
E'~ITORIAL 

A MATTER FOR C O N C E R N  

IT IS A MATTER for concern that during the past fifteen years the increase in tile 
i 

medical population required to provide services to a growing Canadian popula- 
tion has been achieved only through the immigration of qualified physicians 
from other lands. It  must further' be a matter of concern to anaesthetists that  a 
significant proportion of the candidates for .training in the specialty ,during the 
same period have been immigrants. The danger in this situation lies, of course, 
in the fact that this Source of trained physicians is l imi ted-- that  it is, in fact, 
already exhausted. The physicians requi/2ed to care for the anticipated growth 
of the Canadian populat ionqn the  future must come from Our own medical 
schools, and future trainees in the specialty of anaesthesia tnust be drawn from 
the graduates of our own schools. 

During the past fifteen years too few of olur own graduates have entered the 
specialty of anaesthesia. If this trend should continue, there will. result a n~ost 
serious shortage of qualified anaesthet is tsdgring the next de~ade.-Th'is will be 
the more serious because, with the growth of our smaller u~ban centres and the 
increasing supply of trained surgeons, a greater volume ~ of surgery req~uiring the 
highest degree of anaesthetic skill and knowledge Will be done in these areas. 
It is essential that  more of the best graduates of C~tnadian medic~tl schools 
should be attracted t o t h e  study of the spec}alty. 

-Our failure in the past to at tract  a larger llumber of bright young 9aen to the 
study and practice of anaesthesia undoubtedly reflects the failure of teachers 
and practising anaesthetists to impress students and internes with the  scope, 

t 

challenge, and importance of anaesthesia. This requires not only imagination in 
presentation, but ~time and facilities. Imagination tends to wear thin in the 
teacher who must carry a full load of clinical work, who is dhronically tired from 
loss of sleep, who has no time to think. To resolve this problem we re~tuire more 
teachers of anaesthesia in our universities adequately compensated .to permit 
them to make teaching a vocation rather than a spare t ime.avocation;  and 
further, we require adequate clinic~t investigation and laboratory facilities" ifi 
these departments, not only to seek/~nswers to the endless procession oil problems 
in anaesthesia, but at the same time to demonstrate to the student attd interne 
the interest and challenge of the specialty. Without these we will find ourselves 
unable to provide the anaestJaetists which will be required by the Canada o[- 
1970. 



EDITORIAL 

U N  F A I T  I N Q U I E T A N T  

N ' E S T - C E - P A S  UN F A I T  INQUII~TANT que ,  au  t o u r s  d e s  q u i n z e  d e r n i S r e s  ann6es ' ,  
l ' a u g m e n t a t i o n  d u  n o m b r e  de  m 6 d e c i u s  r e q u i s  p o u r  a s s u r e r  les so ins  & n o t r e  
p o p u l a t i o n  c a n a d i e n n e  t o u j o u r s  c r o i s s a n t e  n' :ait  pu  se r6a l i se r  q u e  p a r  l ' i m m i -  
g r a t i o n  d e  m 6 d e c i n s  6 t r a n g e r s  quali-fi6 s. P o u r  les a n e s t h 6 s i s t e s ,  ce  f a i t  d o l t  e t re  
e n c o r e  b i e n  pbas i n q u i 6 t a n t  car ,  au  cou r s  de  c e t t e  m S m e  p6r iode ,  u n e  b o n n e  pro- 
p o r t i o n  d e s  c a n d i d a t s  & l ' e n t r a i n e m e n t  d a n s  c e t t e  sp6c ia l i t6  6 t a i t d e s  6 t r ange r s .  
La  r a n ~ o n  d e  c e t t e  s i t u a t i o n  r6s ide  d a n s  le fa i r  clue l ' a p p o r t  d e s  m 6 d e c i n s  en- 
t r a i n 6 s  e s t  l im i t6  e t  q u e ,  de  fai t ,  il es t  d6jA 4puis6.  Les  m 6 d e c i n s  d o n t  o n  "aura 
b e s o i n  p o u r  t r a i t e r ,  A l ' a v e n i r ,  l a  p o p u l a t i o n  c a n a d t e n n e  c r o i s s a n t e  d e v r o n t  sor t i r  
d e  nos  6coles  de  m 6 d e c i n e  e t  les c a n d i d a t s  f u t u r s  d a n s  la sp6c ia l l t6  d ' anes t l16s ie  
d e v r o n t  se r e c r u t e r  p a r m i  ies g r a d u 6 s  d e  nos  ~coles,. 

D e  plus ,  au  e o u r s  d e s  q u i n z e  d e r n i S r e s  a n n 6 e s ;  un  t r o p  p e t i t  n o I n b r e  d e  nos 
g r a d u 6 s  se s o n t  d i r ig6s  v e r s  l ' a n e s t h 6 s i e .  Si c e t t e  t e n d a n c e  pe r s i s t e ,  iI v a  en 
r6su l t e r ,  au  cou r s  d e  la p r o c h a i n e  d f c a d e ,  u n e  d i m i n u t i o n  a l a r m a n t e  d u  n o m b r e  
d ' a n e s t h 6 s i s t e s  qual i f i6s .  E t  ce la  v a  d e v e n i r  d ' a u t a n t  p lus  s6 r i eux  q u e  le h o m b r e  
d e  p e t i t s  ~ e n t r e s  u r b a i n s  a u g m e n t e  a ins i  q u e  le h o m b r e  d e  c h i r u r g i e n s  qua l i f i6s  et, 
clans ces  e n d r o i t s ,  u n e  a u g m e n t a t i o n  d u  v o l u m e  d e  la c h i r u r g i e  va. e x i g e r  des 
a n e s t h 6 s i s t e s  h a u t e m e n t  qual i f i6s ,  a d r o i t s  e t  renseign6s, .  Il de~cient  d o n c  essent ie l  
q u ' u n  p l u s  g r a n d  h o m b r e  d e  nos  b r i l l a n t s  j euneS  m 6 d e c i n s : s e  d i r i g e n t  ve r s  la 
sp6ciali ' t6 de  l ' a n e s t h 6 s i e .  

Le  fair  q u e  n o u s  n ' a y o n s  pas  r6ussi,  d a n s  le pass6,  A a t t i r e r  v e r s  la p r a t i q u e  de 
l ' a n e s t h 6 s i e  un  p lus  g r a n d  n o l n b r e  d e  nos  b r i l l a n t s  j e u n e s  m 6 d e c i n s  e s t  un  in dice 
d e  l '6chec ,  de  la p a r t  des  p r o f e s s e u r s  e t  d e  la pa re  d e s  a n e s t h 6 s i s t e s  p ra t iqu ian t ,  
a u p r 8 s  d e s  6 t u d i a n t s  e t  de s  i n t e r n e s ,  A p r o m o u v o i r  l ! 6 t e n d u e ,  le d6fi e t  l ' i m p o r t a n c e  
d e  l ' a n e s t h 6 s i e .  P o u r  ce faire ,  il f a u t  n o n  s e u l e m e n t  d e  l " l m a g m a t l o n \  " " dallaS la 
p r 6 s e n t a t i o n ,  m a i s  anss i  d u  t e m p s  e t  de s  faci l i t6s .  S a n s  d o u t e ,  l ' i m a g i n a t i o n  di- 
m i n u e  chez  le p r o f e s s e u r  qu i  d o l t  a c c o m p l i r  du  t r a v a i l  c l i n i q u e  A t e m p s  c o m p l e t ,  
qui ,  A l ' 6 t a t  c h r o n i q u e ,  es t  f a t igu6  pa r  m a n q u e  d e  s o m m e i l  e t  qu i  n ' a  m S m e  pas 
le t e m p s s  pense r .  P o u r  r 6 s o u d r e  ce p r o b l 8 m e ,  n o u s  e x i g e o n s ,  d e  la  p a r t  de  nos 
un iv e r s i t 6 s ,  un  p lus  g r a n d  n o m b r e  de  p r o f e s s e u r s  a d 6 q u a t e m e n t  r6rnun6r6s 
p o u r  l eu r  p e r n l e t t r e  de  fa i re  de  l ' e n s e i g n e m e n t :  u n e  v o c a t i o n  e t  n o n  pas~ une 
o c c u p a t i o n  d e s  t e m p s  l ibreg;  b i e n  plus,  d a n s  ees  d 6 p a r t e m e n t s ,  n o u s  e x i g e o n s  des 
fac i l i t6s  d e  l a b o r a t o i r e  e t  d ' i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c l i n i q u e  a d 6 q u a t e s  n o n  s e u l e m e n t  pour  
t r o u v e r  des  r 6 p o n s e s  aux  p r o b l S m e s  i n n o m b r a b l e s  q u i  s e p o s e n t  en  ane~th6sie ,  
ma i s ,  auss i ,  p o u r  p o u v o i r  d 6 m o n t r e r  a u x  6 t u d i a n t s  e t  a u x  i n t e r n e s  l ' i n t 6 r S t  de  la 
sp6e ia l i t6  e t  le d6fi q u ' e l l e  r e l i v e .  S a n s  ces condi t ions ; ,  n o u s  n o u s  v e r r o n s  :lans 
l ' i m p o s s i b i l i t 6  d e  p r o d u i r e  les a n e s t h 6 s i s t e s  d 0 n t  le C a n a d a  a u r a  b e s o i n  en  i970. 
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