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ABSTRACT
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by the evangelical Protestant group known as the Unity of 
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and daily practices across widely scattered communities. The 

spiritual unity among the dispersed but cohesive communities 

in the Moravian Atlantic missions was achieved through the 

circulated written accounts of each mission’s activities. Mate-

rial culture contributed to the communal approach adopted 

by the Moravians because the trades practiced in the North 

American and European communities funded mission work. 
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Moravian missionary ventures represented an intertwined web 

of religious belief and economics.
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was directed from the main settlement in Her-
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“Atlantic” or “transatlantic” approach to the 

spiritual unity of Moravian communities scat-

tered around the Atlantic Ocean that maintained 

a consistent set of beliefs and daily routines. 

Documenting this transatlantic community are 
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show that each community perceived itself as 
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and economic activities were designed accord-
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While the Moravians successfully attracted 

new converts as they maintained spiritual unity 
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worldly concerns about funding the towns and 

the missionaries. Donations from European elites 
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and Germany. Producing goods for their own 
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from selling goods funded the church’s activi-
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Historical archaeology can access the role of 

material culture in maintaining the Moravians’ 

transatlantic unity with studies of the arti-

sanal products and by using documentary and 

archaeological data to track the locales reached 

by these goods. Archaeologists have revealed 

material and spatial patterns in the communi-

ties that indicate the trades and crafts practiced 
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sustained interregional economic relationships. 
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was connected to local and regional commerce. 
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observe how Moravian missionaries impacted 

Inuit material culture and architecture in the 
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goods shipped to Labrador and the requests for 

materials that were made by the missionaries 
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manufactured by Moravian potters in Penn-
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vessel forms and decorative styles. Archaeol-

ogy also uncovers spatial patterns at Moravian 
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could disregard the principles of surveillance 

that were allowed by the spatial layout of the 

Moravian church and mission house. Ferguson 
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the way the leadership in Herrnhut laid out the 

town vs. the actual design of Salem once it 
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terns of Moravian architecture and town plan-

ning in Bethlehem and Herrnhut.

In the course of pursuing their proselytizing 
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according to their assignments to the towns 

and missions as governed by elders in Her-

rnhut and Bethlehem. Following these same 

routes were the missionaries’ personal items 


��� 
	���
�
�� �	������#� (�� ����� �
��	�� ��� �	
���


��	�
�� �&��
�%�� 
��%� ���� ���������� 
���

�������� ��� ������%� ��%����	� ���� 
���
���	���

��������� 
��� ����	�������� ��� ��	
��
�� ��������

��	
���� �	�� ���������� ��������
��
�� ��� ����

)#<#� 4��	�	��� !
����G� '�	%��� (��
����� ���	�� ����

$	��� ������� ��%
�� ��� �*+:#� ����� �������� ��	�

studies of morphologies and decorative styles of 

Moravian pottery made in Bethlehem (Heindl 

:,�,G� ����� 
	��
����%��
�� $����%�� ��� ���� )#<#�

'�	%��� (��
���� 4]����� :,,6�� :,,9�� :,,57� ]�����


��� 3	��	��%� :,�,G�� ���	�� ���	��� �&�������%�

decorative styles and vessel forms similar to 

��	
��
�� �����	�� �	
�������� �
��� ����� ������$��#�

These data reconstruct shipments of pottery to 

missions in the Danish colonies and thence to 

locales outside the mission stations. The evidence 

tracks interregional interaction and trade in the 

Moravian Atlantic network and provides a start-

ing point for more research into material aspects 

of daily life for Moravians and their converts 

among free and enslaved African populations in 

the Caribbean.
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Moravian records documenting that the trades and 
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dimensions of the Moravian Atlantic community.

Community Cohesion, Artisanal Production, 

and Transatlantic Exchange 

in the Eighteenth-Century 

Moravian Church

The German-speaking Protestant group referred 
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of heresy by the church and burned at the stake 
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by artisans and governed by an elders confer-

ence that decided virtually all matters (Engel 
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ness of all Moravian missionaries and smaller 
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Rebecca Protten from St. Thomas and Warner-
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European heritage of free and enslaved indi-

viduals who joined the church in the Caribbean. 
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in a wide network that ringed the Atlantic 

Ocean and reached far into the North American 
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oceangoing vessels owned by the Moravian 

Church that carried missionaries to their posts 

with cargo space hired out to fund the voyages 
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who described the lack of Christianity among 

slaves on that island. Inspired by this meet-
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rnhut planned a North American community as 

a base for mission work. After a failed attempt 
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FIGURE 1. Printed lithograph showing the distribution of communion during a Moravian service, women are on the right 
and men are on the left. Published in Cranz (1757). (Courtesy, Moravian Archives, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.)
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FIGURE 2. Top: Map of the mid-Atlantic showing Moravian settlements. Bottom: Map of the Danish Virgin Islands in the 
Caribbean. (Images by B. Heindl, 2010.)
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Missions among Native Americans in the Brit-
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artisanal community were sent to the missions. 
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munity where only full church members could 
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of worship and work. Additional closed com-

munities were founded in other parts of Penn-
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congregations were established in non-Moravian 
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methods of maintaining community cohesion 

offered a clear identity for church members and 
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� ����� �	 mission 

was built. Separate communities maintained 

frequent contact and interaction by regularly 

transferring missionaries from one to another 
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these published accounts were circulated to the 

other missions. Each mission observed the same 

daily schedule of prayer and work.

A Moravian community’s economic growth 
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rather than income from a seasonal agricultural 
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Bethlehem thrived as an artisanal community 
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1999; Bivins 1972; Beckerdite and Brown 
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the missions during and after the time the “Gen-

eral Oeconomy” was in effect at Bethlehem. 

FIGURE 3. Image of New Herrnhut, St. Thomas, published in Cranz (1757). (Courtesy Moravian Archives, Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania.)
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on in the largest city in this country but it is 

also there and done in the best manner” (Engel 
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Despite the apparent geographical isolation 
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community’s artisans formed an integral part 

of the tightly woven economic and religious 

network by producing vital sources of wealth 

and goods for the missions. Cohesion was 
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sionaries frequently transferred among different 

outposts and could follow each others’ move-

ments in published reports of each mission’s 
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nity. Though this mission service caused some 

���	
������ ��� ���	
���%� ���� �	
����� ��� ����

not seem to lower productivity or community 

������������#� ������� "
�	���� ��� ����������

an assistant to the theologian and bishop August 

/�������� <�
�%����	%�� �	���� ��� ���K����	�� ���-

��	���%� ���� $�
���
�� 
��� �	���������%� �	������

that arose by shifting Bethlehem’s personnel out 

to mission work. He stated that 
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be reassigned to another master or moved to 
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On occasion he traveled between North Carolina 


��� ��������
��
�� 
��� ����� �������� <�	��
��


�� 
� ������
	�� ��� �*9:�� 	���	���%� ���� ������-

��%� ��
	� 40������ :,�,G#� �
���	� �����	� /����	����

Aust was born in Silesia before he moved to 

Herrnhut. Aust sailed from London to Bethle-

hem and eventually settled in North Carolina 
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Pottery Production and Exchange 

at Moravian Bethlehem

Records show that products from Bethlehem 
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the trades themselves and through entities like 

the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel. 
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comparison of Bethlehem wares to collections 

from sites in the Philadelphia region reveals 

attributes that distinguish Moravian sherds from 

other southeastern Pennsylvania ceramics manu-

factured according to a similar Central European 
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by a stone building constructed in 1749. The 
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The most common vessel form in the Historic 

Bethlehem Partnership collection is a shallow 
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measuring up to 2 in. in the interior profile 
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Through comparison of the Bethlehem material 
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and Bethlehem-made material was recognized. A 

��$���%� ��
	
���	������ ��� ���� ��������� ��	
��
��

pottery that distinguishes it from Philadelphia-

made pottery is a very black slip used for slip 
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Whether the Bethlehem potters also used manga-
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Decorative material and style also differentiate 

Bethlehem sherds from those in Philadelphia col-

lections such as Market Street. Compared to the 
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but these do not appear with enough frequency to 

attribute them solely to Philadelphia manufacture. 
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Since the Moravians practiced a design 
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pottery fragments from Moravian Bethlehem in 

assemblages outside this region of Pennsylvania 

is complicated. Moravian pottery from North 

Carolina has much better documentation––
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FIGURE 6. Black slip-trailed designs. (Collection of the Historic Bethlehem Partnership). (Photo by B. Heindl, 2010.)

We have been unable to locate information 

about ceramics produced in Herrnhut and other 
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����	
������� ����� 
�� ������	��� ������ ���� ��	
��
����


�� �
��$����� ������ ���� ����� ���� ����	����� 
���

��	�� 
��� ����	
������ 
	�� ����
	� 4_�
����� �5�,7�

Q���
�� :,,5G#

I���	��������� 
�� ���%� 
�� ��
%������� ���	��� 
	��

�	������� ���� �	�����%��
�� 
��� ����	
����� 
��	�-

butes outlined here are a starting point for visual 

������$�
����� ��� �	
%����� ��� ��	
��
�� �
	��#� Q�	�


�
������ ��� ���� '�	%��� (��
���� 
�����
%��� ������

������ ��
�� ��	
��
�� ���	���� ��������� 
��� ���

���������� ��������
��
�� �
�� ��� ������$��� ����%�

����	
������ 
��� 	�� �	�$���#



105STEPHAN T. LENIK AND BRENDA HORNSBY HEINDL—Missionaries, Artisans, and Transatlantic Exchange

FIGURE 7. Comparison of black and dark brown slips. 
Above: Black slip on Bethlehem pottery (Collection of the 
Historic Bethlehem Partnership). Below: Manganese dark 
brown slip trailing on dish from Market Street (36PH5), 
Philadelphia. (Collection of the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission, State Museum of Pennsylvania). 
(Photo by B. Heindl, 2010.)

FIGURE 8. Comparison of green oxide. Top: A sherd from 
the Industrial Quarter of Bethlehem (Collection of the Historic 
Bethlehem Partnership). Bottom: A sherd from Market 
Street, Philadelphia (36PH5)  (Collection of the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission, State Museum of 
Pennsylvania, Archaeology). (Photo by B. Heindl, 2010.)
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Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, State Museum of Pennsylvania). (Photo by B. Heindl, 2010.)

Records of Exchange among Moravian 
Towns and Missions

Moravians recorded their activities wherever 

they traveled in their mission network. Even in 
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FIGURE 10. Marley of a shaving basin from Bethlehem, decorated with black, green, and white slip trailing. Exterior edge 
is decorated with a half-circle design (Collection of the Historic Bethlehem Partnership). (Photo by B. Heindl, 2010.)
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ten reports were delivered to a central board in 
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for all communities to track the progress of the 
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Detailed records of the trades were also 
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FIGURE 11. Credit for the St. Thomas Brethren listed under the heading “Potter” in the Ledger of the Diaconat at Bethlehem 
(MAB 1755–1762:226). 
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FIGURE 12. Moravian mission outposts and archaeological sites in the U.S. (formerly Danish) Virgin Islands. (Image 
by S. Lenik, 2010.)
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that included earthenware priced at 11 p. (MAB 
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similar archival resources in her study of the 

Labrador missions.

Indications of the goods that accompanied 

traveling missionaries are recorded in Olden-
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of the first decades of the Danish Caribbean 

mission first published in 1770 (Barac and 
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material goods accompanied the missionaries 

and artisans.

These sources record that shipments of prod-

ucts from Bethlehem to the Caribbean missions 

occurred in tandem with proselytizing and com-

munity formation and maintenance. The mission-

aries and goods that arrived in the islands were 
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inhabitants of the Danish colonies may have 

had material aspects that can be traced using 

this Moravian pottery.

The Moravian Mission 

to the Danish West Indies

The Moravian mission to the Caribbean origi-

nated with Zinzendorf’s 1731 meeting with a 
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departed Europe they met resistance to their 

travel that focused on the lack of a means of 

subsistence. Since Denmark’s Caribbean colo-

nies were devoted to plantation agriculture and 
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for missionaries to be employed or to practice 

crafts. Eventually they were permitted passage 

as craftsmen because Nitschmann was a carpen-
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Archaeological Evidence of Moravian Pottery in 
the Virgin Islands

Documentary evidence demonstrates that 

pottery and other goods from Bethlehem were 

shipped to the Danish colonies. Fragments 

of Moravian wares have been identified in 
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2002 and 2003 in anticipation of construction 

of a headquarters building. A thin layer of soil 
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top row of Figure 13 resembles black slip on 

the Moravian Bethlehem wares in Figure 7.
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two storage buildings from a coastal beachhead 
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FIGURE 13. Moravian sherds from Estate Lower Bethlehem, St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands. (Photo by S. Lenik, 2004.)
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phases of occupation that are clearly delineated 

by construction of mortar floors built after 
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as well as undecorated body sherds with paste 

and glaze characteristics suggesting Moravian 

manufacture. Since Charlotte Amalie was a neutral 

port that attracted commerce from many nations 
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that slip-decorated ceramics from North America 

were imported. The Moravian presence on St. 
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wares from these sites show that this pottery 

reached urban settings where people of different 
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FIGURE 14. Moravian sherds from the U.S. Virgin Islands: (a) rim from Magens House, St. Thomas; (b) plate from Bankhus, 
St. Thomas; and (c) rim from Cinnamon Bay, St. John. (Photo by S. Lenik, 2010.)
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The Magens house compound is associated 

with wealthy merchant families who lived in 

Charlotte Amalie to manage their shipping 

interests as they enjoyed the convenience of 

the urban setting. Also inhabiting the site were 
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people laboring as servants and cooks. Located 
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sherds include a plate with a wide marley deco-

rated with yellow and green slip (Figure 14bG#�

The green glaze bears a strong resemblance 
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resembles Heindl’s observation of a Bethlehem 

pottery form.

During a visit to the Nisky mission on St. 
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Discussion and Conclusions
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pottery in Bethlehem have been identified in 

��������� ��� �
	����5��������	�� �����&��� ��� ����

'�	%��� (��
���#� _����� ���� �	������� ��� ������

�
	��� 
�� ��	
��
�� ������� ��
������ $��� ����� ����

�������
	�� ���������� ���� ����������� �����&���

��� ������ ������ ����� �
��� ����� ������$��� 	�}����

that goods were traded beyond the sphere of 

��	
��
�� 
��	�
�� �&��
�%�#� _����� ��� ���� 
����

��� �������	��� ��
�� ���� ���	���� �
	�����
	���

���� �����
%������� �������� ��	�� �	������� ���

Pennsylvania or other regions by potters who 

��
	��� 
� ����
	� ����%�� �	
�������� ����� 
�� ����

Y����
������
� �
	�V� ����	����� ��� <����� 4�555G��

we believe that a convincing argument has been 

made that Moravian pottery is present at Estate 
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St. John; and the Bankhus and Magens com-

pounds on St. Thomas. Pieces from the Nisky 
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illustrate the breadth of site types on which 

these wares may be found.
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from the Moravian archives and Oldendorp’s A 
Caribbean Mission show that ceramics and other 

goods produced in Bethlehem were shipped to 

the Danish Caribbean mission. Missionaries are 
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but we do not possess records that goods were 

sent to the colonies for the purpose of trade 

with non-Moravians. With archaeological data 

we may track locations outside the Moravian 

mission stations where these wares were found. 
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This paper shows how historical archaeology 
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see that goods produced by Moravian artisans 

were also part of the networks of missionar-

ies and information that circulated throughout 

this community. More research at Moravian 


	������� ����� ��������� ��� ��$��� ������ ��������

������������� 
��� ���� 
�
������ ��� 
�����
%���

from other regions targeted by missionaries may 

identify pottery and other artisanal products 

��
�� ��	�� �&��
�%��#� (�� ����� 
���	� 
	��
�-

ologists can continue to identify material and 

spatial evidence of the Moravian missions that 


	�� ���� ���
	��� 	���	���� ��� ���� �	������ 	���	���

and to consider how material culture may have 

influenced the missionaries and the people 

���� �����	���� ��� ���� ��	
��
�� "��	���� ������

descendants continue as a small but vibrant 

Protestant group to this day.
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