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Data on ocean color chlorophyll a (Chl a) obtained using Sea-viewing Wide Field of view Sen-
sor (SeaWiFS), sea surface temperature (SST) by Advanced Very High Resolution Radiometer
(AVHRR), and sea surface height (SSH) by TOPEX/POSEIDON were analyzed to examine the
influence of Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) on the physical and biogeochemical processes with special
reference to phytoplankton primary production and air–sea fluxes of carbon dioxide in the Arabian
Sea. Positive SST anomalies (SSTA) were found in the Arabian Sea (0.4 to 1.8◦C) with higher val-
ues in the southwestern Arabian Sea that decreased towards north. The SSH anomalies (SSHA) and
turbulent kinetic energy anomalies (TKEA) suggest decreased mixing during the IOD compared to
the normal period. Chlorophyll a displayed significant negative correlations with SSTA and SSHA
in the Arabian Sea. Consistently, Chl a showed negative anomalies (low Chl a) during the IOD
period which could be due to reduced inputs of nutrients. The photic zone integrated primary pro-
duction decreased by 30% during the IOD period compared to the normal whereas pCO2 levels
were higher (by 10–20µatm). However, sea to air fluxes were lower by 10% during the IOD period
due to prevailing weaker winds. Primary production seems to be the key process controlling the sur-
face pCO2 levels in the Arabian Sea. In future, the influence of IOD on ecosystem structure, export
production and bacterial respiration rates are to be probed through in situ time-series observations.

1. Introduction

Between the mid 1997 and early 1998 months, an
extreme climatic event associated with large sea
surface temperature anomalies (SSTA) occurred in
the Indian Ocean. Several studies have discussed
the variability in sea surface temperature (SST)
(Nicholls 1989; Behera et al 1999; Saji et al 1999;
Webster et al 1999; Behera et al 2000; Iizuka et al
2000; Murtugudde et al 2000; Venzke et al 2000)
and subsurface temperature (Tourre and White
1995; Meyers 1996; Murtugudde and Busalacchi
1999; Schiller et al 2000; Rao et al 2002) in the
Indian Ocean. Saji et al (1999) referred to the
differences in SST between eastern and western

regions in the tropical Indian Ocean as the Indian
Ocean Dipole (IOD) and showed that it signifi-
cantly influences the rainfall in the Indian Ocean
rim countries. In the beginning of July 1997,
warmer SSTA were observed in the western but
were colder in the eastern Indian Ocean. The cool-
ing in the east resulted from the unusually strong
upwelling along the equator and Sumatra. The
western warming was initiated by weaker south-
west monsoon winds and maintained by enhanced
precipitation resulting in a barrier layer structure
(Murtugudde et al 2000).

During the IOD events, SW monsoon winds are
weaker along the Sumatra coast whereas stronger
in the Arabian Sea and Bay of Bengal during
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summer (Vinayachandran et al 2002). Therefore,
the IOD events are a key to understand the under-
lying mechanisms responsible for climate change in
the tropical Indian Ocean. However, the influence
of these processes on biogeochemical cycling of car-
bon in the Indian Ocean is unknown. For instance,
the efflux of CO2 to the atmosphere, chlorophyll
a (Chl a), and primary production decreased by
> 50–60% during El Niño compared to the normal
period due to deepening of thermocline and nitra-
cline that results in decreased supply of nutrients
to the photic zone in the eastern equatorial Pacific
(Feely et al 2002; Chavez et al 1999). Murtugudde
et al (1999) observed significant changes in Chl a
concentrations during the IOD events in 1997–
1998 in the western Indian Ocean. They fur-
ther observed that SeaWiFS Chl a concentrations
were not significantly different from that of CZCS
(Coastal Zone Color Scanner) during October and
November in the northwestern Arabian Sea. How-
ever, anomalously higher SeaWiFS Chl a concen-
trations were found during December 1997 and
January to February 1998 in the northwestern Ara-
bian Sea compared to CZCS (1979–1986) that were
attributed to enhanced entrainment fluxes into the
mixed layer (Murtugudde et al 1999). Jabaud-Jan
et al (2004) observed significant differences in air–
sea flux of CO2 during austral summer between
1998 and 2000 in the subtropical Indian Ocean.
The pCO2 levels were higher during January 1998
by 20–40µatm than in 2000. As a result the sub-
tropical region acted as a source of CO2 to the
atmosphere (2mmol m−2 d−1) during 1998 but as a
sink for atmospheric CO2 (−1mmol m−2 d−1) dur-
ing the normal period. Recently Baker et al (2006)
compared 13 transport models to examine interan-
nual variability in regional CO2 fluxes from 1988 to
2003. They found that significant increase in CO2

fluxes occurred from the tropical Indian Ocean dur-
ing 1997–98. However, they have not considered
interannual variability in wind speeds in their
comparison.

Unfortunately, biogeochemical cycling of car-
bon is poorly understood in the equatorial Indian
Ocean. A few studies were carried out during
International Indian Ocean Expedition (IIOE),
and Geochemical Section Study (GEOSECS) in
the early 1960s to 1970s, respectively, on the
biogeochemistry of carbon in the Indian Ocean.
Recently, a considerable amount of hydrography,
nutrients and inorganic carbon data have been
collected under World Ocean Circulation Exper-
iment (WOCE) program in the Indian Ocean
during mid 1990. Based on this study, Sabine
et al (2000) found that Indian Ocean (north of
35◦S) acts as mild sink for atmospheric CO2

(−0.15PgC y−1). Unfortunately, no biological data

Figure 1. Schematic diagram showing the study region with
wind directions during different seasons (dark arrows for SW
monsoons and grey arrows for NE monsoon). Different boxes
considered to examine monthly variability in physical and
biogeochemical parameters are shown. The region of Ara-
bian Sea Dome (ASD) is also shown according to Prasad and
McClean (2004). Northwestern and southeastern upwelling
regions are highlighted as dotted regions.

were collected during WOCE. No efforts have been
made so far to understand either seasonal or inter-
annual variability in biogeochemical parameters in
the equatorial Indian Ocean. On the other hand,
the international Joint Global Ocean Flux Study
(JGOFS) facilitated a systematic study on quan-
titative understanding of carbon cycling in the
Arabian Sea (northwestern Indian Ocean) during
mid 1990s (figure 1). These studies revealed that
upwelling during southwest (SW) monsoon (June
to September), convective mixing in northeast
(NE) monsoon (December to February) and bac-
terial respiration in intermonsoon supplies annu-
ally 70–90 TgC as CO2 (1Tg = 1012 gC) to the
atmosphere from the Arabian Sea (north of 10◦N)
(Sarma 2003). Physical and biological processes
mainly control the strength of this source (Sarma
et al 2000). The intense upwelling processes
make this region the largest oceanic source of CO2

to the atmosphere. The CO2 flux per unit area
in the Arabian Sea is almost equal to that in
the equatorial Pacific (2 to 3 mole CO2 m−2 d−1;
Takahashi et al 2002). Unlike in the equatorial
Pacific, where the export of biological production
(800 to 1000TgC y−1) is almost equal to the flux
of CO2 to the atmosphere (700 to 1500TgC y−1;
Le Borgne et al 2002), the export production
(140TgC y−1; Sarma 2004) is almost double to that
of the CO2 evasion at the air–water interface (70
to 90TgC y−1; Sarma 2003) in the Arabian Sea.
This difference is mainly driven by phytoplank-
ton community structure as the equatorial Pacific
(both warm pool and upwelling areas) is charac-
terized by the dominance of smaller phytoplankton
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(picoplankton of < 2µm size) (Chavez et al 1996),
therefore the steady state is achieved by the bal-
ance between predation and growth. On the other
hand, diatoms are the predominant among phy-
toplankton community in the Arabian Sea during
monsoon seasons (December to February and June
to September) resulting in higher export produc-
tion (Buesseler et al 1998; Lee et al 1998; Honjo
et al 1999).

Sarma et al (2000) found that higher surface
pCO2 levels in the surface layers were mainly a
result of vertical mixing at the base of the mixed
layer in the Arabian Sea. Prasad and McClean
(2004) found negative sea surface height anomaly
(SSHA) across the southern Arabian Sea. They
attributed that these were the manifestation of
the sea level associated with the cold Arabian Sea
Dome (ASD) during the normal period. They fur-
ther found that absence of ASD during the IOD
period is a result of prevailing downwelling rossby
waves. Shukla (1987) found that most of the warm
ENSO events are associated with weaker than nor-
mal summer monsoon over India. The changes in
monsoon intensity and vertical mixing during the
IOD period might have significant impact on bio-
geochemical cycling of carbon in the Arabian Sea
as vertical mixing significantly affects surface pCO2

levels, and biological production through injection
of CO2 and nutrient rich waters to the photic zone
respectively. Unfortunately, no time-series mea-
surements of biogeochemical parameters were car-
ried out to understand the influence of climatic
events on carbon cycling and air–sea interaction in
the Arabian Sea. The objective of this manuscript
is to examine how these climatic events, such as
IOD, affect physical processes and influence biogeo-
chemical cycling of carbon, with special emphasis
on primary production and sea-to-air exchange of
CO2, in the Arabian Sea through empirical models.

2. Model

Based on the changes in remote sensing SST, Chl a,
and climatological salinity, it is possible to compute
inorganic carbon parameters (such as dissolved
inorganic carbon (DIC), total alkalinity (TA)
and partial pressure of carbon dioxide (pCO2);
Sarma 2003) and primary production in the photic
zone (Sarma 2005) using empirical models in the
Arabian Sea.

2.1 Estimation of DIC, TA, pCO2

and sea-to-air fluxes in the Arabian Sea

The pCO2 in the seawater is a function of tem-
perature, salinity, DIC, and TA. In general, small

changes in salinity and TA occur in the sur-
face waters, therefore, pCO2 changes are primar-
ily governed by changes in temperature, biological
activities, and DIC. Both DIC and pCO2 are influ-
enced by four processes, such as biological activities
(production and respiration), mixing with subsur-
face waters, solubility in seawater, and exchange
at the air–sea interface. Recently, Sarma (2003)
constructed multiple linear regression equations
for the computation of DIC in the Arabian Sea
using international JGOFS, World Ocean Circula-
tion Experiment (WOCE), and Land Ocean Inter-
action and Coastal Zone (LOICZ) data sets and
SST, sea surface salinity (SSS), and sea surface
Chl a as constraints. The resultant regression fits
are:

DIC = 845.74 − 20.88 SST + 47.79S

− 34.37 Chl a [December, January,

February], (1)

DIC = 1071.6 − 17.471 SST + 39.23S

− 31.478 Chl a [March, April, May], (2)

DIC = 1454.4 − 23.1 SST + 33.37S

− 23.82 Chl a [June, July, August], (3)

DIC = 865.5 − 7.6 SST + 37.8S − 37.9 Chl a

[September, October, November], (4)

where SST is sea surface temperature (◦C), S
is salinity and Chl a is sea surface chlorophyll a
(mg m−3).

The alkalinity can be derived using salinity
(Goyet et al 1999).

TA = 350.8 + 55.6S. (5)

Using DIC, TA and dissociation constants of
Mehrbach et al (1973), which were refitted by Dick-
son and Millero (1987), and climatological nutri-
ents, pCO2 was computed using CO2sys program
(Lewis and Wallace 1998). The errors involved in
the computation of pCO2, from modeled DIC and
TA couple, varied from ±5 to 30µatm and the
larger errors are mainly associated with coastal
regions whereas they are mostly < 10µatm in the
open sea region.

The flux of CO2 at the air–water interface was
computed using monthly mean pCO2 in each grid,
wind speed, and solubility of CO2 using

FCO2 = ks[pCO2water − pCO2air], (6)

where k is transfer velocity (cm h−1), s is solu-
bility of CO2 in seawater (Weiss 1974), pCO2water



436 V V S S Sarma

and pCO2air are pCO2 in surface seawater and air
respectively. The transfer velocity k was computed
according to Wanninkhof (1992)

k = 0.39u2

[
Sc

660

]−0.5

, (7)

where u is wind speed (m s−1) and Sc is the
kinematic viscosity of water divided by the dif-
fusion coefficient for CO2 (i.e., Schmidt number).
Although there are several formulations to esti-
mate transfer velocity, I believe Wanninkhof (1992)
formulations will be more appropriate to the Ara-
bian Sea since it agrees well with chlorofluorocar-
bons (CFC) observations in the northern Indian
Ocean (Haines et al 1997). The pCO2water is the
monthly average value of each grid point and the
atmospheric pCO2 value (pCO2air) was taken from
Goyet et al (1998) for the year 1995 and added
1.5µatm per year as the growth rate of surface
pCO2 (Dore et al 2000; Bates 2001) to compute for
years 1997 to 1999.

2.2 Estimation of photic zone integrated
primary production

In general, primary production is a function of
light, nutrients, and Chl a concentrations in the
photic zone. Due to availability of a high amount
of light, this will not limit primary production in
the study region (Barber et al 2001). On the other
hand, availability of nutrients (such as nitrate)
plays an important role in primary production in
the Arabian Sea (Qasim 1982; Barber et al 2001).
Nutrients are brought to the surface layers mainly
by mixing with subsurface waters and it occurs
through convective mixing during NE monsoon
and upwelling during SW monsoon (de Sousa et al
1996; Morrison et al 1998). Therefore, temperature
can be used as a proxy for nutrient injection to
the photic zone. The mixed layer depth is mostly
deeper than photic zone depth except during inter-
monsoon period (March to May and October)
in the Arabian Sea. About 70–100% of produc-
tion occurs within the mixed layer where about
> 20% of surface photosynthetically active radia-
tion (PAR) is available. Therefore, surface Chl a
concentrations can be used as an indicator of pro-
duction in the photic zone. The primary produc-
tivity data collected since mid 1980’s to 1995,
including from International JGOFS experiments,
in the Arabian Sea showed strong positive relation
between surface Chl a, and photic zone integrated
production whereas negative correlation with SST
(r2 = 0.91; Sarma 2005). There was no significant
relationship found between PAR and integrated
production in the Arabian Sea (r2 = 0.02) which

suggests that light does not limit primary produc-
tion in the study region. Though the productivity
data has been available since the early 1960s in
the Arabian Sea, in order to avoid methodological
bias in the data, only recent data were used in this
study as it was collected following the same pri-
mary productivity protocol. Using these relations,
Sarma (2005) derived an empirical relation to
compute photic zone integrated primary produc-
tion (PPphoto;mmol C m−2 d−1) for the Arabian Sea
using SST and surface Chl a.

PPphoto = 1862.66 + 1358.12 Chl a

− 57.25 SST. (8)

The photic zone integrated production was com-
puted using monthly mean SeaWiFS Chl a,
and AVHRR SST from 1997 to 1999. The com-
puted photic zone production using equation (8)
is found to have an error of up to 15–20%. The
primary production estimated using this method
gives the rate of 14C assimilation into particulate
organic carbon or net particulate organic carbon
production in the photic zone.

Both DIC and primary production are influ-
enced by physical (described by variations in SST)
and biological processes (denoted by variations in
Chl a). Therefore, the interannual variations in
SST and Chl a can reflect their influence on the
distribution of computed parameters. Hence, these
statistical models would help us to understand how
climate variations in physical and associated bio-
logical processes affect CO2 air–sea exchange and
primary production in the study region.

2.3 Validation

In order to validate DIC, TA and PP models, I used
in situ data collected during USJGOFS Arabian
Sea Process Study (ASPS) program. Figure 2(a)
shows monthly mean SeaWiFS Chl a concentra-
tions averaged over 1 × 1◦ box at 19◦N, 67◦E (Sta-
tion N7) and 10◦N, 65◦E (Station S15) in 1998
and compared with measured Chl a (flurometer)
in 1995 during ASPS (Barber et al 2001). I have
selected these two stations, as the interannual vari-
ations are relatively small in the central Arabian
Sea (see results and discussion section). The agree-
ment between the two data sets is quite good con-
sidering the fact that the cruise data are real-time,
whereas the satellite data are monthly averages
(figure 2a). The SeaWiFS Chl a concentrations
during summer are much lower than observed dur-
ing ASPS probably due to the large short-term
variations in Chl a concentrations. Naqvi et al
(2002) found that surface Chl a varied from 0.04 to
1.32mg m−3 in 12 days at 21◦N and 64◦E during
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Figure 2. Comparison of (a) satellite Chl a (mgm−3), (b) photic zone integrated primary production (mmolC m−2

d−1), (c) dissolved inorganic carbon (µmol kg−1), (d) total alkalinity (µmol kg−1) (e) pCO2 (µatm) at station N7,
and (f) pCO2 (µatm) at station S15 with in situ measured data during ASPS during 1995 at 19◦N, 67◦E (station
N7; closed circles) and 10◦N, 65◦E (station S15; closed diamonds) whereas open circles and open diamonds are satel-
lite data respectively. The vertical bars on satellite Chl a were derived from variations in weekly composites in a
month.

February 1997 due to changes in grazing pressure
by Salps. In addition to this, intensity of verti-
cal mixing also seems to be different, as observed
SSTs are cooler during summer and warmer during
winter compared to satellite SST. The estimated
photic zone productivity also showed good agree-
ment with the measured production at two loca-
tions in the Arabian Sea within the errors involved
(figure 2b).

Figure 2(c–f) shows monthly mean modeled
DIC, TA and pCO2 levels averaged for 1 × 1◦ box
at 19◦N, 67◦E and 10◦N, 65◦E using satellite data
of the year 1998 and compared with measured
DIC, TA and underway pCO2 data collected during
1995 ASPS cruises (stations N7 and S15; Millero
et al 1998; Goyet et al 1998). The agreement

is good as differences between them (real time
and monthly averages) are to be expected. The
modeled DIC and pCO2 levels during winter are
lower than observed during ASPS cruises proba-
bly due to either differences in physical forcing or
short-term variations in pCO2. The SST during
winter 1998 was about 0.4 to 0.6◦C warmer than
during 1995 suggesting less intense mixing dur-
ing the former period. In addition to this, Sarma
(1998) found short-term variability in DIC and
pCO2 to be as high as 5–10µM and 20–40µatm
respectively at 21◦N, 64◦E during February 1997,
in 12 days period due to changes in physical
and biological processes. Nevertheless, the mod-
eled DIC, TA and pCO2 levels are in good agree-
ment with the measured levels at two locations in
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the Arabian Sea within the errors involved in the
estimations.

2.4 Constraints of the model

The constraints of the pCO2 and PP models are
monthly means of SST, SSS, and Chl a. The
monthly mean global images (9 × 9 km resolu-
tion) of AVHRR (Advanced Very High Resolu-
tion Radiometer) sea surface temperature data
were obtained from NASA/JPL PO-DAAC PATH
FINDER data base (http://podaac.jpl.nasa.gov/
sst/) whereas SeaWiFS (Sea-viewing Wide Field
of view Sensor) version 4 chlorophyll a data
for monthly composite global standard mapped
images (9 × 9 km resolution) were downloaded
from NASA GSFC’s Distributed Active Archive
Center (DAAC). The climatological salinity
data were taken from National Oceanographic
Data Center (http://ingrid.Ideo.columbia.edu/
SOURCES/.NOAA/.NODC/.WOA98/) (Conk-
right et al 1998). Both SST and Chl a data were
taken at 0.25◦ × 0.25◦ grid levels for the years
1997 to 1999 whereas SSS data were interpolated
to the same grid from 1◦ × 1◦ climatological data.
Reynolds/NCEP SSTA, which is an optimally
interpolated SST data set based upon a combi-
nation of AVHRR satellite and in situ were used.
The anomaly was computed from monthly means
of 1981 to 2005. The SSHA data were taken from
TOPEX/POSEIDON and they are differences
from the 9-year mean. The monthly mean wind
speed data were obtained from ERS-2. All these
data were obtained from http://poet.jpl.nasa.gov.
The Chl a anomaly (CHLA) are computed from
8-year mean from 1997 to 2004 using OCTS (1996–
1997) and SeaWiFS (1997–2004) ocean color data.

2.5 Model limitations

The present model has some limitations in the
estimation of pCO2 and air–sea fluxes of CO2.
The major limitation arises from the assumption
of insignificant interannual variations in SSS and
nutrients as climatological fields were used. Despite
knowing the fact that such changes are expected
during IOD period, due to reduced vertical mix-
ing, their magnitudes are unknown. On the other
hand, Jabaud-Jan et al (2004) observed no signifi-
cant variations in salinity during the IOD and nor-
mal period in the south Indian Ocean whereas the
change in salinity during and after El Niño was 0.4
units in the equatorial Pacific (Feely et al 2002).
If I assume that half of the salinity changes in the
equatorial Pacific to occur in the Arabian Sea due
to IOD that would lead to change in computed sur-
face pCO2 by 2.5 to 4µatm and would influence
CO2 fluxes by 5 to 8%. On the other hand, changes

in nutrient concentrations (phosphate and silicate)
have negligible effect on pCO2 computations (dou-
bling the nutrient concentrations from that of cli-
matological values yields a difference in pCO2 by
1µatm). Though the present estimates have large
error bars, this would nevertheless, give first-hand
information on how biogeochemical cycling of car-
bon is influenced due to climatic events.

3. Results and discussion

3.1 Climatic conditions in the Arabian Sea
during 1997–98

The IOD event of 1997–98 was the strongest cli-
matic event in the 20th century (Saji et al 1999)
and the Indian Ocean experienced IOD related
warming during this period. Unlike other IOD peri-
ods, the Indian Ocean showed an anomalous behav-
ior in 1997–98 at least since 1950. The surface
warming occurred during late spring 1997 over the
western and a strong surface cooling along the east-
ern equatorial Indian Ocean (Saji et al 1999). The
typical zonal gradient in SST along the equator-
ial Indian Ocean was completely reversed during
this period (Murtugudde et al 1999). The warming
in the west peaked in February 1998 that spread
across the tropical Indian Ocean (Murtugudde et al
1999).

In order to examine the anomalous climatic con-
ditions in the Arabian Sea during IOD period,
I have selected October 1997 as a typical month
to represent the period (called henceforth ‘IOD
period’), and compared the physical and biogeo-
chemical properties in the same month during a
normal (when no IOD event occurred) year (i.e.,
October 1999; called henceforth ‘normal period’).
The spatial variations in SSTA, CHLA and sea
surface height anomaly (SSHA) during IOD and
normal periods are plotted in figure 3(a–f). The
positive SSTA (warm) (1 to 1.6◦C) and nega-
tive CHLA (low Chl a) (−0.1 to 0.4mg m−3)
are larger especially in the southwestern Ara-
bian Sea during IOD period and found to prop-
agate towards north (figure 3a–d) whereas they
are smaller (0 and 0.4◦C and 0 to 0.2mg m−3)
during normal period (figure 3b, d). The magni-
tude of SSTA and CHLA decreased from south
(> 1.2◦C and < −0.15mg m−3) to north in the
Arabian Sea (0.4◦C and −0.1mg m−3, respec-
tively). Coastal regions displayed relatively larger
CHLA (negative) than open sea regions (fig-
ure 3c, d). The southwestern Arabian Sea exhib-
ited negative CHLA and high SSTA during IOD
period where cold ASD occurs in normal period
due to upwelling of subsurface waters (Prasad et al
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Figure 3. The spatial variations in sea surface temperature anomaly (SSTA; ◦C), chlorophyll anomaly (CHLA; mgm−3),
sea surface height anomaly (SSHA; cm), turbulent kinetic energy anomaly (TKEA; m−3 s−3), primary production (PP;
mmol m−2 d−1), partial pressure of carbon dioxide (pCO2; µatm), and CO2 air–sea fluxes (mmolm−2 d−1) during IOD
(October 1997) and normal periods (October 1999).

2005). The negative SSHA (−20 to −140mm; fig-
ure 3f) extending across the southern Arabian Sea
during normal period is the manifestation of the
sea level associated with the cold ASD (Prasad and
McClean 2004). On the other hand, SSHA was pos-
itive (> 20mm), except in the southeastern Ara-
bian Sea (−20 to −30mm), during IOD period
due to deepening of thermocline (figure 3e). The
SSH was shallowed by 30 to 40% during IOD com-
pared to that of normal period in the southwestern
to southcentral Arabian Sea. The change in SSHA
drives geostrophic currents anticyclonically in IOD
period from cyclonic circulation during normal
period in the southern Arabian Sea (Prasad and
McClean 2004).

The SSH variations generally reflect thermocline
oscillations in the tropics. The positive (negative)
SSHA correspond to a deeper (shallow) thermo-
cline. However, the deepening of the thermocline
and positive SSTA need not associate with posi-
tive SSHA due to asymmetric effect of upwelling
on the SSTA (Vinayachandran et al 2002). The
upwelled cold water cools the sea surface, but
downwelling need not always warm the sea sur-
face (Yu and Reinecker 2000), as a result positive
SSTA and SSH need not occur simultaneously.
On the other hand, the wind generated turbulent
kinetic energy (TKE; U∗3) is a measure of the abil-
ity of wind field to mix the near-surface region of
the ocean where U∗ =

√
(τ/ρ) (see Denman 1973)



440 V V S S Sarma

Figure 4. The monthly mean variations in SSTA, CHLA and SSHA during 1997 (closed circles), 1998 (open circles) and
1999 (open diamonds) in different boxes shown in figure 1.

whereas τ is wind stress and ρ is seawater den-
sity. The TKE anomalies (TKEA) are anomalously
low during IOD period (0 to −3m3 s−3) than dur-
ing normal period (−2 to 3m3 s−3) (figure 3g, h).
Both SSHA and TKEA suggest reduced upward
fluxes of nutrients during IOD period due to pre-
vailing downwelling rossby waves (Prasad et al
2005) that led to decreased Chl a concentrations
in the southwestern Arabian Sea. The anomalous
warming in the Arabian Sea is consistent with
the occurrence of anomalously warm SSTs in the
western equatorial Indian Ocean during 1997–1998
IOD event (Chambers et al 1999; Murtugudde et al
1999; Yu and Rienecker 1999, 2000; Webster et al
1999; Saji et al 1999). Similarly Vinayachandran
and Mathew (2003) observed anomalously deeper

thermocline and weak ekman pumping during IOD
period in the Bay of Bengal. These authors did
not find phytoplankton blooms, caused by open
ocean upwelling, during IOD period, as they usu-
ally occur during normal period.

In order to examine the influence of IOD event
on the spatial variations of properties the entire
Arabian Sea is divided into 8 boxes (see figure 1)
and the monthly means of SSTA, CHLA, and
SSHA in each box are depicted in figure 4. All
anomalies showed large spatial variability in the
Arabian Sea. The SSTA showed positive anom-
alies (warm) from June 1997 to May 1998 by 0.1
to 1.8◦C in the Arabian Sea. The higher mag-
nitude of SSTA was found at the southwestern
Arabian Sea (box 1) and decreased towards east
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(box 3) and north. The lowest SSTA was found
in the northeastern Arabian Sea (box 8). The cen-
tral Arabian Sea displayed lower anomalies com-
pared to the coastal regions. The CHLA displayed
less spatial variability (0.05–0.4mg m−3) compared
to SSTA. The SSTA are smaller in the northern
(< 0.6◦C; boxes 7 and 8) than central Arabian Sea
(> 1◦C; boxes 5 and 6) but, interestingly, CHLA
did not show such variations. The low SSTA in
the north could possibly be due to cooler SSTs
facilitated by strong vertical mixing compared to
south (Madhupratap et al 1996a; Prasanna Kumar
and Prasad 1996). The peak in SSTA showed large
spatial variations. For instance, the SSTA grad-
ually increased from June 1997 to January 1998
and then decreased in boxes 1 and 2 whereas it
increased from August to October 1997 and then
decreased in boxes 5 and 6. Therefore, the pri-
mary peak in SSTA was observed in December
1997 to January 1998 in boxes 1 and 2, whereas
in September to October 1997 in other boxes. The
secondary maximum in SSTA was noticed between
April and June 1998 in all boxes except in box 1.
The secondary peak in SSTA is larger than pri-
mary in the coastal regions except in box 1. The
CHLA showed negative correlation with SSTA, i.e.,
CHLA decreased when SSTA increased (p ≥ 0.001;
figure not shown). However, CHLA and SSTA need
not always match as Rao et al (2002) found that
despite disappearance of the surface dipole, its sig-
nature can be clearly seen in the subsurface due to
the large heat capacity of the oceans. This subsur-
face dipole can also affect surface CHLA through
its influence on nutrients entrainment into the
mixed layer. The CHLA showed large spatial vari-
ability with low in boxes 2 and 3 compared to the
other boxes (figure 4). A decrease in CHLA is found
between September 1997 and March 1998 in the
southern Arabian Sea whereas between Septem-
ber and December 1997 in the northern Arabian
Sea. The spatial distribution of SSTA and CHLA
suggests that the influence of IOD is not uniform
within the Arabian Sea. Three-dimensional mod-
els are required to explain the potential reasons for
such spatial variability in SSTA and CHLA in the
Arabian Sea.

3.2 Influence of Dipole on primary production

The biological pump lowers the partial pressure
of CO2 in the surface ocean via photosynthesis
or primary production, which in turn lowers CO2

in the atmosphere. The Arabian Sea is one of
the most productive regions in the World Oceans
(Qasim 1982; Bhattathiri et al 1996; Barber et al
2001). The monsoon climate in the Arabian Sea
drives a striking semi-annual reversal of surface
currents, one of the world’s foremost examples

of wind-driven ocean circulation (Wyrtki 1973).
Intense seasonal variations in primary production
were observed in the Arabian Sea (Bhattathiri et al
1996; Banse and English 2000; Barber et al 2001)
due to changes in physical forcing. The primary
production in the Arabian Sea is mainly controlled
by the availability of nutrients. The short-term
variability in primary production in the Arabian
Sea is mainly caused by changes in physical forc-
ing associated with nutrient injection (Prasanna
Kumar et al 2001; Naqvi et al 2002; Wiggert et al
2002). In order to examine how the variations in
physical forcing due to climate change, such as
IOD, would influence the primary production in
the Arabian Sea, the monthly mean photic zone
integrated primary production is computed from
1997 to 1999 using equation (8).

3.2.1 Spatial variations in primary production
in the Arabian Sea

The figure 3(i, j) shows comparison of primary
production during IOD (October 1997; figure 3i),
and normal periods (October 1999; figure 3j) in
the Arabian Sea. The photic zone productivity
is higher along the coasts (> 1mole Cm−2d−1)
compared to that of the offshore
(∼ 0.5mole C m−2 d−1). The offshore productiv-
ity showed large meridional gradients with higher
production in the north compared to south. The
highest production was found along the Oman
coast (> 3.5mole C m−2 d−1) during October 1997
due to injection of higher amounts of nutrients
via intense coastal upwelling during SW monsoon
(June to August; Morrison et al 1998). The high-
est production rates were also observed close to
the northwestern Indian coast, which could be due
to injection of nutrients possibly through river
runoff by Narmada and Tapti. The offshore pro-
duction was also higher in the northern Arabian
Sea due to injection of nutrients by vertical mixing
(Madhupratap et al 1996a; de Sousa et al 1996).

3.2.2 Comparison of primary production during
IOD and normal periods in the Arabian Sea

The productivity during IOD period (figure 3i) is
significantly lower than normal period (figure 3j)
in the entire Arabian Sea. The rate of produc-
tion decreased during the IOD period because
of lower flux of nutrients into the photic zone.
The influence on primary production was largely
affected in the coastal region, but significant dif-
ferences were found along the east and west coasts
of the Arabian Sea. For instance, primary produc-
tion along the southwest coast of India decreased
by 2 to 4 times during IOD than normal period
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due to reduced upwelling intensity. On the con-
trary, despite increased SSTA and SSHA along
the northwest coast of the Arabian Sea, the dif-
ferences in the primary production between IOD
and normal period were not very high compared
to the southwest coast of India (figure 3i, j). It
is because the southern portion of the west coast
of India is highly influenced by ocean dynam-
ics, such as Kelvin waves and Rossby waves. The
early upwelling along the west coast of India is
directly related to coastal-trapped Kelvin waves
driven by alongshore winds in the Bay of Bengal
and equatorial winds (Shankar and Shetye 1997).
These equatorial winds are directly influenced by
IOD (Rao et al 2002); therefore, significant influ-
ence on primary production can be seen during
IOD period compared to normal. On the other
hand, upwelling along the northwestern Arabian
Sea is directly forced by Kelvin waves driven by
local along shore winds (Schott and McCreary
2001), therefore, changes in primary production are
mainly due to differences in the strength of local
winds during IOD and normal periods.

The effect of the physical forcing on nutrient
injection is different in the northern and southern
Arabian Sea. For instance, winter convective mix-
ing occurs in the northern Arabian Sea, north at
15◦N, which is insignificant in the southern Ara-
bian Sea (Madhupratap et al 1996a). Neverthe-
less, the highest annual production occurs along
the Oman coast due to coastal upwelling (Morrison
et al 1998) and in the offshore due to open ocean
upwelling and also advected nutrients from the
Oman coast in the north of 15◦N during SW mon-
soon (Manghnani et al 1998; Prasanna Kumar et al
2001). Since the study period, September 1997
to April 1998, falls within the monsoon period,
the study region is divided into northern and
southern Arabian Sea with the boundary of 15◦N.
Figure 5(a, b) shows monthly-integrated produc-
tion in the northern and southern Arabian Sea
during IOD and normal period. The photic zone
production is always higher during normal com-
pared to IOD period in the entire Arabian Sea.
The decrease in productivity was largest during
September 1997 (37%) and lowest (15%) during
April 1998 than normal period (1999) in the south-
ern Arabian Sea. On the other hand, the dif-
ference in production between IOD and normal
period is relatively smaller in the northern com-
pared to southern Arabian Sea. This could be
mainly due to less influence of IOD on Oman
upwelling as it is directly forced by Kelvin waves
driven by local along shore winds (Schott and
McCreary 2001). However, consistently lower pro-
duction was observed compared to normal period
that could possibly be due to less intense mix-
ing during monsoon in IOD period. The highest

difference in primary production occurred during
February 1998 whereas the difference is almost
negligible during April 1998 in the northern Ara-
bian Sea (figure 5b). The time-integrated produc-
tion over IOD period (September 1997 to April
1998) and normal period suggests that 32 and 26%
of primary production was reduced in the southern
and northern Arabian Sea respectively during IOD
than normal period. This suggests that IOD events
have strong influence on photic zone production
possibly through deepening of nutricline. However,
this may be treated as the lower limit, as this esti-
mate does not include the effect during June to
August 1997, when peak in production generally
occurs (Bhattathiri et al 1996; Barber et al 2001),
due to lack of ocean color data.

3.3 Influence of Dipole on surface pCO2

and its fluxes at the air–sea interface

The Arabian Sea is a perennial source of CO2 to
the atmosphere (Somasundar et al 1990; George
et al 1994; Kortzinger et al 1997; Goyet et al
1998; Sarma et al 1996, 1998; Sabine et al 2000;
Takahashi et al 2002; Sarma 2003) with strong
seasonal and spatial variability in the direction
of fluxes. The high surface pCO2 in the Arabian
Sea is controlled by the strength of the verti-
cal mixing during winter (December to February)
and upwelling during summer (June to August)
and depth of thermocline (Sarma et al 2000).
The pCO2 levels increase sharply in the thermo-
cline such that both depths from where upwelling
or convective mixing occurs, and the position
of the thermocline are critical controls of sur-
face water pCO2 (Sarma et al 1996, 2000). In
addition to this, biological uptake, gas exchange
and temperature will modify the surface water
pCO2. Increase in temperature will cause pCO2 to
increase, due to decrease in solubility, while bio-
logical production and gas transfer result in its
decrease.

The IOD has a strong influence on the surface
pCO2 levels by affecting the three main processes
controlling pCO2 distribution in the Arabian Sea.
They are the depth of the thermocline, increase in
SST, and strength of the winds. The reduced winds
during IOD period decrease mixing rates, as evi-
denced by SSHA (figure 3e) and TKEA (figure 3g),
and also fluxes of CO2 at the air–water inter-
face. Deepening of the thermocline further reduces
the surface pCO2 levels by inhibiting mixing of
pCO2 rich subsurface waters with surface. Increase
in SST reduces solubility of CO2 in the seawa-
ter (Weiss 1974). Further computations were made
to examine how these processes influence surface
pCO2 levels and exchange of CO2 with atmosphere
during IOD and normal periods.
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Figure 5. Average (a) primary production (c) pCO2, (e) wind speeds and (g) CO2 air–sea fluxes in the southern Arabian
Sea, and (b), (d), (f) and (h) respectively in the northern Arabian Sea. Positive fluxes are from sea to atmosphere and
negative fluxes are from atmosphere to sea.

3.3.1 Spatial distribution of surface pCO2

in the Arabian Sea

The basin-scale distribution of surface pCO2 in
the Arabian Sea is shown in figure 3(k, l) during
IOD and normal periods. The surface pCO2 levels
ranged between 360 and 400µatm in IOD period
in the Arabian Sea with large spatial variability.

The pCO2 levels along the Oman coast were
< 370µatm due to increased biological activity fol-
lowing the upwelling during SW monsoon. The
pCO2 levels in the open sea region show higher
levels in the south compared to the north. This
is mainly caused by high primary production, in
the north during post monsoon season, fueled by
higher amounts of nutrients injected by upwelling
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and that advected from the coastal regions to the
offshore during SW monsoon (Morrison et al 1998;
Prasanna Kumar et al 2001). At the end of the
post-monsoon, production decreases due to non-
availability of nutrients in the north (Banse and
English 2000; Barber et al 2001) thereby increas-
ing the pCO2 levels. Higher pCO2 levels in the
north compared to the south resulted from the
occurrence of intense winter convective mixing in
the north (north of 15◦N) through the injection
of pCO2 rich subsurface waters to the surface
(Madhupratap et al 1996a; Sarma et al 1996).

3.3.2 Comparison of surface pCO2 levels during
IOD and normal periods in the Arabian Sea

Figure 3(k, l) compares surface pCO2 levels during
IOD and normal periods (for October month) in
the Arabian Sea. The pCO2 levels were relatively
higher (by < 10–20µatm) during IOD than normal
period. Especially these differences are large in the
northern Arabian Sea compared to the south. The
southwestern Arabian Sea, where ASD was found
during normal period, exhibited relatively higher
pCO2 levels during IOD period compared to the
normal period by 10 to 20µatm. Despite decrease
in the vertical mixing during IOD period, as shown
by the shallower SSHA (figure 3e, f) and lower
TKEA (figure 3g, h), higher pCO2 levels could have
been due to decrease in solubility of CO2 and pri-
mary production (figure 3i, j).

In order to examine the spatial variability in
the difference in pCO2 levels between IOD and
normal period, the entire Arabian Sea is divided
into northern and southern Arabian Sea with a
hypothetical boundary at 15◦N. The average pCO2

levels, and wind speeds during IOD and normal
periods are given in figure 5(c–f). The differences
in pCO2 levels between IOD and normal periods
varied from 3 to 15µatm in the southern Ara-
bian Sea during entire IOD period (September 1997
to April 1998) while they ranged between 10 and
30µatm in the northern Arabian Sea. Large differ-
ences are found especially during September and
February but not in April. These differences arise
from changes in controlling factors, i.e., physical
and biological processes.

3.3.3 Controlling processes on surface pCO2

As described by Prasad and McClean (2004)
reduced vertical mixing leads to warmer SSTs
during IOD period. This would affect pCO2 levels
in three ways. They are:

• reduction in vertical mixing decreases contribu-
tion of pCO2 through mixing from the base of
the mixed layer,

• the temperature dependence of the solubility of
CO2, which decrease with increase in SST (Weiss
1974; Fushimi 1987; Inoue et al 1987) and

• enhanced bacterial respiration rates with SST
that increase in pCO2 levels (Ducklow 1993).

In addition to this, Chl a concentrations also
decreased (figure 3c, d), which generally lower
pCO2 levels through primary production. Louanchi
et al (1996) studied the effect of different processes
on surface pCO2 levels in the Indian Ocean using
one-dimensional model and found that the mag-
nitude of increase in pCO2 by mixing is almost
equal to the decrease in pCO2 by biological uptake
and fluxes to the atmosphere in the Arabian Sea.
Therefore, the net effect on pCO2 levels depends
mainly on dominant processes among these. The
less pCO2 differences between IOD and normal
periods suggest that these processes might cancel
out one another, thus fewer variations are found
in the surface pCO2. Though changes in salinity
are unknown during IOD and normal period in
the Arabian Sea, Jabaud-Jan et al (2004) did not
observe any significant variations in salinity dur-
ing 1998 and 2000 in the southern Indian Ocean.
Therefore, the total alkalinity might not have var-
ied significantly during IOD and normal periods
and hence variations in pCO2 are mainly controlled
by changes in SST and DIC wherein the latter is
a function of SST and Chl a. The changing contri-
bution of temperature and biological processes can
be deduced by calculating the difference in DIC,
and then pCO2, in two scenarios, i.e., the differ-
ence in SST and Chl a between IOD and normal
periods.

Figure 6 shows the effect of temperature and
biological processes on surface pCO2 in the north-
ern and southern Arabian Sea during IOD period.
The net effect of decrease in vertical mixing and
solubility decrease with increase in SST is an
increase in pCO2 levels by 2µatm from September
to November 1997 but a decrease by 10–22µatm
from December 1997 to March 1998 in the south-
ern Arabian Sea. On the other hand, a decrease
in Chl a increases pCO2 by 7 to 23µatm dur-
ing IOD period in the southern Arabian Sea. The
effect of temperature and biology are in the oppo-
site directions, the net effect on change in pCO2 is
−5 to 14µatm in the southern Arabian Sea dur-
ing IOD period. On the other hand, changes in
SST and Chl a lead to increases in pCO2 by 0.3 to
3.3 and 4.3 to 25.1µatm in the northern Arabian
Sea, respectively. This suggests that pCO2 changes
due to temperature are canceled out to some
extent by biological effect in the southern Arabian
Sea whereas higher pCO2 levels in the northern
Arabian Sea mainly resulted from the decrease in
primary production.
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Figure 6. Influence of SST (open bars) and Chl a (closed bars) on surface pCO2 in the (a) southern Arabian Sea and
(b) northern Indian Ocean during IOD period.

Figure 7. Spatial variations in δpCO2 (=pCO2water–pCO2air) during (a) October 1997 and (b) climatology in October
(Takahashi et al 2002).

Figure 7 compares δpCO2 (seawater pCO2

minus atmospheric pCO2) of October 97 with
that of Takahashi Climatology in October (Taka-
hashi et al 2002; http://ingrid.ldeo.columbia.edu/
SOURCES/ .LDEO/ .Takahashi/ .dp90/ sea–air/
.pCO2/). The δpCO2 levels were significantly
higher during October 97 by 2 to 49µatm (mean
37µatm) from that of climatological values sug-
gesting significant pCO2 increase during IOD
period in the Arabian Sea. Jabaud-Jan et al (2004)
found that pCO2 levels were higher by 10 to
45µatm in the southern subtropical Indian Ocean
(30–40◦S) during January 1998 than 2000. Rel-
atively higher pCO2 levels in the southwestern
Indian Ocean during IOD period have mainly
resulted from increase in temperature; since Chl a
levels are always low in the subtropical Indian
Ocean due to very low nutrient concentrations. On
the other hand, Jabaud-Jan et al (2004) found no
significant changes in surface pCO2 levels between

the years 1998 and 2000, in the Sub-Antarctic
Zone of the Indian Ocean despite the warmer SST
(by 1◦C) during 1998. They attributed this to
competing effects of thermodynamical and biolog-
ical processes that occur in different directions.
Recently Baker et al (2006) compared 13 trans-
port models to examine interannual variability in
regional CO2 fluxes from 1988 to 2003 and found
significant increase in CO2 fluxes during 1997–98
from the tropical Indian Ocean. The present study
suggests that the primary productivity is a key
process to explain the variability in pCO2 and
its fluxes in the Arabian Sea. The magnitude of
increased pCO2 levels is large in the subtropical
Indian Ocean than in the Arabian Sea as the core
of IOD situated to the south of the equator (Saji
et al 1999). However, the controlling factors are
different such as, dominant thermal effect in the
former but greater biological influence in the latter
region.
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3.3.4 Sea–air CO2 fluxes in the Arabian Sea

The net flux of CO2 across the sea–air inter-
face is the product of transfer velocity, k, the
solubility of CO2, s, and the pCO2 difference
between the ocean and atmosphere according to
the equation (6). Using monthly mean pCO2 and
wind speeds, CO2 fluxes are calculated and pre-
sented in figure 3(m, n) during IOD and normal
periods. No correlation is seen between distrib-
ution of pCO2 (figure 3k, l) and its fluxes (fig-
ure 3m, n) during both the periods, as higher
pCO2 levels can be seen during IOD period
(figure 3k) whereas fluxes are higher, especially
in southern Arabian Sea, during normal period
(figure 3n). This is due to differences in wind
speeds. The basin scale average wind speeds in the
northern and southern Arabian Sea are depicted
in figure 5(e, f). Significant differences in wind
speeds were observed in both regions, especially
in October and, January to March, during IOD
and normal periods. During both IOD and nor-
mal periods, the Arabian Sea is acting mostly
as a source of CO2 to the atmosphere, except
during January and February, in the southern
Arabian Sea. The average basin scale fluxes to
the atmosphere varied between IOD period (−2.1
to 3.1mmol m−2 d−1; mean 0.78mmol m−2 d−1)
and normal period (−0.3 to 3.1mmol m−2 d−1;
mean 1.15mmol m−2 d−1) in the southern Arabian
Sea whereas they varied during IOD (0.6 to
1.8mmol m−2 d−1; mean 1.16mmol m−2 d−1) and
normal periods (−0.2 to 1.1mmol m−2 d−1; mean
0.45mmol m−2 d−1) in the northern Arabian Sea.
During the entire IOD period, the northern
Arabian Sea acts as a source of CO2 to the
atmosphere due to decrease in primary produc-
tion (figure 5g, h). The fluxes to the atmosphere
decreased during IOD period (11.5TgC y−1) than
normal period (15.6TgC y−1) in the southern Ara-
bian Sea whereas fluxes increased during IOD
period (4.2TgC y−1) compared to the normal
period (1.8TgC y−1) in the northern Arabian Sea.
Especially lower fluxes were found during IOD
period during January 1997 to March 1998 in
the southern Arabian Sea, which acts as a strong
sink for atmospheric CO2 compared to normal
period due to reduced vertical mixing. The fluxes
in the entire basin decreased by 10% during IOD
(15.7TgC y−1) than normal period (17.4TgC y−1).
Despite higher pCO2 levels found during IOD
period, lower fluxes were mainly driven by weaker
winds. Nevertheless, the changes in amount of
CO2 fluxes to atmosphere are smaller than that
of south Indian Ocean as the subtropical Indian
Ocean acted as a source of CO2 to the atmosphere

(2mmol m−2 d−1) in January 1998 whereas it
is a sink of −1mmol m−2 d−1 in January 2000
(Jabaud-Jan et al 2004).

The changes in CO2 fluxes during IOD and
normal periods have some similarities and dis-
crepancies with those in the equatorial Pacific
Ocean where El Niño reduces equatorial upwelling
and deepens thermocline. During normal period,
upwelling in the equatorial belt of Pacific Ocean
supplies annually 800 to 1000TgC y−1 as CO2 to
the atmosphere with most of the release occur-
ring in the eastern region (Feely et al 1997,
1999, 2002; Takahashi et al 2002). The large area
of the eastern equatorial Pacific affected by the
upwelling makes this region a significant oceanic
source of CO2 to the atmosphere. During El Niño
period, thermocline deepens and upwelling inten-
sity decreases, resulting in warm SSTA of as high
as 5◦C. Feely et al (2002) observed that CO2 fluxes
decreased by 60 to 75% during El Niño period
(200 to 400TgC y−1) than normal period (800 to
1000PgC y−1) when pCO2 levels were lower by
20–50µatm during the former than latter period.
Therefore, the decrease in fluxes was mainly caused
by decrease in pCO2 and wind speeds during El
Niño period. Although major nutrient concentra-
tions are above the saturation levels, the decrease
in phytoplankton productivity by 50% during El
Niño period has been caused by iron deficiency in
the equatorial Pacific (Chavez et al 1999).

Unlike in the equatorial Pacific, the pCO2 lev-
els increased during IOD period in the Arabian
Sea as well as subtropical Indian Ocean (Jabaud-
Jan et al 2004) than normal period. The mag-
nitude of pCO2 increase is relatively smaller in
the Arabian Sea due to less influence of IOD in
the Arabian Sea than subtropical Indian Ocean.
Despite higher pCO2 levels in the Arabian Sea, the
lower fluxes during IOD period were a result of
weaker winds whereas CO2 fluxes increased by 2
to 3 times in the subtropical Indian Ocean dur-
ing IOD period (Jabaud-Jan et al 2004). In addi-
tion to this, the balance between decrease in pCO2

due to reduced vertical mixing and uptake by pri-
mary producer reduced pCO2 difference between
IOD and normal periods in the southern Ara-
bian Sea. On the contrary, changes in both SST
and primary production enhanced pCO2 levels
in the northern Arabian Sea leads to the emis-
sion of CO2 to the atmosphere by about 2.5
times higher than normal period. On the basin
scale, the CO2 efflux to atmosphere decreased by
10 ± 1% whereas primary production decreased by
∼ 30%, the latter caused by unavailability of new
nitrogen due to reduced vertical mixing. Though
these two processes lower pCO2 levels, increase in
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SST elevates pCO2 thermodynamically and also
through enhanced bacterial respiration.

4. Summary and conclusions

The Arabian Sea (northwestern Indian Ocean)
experienced IOD related warming during 1997–98
resulting in increase in surface temperatures up
to 1.8◦C and decrease in Chl a concentrations by
0.5mg m−3 from that of normal period. SSHA and
TKEA suggest that reduced vertical mixing dur-
ing IOD period might lead to deepening of ther-
mocline and nutricline in the Arabian Sea. As a
result, supply of nutrients to the photic zone was
reduced during IOD period leading to a decrease
in primary production by ∼ 30% compared to that
in normal period. On the contrary, surface pCO2

levels increased by 5 to 20µatm during IOD period
but fluxes of CO2 to the atmosphere decreased by
10% due to prevailing weaker winds during IOD
than normal period. The primary production is a
key controlling process to explain the variability
in the pCO2 levels and air–sea fluxes in the Ara-
bian Sea during IOD period. Due to less supply
of nitrate from the deeper layers, the new pro-
duction is expected to decrease thereby primary
production might have been supported by regen-
erated nutrients. Such conditions favor picoplank-
ton blooms. The phytoplankton composition in the
Arabian Sea suggested that small phytoplankton
(picoplankton < 2µm) are abundant during olig-
otrophic seasons when regenerated nutrients fuel
the primary production (Campbell et al 1998; Liu
et al 1998). It is because the size of phytoplank-
ton produced is of a significant biogeochemical
importance. Larger phytoplankton (> 2µm such
as diatoms, dinoflagellates, etc.) results in the for-
mation of bigger particulate organic carbon, facil-
itating the export of phytogenic carbon to the
deep sea. On the other hand, picoplankton pro-
duces dissolved organic matter that is transported
laterally or gets respired in the photic zone itself
thereby increasing the surface pCO2 levels. For
instance, during El Niño period, the new produc-
tion in the equatorial Pacific Ocean is reduced by
> 50%, where about 87 to 90% of the nitrogen
demand was met by the regeneration of organic
carbon (McCarthy et al 1996). The export produc-
tion also decreased by about 30%, and accounted to
only 2% of primary production whereas ∼ 15% of
production was transported laterally in the form of
dissolved organic matter (Najjar et al 1992; Bacon
et al 1996) in the equatorial Pacific. Though the
reduction in primary production is very significant
(∼ 30%) compared to air–sea CO2 fluxes (10%)
in the Arabian Sea, it is important to know how
much of export production was changed due to

IOD as this region exports almost double to that of
flux to the atmosphere (Sarma 2004). The decrease
in export production will have great impact in
the entire water column. Sarma (2002) found that
the intensity of oxygen minimum zone (OMZ)
in the Arabian Sea is controlled by both physi-
cal pump and biological remineralization of organic
matter. Therefore, decrease in primary produc-
tion in the photic zone reduces export production
with implications to biogeochemistry of subsurface
and deeper water column, that include abundance
of biota, intensity of oxygen minimum zone and
nitrous oxide production, etc. However, the evalu-
ation of such an impact requires in situ time-series
observations.

Madhupratap et al (1996b) observed lack of sea-
sonality in the microzooplankton abundance in the
Arabian Sea due to existence of microbial loop.
Microzooplankton feed upon phytoplankton dur-
ing monsoon whereas upon bacteria during non-
monsoon seasons when phytoplankton production
is low. Bacterial abundance is at its peak during
non-monsoon season when they utilize left over
organic carbon during monsoon seasons. Signifi-
cant decrease in the primary production due to cli-
matic events, such as IOD, would influence entire
ecosystem structure from bacteria to fish. Exam-
ining such changes require long-term time-series
observations. In addition to this, though the CO2

fluxes are not significantly increased during IOD
period in the Arabian Sea, accumulation of higher
pCO2 in the surface waters is observed. Heat con-
tent in the ocean is increasing due to increase of
greenhouse gases (Levitus et al 2000, 2001). There-
fore, enhanced carbon dioxide emissions into the
atmosphere are expected to increase the SSTs by
several degrees in the next century. Although the
warm anomaly observed in the IOD period in the
Arabian Sea represents an episodic event on a
decadal scale, monitoring the effect of such dra-
matic changes on biogeochemical properties would
help us to understand future oceanic pCO2 distrib-
ution and air–sea flux of CO2 in a warmer climate.
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