy correc-
tions are as follows:

1. The perturbatively corrected energy E(O) of a state |O) can be represented as a
Feynman diagram computation of the self-energy of this state. Each of the particle
species (a, b, ¢ and d) is assigned a distinct line in these diagrams.

2. Draw all diagrams that have the particles comprising |@) in both the in- and the
out-state. Each interaction is represented by a four-point vertex, see figure 4. The
amplitude (out|V[in) contains only one vertex. The n'® order correction to the energy,
E,(O), comes from diagrams with n vertices, with the sum over intermediate states
replaced by the sum over planar, connected diagrams. The planar diagrams are those
in which no lines cross; when drawing diagrams, it is important to note that diagrams
can be planar up to a cyclic rearrangement of lines coming out of a vertex.
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Figure 5. Converting to double-line notation. Dashed lines correspond to indices running from 1
to N, and full lines correspond to indices running from 1 to M.

3. For each vertex in a given diagram, write a factor of g2 /2m with the sign that appears
in eq. (3.22).

4. For each internal gauge boson contraction in a given diagram, write a factor of 1/2.
This is because the gauge boson propagator is found through

1 1
<cij(cf)kl> = <cacZ>T{;~T£l = T3 Ty + (norm. ord.) = §6ij5kl+(n0rm. ord.)+O<N> .
(3.36)
The scalar propagator has no corresponding prefactors, so we can just contract scalars
with each other without further worries. We must only contract particles of one type

with other particles of the same type.

5. For each amplitude (out|V|in), write a factor of 1/,/sinSout to account for the correct
normalization of each intermediate state. Here s is the symmetry factor introduced
in eq. (3.29).

6. For each intermediate state |S) different from the incoming state |O), write a factor
of 1/(Eo(O) — Ey(S)). This allows us to mimic the results from perturbation theory.

7. Each time an intermediate state is |O), i.e. when we encounter a one-particle-reducible
diagram, write a factor of —1. If |O) appeared k times as an intermediate state, take
the non-zero energy differences E(O)— E(S;), write all possible products of n—k—1 of
these differences, sum the inverses of each product, and multiply the total amplitude
by this factor.

8. Finally, and most importantly, write down the factors of N and M that come from
internal indices that got contracted. These can be found by converting each Feynman
diagram into a double-line diagram & la 't Hooft (see figure 5) and counting the
number of loops associated to each of the two types of indices. These loop numbers
are the powers of N and M that must be written for each diagram. It is important
to note that we use the double-line notation only to count the relevant powers of N
and M and not to find all possible diagrams and compute them; if we applied the
typical double-line analysis of 't Hooft, we would end up computing diagrams that
do not represent processes in perturbation theory.
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These rules allow for a quick estimate of the size of the effect of each order in pertur-
bation theory. To do so, notice that each energy is of order m ~ /), while each vertex
contributes a factor of order ﬁ/N . At order n, the product of these factors gives ﬁ/N n,
On the other hand, a connected diagram in double-line notation can only have up to n
loops in total.” Any diagrams with fewer than n loops will be suppressed in the 't Hooft
limit, so they may be discarded. If a diagram has exactly n loops, some of these loops will
be M-loops and some will be N-loops. In the case of interest to us (i.e. when computing
corrections to F(Cs), which we will do in the next section in order to find the gap in the
theory), studying the allowed vertices shows that a diagram of order 2n will have n loops
of each type, while a diagram of order 2n 4+ 1 will have n + 1 M-loops and n N-loops.
Thus, perturbation theory gives an expansion in powers of £ = M/N, with perturbations
of orders 2n — 1 and 2n both being suppressed by &”. This shows that perturbation theory
is well-defined at low energies (where the 1/N corrections cannot be compensated for by
pure combinatorics, i.e. where n < N). In particular, in the case of fundamental matter
coupled to CS theory, £ becomes of order 1/N, and we recover the perturbation in powers
of 1/N found in [33].

3.4 State normalizations and vacuum amplitudes

The rules above are a bit formal and perhaps unintuitive. As already mentioned, the
double-line formalism can be used to simply derive the normalizations of physical states,
as given in egs. (3.27)—(3.29). As an illustration of our diagrammatic approach — and as a
means of justifying the specifics of our Feynman rules — we now derive these normalizations
and explain the origin of the symmetry factors s.

Consider any gauge-invariant creation operator . Let the normalized state created
by this operator be |O) = NO|Q). The normalization condition is

(0]0) = N2(Q|OTO|Q) = 1. (3.37)

How is this condition to be achieved?

The first expectation value, (O]0O), is given by the zero-vertex diagram with particles
from |O) being both in- and out-going states. Following the Feynman rules we formulated,
we find that there are precisely s planar diagrams, where s is the symmetry factor intro-
duced earlier. Only these diagrams need be taken into account. There are no vertices,
intermediate states, or internal gauge boson contractions, so each diagram is just given a
value of 1/4/s - s as per rule 5. The symmetry factors cancel each other out, and this shows
that the way we have defined the symmetry factor and Feynman rules precisely ensures
that each gauge-invariant state is normalized.

9This is so because each vertex contributes a total of eight outgoing lines in double-line notation, and
four of these must be “wasted” on ensuring that the diagram is actually connected. This leaves four lines
per vertex. Looking at the allowed vertices, we find that the new lines emanating from each vertex must be
a pair of N-lines and a pair of M-lines. There are no loops involving just one vertex allowed by the theory,
so each vertex must pair up with at least one more vertex to give a loop. Thus, there can be no more than
one loop per vertex.
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The second expectation value is a vacuum amplitude, and the normalization factor is
given as the inverse square root of this amplitude. Now O acts as an interaction term,
and all it does is insert a vertex that creates all the particles in |O) with their indices
properly contracted in the past. The diagram giving (Q|OTO|Q) can be drawn by using
the diagram for (O]0O), focusing on the external states, and connecting all adjacent lines
in the double-line notation, with the first line being connected to the last one. These
connections correspond to index contractions as they appear in the trace. Each boson
contraction is now an internal one, and this accounts for the factors of two appearing in
the normalization. Each incoming particle now also gives rise to a loop (in the ’t Hooft
limit), and these account for the factors of N and M in the normalization. (In particular,
our heuristic N-counting is justified; each pair of ¢ and b matter particles contributes
NM to the vacuum amplitude, each ¢ boson contributes IV, and each d boson contributes
M.) Finally, it is now apparent that there can be only s diagrams that contribute at
leading order in N; only diagrams that are planar or that can be made planar by cyclic
permutations contribute, and there are exactly s of these. In short, we conclude that the
vacuum amplitude is

i >#(c>+#<d>

QOO = 5 - (NM)#E) . N#E) | (@) (

5 : (3.38)

where the #’s count the number of ¢!’s, d’s, and a'b! pairs in ©. The normalization factor
N =1/1/(Q|0T0|Q) is thus precisely what has been stated in eqs. (3.27)—(3.29).

3.5 Perturbative calculation of the gap

As an application of interest for studying the low-energy behavior of the system, we now
show how the diagrammatic rules above can be used to calculate the first correction to the
gap of the system.

The ground state only receives corrections from disconnected (bubble) diagrams. As
usual, these do not affect the gap calculation; they merely renormalize the ground state
energy which we may always shift to zero. (This is why we only need to compute connected
diagrams, as per rule 2.) Thus, we take E(Q2) = Ey(2) = 0. The only corrections to the
gap come from the corrections to F(Cs), the energy of the first excited state.

The state [C2) has energy Ey(C2) = 2msy(ny, and so the unperturbed gap is

2m
Ao = Eop(C2) — Eo(©) = 2msy(n) = 1+£§ =26V A + O(£%). (3.39)
The first order corrections is trivially
Eq(Ca) = (C2]V[Ce) = 0. (3.40)

The second order correction is non-trivial, and hence we resort to the Feynman rules
developed in the previous section.

We have already argued that E2(Cq) scales like £, and is hence of the same order as the
unperturbed energy. The diagrams contributing up to second order in perturbation theory
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Figure 6. The three diagrams that contribute to E(C3) up to second order in perturbation theory,
shown in single-line notation (above) and double-line notation (below). The first diagram is the zero-
vertex (unperturbed) energy, and the other two are the only two-vertex diagrams that contribute
in the 't Hooft limit.

are shown on figure 6. The zero-vertex term is just the unperturbed energy Ey(C2). The
second order term in perturbation theory (i.e. the sum of two-vertex diagrams) is calculated
following our diagrammatic rules. Each of the two two-vertex diagrams has one N-loop,
one M-loop, one gauge boson contraction, and two vertices. The intermediate state is in
both cases |€12’0>, with s = 1 and E0(512’0) — Eop(C2) = 2(m + mgy(n)), while the in- and
out-states have s = 2. Hence, the two-vertex contribution, or the second order term in
perturbation theory, is

Fa(C) = —2- - . L. (92>2 ! NM=———Sm (3.41)
2m ) 2(m + mgu(n)) (1+8(1+2¢)

We are working up to first order in &, and in this regime the second-order-corrected gap is

A_2§m_ &m
C14E 1+ +2€)

=&V +0(€?). (3.42)

Higher order corrections can be found in a similarly straightforward way. Note that this
answer reduces to the answer for CS-fundamental on a torus when £ = 1/N.

4 Discussion

In this paper we have studied the Chern-Simons theory coupled to bifundamental scalar
fields. At two-loop order, in the 't Hooft limit, the theory has two lines of fixed points
parametrized by the 't Hooft coupling. These lines exist for all values of the fixed ratio
M/N. When this ratio is zero the theory goes over to the CS theory coupled to the
fundamental matter which has a dual description in terms of a parity-violating version of the
Vasiliev higher-spin gauge theory in AdSs. When the ratio is small the dual gravitational
theory should be some deformation of the Vasiliev theory, as has been conjectured in [25].
When this ratio approaches unity, the field theory is some kind of a non-supersymmetric
version of the ABJM theory. The dual gravitational theory should be an Einstein gravity
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theory in the large 't Hooft coupling limit. It will be fascinating to better understand this
bosonic theory in the bulk.

We have also studied the low-lying spectrum of this theory placed on a torus. CS
theory coupled to fundamental matter has a set of low lying states whose energy goes like
ﬁ/N and so in the strict classical limit, N = oo, they are exactly degenerate zero energy
states. Our analysis shows that the bifundamental matter has no such states on the torus.
The energy in this case goes like VA M /N for small value of M/N, and this gap stays
nonzero even when N = oo. This is encouraging and leads to the picture where one can
think of the bifundamental theory as a regulator of the fundamental theory which regulates
the singular low-energy states of the fundamental theory on a torus whose bulk dual is still
mysterious.

Let us now place the theory on a genus g > 2 Riemann surface, ¥,;. The number
of states in the Hilbert space of pure CS theory on ¥, with gauge group U(XN) and level
k goes like kO~DN? for large k [34]. So, for the bifundamental theory, this will go like
(9—DV?+M?) - Thege states have exactly zero energy in the pure CS theory. It will be
very interesting to know the fate of these large number of exactly degenerate states once
we add matter to it. If we add fundamental matter, then the degeneracy is not lifted at
least in the very weakly coupled regime. However, for the bifundamental matter things
could be different. We saw in the case of torus that adding bifundamental matter lifts the
degeneracy of pure CS states even in the classical limit in the bulk. The same thing could
happen for higher genus surfaces and if this is the case then it will be fascinating. We leave
this question for future study.

We have left untouched many important things in this paper. For example, we have not
provided any argument for the all-loop existence of the fixed line. One can also compute the
anomalous dimensions of the operators, and it is known that the currents acquire non-zero
anomalous dimensions in the bifundamental theory. It would be good to have an expression
for that as a function of the 't Hooft coupling and the fixed ratio M /N. Another important
thing is to compute the free energy of this theory. It will give us a wealth of information
about the bulk gravity theory, in particular about black holes in the bulk. In passing we
would like to mention that the bifundamental fermions coupled to CS gauge theory may be
simpler in this respect, because by standard arguments the fermionic theory is a conformal
field theory for all values of the 't Hooft coupling and the ratio M/N.

We have not touched upon the issue of duality [36-38] in these bifundamental theories.
For that one has to study the scalar and fermion theories in much more detail. We leave
that for future research.
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A Feynman rules for CS-bifundamental theories

The action of the CS-bifundamental theory is given by eq. (2.2). The Feynman rules are
easily obtained if the notation is decompactified and all indices are explicitly written. This

gives
S: SA + SB + Smatter s with (Al)
Sy= / a3z <;0(N)EWA;38VA§ - égcuv)ew fabCA;jAgA§> , (A.2)
Sp= / 3z <— %C(M)GWB;;@VB; + %gC(M)eW,\ faﬁVBﬁBfBo , (A.3)

Smatter :/ dgx <8¢L,8¢“/ + 2Zg (ij/AaTa u(z)jl + 229 ¢n’Bg za]’ Hd);'fj’

+g ¢IZ,AGI-;3A21} ¢k‘l +g ¢’L’L/Bzéizlaj’B le/¢zk/_292¢);'/14a Qs]]/B}(jT]Z

g1 g2 g3
+3cbli,cbijfcb}j,asjk/cbzk,my+2qui,cbij/as}j@ﬁ/qbkk,mkf+6qu,%@}j/qﬁﬁ/¢Lk,¢>kk/> :
(A.4)

As elsewhere in the text, a, b, ¢, etc. run over generators of SU(N), a, 3, v, etc. run
over generators of SU(M). The mid-alphabet Roman indices i, j, k, etc. run over the
components of SU(N) vectors in the fundamental representation, and the corresponding
primed indices run over components of SU(M) fundamentals. Everything is done in Landau
gauge, 0, A, = 0. We have defined the CS coupling

) _ A
k?

g (A.5)
rescaled all the gauge fields by g, and defined
Ten (TT") = C(N)3®,  Try ([T, T°)T¢) = iC(N)f*e. (A.6)

In this paper, consistently with the choice of the CS action in section 2 and following [31],

we choose

C(N)=1 and CZ(N):N%—O(;[), (A.7)

where the latter equality for Co(IN) = T*T® comes as a special case of the choice

1
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The Feynman rules can now be read off. The propagators are:

A
(A%(p)AL(q)), = 6@%%(%)353@ —q), (A.9)
A
(B3(p)BL (), = —5&5%2;—2@@363@ —q), (A.10)
(8L, (0) s (0)), = 5Z-j5i/j/p12<2w>363<p ). (A11)

Note that the gluon propagators must be assigned a direction. Taking into account the
overall minus sign from the Boltzmann factor e, the vertices are found to be:

(65 (1) b7 (D2) D (P3) Butr (D) B (P5) S (P6) )y =
— 91(04j# 6 j1. 0k Ot Oy O +11 other permutations)(2m)36° < ZPZ> —
— 92(041j7 610k 010717 Oy, +17 other permutations)(2m)383 ( sz) -
(

— 93(0i1§105i01 011 O/’ O, +5 Other permutations)(27r)353 ( Zpi>, (A.12)

(¢l (p)A " (p2) s (P3)) g = —29 P3u O Tf; (2) 353(219@) , (A.13)
<¢u’(p1 (p2)¢ ]/(p3)> = —29])3“ 51‘]‘TZ~9‘~/ (2%)35?)(2])1‘) , (A.14)
(0L (1) A% (p2) AL (D3) b5 (01) g = — 9% 81 jr O (THTY;+THT ) (270) 363(2%) , (A.15)
)b (

<¢z’z”(p1)B (p2) (p3 ¢ 3 p4)> —g 5@] 5MV(T’]§/T/ /+T/k/Tk/j')(27r)363<Zpi> ,

(A.16)
(ol ()AL <p2>¢jj/<p3>33<p4>>0 = 2670, TGy (206 (D i) (A.17)
(A1) AL (02) A5 (b)) = i € f° (275 (D) (A18)
<Ba<p1>B P3))o = —ig qun 7 (2710 (Y pi) - (A.19)

These can be depicted using a variant of the usual double-line notation with two types
of lines. We introduce these diagrams in section 3, figure 5. This notation has the usual
advantage of allowing one to quickly estimate which diagrams dominate in the 't Hooft
limit. Note that we do not include any Feynman rules for ghosts because these do not
appear in any of the diagrams relevant for our purposes.

Open Access. This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution License (CC-BY 4.0), which permits any use, distribution and reproduction in
any medium, provided the original author(s) and source are credited.
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